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“Mohawk Presents 
Calhoun’s Dancing with 
the Stars Gets Schooled!” 
will put eighteen local 
high school students 
onstage for back-to-back 
shows at 1:30 and 7:00 
on Saturday, August 8 at 
the Calhoun Performing 
Arts Center.  Nine 
dance teams will vie for 
trophies, bragging rights 
and college scholarships 
as they compete to raise 
funds for United Way of 
Gordon County.  

“Planning an event 
like Dancing with 
the Stars truly takes 
a village. We have a 
planning committee 
that consists of Andy 
Baxter with Andy Baxter 
Photography, Jennie 
Coker with Calhoun City 
Schools, Kristy Brown 
with Greater Community 
Bank, retired educator 
Michelle Frix Ward, and 
Dr. Amy Parker with 
Gordon County Schools 
that has been working 
to put the 2020 show 
together. This committee 
is a hands-on group of 
local professionals who 
are fully committed 
to the success of the 
event and United Way,” 

said Jennifer Latour, 
Executive Director of 
United Way of Gordon 
County.

“Several of our 
committee members 
– Andy Baxter, Kristy 
Brown and Michelle Frix 
Ward – have competed 
in previous shows. Joni 
Harbin will return as 
event emcee along with 
her daughter Olivia 
Harbin – Their duo-gig 
is sure to be a blast! 
Michelle Frix Ward is 
volunteering her time 
and talents by providing 
the choreography for the 
group dance while Andy 
Baxter Photography 
is donating his time to 
offer free photography 
for all the dancers 
and for digital content 
promotion,” Latour 
continued. “I would 
like to thank Mohawk 
Industries for being 
the Premier Sponsor of 
Dancing with the Stars! 
If you are sponsoring a 
couple or are an event 
sponsor, you are directly 
helping United Way 
make a difference in our 
community.”

The  p l ann ing 
committee is central to 
the success of the show, 
but the group that really 

matters consists of the 
18 students who will hit 
the stage to compete in 
May.  The dancers, listed 
alphabetically by last 
name, are Ben Bingham, 
Isaac Brackett, Hayes 
Carpenter, Ethan Crump, 
Jayce Derryberry, Aubrey 
Dorsey, Madeline Erwin, 
Caitlyn Glaze, Catherine 
Govignon, Will Holden, 
Marlee Jackson, Mariah 
Key, Aavyn Lee,  Jackson 
Murray, Sierra Scott, 
Cameron West, Megan 
Wright, and Meghan 
Young.

Two of Calhoun 
High School’s most 
accomplished students 
will hit the stage as the 
second duo. Both very 
active and talented 
students, Madeline Paris 
Erwin and William 
Judson Holden are 
partnering in the contest. 
Erwin is a rising junior 
and  the daughter of 
Carmen Erwin while 
Holden is a recent 
graduate and the son of 
Ricky and Lisa Holden.  

A t a l e n t e d 
performer, Erwin is 
also an accomplished 
student. She holds an 
academic letter and is 
an honor student. She 
has participated in 

gymnastics, drama, and 
modeling programs. 
She is a member of the 
Screen Actors Guild and 
appeared in a movie with 
John Cena.  She is a 
Calhoun High School 

Majorette and an active 
member of Calhoun First 
Baptist Church.   

Known as “Will” and 

The Gordon County 
Sheriff ’s Office is 
investigating a criminal 
trespass incident that 
occurred at Resaca 
Confederate Cemetery 
on Wednesday, July 1.

According to the 
incident report, around 
7 a.m. that morning, a 
deputy with the Gordon 
County Sheriff’s Office 
Uniform Patrol Division 
was on routine patrol 
at the cemetery, located 
at 325 Confederate 
Cemetery Road in 
Resaca, and observed a 
large amount of white 
confedera te  f lags 
lying on the ground. 
According to the report, 
there were flags tossed 
around, some lying in 
the shape of an “X” and 
some spelled out “Stop 
Racism.” The deputy 
checked the rest of the 
cemetery for further 

Brandi Owczarz
gordongazettega@gmail.com
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GCSO seeking information on criminal trespass  
at Resaca Confederate Cemetery early Wednesday

‘Mohawk Presents Dancing with the Stars Gets 
Schooled! introduces second team: Erwin, Holden
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Madeline Paris Erwin and William “Will” Holden

The Gordon County 
Sheriff ’s Office is 
investigating a criminal 
trespass incident that 
occurred at Resaca 
Confederate Cemetery 
on Wednesday, July 
1. a large amount of 
white confederate flags 
lying on the ground. 
According to the 
report, there were flags 
tossed around, some 
lying in the shape of an 
“X” and some spelled 
out “Stop Racism.” The 
deputy checked the 
rest of the cemetery 
for further damage 
and found none. The 
cemetery, the oldest 
Confederate cemetery 
in Georgia, is the burial 
place of more than 450 
Confederate soldiers 
who died during the 
Battle of Resaca 
during the Civil War, 
which took place May 
14 -15, 1864. Anyone 
with any information 
on the criminal 
trespass is asked to 
call the Gordon County 
Sheriff’s Office at 706-
629-1245.

See CEMETERY,  
page 8A

The Georgia State 
Patrol investigated a 
two-vehicle wreck that 
occurred on Highway 41 
North near Resaca on 
Wednesday.

According to the 
Motor Vehicle Crash 
Report, around 4:30 
p.m. on Wednesday, 

July 1, a 2019 Ram 
1500 Rebel, driven by 
Jennifer Tatum Ware, 
17, of Saddle Mountain 
Drive in Calhoun, was 
traveling North on 
Highway 41 North near 
Robinson Road. A 2014 
Chevrolet Traverse, 
driven by Edward 
Curtis,67, of Fredda 
Lane in Cartersville, 
was traveling ahead of 

Ware, stopped to turn 
left onto Robinson Road. 
Following too closely, 
Ware’s Ram struck 
the back of Curtis’ 
Traverse. After impact, 
Ware lost control of her 
vehicle, and traveled 
down an embankment, 
overturning.

Traffic in the area 
was backed up while 
crews worked to get 

Ware’s vehicle out of the 
ditch. According to the 
report, neither driver was 
seriously injured. Ware 
was cited for Following 
Too Close.

PHOTO: Brandi Owczarz/ 
Staff

Brandi Owczarz
gordongazettega@gmail.com

GSP investigates Wednesday afternoon wreck  
on Hwy. 41 North near Resaca
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WHITE, GA – The 
Georgia Department of 
Transportation awarded 
Northwest  Georgia 
Paving, Inc. a contract to 
resurface more than 15 
miles of State Route 136 
in Gordon County. 

The $2.74 million 
project will span most of 
the route between U.S. 

Highway 41 and U.S. 
Highway 411. The project 
should get underway in 
the next few months, and 
the resurfacing should be 
completed in late spring 
of next year.

“Upon completion, 
this project will improve 
the pavement surface on 
State Route 136, making 
it safer and smoother 
for the public to get 
where they need to go 
in Gordon County,” 

said GDOT District Six 
Engineer Grant Waldrop. 

A d v i s o r y : M o t o r i s t s 
are advised to expect 
delays, exercise caution, 
and reduce their speed 
while traveling through 
work zones. Before 
heading out, get real-
time information on 
work status and traffic 
conditions. Call 511, 
v is i t511ga.org,  or 
download the Georgia 
511 app. Our maintenance 

team members who repair 
roads and bridges and 
our project teams who 
oversee construction 
projects are continuing 
their essential work, 
while following sanitary 
work practices prescribed 
by health agencies to 
protect themselves and 
the public from the 
coronavirus, as are most 
state DOTs in the U.S.

CONTRIBUTED
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GDOT awards contract for SR 136  
resurfacing to Northwest Georgia Paving
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According to Dr. Gary 
Voccio, health director 
for the 10-county 
Georgia Department of 
Public Health Northwest 
District, two weeks of 
increases in COVID-
19 cases in the district 
point to a concerning 
sign that our community 
is moving in the wrong 
direction to contain the 
virus. District-wide, 
confirmed cases have 
increased 21% in the 
past two weeks.

Statewide, the seven-
day average number 
of cases has more than 
doubled in the past two 
weeks, from an average 
of 1,000 daily cases in 
mid-June to 2,000 daily 
cases at the end of June.

At this t ime, 
we have not seen a 
corresponding increase 
in hospitalizations or 
deaths, but these events 
can take a few weeks 
longer to occur after 
infections increase.

We do not want 
to overwhelm our 
emergency rooms or 
hospitals with COVID-19 
patients. If this happens, 
they would not be able 
to care for people with 
other acute illnesses.

July 4th weekend is 
coming, but COVID-19 
won’t take a break for 
the holiday. The virus 
is as infectious as ever. 
Remember, we depend 
on one another to keep 
our community safe and 
stop the spread to our 
friends and family. Avoid 
close contact with others, 
keep your distance, and 
wear a mask.

Although an increase 
in cases with re-opening 
as people come into more 
contact with one another 
is not unexpected, the 
marked increase in cases 
is signaling that we need 
to take steps to limit 
further spread that could 
set back our re-opening.

Most of the increase is 
among younger people. 
22% of all current 
cases are among people 
aged 18-29. Because 
infections can spread 
from this predominantly 
younger group to older 
community members and 
people with underlying 
health conditions, we 
are closely tracking 
the healthcare system 
for increases in 
hospitalizations.

The previous average 
age of a COVID-19 

patient one month ago 
was 55.  Now it’s 42. 
Our average age is 
decreasing because 
more younger people are 
getting infected.

The recent increase in 
COVID-19 cases is very 
concerning. Increasing 
cases and risk for 
acquiring COVID-19 in 
our community threatens 
the hard-earned progress 
we made during the stay-
at-home order. This virus 
is very contagious, and 
we need to be vigilant – 
the risk from COVID-19 
remains serious.

Everyone, especially 
young adults, needs to 
participate in COVID-
19 prevention in all 
aspects of our lives, 
inc lud ing  soc ia l , 
recreational, workplace, 
and business settings 
to avoid a rebound 
in serious illnesses, 
hospitalizations and 
deaths.

No single exposure 
site has been driving the 
increase. Information 
from case investigations 
has pointed to multiple 
potential ways young 
people may be exposed. 
The largest proportion 
of cases continue to 
be reported among 
household contacts, but 
infections are likely 
acquired in many 
community settings  --  
especially with large 
gatherings.

Over the past several 
weeks, we’ve seen an 
increase in the number 
of people getting tested 
for COVID-19. Testing 
to diagnose people 
with COVID-19 as 
soon as possible after 
symptoms develop is a 
very important step in 
reducing transmission.

In addition to 
increased transmission, 
increased testing may be 
turning up more cases 
that were previously 
unrecognized.  Our 
district testing has 
doubled since early June, 
growing from 600 tests 
per week to 1,200 per 
week.    

In addition, at 

the beginning of the 
epidemic, testing was 
only recommended 
for people who were 
symptomatic or essential 
workers. Now, testing 
is recommended for 
anyone. With this change 
in criteria, we may be 
identifying cases in 
people who otherwise 
would not have met the 
threshold for testing, 
such as younger people 
with mild symptoms.

To turn around these 
troubling trends, we all 
need to understand that 
the risk from COVID-19 
remains high and take 
prevention measures 
seriously – for the long 
term. Anything that 
increases the number of 
people we have contact 
with or the proximity 
or duration of contact 
increases the risk for 
infection.

That means we need 
to continue to practice 
safe physical distancing  
--  avoid close contact 
(keep at least six feet 
of distance), crowded 
settings and group 
gatherings, and limit 
the duration of contact 
whenever possible.

If you’re together 
with friends, being 
outside is much better 
than being inside. And, 
even when outside, avoid 
close contact with non-
household members.

Wear a face mask in 
public spaces, including 
outside when distancing 
is not possible.

People who are 
older and people who 
have underlying health 
condi t ions  should 
continue to stay at 
home and limit contact 
with others as much as 
possible.

If you have any 
symptoms of COVID-19, 
stay home and away from 
others and get tested as 
soon as possible.

For more information 
about COVID-19, go to 
h t t p s : / / w w w. c d c . g o v /
coronavirus/2019-nCoV

GEORGIA 
DEPARTMENT OF 
PUBLIC HEALTH

Statement on COVID-19 Georgia 
Department of Public Health 

Northwest Health District

Every Monday at 10 a.m. throughout the summer, 
the Downtown Calhoun Farmers Market will be 

set up in the parking lot of the Depot at the  
corner of Court Street and South King Street.

In honor of National 
Nursing Assis tants 
We e k ,  M o r n i n g 
Pointe Senior Living 
recognized the hard work 
of its certified nursing 
assistants (CNAs) and 
other caregivers who 
make a difference in the 
lives of senior residents 
every day. At all Morning 
Po in te  loca t ions , 
CNAs and resident 
assistants on all three 
shifts were recognized 
with messages of 
appreciation and treats 
from their fellow 
coworkers, residents, 
and administrat ion, 
honoring the excellent 
care they provide to 
residents.

Founded in 1996 by 
healthcare entrepreneurs 
Greg A. Vital and 
J. Franklin Farrow, 
Morning Pointe Senior 
Living is a Chattanooga, 
Tennessee-based senior 
heal thcare services 
company with 35 assisted 
living, personal care, and 
Alzheimer ’s memory 
care  communi t ies 
in five southeastern 
states, focusing on a 
commitment to resident 
care and associate 
appreciation.

“Morning Pointe 
CNAs and resident 
a s s i s t a n t s  w o r k 
except ional ly  hard 
every day to provide 

our residents with the 
absolute best care,” 
said Mandy Taylor, RN, 
senior vice president 
of clinical services 
at Morning Pointe 
Senior Living. “We 
truly have some of the 
most compassionate 
caregivers in the 
industry, and we are so 
grateful for everything 
they do.”

“The caregivers 
at all Morning Pointe 
communities personify 
e x c e l l e n c e  a n d 
dedication,” said Greg 
A. Vital, president of 
Morning Pointe Senior 
Liv ing .  “Fami l ies 

choose Morning Pointe 
for a variety of reasons, 
such as activities 
programming,  f ine 
dining, and attractive 
a c c o m m o d a t i o n s . 
However, they ultimately 
choose Morning Pointe 
because they know their 
loved one will receive 
the highest quality of 
care. By providing 
seniors with the love 
and attention they need, 
our certified nursing 
assistants and caregivers 
make a profound impact 
on the lives of our 
residents. We are deeply, 
sincerely grateful for 
their hard work.”

CONTRIBUTED

MORNING POINTE CELEBRATES 
CAREGIVERS DURING NATIONAL 

NURSING ASSISTANTS WEEK
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Louise Cowart
Louise Hobgood Cowart, 87, of Plainville, died 

at her home on Thursday, July 2, 2020. Louise was 
born in Gordon County on Sept. 30, 1932; she was 
the daughter of the late Penny and Vernie Hobgood. 
Along with her parents, she was preceded in death 
by her husband, Roy Cowart; her son, Rodolfo 
Hobgood Ruiz; her brothers, Max Hobgood and 
George Hobgood; her sisters, Wynell Dodd and 
Juanita Hobgood. 

She was a member of Unity Baptist church; 
she attended Fellowship Baptist Church where she 
enjoyed helping to prepare and serve the senior 
meals.

Louise is survived by her friends, Sandra 
Langston, Bo, Christy, and L.J. Nicholson, Wyman 
Autry, Maxine Floyd, Shaleaha Childers, Debbie 
Moore, Tiffany Fuller, and Jim Miller.

A graveside service will be held on Sunday, July 
5, 2020 at 4 p.m. from Blackwood Springs Baptist 
Church Cemetery. Rev. Eddie Brannon will officiate.

The Brannon family and staff are honored to 
serve the family of Louise Hobgood Cowart.

Larry Hall
Mr. Larry Fain Hall, 76 of Calhoun, died 

Thursday, July 2, 2020, following several years of 
declining health.

Mr. Hall was born in Bartow County on Dec. 

9, 1943, son of the late Robert Jackson Hall and 
Pearl Grace Tankersley Hall. In addition to his 
parents, he was preceded in death by his wife, Sylvia 
Diane Tankersley Hall, and he retired from Shaw 
Industries.

Survivors include three daughters, Ruby Adams, 
Pearl Kirby and Terry Polly; six grandchildren whom 
he loved dearly, Annette, Angie, Heather, Jasper, 
Yvonne and Josh; great-grandchildren, Takowa, Jax, 
Alley, Jacob, Cheyenne, Avery, Trista and Easton; 
one great great-grandchild, Keegan.

A graveside service for Mr. Hall was held Friday, 
July 3, 2020, at 5 p.m. from Pleasant Valley Baptist 
Church Cemetery near Adairsville. Pallbearers 
serving will include Jasper Kirby, Josh Kirby, Jax 
White, Anthony Hall, Bill Collins and Brian Lyles.

The Brannon family and staff are honored to 
serve the Hall family.

Peggy White
Peggy Elaine Elrod 

White, 76, of Calhoun, 
died at AdventHealth 
Gordon on Thursday, 
July 2, 2020. Peggy was 
born in Pickens County 
on May 16, 1944; she 
was the daughter of 
the late George A. and 

Melba Evans Elrod. Along with her parents, she was 
preceded in death by her first husband, James L. 
Brown Sr.; her son, Jimmy Brown; her daughters, 
Tracy Laverne Brown and Robin L. Jackson; her 
sister, Patsy Bell. 

Peggy was a member of Mount Tabor United 
Methodist Church. She worked with her sister at 
Patsy’s Floral Fashions in Cartersville.

Peggy is survived by her husband of twenty-four 
years, Donald White; her daughters and sons-in-
law, Wanda J. and Kevin Lane, and Amanda and 
Jonathan Rosser; her brother, Phillip Elrod; her 
grandchildren, Leslie Moore, Melissa Brown, James 
Barnette, Jayna Barnette, Garrett Poole, and Kaylie 
Poole; eleven great-grandchildren.

Visitation for immediate family will be held 
Sunday, July 5, 2020 from 11 a.m. until 12 p.m. 
at Max Brannon and Sons Funeral Home, with 
extended family and friends to follow until 1 p.m. 
The graveside service will follow the visitation on 
Sunday at 2 p.m. from Pleasant Grove (Ryo) Baptist 
Church. Rev. Dale McConkey and Rev. Wayne 
Harper will officiate.

Friends may sign the online guest register at 
www.maxbrannonandsons.com.

The Brannon family and staff are honored to 
serve the family of Peggy White.

Weekend, July 4, 2020

-The Life Choice Hospice Bereavement Support 
Group will be meeting the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month. The support group is open to anyone in the 
community who would like to attend. The office and 
support group are located at 189 Professional Court, 
Suite 300, Calhoun. For Information, contact Jennifer 
at 706-602-9001.

-The Northwest Georgia Parkinson Disease 
Association, Inc., is offering a monthly support 
group for persons living with Parkinson Disease, 
their caregivers, family and friends. The support 
group will meet at Gordon Hospital; Conference 
Room A. For any questions about the support group 
and future meetings, call James Trussell at 706-235- 
3164 or 706-346-5678.

-Families Anonymous is a 12-step program, for 
those concerned about drug abuse and behavior 
problems of a relative or friend. Completely 
anonymous, non professional, and non religious. No 
dues, no fees. Not connected with any hospital or 
agency. Located on Red Bud Road in plaza below 
Fitness First, next to Calhoun Counseling Center (Dr. 
Bledsoe’s office). Meeting every Thursday 7 - 8 p.m. 
Call 770-548-7849 for more information.

-Bondage Breakers- Breaking the chains of 
addiction one soul at a time. Every Thursday night 
at 7 p.m. at Crane Eater Community Church, located 
at 3168 Red Bud Rd Calhoun, GA 30701.

-The Georgia Chapter of the Alzheimer’s 
Association is sponsoring a monthly support group 
at Morning Pointe Assisted Living, 660 Jolly Road, 
on the third Tuesday of each month at 6 p.m. For 
more information or directions, call Mary Braden at 
770-548-4683 or Karen Parrott at 706-346-5220. For 

more information about dementia and Alzheimer’s 
disease, call 800-272-3900 or visit www.alz.org/
georgia.

-Special Care Plus, a free one-on-one 
consultation program, offers education and 
information to primary caregivers of persons with 
dementia. Any primary caregiver who is caring for 
a loved one with dementia in the home is eligible to 
receive this program. To learn more about the Special 
Care Plus program, call 800-272-3900.

-Want to make a difference in the community? 
Tapestry Hospice is seeking volunteers to provide 
companionship to our patients, read books, make 
crafts, garden, light house cleaning, administrative 
work, etc. If you’re interested contact Megan at 
megan.guthrie@tapestryhospice.com

-The Alzheimer’s Association’s Caring Closet 
was created to help offset the high cost of incontinent 
products and give the families support they often 
desperately need. If you would like to visit the nearest 
Closet, call the chapter office to receive a flier with 
locations and hours. Morning Pointe in Calhoun has 
a Caring Closet; call Mary Braden at 706-629-0777.

-Community volunteers are needed at 
Countryside Hospice Care, where the mission is 
to promote comfort and dignity at the end of life. 
The agency covers 26 Northwest Georgia counties 
between three offices in LaFayette, Rome, and 
Newnan. If you would like to participate in this 
rewarding program, call 706-638-7651 or 1-800-660-
7381.

-Discovering Hope, an autism support group 
for Northwest Georgia, meets the fourth Tuesday of 
each month at 6:30 p.m. at Friendship Baptist Church, 

Rocky Face. For more information, call Connie Post 
at 706-673-7765 or www.discoveringhope.us.

-Caring Connection is a telephone support 
group especially for caregivers of loved ones with 
Alzheimer’s who cannot leave their homes because of 
care responsibilities. This support group is as close as 
the phone. Call 706-275-0819 or 1-800-272-3900 and 
ask to be enrolled in Caring Connection.

-Grief Recovery Group for those who have 
lost loved ones and friends, receive support and 
guidance with the Four Tasks of Grieving. Cost 
is Free. Second Wednesday of each month at 1 
p.m. at Harris Radiation Therapy Center at Gordon 
Hospital. For more information or to RSVP, please 
call 706.879.5850.

-The Compassionate Friends of Dalton and 
N.W. Georgia is part of a worldwide effort that has 
helped many families cope with the loss of a child and 
to honor our children’s memory. The Compassionate 
Friends meets on the third Thursday of each month 
from 7 to 9 p.m. at Evangelical Methodist Church 
(in the “Gathering Place” building), 1035 Abutment 
Road, Dalton (on the hill behind the old Lowe’s 
off Walnut Avenue). For more information, call 
Dawn at 706-277-3312 or 706-264-4458 or e-mail 
dawnsisson@msn.com.

-SING (Surviving Infidelity Necessary to your 
Growth) has formed here. If you are experiencing 
difficulty in marriage and are looking for ways to 
survive, then you should come and be part of these 
meetings designed to help, encourage, and solve 
issues in a marriage that can lead to a promising future 
ahead for the entire family. For more information, 
call Iroka Moore at 706-629-2880.

Help for the Hurting

ONGOING 
-Philadelphia Christian School is 

located off Highway 41 between Calhoun 
and Adairsville. The school offers 4-year-
old kindergarten through 12th grade, using 
the A-Beka curriculum. To find out more 
about the school, call the office at 706-625-
3233.

-Faith Deliverance Ministry and 
Outreach will be taking donations of clothes, 
shoes, also all house hold items to help needy 
families. Call Minister Evelyn Adams at 706-
671-7988. 

-Celebrate Recovery, a faith based 
12-step program, meets every Tuesday at 
6 p.m. at Relevate Church in Ranger off 
411. Call Nicole for information: 706-979-
4713/706-290-8028.

-East Calhoun Church of God, at 
401 Peters Street, gives out groceries and 
clothing through the “Feed the Needy” 
ministry each Saturday from 11 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. The church hosts a miracle healing 
service every first Friday at 7 p.m. For 
more information, contact “Feed the Needy” 
ministry director Florence Jones at 706-409-
1981. Senior pastor is Keith Reid. 

CHURCH DIRECTORY
-Fairmount Church of Christ, located 

at 265 South Avenue in Fairmount, Ga. 
Minister Bobby Gayton. Everyone is invited 
to visit and worship with us. Sunday morning 
Services at 11 a.m.; Bible study at 10 a.m.; 
Wednesday Bible study at 6 p.m.

-Fairmount United Methodist Church-
Loving One Another To Christ. Sunday 
School at 10 a.m.; Worship Service at 
11 a.m. Children’s Church provided. New 
Minister now Leading. New programs and 
community outreach coming soon.

-Pastor Terry Reisner invites everyone 
to the Vision Pentecostal Ministry located 
at 401 South Wall Street in Calhoun. Come 
hear the truth of God’s Word Sundays at 11 
a.m.

-Faith Deliverance Church & 
Outreach Ministry Welcomes Everyone 
to an Anointed Church Service at 1320 
Dawnville Road in Dalton every Sunday 
at 6 p.m. and Thursday at 7 p.m. Pastor 
and Evangelist Evelyn Adams, also an 
Anointed Gospel Singing. Come expecting 
Jesus to move for you. Miracles, Healing, 
Deliverance, Salvation. For more information 
or directions, call Minister Evelyn Adams 
(706) 671-7988

-Pine Chapel United Methodist 
Church, located at 2232 Pine Chapel Road 
in Resaca, “A place to begin, belong and 
become.” Sunday School, 10:15 a.m.; 
Worship, 11 a.m. Pastor Louise W. Elmore.

-Resaca Assembly of God, located at 
904 Resaca Lafayette Rd NW, would like 
to welcome everyone to please come and join 
in worship and meet our Pastor Steve Burns 
and his lovely wife Cathy. Sunday school 
at 10 a.m., worship service on Sunday at 11 
a.m. and 6 p.m.. Everyone is invited.

-Calhoun First United Methodist 
Church Sunday Worship times: 9:00 a.m., 
traditional worship; 10 a.m., Sunday school; 
11 a.m., contemporary service (in the CAC). 
Calhoun First UMC is located at 205 East 
Line Street in downtown Calhoun.

-First Presbyterian Church, located at 
829 Red Bud Road N.E. in Calhoun. Pastor 
David McDonald invites you to join us on 
Sunday for Sunday School at 9:45 a.m., 
Worship Service at 11 a.m., and Bible Study 
Class Tuesday 10 a.m.

-Oakman Baptist Church located at 
397 Oakman Rd. Oakman, Georgia, has 
Sunday school at 10 a.m. Covered dish 
dinner every third Sunday following worship. 

Everyone is invited!
-Damascus Baptist Church, located on 

North Highway 41 in Calhoun, Sunday 
School at 10 a.m. Sunday worship at 11 a.m. 
and Sunday night at 6 p.m.

-Old Sugar Valley United Methodist 
Church located at 2659 Old Rome Dalton 
Road in Calhoun has Breakfast Social at 
9:30 am every Sunday. The church history is 
colorful, dating back to the Civil War, small 
cozy country church nothing fancy! Come 
join us!

-Faith Deliverance Ministry and 
Outreach with Evelyn M. Adams, Minister 
has been ordained as a Minister of the Gospel 
since 1972. Call anytime to come minister 
to your church of place or event at 706-337-
3241. 24-hour prayer line at 706-671-7988. 
Send all prayer requests to P.O Box 394, 
Fairmount GA, 30139. 

-Pleasant Valley Baptist Church 
is a Bible believing & teaching church 
located in the Red Bud Community. Pastor 
Keith Gibson and the congregation invite 
you to come and worship with us at 3882 
Red Bud Rd., Calhoun. Opportunities for 
worship: Bible Study for all ages 10 a.m., 
Children’s Church up to 5th grade 11a.m., 
Worship service 11 a.m. Wednesday night 
service times Prayer Bible Study and Student 
Ministries 7 p.m. 706-624-0198, Fine us on 
Facebook or email pvbccalhoun@gmail.com

-Maranatha Baptist Church on Hwy 
225 across from paradise Drag Strip, 
Calhoun would like to invite you to attend our 
services for Sunday School starting at 10 a.m., 
Worship Service at 10:45 a.m. Wednesday 
Night Services are at 7 p.m. Everyone is 
Welcome. Pastor Richard Webster.

-Evangelistic Outreach Ministries on 
1590 Dews Pond Road. Pastor Mark Kirby 
invites everyone to Fellowship and Worship 
with us. Children’s Church on Sunday 
Services starts at 11:00am Childrens Church 

starts at 11:30am. Wednesday nights Bible 
Study 7:00pm-8:00pm. Come out and see 
what the Lord is doing!

-The College Street Church of God, 
731 College St., Calhoun, 706-483-3666, 
pastor Dewayne Smith, holds weekly 
services: Sunday school at 10 a.m., Sunday; 
morning worship at 11 a.m., Sunday; Sunday 
night service at 6 p.m.; and Bible study on 
Wednesday at 7 p.m.

-Victory Fellowship Center, 925 
Oothcalooga St., invites you to weekly 
worship services held at 11 a.m. every 
Sunday morning. Pastor Joe Stewart and 
the VFC family also invite everyone to join 
each Wednesday at noon and 7:30 p.m. for 
anointed and enlightening Bible studies. If 
you are looking to grow in your understanding 
of God’s plan for your life and gain greater 
insight of the life changing power of His 
word, come and join us as we study the word.

-Boone Ford Baptist Church invites 
you to attend its services for Sunday School 
starting at 10 a.m. and Worship services at 11 
a.m. every Sunday.  Sunday night services are 
at 6 p.m. on the first and third Sunday night 
of each month.  Wednesday night services 
start at 7:30 p.m.  Everyone welcome.  Gary 
Quarles, pastor.

-Pleasant Hill Baptist Church and 
Pastor David Peeler invite everyone to 
attend weekly services. Sunday School 
begins at 10 a.m. and worship at 11 a.m. 
Sunday evening activities and discipleship 
training begin at 6 p.m., and children’s and 
youth programs at 7 p.m. Wednesday service 
begins at 7 p.m., along with Bible study 
programs for children and youth.

-Pastor Steve Corbin invites everyone 
to regular services at New Zion Baptist 
Church. Sunday School is at 10 a.m., 
worship service at 11 a.m. and Sunday night 
service at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday night Bible 
study is at 7:15 a.m. Everyone is welcome.

Church Calendar

Obituaries   
July 4, 2020



4A Gordon Gazette Weekend, July 4, 2020

AD Photography specializes in all aspects 
of photography. We are members of the 

Professional Photographers of America and 
strive to give our clients the best memories 

and photographic quality.

Family
Newborn

Sports
Senior
Prom

Birthday
Wedding

Engagement
Concert

Event Photography

 706-252-5679
       Find us on Facebook

If historical and 
ongoing racism, prejudice 
and discrimination have 
compelled African 
Americans in communities 
across the U.S. to rise up 
in protest, those injustices 
have also taken a toll 
on African Americans’ 
mental health, individually 
and collectively, and long 
before now.

Mental illness has 
never been known to 
discriminate; regardless of 
race or ethnicity, income, 
age, sex or education level, 
anyone might experience 
mental health challenges 
in their lifetime and 

approximately one in five 
people do. Even so, Blacks 
and other minorities in 
America are more likely 
to face circumstances that 
increase a person’s risk 
for poor mental health, 
such as poverty, stress, 
violence and lack of 
access to healthcare. 

In articles I’ve written 
the past two years for 
Minority Mental Health 
Awareness Month, 
I’ve cited a variety of 
statistics that demonstrate 
the disparities between 
whites and people of 
color in mental health and 
accessing mental health 
treatment. Unfortunately, 
those disparities have not 
improved, but still bear 
repeating – if only to 
show that mental health 
issues are yet another area 
where we seem to have a 
racial divide. Consider:

•According to the 
Department of Health and 
Human Services (HHS) 
Office of Minority Health, 
adult African Americans 
are 20 percent more 

likely to report serious 
psychological distress 
than adult whites.

•Both African Americans 
and Hispanics are more 
likely to have feelings of 
sadness, hopelessness and 
worthlessness than whites 
(CDC). 

•Poverty level affects 
mental health status. 
African Americans living 
below the poverty level 
are twice as likely to 
report psychological 
distress as those over 
twice the poverty level. 
According to the U.S. 
Census Bureau, more 
than one in five Black 
people in the U.S. lived in 
poverty as of 2018.

•African Americans of 
all ages are more likely 
to be victims of serious 
violent crime than are 
whites, making them 
more likely to meet the 
diagnostic criteria for 
post-traumatic stress 
disorder (PTSD).

While it is disturbing 
that any percentage of our 
population should face 

ongoing psychological 
distress, we have known 
for some time that poverty 
can affect both mental 
and physical health. But 
poverty can also affect 
access to healthcare 
– so even as African 
Americans are more likely 
to be at risk for mental 
health challenges, they are 
also less likely to receive 
treatment.

•According to the 
Substance Abuse 
and Mental Health 
Services Administration 
(SAMHSA) in 2018, 18.6 
percent of white adults 
reported receiving mental 
health services in the 
past year, compared with 
only 8.7 percent of Black 
adults.

•Further, according to 
the CDC, in 2018, more 
than half of African 
American adults ages 18 
to 49 with serious mental 
illness did not receive 
treatment.

Clearly, as we address 
racism and violence in our 
communities, we must also 

address the mental health 
of African Americans and 
all minority communities. 
We might even speculate 
that true reforms to racism 
and prejudice might have 
a positive impact on the 
mental health of people 
of color in America. But 
we have a long way to go.

So you know where 
Highland Rivers stands 
on these issues, I want to 
close with the statement 
we’ve added to our 
website concerning Black 
Lives Matter:

Highland Rivers Health 
is deeply saddened and 
disheartened by the unjust 
acts and deaths of members 
of our Black community 
that result from racism 
and discrimination. 
As an organization that 
serves individuals and 
families who are often 
marginalized due to 
mental illness, addiction 
or disability, we believe 
the voiced experience of 
those who have suffered 
injustice can truly lead 
us to the change we need. 

We stand in solidarity 
with those who are 
nonviolently protesting 
to bring positive and 
immediate change to 
systems that perpetuate 
social injustice within 
our local, state and 
national communities, 
and those who advocate 
for inclusive communities 
built on equality. 
#blacklivesmatter

Black mental health 
matters too.

 
Melanie Dallas is a 

licensed professional 
counselor and CEO of 
Highland Rivers Health, 
which provides treatment 
and recovery services for 
individuals with mental 
illness, substance use 
disorders, and intellectual 
and developmental 
disabilities in a 12-county 
region of northwest 
Georgia that includes 
Bartow, Cherokee, Floyd, 
Fannin, Gilmer, Gordon, 
Haralson, Murray, 
Paulding, Pickens, Polk 
and Whitfield counties.

HIGHLAND RIVERS HEALTH: Black mental health matters, too

MELANIE DALLAS
Highland Rivers Health

July is National Minority Mental Health Awareness Month
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Another day, another 
COVID-19 record.

Georgia Public Health 
officials reported 3,472 
new cases of coronavirus 
Thursday, breaking the record 
of daily reported infections 
set Wednesday of 2,946 
cases. And the state’s total of 
COVID-19 hospitalizations is 
also at a new high, at 1,649.      

Cody Hall, a spokesperson 
for Gov. Brian Kemp, told 
the Columbus Ledger-
Enquirer that the previous 
high for reported current 
hospitalizations was 1,637 on 
April 23.

The grim new figures come 
as many medical providers are 
urging Gov. Brian Kemp to 
require people to wear masks 
in public places to prevent 
transmission of the virus.

Kemp has resisted that 
call, saying the issue is 
overpoliticized. Kemp has 
launched a “wear a mask’’ tour 
of Georgia cities, accompanied 
by the state’s Public Health 
commissioner, Dr. Kathleen 
Toomey, and U.S. Surgeon 
General Jerome Adams.         

Cases are also surging 
nationally as the Fourth of July 
holiday weekend approaches.

In Texas, another hard-hit 
state, Gov. Greg Abbott ordered 
mandatory face coverings for 
counties that have 20 or more 
cases of COVID-19.             

“We have the ability to keep 
businesses open and move 
our economy forward so that 
Texans can continue to earn a 
paycheck, but it requires each 
of us to do our part to protect 
one another — and that means 

wearing a face covering in 
public spaces,” Abbott said in 
a statement Thursday.

There were 50,655 new 
coronavirus cases reported 
nationwide Wednesday, a 
single-day record. Also on 
Wednesday, Pennsylvania 
announced a requirement that 
people wear face coverings 
when outside their homes. It’s 
the latest in a series of mask 
mandates by individual states.

In Georgia, the virus has 
struck rural communities as 
well as large metro areas.

DeKalb County, which 
contains part of the city of 
Atlanta, sent out an alert to 
residents Thursday morning 
about the rising infections. 
“The number of COVID-19 
cases is rapidly increasing in 
DeKalb and across Georgia,” 
the alert said. “Protect yourself 
and others: Wear a mask when 
you go outside. Practice social 
distancing. Stay home when 
possible. Wash or sanitize your 
hands often. Get tested!”

But DeKalb health officials 
also announced that the 
county’s call center and testing 
sites would close Friday and 
not resume operations until 
Monday, saying the decision 
was “in line with other health 
districts in metro Atlanta and 
in other parts of the state,” the 
AJC reported.

Herman Cain 
hospitalized

Businessman and 2012 
Republican presidential 
contender Herman Cain 
is receiving treatment for 
coronavirus at an Atlanta-
area hospital, according to a 
statement posted to his Twitter 
account.

Cain, who had a syndicated 
show on talk radio for years 
and is a contributor to the 
media outlet Newsmax, was 
hospitalized Wednesday “after 
he had developed symptoms 
serious enough that he required 
hospitalization,” and he was 
informed Monday that he had 
tested positive for the virus.

“Mr. Cain did not require a 
respirator, and he is awake and 
alert,” according to a statement 
released Thursday.                

Cain, as a co-chair of 
Black Voices for Trump, was 
in attendance at President 
Trump’s June 20 rally in Tulsa, 
Okla.

“We honestly have no idea 
where he contracted it. I realize 
people will speculate about 
the Tulsa rally, but Herman 
did a lot of traveling the past 
week, including to Arizona 
where cases are spiking. I 
don’t think there’s any way to 
trace this to the one specific 
contact that caused him to be 
infected. We’ll never know,” 
Dan Calabrese, who has been 

editor of HermanCain.com 
since 2012, said Thursday in 
a post on Cain’s website, CNN 
reported.

Cain, 74, grew up in 
Georgia and graduated from 
Morehouse College. He was 
a senior executive in the 
restaurant business before 

entering politics and working 
in the media. He successfully 
battled Stage IV cancer in 
2006.

Andy Miller is editor and 
CEO of Georgia Health News. 
Visit www.georgiahealthnews.
com.

GEORGIA HEALTH NEWS  
COVID-19 cases hit record highs in state

ANDY MILLER,
Georgia Health News

http://ww.georgiahealthnews.com
http://ww.georgiahealthnews.com
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Physician Group

PERSONALIZED CARE 
FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY

We accept most health insurance plans.

160 Curtis Parkway NE

Calhoun, GA

Primary Care • 706.529.3025

Neurosurgery & Spine • 706.529.7124

Michelle Little, DO 

Family Medicine

Jennifer Smith, FNP-C

Family Medicine

Justin Hare, DO

Neurosurgery and Spine

HamiltonHealth.com/calhoun

Hamilton Physician Group-
Calhoun Primary Care

706.529.3025

Hamilton Physician Group-
Neurosurgery and Spine

706.529.7124
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The Fourth of July is 
just ahead, a time when 
people typically enjoy 
the summer holiday with 
backyard barbecues, 
fireworks, or water fun. 
But this year, celebrating 
Independence Day will 
be different due to the 
ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic. The American 
Red Cross offers safety 
tips you can follow.

If you venture out 
in public, follow these 
coronavirus precautions:

Continue to social 
distance by staying 6 
feet away from others, 
especially if you are 
at high risk for serious 
illness from COVID-19 
(over age 65 or any age 
with underlying medical 
conditions). 

Continue to wear cloth 
face coverings in public. 
Face coverings are most 
essential when social 
distancing is difficult. 

Follow guidelines for 
your area when it comes 
to how large gatherings 
can be. Avoid crowds and 
mass gatherings.

Clean and disinfect 
frequently touched 
surfaces daily.

Stay home if you are 
sick.

 
FIREWORKS SAFETY

Many public fireworks 
shows are canceled this 

summer to avoid holding 
events where large 
crowds will gather. If 
you plan to use your own 
fireworks, check first if it 
is legal in your area.

 Never give fireworks 
to small children, and 
never throw or point a 
firework toward people, 
animals,  vehicles, 
structures, or flammable 
materials. Always follow 
the instructions on the 
packaging.

Keep a supply of water 
close by as a precaution.

Make sure the person 
lighting fireworks always 
wears eye protection.

Light only one 
firework at a time and 
never attempt to relight 
“a dud.”

Store fireworks in 
a cool, dry place away 
from children and pets.

 
GRILLING SAFETY

Grilling fires spark 
more than 10,000 home 
fires on average each 
year in the U.S. To avoid 
this:

Always supervise a 
barbecue grill when in 
use. Don’t add charcoal 
starter fluid when coals 
have already been ignited.

Never grill indoors — 
not in the house, camper, 
tent or any enclosed area.

Make sure everyone, 
stays away from the grill, 
including children and 
pets.

Keep the grill away 
from the house or 

anything that could catch 
fire. 

Use the long-handled 
tools especially made for 
cooking on the grill.

 
WATER SAFETY

Warmer weather means 
enjoying the water. Be 
“water smart,” have 
swimming skills, and 
know-how to help others. 
This includes home 
pools — where young 
children are most at risk 
of drowning — and open 
water, such as ponds, 
rivers, and lakes — where 
people are more likely 
to drown than any other 
location. With less access 
to lifeguarded aquatic 
facilities this summer, 
some may consider open 
water environments that 
are not designated for 
swimming.

 Talk to your children, 
including older youth 
and teenagers, about 
water safety. A variety of 
resources are available at 
redcross.org/watersafety 
and redcross .org/
watersafetyforkids.

If you choose to take 
your family to the water, 
make sure the area is 
designated for swimming 
and has lifeguards on 
duty. Once there, maintain 
social distancing, both 
in and out of the water, 
between you and people 
who don’t live with you.

Wear face coverings 
on land, especially when 
physical distancing is 

difficult. Do not wear 
them in the water as it may 
be difficult to breathe. 
Don’t share goggles, 
nose clips, snorkels, or 
other personal items.

Designate a water 
watcher whose sole 
responsibility is to 
supervise people during 
any in-water activity 
until the next person 
takes over.

Kiddie or inflatable 
pools can be a great way 
to have fun. Drain the 
water from the pool and 
flip it over after swim 
time is over.

 
DOWNLOAD RED 

CROSS APPS The Red 
Cross offers a series 
of free mobile apps to 
put lifesaving safety 
information in the palm 

of your hand. Download 
these apps by searching 
for “American Red 
Cross” in your app store 
or at redcross.org/apps.

The Red Cross Swim 
App has water safety tips 
and resources for parents 
and caregivers along with 
child-friendly games, 
videos, and quizzes.

The Red Cross 
Emergency App can help 
keep you and your loved 
ones safe by putting 
vital information in your 
hand for more than 35 
different severe weather 
and emergency alerts.

The Red Cross First Aid 
App puts instant access to 
information on handling 
the most common first 
aid emergencies at your 
fingertips.

About the American 

Red Cross:
The American Red 

Cross shelters, feeds 
and provides emotional 
support to victims of 
disasters;  supplies 
about 40 percent of the 
nation’s blood; teaches 
skills that save lives; 
provides international 
humanitar ian aid; 
and supports military 
members and their 
families. The Red 
Cross is a not-for-
profit organization that 
depends on volunteers 
and the generosity of 
the American public to 
perform its mission. For 
more information, please 
visit redcross.org or 
cruzrojaamericana.org, 
or visit us on Twitter at 
@RedCross.

GEORGIA RED CROSS

Georgia’s Red Cross Offers 20 Ways to Stay 
Safe as You Celebrate the Fourth of July

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

-Calhoun AA Group meetings. Monday, 
Wednesday and Saturday from 7 - 8 p.m.; Tuesday 
and Thursday from 12 - 1 p.m. and Sunday 9:30 - 10:30 
a.m. Located at 318 North River Street, Calhoun, GA, 
30701.

-Volunteers make a wonderful difference! 
PruittHealth Hospice is looking for people of vision 
and empathy who wish to make a difference in their 
community one person at a time. If you have a heart 
for others and wish to be of service, please contact us at 
706-602-9546. Remember…you can make a difference 
for the good!

-Want to make a difference in the community? 
Tapestry Hospice is seeking volunteers to provide 
companionship to our patients, read books, make 
crafts, garden, light house cleaning, administrative 
work, etc. If you’re interested contact Megan at megan.
guthrie@tapestryhospice.com

-Families Anonymous is a 12-step program, for 
those concerned about drug abuse and behavior 
problems of a relative or friend. Completely 
anonymous, non professional, and non religious. 
No dues, no fees. Not connected with any hospital 
or agency. Located on Red Bud Road in plaza below 
Fitness First, next to Calhoun Counseling Center (Dr. 
Bledsoe’s office). Meeting every Thursday 7 - 8 p.m. 
Call 770-548-7849 for more information.

-The Life Choice Hospice Bereavement Support 
Group will be meeting the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month. The support group is open to anyone in the 
community who would like to attend. The office and 
support group are located at 189 Professional Court, 
Suite 300, Calhoun. For Information, contact Jennifer 
at 706-602-9001.

-BONDAGE BREAKERS - Breaking the chains 
of addiction one soul at a time. Every Thursday night 
at 7 p.m. at Crane Eater Community Church, located at 
3168 Red Bud Rd Calhoun, GA 30701.

-The Calhoun Pregnancy Center Inc., located on 
the corner of Peters Street and East Belmont Drive, 
is open every Monday, Tuesday and Friday from noon 
until 4 p.m. The center is also open each Thursday from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday available by appointment 
only. Closed Wednesdays and Sundays. To visit the 
center, call 706-625-5768 to make an appointment.

-La Leche League of Calhoun and Rome offers 
free breastfeeding support and information. The 
meetings are open to all mothers (children also 
welcome), expectant mothers and women interested 
in breastfeeding. Calhoun location meets the second 
Monday of each month at 10 a.m. Leaders are available 
to answer questions. For more information, call Erin at 
706-234-3980 or email at LLLCalhounRome@gmail.
com.

-The Georgia Chapter of the Alzheimer’s 
Association is sponsoring a monthly support group 
at Morning Pointe Assisted Living, 660 Jolly Road, 
on the third Tuesday of each month at 6 p.m. For more 
information or directions, call Mary Braden at 770-
548-4683 or Karen Parrott at 706-346-5220. For more 
information about dementia and Alzheimer’s disease, 
call 800-272-3900 or visit www.alz.org/georgia.

-Special Care Plus, a free one-on-one consultation 
program, offers education and information to 
primary caregivers of persons with dementia. Any 

primary caregiver who is caring for a loved one 
with dementia in the home is eligible to receive this 
program. To learn more about the Special Care Plus 
program, call 800-272-3900.

-The Georgia Long-Term Care Ombudsman 
Program seeks to improve the quality of life for 
residents of long-term care facilities. For more 
information, call Linda Ann Daniel at 1-866-565-8213 
or 706-272-2158.

-The Alzheimer’s Association’s Caring Closet 
was created to help offset the high cost of incontinent 
products and give the families support they often 
desperately need. If you would like to visit the nearest 
Closet, call the chapter office to receive a flier with 
locations and hours. Morning Pointe in Calhoun has a 
Caring Closet; call Mary Braden at 706-629-0777.

-The Northwest Georgia Parkinson Disease 
Association, Inc., is offering a monthly support 
group for persons living with Parkinson Disease, their 
caregivers, family and friends. The support group will 
meet at Gordon Hospital; Conference Room A. For any 
questions about the support group and future meetings, 
call James Trussell at 706-235- 3164 or 706-346-5678.

-Are you interested in losing pounds and inches? 
Join TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) for support 
and how-to information. Meetings are on Monday 
nights. Weigh-ins begin at 6 p.m., and group support 
and information starts at 7 p.m. at the Gordon County 
Senior Citizens Center, 150 Cambridge Court, Calhoun. 
For more information, call 706-847-3306.

-Community volunteers are needed at Countryside 
Hospice Care, where the mission is to promote comfort 
and dignity at the end of life. The agency covers 26 
Northwest Georgia counties between three offices in 
LaFayette, Rome, and Newnan. If you would like to 
participate in this rewarding program, call 706-638-
7651 or 1-800-660-7381.

-Discovering Hope, an autism support group for 
Northwest Georgia, meets the fourth Tuesday of each 
month at 6:30 p.m. at Friendship Baptist Church, Rocky 
Face. For more information, call Connie Post at 706-
673-7765 or www.discoveringhope.us.

-Caring Connection is a telephone support 
group especially for caregivers of loved ones with 
Alzheimer’s who cannot leave their homes because 
of care responsibilities. This support group is as close 
as the phone. Call 706-275-0819 or 1-800-272-3900 
and ask to be enrolled in Caring Connection.

-Grief Recovery Group for those who have 
lost loved ones and friends, receive support and 
guidance with the Four Tasks of Grieving. Cost is Free. 
Second Wednesday of each month at 1 p.m. at Harris 
Radiation Therapy Center at Gordon Hospital. For 
more information or to RSVP, please call 706.879.5850.

-The Compassionate Friends of Dalton and N.W. 
Georgia is part of a worldwide effort that has helped 
many families cope with the loss of a child and to 
honor our children’s memory. The Compassionate 
Friends meets on the third Thursday of each month 
from 7 to 9 p.m. at Evangelical Methodist Church (in 
the “Gathering Place” building), 1035 Abutment Road, 
Dalton (on the hill behind the old Lowe’s off Walnut 
Avenue). For more information, call Dawn at 706-277-
3312 or 706-264-4458 or e-mail dawnsisson@msn.
com.

-SING (Surviving Infidelity Necessary to your 
Growth) has formed here. If you are experiencing 
difficulty in marriage and are looking for ways to 
survive, then you should come and be part of these 
meetings designed to help, encourage, and solve issues 
in a marriage that can lead to a promising future ahead 
for the entire family. For more information, call Iroka 
Moore at 706-629-2880.

-United Hospice is seeking volunteers who can 
help others through companionship, reading, sharing, 
and other small tasks. Give the gift of caring and enjoy 
the privilege of sharing in your local area. Call Dan 
Hogan at 706-602-9546 or 800-867-7976.

-Looking for a 12-step meeting for men and 
women? At “Road to Recovery,” recognizing Jesus 
Christ as our higher power, they take the 12 steps and 
compare how they are taken from scripture and how to 
apply them to our lives to experience true freedom from 
the bondages of addiction. The meetings are free and 
open to the public at World Harvest Church locations in 
Cherokee and Gordon counties. For more information, 
call 706-602-1919. The Calhoun church is located 
at 2335 Red Bud Road. The meetings here are every 
Monday and Thursday at 7 p.m.

-A 12-step-meeting for Overeaters Anonymous 
is held at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, 901 W. 
Emory St, Dalton on Thursdays at 6 p.m. Call Nan at 
706-695-9008 or Stephanie at 706-847-8125 for more 
information.

-Caring for a loved one who is suffering from 
late-stage cancer is certainly one of life’s hardest 
experiences. But you do not have to go through this 
alone. The Harris Radiation Therapy Center at Gordon 
Hospital provides a place for you to meet each month 
with others who understand what you are going through 
during this difficult time. Strength for Caring, a support 
group for caregivers of patients with advanced stages 
of cancer meets on the second Tuesday of each month 
from 2-3 p.m. at the Harris Radiation Therapy Center 
at Gordon Hospital, 1035 Red Bud Road. For more 
information, please call 706-879-5853.

-Dealing with a cancer diagnosis is difficult for 
everyone involved – the patient and their loved ones. 
But you are not alone. The Harris Radiation Therapy 
Center at Gordon Hospital, 1035 Red Bud Road, hosts 
a Support Group for cancer patients, survivors, and 
caregivers on the third Wednesday of each month 
from noon until 1 p.m. Lunch is served. For more 
information and to RSVP, please call 706-879-5853. 
We offer a hand to hold and an ear to listen as you go 
through this difficult time.

-The Alzheimer’s Auxiliary of North Georgia is 
seeking new members. Members of this auxiliary are 
a vital part in the work of the Alzheimer’s Association. 
Currently, two auxiliaries, one in North Georgia and 
one in Atlanta, provide support and financial assistance 
to people affected by Alzheimer’s disease. There are 
many volunteer opportunities to work with the regional 
offices in supporting those living with the disease, as 
well as caregivers. Some events auxiliary members 
participate in are an annual bake sale, the annual gala, 
Memory Walk, and health fairs. For annual membership, 
yearly dues of $35 per person are requested. For more 
information about joining the Alzheimer’s Auxiliary, 
contact the Alzheimer’s Association at 706-275-0819.

Support Groups
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June 2020
-Copper Creek Farm Sunflower Festival: 

Friday, June 12 - July 11.  Copper Creek Farm is 
located at 1514 Reeves Station Road SW in Calhoun. 
For more information, visit www.coppercreekfarm.
com

Notices
-TALLATOONA BEGINS LIHEAP COOLING 

ASSISTANCE. Low Income Energy Assistance 
Program Cooling Assistance available; 
appointments have begun for seniors: Tallatoona 
Community Action Partnership, Inc. has begun 
the annual Low Income Home Energy Assistance 
Program (LIHEAP) Cooling Assistance for 
Gordon County.

On April 1 at 8:30 a.m., Tallatoona began 
accepting appointments for the LIHEAP cooling 
program for senior households age 65 and older, 
along with homebound households. Appointments 
for the general public will be accepted beginning 
May 1, beginning at 8:30 a.m.

Gordon County residents who qualify will receive 
either $350 or $400 toward their electric bill.

To schedule an appointment, visit the Tallatoona 
website at www.tallatoonacap.org and click 
‘BookNow,’ or call 770-817-4666, extension 2.

It’s important to note that due to health and safety 
concerns related to COVID 19, appointments for 
assistance will be completed remotely by phone. 
Tallatoona officers are currently closed until further 
notice.

-Story times at the Calhoun-Gordon County 
Library, 100 N. Park Ave. in Calhoun, are 10:30 
a.m. on Thursdays

-Fairmount Library is now located inside of 
City Hall on the second floor. Story time is held 
every second Saturday of the month at 11 a.m. 
and New Horizon Book Club is held on the second 
Thursday of the month. For more information call 
706-337-5306.

-If your school, church, civic or other 
organization would like a representative from the 
Georgia State Patrol to come and speak with your 
group on law enforcement or public safety matters, 
call 706-624-1477.

-Story times at the Calhoun-Gordon County 
Library, 100 N. Park Ave. in Calhoun, are 10:30 
a.m. on Thursdays.

-The Calhoun Adult Learning Center has so 
much to offer. Make the center your window 
to the world. Free study programs are offered 
during the day and evening sessions. Enroll in adult 
education today. Call 706-624-1111. The center is 
located on the campus of Georgia Northwestern 
Technical College.

-The Gordon County Saddle Club meets the 
fourth Thursday of each month. The meetings 
will be held at the Gordon County Agricultural 
Service Center, 1282 Hwy 53 Spur SW Suite 200, 
Calhoun, Ga. 30701. Contact 770-548-5956 for 
more information.

-The Gordon County Nutrition Site would like 
to invite seniors ages 60 and over to come to the 
Senior Center, located at 150 Cambridge Court 
Monday–Friday at 11:30 a.m. for a nutritious meal. 
The meal is free of charge. We are also the center 
for Meals on Wheels for the homebound. For more 
information, please contact Jackie Owens, Nutrition 
Site Manager at 706-629-0392.

To add your community event to Gordon Gazette’s 
Community Events Calendar, email Staff@
GordonGazetteGa.com

Community Events

damage and found none. 
The caretaker of the cemetery arrived on scene 

and told the deputy he had not witnessed anyone 
prowling around but that he was very upset about the 
flags. The deputy picked up all of the flags on the 
ground and placed them around the cemetery.

The cemetery, the oldest Confederate cemetery 
in Georgia, is the burial place of more than 450 
Confederate soldiers who died during the Battle of 
Resaca during the Civil War, which took place May 
14 -15, 1864.

According to local historian Ken Padgett, there 
were approximately 10,000 casualties at the Battle 
of Resaca. 

 “More troops fought in Resaca than in 
Chickamauga, Kennesaw Mountain, Battle of Atlanta 
or any other time in Georgia’s history,” said Padgett.

The cemetery was the work of Resaca resident 
Mary Green.

According to Padgett, Green lived on a plantation 
near the present day Chitwood farm in Resaca, and 
her father, James, was a veteran of the Mexican-
American War. Her brother was a colonel in the 
Confederate Army, serving as an engineer. 

“After the battle, their house was located right 
off the Western Atlantic Railroad, right on the 
western side, so Mary, her sister  and a former slave 
collected around 400 dead Confederate soldiers,” 
said Padgett. “The Federal dead were removed by 
rail to Chattanooga and buried in what is now called 
the National Cemetery. Mary collected a lot of 
items off the soldiers, like letters they might have 

written, and identified the soldiers then buried them. 
The cemetery is laid out in a semi-circle by State, 
and she identified the soldiers by their buttons or 
buckles. All-in-all, there are 450 interred at Resaca 
Confederate Cemetery. There is one mass grave, 
where the cross is located. Those are the last ones 
buried. Her father gave her the two-and-a-half acres 
for the purpose to bury the soldiers. She wrote letters 
asking for help, telling people all over the country 
that she had these known loved ones in the cemetery. 
The New York Times published her letters; all the 
major newspapers did. She would write letters so 
people would know where their loved ones were 
buried.”

Anyone with any information on the criminal 
trespass is asked to call the Gordon County Sheriff’s 
Office at 706-629-1245.

CEMETERY 
From page 1A

having just graduated, Holden was a Calhoun High 
School Student Government Officer and Treasurer 
of the 2020 Class.  A talented woodworker, he was 
a member of Skills USA and won second place in 
the State Competition in the woodworking category. 
He owns two businesses: WH Woodworking and a 
cattle business called WH Farms.  He was a member 
of Future Farmers of America and Fellowship of 

Christian Athletes. 
A member of Rock Bridge Community Church, 

he serves on the Usher Team. He also is involved 
with the LINK program, his church’s group for 
middle and high school students that meets weekly.  

This year, only the winners and runners-up of 
the People’s Choice and Judges’ Choice will receive 
scholarships. The first-place team will receive 
$1,000 per student; the second-place team will 
receive $750 per student and the third-place team 
will receive $500 per student.

This will be the fourth student show, which spun 

off the adult version that ran for five years at the 
historic GEM Theatre.  The dancers are learning 
more about United Way, its agencies and programs.  
As details unfold and plans are finalized, additional 
information will be made available through social 
media and the United Way website. 

The mission of United Way of Gordon County 
is to accurately assess the needs of Gordon County 
and to mobilize available resources to meet those 
needs. It serves eighteen local agencies in Gordon 
County, as well as serving as a referral source for 
the community.

DWTS 
From page 1A
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Oh, we went there: For anyone who loves bacon 
burgers, we have a dip loaded with ground beef, 
onion, Worcestershire, and cheese.

All you do is cook onion and ground beef in a 
skillet until browned, cook bacon and crumble it, 
then stir together all of that with cream cheese, two 
types of cheese—we love cheddar and Monterey jack 
here but use whatever your favorite type of cheese 
on a burger is!—and Worcestershire. Bake it until 
bubbly and serve with potato chips for the dip of your 
meat lovin’ dreams.         

INGREDIENTS
1 tbsp. extra-virgin olive oil
1 large onion, chopped
1/2 lb. ground beef
6 slices bacon
8 oz. cream cheese, softened
3/4 c. shredded cheddar
3/4 c. shredded Monterey jack
1 tbsp. Worcestershire sauce
1 tsp. garlic powder
Kosher salt
Freshly ground black pepper
Potato chips, for serving          

DIRECTIONS
Preheat oven to 350°. In a large skillet over 

medium-high heat, heat oil. Cook onion until soft, 4 
to 5 minutes, then add beef and cook until no longer 
pink, about 6 minutes. Drain fat, then add beef to a 
large bowl.

Wipe out skillet and add bacon. Cook over medium 
heat until crispy, 6 minutes, then drain on a paper 
towel-lined plate. Let cool, then crumble and add to 
bowl with the beef.

Add cream cheese, cheddar, Monterey jack, 
Worcestershire, and garlic powder to bowl and 
season generously with salt and pepper. 

Transfer mixture to an ovenproof baking dish or 
skillet and bake until dip is warmed through and 
cheese is golden and bubbly, 12 to 15 minutes.

Serve with potato chips.

CONTRIBUTED

Celebrate your freedom with these recipes that are  
sure to please at every Fourth of July cookout
Bacon 

Cheeseburger 
Dip

BBQ  
Grilled  

Chicken

Let’s be honest: grilled chicken may not seem like the 
most exciting meat out there, but it’s affordable, crowd-
pleasing and a snap to cook. So why not skip the burgers 
at your next barbecue and try this super-easy recipe 
instead? You won’t want to sleep on the sauce, which 
is a classic BBQ jazzed up with honey and lime. It’s so 
flavorful, the chicken really doesn’t need a marinade—
which means you get to eat it way sooner. 

How long should I heat up the grill?
When grilling, you want to get those grates ripping hot 

before starting to cook. To get gorgeous grill marks and 
avoid dried out food, preheat your grill (gas or charcoal) 
for 10 to 15 minutes.

How long does chicken take to cook? 
It depends. For boneless skinless chicken breasts, 

you’re looking at 8 to 10 minutes per side. For drumsticks, 
it’ll be 10 to 15 minutes per side. This will allow for the 
chicken to get a bit of char and smokey flavor without 
overcooking it.

What temperature does the chicken need to be 
before I pull it from the grill?

According to USDA regulations, chicken must be 
cooked to an internal temperature of 165ºF. Insert a 
thermometer at the thickest part of the meat to get an 
accurate reading (and if you’re grilling bone-in chicken, 
don’t hit the bones when taking the temperature).

Do I really need to baste the chicken?
Yes! The first layer is important, but brushing the 

chicken with more of the sauce during cooking will lead 
to more caramelization and more of the sauce’s flavor 
coating the chicken.

INGREDIENTS
2 c. barbecue sauce
Juice of 1 lime
2 tbsp. honey
1 tbsp. hot sauce
Kosher salt
Freshly ground black pepper
1 lb. boneless skinless chicken breasts (or drumsticks)
Vegetable oil, for grill       

DIRECTIONS
In a large bowl, whisk together barbecue sauce, lime 

juice, honey, and hot sauce and season with salt and 
pepper. Set aside 1/2 cup for basting.

Add chicken to bowl and toss until coated.
Heat grill to high. Oil grates and grill chicken, basting 

with reserved marinade, until charred, 8 minutes per side 
for breasts, and 10 to 12 minutes per side for drumsticks.

CONTRIBUTED
This dip, inspired by The Decorated Cookie, is the 

most delicious way to be patriotic!                

INGREDIENTS
4 sheets hershey’s chocolate
19 marshmallows
1 c. water
1 c. red, white, and blue sanding sugar
Graham crackers, for serving                       

DIRECTIONS
Preheat oven to 450°.
In a square glass pan, place a layer of Hershey’s to 

cover the bottom of the pan.
Dip 5 marshmallows in water and roll them in blue 

sanding sugar. Place on parchment paper to dry.
Repeat this process to make 6 red marshmallows 

and 8 white marshmallows.
Using kitchen shears, cut each marshmallow in 

half.
Place marshmallows cut side down on the chocolate 

to form a flag.
Bake for 8 to 10 minutes and serve with graham 

crackers.

CONTRIBUTED

July 4th  
S’mores  

Dip

INGREDIENTS
1 half g. vanilla ice 

cream
3 drops red food 

coloring
3 drops blue food 

coloring        

DIRECTIONS
Soften ice cream to a 

soft serve/yogurt texture. Evenly divide ice cream 
into three bowls.

Place red food coloring in one bowl and blue food 
coloring in the other, using a whisk beat each bowl 
until color is well blended.

Layer bottom of glass with red ice cream, then 
plain vanilla and blue ice cream, using long spoon or 
knife drag it from the bottom to the top, stirring in 
between to mix the color (do not overmix).

Optional decorating idea: Finish with whipped 
cream and red, white and blue confetti

CONTRIBUTED

Firecracker 
Milkshake
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