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Team Preview: Calhoun Yellow Jackets
Team Capsule

Jackets motivated as they aim to reclaim spot atop region
Head Coach: Vince Layson (eighth season)
Last Year’s Record: 16-11 (lost in second 
round of Class AAA State Tournament)
Starters Lost: Davis Allen, Xaxton 
Goodson
Key Players: Gage Maffetone (Sr., Guard), 
Tononcito Martha (Sr., Guard/Forward), 
Caleb Boone (Sr., Guard)

 

Date Opponent  Time/Result
Nov. 16 Cornerstone Prep  W, 64-52
Nov. 18 Model   W, 81-70

Dec. 5 at Sonoraville*  7:30 p.m.
Dec. 6 Murray County*  8:30 p.m.
Dec. 10 Ringgold*  7:30 p.m.
Dec. 13 at Rome   7:30 p.m.
Dec. 14 Adairsville  7:30 p.m.
Dec. 17 Haralson County*  7:30 p.m.
Dec. 20 Cartersville  7:30 p.m.

Dec. 27-30 Carpet Capital Classic
(Christian Heritage)

Jan. 3 at Coahulla Creek*  4:30 p.m.
Jan. 4 at LFO*   7:30 p.m.
Jan. 7 North Murray*  7:30 p.m.
Jan. 10 at Murray County*  8:30 p.m.
Jan. 11 Sonoraville*  6:30 p.m.
Jan. 14 at Ringgold*  7:30 p.m.
Jan. 18 Chattooga  3 p.m.
Jan. 21 at Adairsville*  7:30 p.m.
Jan. 24    at Haralson County*  7:30 p.m.
Jan. 25 at North Murray*  7:30 p.m.
Jan. 28 Coahulla Creek*  7:30 p.m.
Jan. 31 LFO*   8:30 p.m.

Feb. 3-8 Region 6-AAA Tournament
(Site TBA)

*-Region 6-AAA Game

Schedule

Team Roster
No. Name   Pos. Year
0 Cedric Lacey F Sr.
1 Casey Poole G Sr.
2 Gage Maffetone G Sr.
3 Peyton Law G Soph.
4 Walt McKenzie F Jr.
5 Christopher Lewis G/F Soph.
10 Jake Prather F Jr.
11 Blaze Hammett G/F Soph.
12 Brendan Gray G Soph.
13 Grant Gilmer G Sr.
14 Caleb Boone G Sr.
15 Christian Lewis G Soph.
20 Jaylan Harris F Soph.
33 Tononcito Martha G/F Sr.

Head Coach: Vince Layson

Assistant Coaches: Cody Ralston, Justin 
Bishop

File photo by LARRY GREESON / Staff

Calhoun’s Gage Maffetone (2) goes up for a lay-up 
against Cornerstone Prep earlier this season.
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The 2019-2020 Calhoun boys basketball team poses for a team picture. Team members include: (seated, from 
left) Casey Poole, Tononcito Martha, Caleb Boone, manager Austin Garner, Gage Maffetone, Grant Gilmer, 
Cedric Lacey, (standing, from left) assistant coach Cody Ralston, Christopher Lewis, Brendan Gray, Jaylan 
Harris, Blaze Hammett, head coach Vince Layson, Walt McKenzie, Jake Prather, Peyton Law, Christian Lewis  
and assistant coach Justin Bishop.

The Calhoun Yel-
low Jackets enter the 
2019-2020 season as a 
hungry, motivated and 
focused team and ready 
to erase the memory of 
what happened last sea-
son.

Calhoun saw their 
consecutive region title 
streak snapped at six 
with a loss in the Region 
6-AAA Championship 
Game against North 
Murray last February, 
and that has definite-
ly driven the Jackets’ 
players in the offseason 
according to head coach 
Vince Layson.

The Jackets will 
have back some talent-
ed returners as well, 
including guards Gage 
Maffetone, Tononci-
to Martha and Caleb 
Boone as they look to 
replace big contribu-
tors from last season 
Davis Allen and Xaxton 
Goods that were lost to 
graduation. Jaylan Har-
ris, Jake Prather and 
Cedric Lacey are also 
going to be counted on 
for size, rebounding 
ability and scoring in-
side.

Layson said he has 
high hopes for this 
team as they look to 
reclaim the region title 
and make another run in 
the postseason. Recent-
ly, the Gordon Gazette 
caught up with Layson 
to talk about the 2019-
2020 season, how im-
portant his returning 
starters will be to this 
team, what kind of taste 
last year’s region title 
game loss left in his 
players’ mouths, his 
expectations for what 
the team can accom-
plish over the next few 
months and other sub-
jects.

Here’s what he had 
to say:

GG: Your team lost 
a tough game in the re-
gion finals last year to 
end your region title 
streak at six. How much 
has that loss and bad 
taste in your players’ 
mouths driven them this 
offseason and presea-
son to work hard to try 
to reclaim the region 
crown in 2019-2020?

LAYSON: Hav-
ing our streak end was 
tough. The players 
took it rough; I took it 
rough as well. We have 
worked tremendously 
hard this offseason…

harder than any of the 
previous years. The 
players have been in 
the gym, the weight 
room and on the track 
preparing to get our re-
gion title back. We have 
a dedicated core group 
of players, and I know 
the hard work they have 
put in will pay off at the 
end of the season.

GG: You lost a few 
key seniors, including 
Davis Allen and Xaxton 
Goodson, off last year’s 
team. How tough will it 
be to replace those guys 
and who are a few guys 

you are looking to step 
up in that void as far as 
leadership and produc-
tion?

LAYSON: Davis and 
Xaxton were a big part 
of our success last sea-
son. We are pretty deep 
at the guard position 
this season so I think 
our back court will be 
pretty strong again. 
Losing a player like 
Davis in the front court 
will hurt us the most. 
A player with his size, 
strength and knowledge 
is hard to replace. The 
good news is that we 
are very deep this year. 

We have a few guys that 
we will be able to rotate 
in and gain some ex-
perience as the season 
progresses.

GG: Gage Maf-
fetone, Tononcito Mar-
tha and Caleb Boone 
were all key contribu-
tors last year. How im-
portant is it for those 
guys to take the next 
step in their develop-
ment this season and 
become the focal point 
of this team?  

By Alex Farrer, Sports Editor
gordongazettesports@gmail.com

See JACKETS,  
page 8A
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Team Preview: Calhoun Lady Jackets
Team Capsule

Calhoun looks to create new identity under new coach Echols
Head Coach: Jaime Echols (first season)
Last Year’s Record: 6-17 (lost in second 
round of Region 6-AAA Tournament)
Starters Lost: Railey Greeson, Emily 
Sorrow
Key Players: Erin Barnes (Sr., Guard), 
Anna George (Sr., Forward), Britiya Curtis 
(Fr., Guard)

 

Date Opponent  Time/Result
Nov. 25 Section, Ala.  W, 45-20
Nov. 26 Lincoln, Ala.  L, 45-36
Nov. 27 Sonoraville   L, 56-37

Dec. 5 at Sonoraville*  6 p.m.
Dec. 6 Murray County*  7 p.m.
Dec. 10 Ringgold*  6 p.m.
Dec. 13 at Rome   6 p.m.
Dec. 14 Adairsville  6 p.m.
Dec. 17 Haralson County*  6 p.m.
Dec. 20 Cartersville  6 p.m.

Dec. 27-30 Carpet Capital Classic
(Christian Heritage)

Jan. 3 at Coahulla Creek*  3 p.m.
Jan. 4 at LFO*   6 p.m.
Jan. 7 North Murray*  6 p.m.
Jan. 10 at Murray County*  7 p.m.
Jan. 11 Sonoraville*  5 p.m.
Jan. 14 at Ringgold*  6 p.m.
Jan. 18 Chattooga  1:30 p.m.
Jan. 21 at Adairsville*  6 p.m.
Jan. 24    at Haralson County*  6 p.m.
Jan. 25 at North Murray*  6 p.m.
Jan. 28 Coahulla Creek*  6 p.m.
Jan. 31 LFO*   7 p.m.

Feb. 3-8 Region 6-AAA Tournament
(Site TBA)

*-Region 6-AAA Game

Schedule

Team Roster
No. Name   Pos. Year
1 Dora Moore  F Soph.
2       Mattie Jane Mashburn  G Jr.
3 Emma Rogers  G Soph.
4 Maggie McBrayer F Jr.
5 Malysha Winston  F Soph.
10 Erin Barnes  G Sr.
11 Lyndi Rae Davis  F Jr.
14 Emma Gallman G Jr.
20 Britiya Curtis G Fr.
22 Ashlyn Brzozoski G Jr.
23 Anna George F Sr.
25 Jabria Printup F Soph.
32 Kylee Thornton F Jr.

Head Coach: Jaime Echols

Assistant Coaches: Michelle Gregoire, 
Lisa Drake

File photo by LARRY GREESON / Staff

Calhoun’s Ashlyn Brzozoski drives to the basket dur-
ing a game last season.
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The 2019-2020 Calhoun girls basketball team poses for a team picture. Team members include: (seated, 
from left) Emma Gallman, Britiya Curtis, Ashlyn Brzozoski, Erin Barnes, Anna George, Mattie Jane Mashburn, 
Malysha Winston, Emma Rogers, (standing, from left) Jabria Printup, Lyndi Rae Davis, Dora Moore, head 
coach Jaime Echols, Maggie McBrayer, Kylee Thornton and assistant coach Michelle Gregoire. Not pictured: 
assistant coach Lisa Drake.

A new era will start this season 
for the Calhoun Lady Jackets as they 
welcome new head coach Jaime 
Echols, and the former leader of the 
Grovetown program will look for 
immediate success in his first year at 
the helm.

Echols, who led Grovetown to 
192 wins in 10 seasons there, in-
cluding second-round playoff ap-
pearances each of the last five years, 
will look to take the Lady Jackets’ 
talent to the next level as he works 
with returning players and a few 
new editions.

Calhoun brings back some start-
ing experience from last season 
under previous head coach Kayla 
Ralston that includes guards Ashlyn 
Brzozoski and Erin Barnes as well as 
forward Lyndi Rae Davis. Also add-
ing to the mix for the Lady Jackets is 
forwards Anna George and Maggie 
McBrayer, who are back this season 
after not playing in 2018-19, and an-
ticipated freshman Britiya Curtis.

Calhoun is aiming to return to 
the state tournament this year after a 
two-year absence, which followed a 
streak of 10 straight postseason trips, 
and Echols said he thinks this team 
has the potential to do just that.

The Gordon Gazette recently 
caught up with Echols to talk about 
the 2019 season, how much he’s got-
ten to know his new players, his ex-
pectations for this team, who he will 
count on for big production this year 
and several other subjects.

Here’s what he had to say:

GG: You are going into your first 
season as head coach at Calhoun. 
How much have your players gotten 
to know you over this past offseason 
and preseason and how confident 
are you that they understand what 
your style and expectations are as 
a coach and how much they have 
bought in?

ECHOLS: I think that they have 
had a good chance to get to know 
me. We spent a lot of time together 
this summer…that time was spent 
getting to know one another as much 
as it was implementing our system. 
Also, even though most of our girls 
played a fall sport, we had great at-
tendance at our preseason workouts 
in the morning before school. They 
understand my expectations and 
have seemed to have bought in 100 
percent. They are a great group of 
girls who work extremely hard.

GG: The team only lost two sen-
iors from last year so there is a good 
bit of experience returning as well 
as a few girls coming back out that 
weren’t on the team last year. How 
much does it help you having that 
kind of experience coming back so 
you aren’t having to break in a lot of 
youth in your first season?

ECHOLS: We do have a good 
bit of girls who logged some pretty 
good minutes last year. We also have 

a good many girls who have great 
success in other sports so I know 
they have a winner’s mentality. 
However, what we are doing from 
an offensive and defensive stand-
point is different than what they 
are used to. It will take some time 
to get everything worked out. I 
am appreciative of all that Coach 
(Kayla) Ralston did to get the girls 
to this point.

GG: Who are a few players that 
will be looked to as leaders on this 
team and who is one player that 
people might not know yet that will 
have a breakout season?

ECHOLS: We will rely on our 
two seniors this year to help set 
the culture of our program…Erin 
Barnes and Anna George. Britiya 
Curtis is a player people may not 
know but could have a big season. 
She is a freshman who will be ex-
pected to play a big role for us.

GG: What are the key things 
your team must do on the court this 
season to have the kind of success 
you want to?

ECHOLS: In order to have 
success, we must control the five 
controllables we talk about in our 
program: attitude, rebounding, 
communication, effort and defense. 
Those are things that we feel like 
we can control no matter what the 
circumstances are. Our ability to do 
that will go a long way in determin-
ing the type of year we have.

GG: What has been the biggest 
emphasis in preseason and ear-
ly-season practices so far?

ECHOLS: The biggest empha-
sis so far has been fundamentals. 
We have to be able to do the routine 
things well. That is sometimes bor-
ing, but the ability to box out, play 
low, jump passing lanes, have spa-
cing in offense, etc. is extremely im-
portant.

GG: What are your overall ex-
pectations for what the 2019-2020 
Lady Jackets can accomplish?

ECHOLS: Our expectation for 
the season is something that we talk 
to our kids about every day…lets be 
better today than we were yesterday. 
If we can do that, I think we will 
have some successes along the way 
this year and find ourselves with a 
chance to extend our season come 
tournament time.

By Alex Farrer, Sports Editor
gordongazettesports@gmail.com



Team Preview: Sonoraville Phoenix
Team Capsule

Sonoraville has eyes on State berth with largely new core
Head Coach: Brent Mashburn (14th season)
Last Year’s Record: 10-16 (Lost in second 
round of Region 6-AAA Tournament)
Starters Lost: Chris Rush, Seth Harkins, 
Garrett Overboe, Coco Foster, Landon Jones
Key Players: Orry Darnell (Jr., Guard), 
Murray Somers (Jr., Forward), Blade Bryant 
(Sr., Guard)

 

Date Opponent  Time/Result
Nov. 16 Model   W, 74-67
Nov. 18 Cornerstone Prep  L, 69-62
Nov. 19 at Gilmer   L, 49-46

Dec. 3 Darlington  7:30 p.m.
Dec. 5 Calhoun*   7:30 p.m.
Dec. 6 at Ringgold*  8:30 p.m.
Dec. 10 at Adairsville*  7:30 p.m.
Dec. 13 Haralson County*  8:30 p.m.
Dec. 14 at Coahulla Creek*  4:30 p.m.
Dec. 17 Murray County*  7:30 p.m.

Dec. 27-30 Pickens Holiday Tournament
(Pickens High)

Jan. 3 at LFO*   8:30 p.m.
Jan. 4 at North Murray*  6:30 p.m.
Jan. 10 Ringgold*  8:30 p.m.
Jan. 11 at Calhoun*  6:30 p.m.
Jan. 14 Adairsville*  7:30 p.m.
Jan. 17   at Haralson County*  8:30 p.m.
Jan. 21 Coahulla Creek*  7:30 p.m.
Jan. 24 at Murray County*  8:30 p.m.
Jan. 28 LFO*   7:30 p.m.
Jan. 31 North Murray*  8:30 p.m.

Feb. 3-8 Region 6-AAA Tournament
(Site TBA)

*-Region 6-AAA Game

Schedule

Team Roster
No. Name   Pos. Year
0 Loren Hiles G Sr.
1 Kevin Morrison F Jr.
2 Orry Darnell G Jr.
4 Ian King  G Jr.
5 Blade Bryant G Sr.
10 Murray Somers F Jr.
11 John Lister F Sr.
21 Garrison Mullins G Jr.
24 Brant Bryant G/F Fr.
30 Brady Lackey F Jr.
40 Austin Arnold F Sr.

Head Coach: Brent Mashburn

Assistant Coaches: Chris Perry, Vince 
Steele, Wil Walraven

File photo by LARRY GREESON / Staff

Sonoraville’s Murray Somers (10) dribbles in front 
of a defender during a game earlier this season 
against Model.
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The 2019-2020 Sonoraville boys basketball team poses for a team picture. Team members include: (seated, 
from left) Murray Somers, Loren Hiles, Garrison Mullins, Blade Bryant, Orry Darnell, Ian King, Brant Bryant, 
Brady Lackey, (standing, from left) head coach Brent Mashburn, assistant coach Wil Walraven, John Lister, 
Austin Arnold, Kevin Morrison, assistant coach Chris Perry, assistant coach Vince Steele, trainer Andrew 
Alcantar.

The Sonoraville Phoenix showed 
some fight down the stretch last 
season but couldn’t sustain it well 
enough to earn a postseason berth. 

With a largely new core follow-
ing the loss of a big senior class af-
ter last season, Phoenix head coach 
Brent Mashburn said he is hoping 
this year’s team can take that next 
step toward being there in games 
when it counts down the stretch.

Sonoraville had an up and down 
2018-2019 season, but with large 
roster turnover, there will be plenty 
of opportunities for new impact play-
ers to step up in 2019-2020. Junior 
guard Orry Darnell and junior for-
ward Murray Somers are a couple 
of the few returnees with a good bit 
of varsity experience so they will be 
counted on to lead the way while 
others are thrown into the fire. Sen-
ior guard Blade Bryant also got some 
playing time last year and will be ex-
pected to step into a larger role this 
year, and some others that could get a 
chance to make key contributions are 
Ian King (Jr., guard), Garrison Mul-
lins (Jr., guard) and John Lister (Sr., 
forward) just to name a few.

Mashburn said what he is asking 
of his team is to play and practice hard 
and let everything else fall into place. 
Recently the Gordon Gazette caught 
up with Mashburn to talk about what 
to expect for the 2019-2020 season, 
breaking in a lot of new key play-
ers this year, what kind of style the 
Phoenix will depend on for success, 
expectations for the 2019-2020 So-
noraville boys team and more.

Here’s what he had to say:

GG: Your team lost a came up 
a little bit short of a State berth last 
season with a close loss in the re-
gion tournament. How much has 
that motivated the team this past off-
season and preseason to put in the 
work to get past that point and hope-
fully get to the state tournament this 
year?

MASHBURN: I think we are all 
motivated to get back to playing good 
basketball and continuing to play 
into the postseason. Last season we 
had a team that was very close in a 
lot of games. This group has worked 
hard to improve to insure that we are 
in the mix at the end.

GG: You had a big senior class 
on last year’s team that you lost to 
graduation. Who are some guys that 
will need to step up this season to 
become leaders for the 2019-2020 
Phoenix?

MASHBURN: We have four 
seniors this season. We expect them 
all to play a big part in our success 
this season. We have two juniors, 
Murray Somers and Orry Darnell, 
that have worked really hard to im-

prove as players. I expect them to 
step up and play well for us this sea-
son as well.

GG: Orry Darnell and Murray 
Somers played some big minutes 
down the stretch last season. How 
much has that experience helped 
them coming into this year and how 
important are those two going to be 
to the success of this team this year?

MASHBURN: Those two guys 
did play well for us down the stretch 
last season as sophomores. They 
have worked as hard as anybody you 
are going to find in the offseason. I 
expect that experience and their hard 
work to pay off this season. We will 
need those two guys to play well and 
assume a leadership role for us to 
reach our potential.

GG: What are the key things your 

team must do on the court this season 
to have the kind of success you want 
to?

MASHBURN: This is a group 
that I believe can be disruptive de-
fensively. We will need to focus on 
working hard on that end of the floor. 
I think we can spread the floor and 
put pressure on teams offensively. 
We have to have an attacking men-
tality on both ends of the floor.

GG: What has been the biggest 
emphasis in preseason and ear-
ly-season practices so far?

MASHBURN: Effort. We want 
to compete at a high level every day 
in practice. If you can do that, it’s 
easy to carry it over into a game. We 
want guys that love to compete every 
day with each other and make each 
other better.

GG: What are your overall ex-
pectations for what the 2019-2020 
Phoenix can accomplish?

MASHBURN: I’m excited about 
this group that we have. They com-
pete and work hard. They are coach-
able and want to do what is asked of 
them. Having so many guys that ha-
ven’t played a lot of varsity minutes 
will be something that we will have 
to work through and will take a little 
time, but I expect us to continue to 
improve and leave ourselves fighting 
for a championship in February.

By Alex Farrer, Sports Editor
gordongazettesports@gmail.com
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Team Preview: Sonoraville Lady Phoenix
Team Capsule

Lady Phoenix ready to build off last season’s Final Four run
Head Coach: Stephanie Caudell (14th 
season)
Last Year’s Record: 23-9 (Region 6-AAA 
champs, lost in Class AAA Final Four)
Starters Lost: Grace Darnell
Key Players: Maliyah Parks (Sr., Forward), 
Alexa Geary (Jr., Guard), Abby Chambers 
(Jr., Guard/Forward)

 

Date Opponent  Time/Result
Nov. 19 at Gilmer   L, 62-56
Nov. 25 Covington, Tenn.  W, 59-51
Nov. 26 Cleveland, Tenn.   L, 54-40
Nov. 27 Calhoun   W, 56-37

Dec. 3 Darlington  6 p.m.
Dec. 5 Calhoun*   6 p.m.
Dec. 6 at Ringgold*  7 p.m.
Dec. 10 at Adairsville*  6 p.m.
Dec. 13 Haralson County*  7 p.m.
Dec. 14 at Coahulla Creek*  3 p.m.
Dec. 17 Murray County*  6 p.m.

Dec. 19-21 GA Vinyl & Thread Shootout
(Rockmart High)

Dec. 30 at Darlington  4:30 p.m.

Jan. 3 at LFO*   7 p.m.
Jan. 4 at North Murray*  5 p.m.
Jan. 10 Ringgold*  7 p.m.
Jan. 11 at Calhoun*  5 p.m.
Jan. 14 Adairsville*  6 p.m.
Jan. 17   at Haralson County*  7 p.m.
Jan. 21 Coahulla Creek*  6 p.m.
Jan. 24 at Murray County*  7 p.m.
Jan. 28 LFO*   6 p.m.
Jan. 31 North Murray*  7 p.m.

Feb. 3-8 Region 6-AAA Tournament
(Site TBA)

*-Region 6-AAA Game

Schedule

Team Roster
No. Name   Pos. Year
3 Matti Parker G Jr.
4 Raven Pasley G Jr.
10 Grace Crocker G Soph.
11 Kelsee Phillips G Jr.
12 Kierra McAfee G Soph.
20 Lindsay Bowman G Jr.
21 Abby Chambers G Jr.
22 Kayleigh Kelley G Fr.
23 Alexa Geary G Jr.
24 Kinsley Long F Jr.
30 Diana Smith F Fr.
32        Madison Abernathy F Soph.
34 Maliyah Parks F Sr.
35 Brooke Jones F Jr.

Head Coach: Stephanie Caudell

Assistant Coaches: Frank Pinson, 
Shawnda Martin

File photo by LARRY GREESON / Staff

Sonoraville’a Maliyah Parks (34) drives to the basket 
during a playoff game against Rutland last season.

Photo by LARRY GREESON / Staff

The 2019-2020 Sonoraville girls basketball team poses for a team picture. Team members include: (seated, 
from left) Abby Chambers, Kelsee Phillips, Matti Parker, Lindsay Bowman, Grace Crocker, Kierra McAfee, 
Diana Smith, (standing, from left) head coach Stephanie Caudell, assistant coach Shawnda Martin, Madison 
Abernathy, Kayleigh Kelley, Alexa Geary, Brooke Jones, Kinsley Long, Maliyah Parks, assistant coach Frank 
Pinson, manager Shayna Dutton and manager Daylan Padgett.

The Sonoraville Lady Phoenix 
went on a memorable run to the 
Class AAA Final Four last season, 
and much of the same cast is back 
this year with hopes of replicating 
it.

The Lady Phoenix got hot at the 
right time in 2018-2019 and played 
outstanding basketball over the last 
month-plus of the season to earn 
the Region 6-AAA title and con-
tinue that momentum into the state 
tournament where they advanced to 
the program’s first-ever Final Four.

A large core of those players re-
turn in 2019-2020, including senior 
post Maliyah Parks and guard-for-
ward combos Alexa Geary and 
Abby Chambers. Point guard Lind-
say Bowman could also return for 
the second half of the season based 
on her recovery from knee surgery 
this past offseason, and Matti Par-
ker will also be a key contributor 
who gained valuable experience 
last season.

Veteran head coach Stephanie 
Caudell will also be adding several 
newcomers to the mix as the Lady 
Phoenix look to be an even deeper 
team than they were a year ago.

Recently the Gordon Gazette 
caught up with Caudell to talk to 
her about what is to come for the 
2019-2020 season, the experience 
her team has coming back after 
last year’s postseason run, what her 
team will lean on for success this 
season, her expectations for her 
group over the next few months 
and other subjects.

Here is what she had to say:

GG: Your team made an im-
pressive run to the Class AAA 
Final Four last season. How much 
confidence has that given the girls 
going into this season to know they 
can compete with the best teams in 
the state and how hard have they 
worked to try to get back there and 
hopefully go further this season?

CAUDELL: This is a brand 
new season, and that means new 
challenges. Although we have 
some girls coming back who bring 
the experience of last year’s suc-

cess, we can’t just expect that suc-
cess will follow this season. It takes 
a great deal of commitment and 
work. The girls are working hard, 
but we still have a long way to go 
to be playing at the level we need to 
be. As long as we’re committed to 
getting better every day then I think 
we have a group who can accom-
plish great things.

GG: You had a small senior 
class last season, including multi-
year starter Grace Darnell. How 
much is this team going to miss her 
leadership and who are you look-
ing at to step up into that role this 
year?

CAUDELL: Grace was a team 
leader and a smart player so she 
will be missed. Unfortunately, we 
also lost Lindsay Bowman, our 
starting point guard from last sea-
son, to an ACL injury over the sum-
mer. Both Grace and Lindsay were 
big contributors last season so we 
will need some other players to be 
versatile and bring court leader-
ship. Maliyah Parks is our only 
senior this year, one of our captains 
and our unquestioned leader. She’s 
a great player who always leads by 
example, but we need her to con-
tinue to step up her game and be 
more of a vocal leader on the court 
and in the locker room. Junior Alexa 
Geary is our other captain. She’s 
very versatile and talented and will 
have to take on more ball-handling 
duties this season as well as more 
leadership responsibilities.  

GG: There is a lot of experience 
returning from last year’s impres-
sive postseason run? How excited 
are you to see those girls continue 
to improve and take another step in 
2019-2020 and who are a few girls 
that might not have gotten a lot 
of playing time last year that you 
are going to count on to contribute 
more this season?

CAUDELL: We have three re-
turning starters…Maliyah Parks, 
Alexa Geary and Abby Chambers. 
All three have been All-Region 
selections during the past two sea-
sons, and all three love to compete. 
I am excited to see if those three are 
willing to “do more” and “be more” 

for our team. If they are committed 
to being better then that will make 
a huge difference for us. Juniors 
Matti Parker and Brooke Jones 
have worked extremely hard in the 
offseason to be able to be big con-
tributors this year. We get junior 
Kinsley Long back this season after 
she suffered a season-ending injury 
in last year’s second game. She’s 
been practicing well and brings 
more size to our lineup. Sophomore 
Grace Crocker has been impressive 
in practice. Grace is tough and 
plays hard, and I’m expecting her 
to give us a boost of energy every 
game. 

GG: What are the key things 
your team must do on the court this 
season to have the kind of success 
you want to?

CAUDELL: We have to be 
committed to playing hard-nosed, 
team defense and rebounding every 
possession. We’ve tried to stress 
being physical, tough and aggres-
sive. We need to develop additional 
players who want the ball in their 
hands on the offensive end. We 
have some players who can score, 
but we need playmakers who can 
get the ball to our scorers in the 
right situations to put the ball in the 
basket.

GG: What has been the biggest 
emphasis in preseason and ear-
ly-season practices so far?

CAUDELL: We’ve been try-
ing to emphasize taking care of the 
little things and playing and practi-
cing with a purpose. On every pos-
session, whether on offense or de-
fense, every player has a job to do. 
The key to executing at a high level 
is for each player to do their job.  

GG: What are your overall ex-
pectations for what the 2019-2020 
Lady Phoenix can accomplish?

CAUDELL: It’s so early I ha-
ven’t had much time to think about 
the end of the season. My expect-
ation right now is for our team to 
step up and meet each challenge in 
front of us. If we can constantly im-
prove and move forward, I believe 
we can be right back in the thick of 
things in a tough region.  

By Alex Farrer, Sports Editor
gordongazettesports@gmail.com
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Team Preview: Gordon Central Warriors
Team Capsule

Warriors want to continue improvement, peak at end of season
Head Coach: Derrick Broom (third season)
Last Year’s Record: 3-23 (lost in first 
round of Region 7-AA Tournament)
Starters Lost: Dawson Lackey, Christian 
Marycz, Gabe Ross
Key Players: Clayton Hogue (Sr., Forward), 
Montre Henderson (Sr., Guard), Kade 
Steward (Jr., Guard)

 

Date Opponent  Time/Result
Nov. 19 at Ridgeland  L, 82-52
Nov. 22 Pickens   L, 74-33
Nov. 23 Coosa*   L, 73-63
Nov. 25 Woodland  L, 57-53
Nov. 26 Cornerstone Prep  L, 68-52

Dec. 3 at Model*  7:30 p.m.
Dec. 6 at Rockmart*  8:30 p.m.
Dec. 10 Chattooga*  7:30 p.m.
Dec. 13 Armuchee*  8:30 p.m.
Dec. 14 at Pickens  2:30 p.m.
Dec. 16 at Unity Christian 7 p.m.

Dec. 19-21 Gatlinburg Tournament
(Gatlinburg, Tenn.)

Dec. 28 Unity Christian 1:30 p.m.

Jan. 3 Pepperell*  8:30 p.m.
Jan. 7 at Dade County*  7:30 p.m.
Jan. 10 at Coosa*  8:30 p.m.
Jan. 14 Model*   7:30 p.m.
Jan. 17 Rockmart*  8:30 p.m.
Jan. 21 at Chattooga*  7:30 p.m.
Jan. 24 at Armuchee*  8:30 p.m.
Jan. 28 at Pepperell*  7:30 p.m.
Jan. 31 Dade County*  7:30 p.m. 

Feb. 3-8 Region 7-AA Tournament
(Site TBA)

*-Region 7-AA Game

Schedule

Team Roster
No. Name   Pos. Year
0 Josh Wilson F Jr.
1 Wyatt York F Jr.
2 Ethan Watson G Jr.
3 Montre Henderson G Sr.
5 Kade Steward G Jr.
10 Clayton Hogue F Sr.
11 Gavin Parker G Sr.
12 Isaac Martinez G Jr.
13 Quinton Walker G Jr.
14 Walker Angland G Soph.
23 Armando Sanchez F Soph.
24 Scott James F Soph. 

Head Coach: Derrick Broom

Assistant Coaches: DJ Prather, Dre 
Prather, Lee Bohannon

File photo by FRANK CROWE

Gordon Central’s Montre Henderson (3) goes up for 
a lay-up during a game last season.

Photo by BARBARA HALL

The 2019-2020 Gordon Central boys basketball team poses for a team picture. Team members include: (kneel-
ing, from left) Ethan Watson, Gavin Parker, Montre Henderson, Isaac Martinez, Quinton Walker, Wyatt York, 
(standing, from left) Josh Wilson, Clayton Hogue, Tre Williams, Armando Sanchez, Kade Steward, Scott James 
and Walker Angland. Not pictured: head coach Derrick Broom and assistant coaches DJ Prather, Dre Prather 
and Lee Bohannon

The Gordon Central Warriors 
had a tough season in 2018-2019, 
but they are hoping the lessons 
they learned in losses and the ex-
perience they gained from it is go-
ing to translate into more success 
this season.

The Warriors finished last year 
with just three wins but showed 
improvement down the stretch in 
several close losses, including an 
overtime defeat against Armuchee 
in the Region 7-AA Tournament. 
Head coach Derrick Broom had 
several seniors graduate off last 
year’s team but will return some 
players with varsity experience.

Leading the returnees for the 
2019-2020 Warriors are seniors 
Montre Henderson (guard) and 
Clayton Hogue (forward) as well 
as junior Kade Steward. Broom 
will lean on that experienced trio 
while others gain valuable varsity 
minutes early in the season. Josh 
Wilson and Ethan Watson are two 
other names that could be big con-
tributors for the Warriors over the 
next few months.

Broom said he expects his 
team to compete every day to get 
better and hopefully that will pay 
off in the second half of the sea-
son with some success. Recent-
ly the Gordon Gazette caught up 
with Broom to discuss his expect-
ations for the 2019-2020 season, 
how much he is leaning on his 
experienced trio to lead the team, 
what his team will lean on to try 
to have more success this season, 
what fans should expect from this 
group of Warriors and more.

Here’s what he had to say:

GG: You had a lot of seniors 
lost to graduation following last 

season. Who are a few guys that 
you expect to step up into the role 
of leaders on this year’s team?

BROOM: We have two sen-
iors that I expect to step in that 
leadership role in Montre Hen-
derson and Clayton Hogue. They 
both have been with us for the 
past four years, and we expect a 
lot out of them as they know our 
system and what we’re trying to 
accomplish. 

GG: Your team struggled for a 
big part of the schedule last sea-
son but showed some competitive-
ness late in the season and in the 
region tournament last year. How 
much did that carry over into the 
offseason and coming into this 
season to show your guys what 
they have to do to compete more 
consistently?

BROOM: Being consistent 
has been a struggle for us. We’re 
playing a lot of guys this year that 
don’t have varsity experience. 
They will be thrown into the fire 
and are expected to fill the roles 
from the departing seniors from 
last year. 

GG: Montre Henderson, Kade 
Steward and Clayton Hogue are 
a few of the familiar names back 
from last year’s team. How much 
will those three be depended on 
with their experience and how 
confident are you they can take 
the next step to be key contribu-
tors this season?

BROOM: With these three 
knowing what we’re trying to ac-
complish and our goals will allow 
them to help our underclassmen 
on the court. The biggest job for 
them is keeping their confidence 
up and relying on their teammates 
to help. We don’t want them to 
feel the pressure that they must do 

everything to help the team win, 
but to build up confidence in the 
other players that are going to 
help us compete. 

GG: What are the key things 
your team must do on the court 
this season to have the kind of 
success you want to?

BROOM: We’re not a 
high-scoring team so we must rely 
on our defense to win games and 
to keep games close. 

GG: What has been the biggest 
emphasis in preseason and ear-
ly-season practices so far?

BROOM: Having confidence 
in themselves and fighting through 
adversity. 

GG: What are your overall ex-
pectations for what the 2019-2020 
Warriors can accomplish?

BROOM: We’re going to have 
growing pains early on as we con-
tinue to work to see which line-
ups work for us. This group real-
ly works hard and is a joy to be 
around. I believe that with their 
work ethic and their willingness 
to learn, we will be able to make a 
run in the region tournament and 
surprise some teams.

By Alex Farrer, Sports Editor
gordongazettesports@gmail.com

Towe and Cheyenne 
Temple for leadership. 

GG: Mercedes Cole-
man is back for her jun-
ior season and coming 
off two huge years to 
start her high school 
career. How excited are 
you to have her back 
and how much are you 
expecting her to step 
her game up to an even 

higher level in 2019-
2020? 

SWANSON: Mer-
cedes is a special talent 
so I am very excited to 
have her back. She plays 
with a smile on her face 
and never complains. 
She has gotten stronger 
and worked and gotten 
better this off season.

GG: What are the 
key things your team 
must do on the court this 
season to have the kind 
of success you want to? 

SWANSON: We 
have to take care of the 
ball and improve de-
fensively if we want to 
reach another state tour-
nament. 

GG: What has been 
the biggest emphasis 
in preseason and ear-
ly-season practices so 
far? 

SWANSON: We 
have focused on exe-
cuting each individual’s 
job. We work fundamen-
tals 30 minutes a day 

so we believe we have 
to emphasize the little 
things.

GG: What are your 
overall expectations 
for what the 2019-2020 
Lady Warriors can ac-
complish? 

SWANSON: As al-
ways our expectations 
are to play hard and 
have fun. We would like 
to make another state 
tournament and have 
the opportunity to host 
a game.

GC 
From page 6A

To stay up to date on the latest local sports news, score updates and information, 
follow Sports Editor Alex Farrer on Twitter @AFarrer_GG. 

Also check out the Prep Sports Roundtable Podcast featuring Alex Farrer 
and local radio voice Dave Stokes each week on the SoundCloud page “Gordon Gazette.”

Team Preview: GC Lady Warriors
Team Capsule

Gordon Central aims to take next step with postseason experience
Head Coach: Matt Swanson (fourth season)
Last Year’s Record: 13-11 (lost in first 
round of Class AA State Tournament)
Starters Lost: Cara Crump, Lelia 
Culberson
Key Players: Mercedes Coleman (Jr., 
Guard), Tayla Gunn (Jr., Forward), Brooklyn 
Towe (Sr., Guard)

 

Date Opponent  Time/Result
Nov. 19 at Ridgeland  W, 86-36
Nov. 22 Pickens   L, 92-90 (OT)
Nov. 23 Coosa*   W, 57-40
Nov. 25 Woodland  W, 45-29
Nov. 26 Adairsville  W, 57-48

Dec. 3 at Model*  6 p.m.
Dec. 6 at Rockmart*  7 p.m.
Dec. 10 Chattooga*  6 p.m.
Dec. 13 Armuchee*  7 p.m.
Dec. 14 at Pickens  1 p.m.
Dec. 16 at Unity Christian 5:30 p.m.

Dec. 19-21 Gatlinburg Tournament
(Gatlinburg, Tenn.)

Dec. 28 Unity Christian 12 p.m.

Jan. 3 Pepperell*  7 p.m.
Jan. 7 at Dade County*  6 p.m.
Jan. 10 at Coosa*  7 p.m.
Jan. 14 Model*   6 p.m.
Jan. 17 Rockmart*  7 p.m.
Jan. 21 at Chattooga*  6 p.m.
Jan. 24 at Armuchee*  7 p.m.
Jan. 28 at Pepperell*  6 p.m.
Jan. 31 Dade County*  6 p.m. 

Feb. 3-8 Region 7-AA Tournament
(Site TBA)

*-Region 7-AA Game

Schedule

Team Roster
No. Name    Year
2 Jada Jaco    Soph.
3 Brooklyn Towe   Sr.
4 Jocelyn Gutierrez   Sr.
5 Brooke Wilson   Soph.
10 Mekayla Ramos   Sr.
12 Tayla Gunn   Jr.
15 Rachel Raley   Soph.
20 Kim Passley   Soph.
22 Emily Reece   Jr.
23 Mercedes Coleman  Jr.
32 Cassie Chastain   Soph.
40 Cheyenne Temple   Sr.

Head Coach: Matt Swanson

Assistant Coaches: Maci Mills, Callie 
Norrell, Blake Lawson

File photo by FRANK CROWE

GC’s Mercedes Coleman (23) drives to the basket 
during a game against Model last season.

Photo by BARBARA HALL

The 2019-2020 Gordon Central girls basketball team poses for a team picture. Team members include: (seated, 
from left) Jada Jaco, Jocelyn Gutierrez, Brooklyn Towe, Brooke Wilson, Rachel Raley, Cassie Chastain, (stand-
ing, from left) Mercedes Coleman, Kim Passley, Cheyenne Temple, Mekayla Ramos, Tayla Gunn and Emily 
Reece. Not pictured: head coach Matt Swanson and assistant coaches Maci Mills, Callie Norrell and Blake 
Lawson.

The Gordon Cen-
tral Lady Warriors have 
gotten a taste of the 
postseason over the last 
two seasons…in 2019-
2020 the goal is to do 
even more.

The Lady Warriors 
are coming off back-to-
back trips to the Class 
AA State Tournament, 
including a competitive 
first-round loss to even-
tual state champion 
Decatur last season. 
With that postseason 
experience under their 
belt, head coach Matt 
Swanson and his group 
that features sever-
al returning pieces is 
ready to take the next 
step and make a deeper 
postseason run.

Gordon Central 
showed the potential 
at times to be one of 
the Region 7-AA title 
contenders last season, 
and this year they aim 
for more consistency 
and a spot at the top 
of the region. Leading 
the way toward that 
expectation is junior 
guard Mercedes Cole-
man, who returns after 
massive freshman and 
sophomore seasons as 
she already passed the 
1,000-point mark for 
her career before she 
even stepped on the 
court as a junior and 
was also named the 
Region 7-AA Player of 
the Year for her efforts 
last season.

Along with Cole-
man, forwards Tayla 
Gunn (Jr.) and Chey-
enne Temple (Sr.) are 
also back to provide 
scoring, rebounding 
and defense inside, and 
Swanson is looking for 
several other players 
to step up to provide 
contributions at guard 
to compliment Cole-
man and overcome the 
loss of two key seniors 
from last year’s team.

Recently, the Gor-
don Gazette caught up 
with Swanson to dis-
cuss what he is look-
ing for from his team 
in 2019-2020, how 
excited he is to see 
Coleman take another 
step during her junior 
season, what his team 
will depend on for suc-
cess this season, his 
expectations for what 
the Lady Warriors can 

accomplish and more.
Here’s what he had 

to say:

GG: Your team went 
to the state tournament 
for the second straight 
year last season and 
played a competitive 
game with the eventual 
state champion. How 
much confidence has 
that given the girls this 
offseason and presea-
son and how hard have 
they worked to try to get 

back to the postseason 
in 2019-2020 and go 
further? 

SWANSON: I think 
we gained a huge 
amount of confidence 
from our state tourna-
ment game last year. We 
saw how close we were 
to competing for a state 
championship. 

GG: You lost some 
seniors that had a big 
role on last year’s team, 
including Cara Crump 

and Lelia Culberson. 
How tough will it be to 
replace those girls and 
who are you expecting 
to step up as leaders 
this year?

SWANSON: We 
can’t replace Leila nor 
Cara, but I believe this 
is a different team. We 
will lean heavily on 
Mercedes again but we 
will look to Brooklyn 

By Alex Farrer, Sports Editor
gordongazettesports@gmail.com

See GC,  
page 7A
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Where are they now? Locals in College
Former local standouts who have moved on to the next level

BECCA CHEEKS
Sr., Lee University
Sonoraville alum

CARA CRUMP
Fr., Piedmont College
Gordon Central alum

PORTER LAW
Soph., LaGrange College

Calhoun alum

CHRISTIAN MARYCZ
Fr., Brewton-Parker College

Gordon Central alum

NOTE: If there is a former local 
standout playing 

basketball on the college level, 
and we left them 

out of this list, 
please let us know by emailing
GordonGazettesports@gmail.

com so we can make
sure to keep track of 

them througout the season.RAY REEVES
Jr., Point University

Calhoun alum

CHRIS RUSH
Fr., South Georgia State College

Sonoraville alum

LAYSON: All three of those 
guys have been significant con-
tributors since their sophomore 
year. They understand my ex-
pectations and should be coach-
es on the floor throughout the 
year. They have all worked very 
hard this off season and should 
be our three-headed monster 

on offense. I expect all three of 
these guys to be in double digits 
on most nights.

GG: What are the key things 
your team must do on the court 
this season to have the kind of 
success you want to?

LAYSON: Offensively, I feel 
like we have enough firepower 
to score with most opponents. In 
order for us to be successful, we 
need to have discipline and “buy-

in” defensively. Sometimes it’s 
the boring that wins games. De-
fensive awareness, positioning 
and “want-to” win a lot of close 
games but doesn’t necessarily get 
your name in the newspaper, and 
we need for each player to have 
that mentality defensively.  

GG: What has been the big-
gest emphasis in preseason and 
early-season practices so far?

LAYSON: Our biggest em-

phasis so far this preseason is 
a little bit different than most 
years. It’s been trying to de-
velop an edge mentally. They 
are learning to deal with adver-
sity, mistakes and tough love. I 
feel like if they develop the grit 
and mental game we will be in 
a good situation to win a lot of 
games. 

GG: What are your overall 
expectations for what the 2019-

2020 Jackets can accomplish?
LAYSON: I have high ex-

pectations from this group. The 
Seniors are battle-tested and 
ready to compete. We have set a 
short list of things to accomplish 
this year. There are some small 
targets along the way but our big 
goals remain similar. We want to 
regain our top spot in the region 
and hit the state tournament go-
ing full speed playing at a high 
level.

JACKETS 
From page 3A
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