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AdventHealth Gordon 
purchases new hyperbaric 
chamber.
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CHS junior Shannon 
Yaeger-Rood has been 
announced as the most 
recent CCCA Student of the 
Week.

Volume 3, No.29

One of the final 
phases on the Walmart 
Calhoun remodel opens 
this Tuesday, Jan. 19 
as Essential PetCare, a 
veterinary clinic located 
inside the store, will 
open.

Essentials PetCare 
is an innovative chain 
of vet clinics that offers 
affordable veterinary 
services to pet families in 
Georgia. Located inside 
Walmart,  Essentials 
PetCare already has a 
clinic in the Atlanta area, 
at the Walmart Health 
Center in Dallas.

According to their 
website,  Essentials 

PetCare was established 
in 2015 as a purpose-
driven organization that 
provides easy access to 
affordable, high quality 
preventative and minor 
illness care for dogs and 
cats. The company’s 
mission is to expand 
veterinary services to 
more pet-owning families 
who would otherwise 
not seek care because of 
cost. Essentials PetCare 
believes that no animal 
should ever suffer or 
put its family at risk 
of contracting diseases 
due to affordability. In 
addition to caring for 
pets, the company is 
focused on the wellbeing 
of its employees by 
promoting work-life 

harmony, including 
flexible scheduling, 
comprehensive benefits, 
and employee stock 
options.

Beginning Tuesday, 
Jan. 19, pet parents 
living in or near Calhoun 
will soon be able to bring 
their dogs and cats to the 
Essentials PetCare clinic 
located in the Walmart at 
450 W Belmont Drive, for 
routine veterinary care, 
such as vaccinations, 
minor illness exams, and 
lab testing. During the 
pandemic, the clinic is 
offering safe, contact-
free visits. Pet parents 
can feel at ease dropping 
their pets off at the front 
of the new clinic, then 
clients can join a video 

call with the doctor to 
watch the exam.

Walmart  began 

planning a complete 
overhaul of its Calhoun 
store beginning in 

Brandi Owczarz
staff@gordongazettega.com

Veterinary clinic opening doors in Calhoun 
Walmart this Tuesday; will offer contact-free visits

Numbers of COVID-
19 cases continue to 
climb in Calhoun-
Gordon County, and 
this week, eight deaths 
were reported in the 
community due to the 
virus, the first COVID-
19 deaths reported 
since the last week of 
December 2020.

At press time 
Saturday morning, Jan. 
16, 2021, Gordon County 
has had 4,642 confirmed 
cases of COVID-19 since 
the pandemic began 
– that’s up 213 cases 
since the same time last 
week. COVID-19 related 
deaths now stand at 69, 
up 8 deaths from last 
week. The Department 
of Public Health also 
reports 6 additional 
probable deaths from 
COVID. There have been 
227 hospitalizations in 
Gordon County due to 
COVID-19 since March, 
up 6 hospitalizations 
since last week.

Both school systems 
also reported the first 
numbers of COVID 
cases after a full week 
of in-school instruction 
after the Christmas 

holiday break.
Gordon County 

Schools’ reports a total 
of 26 COVID-19 cases 
system-wide as of Friday, 
Jan. 15. There are a total 
of 9 staff members and 
17 students that are 
considered active cases 
of COVID-19 at the 
system.

The breakdown of 
current active COVID-
19 cases at the school 
system is: 1 student at 
Ashworth Middle School, 
1 student at Belwood 
Elementary, 9 students 
at Gordon Central, 
1 student at Red Bud 
Elementary, 2 students 
at Red Bud Middle, 1 
student at Sonoraville 
Elementary, 1 student at 
Sonoraville High School 
and 1 student at Tolbert 
Elementary.

There is 1 staff 
member at Ashworth 
Middle, 2 at Fairmount 
Elementary, 2 at Gordon 
Central, 1 at Red Bud 
Elementary, 2 at Red 
Bud Middle and 1 at 
Tolbert Elementary with 
an active case of the 
virus.

Gordon County 
Schools’ reporting is 
slightly different than 
the City school system. 

Gordon County Schools’ 
weekly  numbers , 
reported each Friday 
afternoon, show the 
new cases of COVID-19 
for the week, plus any 
previous cases that are 
still active. You can find 
those numbers on their 
website at https://www.
gcbe.org/domain/5112 

Ca lhoun  C i ty 
Schools’ reported new 
cases of COVID-19 this 
week stand at 24 cases. 
There were 16 new cases 
among students (4 at 
Calhoun Primary, 2 at 

Calhoun Elementary, 4 at 
Calhoun Middle and 6 at 
Calhoun High School), 
and 8 new cases among 
staff members (1 at CPS, 
2 at CES, 2 at CHS and 3 
at the Central Office.

Calhoun City Schools 
post the new case 
numbers each Friday 
afternoon, and includes 
the previous week’s 
numbers separately on 
their website at https://
www.ca lhounschoo l s .
org/summer-resources/
c c s d - c o v i d - 1 9 - c a s e -
status-reportnew-page 

Both school systems 
have adopted strict 
cleaning procedures and 
are following the health 
and safety guidelines 
set forth by the CDC 
concerning socia l 
distancing.

Students and staff 
who have tested positive 
for COVID-19 or who 
have recently had close 
contact with a person 
with COVID-19 at either 
school system cannot 

Eight COVID-19 related deaths reported in Gordon 
this week; schools report first numbers since break

Brandi Owczarz
staff@gordongazettega.com

See COVID,  
page 7A

The Georgia State Patrol 
continues to investigate a 
Wednesday night chase on 
I-75 that resulted in the death 
of a juvenile off of Exit 312 
in Calhoun after a trooper 
attempted to perform a traffic 
stop on a speeding car on I-75 
in Gordon County.

According to the GSP, 
around 11:30 p.m. on Jan. 
13, 2021, a Georgia State 
trooper attempted to stop a 
Toyota sedan for speeding 
on I-75 South at MM 315. 
The Toyota failed to stop and 
initiated a pursuit. 

The Toyota exited I-75 at 
Exit 312 and then attempted 
to enter Interstate 75 North. 
The Precision Immobilization 
Technique was used to 

terminate the pursuit before 
the Toyota was able to enter 
I-75 North. The Toyota 
wrecked on the east side of 
the entrance ramp, sliding 
down the embankment into 
the fence that separates I-75 
and Lovers Lane.

The driver of the vehicle, 
identified by Gordon 
County Deputy Coroner Bo 
Nicholson, was a 16-year-old 

male from Hixon, Tenn. who 
died from head trauma after 
crashing into the fence.

The GSP said that 
after the wreck, two male 
juvenile passengers fled the 
scene on foot and were later 
apprehended. The two male 
juveniles advised they were 
not injured. 

The accident is still under 
investigation.

Juvenile driver dead after 
I-75 chase, wreck on 312

Brandi Owczarz
staff@gordongazettega.com

@gordongazette
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Essentials PetCare inside Walmart Calhoun will open its doors this Tuesday, 
Jan. 19. Along with offering affordable healthcare for pets, the clinic will offer 
contact-free visits. (Photo: BRANDI OWCZARZ/Staff)

See VET,  
page 7A

The investigation into 
the death of an inmate 
at the Gordon County 
Jail early Wednesday 
morning is under 
investigation, and foul 
play is not expected.

Gordon County 
S h e r i f f  M i t c h 
Ralston said that at 
approximately 6:30 a.m. 
on Wednesday, Jan. 13, 
jail staff discovered a 
female jail inmate in an 
unresponsive condition 
in her cell. Emergency 
medical personnel were 
quickly summoned 
to the jail and arrived 

within minutes. They 
administered aid and 
transported her to the 
hospital where she was 
subsequently pronounced 
dead. 

The inmate has been 
identified as Brandy 
Nichole Dean, pictured, 
age 34, whose last 
known address was 689 
Chatsworth Highway. 
She had been jailed 
on Thursday, Aug. 
27, 2020 on charges 
of Simple Battery 
(Family Violence) 
and Obstructing an 
Emergency Call. 

The investigation into 
her death is being led by 

the Georgia Bureau of 
Investigation (GBI), as is 
the case in all in-custody 
deaths. The investigating 
officials do not believe 
that any foul play was 
involved.

Investigation continues into 
death of Gordon County Jail 

inmate, foul play not expected
GORDON COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

MAIN A1



Governor Brian P. Kemp, 
in conjunction with the 
Georgia Department of 
Economic Development 
(GDEcD), today announced 
that more than 16,000 
jobs were created across 
all regions of the state by 
economic development 
projects in Georgia during 
the first half of fiscal year 
2021, generating nearly $6 
billion in new investments.

This represents a 40% 
increase in new jobs created 
and a 47% increase in new 
investments compared 
to the first six months of 
the previous fiscal year. 
Numbers from the first half 
of fiscal year 2021 also 
show a significant increase 
in economic development 
projects in areas outside of 
the Atlanta area, with 9,782 
jobs delivered outside of the 
10-county metro region.

“I’m incredibly proud of 
our world-class economic 
development team, the 
businesses who call Georgia 
home, and our communities 
across the state who have 
helped the No. 1 state for 
business continue to deliver 
exceptional numbers this 
fiscal year despite the effects 
of a global pandemic,” said 
Governor Kemp. “Since 
day one, my administration 
has been laser-focused on 
creating more opportunities 
for all Georgians - no matter 
their zip code, and we have 
worked hard to protect 
both lives and livelihoods 
throughout our COVID-19 
response. These numbers 
show that focus is translating 
into high quality, solid jobs 
for hardworking people in 
every corner of the state, and 
I look forward to building on 
Georgia’s strong foundation 
in the days ahead.”

The state’s food 
processing, manufacturing, 
and logistics and distribution 
industries created nearly 
70% of new jobs generated. 

A few examples of these 
projects include BandD 
Foods investing in an 
Eastern U.S. headquarters 
in Americus, Ken’s Foods 
growing their manufacturing 
and distribution operations 
in Henry County, Hyundai 
TRANSYS expanding 
in West Point, and Home 
Meridian International 
(HMI) investing in a new 
distribution facility in 
Liberty County.

Companies who already 
maintained a presence in 
the state prior to fiscal year 
2021 – including Wincore 
Window in Swainsboro, 
Frito-Lay in Kathleen, and 
VT Industries in Rome – 
added 7,493 jobs and $4.6 
billion of the total investment 
as they expanded operations 
over the past six months.

Foreign direct investment 
accounted for 28% of jobs 
created so far in fiscal 
year 2021, increasing 
by 46% when compared 
to the first half of the 
previous fiscal year. As 
GDEcD Commissioner 
Pat Wilson met with 
businesses and prospective 
Georgia investors in Italy 
and Germany in early 
October, famous tomato 
sauce producer La Regina 
Atlantica announced they 
would create 250 jobs and 
invest $20 million in a new 
food processing facility in 
Alma, and Kysor Warren 
Epta announced they 
would invest $27 million 
to expand their commercial 
refrigeration operations and 
create 200 jobs in Columbus.

Despite the ongoing global 
coronavirus pandemic, jobs 
and investment numbers in 
the State of Georgia have 
increased when compared to 
the same time period last 
year. Between March 1 and 
December 31, 2020, the 
Global Commerce division 
of the Georgia Department 
of Economic Development 
assisted in locating 252 
new economic development 
projects, creating 25,512 

jobs and $8.8 billion in 
investment.

“This has been an 
incredibly difficult year in 
many respects, but hardship 
often sparks innovation, 
strengthens partnerships, 
and leads to reinvestment 
and advancements in 
technology. We had our 
share of bad news in 2020, so 
it is particularly meaningful 
that our Global Commerce 
division helped bring 
good news to Georgians 
in literally every corner of 
the state – assisting in the 
creation of more than 16,000 
new jobs during the first six 
months of the fiscal year,” 
said GDEcD Commissioner 
Pat Wilson. “I want to 
thank our existing industries 
and the many companies 
– both international and 
domestic – for investing in 
Georgia and for believing 
in our workforce, business 
environment, and quality 
of life. I also would like 
to extend my thanks to 
Governor Kemp, Speaker 
David Ralston, Lieutenant 
Governor Geoff Duncan, 
and our General Assembly 
for their unwavering 
support.”

During the first half of 
fiscal year 2021, the State 
of Georgia has also received 
several accolades for its 
economic development 
achievements. Both 
Site Selection and Area 
Development magazines 
named Georgia the top 
state for business for 
2020 – the eighth and 
seventh consecutive years, 
respectively, that both 
publications have awarded 
Georgia the top ranking. 
In addition, GDEcD’s 
International Trade division 
earned a President’s “E Star” 
Award for Export Service 
from the U.S. Department 
of Commerce in recognition 
of “continuing significant 
contributions to an increase 
in U.S. exports.” GDEcD is 
the first entity in the nation 
to earn a fourth “E” Award.

AdventHealth Gordon 
recently purchased the 
Sechrist Model 4100 
hyperbaric chamber for 
the hospital’s Wound 
Care department. Now 
with two hyperbaric 
chambers, AdventHealth 
Gordon can provide more 
patients with hyperbaric 
oxygen therapy.

Hyperbaric oxygen 
therapy helps wound 
healing by exposing the 
body to an environment 
of 100 percent oxygen 
in an enclosed chamber 
where the atmospheric 
pressure is increased and 
controlled. This helps 
accelerate the healing 
process by allowing more 
oxygen into the cells, 
reducing infections and 
regenerating healthy 

tissue. 
The Sechrist Model 

4100 hyperbaric chamber 
is the largest and most 
advanced monoplace 
hyperbaric chamber 
currently available. 
With a fully integrated 
entertainment system 
and expanded chamber 
size, patients can recline 
and rest during their 
treatment creating a more 
comfortable experience. 

“We’re committed 
to investing in the 
necessary technology 
to provide world-class 
Wound Care treatments 
to our community,” 
said Eric Henderson, 
director of wound care 
and hyperbaric medicine. 
“This new hyperbaric 
chamber will allow us to 
continue to improve our 
quality of care.”

For more information 

on Wound Care at 
AdventHealth Gordon, 
please call 706-879-5760.

About AdventHealth 
Gordon

Founded in 1935, 
AdventHealth Gordon is 
proud to be a member 
of AdventHealth. With 
a sacred mission of 
Extending the Healing 
Ministry of Christ, 
AdventHealth is a 
connected system of care 
for every stage of life and 
health. More than 80,000 
skilled and compassionate 
caregivers in physician 
practices, hospitals, 
outpatient clinics, skilled 
nursing facilities, home 
health agencies and 
hospice centers provide 
individualized, wholistic 
care. A shared vision, 
common values, focus on 
whole-person health and 
commitment to making 

communities healthier 
unify the system’s 
nearly 50 hospital 
campuses and hundreds 

of care sites in diverse 
markets throughout 
almost a dozen states. 
For more information 

about AdventHealth, 
visit AdventHealth.
com or Facebook.com/
AdventHealth.
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POSITIONS AVAILABLE

WE’VE GOT JOBS!

513 Lovers Lane Road S.E., Calhoun, GA

706.383.8234
Equal Opportunity Employer

PRODUCTION WORKERS:  $12/hr 7am to 4:30pm, heavy lifting 

needed for production line work-5 openings

HR ADMIN ASSIST: do not have pay rate set yet. If we can get a 

range of resumes possibly that are entry level HR with some experi-

ence. Or some moderate experience like 1-5 years in an HR role or 

related but preferably that has HR experience

TIRE HANDLER: $11 & UP BASED ON JOB/SHIFT-12hr swing 

shift days—7am-7:30pm, 2nd & 3rd—Tire Handlers 3pm-11:30pm/ 

11:00pm-7:30am

MATERIAL HANDLER-A5-20 Openings -No Interviews needed 

-Hours: 5am -3:30pm Monday – Friday / 5am -1:30pm Saturday

GENERAL LABOR-$10.50, day shift, 7am to 4:30pm, general labor 

in warehouse, working packing, loading trucks, wrapping, anything 

to prep for shipping in warehouse

UTILITY PERSON: $10-11/hr, drive hyster (pole and squeeze) (and 

also our box truck to deliver carpet, etc.-once hired on.)  He may 

be working in shipping one day and helping with yarn, etc. the next. 

Interview and they need to be here before 3 pm to interview.  Hours 

are 7 to 3 Monday-Friday. 

INDUSTRIAL BINDING:  (sewing machine)  candidates that have 

sewing machine experience we will pay them $14.25 per hour.  They 

must have previous sewing experience. 2nd shift-and work Monday 

– Thursday 5pm to 3:30am

AdventHealth Gordon purchases new hyperbaric chamber
ADVENTHEALTH 
GORDON

Atlanta – The Georgia 
Department of Public 
Health (DPH) is 
receiving offers from 
medical professionals 
and other individuals 
looking for ways to 
help with the COVID-
19 vaccination response. 
An effective response 
relies on volunteers who 
are pre-credentialed 
and organized. Georgia 
Responds is Georgia’s 
health and medical 

volunteer  program 
which matches the 
skills and credentials of 
medical and nonmedical 
volunteers to help stop 
the spread of COVID-19 
in Georgia.

Licensed medical 
volunteers including 
doc to r s ,  nu r se s , 
pha rmac i s t s  and 
advanced EMS personnel 
(EMT Intermediate 
and above) may be 
used to administer 
vaccination. Nonmedical 
volunteers may be used 
in administrative roles 

such as registering 
i n d i v i d u a l s  f o r 
vaccination, data input, 
language interpretation, 
other administrative 
areas as needed, and 
providing guidance and 
assistance at vaccination 
administration sites.

To volunteer, log on to 
https://dph.georgia.gov/
georgia-responds and 
click on the “Register 
Now” box. Registering 
only takes a few minutes 
and will connect you 
with . Prospective 
volunteers will be asked 

for their name, address, 
contact information and 
occupation type. In order 
to be eligible for some 
assignments, responders 
are encouraged to 
complete a profile 
summary, which includes 
skills and certifications, 
training, medical history, 
emergency contact and 
deployment preferences.

Once your skills and 
credentials are reviewed, 
you will be notified by a 
DPH representative.

Even as the COVID 

vacc ine  becomes 
available, all Georgians 
play a critical role in 
helping to slow the 
spread of COVID-19 by 
adhering to the following 
guidance:

-Wear a mask
-Prac t ice  socia l 

distancing by putting 
at least 6 feet between 
yourself and others

-Wash your hands 
f r e q u e n t l y  a n d 
thoroughly with soap and 
water.

-Follow the guidance 
of Public Health and 

the guidelines in the 
Governor’s Executive 
Order

 For updates on the 
COVID-19 situation as 
it develops, follow @
GaDPH, @GeorgiaEMA, 
and @GovKemp on 
Twitter and @GaDPH, 
@GEMA.OHS, and @
GovKemp on Facebook.

For  informat ion 
about COVID-19, visit 
https://dph.georgia.gov/
novelcoronavirus or 
h t t p s : / / w w w. c d c . g o v /
coronavirus/2019-ncov/
index.html.

DPH

DPH: Volunteer for COVID-19 Vaccination Response

OFFICE OF GEORGIA 
GOVERNOR BRIAN 
KEMP

Kemp reports 16,000+ jobs created during first half of fiscal year

https://dph.georgia.gov/georgia-responds
https://dph.georgia.gov/georgia-responds
https://dph.georgia.gov/novelcoronavirus
https://dph.georgia.gov/novelcoronavirus
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
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Carl Bennefield
Carl LaVall Bennefield, age 63, of Calhoun, passed 

away on Wednesday, Jan. 13, 2021 at AdventHealth 
Gordon.

Carl was born on Jan. 14, 1957 in Cullman, Ala., 
son of the late Elbert Dennis Bennefield and Millie Icy 
Allen Bennefield. In addition to his parents, Carl was 
also preceded in death by two brothers, Owen Bennefield 
and Danny Bennefield. Prior to his retirement, Carl was 
employed by North Georgia Paving Company.

Carl is survived by: his son, Jesse Bennefield and his 
wife Kayla of Calhoun; granddaughter, Brynleigh Lynn 
Bennefield of Calhoun; the mother of Carl’s son, Ginger 
Floyd; brother, Dennis Bennefield and his wife Juanita of 
Wooddale, Ill.; his closest friend, JL Bell of Calhoun; and 
several other relatives and friends.

A Celebration of the Life of Carl will be held at a later 
date.

You may leave the family online condolences at www.
thomasfuneralhomecalhoun.com

Thomas Funeral Home has proudly been entrusted with 
the care of Carl Lavelle Bennefield.

Bessie Coggins
Mrs. Bessie Mae 

Thacker Coggins, 92, of 
Ranger, died Wednesday, 
Jan. 13, 2020, following 
several years of declining 
health.

Mrs. Coggins was born 
in Bartow County on April 
23, 1928, daughter of the 
late Eugene Lewis Thacker 
and Ruby Ann Crider 
Thacker. In addition to her 
parents, she was preceded in death by her husband, James 
Henry Coggins; a daughter, Sandra Coggins; two sisters, 
Bonnie Thacker White and Mozelle Thacker Phoebus; two 
brothers, Harland Thacker and Ted Thacker. 

Bessie was a longtime Avon representative, and prior to 
her retirement she was employed by Doyle’s Truck Stop, 
Ed Lacey Mills, Kenny Lacey Mills and was a member of 
New Hope Baptist Church.

Survivors include four nieces, Vicki Townsend, Marsha 
Parker, Sharon Mix, Melinda Walls; nephews, Larry 
Thacker, Michael West, Jeff Thacker, Tim West, Gary West 
and Mark West along with other relatives.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the family was 
concerned about the wellbeing of relatives and friends 
and chose to have an outdoor graveside service on Friday, 
Jan. 15, 2020, at 3 p.m. from New Hope Baptist Church 
Cemetery. Rev. Eddie Brannon officiated.

It is suggested that masks be worn and social distancing 
guidelines be followed.

Online condolences may be expressed and the guest 
book signed at www.maxbrannonandsons.com.

The Brannon family and staff are honored to serve the 
family of Bessie Mae Thacker Coggins.

Lex Floyd
Charles Lex Floyd, age 87, of Adairsville, passed away 

on Wednesday, Jan. 13 at Floyd Medical Center.
Lex was born on March 17, 1933 in Gordon County to 

the late Robert Ray Floyd, and Molly Scott Floyd. He was 
a lifetime resident of Gordon County and a Methodist. Lex 
was a retired Project Engineer for the Georgia Department 
of Transportation and was a Mason for the Plainville 
Lodge # 364 F&AM. 

In addition to his parents, Lex is preceded in death by a 
brother, Jerry M. Floyd; sisters, Hildreth Woods, Mildred 
Floyd, Clemmie Floyd Wright, Betty Floyd Byerley; 
brother-in-laws, Ellis Woods, Jack Wright, and Frank 
Byerley.

He is survived by his loving wife, Barbara Jean Norris 
Floyd; sons, Chad Floyd and his wife Faye, Charles “Chuck” 
Floyd Jr.; daughters, Cindy Floyd Gossage, Christie Floyd 
Ellis and her husband Chris; grandchildren, Amber G. 
Lee, Joey T. Gossage, Nicole Floyd, Aaron Floyd, Colton 
Carroll, Derrika Johnson, Amanda Daniel, Jerry Floyd, and 
Heather Floyd; seventeen great-grandchildren.

A graveside service was conducted on Friday, Jan. 15 
at Franklin Cemetery at 2 p.m. with Reverend Dutch Scott 
officiating. Pallbearers serving were Danny Carroll, Brent 
Bennett, Dempsey Wright, Jim Treglown, Jarrod Daniel, 
Colton Carroll, Jerry Floyd, and Grant Collier.

Due to the ongoing national health crisis, face coverings 
must be properly worn by all those who plan to attend. 
Social distancing guidelines must be followed at all times 
while attending the service.

You may leave the family online condolences at www.
thomasfuneralhomecalhoun.com

Thomas Funeral Home has proudly been entrusted with 
the care of Charles Lex Floyd.

James “Jim” Foster
Mr. James Edward 

“Jim” Foster, age 86, of 
Calhoun, died Wednesday 
at his residence following a 
lengthy illness.

James was born on July 
12, 1934, in Soddy Daisy, 
Tenn. He was the son of the 
late Cliff and Winnie Foster. 
In addition to his parents, he 

was preceded in death by three sisters.
Mr. Foster worked at ALC, Inc., in Tennessee and 

transferred to Calhoun with the company in 1977 for many 
years.

He is survived by his wife, Renia Mae Walker Foster, 
to whom he married on Jan. 30, 1954, and by his 
children Randy (Patti) Foster, Armuchee; June (Guy) 
Brown, Soddy Daisy, Tenn.; Martha (Samuel “Buster”) 
Underwood, Ringgold; Rick (Kim) Foster, Calhoun; and 
Angee (Danny) Satterfield, Calhoun.

He has nine grandchildren, seven great-grandchildren, 
and two great-great-grandchildren. He also has many 
cousins, nieces, and nephews who survive.

The family will receive friends on 2:00 - 4:00 p.m. 
on Saturday, Jan. 16, 2021, at the Sugar Valley Baptist 
Church, 3742 Sugar Valley Rd NW, Sugar Valley, Georgia 
30746. The funeral will follow at 4 p.m. at the church with 
the Rev. Mitch Phillips officiating. Burial will follow in 
the Sugar Valley Baptist Church cemetery with grandsons 
serving as pallbearers.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made in honor of 
James Foster to the Sugar Valley Baptist Cemetery Fund.

The family would like to thank Dr. Maxwell Parrott 
and Tapestry Hospice, Calhoun, Georgia, for their loving 
care and every kindness in the care of Jimmy with special 
thanks to Cindy Parker Talley and Nikki Neal.

Online condolences may be expressed and the guest 
register signed at www.maxbrannonandsons.com.

The Brannon family and staff are honored to serve the 
family of James Edward “Jim” Foster.

Richard “Bud” Holcomb
Richard Leon “Bud” Holcomb, age 86, of Calhoun, 

passed away on Friday, Jan. 15, 2021 at his residence.
Bud was born on Dec. 17, 1934 in Trion, son of the late 

R.M. Holcomb and Thelma Moon Holcomb. In addition to 
his parents, Bud was also preceded in death by: his wife, 
Annette June Ferrell Holcomb; son, Rick Holcomb; and 
brother, Bobby Moon. 

Bud was a lifetime resident of Gordon County, and 
was a member and deacon of Damascus Baptist Church. 
Prior to his retirement, Bud was employed by Lockheed 
Aircraft, where he worked as an experimental engineer. 
Bud was a Veteran of the United States Air Force.

Bud is survived by: two daughters, Robin Roe and 
her husband Tim, and Cindy Davis and her husband 
Keith; grandchildren, Sarah Lecker and her husband Zach, 
Wimberly Rutledge and her husband Adam, and Walker 
Roe; great-granddaughter, Evan Rutledge; sister, Peggy 
Yarbrough; and sister-in-law, Eva Moon.

The family will receive friends on Sunday, Jan. 17, 
2021 from 1 – 3 p.m. at Thomas Funeral Home.

A Graveside Service will be held on Sunday, Jan. 17, 
2021 at 3 p.m. at Chandler Cemetery with Dr. Bert Vaughn 
officiating.

You may leave the family online condolences at www.
thoamsfuneralhomecalhoun.com

Thomas Funeral Home has proudly been entrusted with 
the care of Richard Leon “Bud” Holcomb.

Sara Mashburn
Sara Mashburn, 82, of 

Calhoun, died Wednesday, 
Jan. 13, 2021. She was born 
in Calhoun on March 9, 
1938; she was the daughter 
of the late Floyd Sims and 
Frances Parker Ray. Along 
with her parents, she was 
preceded in death by her 
husband, Cecil Mashburn. 
Sara retired from The 
Calhoun Times. She was a 
member of Boone Ford Baptist Church.

Sara is survived by her children, Donna Peppers, 
Randy (Patricia) Mashburn, Michael (Melinda) Mashburn, 
Tammy (John) Halliday, Celeste Mashburn (Will Solano); 
her grandchildren, Kristin, Brent, Joey, Steven, Ezekiel, 
Braden, and Olivia; her great-grandchildren, Brandon, 
Maggie, Andrew, Daniel, Adam, Marion, and Kaysen; 
many loving extended family members.

The Mashburn family received friends on Friday, 
Jan. 15, 2021 from 5 – 8 p.m. at Max Brannon and Sons 
Funeral Home.

The funeral service will be conducted on Saturday, Jan. 
16, 2021 at 2 p.m. from Boone Ford Baptist Church. Rev. 
Gary Quarles and Rev. Leamon Smith will officiate. Burial 
will follow the service at Fain Cemetery. Pallbearers are 
Zeke Bohannon, Steven Mashburn, Lee Beach, Braden 
Mashburn, Brandon Bell, and Will Solano. Music for the 
service will be arranged by Walter Bohannon and Steve 
Quarles.

The Brannon family and staff are honored to serve the 
family of Sara Mashburn.

Shirley Randolph
Mrs. Shirley Ruth 

Randolph, 78, of Adairsville, 
died Tuesday, Jan. 12, 2021, 
at her residence following 
several years of declining 
health.

Mrs. Randolph was 
born on April 18, 1942, the 
daughter of the late Richard 
Rainey and Ruby Oogles 
Rainey. In addition to her 

parents, she was preceded in death by her husband, James 
Floyd Randolph on Nov. 19, 1994.

Survivors include four daughters, Trisha (Robert) 
Hammonds, Telina (Michael) McCoy, Mariea Sholtz, Rita 
(Ken Buttram) Hall; four sons, Lamar (Robin) Randolph, 
Rickey (Debbie) Randolph, Thomas Randolph, and Pete 
Roberts; sisters, Dimple (Junior) Moorehead, Martha 
Boling; brother, Milton (Pam) Rainey; grandchildren, 
Justin (Anzie) McCoy, Alicia (Joey) Timms, Crystal 
(Robbie) Bagley, Hannah (Gordon) Daniel, Kimberly 
(Courtney) Spears, Nina (Justin) Garland, Michael (Tanya) 
McCoy, Chelsea (Jacob) Bates, Angel (Dylan) Pearce, 
Alyssa Jones, Marisa (Adam) Bagley, Mackenzlee Roach, 
Chloe Roach, Sarah (Craig) Owens, Ashlee Roach, Josh 
(Tiffany) Randolph, Amber Randolph and Kaitlyn Roach; 
28 great-grandchildren, her fur baby, Charlie Brown; 
nieces, nephews, and other relatives.

Funeral services for Shirley Ruth Rainey Randolph 
will be conducted Saturday, Jan. 16, 2021, at Cohutta 
Hills Community Church, 5551 Red Clay Road, Cohutta, 
Georgia, with Rev. Craig Owens officiating. Interment will 
follow in Cochran Cemetery, Hwy 225 South, Chatsworth, 
Georgia. Pallbearers serving will include Joey Timms, Troy 
Wilson, Robbie Bagley, Chelsea Bates, Jacob Bates, Alicia 
Tims, Gordon Daniel, Courtney Spears, Josh Randolph, 
and Dewayne Randolph.

Mrs. Randolph’s body will be placed in state at Cohutta 
Hills Community Church, Thursday, January 14, 2021, 
from 3:00 PM until 9:00 PM and Friday, January 15, 
2021, from 3:00 PM to 9:00 PM and remain there until 
the funeral hour at 11:00 AM, Saturday, January 16, 2021.

Online condolences may be express and the guestbook 
signed at www.maxbrannonandsons.com.

The Brannon family and staff are honored to serve the 
Randolph family.

MSG Jack Seritt
Master Sergeant Jack 

Seritt, U.S. Army Retired, 
heard the bugle sounds of 
“Taps,” turned off the lights 
and went to join the millions 
of fellow soldiers “over 
there” on Jan. 15, 2021. He 
was the last survivor of ten 
children and was born Jan. 5, 
1924 to James Robert (Bob) 
Seritt and Elizabeth (Lizzie) 
Seritt of Sugar Valley. In 
addition to his parents, Sergeant Seritt was preceded in death 
by his wife, Frances in 2001, and former wife Ann Seritt, 
brothers, Hudson (Hut) Seritt, Calvin (Tab) Seritt and Dewitt 
Seritt, sisters, Celia Seritt Cochran, Dorothy Seritt Brumlow, 
Aline Seritt, Ruth Seritt Baker, Hazel Seritt Wester and 
Robbie Seritt Brown, plus and step-children, Sylvan and 
Fay Fox, Lewis E. Buddy Hicks, Mary Hicks Land, Jimmy 
L. Hicks, David Coker.

Sergeant Seritt attended grade school in Sugar Valley 
and graduated from Calhoun High School in the class of 
1941. Sergeant Seritt is survived by his son, Scott Seritt of 
Woodstock; step-children and spouses, Roger Hicks and 
Carol Hicks of Rocky Face, Kay Hicks Coker of Rocky 
Face; daughter-in-law, Joyce Hicks of Tunnel Hill; son-in-
law Jerry Land of Dalton; also several nieces and nephews, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren. He is also survived 
by a special friend and companion, Azalea Thompson of 
Crandall. His special friends at Dalton Family Practice, 
Bradley Wellness Center and the Senior Center were the 
ones he turned to when he needed help and comfort. 

Sergeant Seritt served twenty-four years in the  in the 
U.S. Army, a veteran of World War II in Europe, The Korean 
War (1950-1951) and the Vietnam era. His decorations and 
awards, among other recognitions, include the National 
Defense Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster, Good Conduct 
Medal, (6th award) American Defense Service Medal, 
American Campaign Service Medal, European-African-
Middle Eastern Campaign with three bronze service stars, 
Korean Service Medal with five bronze service stars and 
Korean Service Medal (awarded on the 50th anniversary 
of the Korean War). Also the Army of Occupation 
Medal (Europe), World War II Victory Medal and Army 
Commendation Medal, Meritorious Medal, Presidential 
Unit Citation and acknowledgement and several Letters of 
Appreciation, Commendations from General Officers while 
serving in the U.S., England, France, Germany, Belgium, 
Japan, and Korea. His most enjoyable service was a tour 
in Alaska in 1963-1965, returning there many times after 
retirement, also traveling to Mexico, Hawaii, Bahamas, 
Aruba and Puerto Rico. Traveling and being with family 
were his greatest enjoyments. Sergeant Seritt was a long 
time member of the American Legion and Veterans of 
Foreign Wars.

Graveside service will be held Tuesday Jan. 19, 2021 at 
12 p.m. at the Celebration Mausoleum at Ponders Whitfield 
Memorial Gardens with Andy Coker officiating. He will 
have full Military Honors.  A private visitation will be 
held Tuesday from 10 a.m. until 11:30 a.m. on Tuesday 
at Ponders Melrose Chapel. He will be laid to rest at the 
West Hill Cemetery with Matt Seritt, Bart Seritt, Matt 
Hicks, Derek Hicks, Chris Coker, and Tim Land serving as 
pallbearers.     

Due to the National health crisis and the Covid-19 
virus, masks must be worn properly at all times and social 
distancing must be observed when visiting the funeral home. 

Condolences may be expressed to the family at www.
pondersfuneralhome.com.

Arrangements will be announced by, Ponders Melrose 
Chapel 138 Melrose Drive Dalton, GA 30721, 706-226-
4002 www.selectedindependentfuneralhomes.org and www.
ogr.org
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Calhoun High School 
11th grader, Shannon 
Yaeger-Rood, is the 
Calhoun College and 
Career Academy (CCCA) 
Student of the Week 
for January 4-8, 2021. 
Shannon is an excellent 
student in the culinary 
arts pathway. His culinary 
teacher, Caroline Atkins, 
nominated Shannon 
stating, “I chose Shannon 
because he has always 
shown a passion and a 
sense of curiosity for 
culinary arts. He is eager 
to try new techniques 
and find creative ways 

to make food. Shannon 
usually finishes a task 
and then tries it a 
different way just to see 
if it can be done.”

Shannon chose the 
culinary pathway at the 
CCCA, because he has 
always been interested 
in how a chef can take 
food that he doesn’t 
really like and make 
it into something new 
and enjoyable. Shannon 
wants to be a restaurant 
chef and make all kinds 
of foods, especially 
Southern food. Shannon 
is very thankful that 
CCCA offers an 
opportunity to explore 
the world of culinary 

arts. Shannon plans to 
attend a culinary school 
after high school such as 
the Art Institute and train 
to be a chef. 

When asked about his 
thoughts on the culinary 
arts program, Shannon 
stated, ”When you go to 
a restaurant, you mostly 
just experience the final 
project of the food. My 
culinary classes have 
shown me what it means 
to have a career as a 
chef and how to make a 
restaurant work.” 

Congratulations to 
Shannon Yaeger-Rood, 
CCCA Student of the 
Week for January 4-8, 
2021.

Education
CCCA Student of the Week Spotlight for Jan. 4-8, 2021

CALHOUN CITY 
SCHOOLS

By the end of 
December 2020, the 
Georgia Northwestern 
Technical College 
(GNTC) Foundation 
raised approximately 
$250,000 in support of 
students from private 
donations, corporate gifts, 
grants, planned giving 
and establishment of an 
endowed fund. 

At the conclusion of 
GNTC’s Annual and Year-
End Giving Campaign: “A 
Gift of Impact,” the GNTC 
Foundation raised $90,464 
in scholarship funds, 
surpassing the original 
goal of $20,000 by a large 
margin. Gifts from GNTC 
employees alone exceeded 
$20,000.  

“We are so grateful to 
the northwest Georgia 
community for its terrific 
response to our fundraising 

appeals,” said GNTC 
President Dr. Heidi 
Popham. “Because of their 
donations, many more of 
our students have been 
able to stay enrolled and 
on track to graduate despite 
the impact of COVID-19.” 

According to Lauretta 
Hannon, GNTC director of 
Institutional Advancement, 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
has increased the number 
of students who are facing 
financial hardships.  

“The  GNTC 
Foundation has been 
working non-stop in the 
setting up and awarding 
of scholarships and other 
forms of financial support 
for students hit hard by the 
pandemic,” said Hannon. 
“Thanks to the generosity 
of donors, we’ve been able 
to increase student support 
by 100%.” 

Shortly after the 
conclusion of the 
fundraising campaign, the 

GNTC Foundation awarded 
31 qualifying students 
with scholarships for the 
Spring 2021 semester. The 
Foundation also received 
a donation from the Winn 
family and established an 
endowment scholarship as 
well as a food pantry on 
the Polk County Campus in 
honor of the late Tallapoosa 
Judicial Circuit Superior 
Court Judge Dan Peace 
Winn. 

The GNTC Foundation 
offers scholarships and 
financial assistance to 
eligible students on the 
GNTC website. Student 
financial assistance can 
help with tuition, books, 
supplies, fees, licensure 
exams and other needs. 
For more information on 
donating to the GNTC 
Foundation, please 
contact Michelle Beatson, 
Foundation administrator, 
at 706-802-5850 or visit 
the Foundation’s donation 

page. 
The GNTC Foundation 

Trustees are Phil 
Burkhalter, Floyd County; 
Valerie Brown, Whitfield 
County; Linda Case, Dade 
County; Jay LeGrande, 
Polk County; Gary 
McConnell, Chattooga 
County; Craig McDaniel, 
Floyd County; Sherrie 
Patterson, Murray County; 
Damon Raines, Walker 
County; Becky Redd, 
Gordon County; Mitch 
Sanford, Whitfield County; 
Jay Still, Whitfield County; 
Wil Stiles, Catoosa County; 
Scott Tucker, Floyd 
County; Carolyn Walker, 
Walker County; and Doris 
White, Walker County. 

Georgia Northwestern 
Technical College provides 
quality workforce education 
to the citizens of Northwest 
Georgia. Students have 
the opportunity to earn an 
associate degree, diploma, 
or a certificate in business, 

health, industrial, or public 
service career paths. This 
past year, 12,454 people 
benefited from GNTC’s 
credit and noncredit 
programs. With an annual 
credit enrollment of 7,730 
students, GNTC is the 
largest college in Northwest 
Georgia. GNTC has an 
additional enrollment 
of 4,724 people through 

adult education, continuing 
education, business and 
industry training, and 
Georgia Quick Start. For 
more information about 
GNTC, visit us at www.
GNTC.edu. GNTC is a unit 
of the Technical College 
System of Georgia and 
an Equal Opportunity 
Institution. 

GNTC Foundation raises approximately $250,000 during 2020
GNTC

Governor Brian 
Kemp and State School 
Superintendent Richard 
Woods plan to provide a  
one-time, $1,000 bonus 
payment to every K-12 
public-school teacher and 
school-level staff member 
in the state. 

The bonus payments are 
intended for all school-
level staff in Georgia’s 
K-12 public schools, 
including teachers, 
paraprofessionals, school 
counselors, school 
psychologists, school 
nurses, custodians, bus 
drivers, school nutrition 
staff, media specialists, 
clerical staff and 
administrative assistants, 
school principals, assistant 
principals, instructional 
coaches, therapists, etc. 
The funds will be allocated 
to school districts and 
must be spent on the bonus 
payments. Superintendent 
Woods will officially 
recommend the allocation 
for approval at the State 
Board of Education’s Feb. 
18, 2021 meeting. 

“In a day and age 
where so much is thrown 
at those investing in our 
children on the front lines, 
the additional burdens of 
remote learning, social 
distancing, wearing a 
mask, adapting to the new 
normal — honestly made 
educating overwhelming,” 
Governor Kemp said 
in his State of the State 
address today. “But the 
great men and women 
running Georgia’s schools 
didn’t miss a beat. From 
principals . . . teachers . . .
custodians....bus drivers...

and support staff on down, 
their actions have inspired 
us all, and today, I am 
proud to announce that, 
working closely with State 
School Superintendent 
Richard Woods, the state 
will provide additional 
support to school system 
reopening efforts, equating 
to a one-time supplement 
of $1,000 per teacher and 
other employees.”

“Our teachers and 
school staff have done 
extraordinary work in 
the last ten months,” 
Superintendent Woods 
said. “At the onset of the 
pandemic, they essentially 
reinvented the educational 
delivery system in the 
space of a weekend,   and 
since then have continued 
to show up for their 
students, whether virtually 
or in-person. What we’ve 
asked of them has been 
far from easy, and we are 
providing these bonuses 
as a tangible gesture of our 
gratitude and respect for 
their work and sacrifices, 
and as a means of retaining 

these dedicated educators 
and support personnel 
who make educating 
our students possible. 
This is about restoring 
hope for our educational 
workforce – during these 
unprecedented times, we 
must continue to invest in 
the people who directly 
serve students and make 
our education system run.”

The payments will be 
provided through two 
sources — approximately 
$60 million  from the 
Governor’s Office and 
approximately $180 
million from the  Georgia 
Department of Education’s 
reserve portion of CARES 
2 stimulus funds.

Bonus payments are not 
a required or specifically 
listed use of CARES 2 
funds, but they were a 
top priority for Governor 
Kemp, Superintendent 
Woods and GaDOE, and 
the U.S. Department of 
Education has verified 
that they are an allowable 
expenditure.

GNTC

Georgia plans to provide bonus 
payment to every  public-school 
teacher, school staff member

http://www.GNTC.edu
http://www.GNTC.edu


ONGOING 
- P h i l a d e l p h i a 

Christian School is 
located off Highway 
41 between Calhoun 
and Adairsville. The 
school offers 4-year-old 
kindergarten through 12th 
grade, using the A-Beka 
curriculum. To find out 
more about the school, 
call the office at 706-625-
3233.

-Faith Deliverance 
Ministry and Outreach 
will be taking donations 
of clothes, shoes, also 
all house hold items to 
help needy families. Call 
Minister Evelyn Adams at 
706-671-7988. 

-Celebrate Recovery, 
a faith based 12-step 
program, meets every 
Tuesday at 6 p.m. at 
Relevate Church in 
Ranger off 411. Call 
Nicole for information: 
706-979-4713/706-290-
8028.

-East Calhoun 
Church of God, at 401 
Peters Street, gives out 
groceries and clothing 
through the “Feed the 
Needy” ministry each 
Saturday from 11 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. The church 
hosts a miracle healing 
service every first Friday 
at 7 p.m. For more 
information, contact 
“Feed the Needy” ministry 
director Florence Jones 
at 706-409-1981. Senior 
pastor is Keith Reid. 

CHURCH 
DIRECTORY
Fairmount United 

Methodist Church-
Loving One Another To 
Christ. Sunday School at 
10 a.m.; Worship Service 
at 11 a.m. Children’s 
Church provided. New 
Minister now Leading. 
New programs and 
community outreach 
coming soon.

-Pastor Terry Reisner 
invites everyone to the 
Vision Pentecostal 
Ministry located at 
401 South Wall Street 
in Calhoun. Come hear 
the truth of God’s Word 
Sundays at 11 a.m.

--Pine Chapel United 
Methodist Church, 
located at 2232 Pine 
Chapel Road in Resaca, 
“A place to begin, belong 
and become.” Sunday 
School, 10:15 a.m.; 
Worship, 11 a.m. Pastor 
Louise W. Elmore.

-Resaca Assembly 
of God, located at 
904 Resaca Lafayette 
Rd NW, would like to 
welcome everyone to 
please come and join in 
worship and meet our 
Pastor Steve Burns and his 
lovely wife Cathy. Sunday 
school at 10 a.m., worship 

service on Sunday at 11 
a.m. and 6 p.m.. Everyone 
is invited.

-Calhoun First United 
Methodist Church 
Sunday Worship times: 
9:00 a.m., traditional 
worship; 10 a.m., 
Sunday school; 11 a.m., 
contemporary service 
(in the CAC). Calhoun 
First UMC is located at 
205 East Line Street in 
downtown Calhoun.

-First Presbyterian 
Church, located at 829 
Red Bud Road N.E. in 
Calhoun. Pastor David 
McDonald invites you 
to join us on Sunday for 
Sunday School at 9:45 
a.m., Worship Service at 
11 a.m., and Bible Study 
Class Tuesday 10 a.m.

-Oakman Baptist 
Church located at 397 
Oakman Rd. Oakman, 
Georgia, has Sunday 
school at 10 a.m. Covered 
dish dinner every third 
Sunday fol lowing 
worship. Everyone is 
invited!

-Damascus Baptist 
Church, located on 
North Highway 41 in 
Calhoun, Sunday School 
at 10 a.m. Sunday worship 
at 11 a.m. and Sunday 
night at 6 p.m.

-Old Sugar Valley 
United Methodist 
Church located at 2659 
Old Rome Dalton Road 
in Calhoun has Breakfast 
Social at 9:30 am every 
Sunday. The church 
history is colorful, dating 
back to the Civil War, 
small cozy country church 
nothing fancy! Come join 
us!

-Faith Deliverance 
Ministry and Outreach 
with Evelyn M. Adams, 
Minister has been 
ordained as a Minister of 
the Gospel since 1972. 
Call anytime to come 
minister to your church of 
place or event at 706-337-
3241. 24-hour prayer line 
at 706-671-7988. Send 
all prayer requests to P.O 
Box 394, Fairmount GA, 
30139. 

-Pleasant Valley 
Baptist Church is a Bible 
believing & teaching 
church located in the 
Red Bud Community. 
Pastor Keith Gibson 
and the congregation 
invite you to come and 
worship with us at 3882 
Red Bud Rd., Calhoun. 
Opportunities for worship: 
Bible Study for all ages 10 
a.m., Children’s Church 
up to 5th grade 11a.m., 
Worship service 11 a.m. 
Wednesday night service 
times Prayer Bible Study 
and Student Ministries 7 
p.m. 706-624-0198, Find 
us on Facebook or email 
pvbccalhoun@gmail.com

-Maranatha Baptist 
Church on Hwy 225 
across from paradise 

Drag Strip, Calhoun 
would like to invite you 
to attend our services for 
Sunday School starting at 
10 a.m., Worship Service 
at 10:45 a.m. Wednesday 
Night Services are at 
7 p.m. Everyone is 
Welcome. Pastor Richard 
Webster.

- E v a n g e l i s t i c 
Outreach Ministries on 
1590 Dews Pond Road. 
Pastor Mark Kirby invites 
everyone to Fellowship 
and Worship with us. 
Children’s Church on 
Sunday Services starts 
at 11:00am Childrens 
Church starts at 11:30am. 
Wednesday nights Bible 
Study 7:00pm-8:00pm. 
Come out and see what 
the Lord is doing!

-The College Street 
Church of God, 731 
College St., Calhoun, 
706-483-3666, pastor 
Dewayne Smith, holds 
weekly services: Sunday 
school at 10 a.m., Sunday; 
morning worship at 11 
a.m., Sunday; Sunday 
night service at 6 p.m.; 
and Bible study on 
Wednesday at 7 p.m.

-Victory Fellowship 
Center, 925 Oothcalooga 
St., invites you to weekly 
worship services held at 
11 a.m. every Sunday 
morning. Pastor Joe 
Stewart and the VFC 
family also invite everyone 
to join each Wednesday at 
noon and 7:30 p.m. for 
anointed and enlightening 
Bible studies. If you are 
looking to grow in your 
understanding of God’s 
plan for your life and gain 
greater insight of the life 
changing power of His 
word, come and join us as 
we study the word.

-Boone Ford Baptist 
Church invites you to 
attend its services for 
Sunday School starting 
at 10 a.m. and Worship 
services at 11 a.m. every 
Sunday.  Sunday night 
services are at 6 p.m. 
on the first and third 
Sunday night of each 
month.  Wednesday night 
services start at 7:30 p.m.  
Everyone welcome.  Gary 
Quarles, pastor.

-Pleasant Hill Baptist 
Church and Pastor David 
Peeler invite everyone to 
attend weekly services. 
Sunday School begins at 
10 a.m. and worship at 
11 a.m. Sunday evening 
activities and discipleship 
training begin at 6 p.m., 
and children’s and youth 
programs at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday service begins 
at 7 p.m., along with 
Bible study programs for 
children and youth.

-Pastor Steve Corbin 
invites everyone to 
regular services at New 
Zion Baptist Church. 
Sunday School is at 10 
a.m., worship service 

at 11 a.m. and Sunday 
night service at 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday night Bible 
study is at 7:15 a.m. 
Everyone is welcome.

-Greater Mt. Tabor 
Baptist Church, 259 
Herring Road, NW, 
Armuchee, invites you 
to come worship and 
fellowship with us on 
Sunday morning at 11 a.m. 
Pastor Reginald McDaniel 
and Church Family also 
welcome you to attend 
Mid-Week Bible Study, 
Wednesday evening at 6 
p.m. and Sunday School at 
10 a..m..  We are a church 
on the move for Christ, 
come share with us as we 
grow in the Word of God.

-Resaca First Baptist 
Church and Pastor Rev. 
Harold Blackstock would 
like to invite you to attend 
our Sunday School at 10 
a.m. and worship at 11 
a.m. Sunday night service 
is at 6 p.m. Wednesday 
night service at 6 p.m. for 
children and youth.

-Liberty Baptist 
Church Pastor Gene 
Ratcliff invites everyone 
to church services in 
Ranger; service times are 
10 a.m. Sunday School, 
11 a.m. Sunday worship 
and 7 p.m. Wednesday 
worship.

-Brother Joe Hall 
and the congregation of 
Ranger Baptist invite 
everyone to its regular 
services on Sunday 
morning. Sunday School 
begins at 10 a.m. Worship 
is Wednesday night with 
dinner at 6:30 p.m. and 
Bible study at 7 p.m. For 
more information, call 
706-629-3425.

-Oak Grove Baptist 
Church of Adairsville is 
located at 997 Brownlee 
Mountain Road S.W. 
Service times are Sunday 
school 9:45 a.m., with 
worship at 11 a.m. and 6 
p.m. on Sunday and 7 p.m. 
on Wednesday. Pastor: 
Roger Fisher.

-Fellowship Baptist 
Church of Plainville 
will hold a Brotherhood 
Breakfast on the second 
Sunday of each month at 
8 a.m. 

-Hope in Christ 
Ministries, 306 Peters 
St., is holding services 
every Sunday morning. 
Adult Bible Study starts 
at 10 a.m. with praise/
worship service at 11 
a.m. Bishop W. S. (Billy) 
Weems is the pastor. 
Rev. Earnest Diamond 
Jr. is assistant pastor. For 
more information, call the 
church at 706-602-2433.

-Talking Rock Creek 
Chapel has a new pastor, 
the Pastor Donald 
Broaehurst and family. 
Service times are 9 a.m. 
for Sunday school and 
Children’s Church and 
10 a.m. and 7 p.m. on 
Wednesday. For more 
information, call 706-
669-0854.

-Rev. Israel and 
Bishop Rita Partin 
Spaulding will host 
a Gathering of Eagles 
Revival Service each 
Saturday night at 
6:30.These meetings 
are designed for those 
individuals who have a 
desire to go higher in 
God. Come expecting 
your breakthrough. The 
location is 799 Pine 
Street in the Church of 
God in Christ building. 
Rev. Israel and Bishop 
Rita are International 
Speakers with a Life 
Changing Word. For more 
information please call 
423-883-3138.

-Philadelphia Baptist 
Church operates North 
Georgia Baptist College 
and is registering 
students. It is a local 
church ministry designed 
to prepare men and 
women for serving the 
Lord. It will provide basic 
training for preachers, 
Sunday school teachers, 
Christian schoolteachers, 

eva ngel i s t s  a nd 
missionaries. For more 
information call the 
church office at 706-
625-3233 or visit the 
college’s web site at www.
nor thgabapt is tcol lege.
com. 

-Calhoun Church of 
Jesus Christ, located at 
the corner of Damascus 
Road and Pine Drive, 
invites everyone to attend 
their weekly services. 
Sunday services take 
place at 10:30 a.m. and 6 
p.m. Wednesday’s service 
is at 7 p.m. The church’s 
pastor is Joshua Maddox 
and assistant pastor is 
Hunter Quarles. 

-Big Springs Baptist 
Church, 3326 Dews Pond 
Road SE, Calhoun, invites 
families and individuals 
from all walks of life 
to attend their services 
(casual dress). The 
worship service includes 
contemporary music 
along with traditional 
hymns and Southern 
Gospel. Children’s 
Church is provided for 
ages K- 3rd grade and 
nursery for babies – pre-
k. Service times: Sunday 
mornings: fellowship 
breakfast, 9:15-9:30 a.m.; 
Bible study (all ages) 
9:45 a.m., worship 10:45 
a.m. Evening worship 
6:30 p.m. Wednesday 
evenings 6:30 p.m. For 
more information on the 
church you may contact 
Rev. Tommy Phillips at 
678-986-7404.

-Oakman Baptist 
Church and Pastor 
Jason Pace invite 
everyone to attend their 
weekly services. Sunday 
School is at 10 a.m. and 
morning worship is at 11. 
Sunday evening activities, 
which include worship 
and children and youth 
programs, begin at 6 p.m. 
Wednesday services begin 
at 7 p.m., which include 
Bible study and programs 
for youth and children. 

Heritage Baptist 
Church welcomes Dr. 
Jimmy DeYoung for a 
Prophecy Conference 
Jan. 18 - 20, at the 
church, located on Curtis 
Parkway in Calhoun.

Sunday’s  event 
will be held at 11 a.m. 
and 6 p.m.; Monday - 
Wednesday will be held 
at 6:30 p.m. nighty.

Dr. Jimmy DeYoung 
has resided in Jerusalem 
for at least a portion of 
the year each year for 
the last 23 years where 
he held full credentials 
as a journalist in the 
second most populated 

journalistic city in the 
world. Arriving there 
just 3 days prior to the 
Gulf Crisis in 1991, 
he weathered 39 Scud 
attacks. He gave reports 
nationwide on several 
networks during the Gulf 
Crisis. 

He has his finger 
on the pulse of what is 
considered the media 
“hot spot” of our time, 
the Middle East. On 
his travels throughout 
the US and around the 
world, DeYoung brings 
with him the latest news 
from out of the Middle 
East with a unique blend 
of political, biblical, and 
prophetic insight that can 
not be found in the media 

today.
DeYoung is a noted 

conference speaker in the 
United States, Europe, 
and South America, 
and he devotes several 
months out of each 
year to this conference 
schedule.

He has authored 
the best selling book, 
“Sound The Trumpets”, 
produced a number 
of audio and video 
materials, including his 
best seller, “Ready To 
Rebuild”, a documentary 
on the building of the 
Third Temple. DeYoung 
continues to monitor the 
most current events as 
they unfold in the Middle 
East and compares these 

current events to the 
prophetic truth of God’s 
Word.

Deyoung had the 

privilege of receiving 
his Doctorate from 
Tennessee Temple 
University in May of 

1996. He also received 
his PhD from Louisiana 
Baptist University in 
May of 2000.

5AGordon GazetteWeekend, January 16, 2021

To stay up to date on the latest community 
news, follow the Gordon Gazette on  

Facebook, Instagram and Twitter

Heritage Baptist Church welcomes Dr. Jimmy
DeYoung for Prophecy Conference Jan. 18-20
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Though modern 
electronic cigarettes 
have been around for the 
last decade or so, they 
have recently become 
increasingly popular with 
adolescents from middle 
school to college. Also 
known as JUULs and vape 
pens, e-cigarettes may 
seem less harmful than 
traditional cigarettes, but 
as time goes on, evidence 
is evolving about the true 
health risks of “vaping.”

What exactly is an 
e-cigarette?

E-cigarettes are 
battery powered devices 
that deliver nicotine 
through a refillable 
e-liquid or disposable 
cartridge which turns into 
vapor during use. Their 
various e-liquid flavors, 
ease of availability and 
the misguided belief 
that they are safer than 
traditional cigarettes 
make them an appealing 
choice to users.

What are the 
health consequences of 
e-cigarette usage?

Health concerns 
surrounding e-cigarettes 
include nicotine levels, 
dangerous chemical 
i ng red ien t s  and 
secondhand emissions.

It can be difficult 
to determine the exact 
level of nicotine in an 
e-cigarette, but any 
amount is unhealthy as it 

is an extremely addictive 
substance. Some claim 
e-cigarettes are helpful 
to use when quitting 
traditional cigarettes, 
but the Food and Drug 
Administration has not 
found this to be a safe or 
effective way of quitting 
tobacco.

A study from the 
University of North 
Carolina found that two 
of the primary ingredients 
in e-cigarettes, propylene 
glycol and vegetable 
glycerin, are toxic to 
cells. Devices can also 
produce dangerous 
chemicals including 
acetaldehyde, acrolein 
and formaldehyde. 
These aldehydes can 
cause lung disease and 
cardiovascular disease. 
Acrolein,  another 
ingredient used in 
e-cigarettes, is primarily 
used to kill weeds and can 
cause acute lung injury.

In 2016, the Surgeon 
General concluded that 
secondhand emissions 
from e-cigarettes are also 
dangerous. Secondhand 
emissions can contain 
nicotine, diacetyl, which 
is linked to lung disease, 
and benzene, which is 
found in car exhaust, and 
heavy metals like nickel 
and lead.

Can e-cigarettes 
impact the future health 
of adolescents?

Youth who use 
e-cigarettes are more 
likely to have various 
health issues and 

eventually transition 
to using traditional 
cigarettes.

Nicotine exposure 
during adolescence can 
damage the developing 
brain, which continues 
into the early to mid-20s. 
Neurocognitive processes 
are not fully developed 
during this time, which 
can make teens more 
susceptible to addiction. 
E-cigarettes can also 
contain other harmful 
ingredients that can cause 
serious physical health 
issues in young people.

What can parents 
do?

The best way for 
adolescents to learn 
about the serious health 
concerns of e-cigarettes 
is through open 
communication. Use 
credible information to 
discuss with your children, 
and be willing to listen. 
Keep the conversation 
going beyond the initial 
discussion. Frequent 
reminders will help keep 
the topic at the forefront 
of your and your child’s 
mind. It’s also important 
to set a positive example 
by being tobacco-free.

At the local level, 
the Teen Health Task 
Force, comprised of 
the Family Connection 
Collaborative, recently 
met to discuss the teen 
usage of e-cigarettes in 
Gordon County. Also, 
AdventHealth Gordon 
will be partnering with the 
city and county schools 

to educate all students on 
the dangers of this issue.

“It’s alarming how 
many teens and young 
adults have turned to 
e-cigarettes,” said Tracy 
Farriba, director of 

community outreach at 
AdventHealth Gordon 
and member of the Teen 
Health Task Force. “We 
want to protect the youth 
in our community from 
anything that could 

threaten their health 
and futures. Planning is 
underway to provide more 
information and education 
to our community about 
e-cigarettes.”
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myfirstbank.com

Visit us at:

MY BANK HAS THE TOOLS  
I NEED TO MANAGE MY BUSINESS
From business checking to merchant services, we’re ready to help your business 
thrive. And being locally owned and managed means you’ll get the attention 
you deserve every time. Make the switch and see what you get with a real 
banking relationship. At First Bank of Calhoun, YOU are first!

197 W.C. Bryant Pkwy
Calhoun, GA

(706) 629-1500

“As a business owner, customer service is top priority. First Bank of Calhoun  
delivers the customer service that you don’t see much of these days. They are  

attentive and always ready to help with my financial needs.”
– Kevan Carpenter, Commercial Floor Resources

Georgia recorded 
its third straight day 
of high numbers of 
COVID deaths, with the 
142 reported Thursday 
bringing the state’s 
three-day total to 424.

The new figure neared 
Tuesday’s record number 
of 145.

T h e  m e d i c a l 
strain from the post-
holiday COVID surge, 
meanwhile, is being felt 
in hospitals across the 
state. And that pressure 
may increase even more, 
at least in the short term, 
experts say.

The state’s Department 
of Public Health reported 
more than 9,000 new 
COVID-19 infections 
Thursday. Georgia’s rate 
of positives on COVID 
tests is about 20 percent, 
far above the target level 
of 5 percent or less.

Grady Memorial 
Hospital ,  Atlanta’s 
safety-net giant, is at 
capacity.

The 162 COVID 
patients at Grady 
represent its highest 
total since the pandemic 
began, said Dr. Robert 
Jansen, Grady Health 
System’s chief medical 
officer. “It goes up every 
day,’’ he told GHN on 
Thursday.

Jansen said he doesn’t 
think the virus surge has 
yet peaked. “I think the 
crest of the surge will 
probably be in another 
seven to 10 days.’’

The state has reopened 

a 60-bed temporary 
hospital at the Georgia 
World Congress Center, 
a convention facility 
in downtown Atlanta. 
Jansen said there were 
41 COVID patients 
there Thursday morning. 
“They’re coming from 
all over the state,’’ he 
said.

The patients at 
the center don’t 
require critical care 
services, Jansen added. 
Accommodating them 
there, however, relieves 
some of the pressure on 
hospitals treating sicker 
patients.

He said other large 
hospital systems in metro 
Atlanta, such as Wellstar, 
Emory, Piedmont and 
Northside, “are pretty 
much in the same shape 
we’re in. Everybody’s 
resources are stretched 
right now.”

The COVID vaccine, 
despite its rocky rollout, 
eventually will help curb 
the spread of the disease, 
he said, though “it’s too 
early now’’ to see that 
happening.

Pushed to the limit
Rising numbers of 

COVID hospitalizations 
are being reported across 
the state.

Wells tar  Heal th 
System said Thursday 
that all 11 of its hospitals 
are seeing a surge in 
patient volumes, with 
most operating at full 
or over capacity. “We 
continue to monitor 
closely to ensure that 
we have the supplies, 

beds, and caregivers 
where they need to 
be,” Wellstar said in a 
statement. “Our greatest 
challenge currently is 
having enough staff to 
care for patients, many 
of whom are critically 
ill.”

The Marietta-based 
system said it has 
730 COVID patients 
admitted to its hospitals, 
and another 81 under 
investigation for the 
disease.

Emory Healthcare 
also is seeing a big 
increase in hospitalized 
patients with COVID-19.

“We have surpassed 
the number of hospitalized 
patients with COVID-
19 in critical and acute 
care as compared to any 
time since the pandemic 
started,” Emory said in a 
statement. “The rapid and 
continued rise in cases 
remains very concerning.  
Given the impact of 
holiday gatherings, we 
do not anticipate any 
reduction in cases over 
the next few weeks, 
which will only make a 
very difficult situation 
more extreme.  We 
continuously monitor the 
capacity of our hospitals 
across Emory Healthcare 
to ensure we can care 
for all patients, with or 
without COVID-19.”

The Atlanta-based 
Northside Hospital 
System said it has 
seen a 365% increase 
in total COVID-19 
patients over the last two 
months. COVID patients 
currently comprise 48% 

of Northside’s overall 
patient population.

In Augusta, hospitals 
are setting records when 
it comes COVID patients 
and then breaking those 
records a day or two later, 
the Augusta Chronicle 
reported Thursday.

“We’re doing a lot of 
very creative things to 
create capacity within 
the system,” said Dr. 
Phillip Coule, the chief 
medical officer at AU 
Health System, which 
set a record Thursday 
by treating 122 COVID-
19 patients. “We’re 
currently over capacity 
right now, and that’s not 
including the patients 
that we are managing 
in other facilities via 
telemedicine.”

“We’re at capacity,” 
said Dr. John Farr, the 
chief medical officer 
for Doctors Hospital of 
Augusta, where there are 
83 COVID-19 patients, 
two short of an all-
time high. “It’s just that 
the patients don’t stop 
coming, so you have to 
find ways to create a 

little bit more capacity 
to take care of them. 
So capacity is a moving 
target.”

“If we need to convert 
additional areas, we’ll do 
what we need to do,” 
said Reyne Gallup, the 
executive vice president 
and chief operating 
officer for acute care 
services at University 
Hospital, which hit its 
high of 140 last week but 
has hovered just below 
that on most days since, 
the Chronicle reported.

Governor thanks, 
praises health 
workers

Gov. Brian Kemp, 
in his annual State of 
the State address on 
Thursday, praised health 
care workers for their 
heroism and sacrifice in 
fighting COVID-19.

Referring to the 
pandemic, Kemp said 
that “we can now see the 
light at the end of this 
tunnel,” and pointed out 
that 283,000 Georgians 
had been vaccinated as 
of Wednesday.

He said health care 
workers in Georgia have 
“literally faced hell on 
earth”  during the 10 
months of COVID-19. 
He specifically praised 
the work at Phoebe 
Putney Health System 
in Albany early in the 
pandemic. During that 
time, the Albany area, 
in southwest Georgia, 
had some of the worst 
COVID rates in the 
nation.

The pressure on 
health care workers is a 
big concern for Grady’s 
Jansen, who noted 
that the pandemic has 
unfolded amid a general 
nursing shortage. “We’re 
asking people to work 
longer and harder,’’ he 
said.

“The staff is stretched 
as thin as it can be,’’ 
Jansen said. “Nursing, 
h o u s e k e e p i n g  – 
everybody is working as 
hard as they can.’’

Andy Miller is CEO 
and editorof Georgia 
Health News.

GEORGIA HEALTH NEWS: Georgia hospitals feel 
strain of COVID surge, expect it to continue

ANDY MIlLER, 
Georgia Health News

Visit us for the latest community news at: 
www.gordongazettega.com 
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January 2019, where they added the state-of-
the art medical facility Walmart Health, revamped 
their eye clinic and pharmacy and added a space for 
Essentials PetCare. 

Walmart Calhoun was just the second store in 
the state that includes Walmart Health, the retail 
giant’s latest entry into the healthcare space. Just 
like their current Care Clinics, visitors can get 
healthcare needs at affordable prices no matter 
their insurance status, but Walmart Health adds 
additional services in one convenient location 
including: Primary Care, Dental, Counseling, Labs 
and X-rays, Health screening, Optometry, Hearing, 
Fitness and nutrition, Health insurance education 
and enrollment, along with the veterinary clinic.

For more information about Essentials PetCare, 
visit EssentialsPetCare.com, @EssentialsPetCare 
on Facebook and Instagram, and @EssentialsPet on 
Twitter.

Janice “Linda” Smith
Janice Belinda “Linda” 

O’Shields Smith, 70, of 
Calhoun, died Wednesday, 
Jan. 13, 2021 after a one-
month illness. She was 
born on May 27, 1950 in 
Alabama to the late Doyle 
and Jeanette Taylor Hayes.

She is survived by her 
son and daughter-in-law, 
Jesse (Bonnie) O’Shields; 
daughter, Janice D. 
Stover; brothers, Danny Levie, John Howell, and Donald 
Hayes; sisters, Connie Arnfeld and Jamie Goldthweight; 
grandchildren, Jennifer Newport, Jesse O’Shields, 
Zachariah O’Shields, Keirsten Long, William Stover, and 
Skyler Stover; great grandchild, Hunter Newport; several 
friends and other relatives.

The family will receive friends on Sunday, Jan. 17, 
2021 from 5 – 8 p.m. at Max Brannon and Sons Funeral 
Home.

The funeral will be held Monday, Jan. 18, 2021 at 11 a.m. 
from Grace Church with Rev. Tim Reid officiating. Burial 
will follow in Gordon Memorial Gardens. Pallbearers are 
Will Stover, Jesse O’Shields, Zachariah O’Shields, Zack 
French, Roy King, Johnathan Roaden, Milton King, and 
Mack Maddox.

To leave condolences and sign the online guest book 
please go to, www.maxbrannonandsons.com

The Brannon family and staff are honored to serve the 
family of Janice Belinda “Linda” O’Shields Smith.
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return to school until they meet the Department 
of Public Health’s Return to School Guidance After 
COVID-19 Illness or Exposure.

The COVID-19 statistics for Gordon’s neighboring 
counties since the beginning of the pandemic as of 
Saturday morning are:

-Bartow County...7,803 cases, 135 deaths, 10 
probable deaths and 532 hospitalizations;

-Floyd County... 7,705 cases, 120 deaths, 20 

probable deaths and 618 hospitalizations;
-Whitfield County...12,455 cases, 148 deaths, 5 

probable deaths and 596 hospitalizations.
The State of Georgia has had 668,068 cases 

of COVID-19 since the pandemic began, with 
10,878 deaths, 1,260 probable deaths and 46,208 
hospitalizations.

Gordon County EMA Director Courtney Taylor 
reminds the public to continue to wash hands often, 
cover your cough and practice social distancing. 

For further information and numbers such as 
demographics for Georgia and totals all counties 
please visit: https://dph.georgia.gov/

COVID 
From page 1A

Heritage 2021
Celebrating the past, present  
and future of Gordon County

This special, online publication of the Gordon Gazette 
will be FREE for all to enjoy beginning Thursday,  

Feb. 22, 2021, in observance and honor of 
the 171st birthday of Gordon County.

The Gordon Gazette proudly introduces

-The Life Choice Hospice 
Bereavement Support Group will 
be meeting the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month. The support group is open to 
anyone in the community who would 
like to attend. The office and support 
group are located at 189 Professional 
Court, Suite 300, Calhoun. For 
Information, contact Jennifer at 706-
602-9001.

-The Northwest Georgia 
Parkinson Disease Association, Inc., 
is offering a monthly support group 
for persons living with Parkinson 
Disease, their caregivers, family 
and friends. The support group will 
meet at Gordon Hospital; Conference 
Room A. For any questions about the 
support group and future meetings, 
call James Trussell at 706-235- 3164 
or 706-346-5678.

-Families Anonymous is 
a 12-step program, for those 
concerned about drug abuse and 
behavior problems of a relative or 
friend. Completely anonymous, non 
professional, and non religious. No 
dues, no fees. Not connected with any 
hospital or agency. Located on Red 
Bud Road in plaza below Fitness First, 
next to Calhoun Counseling Center 
(Dr. Bledsoe’s office). Meeting every 
Thursday 7 - 8 p.m. Call 770-548-
7849 for more information.

-Bondage Breakers- Breaking 
the chains of addiction one soul at a 
time. Every Thursday night at 7 p.m. 
at Crane Eater Community Church, 
located at 3168 Red Bud Rd Calhoun, 
GA 30701.

-The Georgia Chapter of 
the Alzheimer’s Association is 
sponsoring a monthly support 
group at Morning Pointe Assisted 

Living, 660 Jolly Road, on the third 
Tuesday of each month at 6 p.m. 
For more information or directions, 
call Mary Braden at 770-548-4683 or 
Karen Parrott at 706-346-5220. For 
more information about dementia and 
Alzheimer’s disease, call 800-272-
3900 or visit www.alz.org/georgia.

-Special Care Plus, a free one-
on-one consultation program, 
offers education and information to 
primary caregivers of persons with 
dementia. Any primary caregiver 
who is caring for a loved one with 
dementia in the home is eligible to 
receive this program. To learn more 
about the Special Care Plus program, 
call 800-272-3900.

-Want to make a difference in 
the community? Tapestry Hospice 
is seeking volunteers to provide 
companionship to our patients, read 
books, make crafts, garden, light 
house cleaning, administrative work, 
etc. If you’re interested contact Megan 
at megan.guthrie@tapestryhospice.
com

-The Alzheimer’s Association’s 
Caring Closet was created to help 
offset the high cost of incontinent 
products and give the families support 
they often desperately need. If you 
would like to visit the nearest Closet, 
call the chapter office to receive a flier 
with locations and hours. Morning 
Pointe in Calhoun has a Caring Closet; 
call Mary Braden at 706-629-0777.

-Community volunteers are 
needed at Countryside Hospice 
Care, where the mission is to promote 
comfort and dignity at the end of 
life. The agency covers 26 Northwest 
Georgia counties between three offices 
in LaFayette, Rome, and Newnan. 

If you would like to participate in 
this rewarding program, call 706-638-
7651 or 1-800-660-7381.

-Discovering Hope, an autism 
support group for Northwest 
Georgia, meets the fourth Tuesday of 
each month at 6:30 p.m. at Friendship 
Baptist Church, Rocky Face. For more 
information, call Connie Post at 706-
673-7765 or www.discoveringhope.
us.

-Caring Connection is a 
telephone support group especially 
for caregivers of loved ones with 
Alzheimer’s who cannot leave their 
homes because of care responsibilities. 
This support group is as close as the 
phone. Call 706-275-0819 or 1-800-
272-3900 and ask to be enrolled in 
Caring Connection.

-Grief Recovery Group for those 
who have lost loved ones and friends, 
receive support and guidance with the 
Four Tasks of Grieving. Cost is Free. 
Second Wednesday of each month at 
1 p.m. at Harris Radiation Therapy 
Center at Gordon Hospital. For more 
information or to RSVP, please call 
706.879.5850.

-The Compassionate Friends of 
Dalton and N.W. Georgia is part of 
a worldwide effort that has helped 
many families cope with the loss of 
a child and to honor our children’s 
memory. The Compassionate Friends 
meets on the third Thursday of each 
month from 7 to 9 p.m. at Evangelical 
Methodist Church (in the “Gathering 
Place” building), 1035 Abutment 
Road, Dalton (on the hill behind the 
old Lowe’s off Walnut Avenue). For 
more information, call Dawn at 706-
277-3312 or 706-264-4458 or e-mail 
dawnsisson@msn.com.

Help for the Hurting

https://dph.georgia.gov/
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