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Georgia Brian Kemp 
addressed state residents 
on Monday afternoon, 
discussing Phase One of 
reopening many sectors 
of the economy, many 
of which will begin to 
reopen this Friday, April 
24.

“We remain focused 
on the safety and well-
being of every person 
that calls Georgia 
home,” said Kemp. “Last 
week, the White House 
issued guidelines for 
states to safely begin 
reopening our nation’s 

economy. We appreciate 
the leadership and share 
in the President’s desire 
to reopen the economy 
and get Americans back 
to work. As a small 
business owner for over 
30 years, I know the 
impact that this pandemic 
has had on hard-working 
Georgians.”          

“I hear the concerns 
of those I serve,” said 
Kemp. “I see the horrible 
impact of COVID-
19 on public health 
as well as the pocket 
book. Informed by the 
Coronavirus Task Force 
and Public Health 
Officials, opening up 

America again includes 
three phases to safely 
reopen and get folks 
back to work. To initiate 
Phase One, a state must 
meet a series of basic 
criteria which can be 
tailored to reflect specific 
circumstances for region 

or state-wide approach. 
For weeks now, our 
state has taken targeted 
action to prevent, 
detect and address the 
spread of Coronavirus 

Gov. Kemp announces Phase One of Georgia  
business re-openings beginning Friday, April 24

At  Tuesday ’s 
online meeting of the 
Gordon County Board 
of Commissioners, 
County Administrator 
Jim Ledbetter updated 
the Board on various 
projects taking place 
in Gordon County, but 
began the meeting with 
general reminders on the 

COVID-19 pandemic.
“The state-wide 

Shelter in Place order 
continues in effect with 
l imited reopenings 
as announced by the 
governor on Monday,” 
said Ledbetter. “For 
our community, the 
virus remains a deadly, 
contagious threat. We 
as a community have 
kept our numbers down 

comparatively speaking, 
although we’ve seen it 
going up lately. I would 
ask everyone to stay 
vigilant and protect 
each other, especially 
our elderly and at-risk 
populations.”

The first project 
update Ledbetter gave 

New Health Department building nearing completion, 
other project updates discussed at County meeting
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Every year during the second week 
of April, the telecommunications 
personnel in the public safety 
community are honored, and even in a 
time of social distancing and sheltering 
in place, this year was no exception 
as the telecommunicators of Gordon 
County E-911 were honored by several 
businesses throughout the community.

“It’s been an interesting year to say 
the least, and I cannot find the words 
to express to my staff what my heart 
holds,” said Gordon County E-911 
Director Debbie Vance. “We have had 
some old friends move on to other 
places but gained new friends who are 
now a part of our family. This fantastic 
group has jumped in and took care of 
business without complaint no matter 
what I have thrown at them. They are 
a group of professionals who know the 
meaning of hard work and dedication.”

Telecommunicators are the frontline 
of any emergency in the community. 
They are the ones who take emergency 
calls at 911, and dispatch the first 
responder services, law enforcement, 
fire and medical, to the scene of 
a variety of emergencies including 

wrecks, fires and medical calls.
“Each and every day, as public 

safety communications officers, they 
put it all on the line,” said Vance. 
“They may not be putting their life on 
the line as they effectively respond to 
the needs of citizens who have placed 
calls for help, but in many ways they 
are charged with a responsibility even 
greater than that. Once the call is 
made, they not only hold the lives of 
those persons the caller will tell them 
about, but also hold the lives of all 
responders within their hands.”

While Vance and her staff 
look forward each year to the 911 
Community Open House held during 
Telecommuinicators Week, the event 
has been postponed while the stay 
in place order, due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, remains active.

Along with Vance, there are 19 
telecommunicators at Gordon County 
911, along with Operations Manager 
Angela Gillman and Training Manager 
Amy Ivey, and each member of the 
911 staff has their own reason they 
do what they do each day. There’s a 
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See COUNTY,  
page 9A

See 911,  
page 10A

Businesses allowed to 
reopen Friday, April 24
•Gyms & Fitness  
 Centers  
•Bowling Alleys  
•Body Art Studios  
•Barbers  
•Cosmetologists 

•Hair Designers  
•Nail Care Artists  
•Estheticians  
•Massage Therapists  
•Schools related to  
 those professions

Businesses allowed to 
reopen Monday, April 27

•Theaters  
•Private Social Clubs  

•Restaurant Dine-In Services
See KEMP, 
page 10A

Staff of Gordon County E-911 recognized during 
National Public Safety Telecommunicators Week
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One of 19 telecommunicators at Gordon County E-911, taking an emergency call 
during National Public Safety Telecommunicators Week. 
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On April 7, a member of 
Heritage Baptist Church in 
Calhoun began building crosses 
as a way to spread the message 
that Jesus is accessible to 
everyone in Gordon County.

“I joined a group on Facebook, 
from Swainsboro, Georgia, who 
had been providing crosses 
(for their community) for a 
while,” said Heritage Baptist 
Church member Brent Parker. 
“They were providing crosses 
of different sizes to those in 
their community. (That group) 
went national. And I thought, 

‘Nobody is doing it here.’ 
This was when the COVID-19 
Pandemic was just coming to 
our area. People were panicking 
– I wasn’t panicking. I have the 
peace of Jesus in me. I decided 
I would start providing crosses. 
I got my first donation of 12 
pieces of lumber on April 7, 
and posted it online with the 
message, ‘The Lord has led me 
to do this.’ I felt we needed to 
do something to give people 
peace and the Lord laid it on my 
heart to start building crosses.”

“We have a text group of a 
bunch of men at the church, and 
Brent had texted out that day 
and it was amazing, because the 

day before, I had built a 16-foot 
cross in my yard,” said Heritage 
Baptist Church Pastor Shane 
Parrott. I built (my cross) and 
got to share the Gospel twice 
within the first 15 minutes of 
putting it up. So when Brent 
sent that text, I knew God was 
in it because He had laid it on 
more hearts. Brent said, ‘Hey, 
I’m going to build these.’ It was 
a church member who donated 
the wood for that first set of 
crosses. Once he had that first 
set built, he asked me where 

There’s room at the cross for all!
Brandi Owczarz
gordongazettega@gmail.com

See CROSS,  
page 5A

Gordon County Faith Not Fear Cross Ministry is changing the community by providing  
wood crosses for free for anyone as a reminder that Jesus is accessible to everyone
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During the 2020 Adult 
Education Conference 
and Exceptional Adult 
Georgian in Literacy 
Education (EAGLE) 
Leadership Institute 
held recently in Atlanta, 
Georgia Northwestern 
Technical College’s 
(GNTC) Adult Education 
program was awarded 
the Distinguished Test 
Center Performance 
Award by the Technical 
College System of 
Georgia (TCSG).

The award reflects the 
number of GNTC testers 
who passed all four parts 
of the GED® test in 
Fiscal Year 2019. The 
center saw 628 students 
complete all four portions 
of the test during Fiscal 
Year 19, around a 10 
percent increase from the 
previous year.

According to Latanya 
Overby, TCSG director 
of the High School 
Equivalency Program, 
the award recognizes 
GED® Testing Programs 
in each of the three 
categories serving test-
takers. The award was 
based on the testing 

center’s volume of test-
takers completing all 
four tests - also known 
as completers - and its 
percentage of growth 
in completers from the 
previous year. 

“First and foremost, 
we have a great team,” 
said Lisa Shaw GNTC 
vice president of 
Adult Education. “Our 
instructors and staff 
members are committed 
to ensuring individuals 
entering our test centers 
have all of the support 
and resources they need 
in order to meet their 
educational goals.”

In addition to the 
award, GNTC’s Adult 
Education program 
was also recognized in 
the TCSG newsletter 
for its best practices 
in adapting classes to 
better serve students 
during the COVID-19 
pandemic. According 
to Shaw, the Adult 
Education program’s 
online distance learning 
implementation plan 
involves identifying 
resources and the 
resources available to 
students.  The program 
then identifies a delivery 

program and methods for 
contacting students.

T h e  p r o g r a m 
contacted each student to 
gain information about 
their interest and ability 
in distance learning. 
GNTC staff then 
utilized this information 
to develop distance 
education plans catered 
to each student, such 
as assigning students 
to teachers with the 
same time availability. 
This approach took into 
consideration student 
feedback in order to 
create a program that 
meets student’s needs, 
preferences, schedules 
and changes in day-to-
day life.

“At the root of all of 
our ‘best practices,’ both 
in our testing centers 
and our educational 
plan, is the desire for 
student success,” said 
Shaw. “When we put the 
success of the people we 
serve as our first priority; 
their success becomes 
our success.”

Georgia Northwestern 
Technical  Col lege 
p rov ides  qua l i ty 
workforce education to 
the citizens of Northwest 

Georgia .  S tudents 
have the opportunity 
to earn an associate 
degree, diploma, or a 
certificate in business, 
health, industrial, or 
public service career 
paths. This past year, 
12,454 people benefited 
from GNTC’s credit and 

noncredit  programs. 
With an annual credit 
enrollment of 7,730 
students, GNTC is 
the largest college in 
Northwest  Georgia. 
GNTC has an additional 
enrollment of 4,724 
people through adult 
education, continuing 

education, business and 
industry training, and 
Georgia Quick Start.  
For more information 
about GNTC, visit us at 
www.GNTC.edu. GNTC 
is a unit of the Technical 
College System of 
Georgia and an Equal 
Opportunity Institution.

GNTC’s Adult Education program receives 
distinguished testing center award
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GNTC President Dr. Heidi Popham (from left) stands with Chad Mutchler, Adult 
Educator instructor; and Lisa Shaw, vice president of Adult Education after the Adult 
Education program was awarded the TCSG Distinguished Test Center Performance 
Award.

ROME, GA: Any Northwest 
Georgian with symptoms of 
Coronavirus disease (COVID-19), 
such as fever, dry cough, or shortness 
of breath, may receive free testing 
provided by public health at one of 
four sites in Bartow, Floyd, Paulding, 
and Walker counties.

The following people without 
symptoms may also be tested: 

Healthcare workers,  f irst 
responders, and other critical 
infrastructure workers that have been 
exposed to COVID-19

Residents of a long-term care 
facility or other group residential 
setting experiencing an outbreak of 
COVID-19

 Call 706-802-5329 from 8:30 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. Monday through Friday and 
from 8:30 a.m. to noon Saturday to be 
screened for testing.

Free COVID-19 testing now 
available at four Northwest 

Georgia sites in Bartow, 
Floyd, Paulding, and 

Walker counties
CONTRIBUTED

Garden Buddies Garden Club will have a Plant, Craft and Yard Art Sale at 
1210 Hill City Road in Sugar Valleyon Thursday, Friday and Saturday, April 
23, 24 and 25,  from 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. each day. There will be garden and yard 
plants and other items. 

Garden Buddies Garden 
Club to hold Plant, Craft and 

Yard Sale this weekend
CONTRIBUTED



Randy Cantrell, Sr.
Randy Dewayne 

Cantrell Sr., 48, of 
Adairsville, departed this 
life Friday, April 17, 2020 
at Cartersville Medical 
Center.

Randy was born on Feb. 
18, 1972 in Jacksonville, 
Fla. He was a son of the 
late Steven Cantrell and 
Deborah Diane Redd. In 
addition to his parents, he 
was also preceded in death by a brother, Roger Cantrell; 
and grandparents, Daris and Frank Reins.

He is survived by his loving wife, Viola Hall Cantrell; 
daughters, Katerina Cantrell of Adairsville and McKayla 
Cantrell of Calhoun; sons, Randy Cantrell Jr., and 
Dustin Cantrell of Rome, Austin Cantrell of Adairsville; 
grandchildren, Alayia, Addison, and Kayden Cantrell, 
Brantley Waits; brother, Ricky Williams; step-brother, 
Buran Hall; step-sister, April Young, all of Adairsville; 
several nieces and nephews also survive.

Services to celebrate the life of Randy Cantrell Sr. 
will be held on Thursday, April 23, 2020 at 3 p.m. from 
the graveside at Pleasant Valley Full Bible Church in 
Adairsville. The family will receive friends on Thursday 
from 12 p.m. until the service hour at the graveside.

There will be a private family visitation on Wednesday 
at Ponders Calhoun Chapel.

Arrangements are by family owned and operated 
Ponders Calhoun Chapel, 675 Jolly Road, Calhoun, GA. 
706-625-7577

Shirley Carroll
Mrs. Shirley Ann 

Blackmon Carroll, 66, of 
Calhoun, departed this life 
Friday afternoon, April 
17, 2020 at AdventHealth 
Gordon Hospital.

Shirley was born in 
Rome on July 17, 1953. 
She was a daughter of 
the late William Charles 
Blackmon and Emily 
Elizabeth Johnston.

She is survived by her 
daughters, Rhonda Scott and Beth Hernandez, both of 
Calhoun, and Terri Charmayne Carroll of Rome; sister, 
Alice Johnston Pendleton of Kennesaw; brother, Robert 
William Blackmon of Rome; seven grandchildren and 
three great-grandchildren.

To fulfill Shirley’s wish she will be cremated, and no 
formal services will be held at this time.

Condolences may be expressed to the family at www.
pondersfuneralhome.com.

Arrangements by family owned and operated Ponders 
Calhoun Chapel and Ponders Crematory. We are the only 
funeral home in Gordon and Whitfield Counties to own 
and operate our own crematory,   ensuring your loved one 
never leaves our care. 675 Jolly Rd Calhoun GA 30701 
706-625-7577

Aveline Franks
Mrs. Aveline Franks, 

91, of Resaca, departed this 
life Monday morning, April 
20, 2020 at AdventHealth 
Gordon.

Mrs. Franks was born 
on May 30, 1928 in Dalton. 
She was a daughter of the 
late Warren and Dora Keene 
Chitwood. In addition to 
her parents she was also 
preceded in death by her 
husband, Claude Edward Franks; a son, Gerald Franks; 
nine siblings; and a grandson, Michael Willix.

She was a graduate of the former Resaca High 
School. Mrs. Franks never missed a day of school from 
beginning to her graduation. She was of the Baptist faith 
and was saved and baptized at the Swamp Creek. Prior 
to retirement Mrs. Franks was employed at O.J. Mills. 
Ironically, she and her husband both had twin siblings, and 
Aveline and Claude had twin children, Reed and Rachel. 
She and her twin sister Jean were the youngest of twelve 
siblings.

Mrs. Franks is survived by her daughters and sons-in-
law, Judy and Rick Davenport of Dalton, Rachel Gallman 
and Paul Parker of Resaca; sons and daughters-in-law, 
Reed and Janet Franks, Lamar Franks and Carla Hix, all 
of Dalton; sisters, Jean Hefner, Aveline’s twin, of Dalton, 
and Wynette Gazaway of Rocky Face; grandchildren, 
David and Susan Peeler, Russell Gallman, Bruce and 
Kayla Franks, Jamie and Nichole Franks and Jody 
Davenport; great-grandchildren, Cody and Hayley Peeler, 
Molly Peeler, Jake Peeler, Aubrey and Allie Gallman, 
Liberty Franks, Athens Davenport, Sawyer Franks and 
Kathrynn Stockman; one great-great-grandchild due in 
September; many nieces and nephews.

Services to celebrate the life of Mrs. Aveline Franks 
will be on Wednesday, April 22, 2020 at 2:30 p.m. from 
the graveside at Bethlehem Baptist Church in Resaca. Her 
grandsons, Reverend David Peeler and Reverend Jamie 
Franks will officiate. David Peeler, Jamie Franks, Russell 
Gallman, Jody Davenport, Bruce Franks, Cody Peeler, 
and Chris Wells will serve as pallbearers.

Friends may visit with the family on Wednesday, April 
22, 2020 at a drive by visitation from 1 p.m. until 2:15 
p.m. at Ponders Calhoun Chapel. Those wishing to attend 

are asked to enter the parking lot at the rear entrance of the 
funeral home on Jolly Road.

Condolences may be expressed to the family at www.
pondersfuneralhome.com.

Arrangements are by family owned and operated 
Ponders Calhoun Chapel and Ponders Crematory. 675 
Jolly Rd Calhoun GA 30701 706-625-7577

Clyde Gravitt
Clyde Wilburn Gravitt, 

92, of Calhoun, died 
Monday, April 20, 2020 
after several years of 
declining health.  He was 
born on Aug. 20, 1927 to 
the late Morris Monroe 
and Carrie Branch Gravitt. 
He was preceded in death 
by his wife, Barbara Jo 
Gravitt; brother, Roy 
Gravitt; sister, Mamie 
Burke; granddaughter, McKenzie Hall.

He is survived by his sons and daughter-in-law, 
Joe Don and Melanie Gravitt, and Tony Wade Gravitt; 
grandchildren, Amanda and Terry Hall, Justin Gravitt, and 
April and Donald Brunner; great grandchildren, Amanda, 
James, Sierra and Dillon Brunner, Madison Hall, and 
Kaleigh Hall; great great grandchild, Ryder Ford; several 
friends and family also survive.

Funeral Service will be held Wednesday, April 22, 
2020 at 2 p.m. from the Chapel of Max Brannon and Sons 
funeral home, the funeral will be by invitation only. We 
are live streaming the service at 2 p.m. from the Facebook 
page of Eddie Brannon. Rev. Ronnie Chandler will 
officiate; burial will follow in Scott Cemetery. Serving 
as pallbearers are Donald Brunner, James Brunner, Justin 
Gravitt, Terry Hall, and Earl Black.

Due to the Covid- 19 pandemic, there will be no public 
visitation or funeral services. There will be a celebration 
of life held at a later date.

To leave condolences and sign the online guestbook 
please go to, www.maxbrannonandsons.com

The Brannon family and staff are honored to serve the 
family of Clyde Wilburn Gravitt.

Mitchell Hawkins
Mr. Mitchell Lamar 

Hawkins, 72, of Resaca, 
died Monday, April 20, 
2020, at his residence.

Mr. Hawkins was born 
in Murray County on July 
12, 1947, son of the late 
Luke and Gladys Mashburn 
Hawkins. In addition to his 
parents, he was preceded in 
death by his brother, Buddy 
Hawkins. 

He spent the earlier part 
of his working career as a logger and farmer. For many 
years, on the family farm, he grew and sold produce 
and was well known for his “Big Boy’ and “Better Boy” 
tomatoes. He had already started his plants and tilled 
much of the ground for this year’s crop. He was a graduate 
of Murray County High School and was a member of 
Maple Grove Baptist Church.

Survivors include a sister, Virginia Hawkins Ripley 
of Dalton; niece, Carla Ripley and her husband Roger 
Lawson; nephew, Jason Hawkins and his wife Candi; 
great-nieces; Baily Hawkins, Virginia Souza (Lucus) 
and Caroline Bennett (Paxton); two special cousins, 
Sharon Beavers, and Shelby Mashburn; other cousins and 
relatives.

Due to recent concerns over COVID-19, the family will 
have a private ceremony with Jason Hawkins officiating, 
Friday, April 24, 2020, at the chapel of Max Brannon 
& Sons Funeral Home. Interment will follow at Maple 
Grove Baptist Church Cemetery.

Online condolences may be express and the guest 
register signed at www.maxbrannonandsons.com.

The Brannon family and staff are honored to serve the 
family of Mitchell Lamar Hawkins, 72, of Resaca, GA.

Ann Kirby
Ann Kirby, 78, of Calhoun, died Monday, April 20, 

2020. She was born on Nov. 3, 1941 in Franklin, N.C. 
to the late Carzela Wilcox Allison. She was preceded in 
death by her brothers, Bud, Herman and Clinton Allison.

She is survived by her children, Robin Jimenez, David 
and Lisa Garner, and Steven and Kay Garner; step children, 
Diane and Denmoa Lanier, Connie Bennett, Ricky and 
Cindy Kirby, and Tina and David Erwin; sisters, Nancy 
Allison and Margaret Long; grandchildren, Sean Russell 
Miller, Marcus and Mandy Garner, Christopher and 
Melissa Garner, Stephen Garner JR, and Alexis Garner; 
great grandchildren, Ashley Miller, Sean Miller Jr., and 
McKenna Miller; two great-great grandchildren; step 
grandchildren, Heather Trammell, Jennifer Derryberry, 
Elizabeth Brock, Dustin Wilbanks, Kim Norni, and Brett 
Bennett; several friends and family also survive.

Due to the Covid- 19 pandemic there will be no public 
visitation or funeral services. There will be a celebration 
of life held at a later date.

Funeral service will be held Saturday, April 25, 2020 at 
2 p.m. from the Chapel of Max Brannon and Sons Funeral 
Home. The funeral will be by invitation only. We are live 
streaming the service at 2 p.m. from the Facebook page 

of Max Brannon and Sons Funeral Home. Rev. Frank 
Bramlett officiating, burial will follow in Bethlehem 
Baptist Church Cemetery.

To leave online condolences and sign the guest book 
please go to, www.maxbrannonandsons.com

The Brannon family and staff are honored to serve the 
family of Joyce Kirby.

Betty Mathis
Betty Crowe Mathis, 

76, of Fairmount, died 
Monday, April 20, 2020 
at Piedmont Mountainside 
Hospital in Jasper. She was 
born on Feb. 28, 1944 in 
Calhoun to the late Almon 
G. and Ruth Watts Crowe.

She was a talented 
pianist and loved to read. 
She was a loving wife, 
mother, and grandmother. 
She was a member of Fairmount First United Methodist 
Church.

She is survived by her loving husband of 56 years, R.L. 
Mathis; children, Cindy and Alan Price and Lee Mathis; 
grandchildren, Nick Price and his fiancé Molli Hobgood, 
Madison Price, Levi Mathis, and Braden Mathis; great 
grandchild, Lane Cooper Price; great aunt, Edna Watts; 
friends and other relatives also survive.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, there will be no 
formal public visitation or funeral service. A celebration 
of life will be held at a later date at Fairmount First United 
Methodist Church. We are live streaming the service at 2 
p.m. from the Facebook page of Max Brannon and Sons 
Funeral Home. Honorary pallbearers include, Calvin 
Watts, Billy Wehunt, Tony Wehunt, Nick Price, Levi 
Mathis, and Braden Mathis. 

To leave condolences and sign the online guestbook 
please go to, www.maxbrannonandsons.com

The Brannon family and staff are honored to serve the 
family of Betty Crowe Mathis.

Elsie Steele
Elsie “Polly” Steele, age 91, of Calhoun and formerly 

of Stone Mountain, died at her home on Sunday, April 19, 
following an extended illness.

She was born in Oconee County, S.C. on Oct. 13, 
1928, a daughter of the late Francis and Mae McAllister. 
She had made her home in Calhoun with her daughter, 
Cindy since January 2020.

Polly is survived by her husband, Guy C. Steele of 
Calhoun; one daughter, Cindy Steele Tucker of Calhoun; 
one son, Stephen C. Steele of Marietta; five grandchildren; 
and five great grandchildren.

A family graveside committal service was conducted 
at 4 p.m. on Tuesday, April 21 in Fain Cemetery.

Thomas Funeral Home has charge of arrangements for 
the services of

Elsie “Polly” Steele.

Thomas “Tommy” Steward
Thomas “Tommy” 

McKinley Steward 
(Wolfman), 69, of Calhoun, 
died Saturday, April 18, 
2020 after years of declining 
health. He was born on 
Aug. 22, 1950 in Griffin, 
Ga. to the late Roy Steward 
and Martha Jackson. He 
was preceded in death by 
his sisters, Linda Steward 
and Cindy Bradley.

He is survived by his 
son, Johnathan Roy Steward; daughter, Malynda Waters; 
brother, Donnie Bradley; sisters, Martha C. Stephens 
and Phyllis K. Renfroe; grandchildren, Zachary Walters, 
Nicholas Waters, Meagan Hudson, Videma Dyla, Jesse 
Allan, and Lee Waters; great grandchildren, Abigail 
Walters, Elizabeth Dayla, Lee Dayla, and Jake Walters; 
Cynthia Walker the mother of his children; other friends 
and family also survive.

To honor Mr. Steward’s wishes, his body was cremated 
and a memorial service will be held at a later date.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, there will be no 
formal public visitation or funeral service.’

To leave condolences and sign the online guestbook 
please go to, www.maxbrannonandsons.com

The Brannon family and staff are honored to serve 
the family of Thomas “Tommy” McKinley Steward 
(Wolfman).
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Physician Group

PERSONALIZED CARE 
FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY

We accept most health insurance plans.

160 Curtis Parkway NE

Calhoun, GA

Primary Care • 706.529.3025

Neurosurgery & Spine • 706.529.7124

Michelle Little, DO 

Family Medicine

Jennifer Smith, FNP-C

Family Medicine

Justin Hare, DO

Neurosurgery and Spine

HamiltonHealth.com/calhoun

Hamilton Physician Group-
Calhoun Primary Care

706.529.3025

Hamilton Physician Group-
Neurosurgery and Spine

706.529.7124



he thought we could put them, and I 
told him to just put them out in front of 
the church, not realizing how fast this 
was going to grow.”

That first set of crosses, 12 total, 
were gone within an hour, and since 
April 7, the Gordon County Faith 
Not Fear Cross Ministry has grown to 
include dozens of volunteers building 
more than 1,100 crosses at press time, 
all given out, free of charge, to anyone 
in the community, and beyond, who 
wants one for display.

“The next set of crosses, 14 total, 
were gone as soon as he brought 
them,” said Parrott. 

In that first week, it was just Parker 
building the crosses at his house, and 
taking them to the church to give away.

“I live in Plainville, and Heritage 
was the perfect drop-off site,” said 
Parker. “Everybody knows where it’s 
at, there’s always someone here to 
kind of keep an eye on everything. I 
would leave the crosses and tell Shane 
to text me when they were gone. I was 
getting that text within two hours.”

Parker realized the ministry was 
beginning to grow, and he couldn’t 
continue to build them on his own 
in his backyard. So he reached out 
to his church and Parrott, who have 
welcomed the ministry.

“That’s when we decided to buy 
some wood and build more,” said 
Parrott, saying the church bought 
enough lumber to provide close to 100 
crosses. 

“Now we’re at the week before 
Easter; and we thought it was just 
going to be an Easter thing for people 
to decorate and display,” said Parker. 
“Easter was over and people were still 
requesting a cross!”

Early in the morning the past two 
Saturday’s, volunteers with Gordon 
County Faith Not Fear Cross Ministry, 
some members of Heritage Baptist, 
others just people wanting to help 
build crosses, show up to the church 
and build crosses for several hours 
prior to having the public show up. 
The crosses are five-and-a-half-feet 
tall and two-and-a-half-feet wide and 
are made with pressure treated wood.  
Crosses are only built on Saturdays.

This Saturday, April 25, beginning 
at 8 a.m., anyone who would like to 
build crosses is invited to Heritage 
Baptist Church to begin the process 
of putting the crosses together. Parker 
said building a cross takes 53 seconds. 
At 10 a.m., those interested in receiving 

a cross can visit the church and pick 
one up.

Parker said there’s a couple of 
people volunteering with the ministry, 
including his wife, who has delivered 
crosses to those who are homebound 
and request a cross.

“We try our best to deliver when 
needed,” said Parker.

Parker said it’s important for him 
for people to understand that Jesus 
died on a cross as a gift to all of us.

“The cross is for anybody. I want 
people to know that Jesus gave us a 
free gift on the cross; it wasn’t free for 
Him, but it’s free for anybody,” said 
Parker. “Salvation is a free gift and 
the cross is free. I want people to have 
their own cross in their yard to see 
every day to remind them what Jesus 
did on the cross for their sin.”

“This allows people to witness,” 
said Parrott. “There was a lady that 
came to get several, and she was 
taking them and giving them to people. 
She finally talked to me and said, 
‘I’ve always wanted to be a witness 
for Jesus but I’ve always been shy 
about talking to people. But this cross 
allows me to do that and allows me to 
tell people what this cross stands for 
and the sacrifice that Jesus made for 
us. That’s another thing; this isn’t just 
limited to church members. This is 
about the body of Christ and fulfilling 
what He told us to do in Matthew 
28 and what we’re told to do all 
throughout the Gospel. It’s all about 
Him. It’s not about any of us. When 
they walk outside every day and see 
that cross, they know that was free. 
Jesus is accessible to all of us, and 
that’s our goal. I don’t care if anybody 
knows my name or Brent’s name; Jesus 
gets every bit of the glory out of this.”

Parker said that he announces times 
and updates on the ministry’s Facebook 
page, Gordon County Faith Not Fear 
Cross Ministry, and has received a lot 
of positive response.

“There are people messaging me 
to say, ‘I’ve told people at work about 
the crosses and I need 25 crosses,’” 
said Parker. “There’s also people 
requesting them for Murray County; 
there’s a guy who is coming to pick 
up 25 crosses that he’s going to take 
to Murray County. They’re already 
in other states, too; in Alabama, in 
Tennessee and in Florida.”

“A guy in Florida saw what we were 
doing on Facebook, so he’s expanded 
the ministry down there,” said Parrott. 
“It’s amazing. If you’ll let God take 
control, He’ll do that. Just stay out of 
His way and He’ll do His business.”

The volunteers have also received 
some awesome testimonies from 

people picking up crosses.
“People would come and tell us 

how this has touched their lives,” 
said Parker. “Some have even let us 
put them on Facebook Live on our 
page, and it is emotional hearing these 
testimonies, the way this has touched 
them.”

“And, we’re taking up donations 
for the people in Murray County that 
suffered through the terrible storms,” 
said Parrott. “We’ve got people 
coming in that have family up there 
who are taking crosses to them, and 
even some people who were victims of 
that tornado have visited and picked 
up crosses. “

Parker said that he is very thankful 
to all who have volunteered with the 
ministry so far.

“We are so appreciative of our local 
volunteers, they have been great,” said 
Parker.

Parker also thanks local businesses 
Battlefield Building Supply and 
Gordon Building Supply who have 
donated lumber for the ministry, and 
an associate at Home Depot actually 
purchased some lumber for the ministry 
to make crosses.

According to Parker, Chick-
fil-A has donated lunch each day the 
volunteers that have been at the church 
building crosses.

“That speaks volumes; our small 

local businesses’ hearts are in our 
message,” said Parrott. It means a lot.”

Parker expects to be extremely busy 
this Saturday, so any volunteers that 
would like to help build, show up to 
Heritage Baptist at 8 a.m.  Those who 
would like a cross need to show up at 
10 a.m. that day. For more information, 
visit the Gordon County Faith Not 
Fear Cross Ministry Facebook page.
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OBEDIENCE AND ACCEPTANCE IN THE DESERT
We’re all life-long 

learners. There’s many 
lessons we, as Christians, 
have to learn, far more 
than we could ever 
imagine. Every day we 
learn something about 
ourselves that we have 
to either accept, or allow 
the Lord to change. 

One thing that I 
have had to learn as 
a Christian is to not 
expect lost people to act 
like a saved person. Nor 
expect people that are 
new Christians to act 

like the way I do, as if 
sanctification wasn’t a 
process. 

I had a lesson in this 
during a mission trip 
to Mexico. I couldn’t 
understand why a team 
member was cursing. I 
said something about it, 
and was told that the 
guy had only been a 
Christian for a couple 
of weeks. The sin I had 
of judging him was way 
worse than his sin as a 
new believer.

My mind also goes to 

scripture, where Philip 
the evangelist was told 
by an angel to go to 
the road from Jerusalem 
to Gaza into the desert. 
There he met the 
Ethiopian eunuch. He 
had been to Jerusalem to 
worship (Acts 8:27), and 
was returning home. The 
eunuch was sitting in his 
chariot reading the Book 
of Isaiah, and had come 
to Isaiah 53:7-8. 

Phillip was obedient 
to The Lord, and in being 
so, he was able to help 

the Eunuch to understand 
the scripture concerning 
Christ. This led to the 
Eunuch trusting in Jesus 
and being baptized by 
Phillip. 

Phillip had to first 
accept God’s leadership 
in where he should go. 
Then He had to accept 
the opportunity that 
God gave him to share 
with the Eunuch. As a 
reward God gave Phillip 
the blessing of baptizing 
him. 

We need to be 

understanding of people, 
and meet them where 
they are. We certainly 
shouldn’t expect them to 
act like someone that 
they’re not. The grace 
and mercy that has been 
given to us freely, but be 
given of us as well. Who 
knows the blessing that 
we forfeit when we fail 
in this. Be on the lookout 
today for someone that 
God has in your path to 
minister to today. 

Be Blessed.

Randy Muse
Antioch Baptist Church 

Youth Minister
rmuse1@yahoo.com

Church News
Wednesday, April 22, 2020

ONGOING 
- P h i l a d e l p h i a 

Christian School is 
located off Highway 
41 between Calhoun 
and Adairsville. The 
school offers 4-year-old 
kindergarten through 12th 
grade, using the A-Beka 
curriculum. To find out 
more about the school, 
call the office at 706-625-
3233.

-Faith Deliverance 
Ministry and Outreach 
will be taking donations 
of clothes, shoes, also 
all house hold items to 
help needy families. Call 
Minister Evelyn Adams at 
706-671-7988. 

-Celebrate Recovery, 
a faith based 12-step 
program, meets every 
Tuesday at 6 p.m. at 
Relevate Church in 

Ranger off 411. Call Nicole 
for information: 706-979-
4713/706-290-8028.

-East Calhoun Church 
of God, at 401 Peters 
Street, gives out groceries 
and clothing through the 
“Feed the Needy” ministry 
each Saturday from 11 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. The 
church hosts a miracle 
healing service every 
first Friday at 7 p.m. For 
more information, contact 
“Feed the Needy” ministry 
director Florence Jones 
at 706-409-1981. Senior 
pastor is Keith Reid. 

CHURCH 
DIRECTORY
Fairmount United 

Methodist Church-
Loving One Another To 
Christ. Sunday School at 
10 a.m.; Worship Service 

at 11 a.m. Children’s 
Church provided. New 
Minister now Leading. 
New programs and 
community outreach 
coming soon.

-Pastor Terry Reisner 
invites everyone to the 
Vision Pentecostal 
Ministry located at 401 
South Wall Street in 
Calhoun. Come hear 
the truth of God’s Word 
Sundays at 11 a.m.

-Faith Deliverance 
Church & Outreach 
Ministry Welcomes 
Everyone to an Anointed 
Church Service at 1320 
Dawnville Road in Dalton 
every Sunday at 6 p.m. and 
Thursday at 7 p.m. Pastor 
and Evangelist Evelyn 
Adams, also an Anointed 
Gospel Singing. Come 
expecting Jesus to move 
for you. Miracles, Healing, 
Deliverance, Salvation. 

For more information or 
directions, call Minister 
Evelyn Adams (706) 671-
7988

-Pine Chapel United 
Methodist Church, 
located at 2232 Pine 
Chapel Road in Resaca, “A 
place to begin, belong and 
become.” Sunday School, 
10:15 a.m.; Worship, 11 
a.m. Pastor Louise W. 
Elmore.

-Resaca Assembly 
of God, located at 904 
Resaca Lafayette Rd NW, 
would like to welcome 
everyone to please come 
and join in worship and 
meet our Pastor Steve 
Burns and his lovely wife 
Cathy. Sunday school at 
10 a.m., worship service 
on Sunday at 11 a.m. and 6 
p.m.. Everyone is invited.

-Calhoun First United 
Methodist Church 
Sunday Worship times: 

9:00 a.m., traditional 
worship; 10 a.m., 
Sunday school; 11 a.m., 
contemporary service (in 
the CAC). Calhoun First 
UMC is located at 205 East 
Line Street in downtown 
Calhoun.

-First Presbyterian 
Church, located at 829 
Red Bud Road N.E. in 
Calhoun. Pastor David 
McDonald invites you 
to join us on Sunday for 
Sunday School at 9:45 
a.m., Worship Service at 
11 a.m., and Bible Study 
Class Tuesday 10 a.m.

-Oakman Baptist 
Church located at 397 
Oakman Rd. Oakman, 
Georgia, has Sunday 
school at 10 a.m. Covered 
dish dinner every third 
Sunday following worship. 
Everyone is invited!

-Damascus Baptist 
Church, located on North 

Highway 41 in Calhoun, 
Sunday School at 10 a.m. 
Sunday worship at 11 a.m. 
and Sunday night at 6 p.m.

-Old Sugar Valley 
United Methodist 
Church located at 2659 
Old Rome Dalton Road 
in Calhoun has Breakfast 
Social at 9:30 am every 
Sunday. The church history 
is colorful, dating back to 
the Civil War, small cozy 
country church nothing 
fancy! Come join us!

-Faith Deliverance 
Ministry and Outreach 
with Evelyn M. Adams, 
Minister has been ordained 
as a Minister of the Gospel 
since 1972. Call anytime 
to come minister to your 
church of place or event 
at 706-337-3241. 24-hour 
prayer line at 706-671-
7988. Send all prayer 
requests to P.O Box 394, 
Fairmount GA, 30139. 

Church Calendar

CROSS
From page 1A
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Cash Flow with Joe: What’s in your head?

I’ve been listening to 
a phenomenal book called 
“Mastering the Attitude 
of Achievement,” by Lou 
Tice. I’ve got to tell you, 
I wish I’d found this years 
ago.

Lou is a motivational 
speaker, high school 
teacher and football coach. 
One of the main points 
in this book is that the 

pictures that we formulate 
in our heads affect what 
we do in life.

Lou gives a great 
example using “The 
Wizard of Oz.” It goes 
something like this.        

Dorothy and the gang 
believed the Wizard of Oz 
could fix their problems. 
Their belief was evidenced 
by the song they sang 
when they set off to meet 
him: “We’re off to see 
the wizard, the wonderful 
wizard of oz. We hear he 
is a whiz of a wiz, if ever 
a wiz there was.”

They’d never met the 
wizard, yet they were 
putting all this faith in him 
based off the picture the 
townspeople of Munchkin 
Land had painted for 
them: “We hear he is a 
wiz of a wizard. Because 
of the wonderful things he 
does.” This picture of the 
wizard was so profound, 

they were willing to 
face dangers in hopes 
that he could fix their 
shortcomings.

What made the wizard 
so powerful was his ability 
to change people’s pictures 
of themselves for the better. 
Think about what he did 
for each of the characters. 
The scare crow believed 
himself unintelligent, the 
tin man felt incapable 
of love, and the lion felt 
cowardly. All three lived 
by those pictures and felt 
inadequate because of 
them.            

The wonderful 
wizard presented them 
with ordinary things – a 
diploma, a heart clock and 
a medal – and instantly 
changed their internal 
pictures so much that they 
did marvelous things. Lou 
suggests we need to be the 
wonderful wizard in our 
own lives, changing the 

picture in the minds of our 
kids, but also ourselves.

Lou also tells a story 
about a picture that was 
changed for him. He had 
a friend that offered to 
help him invest and grow 
his money. Lou replied 
to his friends proposal 
by explaining that wealth 
wasn’t for him and that he 
just wanted to help people.

The friend replied 
that having wealth would 
allow him to help others a 
lot more. At that moment, 
Lou realized he’d always 
erroneously pictured 
wealthy people as greedy. 
That instance changed his 
picture forever, and he 
went on to do great things.

I’d like to tell about a 
teacher of mine who is a 
modern day wizard. His 
name is Gary Johnston 
and he’s the Wonderful 
Wizard of Ahas.               

When you attend a 

seminar you should have 
at least one aha moment. 
When I go to Gary’s 
classes, however, I get 
so many ahas that I have 
continuously jot them 
down in a journal, which 
Gary reminds attendees to 
do throughout the entire 
seminar.

At Gary’s class, you’ll 
learn why it’s imperative 
to start investing now 
through stories like Slow 
Sam, who waited 10 years 
to invest, and Fast Francis, 
who only invested for 
those first 10 years and 
stopped. Spoiler alert: Fast 
Francis comes out way 
ahead.

He will introduce you 
to the financial calculator 
and how to evaluate things 
on it. One example reveals 
that rental houses are 
better investments than 
gold. That blew my mind.

With statements like, 

“The wealth process 
begins in your thoughts” 
Gary will challenge your 
investment pictures. 
And when you play the 
Cashflow 101 game, you 
may reveal some pictures 
you have of yourself that 
are manifesting in your 
financial life. Warning: 
this can be very emotional.

If you’d like to see 
the Wonderful Wizard 
of Ahas, Gary Johnston 
will be teaching his three 
day Financial Freedom 
Principles seminar this 
Memorial Day weekend in 
Atlanta, Ga. To sign up, 
go to GaryJohnston.com. I 
hope to see you there. 

Joe and Ashley English 
buy houses and mobile 
homes in Northwest 
Georgia. For more 
information or to ask 
a question, go to www.
cashflowwithjoe.com or 
call Joe at 678-986-6813.

Joe & Ashley English
Owners of Focus 

Property Solutions, LLC
focuspropertysolutionsllc 

@gmail.com

Time to ‘Go Gree’ with your investments?

Over the past several 
weeks, many of us have 
been working from home 
in response to the “social 
distancing” necessitated 
by the coronavirus. 
Nonetheless, we still 
have opportunities to get 
outside and enjoy Mother 

Nature. And now, with the 
50th anniversary of Earth 
Day being celebrated on 
April 22, it’s important 
to appreciate the need to 
protect our environment. Of 
course, you can do so in 
many ways – including the 
way you invest.

Some investors are 
supporting the environment 
through “sustainable” 
investing, which is often 
called ESG (environmental, 
social and corporate 
governance) investing. 
In general, it refers to 
investments in businesses 
whose products and 
services are considered 
favorable to the physical 
environment (such as 
companies that produce 
renewable energy or that 
act to reduce their own 
carbon footprints) or the 

social environment (such 
as firms that follow ethical 
business practices or pursue 
important societal goals, 
such as inclusion and pay 
equity). ESG investing may 
also screen out investments 
in companies that produce 
products some people find 
objectionable. 

ESG investing has 
become popular in 
recent years, and not just 
with individuals; major 
institutional investors 
now pursue sustainability 
because they think it’s 
profitable – and plenty 
of facts bear that out. A 
growing body of academic 
research has found a 
positive relationship 
between corporate financial 
performance – that is, a 
company’s profitability – 
and ESG criteria.   

So, although you might 
initially be attracted to 
sustainable investments 
because they align with 
your personal values, 
or because you want to 
hold companies to higher 
standards of corporate 
citizenship, it turns out 
that you can do well by 
doing good. Keep in mind, 
though, that sustainability, 
like any other criteria, 
can’t guarantee success or 
prevent losses. 

In any case, be aware 
that sustainable investing 
approaches can vary 
significantly, so you need to 
determine how a particular 
sustainable investment, or 
class of investments, can 
align with your values 
and fit into your overall 
portfolio. Specifically, 
how will a sustainable 

investment meet your needs 
for diversification? 

For example, if you 
desire total control over how 
your money is invested, 
you might want to invest 
in a basket of individual 
stocks from the companies 
you wish to support. But 
if you want to achieve 
greater diversification, 
plus receive the benefits of 
professional management, 
you might want to invest 
in sustainable mutual 
funds. Be aware, though, 
that even though they may 
not market themselves as 
“sustainable,” many more 
mutual funds do incorporate 
sustainability criteria into 
their investment processes. 
You also might consider 
exchange-traded funds 
(ETFs), which own a 
variety of investments, 

similar to regular mutual 
funds, but trade like stocks. 
ETFs often track particular 
indexes, so an ETF with 
a sustainable focus might 
track an index including 
companies that have 
been screened for social 
responsibility. 

Make sure you 
unders tand the 
fundamentals of any 
sustainable investment 
you’re considering, as well 
as whether it can help you 
work toward your long-
term goals. But by “going 
green” with some of your 
investments, you can help 
keep the spirit of Earth Day 
alive every day of the year. 

This article was written 
by Edward Jones for use by 
your local Edward Jones 
Financial Advisor. Edward 
Jones, Member SIPC

Dewayne Bowen
Financial Advisor  
at Edward Jones
dewayne.bowen@
edwardjones.com
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Home Garden Tomato Tips

 Before I get into our 
topic of the day, I would 
like to give a brief Gordon 
Extension update. 

Right now across 
the state, UGA 
Extension offices are 
telecommunicating in 
response to COVID-
19. County agents and 
other staff are definitely 
working, but we just 
working differently at this 
time. We are still returning 
emails, phone calls and 
we are still shipping soil 
samples. 

If you need to submit 
a soil sample, the easiest 
thing to do is set up a drop-
off day and time with me at 
the office. We will invoice 

you after the soil reports 
return. We have a drop-
off box at the door of the 
Ag Center with soil bags 
inside the box. I can email 
you the soil sampling 
procedure if needed. 

Also, I encourage 
you to keep up with 
our Gordon Extension 
website and also our 
Gordon County Extension/ 
Agriculture and Natural 
Resources Facebook page 
for our latest up-dates and 
educational opportunities. 
You can also check out 
our Gordon 4-H Facebook 
page. 

Today, I will be 
providing reminders for 
our home garden tomatoes 
growers in the area. I 
will be using information 
from a UGA publication 
by Bob Westerfield, UGA 
Extension Horticulturist.

A good place to start 
today will be on soil 
requirements for tomato 
gardening. You will see 
me mention soil testing in 
most articles that I type. 
That will be true in tomato 
gardening also. Tomato 
plants need a soil that 
is in the 6.2 to 6.8 pH 
range. We can be lower 
or more acidic in soil 

pH in our area, so soil 
testing can be important. 
A properly taken soil test 
can give you accurate 
liming recommendations 
to improve an acidic soil. 
If you sample now and 
a dolomitic limestone 
recommendation is given, 
ideally you work the lime 
in the soil several months 
before planting season. 
Lime reacts with soil 
slowly so that is another 
reason to soil sample 
months prior to gardening 
season. Dolomitic lime 
also will provide calcium 
and magnesium which can 
also be important for plant 
growth and health. 

No matter how much I 
suggest to run a soil test, 
some clients will not do it. 
In absence of a soil test, 
you can apply lime at a 
rate of 5 pounds per 100 
square feet. I will add that 
if you do run a soil test 
and the pH is normal, but 
the  calcium is low, it is 
suggested to apply gypsum 
at the rate of one pound per 
100 square feet.

I think it is fair to say 
that most tomato gardeners 
purchase transplants 
instead of growing their 
own plants from seed. 

With it being close to ideal 
planting time, purchasing 
tomato transplants will 
be the best option due to 
timing. If you do grow 
from seed, you will need 
to start your tomatoes 
from seed indoors 4 to 7 
weeks prior to planting in 
the garden so keep that in 
mind for future reference. 

When you plant the 
actual transplants is 
important. The simple rule 
is to wait to plant till after 
the danger of frost has 
passed. I am fully aware 
that many gardeners will 
try to plant earlier, but 
keep in mind that early 
planted tomatoes are 
normally placed in cold 
and damp soils. These 
plants are also susceptible 
to cold damage from late 
frosts. I know folks like to 
be able to say they grew 
the first vine ripe tomato 
in the neighborhood, but 
waiting till after frost time 
has passed may result in 
more gardening success. 
If you remember the 
Saturday before Easter, we 
had a touch of frost. At our 
place, my wife had planted 
a few items in her raised 
beds. She had to cover 
those plants, including 

tomatoes, to protect them 
from the potential frost. 
You don’t have to do that 
if you just wait till time 
of last frost has passed in 
the area. 

Keep in mind that 
tomatoes are warm 
season plants that prefer 
temperatures in the 70-80 
F range. Tomatoes need to 
be planted in a spot that 
will give eight hours of 
sunlight per day. Another 
tip is to plant tomatoes 
in a spot where you can 
provide supplemental 
water when needed.

Tomatoes will need 1 to 
2 inches of water per week 
depending on soil type in 
the garden. This would be 
good time to think about 
irrigation needs for the 
garden area. Soaker hoses 
or drip irrigation is a good 
option. Going this route 
will help put the water 
where you need it, help 
conserve water and will 
keep the foliage of the 
plants drier. Wet foliage 
can lead to disease issues 
because of our additional 
heat, humidity and 
pathogens that we have in 
the area.

What tomato variety 
you plant is all up to you, 

but keep in mind you have 
many options available. 
You can find varieties in 
almost every size, shape 
and color. You may want 
to try a new variety from 
time to time, but many 
people are locked into 
certain varieties. Varieties 
grown can be family 
tradition  because of the 
end goal of the tomatoes. 
My grandfather basically 
always grew Better Boys so 
that is what we seemingly 
plant year to year. Some 
gardeners may want to go 
with a determinate variety 
because they do a lot of 
canning. Determinate 
varieties are more 
compact bush types that 
will produce most of the 
tomatoes at one time. The 
indeterminate varieties 
have fruit clusters that will 
grow all season. 

In making variety 
selections, I would also 
keep in mind to take 
advantage of resistant 
options that varieties 
provide to some of the 
disease, virus and insect 
issues. 

For more information, 
contact Extension- Gordon 
County at 706-629-8685 or 
email gbowman@uga.edu. 

Greg Bowman
Gordon County 
Extension Agent

gbowman@uga.edu

GORDON GROWN

www.gordongazettega.com

MACON, Ga. - 
Georgia Farm Bureau 
has made a promise to 
its members to be there 
when they need us most. 
To keep our promise 
to our policyholders 
we are launching our 
Auto Premium Return 
Program. 

“Due to reduced 

driving during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
we’ve seen a reduction 
in auto claims. As 
a result, we will be 
returning a portion of 
premiums to our auto 
policyholders,” said 
Gerald Long, President 
of Georgia Farm Bureau 
Mutua l  Insurance 
Companies. “The partial 
return of premium will 

vary based on the total 
amount of auto premium 
an individual pays. It 
will also depend on the 
amount of the reduction 
in auto claims seen 
between April 1 and the 
last day of the month 
in which the Governor’s 
Shelter in Place order 
concludes,” Long said.

If  any member 
has been burdened 

financially by the 
response to the COVID-
19 virus and needs 
assistance paying their 
insurance premium 
on time, they can 
contact their local 
agent or Georgia Farm 
Bureau’s  Member 
Services Department at 
1.800.633.5432. 

Georgia Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company 
launches auto premium return program

GEORGIA FARM 
BUREAU
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VOTE FOR

ANDY GUNTHER
FOR U.S. CONGRESS

Christian & Constitutional Conservative

From This District, For This District!

I have been serving this District longer than any other candidate!
Paid for by Friends of Andy Gunther, Inc.|P.O. Box 115|Bremen, GA 30110|770-568-4042

Most Qualified

• 22-Year Army 
Veteran

• MBA- Management
• FEMA: Certifications
• Global Experience
• Business Owner
• Community 

Volunteer

SERVANT LEADER

PRO-LIFE
PRO-GUN
PRO-TRUMP

TERM LIMITS
LOWER TAXES
ELIMINATE DEBT

The establishment has chosen their candidate!
But you can elect Andy Gunther, NOW thru June 9th!

WWW.ANDYGUNTHER.COM

Community Events
Notices
-TALLATOONA BEGINS LIHEAP COOLING 

ASSISTANCE. Low Income Energy Assistance 
Program Cooling Assistance available; appointments 
have begun for seniors: Tallatoona Community 
Action Partnership, Inc. has begun the annual 
Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program 
(LIHEAP) Cooling Assistance for Gordon County.

On April 1 at 8:30 a.m., Tallatoona began accepting 
appointments for the LIHEAP cooling program 
for senior households age 65 and older, along with 
homebound households. Appointments for the general 
public will be accepted beginning May 1, beginning at 
8:30 a.m.

Gordon County residents who qualify will receive 
either $350 or $400 toward their electric bill.

To schedule an appointment, visit the Tallatoona 
website at www.tallatoonacap.org and click ‘BookNow,’ 
or call 770-817-4666, extension 2.

It’s important to note that due to health and safety 
concerns related to COVID 19, appointments for 
assistance will be completed remotely by phone. 
Tallatoona officers are currently closed until further 
notice.

PUBLIC NOTICE
New Foundations Development, Inc. an 
Instrumentality of the Calhoun Housing 

Authority, will file a pre-application 
package to apply for the USDA Rural 
Development Housing Preservation 

Grant 2020 authorized under 42 U.S.C. 
1490m and implemented at 7 CFR part 
1944, subpart N. The grant funds will 
be used to assist very low- and low-

income home owners in repairing and 
rehabilitating their homes. The grant 

is intended to help households in rural 
areas. A detailed statement of activities 

is available to the public for review 
upon request. Any public comments 
are welcomed and must be made to 

the Calhoun Housing Authority/New 
Foundations Development, Inc. at 

(706)629-9183 ext (14). Closing date 
for the application is May 7, 2020.



Gov. Brian Kemp announced Monday 
that certain businesses in Georgia will 
be able to reopen this Friday despite the 
ongoing COVID-19 threat.

he announcement puts the state 
in a national spotlight, signaling an 
unusually bold approach to resuming 
normal operations.

The businesses being allowed to 
reopen include gyms, fitness centers, 
bowling alleys, body art studios, barbers, 
cosmetologists, hair designers, and nail 
care artists.

Restaurant dining rooms and movie 
theaters can open next Monday under 
the Kemp plan, but bars, nightclubs and 
entertainment operations will remain 
closed for the time being. Public schools 
will stay shut for the rest of the school 
year.           

And in good financial news for 
hospitals, elective surgeries that are 
deemed essential will be resumed.

Kemp referred to the White House 
Coronavirus Task Force guidelines in 
making his dramatic announcement, at a 
press briefing in a plaza across the street 
from the state Capitol.

The Task Force guidelines, issued 
last week, outline the “reopening” 
criteria for states, including adequate 
COVID-19 testing, contact tracing, and 
health care capacity.

The guidance also says that before 
reopening, a state should have seen a 
decline in new COVID-19 cases for 14 
days. That’s a criterion that Georgia has 
not yet met.

Other states in the Southeast are 
taking similar steps. South Carolina 
allowed retail shops to open Monday 
with social distancing guidelines, and 
the governor of Tennessee announced 
plans to ease restrictions.

An optimistic outlook
The governor pointed to recent 

positive developments in making his 

announcement.
“Reports of emergency room visits 

for flu-like illnesses are declining, 
documented COVID-19 cases have 
flattened and appear to be declining, and 
we have seen declining emergency room 
visits in general,’’ he told reporters. “By 
expanding our hospital bed capacity 
— including the temporary facility at 
the Georgia World Congress Center [in 
Atlanta] — we have the ability to treat 
patients without crisis care in hospital 
settings.’’        

Reports of COVID-19 deaths in 
Georgia “have declined dramatically,’’ 
said Dr. Kathleen Toomey, Public Health 
commissioner. As a rolling total, she 
said, “we definitely have a plateauing’’ 
of cases.

Yet on Monday, Public Health 
reported an increase of 86 deaths since 
Sunday evening.

Medical experts, meanwhile, have 
said that testing for COVID-19 should 
be much broader than current levels 
before the nation can safely reopen.

New estimates by Harvard University 
researchers suggest that the United 
States cannot safely reopen unless it 
conducts more than three times the 
number of coronavirus tests it is currently 
administering over the next month.  That 
level of testing is necessary to identify 
the majority of people who are infected 
and isolate them from people who are 
healthy, according to the researchers.

The country’s top infectious disease 
doctor, Anthony Fauci, warned during 
an interview Monday on ABC’s “Good 
Morning America” that reopening 
businesses too soon could “backfire.”          

Governors from both parties said 
Sunday that a shortage of tests was 
among the most significant hurdles in 
the way of lifting restrictions in their 
states.

Kemp emphasized that COVID-19 
testing will be ramped up in Georgia.

“For weeks, I have expressed my 
frustration with the status of testing 

and committed more resources to 
expansion,’’ Kemp said. He added that 
a broader partnership with Augusta 
University Health would “double down 
on our testing capacity and meet the 
requirements necessary to move forward 
with the president’s plan.’’

Georgia will maintain a 24/7 
operations center on COVID-19 run out 
of Augusta University. Kemp encouraged 
Georgians with COVID-19 symptoms to 
download an app from the university 
and begin the screening process.      

“This streamlined process reduces 
stress on both the patient and testing site 
workers,’’ Kemp said. “We will leverage 
the power of several key academic 
institutions in the state to process tests.’’

Augusta University will also produce 
much-needed testing swabs by using the 
same 3-D printers that have produced 
face shields for health care workers.

The Georgia National Guard will 
mobilize 10 new strike teams to deploy 
to hot spots and long-term care facilities 
to administer 1,500 tests per day.

“As I’ve said before, testing defines 
the battlefield and informs our long-term 
strategy,’’ Kemp said. “These efforts 
significantly increase our capacity as we 
take measured steps forward.”

Georgia’s rate of testing remains 
among the bottom 10 states, but Georgia 
National Guard Gen. Tom Carden said 
the state capacity is increasing.

Test kits still hard to get
The supply of test kits remains a 

problem, Carden said. “We don’t have 
as much as we want. It’s not easy to do 
coronavirus testing.’’

Kemp added that based on statements 
by Vice President Mike Pence, head of 
the White House task force, “I think the 
supplies are going to continue to loosen 
up.’’       

He said that by having the testing 
swabs produced in Augusta, and not 
somewhere out of state, Georgia is 
taking “our destiny in our own hands.’’

Toomey emphasized the need for 

contact tracing of people who are 
infected. She said that volunteers as well 
as Public Health staff would be deployed 
to track the people who have come into 
contact with a patient. “This is the way 
we’re going to stop the virus,’’ she said.

Leading state Democrats criticized 
the Kemp decision. Atlanta Mayor 
Keisha Lance Bottoms told ABC News 
late Monday that she will urge residents 
to stay at home. “We don’t know what 
the governor is looking at, but what I do 
know is we have nearly 19,000 people 
who have tested positive as of this 
evening,” she said.

Businesses that are reopening will 
be subject to restrictions. Kemp said 
it won’t be “business as usual.’’ Each 
business will be subject to social 
distancing standards, screening workers 
for fever, and use of masks and gloves 
when appropriate. Businesses will have 
to follow the guidelines or the state will 
take action, Kemp said.

The governor noted that hospitals, 
by halting elective surgery, were 
losing substantial amounts of money. 
Hospitals had stopping doing many 
such surgeries to conserve staff and 
personal protective equipment.

When he was asked about other 
states imposing a moratorium on 
evictions and foreclosures, Kemp said 
the idea had been brought up among his 
staff. “We’ll continue to consider that.’’

After the governor’s remarks, Lt. 
Gov. Geoff Duncan and Georgia House 
Speaker David Ralston, who like 
Kemp are both Republicans, spoke to 
reporters.

Ralston, of Blue Ridge, called the 
virus “a monster’’ that has “really 
changed lives for Georgians in ways 
we’ll never fully grasp.’’

He said Kemp, in his plan, is taking 
“measured, balanced steps’’ that will 
put people back to work.

Andy Miller is editor and CEO 
of Georgia Health News. Visit www.
georgiahealthnews.com.
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Everyone’s lives have been 
turned on end; I have used 
this space to answer some 
of the questions I have been 
getting here at home. Please 
don’t hesitate to call me at the 
house; I am glad to help you. 

I know there is a lot of 
talk amongst all of us about 
relaxing some of the emergency 
steps Governor Kemp has 
taken to keep this virus from 
overwhelming our hospitals. 
Governor Kemp put together a 
group a few weeks ago to help 
him decide what to do. He 
has a broad group, and each 
week on our conference call 
with him, we talk about it and 
let him know what our folks 
are saying. President Trump 
put out detailed guidelines 
for the states to use. They 
are very detailed. I know the 
governor will use them and 
begin bringing back the rest 
of the economy. He needs our 

prayers, as this is a mighty 
important decision. 

I had a few questions about 
driver’s licenses during the 
week, so I did a bit of research, 
and here’s the important parts 
for you to know. 

Beginning April 1, 
2020, DDS began providing 
in-person services to 
commercial drivers only, by 
appointment. Commercial 
drivers should visit the 
DDS website to schedule an 
appointment before visiting 
a service center. All other 
drivers are being directed to 
the DDS website or DDS 2 GO 
Mobile App for service. 

If your driver’s license, 
ID, or permit expires between 
March 1, 2020, and June 30, 
2020, a 120-day extension 
will be granted. No action is 
required by the license holder. 
The extension will be mailed 
to the address on file with DDS 
automatically, free of charge. 
Currently, 238,546 Georgians 
have received or will receive 
the extension. 

If you are a driver who is 
new to the State of Georgia, 
you should retain the license 
from the state where it was 
issued until in-person services 
are reinstated. 

If a driver is flying with 
an expired license or ID, 
the Transportation Security 
Administration (TSA) will 
continue to accept expired 
licenses or IDs throughout 
the duration of the health 
emergency, as long as the 
license or ID expired on or 
after March 1, 2020. 

Failure to Appear (FTA) 
license suspensions will be 
delayed an additional 60 days 
to account for court closures. 
DUI license suspensions will 
be delayed an additional 90 
days as well. 

Reporting requirements for 
drivers with ignition interlock 
devices have been extended 
from every 30 days to every 60 
days.  https://dds.georgia.gov/
covid-19-emergency-services. 

Our small businesses have 
been making our bankers work 

overtime in the last few weeks. 
After a bit of a slow start on 
the federal level due to sheer 
enormity, huge amounts of 
dollars have been distributed 
in America. There are a 
number of parts to the CARES 
Act (that Congress passed), 
and tonight as I was typing 
this, it looks like Congress 
will be putting more money 
into the SBA programs which 
so many of you have taken 
part in and were not able to 
take advantage of. 

When I was talking to 
Senator Loeffler this week 
about the needs of Murray 
county, I brought up the SBA 
issue, and she listened very 
intently. I hope by the time 
you read this, Congress will 
have passed the additional 
funds. 

We all continue to pray for 
our friends and neighbors in 
Murray County in the week 
after the deadly tornado. If 
you can, the Salvation Army 
and Red Cross are accepting 
donations for Murray County 

and their relief efforts. 
Folks aren’t afraid to call 

me with their questions, and we 
are glad to help. My assistant, 
Lisa Fountain, is working 
from home and helping folks 
in our area, too. Please call 
me at 770-893-2039 or 404-
656-7153, or go to my website 
rickjasperse.org and click on 
“Ask Rick.”

REPORT FROM THE CAPITOL  
from Representative Rick Jasperse

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

BY: RICK JASPERSE,  
(R-Jasper, District 11)
State Representative

the Board concerned the new Health Department 
building.

“The Health Department is coming along nicely,” 
said Ledbetter of the new health department building, 
located directly being the current Health Department. 
“The move in date is scheduled for May 13; after 
we move in, the old building will be removed and 
parking lots will be finished. The project completion 
is scheduled for the first of July.”

Pro Construction of Georgia, located in Macon, 
has handled the construction of the new 11,400 
square foot facility, with the total project estimated 
to cost just over $2.3 million. The 2012 SPLOST 
allocated $2.8 million for the total project. The new 
health department will have around 3,000 additional 
square feet of space.

Ledbetter also announced that the second floor 
of the Gordon County Government Plaza has been 
completed.

“We just need the architect to sign off on (the 
project),” said Ledbetter. “(The project completion) 
is ahead of schedule and on or under budget.”

Ledbetter also said that the county began breaking 
ground on the new Splash Pad on Tuesday.

“Grading is underway, and we hope to stay on 
schedule,” said Ledbetter. “The project completion 
is scheduled for the first of July.”

The 2018 SPLOST includes a capital project 
for the splash pad, along with a pavilion at the 
Sonoraville Recreation Complex, located at 7494 
Fairmount Highway SE.

The Brookshire Park project was also discussed 
Tuesday night, saying it is pending him reviewing 
the bid packages.

  Brookshire Park is located at the boat ramp 
on Highway 156 in Oostanaula. At this time, it 
can be used right now for boat launches but there 
are no amenities. In the 2012 SPLOST, Gordon 
County voters approved Brookshire Park to be 
part of the SPLOST project list. Approximately 
$400,000 was dedicated to the Brookshire Park 
renovations and architects used that amount to 
estimate improvements.

Ledbetter said he also visited Doe Lane in the 

last week, a project that was added due to extreme 
flooding in that area of Parks Place Subdivision.

“I received revised plans (for the project) today, 
so I’m hoping to move forward with the necessary 
permits and easements to go forward with that 
project. It’s a mess out there, and I feel for those 
neighbors. I hope we can get something done (to 
improve the area).”

In late March 2019, a resident on Doe Lane 
addressed the Board of Commissioners concerning 
the extreme flooding after heavy rains. At the time, 
Doe Lane had been flooded for a month, and the 
resident said, “We have not had mail delivered in at 
least 24 days; our garbage, which we pay privately 
for, cannot be picked up; for 26 days, children have 
had to walk through muddy yards to get to the bus 
stop and residents have had to park on the street and 
walk around the flooding to get to their home.”

Doe Lane has been an issue since the subdivision 
was created in the 1990’s, before the County’s 
revised Subdivision Ordinance.

Last year, Ledbetter told the Board, “The bottom 
line is, Tom Burgess, Suzanne-Hutchenson Smith 
as County Attorney at that time, Chris Frix as the 
developer (of Plantation Place) and others had 
looked at the problems on Doe Lane and, according 
to a 1998 article concerning the issue, Chris Frix had 
sold (these) lots to a Bob Schafli. In the 1990’s, Bob 
Schafli had changed the water course to lessen his 
development cost. So, the homeowners at that time 
were encouraged to look to Mr. Schafli for recourse 
for redirecting or backing-up the water and causing 
damage to the property.”

Ledbetter told the residents at that meeting that 
Mr. Schafli fled to his home country of Sweden 
and that Alan Theriault, who was Gordon County 
administrator at the time, reported that the Board 
saw the need to make changes in its subdivision 
development regulations as a result of these problems. 

“When we’re able to reassemble or set it up by 
Zoom, I would like to have an information session 
with the neighbors on Doe Lane to tell them what 
we have budgeted (to fix the issue), what our plans 
are and what we can and can’t achieve so they will 
have full disclosure of how we’re aiming to improve 
their road,” Ledbetter told the Board Tuesday night.

In addition to project updates:
The Board approved a Declaration of Surplus 

Property for a 2000 Ford Econoline F350 Super 

Duty Van that has been sitting behind the Senior 
Center for an undisclosed amount of time. 

The Board also approved a contract with Calhoun’s 
Momon Construction, who was recommended as the 
Construction Manager at Risk Contractor for the 
Judicial and Courthouse building remodels.

“On March 3, the Board of Commissioners 
awarded the bid to Momon Construction to serve 
as Construction Manager on the Courthouse/
Courthouse Annex projects,” said Ledbetter. “This 
method entails a commitment by the Construction 
Manager to deliver the project within a guaranteed 
maximum price based on the construction document 
specifications and his research. We have to agree 
with him as to the guaranteed maximum price. There 
are two phases to this contract. The first phase is 
pre-construction, where Momon Construction will 
evaluate the documents, evaluate the project and 
estimate prices and prepare the bids and bid this 
project. Momon will be receiving a fee of $28,000 for 
this phase. The second phase is during construction, 
they will serve as the construction manager and it 
will be their responsibility to bring the job in at 
or below the guaranteed maximum price. They can 
continue to value engineer with us. Based on past 
experience with Momon, they will continue to do 
that. They will receive a fee during that phase of 3.5 
percent. Right now, the job is estimated to be valued 
at $10 million, so that would be a $350,000 fee, plus 
the $28,000 pre-construction fee. The job will be 
100 percent insured and bonded with performance 
and payment bonds. The services that Momon will 
be providing are pretty extensive. The list of duties 
Momon has takes up about two pages, so I think this 
is a very good way to handle this complex project.”

According to Ledbetter, the project will take 
place in two phases. The first phase is the renovation 
of the Courthouse Annex and the construction of the 
addition to the Courthouse Annex that will house 
additional courtrooms and offices. The Annex staff 
at this time, the Chief Judge of the Superior Court, 
the District Attorney’s Office and Victim’s Witness 
Assistance will move into the Gordon County 
Government Plaza. When that’s completed, they will 
move back to the Annex. At that time, the Clerk of 
Superior Court’s Office, Magistrate and Probate’s 
offices all go to the Plaza, while Juvenile Court goes 
to the Adjust building and uses spillover space in the 
new courtrooms.

COUNTY
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combined 223 years of service between 
the staff of Gordon County 911.

“At first my step-mom told me about 
the job.  I had never even thought of this as 
a career choice.  Through the years I have 
grown to love this job and have had more 
respect for the public safety field in general.  
I’m so glad I decided to apply here.  I’m not 
sure I would found my calling if I hadn’t,” 
said one of the telecommunicators.

Another said that they found the job 
straight out of high school.

“I was straight out of high school, working 
two minimum wage jobs and needed to find a 
job that I could make into a career. I happened 
to find this job posting and knew this was 
a job I could grow with and help serve my 
community and help people in their times of 
need.”

Another telecommunicator transitioned 
to 911 after service in law enforcement 
dispatching.

“In the beginning, I was a law enforcement 
dispatcher and soon realized that as satisfying 
as that was, I could assist other agencies as 
well and it made me very happy.  (I enjoy) 
being able to work with people in public 
safety that I admire and respect, and became 
part of the public safety family.”

Another big draw to becoming a 
telecommunicator is the enjoyment of helping 
others.

“My passion has always been in helping 
others.  I also wanted to see if I could get 
involved with public safety.  Although I want 
to help others, being on the front lines is not 
what I wanted to do.  So joining 911 was 
the perfect way to help others ‘behind the 
scenes.’”

After serving the community in such 
a capacity for a number of years, the 
telecommunicators agree that they enjoy 
being part of the public safety community 
and take pride in the job they do.

“(I am proud of) being able to help 
serve my community and help people 
during their worst moments,” said another 
telecommunicator. “We are always the calm 
in the storm, for callers and our responders.  
It’s rewarding to know that we have an 
important role in keeping everyone safe and 
making sure our responders and officers get 
to go home to their families every day.  I have 
also met some amazing people through this 
job who have forever changed my life. They 
definitely are my second family.”

“It is rewarding knowing that I am 
providing critical services to the community 
and to know that we are doing a job that 
is not for everyone; it takes a special kind 
of person to do this job,” said another 
telecommunicators.

“I like that I can be of assistance to 
someone in need.  Sometimes all it takes is 
a calm voice to make all the difference to 
someone in an emergency.  Every call may 

be different and some definitely unique, but I 
will always to my very best, help in any way 
that I possibly can and try my best to make a 
difference.”

“The reason each and every one of them 
excel at this job is simple….each of them 
care and have huge hearts,” said Vance. “I am 

so proud of each and every member of our 
team and what all has been accomplished this 
year to benefit the citizens and responders of 
Calhoun-Gordon County.”

During Telecommunicator’s Week this 
year, several local businesses and residents 
recognized the staff, providing meals to the 

telecommunicators of Gordon County E-911, 
and Vance and her staff would like to thank 
Williams Communications, Family Savings 
Credit Union, Rock Bridge Church, Jennifer 
Kilgore, AdventHealth Gordon EMS and 
AdventHealth Gordon Hospital, and Gordon 
County Commissioner Bud Owens.

by leveraging data and advice from health 
officials in the public and private sectors. Thanks 
to this methodical approach, and the millions of 
Georgians who have literally worked diligently to 
slow the spread of Coronavirus, we are on track to 
meet the criteria for Phase One. According to the 
Department of Public Health, reports of emergency 
room visits for flu-like illnesses are declining, 
documented COVID-19 cases have flattened and 
appear to be declining and we have seen declining 
emergency room visits in general. By expanding 
our hospital bed capacity, including the temporary 
facility at the Georgia World Congress Center, we 
have the ability to treat patients without crisis care 
in hospital settings. Our proactive actions have 
reduced stress and strain on our area hospitals, 
as well as the communities and families that they 
serve.”

“Throughout this entire process, from creating 
the Coronavirus Task Force to today, we have 
relied on data, science and the advice of health care 
professionals to guide our approach and decision 
making. We have been targeted and methodical, 
always putting the health and well-being of our 
citizens first, and doing our best to protect lives and 
livelihood in every part of our state. In the same way 
we carefully closed businesses and urged operations 
to end to mitigate the virus spread, today we are 
announcing plans to incrementally and safely open 
sectors of our economy.

“To help in this battle against COViD-19, 
healthcare facilities across Georgia voluntarily 
paused elective surgeries to reduce equipment and 
personnel shortages. This selfless act, by healthcare 
leaders, enhanced our ability to keep Georgians 
safe. However, many now find themselves in a 
difficult financial situation, some losing millions 
of dollars a day as they sacrifice the greater good. 
This is not sustainable long-term for these facilities. 
Given the recent changes in modeling as it relates 
to surge capacity and national supply as the needs 
of other states diminish, and following weeks 
of discussions with hospital leaders and medical 
providers, I believe Georgia is positioned to secure 
the necessary personal protective equipment for 
healthcare facilities to resume elective surgeries 
deemed essentials.”

Kemp then laid out the sectors that will reopen 

beginning as early as this Friday.
“Given the favorable data, enhanced testing and 

approval of our healthcare professionals, we will 
allow gyms, fitness centers, bowling allies, body art 
studios, barbers, cosmetologists, hair designers, nail 
care artists, estheticians, their respective schools and 
massage therapists to reopen their doors this Friday, 
April 24,” said Kemp. “Unlike other businesses, 
these entities have been unable to manage inventory, 
deal with payroll and take care of administrative 
items while we shelter in place. This measure allows 
them to undertake baseline operations that most 
other businesses in the state have maintained since I 
issued the Shelter in Place order. This measure will 
apply state-wide and will be the operational standard 
in all jurisdictions, which means local action cannot 
be taken that is more or less restrictive. The entities 
I am reopening are not reopening business as usual. 
Each of these entities will be subject to specific 
restrictions including adherence to the minimum 
basic operations of social distancing and regular 
sanitation. Minimum basic operations includes but 
is not limited to screening workers for fevers and 
respiratory illness, enhancing workplace sanitation, 
wearing gloves and masks if appropriate, separating 
work spaces by at least six feet and teleworking 
where at all possible and implementing staggered 
shifts.”

Kemp then said that theaters, private social clubs 
and restaurant dine-in services will be allowed to 
reopen on Monday, April 27, saying his office would 
be releasing additional information over the next 
few days.

Kemp also now allows holding in-person services 
for places of worship.

“Under the Phase One guidelines, it must be done 
in accordance with strict social distancing protocols,” 
said Kemp. “I urge faith leaders to continue to help 
us in this effort; to keep their congregations safe 
by heeding the advice of public health officials. Of 
course, online, call in and drive-in services remain 
good options for religious institutions.”

Staying closed at this time, according to Kemp, 
are bars, nightclubs, operators of amusement park 
rides and live performance venues.

“In the days ahead, we will be evaluating data and 
conferring with public health officials to determine 
the best course of action for those establishments,” 
said Kemp.

“By taking this measured action, we will get 
Georgians back to work safely without undermining 
the progress we all have made in this battle against 

COVID-19,” said Kemp. “Today’s announcement is 
a small step forward and should be treated as such.

Kemp said that the Shelter in Place Order is still 
active and will expire at 11:59 p.m. on April 30 for 
most Georgians.

“We urge everyone to continue to seek CDC and 
DPH guidance by sheltering in place as often as 
you can,” said Kemp. “Limit your travel and limit 
who goes with you on errands to prevent potential 
exposure. When possible, wear a mask or covered 
clothing to slow the spread of Coronavirus. For 
the medically fragile and elderly Georgians, make 
plans to shelter in place through May 13, the date 
Georgia’s Health Emergency expires. Given the 
heightened risk of adverse exposure to Coronavirus, 
this is recommended and safest path forward. We 
will release more details at the end of the month 
so the medically fragile and elderly Georgians will 
have adequate time to prepare. I want to continue to 
call on all my Georgian’s to continue to protect the 
elderly: limit direct contact and help them navigate 
the weeks ahead.“

Kemp said that in the weeks to come, hard 
discussions on the state budget will take place, and 
that now is not the time for partisan politics.

“While I’m encouraged by the data, confident 
in what we have accomplished and confident of 
the plan moving forward, I know that the journey 
ahead is going to be a long one,” said Kemp. 
“We must remain laser focused on defeating this 
virus and keeping our citizens safe. We must find 
ways to revitalize communities that have literally 
been devastated by COVID-19. We must identify 
opportunities for economic growth and prosperity. 
We will have to have tough conversations about 
the budget, state spending, and our priorities and 
values as a state. Those conversations are underway, 
but here’s what I know; if we remain united, just 
as we have in this fight against COVID-19, we 
can overcome the challenges and obstacles that are 
ahead of us. But if we allow politics, partisanship, 
elections and egos to divide us during this important 
inflection point, our entire state will suffer. So as 
we begin this process, this measured, deliberate 
step forward, let’s reaffirm our commitment to one 
another, to the greater good and to Georgia’s future, 
because I am confident that together, we will emerge 
victorious from this war we have been fighting. With 
your help and God’s grace, we will continue to build 
a safer, stronger and more prosperous state for our 
families and our generations to come.”
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ABOVE: Some of the telecommunicators at Gordon County 911 assisting the public during calls of emergency. BELOW: Some of 
the staff of various shifts of Gordon County 911 being recognized in honor of National Public Safety Telecommunicators Week. 



-Calhoun AA Group meetings. Monday, 
Wednesday and Saturday from 7 - 8 p.m.; 
Tuesday and Thursday from 12 - 1 p.m. and 
Sunday 9:30 - 10:30 a.m. Located at 318 
North River Street, Calhoun, GA, 30701.

-Families Anonymous is a 12-step 
program, for those concerned about drug 
abuse and behavior problems of a relative 
or friend. Completely anonymous, non 
professional, and non religious. No dues, 
no fees. Not connected with any hospital 
or agency. Located on Red Bud Road in 
plaza below Fitness First, next to Calhoun 
Counseling Center (Dr. Bledsoe’s office). 
Meeting every Thursday 7 - 8 p.m. Call 770-
548-7849 for more information.

-The Life Choice Hospice Bereavement 
Support Group will be meeting the 2nd 
Tuesday of each month. The support group is 
open to anyone in the community who would 
like to attend. The office and support group are 
located at 189 Professional Court, Suite 300, 
Calhoun. For Information, contact Jennifer at 
706-602-9001.

-BONDAGE BREAKERS - Breaking 
the chains of addiction one soul at a time. 
Every Thursday night at 7 p.m. at Crane Eater 
Community Church, located at 3168 Red Bud 
Rd Calhoun, GA 30701.

-The Georgia Chapter of the 
Alzheimer’s Association is sponsoring a 
monthly support group at Morning Pointe 
Assisted Living, 660 Jolly Road, on the third 
Tuesday of each month at 6 p.m. For more 
information or directions, call Mary Braden 
at 770-548-4683 or Karen Parrott at 706-346-
5220. For more information about dementia 
and Alzheimer’s disease, call 800-272-3900 or 
visit www.alz.org/georgia.

-Special Care Plus, a free one-on-one 
consultation program, offers education 
and information to primary caregivers 
of persons with dementia. Any primary 
caregiver who is caring for a loved one with 
dementia in the home is eligible to receive this 
program. To learn more about the Special Care 
Plus program, call 800-272-3900.

-The Georgia Long-Term Care 
Ombudsman Program seeks to improve the 
quality of life for residents of long-term care 
facilities. For more information, call Linda 
Ann Daniel at 1-866-565-8213 or 706-272-
2158.

-The Alzheimer’s Association’s Caring 

Closet was created to help offset the high 
cost of incontinent products and give 
the families support they often desperately 
need. If you would like to visit the nearest 
Closet, call the chapter office to receive a flier 
with locations and hours. Morning Pointe 
in Calhoun has a Caring Closet; call Mary 
Braden at 706-629-0777.

-The Northwest Georgia Parkinson 
Disease Association, Inc., is offering a 
monthly support group for persons living with 
Parkinson Disease, their caregivers, family 
and friends. The support group will meet at 
Gordon Hospital; Conference Room A. For 
any questions about the support group and 
future meetings, call James Trussell at 706-
235- 3164 or 706-346-5678.

-Are you interested in losing pounds 
and inches? Join TOPS (Take Off Pounds 
Sensibly) for support and how-to information. 
Meetings are on Monday nights. Weigh-
ins begin at 6 p.m., and group support and 
information starts at 7 p.m. at the Gordon 
County Senior Citizens Center, 150 Cambridge 
Court, Calhoun. For more information, call 
706-847-3306.

-Community volunteers are needed 
at Countryside Hospice Care, where the 
mission is to promote comfort and dignity 
at the end of life. The agency covers 26 
Northwest Georgia counties between three 
offices in LaFayette, Rome, and Newnan. If 
you would like to participate in this rewarding 
program, call 706-638-7651 or 1-800-660-
7381.

-Discovering Hope, an autism support 
group for Northwest Georgia, meets the 
fourth Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at 
Friendship Baptist Church, Rocky Face. For 
more information, call Connie Post at 706-
673-7765 or www.discoveringhope.us.

-Caring Connection is a telephone 
support group especially for caregivers 
of loved ones with Alzheimer’s who 
cannot leave their homes because of care 
responsibilities. This support group is as close 
as the phone. Call 706-275-0819 or 1-800-
272-3900 and ask to be enrolled in Caring 
Connection.

-Grief Recovery Group for those who 
have lost loved ones and friends, receive 
support and guidance with the Four Tasks of 
Grieving. Cost is Free. Second Wednesday 
of each month at 1 p.m. at Harris Radiation 

Therapy Center at Gordon Hospital. For 
more information or to RSVP, please call 
706.879.5850.

-The Compassionate Friends of Dalton 
and N.W. Georgia is part of a worldwide 
effort that has helped many families cope with 
the loss of a child and to honor our children’s 
memory. The Compassionate Friends meets 
on the third Thursday of each month from 7 
to 9 p.m. at Evangelical Methodist Church 
(in the “Gathering Place” building), 1035 
Abutment Road, Dalton (on the hill behind 
the old Lowe’s off Walnut Avenue). For more 
information, call Dawn at 706-277-3312 or 
706-264-4458 or e-mail dawnsisson@msn.
com.

-SING (Surviving Infidelity Necessary 
to your Growth) has formed here. If you 
are experiencing difficulty in marriage and are 
looking for ways to survive, then you should 
come and be part of these meetings designed to 
help, encourage, and solve issues in a marriage 

that can lead to a promising future ahead for 
the entire family. For more information, call 
Iroka Moore at 706-629-2880.

-United Hospice is seeking volunteers 
who can help others through companionship, 
reading, sharing, and other small tasks. Give 
the gift of caring and enjoy the privilege of 
sharing in your local area. Call Dan Hogan at 
706-602-9546 or 800-867-7976.

-Looking for a 12-step meeting for 
men and women? At “Road to Recovery,” 
recognizing Jesus Christ as our higher power, 
they take the 12 steps and compare how they 
are taken from scripture and how to apply 
them to our lives to experience true freedom 
from the bondages of addiction. The meetings 
are free and open to the public at World 
Harvest Church locations in Cherokee and 
Gordon counties. For more information, call 
706-602-1919. The Calhoun church is located 
at 2335 Red Bud Road. The meetings here are 
every Monday and Thursday at 7 p.m.

Support Groups
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TOP 10 OF 
THE 1990s

My Top Ten isn’t based 
on objective critical 

quality or awards-de-
serving attributes. These 

are simply the films I 
personally enjoyed and 

appreciated the most 
from the 1990’s.

#1 The Prince of 
Egypt (1998)

My favorite animated 
film of all time, contain-
ing a Hans Zimmer score 
and Stephen Schwartz 
soundtrack, brings a 
message of faith and de-
liverance via gorgeous 
animation of Biblical 
proportions.

“In this time of fear 
when prayer so often 
proved in vain, hope 
seemed like the summer 
birds, too swiftly flown 
away. Yet now I’m stand-
ing here with heart so full 
I can’t explain, seeking 
faith and speaking words 
I never thought I’d say. 
There can be miracles 
when you believe.”

Grade: A+

#2 Forrest Gump 
(1994)

Tom Hanks earns per-
haps the greatest land-
slide victory for Best 

Actor at the Oscars while 
the soundtrack and script 
work to bring the audi-
ence to tears every single 
time.

“I don’t know if we 
each have a destiny, or 
if we’re all just floating 
around accidental-like 
on a breeze, but I think 
maybe it’s both. Maybe 
both is happening at the 
same time.” – Forrest 
Gump

Grade: A

#3 A Few Good Men 
(1992)

Aaron Sorkin and 
Tom Cruise bring their 
A-game to this tense, 
captivating courtroom 
masterpiece that con-
tains scene after scene of 
mind-blowing dialogue, 
especially whenever Jack 
Nicholson is present.

“I have neither the 
time nor the inclination 
to explain myself to a 
man who rises and sleeps 
under the blanket of free-
dom that I provide, and 
then questions the man-
ner in which I provide 
it.” – Col. Jessup

Grade: A

#4 Saving Private 
Ryan (1998)

One of Spielberg’s 
greatest feats, he directs 
the definitive war film 
that uses engaging inten-
sity and remarkably hu-
man characters to bring 
the necessary realism of 
a World War to modern 
audiences.

“I don’t know anything 
about Ryan… The man 
means nothing to me. It’s 
just a name. But if find-
ing him so that he can go 
home earns me the right 
to get back to my wife, 
then that’s my mission.” 
– Captain Miller

Grade: A

#5 Toy Story 2 
(1999)

This underrated se-
quel contains some of 
the series’ best writing 
by introducing Woody’s 
Roundup Gang who all 
contribute deep character 
growth for themselves 
and the returning charac-
ters.

“Somewhere in that 
pad of stuffing is a toy 
who taught me that 
life’s only worth living 
if you’re being loved by 
a kid. And I traveled all 
this way to rescue that 
toy because I believed 
him.” – Buzz Lightyear

Grade: A

#6 Jurassic Park 
(1993)

Michael Crichton’s 
sci-fi novel is brought to 
life with groundbreaking 
visual effects and fea-
tures spot-on characters, 
such as Jeff Goldblum’s 
Malcolm, and thrilling 
suspense at every turn.

“Boy, do I hate being 
right all the time.” – Dr. 
Ian Malcolm

Grade: A-

#7 The Lion King 
(1994)

Musical masterminds 
Hans Zimmer and Elton 
John collaborate with 
Disney’s finest visual 
artists to create a legend-
ary edition to the Dis-
ney pantheon, including 
Jeremy Irons’ villainous 
voicing of Scar.

“I’m surrounded by 
idiots.” – Scar

Grade: A-

#8 Toy Story (1995)

Pixar’s big screen pre-

miere that introduced us 
to fan favorite characters 
like Woody and Buzz is 
still full of lively humor 
and meaningful heart de-
spite the passage of time.

“To infinity and be-
yond!” – Buzz Lightyear

Grade: A-

#9 The Matrix (1999)

The Wachowskis raise 
intriguing philosophical 
ideas of the self beneath 
the impressive visuals 
and design of the futur-
istic dystopian world and 
stellar action sequences 
in the film’s third act.

“You’re here because 
you know something. 
What you know, you 
can’t explain. But you 
feel it… That there’s 
something wrong with 
the world. You don’t 
know what it is, but it’s 
there.” – Morpheus

Grade: B+ 

#10 As Good As It 
Gets (1997)

Jack Nicholson, Greg 
Kinnear, and Helen Hunt 
craft extremely compel-
ling characters, mak-
ing great use of a script 
that ranges from humor 
to drama without ever 
breaking its tone or los-
ing focus.

“My doctor, a shrink 
that I used to go to, he 
says… a pill really helps. 
I hate pills… My compli-
ment to you is, the next 
morning, I started taking 
the pills… You make me 
want to be a better man.” 
– Melvin Udall

Grade: B+

H O N O R A B L E  
MENTIONS OF 

THE DECADE

Some films that I en-
joyed or appreciated but 
didn’t make it into my 

Top Ten were…

Home Alone (1990)

Beauty and the 
Beast (1991)

Star Trek VI: The 
Undiscovered Coun-

try (1991)

Aladdin (1992)

Philadelphia (1993)

The Fugitive (1993)

Clear and Present 
Danger (1994)

Muppet Treasure 
Island (1996)

The Hunchback of 

Notre Dame (1996)

Mission: Impossible 
(1996)

Face/Off (1997)

Hercules (1997)

Waking Ned Devine 
(1998)

10 Things I Hate 
About You (1999)

Cooper Hunt is a se-
nior at Gordon Central 
High School. A movie 
buff, Hunt runs “The 
Hunt for Film,” where he 
reviews recent releases 
from Hollywood. You can 
check out his reviewes 
at thehuntforfilmword-
p re s s c o m . w o rd p re s s . 
com/

THE HUNT FOR FILM: Rewatching the 1990s

COOPER HUNT
Movie Reviews at  
The Hunt For Film
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