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A 21-year-old man from 
Johns Creek was arrested 
by Gordon County Sheriff’s 
deputies on a slew of charges 
early Thursday morning, 
including Aggravated Child 
Molestation and Enticing a 
Child for Indecent Purposes, 
after an incident involving a 
13-year-old Calhoun juvenile 
female at the Sonoraville 
Recreation Department.

According to the incident 
report, around 4 a.m. on 
Thursday, May 7, a deputy with 
the Gordon County Sheriff’s 
Office Uniform Patrol Division 

was conducting extra patrol 
at the Sonoraville Recreation 
Department, located at 
7494 Fairmount Highway in 
Calhoun, at the request of 
the recreation department 
management.

Upon entering the upper 
parking lot in the very rear of 
the facility near the football 
field, the deputy observed a 
red Honda Civic parked facing 
the football field. The deputy 
initiated a traffic stop with the 
vehicle by engaging his patrol 
vehicle’s emergency lights. 
The deputy then witnessed the 
vehicle shaking violently as 
if the subjects inside were 
moving around quickly and 

abruptly. The red Honda was 
then put in reverse. The deputy 
pulled his vehicle as close as 
possible to the Honda to block 
it from leaving; he exited his 
patrol car and ordered the 
driver to put the car in park 
and then called for backup.

The deputy approached 
the car and found the driver, 
identified as 21-year-old 
Sergio Arturo Robledo, of 
State Bridge Road, Johns 
Creek, Ga., with no pants on, 
covering his genitals with a 
jacket. The deputy asked for 
the identification of Robledo 
and his passenger. Robledo 
provided his ID and the female 
passenger provided her name 

and date of birth. The report 
states the name and birthday of 
the female came back invalid; 
she then provided a different 
date of birth which again 
returned invalid. The deputy 
was suspicious the female was 
not of age and questioned her 
further by taking her to the 
back of the patrol car away 
from Robledo. The female 
passenger then admitted she 
was 13 years of age.

The female juvenile was 
placed into a patrol car. The 
deputy approached the Honda 

@gordongazette
@gordongazette
@gazettegordon

Johns Creek man arrested at Sonoraville Rec after being 
caught partially naked with 13-year-old Calhoun girl

Brandi Owczarz
gordongazettega@gmail.com

The United Way of Gordon 
County’s Dancing with the 
Stars (DWTS) Planning 
Committee is tentatively 
announcing a rescheduled date 
of Saturday, August 8, 2020, for 
Mohawk Presents Calhoun’s 
Dancing with the Stars. The 
committee is still ironing out 
the details for the show. Please 
note that the event will be held 
in accordance with any health 
and safety guidelines in place 
at the time of the show. 

“The health and safety of 
our dancers and the community 
are our top priorities as 
we work to decrease the 
risks associated with the 
coronavirus (COVID-19). We 
are continuing to monitor the 
spread of COVID-19 and will 
follow the CDC Guidelines 
for large gatherings. As of 
now, we do not know what 
the virus will look like in the 
coming months. We appreciate 

your support and patience as 
we work to bring you a fun 
show in a safe environment. 
To minimize the spread of 
the virus, the show will not 
have an opening group dance 
this year. We are exploring a 
number of ideas to bring the 
show to all audiences that will 
limit the public’s exposure to 
gathering in a singular place,” 
said Latour.

The CDC Guidelines on 
hosting large events can be 
found here: https://www.cdc.
gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/
c o m m u n i t y / l a r g e - e v e n t s /
mass-gather ings-ready-for-
covid-19.html

The mission of United 
Way of Gordon County is to 
accurately assess the needs 
of Gordon County and to 
mobilize available resources 
to meet those needs. It serves 
eighteen local agencies in 
Gordon County, as well as 
serving as a referral source for 
the community.

UNITED WAY  
OF GORDON COUNTY

Dancing with the Stars rescheduled for Saturday, Aug. 8

With the General 
Primary Election a month 
away on Tuesday, June 
9, the Gordon Gazette 
has interviewed each of 
the candidates in local 
races that are contested. 
No Democrats qualified 
to run for office this 
election cycle, and only 
of the 12 local offices 
have opposition: County 
Commissioner District 
3, Gordon County 
Coroner, County Board 
of Education Post 4, 
and County Board of 
Education Post 6. Most 
of the offices, unless 
there is a runoff or 
enough write-in votes, 
will be decided on June 
9 during the General 
Primary Election. 

Each candidate in 
the contested races has 
given their perspective 
of the office they are 
running for, and what 
they hope to accomplish 
if elected. Today, the 
Gordon Gazette features 
the candidates for the 
race of Gordon County 
Commissioner District 3.

C o u n t y 
Commissioner, District 
3:

Incumbent Republican 
Norris Sexton will face 
Republicans Robert 
“Rob” Ballard and Bruce 
Potts, Jr.

This will be a third 
term for Sexton if 
re-elected.

“(I am a) lifelong 
resident of Gordon 
County and a graduate of 
Calhoun High School and 
Shorter University with 
a Bachelor of Science 
degree in General Studies 
with a concentration in 
Religion/ Philosophy,” 
said Sexton.

He and his wife, 
Wilma, have three 
adult children, four 
grandchildren and sixteen 
great grandchildren. 
They have been married 
for 54 years.

Sexton says he has 
a passion for building 
community. He has 
worked in the carpet/yarn 
industry for thirty-five 
years and was a member 
of the Georgia National 
Guard. He is now Pastor 
of the Barrett Road 
Church of God and has 
served his congregation 
for over 30 years.

Sexton said that 
through all of his Gordon 
County leadership 
experiences, he has 

witnessed the challenges 
that Gordon County has 
faced in the past and 
the remarkable way our 
community has come 
together and met those 
challenges to provide the 
citizens with a world-
class society. 

“I believe that by 
focusing our energy and 
attention on the needs 
of the whole community, 
we can facilitate 
collaboration among all 
stakeholders to provide 
opportunity and growth 
for every citizen,” said 
Sexton.

Sexton said he is 
campaigning for another 
term in office because 
he wants to continue the 
opportunity to represent 

the community in civic 
affairs.

Robert “Rob” Ballard 
has lived in Gordon 
County for 42 years, 
and said his friends 
encouraged him to run 
for public office.

“I hear a lot of 
people say we need new 
commissioners; a lot 
have been in there for a 
while,” said Ballard. “I 
thought I’d take a shot at 
it and run.”

Ballard is an I.T. 
professional, working 
as a web developer 
for Hotel Restaurant 
Supply. He said that 
I.T. professionals are 
problem solvers, and he 
plans to apply that same 
type of thinking to public 

office.
“If I were elected 

to office and there’s a 
problem, we solve it and 
hopefully we can solve 
it together (as a board),” 
said Ballard. “You 
don’t forget about the 
problem or cover it up, 
you solve the problem. 
I want to apply that 
thinking to running for 
commissioner.”

Ballard said he has 
several agendas if elected 
to the office.

“One thing I want 
to do is improve our 
county road department 
and improve our county 

Brandi Owczarz
gordongazettega@gmail.com

Getting to know the candidates running 
for local offices: Commissioner Post 3
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From northwest Georgia 
to New York City, graduates 
of Georgia Northwestern 
Technical College’s (GNTC) 
Respiratory Care program 
are sharing what it’s like to 
be on the front lines of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

According to Zenia 
Bratton, GNTC assistant 
dean of Health Technologies 
and program director and 
instructor of Respiratory 
Care, in her 14 years at the 
college she has seen around 
200 students graduate from 
the program.

“We have so many 
graduates working in this 
pandemic,” she said. “It is 
so hard to only recognize a 
few.”

For Abraham Tessin, 
a 2013 GNTC graduate, 
his day at Floyd Medical 
Center in Rome starts off 
with gathering reports from 
the previous shift. Over 
his 12 hour shift he might 
find himself working in the 
emergency room, intensive 
care unit, neonatal intensive 
care unit or the infectious 
disease unit. 

“We are needed in all 
areas of the hospital,” Tessin 
said. “As a respiratory 
therapist we manage 
ventilators and work hand-
in-hand with doctors to help 
patients who can’t breathe 
on their own.” 

Randal Barnett, who 
graduated in 2019 from 
GNTC, said at the end of his 
shift at Wellstar Kennestone 
Hospital in Marietta he is 
absolutely exhausted. The 
number of patients he sees 
on a daily basis hasn’t 
changed, however all of the 
patients he does see have 
COVID-19. Barnett said he 
has to be diligent in how 
he removes protective gear 
in between patient rooms to 
prevent cross contamination.

“It wears on you a little 
more than a regular shift,” he 
said. “Something as simple 
as popping in between rooms 
is very tedious and takes 
considerable mental focus.”

As this pandemic runs its 
course, even more stringent 
guidelines will be in place 
for patient safety as well as 
healthcare worker safety in 
the field of Respiratory Care, 
said 2012 GNTC graduate 
Scarlett Simmons.

Simmons, who is a 
respiratory therapist at 
Northside Hospital Cherokee 
in Canton, said the healthcare 
community always tries 
to improve outcomes and 
find better ways to promote 
patient health with the best 
guidelines possible which is 
evolving on a daily basis.

“The respiratory therapy 
community really is one 
big family,” she said. “The 
more seasoned therapists 
bounce their knowledge 
on to some of the newer 
therapists when a helping 
hand is needed in situations 
where more experience or 
troubleshooting may be 
required.” 

Balancing family life 
has proven a challenge for 
many healthcare workers 
throughout the nation, but for 
Emily Slade, 2018 GNTC 
graduate, her family is not 
even in the same state. Slade 
has been in New York City 
for about two weeks working 
as a respiratory therapist for 
NYC Health + Hospitals in 
Queens. Slade is married and 
has a daughter, but left her 
wife and daughter in Georgia 
while she helped in one of 
the hardest hit cities in the 
United States.

Slade says there are nine 
therapists between the 120 
ventilators at her hospital and 
every floor is an intensive 
care unit. This is her first 
travel assignment and 
the staff at NYC Health + 
Hospitals has been extremely 
grateful for her being there. 
According to Slade, around 
35% of the staff is out sick 
due to the outbreak. 

“One of the hardest parts 
is losing young patients, 
people who come in with a 
mild cough and it progresses 
to something more serious,” 
Slade said. “There have 
been several times where we 
have been trying to revive a 
patient and can see a family 
member trying to call their 
cell phone.” 

All four respiratory 
therapists agreed that losing 
patients during this pandemic 
has been extremely tough. 

According to Simmons, it 
has been very difficult to 
lose patients who can’t have 
family in the room.

Although no one was 
prepared for the magnitude 
of the Coronavirus, Slade 
and other GNTC graduates 
expressed how much 
experience they received 
during their Respiratory 
Care clinicals. The students 
who are in this program learn 
the variations of different 
hospital practices which has 
helped them once they enter 
the field of healthcare.  

“The instructors 
prepared me for stepping 
into a hospital ready to work 
and I did not have to play 
catch up,” Barnett said. “As 
a new graduate working in 
this outbreak I am not as 
overwhelmed as I thought 
I’d be; I’m just adjusting to 
additional guidelines.”

Georgia Northwestern 
Technical College offers an 
associate of applied science 
degree in Respiratory Care.  
For more information 
about our Respiratory Care 
program, visit us at gntc.
edu or contact us at (866) 
983-4682, Monday through 
Friday, 7:45 a.m. to 4:15 
p.m.

Georgia Northwestern 
Technical College provides 
quality workforce education 
to the citizens of Northwest 
Georgia. Students have 
the opportunity to earn an 
associate degree, diploma, 
or a certificate in business, 
health, industrial, or public 
service career paths.  For 
more information about 
GNTC, visit us at www.
GNTC.edu. GNTC is 
a unit of the Technical 
College System of Georgia 
and an Equal Opportunity 
Institution.
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AdventHealth Gordon 
is celebrating National 
Nurses Week from 
May 6 to May 12 to 
show appreciation for 
AdventHealth Gordon 
nurses and the invaluable 
contributions they make 
in health care every day. 

To honor the 200th 
anniversary of Florence 
Nightingale’s birth, 
the World Health 
Organization declared 
2020 as the “International 
Year of the Nurse and 
Midwife.” Therefore, 
this year’s National 
Nurses Week theme is 
“Year of the Nurse.”

“Over the last few 
months, our nurses have 
shown great compassion, 
resiliency and dedication 

in providing our 
community with the 
care it has needed,” said 
Karen Steely, interim 
president and chief 
operating officer of 
AdventHealth Gordon. 
“We are so proud of them 
and thank them for their 
service.”

A d v e n t H e a l t h 
thanked nurses across 
the organization with a 
system-wide prayer video 
featuring Amy Jordon, 
chief nursing officer of 
AdventHealth Gordon, 
AdventHealth Murray 
and the AdventHealth 
Southeast region. 

“Our nurses at 
AdventHealth Gordon 
and AdventHeal th 
Murray are truly 
exceptional, and it’s an 
honor to represent them 
across the system,” said 

Jordon. “I began my 
nursing career here, and 
I can’t imagine being 
anywhere else.”

About AdventHealth 
Gordon

Founded in 1935, 
AdventHealth Gordon is 
proud to be a member 
of AdventHealth. With 
a sacred mission of 
Extending the Healing 
Ministry of Christ, 
AdventHealth is a 
connected system of 
care for every stage of 
life and health. More 
than 80,000 skilled 
and compassionate 
caregivers in physician 
practices, hospitals, 
outpatient clinics, skilled 
nursing facilities, home 
health agencies and 
hospice centers provide 
individualized, wholistic 
care. A shared vision, 

common values, focus on 
whole-person health and 
commitment to making 
communities healthier 
unify the system’s 

nearly 50 hospital 
campuses and hundreds 
of care sites in diverse 
markets throughout 
almost a dozen states. 

For more information 
about AdventHealth, 
visit  AdventHealth.
com or Facebook.com/
AdventHealth. 

CONTRIBUTED

SCAM ALERT: Carr Warns of Email Scam 
Targeting Faith-Based Communities

ATLANTA, GA - The 
Office of the Attorney 
General is warning 
consumers of an imposter 
email scam targeting 
members of synagogues 
and churches in which 
scammers pose as religious 
leaders to try to trick 
congregants into sending 
them money.

“Cybercrimes such 
as these are popular with 
scammers because the 
Internet makes it easy for 
them to hide their true 
identity,” said Attorney 
General Chris Carr. 
“Consumers should be very 
suspicious of any emails 
asking them to send money 
– even if they appear to 
come from a trusted 

source.”
There are different 

variations to these imposter 
emails. In one version, 
scammers set up Gmail 
accounts that display 
the actual name of the 
rabbi, priest, pastor or 
imam. The fraudster then 
emails the members of the 
congregation asking for 
emergency donations to 
help someone in need and 
instructs the recipients to 
purchase iTunes gift cards 
and mail them to a different 
address.

If you have lost money 
or been the target of this type 
of scam, you can report it 
your local law enforcement 
agency or the Attorney 
General’s Consumer 
Protection Division at 
consumer.ga.gov or (404) 

651-8600. You should 
also forward the imposter 
emails to the Federal 
Trade Commission’s spam 
database at spam@uce.gov 
and the organization being 
impersonated in the email 
so that they can warn their 
congregants.

In an effort to help 
places of worship, small 
businesses and non-profit 
organizations improve their 
understanding of cyber 
threats and how best to 
protect their data and the 
people they serve, our office 
has created Cybersecurity in 
Georgia: A Guide for Small 
Businesses, Non-Profits 
and Places of Worship.  The 
guide can be downloaded 
from our Consumer 
Protection Division website 
at consumer.ga.gov.

CONTRIBUTED

AdventHealth Gordon celebrates National Nurses Week

GNTC Respiratory Care 
graduates share their stories 

on the COVID-19 frontline
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Georgia DPH Exceeds 100,000 
COVID-19 Tests in 10 Days, Testing 

Now Available to all Georgians

Atlanta – The Georgia 
Department of Public Health 
(DPH) has reached its goal of 
testing 100,000 individuals in 
10 days. More than 108,000 
tests were processed since 
Commissioner Kathleen E. 
Toomey, M.D., M.P.H, set the 
DPH goal last week.

“This is an important 
benchmark for Georgia as we 
work to stop the spread of 
COVID-19 in the state,” said 
Toomey. “Increased testing 
is critical to understanding 
where there are hotspots of 
infection and how best to 
mitigate them.”

Effective immediately, 

testing is available to all 
Georgians who request it, 
whether they have symptoms 
or not. There are more than 65 
specimen point of collection 
sites (SPOC) throughout the 
state, with an additional 30 
mobile SPOCs -  locations 
and hours vary daily.

Northwest Georgia 
residents may call one of 
these numbers from 8 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. Monday through 
Friday and 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saturday to be screened and 
scheduled for testing at a 
convenient location:

706-802-5329
706-802-5885          
706-802-5886        
706-802-5888              

Residents may also 
email district1-1.eoc@dph.
ga.gov anytime and ask 
to be referred. Please give 
name and phone number, and 
a public health worker will 
contact you.

For more information 
about COVID-19 visit 
https://dph.georgia.gov/
novelcoronavirus or 
h t t p s : / / w w w. c d c . g o v /
coronavirus/2019-ncov/
index.html.

For updates on the 
COVID-19 situation as it 
develops, follow @GaDPH, 
@GeorgiaEMA, and @
GovKemp on Twitter, and @
GaDPH, @GEMA.OHS, and 
@GovKemp on Facebook.

CONTRIBUTED
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Emily Slade, 2018 GNTC graduate, NYC Health + Hospitals 
in Queens.
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James Beaver
James Edward Beaver, 

52, of Calhoun, departed 
this life Wednesday 
evening, May 6, 2020 
at Redmond Regional 
Medical Center in Rome.  

James was born in 
East Liverpool, Ohio on 
Feb. 5, 1968. He was a 
son of the late Edward 
and Ruth Ann Martin 
Beaver. In addition to 
his parents he was also 
preceded in death by 
his sister, Jane Baldwin. 
James was an avid biker who loved motorcycles.

He is survived by his children, Zack Beaver 
of Calhoun, Michael Beaver of Pennsylvania, and 
Tabitha Beaver of Calhoun; his grandson, Kenton 
Beaver; sister, Teresa Beaver of Dalton; brother-
in-law, Michael Baldwin of Dalton; several nieces, 
nephews, and cousins also survive.

To fulfill his wishes he will be cremated, the 
family will hold a memorial service at a later date.

Condolences may be expressed to the family by 
visiting our website at www.pondersfuneralhome.
com.

Arrangements by family owned and operated 
Ponders Calhoun Chapel and Ponders Crematory.  
We own and operate our own on-site crematory, 
ensuring your loved one never leaves our care.  675 
Jolly Rd Calhoun GA 30701 706-625-7577 

Alan Cunningham
Alan A. Cunningham, 

83, of Calhoun, died 
Monday, May 4, 2020. 
He was born on May 
1, 1937 in Cleveland, 
Ohio to the late Arel R. 
Cunningham and Ida 
Heaps Cunningham. He 
was preceded in death 
by his brother, Arel R. 
Cunningham Jr.

Survivors include 
his wife, Pamela 
Cunningham; his children 
and their spouses, Keith 
Alan and Pamela S. Cunningham, Sherry L. and 
Frank Serpas, Terri L. Cunningham-Mallett, and 
Katie H. and Corey Bradley; his grandchildren, 
Lauren Mallett, Jenni Mallett, Heather DeFoor, 
Chase Bradley, Brett Bradley, Aubrey Serpas, 
Michael Serpas, Kayla Serpas Lowrey, Jeremy 
Cunningham, and Kyle Cunningham; sister, Carol 
Jackson;several great-grandchildren; his nieces and 
nephews, including his favorite nephew, Randy 
Jackson; other relatives and friends.

Alan was a well-known local insurance broker; 

he was the founder of Cunningham Insurance. He 
was a member of Meadowdale Baptist Church. For 
thirteen years, Alan was Commander of the Calhoun 
Civil Air Patrol. His life reflected his love of young 
people. It was his desire to mentor and influence 
them. He will always be recalled as a loving 
husband, father, grandfather, and friend.

To honor his wishes his body was cremated and 
all services are private.

In lieu of flowers the family suggests that 
donations be made to the Alzheimer/ Dementia 
foundation. 

To leave condolences and sign the online guest 
book please go to, www.maxbrannonandsons.com

The Brannon family and staff are honored to 
serve the family of Alan A. Cunningham.

Rev. Henry Jones
Reverend Henry Allen 

Jones, 69, of Rydal, 
entered into rest on 
Tuesday, May 5, 2020 at 
his home with the love of 
his family and friends as 
he made his journey home 
to his Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ.

Henry was born in 
Cartersville on Dec. 15, 
1950. He was a son of 
the late A.B. and Clara 
Garland Jones. Along 
with his parents, he was 
also preceded in death by his grandson, Conner 
Whitener; his mother-in-law and father-in-law, Leon 
and Sue Lane Tilley Elrod.

Raised in the Pentecostal Church, Henry was also a 
former pastor of Faith Tabernacle Church on Highway 
140 in Rydal. He was a 1969 graduate at Cassville 
High School and attended Reinhardt College for two 
years. Henry married his high school sweetheart, Sally 
Elrod, on Aug. 15, 1969. He loved to play guitar and 
sing gospel and bluegrass music. He and his wife 
Sally traveled many miles to play and sing gospel 
music together. Henry was an avid outdoorsman who 
enjoyed his guns and hummingbirds. He was retired 
from CSX Railroad where he worked as a Railroad 
Conductor for over forty years.

He is survived by his loving wife of over fifty 
years, Sally Elrod Jones of the home; son and 
daughter-in-law, Joe and Susan Jones; daughter and 
son-in-law, Mandy Jones Garland and Wayne Garland 
all of Rydal; grandchildren, Emily Evans, Cody and 
Katie Jones, Bailey and Savannah Jones, Chloe Jones, 
Logan Jones, and Drazen Jones; brother and sister-
in-law, Reuben and Eva Mae Jones; brother-in-law, 
Sam “Bimbo” Elrod; special friends, Beverly Ernst, 
Jeffery Wade, and Scotty Thompson all of Rydal; and 
his dear friends at Word of Life Tabernacle in Arden, 
North Carolina.

A service to celebrate the life of Reverend Henry 

Jones will be held on Saturday, May 9, 2020 at 3 
p.m. at the Pavilion of Oak Hill Baptist Church on 
Highway 140. Reverend Carl Bishop and Reverend 
Hoyt Jones will officiate. He will be laid to rest at 
Pine Log United Methodist Church cemetery. Bailey 
Jones, Cody Jones, Jesse Elrod, Jeffrey Wade, Richard 
Cole, and Garrett Alford will all serve as pallbearers. 
Randy Harris, Drazen Jones, Ronnie Anderson, and 
Sam Elrod will serve as honorary escorts.

Friends may visit with Henry’s family on Saturday, 
May 9, 2020 from 12 Noon until the service hour of 3 
p.m. at the Oak Hill Baptist Church.

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic crowd restrictions 
will be implemented.

Condolences may be expressed to Henry’s family 
by visiting our website at www.pondersfuneralhome.
com.

Arrangements are by family owned and operated 
Ponders Calhoun Chapel and Ponders Crematory. 675 
Jolly Rd Calhoun GA 30701 706-625-7577

Pearl Scott
Pearl Blankenship 

Scott, age 81 of Calhoun, 
left for her heavenly home 
on Sunday, May 3, 2020 
surrounded by her loving 
family.

Pearl was born on 
March 17, 1939 in 
Oakman. She was the 
daughter of the late Tom 
Blankenship and Jessie 
Junkins Blankenship. In 
addition to her parents, 
Pearl was also preceded 
in death by: two brothers, 
Ben Blankenship and Jimmy Blankenship; and a 
sister, Mildred Blankenship. Pearl was a loving sister, 
mother, grandmother, and great-grandmother.

Pearl is survived by: her children, Michael Scott 
and his wife Dana, Tina Sobolewski and her husband 
Tommy, Mitchell Scott, and Jamie Scott and his wife 
Kristy; two sisters, Ruth Blankenship and Helen 
Stabenow and her husband Wally; brother, Gene 
Blankenship and his wife Sarah; grandchildren, 
Matthew Scott and his wife Lisa, Ashley Scott, 
and Paige Roland and her husband Seth; great-
grandchildren, Lucas Santizo, Zoe Roland, Elena 
Santizo, Alice Roland, and Aria Cordovi; and several 
nieces, nephews, great-nieces, great-nephews, and 
cousins also survive.

A celebration of Pearl’s life will be held at a later 
date due to the Covid-19 Pandemic.

You may leave the family online condolences at 
www.thomasfuneralhomecalhoun.com

Thomas Funeral Home is in charge of the 
arrangements for Pearl Blankenship Scott.

Weekend, May 9, 2020

-The Life Choice 
Hospice Bereavement 
Support Group will be 
meeting the 2nd Tuesday 
of each month. The 
support group is open to 
anyone in the community 
who would like to attend. 
The office and support 
group are located at 
189 Professional Court, 
Suite 300, Calhoun. For 
Information, contact 
Jennifer at 706-602-
9001.

-The Northwest 
Georgia Parkinson 
Disease Association, 
Inc., is offering a 
monthly support group 
for persons living with 
Parkinson Disease, their 
caregivers, family and 
friends. The support 
group will meet at 
Gordon Hospital ; 
Conference Room A. For 
any questions about the 
support group and future 
meetings, call James 
Trussell at 706-235- 3164 
or 706-346-5678.

- F a m i l i e s 
Anonymous is a 12-step 
program, for those 
concerned about drug 
abuse and behavior 
problems of a relative 
or friend. Completely 
anonymous ,  non 
professional, and non 
religious. No dues, no 
fees. Not connected with 
any hospital or agency. 
Located on Red Bud 
Road in plaza below 
Fitness First, next to 
Calhoun Counseling 
Center (Dr. Bledsoe’s 

office). Meeting every 
Thursday 7 - 8 p.m. Call 
770-548-7849 for more 
information.

-Bondage Breakers- 
Breaking the chains of 
addiction one soul at a 
time. Every Thursday 
night at 7 p.m. at Crane 
Eater  Community 
Church, located at 3168 
Red Bud Rd Calhoun, 
GA 30701.

-The Georgia 
Chapter of the 
Alzheimer’s Association 
is sponsoring a monthly 
support group at 
Morning Pointe Assisted 
Living, 660 Jolly Road, 
on the third Tuesday of 
each month at 6 p.m. 
For more information 
or directions, call Mary 
Braden at 770-548-
4683 or Karen Parrott 
at 706-346-5220. For 
more information 
about dementia and 
Alzheimer’s disease, call 
800-272-3900 or visit 
www.alz.org/georgia.

-Special Care Plus, 
a free one-on-one 
consultation program, 
offers education and 
information to primary 
caregivers of persons 
with dementia. Any 
primary caregiver who is 
caring for a loved one 
with dementia in the home 
is eligible to receive this 
program. To learn more 
about the Special Care 
Plus program, call 800-
272-3900.

-Want to make 
a difference in the 

community? Tapestry 
Hospice is seeking 
volunteers to provide 
companionship to our 
patients, read books, 
make crafts, garden, 
light house cleaning, 
administrative work, 
etc. If you’re interested 
contact Megan at 
m e g a n . g u t h r i e @
tapestryhospice.com

-The Alzheimer’s 
Association’s Caring 
Closet was created to 
help offset the high cost 
of incontinent products 
and give the families 
support they often 
desperately need. If you 
would like to visit the 
nearest Closet, call the 
chapter office to receive 
a flier with locations and 
hours. Morning Pointe 
in Calhoun has a Caring 
Closet; call Mary Braden 
at 706-629-0777.

- C o m m u n i t y 
volunteers are needed 
at Countryside Hospice 
Care, where the mission 
is to promote comfort 
and dignity at the end 
of life. The agency 
covers 26 Northwest 
Georgia  count ies 
between three offices in 
LaFayette, Rome, and 
Newnan. If you would 
like to participate in this 
rewarding program, call 
706-638-7651 or 1-800-
660-7381.

-Discovering Hope, 
an autism support group 
for Northwest Georgia, 
meets the fourth Tuesday 
of each month at 6:30 

p.m. at Friendship Baptist 
Church, Rocky Face. 
For more information, 
call Connie Post at 
706-673-7765 or www.
discoveringhope.us.

-Caring Connection 
is a telephone support 
group especially for 
caregivers of loved 
ones with Alzheimer’s 
who cannot leave their 
homes because of care 
responsibilities. This 
support group is as 
close as the phone. Call 
706-275-0819 or 1-800-
272-3900 and ask to 
be enrolled in Caring 

Connection.
-Grief Recovery 

Group for those who 
have lost loved ones and 
friends, receive support 
and guidance with the 
Four Tasks of Grieving. 
Cost is Free. Second 
Wednesday of each 
month at 1 p.m. at Harris 
Radiation Therapy Center 
at Gordon Hospital. 
For more information 
or to RSVP, please call 
706.879.5850.

-The Compassionate 
Friends of Dalton and 
N.W. Georgia is part of 
a worldwide effort that 

has helped many families 
cope with the loss of a 
child and to honor our 
children’s memory. 
The Compassionate 
Friends meets on the 
third Thursday of each 
month from 7 to 9 p.m. 
at Evangelical Methodist 
Church (in the “Gathering 
Place” building), 1035 
Abutment Road, Dalton 
(on the hill behind the 
old Lowe’s off Walnut 
Avenue). For more 
information, call Dawn 
at 706-277-3312 or 
706-264-4458 or e-mail 
dawnsisson@msn.com.

Help for the Hurting



As a kickoff to Teacher Appreciation 
Week that began on May 4, Gordon 
County Schools announced its Teacher 
of the Year finalists for the 2020-
2021 school year.  Candidates were 
surprised with a parade visit from 
school and district leaders, as well 
as colleagues from their respective 
schools.  Superintendent, Dr. Kimberly 
Fraker also presented each candidate 
with a yard banner and a bouquet of 
flowers.           

The first candidate visited was 
Kelly Macks, a 1st grade teacher at 
Tolbert Elementary School.  Mrs. 
Macks has been an educator since 2003 
and started with the school district in 
2016.  She was also named Teacher 
of the Year for her three previous 
schools.  She holds an undergraduate 
degree in Early Childhood Education, 
holds endorsements in ESOL, 
Reading, and gifted education, and 
is currently pursuing a master’s 
degree in elementary reading and 
mathematics.  When asked about her 
decision to become a teacher, Mrs. 
Macks responded, “I have wanted to 
be a teacher for as long as I can 
remember. I believe that it is my divine 
calling. My mother was a teacher 
in Gordon County for thirty-seven 
years, and I can remember spending 
countless nights sitting on the floor, 
helping her prepare for her lessons 
and activities. When other children 
were at home playing video games in 
the afternoon, I was in my mother’s 
classroom, helping her grade papers. 
My mother is a natural teacher and was 
my first mentor.”            

Jackie Palazzolo was the next 
finalist to be surprised.  The drive by 
parade consisted of district leaders 
and school administration, as well as 
the majority of the staff at Sonoraville 
High School, where Mrs. Palazzolo 
has taught Spanish since 2012.  Mrs. 
Palazzolo holds a specialist degree 
in teacher leadership, a master’s 
degree in secondary education, and 
an undergraduate degree in arts and 
science.  She has been named STAR 
Teacher and was District Teacher 
of the Year in her previous school 
system.  She holds certifications in 
advanced placement Spanish language, 
international baccalaureate Spanish, 
and gifted education.  In addition to her 
teaching career, Mrs. Palazzolo also 
serves on the Calhoun City Council 
and is a small business owner.  One 

of her most influential inspirations for 
teaching came later in her educational 
journey, “My junior year in high school, 
my Spanish teacher, Mr. Powell asked 
me to stay after class and he asked me 
to write several things on the board.  
Well, soon after I was diagnosed with 
dyslexia.  For years, I had struggled 
with confidence issues for not being 
in the blue bird reading group (high 
reading level) in elementary school 
and the answer came with a simple 
notice of a teacher that took interest 
in my inability to read and write 
appropriately.  Soon after, I received 
the skills needed to overcome my 
reading and writing struggles and my 
life completely changed.”  

The last stop on the finalist tour 
was at the home of Mrs. Laura Wolfe, 
6th grade science teacher at Ashworth 
Middle School.  Mrs. Wolfe joined 
the faculty at Ashworth in 2012, after 
being in education since 1999.  She 
holds a bachelor’s degree in middle 
grades education, with concentrations 
in science and language arts.  She 
also holds certifications in K-5 and 
4-8 social sciences, as well as gifted 
education.  In addition to her teaching 
responsibilities, Mrs. Wolfe is very 
involved in her church as a worship 
leader, small group facilitator, and 
youth volunteer.   Mrs. Wolfe always 
knew she wanted to be a teacher, “In 
middle school, I changed schools 3 
times due to job changes, and this 
experience is what ultimately formed 
my appreciation and love for middle 
grades educators. I was a happy 
young lady who found herself in new 
environments, and oftentimes, it was 
my teachers who chose to engage with 
me first. In turn, they connected me 
with the peer relationships I desperately 
needed as a young person. It was in 8th 
grade at McCleskey Middle School 
that my love for learning became 
obvious, and I became fully “bought 
in” to the educational process and 
began picturing myself as a classroom 
Science educator. … Upon entering 
college, I immediately declared my 
major as Middle Grades Education 
and started the process of aligning 
my understanding and knowledge of 
education with the foundational love 
and enthusiasm I felt.”

Due to the limitations with 
classroom observations at this time, 
Gordon County Schools will complete 
observations of finalists in the fall 
when classes resume and name a 
District Teacher of the Year soon 
afterward.      
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Gordon County Schools names Teacher of the Year finalists

Community Events
June 2020
-The GEM Theatre, located at 114 North Wall 

Street in Calhoun, is excited to welcome back to their 
stage, 90’s Alt-Rock band Sister Hazel. The show will 
be held on Friday, June 26, beginning at 8 p.m. Tickets 
for the GEM performance range from $40 - $50 and can 
be purchased online by visiting the GEM’s website www.
calhoungemtheatre.org.

August 2020
-Who’s Bad: The Ultimate Michael Jackson 

Experience is coming to the GEM Theatre on Saturday, 
Aug. 1, beginning at 7:30 p.m. The performance is 
presented by Floyd Urgent Care in Calhoun. The GEM is 
located at 114 North Wall Street. Tickets for the event at 
the GEM range from $35 - $40. For tickets, visit www.
calhoungemtheatre.org/

-Carman, the Christian artist who has consistently 
operated outside the box of Christian music, will be 
taking the state of the GEM Theatre for a nice of 
worship on Friday, Aug. 7, beginning at 7:30 p.m. The 
GEM is located at 114 North Wall Street in Calhoun. 
Tickets range from $30 - $35 and can be purchased online 
by visiting the GEM’s website www.calhoungemtheatre.

org.

Notices
-TALLATOONA BEGINS LIHEAP COOLING 

ASSISTANCE. Low Income Energy Assistance 
Program Cooling Assistance available; appointments 
have begun for seniors: Tallatoona Community Action 
Partnership, Inc. has begun the annual Low Income 
Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) Cooling 
Assistance for Gordon County.

On April 1 at 8:30 a.m., Tallatoona began accepting 
appointments for the LIHEAP cooling program for senior 
households age 65 and older, along with homebound 
households. Appointments for the general public will be 
accepted beginning May 1, beginning at 8:30 a.m.

Gordon County residents who qualify will receive 
either $350 or $400 toward their electric bill.

To schedule an appointment, visit the Tallatoona 
website at www.tallatoonacap.org and click ‘BookNow,’ 
or call 770-817-4666, extension 2.

It’s important to note that due to health and safety 
concerns related to COVID 19, appointments for assistance 
will be completed remotely by phone. Tallatoona officers 
are currently closed until further notice.

-Story times at the Calhoun-Gordon County 

Library, 100 N. Park Ave. in Calhoun, are 10:30 a.m. on 
Thursdays

-Fairmount Library is now located inside of City 
Hall on the second floor. Story time is held every second 
Saturday of the month at 11 a.m. and New Horizon Book 
Club is held on the second Thursday of the month. For 
more information call 706-337-5306.

-If your school, church, civic or other organization 
would like a representative from the Georgia State 
Patrol to come and speak with your group on law 
enforcement or public safety matters, call 706-624-1477.

-Story times at the Calhoun-Gordon County 
Library, 100 N. Park Ave. in Calhoun, are 10:30 a.m. on 
Thursdays.

-The Calhoun Adult Learning Center has so much 
to offer. Make the center your window to the world. 
Free study programs are offered during the day and 
evening sessions. Enroll in adult education today. Call 
706-624-1111. The center is located on the campus of 
Georgia Northwestern Technical College.

-The Gordon County Saddle Club meets the fourth 
Thursday of each month. The meetings will be held at 
the Gordon County Agricultural Service Center, 1282 
Hwy 53 Spur SW Suite 200, Calhoun, Ga. 30701. Contact 
770-548-5956 for more information.

Kelly Macks, right, with Principal Sket Angland , left, and Dr. Kimberly Fraker, 
Superintendent.

Dr. Kimberly Fraker, left, Jackie Palazzolo, center, and Jenny Hayes, principal, 
right.

Scott McClanahan, principal, left, Laura Wolfe, center, and Dr. Kimberly Fraker- 
Superintendent, right.

On Tuesday, April 28, The Georgia 
Department of Education announced 
it had awarded $21 million in digital 
learning grants to schools across the 
state. Calhoun City Schools is very 
pleased to announce they were among 
those listed as a recipient! CCS has 
been awarded a $200,250.00 digital 
learning grant to assist in the purchase 
of chromebooks and professional 
development for teachers. Due to 
the COVID-19 school closure and 
students learning from home, we see 
the need more than ever to provide 
digital learning access for students 
and teachers on a much greater scale. 
These funds will continue to allow 
Calhoun City Schools to offer quality 
instruction.                

The Georgia Department of 
Education awarded digital learning 

grants totaling $21,578,236 to 55 
school districts. The grants are intended 
to help districts shore up their digital/
distance learning infrastructure in the 
wake of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Districts’ plans for the funds include 
purchasing digital devices (laptops, 
Chromebooks, or tablets) for students 
and teachers, providing training 
for teachers on distance learning, 
purchasing distance learning software, 
and installing mobile hotspots on buses 
or providing MiFi hotspots to students. 
A summary of each awarded district’s 
plans for the funds can be viewed here.

The grants are federal school 
improvement funds, and all districts with 
schools identified for Comprehensive 
Support & Improvement (CSI) or 
Targeted Support & Improvement 
(TSI) were eligible to apply.

“As we continue to fight COVID-
19, I am grateful for the thousands of 
educators across our state who have 

adapted to continue providing a world-
class education to Georgia students,” 
Governor Brian Kemp said. “These 
grants will provide much-needed 
support as they continue to navigate 
changing educational landscapes, and I 
want Georgia’s educators and students 
to know that they have our complete 
support in these challenging times.”

“The ‘digital divide’ in Georgia 
is not a new issue, but the COVID-
19 pandemic has made it even more 
apparent,” State School Superintendent 
Richard Woods said. “School districts 
have done incredible work during 
the COVID-19 school closures and 
have been hard-working, creative, and 
thoughtful with the resources they 
have. But there is still a need for 
better digital learning infrastructure 
within our state, particularly in rural 
and underserved communities. These 
funds will help districts strengthen 
their digital learning capacity, extend 

summer learning opportunities, and 
ensure no student is left unconnected.”

Districts can use their digital 
learning funds from now through 
September 30, 2021.

Other Efforts to Expand Digital 
Access

The Georgia Foundation for Public 
Education (GFPE) is working with 
corporate and philanthropic partners 
to raise funds and create partnerships 
to get devices into students’ hands. To 
participate in this effort, visit GFPE.
org/invest.

School districts will also receive 
substantial allocations of funds through 
the federal Coronavirus Aid, Relief, 
and Economic Security (CARES) Act. 
GaDOE will specifically recommend 
that districts use a portion of their 
CARES Act funding to ensure they 
have a plan in place for any future 
distance learning needs.

CONTRIBUTED

Calhoun City Schools Awarded Digital Learning Grant
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A new COVID-19 model 
from Georgia Tech projects 
increases of thousands of cases 
and deaths in the state by mid-
August.

The university’s Center 
for Health and Humanitarian 
Systems and Health Analytics 
Group say that depending on 
how much the public follows 
physical distancing measures 
in the coming weeks, Georgia’s 
total number of COVID-19 
deaths could range from 6,100 
to 17,900 by that August time 
frame.

On the peak day, the state 
could see 44,800 to 77,700 
new cases, according to the 
analysis.

Deaths from the virus 
currently total 1,360 in 
Georgia, with more than 
32,000 people confirmed as 
testing positive for the disease.     
Pinar Keskinocak, director 
of the Center for Health and 
Humanitarian Systems, said 
the model emphasizes the 
importance of shelter-in-place 
and the public’s compliance 
with social distancing, 
especially a “voluntary 
quarantine” when a household 
member is sick.

The recent reopening of the 
state’s economy, she said, is 
expected to lead to increases 
in cases and deaths. “The peak 
that we should all be concerned 
is still ahead of us. The rate of 

new infections will soon pick 
up again and increase in the 
coming weeks,” said Nicoleta 
Serban, who leads the Health 
Analytics Group.

The Georgia Tech analysis 
uses an “agent-based’’ 
simulation model that the 
authors say captures the 
progression of the disease in an 
individual and also interactions 
in households, workplaces, 
schools and communities. It 
utilizes state demographic data 
to help arrive at its conclusions.

The model implements 
different social distancing 
scenarios, including school 
closures, shelter-in-place, 
and voluntary quarantine. 
The latter is defined as when 
person shows cold- or flu-
like symptoms, all household 
members stay home until the 
entire household is symptom-
free.

“Our models indicate that 
if we could achieve very high 
levels of [voluntary quarantine] 
compliance, possibly with 
intermittent shelter-in-place, 
that would help significantly 
reduce infection spread,’’ 
Keskinocak said.            

“What happens moving 
forward depends on what we 
do,’’ she added. “How we 
behave makes a big difference 
in numbers. The primary tool we 
have now is social or physical 
distancing, in the absence of a 
vaccine or antiviral treatment.’’

Other models of the COVID-
19 impact on the state also 
project a significant increase 

in deaths.
A widely cited analysis from 

the University of Washington’s 
Institute for Health Metrics 
and Evaluation projects 4,913 
COVID-19 deaths in Georgia 
by Aug. 4.

The IHME model is 
useful for making short-term 
predictions, Keskinocak said. 
The Georgia Tech analysis, 
on the other hand, represents 
what she calls a “transmission 
model.’’

“If you are looking for 
longer-term clues regarding 
how the pandemic will 
play out, pay attention to 
transmission models, even 
though they have their own 
built-in uncertainties,’’ she 
said. “Our model captures the 
transmissions at a very detailed 
level, and enables us to do 
predictions under different 
potential scenarios.’’

Asked about such model 
projections, Gov. Brian 
Kemp said at a Capitol news 
conference Thursday that 
“we’re going to continue to 
follow the data.’’       

Models may not incorporate 
all the social distancing 
requirements that states have 
implemented, he said.

“Our numbers continue to 
look very good,’’ Kemp said, 
citing a drop in the percent of 
positives per number of tests.

“I think it’s important for 
Georgians not to get scared 
or panic because somebody 
has a new model that says 
something,’’ Kemp told 

reporters.  “All models are 
wrong.’’

Kemp emphasized he 
can take further action if the 
pandemic situation worsens in 
the state.

Weighing different 
models

The Georgia Department 
of Public Health said Friday 
that it considers a number of 
models, weighing the strengths 
of each, when trying to estimate 
the COVID impact in coming 
months.

The agency said it has 
worked with the Georgia Tech 
modelers, as well as those from 
the IHME, the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology and the 
University of Pennsylvania. 
Officials have overlaid hospital 
capacity data by region to 
anticipate medical need based 
on these models. These data 
will be shared with hospitals 
and health care regions to 
help them better prepare, said 
Public Health spokeswoman 
Nancy Nydam.       

The Georgia Tech model 
predicts that demand for 
hospital beds would exceed the 
capacity available for COVID-
19 patients in most regions of 
the state.

Georgia hospitals in recent 
weeks have increased bed 
capacity to handle a potential 
surge.

“Increased testing, contact 
tracing, social distancing and 
use of face coverings in public 
are all steps that are critical 

to stopping further spread 
of infection and deaths from 
COVID-19,’’ Nydam said.

Andreas Handel of the 
University of Georgia’s 
College of Public Health said 
the Georgia Tech study “seems 
well executed.’’

“The results and conclusions 
strike me as reasonable,’’ said 
Handel, who studies the spread 
and control of infectious 
diseases. “There is of course 
uncertainty inherent with any 
such prediction models.’’

One factor that doesn’t 
appear to be in the Georgia 
Tech model, Handel said, is the 
impact of warmer temperatures 
on virus transmission.

“However, any weather-
related impact is likely not 
large enough to alter their 
overall conclusions by a large 
amount. Overall, I think the 
results of their study are in the 
right ballpark,’’ said Handel.

“I believe the idea that 
we can go back to normal or 
something close to it at this 
point is simply not supported 
by the facts,’’ Handel said. 
“We need to try everything to 
reduce transmission further.’’

He cited continued use of 
shelter-in-place, quarantine, 
and wearing masks. “And 
we should also try to ramp 
up approaches that rely on 
testing, tracing and isolating 
individuals.’’

Andy Miller is editor and 
CEO of Georgia Health News. 
Visit www.georgiahealthnews.
com.

GEORGIA HEALTH NEWS: Georgia Tech model 
predicts jump in COVID cases, deaths

ANDY MILLER,  
Georgia Health News
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to place Robledo under arrest, but Robledo exited 
his vehicle. Deputies gave orders for Robledo to get 
back into his vehicle, but he ignored their commands, 
saying he had trash to throw away. Robledo was then 
grabbed by a deputy to be placed in handcuffs, but 
Robledo pulled away and attempted to resist arrest. 
Robledo was then placed on the ground by multiple 
deputies to better subdue and detain him.

Robledo told deputies he didn’t do anything with 

the juvenile, which was contrary to statements he 
had made moments earlier when a deputy asked 
him if the two were “fooling around,” and Robeldo 
answered “Yes, we were just bored.” It is noted that 
Robledo also made a spontaneous utterance that he 
had been talking to the female juvenile on a phone 
app.

The juvenile female provided a sample of her 
breath but was unable to obtain a valid reading 
due to her lack of cooperation and failure to follow 
instructions. The juvenile’s parents were contacted 
and custody was handed over to her parents. The 
girl was then taken to AdventHealth Gordon for 

an examination and to conduct a sexual assault 
screening.

A search of Robledo’s vehicle and an empty 
bottle of vodka was found in the glove box.

Robledo was transported to Gordon County Jail 
and charged with Enticing a Child for Indecent 
Purposes; Child Molestation, Aggravated Child 
Molestation; Loitering or Prowling; Public Indecency 
and two counts of Obstruction of Officers. According 
to the GCSO website, there are two pre-bookings of 
Statutory Rape and Sexual Battery Against a Child 
Under 16. Robledo remained in Gordon County Jail 
at press time.
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-The Calhoun Pregnancy Center Inc., located on 
the corner of Peters Street and East Belmont Drive, is 
open every Monday, Tuesday and Friday from noon 
until 4 p.m. The center is also open each Thursday from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday available by appointment 
only. Closed Wednesdays and Sundays. To visit the 
center, call 706-625-5768 to make an appointment.

-BONDAGE BREAKERS - Breaking the chains 
of addiction one soul at a time. Every Thursday night 
at 7 p.m. at Crane Eater Community Church, located at 
3168 Red Bud Rd Calhoun, GA 30701.

-Calhoun AA Group meetings. Monday, Wednesday 
and Saturday from 7 - 8 p.m.; Tuesday and Thursday 
from 12 - 1 p.m. and Sunday 9:30 - 10:30 a.m. Located 
at 318 North River Street, Calhoun, GA, 30701.

-Volunteers make a wonderful difference! 
PruittHealth Hospice is looking for people of vision 
and empathy who wish to make a difference in their 
community one person at a time. If you have a heart for 
others and wish to be of service, please contact us at 
706-602-9546. Remember…you can make a difference 
for the good!

-Want to make a difference in the community? 
Tapestry Hospice is seeking volunteers to provide 
companionship to our patients, read books, make crafts, 
garden, light house cleaning, administrative work, etc. 
If you’re interested contact Megan at megan.guthrie@
tapestryhospice.com

-The Life Choice Hospice Bereavement Support 
Group will be meeting the 2nd Tuesday of each month. 
The support group is open to anyone in the community 
who would like to attend. The office and support 
group are located at 189 Professional Court, Suite 300, 
Calhoun. For Information, contact Jennifer at 706-602-
9001.

-Special Care Plus, a free one-on-one consultation 
program, offers education and information to primary 
caregivers of persons with dementia. Any primary 
caregiver who is caring for a loved one with dementia 
in the home is eligible to receive this program. To learn 
more about the Special Care Plus program, call 800-
272-3900.

-The Alzheimer’s Association’s Caring Closet 
was created to help offset the high cost of incontinent 
products and give the families support they often 
desperately need. If you would like to visit the nearest 
Closet, call the chapter office to receive a flier with 
locations and hours. Morning Pointe in Calhoun has a 
Caring Closet; call Mary Braden at 706-629-0777.

-The Northwest Georgia Parkinson Disease 
Association, Inc., is offering a monthly support 
group for persons living with Parkinson Disease, their 
caregivers, family and friends. The support group will 
meet at Gordon Hospital; Conference Room A. For any 
questions about the support group and future meetings, 
call James Trussell at 706-235- 3164 or 706-346-5678.

-Are you interested in losing pounds and inches? 
Join TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) for support 
and how-to information. Meetings are on Monday 
nights. Weigh-ins begin at 6 p.m., and group support 
and information starts at 7 p.m. at the Gordon County 
Senior Citizens Center, 150 Cambridge Court, Calhoun. 
For more information, call 706-847-3306.

-Community volunteers are needed at 
Countryside Hospice Care, where the mission is to 
promote comfort and dignity at the end of life. The 
agency covers 26 Northwest Georgia counties between 
three offices in LaFayette, Rome, and Newnan. If you 
would like to participate in this rewarding program, call 
706-638-7651 or 1-800-660-7381.

-Discovering Hope, an autism support group 
for Northwest Georgia, meets the fourth Tuesday of 
each month at 6:30 p.m. at Friendship Baptist Church, 
Rocky Face. For more information, call Connie Post at 
706-673-7765 or www.discoveringhope.us.

-Caring Connection is a telephone support 
group especially for caregivers of loved ones with 
Alzheimer’s who cannot leave their homes because of 
care responsibilities. This support group is as close as 
the phone. Call 706-275-0819 or 1-800-272-3900 and 
ask to be enrolled in Caring Connection.

-Grief Recovery Group for those who have lost 
loved ones and friends, receive support and guidance 
with the Four Tasks of Grieving. Cost is Free. 

Second Wednesday of each month at 1 p.m. at Harris 
Radiation Therapy Center at Gordon Hospital. For more 
information or to RSVP, please call 706.879.5850.

-The Compassionate Friends of Dalton and N.W. 
Georgia is part of a worldwide effort that has helped 
many families cope with the loss of a child and to 
honor our children’s memory. The Compassionate 
Friends meets on the third Thursday of each month 
from 7 to 9 p.m. at Evangelical Methodist Church (in 
the “Gathering Place” building), 1035 Abutment Road, 
Dalton (on the hill behind the old Lowe’s off Walnut 
Avenue). For more information, call Dawn at 706-277-
3312 or 706-264-4458 or e-mail dawnsisson@msn.
com.

-SING (Surviving Infidelity Necessary to your 
Growth) has formed here. If you are experiencing 
difficulty in marriage and are looking for ways to 
survive, then you should come and be part of these 
meetings designed to help, encourage, and solve issues 
in a marriage that can lead to a promising future ahead 
for the entire family. For more information, call Iroka 
Moore at 706-629-2880.

-United Hospice is seeking volunteers who can 
help others through companionship, reading, sharing, 
and other small tasks. Give the gift of caring and enjoy 
the privilege of sharing in your local area. Call Dan 
Hogan at 706-602-9546 or 800-867-7976.

-Looking for a 12-step meeting for men and 

women? At “Road to Recovery,” recognizing Jesus 
Christ as our higher power, they take the 12 steps and 
compare how they are taken from scripture and how to 
apply them to our lives to experience true freedom from 
the bondages of addiction. The meetings are free and 
open to the public at World Harvest Church locations in 
Cherokee and Gordon counties. For more information, 
call 706-602-1919. The Calhoun church is located 
at 2335 Red Bud Road. The meetings here are every 
Monday and Thursday at 7 p.m.

-A 12-step-meeting for Overeaters Anonymous 
is held at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, 901 W. 
Emory St, Dalton on Thursdays at 6 p.m. Call Nan at 
706-695-9008 or Stephanie at 706-847-8125 for more 
information.

-Caring for a loved one who is suffering from 
late-stage cancer is certainly one of life’s hardest 
experiences. But you do not have to go through this 
alone. The Harris Radiation Therapy Center at Gordon 
Hospital provides a place for you to meet each month 
with others who understand what you are going through 
during this difficult time. Strength for Caring, a support 
group for caregivers of patients with advanced stages 
of cancer meets on the second Tuesday of each month 
from 2-3 p.m. at the Harris Radiation Therapy Center 
at Gordon Hospital, 1035 Red Bud Road. For more 
information, please call 706-879-5853.

Help for the Community
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roads,” said Ballard. “Some of the roads, I think, 
are rather unsafe. I’m not talking paving roads; 
they do a good job with that. I’m talking safety 
concerns, like painting lines and (roads) needing 
lines. There are a lot of back country roads where at 
night, or in the rain, you can’t tell if you’re on the 
road or not. It’s my understanding that the county 
contracts out line painting on the roads; maybe we 
need to get some of our own, basic equipment and 
get the roads improved on safety. There’s also a lot 
of talk about the need for more affordable housing 
(in the county). I’m not necessarily a tiny home 
advocate, but there is a place for something like 
that, in designated locations. Some places across the 
country are building little communities for military 
veterans. I think Gordon County should embrace 

this sort of technology and welcome it. If we were 
a county that embraced something like this, people 
might want to move here. We don’t want to build 
tiny homes everywhere, but we can work to make 
certain areas available for well-built tiny homes.”

Ballard is a supporter of the Second Amendment 
and gun rights. He is also a supporter of implementing 
solar power in the county.

“I have one of the few homes in Gordon County 
that has solar power on my home,” said Ballard. “In 
about three years, it will cost everyone a minimum of 
$300 per year for electricity before you even turn on 
a light switch with proposed rate hikes upcoming.”

The third candidate for County Commissioner 
District 3 is former Sonoraville High School 
principal Bruce Potts. Potts is a life-long resident of 
Calhoun-Gordon County.

Potts said that he’s running for office as a way to 
serve the community.

“My whole career was service-focused,” said 
Potts of his 22 years in education. “I’ve prayed to 

be in a role of service. I want to be able to help the 
community and the local school systems.”

Potts said that some of his ideas for the county 
come from a standpoint of an education administrator, 
and those ideas run parallel with a lot of the projects 
that would be beneficial for Gordon County.

“Infrastructure is an interest, along with 
business and industry and implementing the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan,” said Potts. “These things are 
vital to grow Gordon County.

Potts also heavily supports public safety.
“My work on safety and security committees for 

schools keeps me involved and interested in Law 
Enforcement, Fire Departments, Public Safety and 
Emergency Management,” said Potts.

Potts spent 13 years at Sonoraville High School, 
with the majority of those years serving as principal. 
Potts currently serves on the Gordon County 
Department of Family and Children Services Board 
of Directors, which was awarded State DFCS Board 
of the Year in 2019. 
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If honoring wellness 
and staying active are 
on your “to do” list for 
2020, getting outdoors 
can make it fun to meet 
fitness goals. Crossing 
mountaintops and 
marshes, boulders and 
battlefields, Georgia’s 
State Parks offer miles 
upon miles of exercise 
trails. Historic sites help 
you explore the Peach 
State while quickly 
increasing your step 
count. Below are 20 hikes 
for 2020 to kickstart your 
active adventures. Stay 
overnight in a yurt, cabin 
or campsite to reward 
yourself with a toasty-
warm fire at the end of 
the day. Start planning on 
GaStateParks.org/Hiking.

 Waterfall Hikes

Amicalola Falls State 
Park (Dawsonville) 
–- Tumbling 729 feet, 
Amicalola Falls is the 
tallest cascading waterfall 
in Georgia, earning it 
the distinction as one of 
Georgia’s Seven Natural 
Wonders. Visitors can 
see the famed falls from 
a few vantage points, 
including the short but 
steep Base of Falls Trail. 
This 1/3-mile paved path 
includes heart-pumping 
staircases and benches 
where you can catch your 
breath. For a much easier 
walk and close-up view, 
take a stroller-friendly 
walkway to the middle 
platform where you can 
almost feel the spray on 
your face.

Cloudland Canyon 
State Park (Trenton) –- 
With views that stretch for 
miles, Cloudland Canyon 
is one of Georgia’s largest 
and most stunning parks. 
Lace up your hiking 
boots and set off on the 
5-mile West Rim Loop to 
explore rugged geology, 
deep canyons and dense 
forest. This connects with 
the popular Waterfalls 
Trail, a strenuous 
trek that includes 600 
stairsteps that are not 
for the faint-of-heart 
or four-legged hikers. 
Those who travel down 
(and up!) are rewarded 
with two cascades that 
change volume according 
to recent rains. For 
an extended stay, go 
“glamping” in the park’s 
yurt village just off the 
West Rim Loop.

Tallulah Gorge 
State Park (Tallulah 
Falls) –- Known as 
one of Georgia’s most 
rugged parks, Tallulah 
Gorge stretches two 
miles long and nearly 
1,000 feet deep, with 
stunning waterfalls and 
cliffs. While hikers can 
choose from 20 miles of 
trails, many prefer the 
Hurricane Falls Loop. 

This strenuous, 2.25-
mile hike follows the 
rim past sweeping 

overlooks, then down 
a long staircase to 
a suspension bridge 
swaying 80 feet above 
the falls. Once you tackle 
the steep staircase out of 
the gorge and back to the 
visitor center, you’ll have 
achieved more than 1,000 
steps. To protect fragile 
feet, dogs are not allowed 
into the canyon.

Big City Escapes
Sweetwater Creek 

State Park (Lithia 
Springs) -– Located just 
minutes from downtown 
Atlanta, this is a sweet 
escape from the city. 
The mile-long Red Trail 
takes you to the park’s 
main highlight: the ruins 
of a five-story textile 
mill burned during the 
Civil War. Today it’s 
seen in films such as 
“The Hunger Games: 
Mockingjay.” For nature 
lovers, the highlight is 
hiking along the 400-foot-
wide creek’s rapids, some 
up to class IV. The park 
is extremely popular on 
weekends with hikers and 
dog walkers exploring up 
to 15 miles of trails, so 
weekday visits make for 
a quieter escape.

Red Top Mountain 
State Park (Acworth) 
–- Head to Red Top 
Mountain for an 
afternoon of hiking, 
swimming and fishing 
on Lake Allatoona. The 
park sports 15 miles of 
trails ranging from easy 
to moderate. For the 
best lake views, take 
the 3.8-mile Iron Hill 
Loop popular with dog 
walkers and bikers. The 
path is wide and mostly 
flat, meandering along 
the shore and offering 
glimpses into the park’s 
iron mining history. Be 
sure to stop by the new 
visitor center first for 
trail maps, energy snacks 
and souvenirs.

Panola Mountain 
State Park (Stockbridge) 
-– Located just 15 
minutes from Atlanta, 
Panola Mountain protects 
a unique ecosystem 
growing on its granite 
monadnock. In late 
winter, diamorpha turn 
bright red in anticipation 
of the tiny white blooms 
to come in spring. For 
the best views from atop 
the mountain, book a 
3.3-mile ranger-led hike. 
For a great workout, run 
or bike on the paved 
PATH Foundation trail 
beginning in the park 
and winding more than 
30 miles past lakes, 
rock outcrops, Arabia 
Mountain and the 
Monastery of the Holy 
Spirit.

Historic Hikes
Kolomoki Mounds 

State Park (Blakely) 

-– Kolomoki protects 
the oldest and largest 
Woodland Indian site in 
the Southeast, including 
eight ancient earthen 
mounds. Activit ies 
include hiking on five 
miles of trails, fishing 
and boating, touring 
the Native American 
museum, and even 
climbing to the top of 
a temple mound. The 
2.5-mile Spruce Pine 
Trail, part of Georgia’s 
Southern Rivers Birding 
Trail, offers views of lakes 
Yahola and Kolomoki 
and wildlife observation 
platforms. Keep an eye 
out for White-tailed 
Deer, Gopher Tortoises, 
Wild Turkeys, Blue 
Herons and Red-headed 
Woodpeckers.

Hofwyl-Broadfie ld 
Plantation Historic Site 
(Darien) –- A 1.5-mile 
walk through a former 
rice plantation tells the 
story of the Lowcountry’s 
way of life in the 1800s. 
After the Civil War 
and end of slavery, the 
estate was eventually 
transformed into a dairy 
farm. Today, you can hike 
across the fields, along 
the marsh and among 
several historic buildings, 
stopping for a guided tour 
of a furnished antebellum 
home. Spanish moss and 
majestic Live Oaks add 
to the beautiful scenery.

Pickett’s  Mil l 
Battlefield Historic Site 
(Dallas) –- Connect with 
nature in this largely 
untouched 800-acre site 
protecting one of the 
best-preserved Civil 
War battlefield in the 
nation. Six miles of trails 
(including roads once 
traveled by soldiers), 
undisturbed earthworks 
and an 1800s cabin 
provide hikers and their 
four-legged companions 
a range of scenery. 
Make sure to explore 
the site’s museum first 
to best understand the 
significance of this 
property. Depending on 
the season, you might 
spot Pink Ladyslipper, 
Three Birds Orchid or 
Georgia Aster blooming 
along the trail.

Wormsloe State 
Historic Site (Savannah) 
— Make sure your phone 
is fully charged before you 
visit one of Savannah’s 
most Instagrammed 
attractions. Enter through 
a distinctive archway 
and travel a mile-long 
avenue lined with Live 
Oaks and Spanish Moss 
to the oldest tabby ruins 
in Georgia. Here you’ll 
learn about Wormsloe, 
the 1700s colonial estate 
of Noble Jones. The 
3-mile Battery Trail will 
take you past the ruins, 
through maritime forest 
and along salt marsh 
where you can look 
for fiddler crabs at low 
tide. Bring binoculars to 

spot Great Blue Herons, 
Cattle Egrets, Red-wing 
Blackbirds and other 
coastal species.

Hidden Gems

Chattahoochee Bend 
State Park (Newnan) – 
This park is located in a 
graceful, quiet curve of 
the Chattahoochee River. 
Combine the Riverside 
and Bend trails to travel 
11 miles, stopping to 
climb a small observation 
tower with river views. 
You’ll also cross grassy 
clearings with chances 
to spot deer and other 
wildlife. For a short 
trek, take the one-mile 
Flatrock Trail, home to 
wildflowers, mosses and 
a rare species of lichen. 
To truly appreciate the 
Chattahoochee River, 
sign up for one of the 
ranger-led trips that 
includes hiking upstream 
and paddling back 
downstream.

James H. “Sloppy” 
Floyd State Park 
(Summerville) –- This 
park’s Marble Mine Trail 
is one of Georgia’s hidden 
and historic gems. Travel 
less than a mile past the 
upper lake and ascend 
Taylor Ridge. You’ll be 
rewarded with views of a 
small waterfall cascading 
into a blue-green pool, as 
well as the entrance to an 
abandoned marble mine. 
At one time, the mine 
yielded a beautiful variety 
of colors, including 
black with white flecks. 
Long-distance hikers 
may continue to the 339-
mile Pinhoti Trail which 
crosses Alabama and 
Georgia.

Laura S. Walker 
State Park (Waycross) 
– Just north of the 
mysterious Okefenokee 
Swamp, Laura S. Walker 
is filled with intriguing 
creatures and plants. The 
2.5-mile Big Creek Nature 
Trail leads to an elevated 
boardwalk where you can 
scout a tributary of the 
Satilla River, looking 
for alligators, frogs 
and turtles. Continuing 
further, lucky hikers 
might spot Georgia’s 
state reptile, the Gopher 
Tortoise.

Magnolia Springs 
State Park (Millen) 
-– Beautiful Magnolia 
Springs State Park is 
known for its crystal-
clear springs flowing 7 
million gallons per day. 
Take an easy walk on the 
half-mile Woodpecker 
Trail to a boardwalk 
over the beautiful blue 
spring. Keep an eye out 
for a variety of fish, 
Wood Storks, Pileated 
Woodpeckers, alligators 
and even “fuzzy” turtles 
with harmless algae 
growing on their shells. 
History buffs will want 
to continue on the Fort 
Lawton Trail to a museum 

featuring items excavated 
from the former Civil 
War prison.  

Watson Mill Bridge 
State Park (Comer) 
-– Watson Mill Bridge 
is home to the longest 
covered bridge in 
Georgia, built in 1885. 
Beautiful, dense forest 
allows hikers, bikers 
and horseback riders to 
enjoy shade along several 
miles of trails. Popular 
choices are the 2.5-mile 
Powerhouse Ruins Loop 
or 1.5-mile Beaver Creek 
Loop. During summer 
months, don some “cut 
offs” and cool off in the 
rocky shoals just below 
the bridge.

 Long Miles

Black Rock Mountain 
State Park (Clayton) -– 
As the highest state park 
in Georgia, Black Rock 
Mountain offers some 
of the most inspiring 
views in the Blue Ridge 
Mountains. Spend a 
day or two on the 7.2-
mile James E. Edmonds 
Backcountry Trail to 
explore laurel-filled 
coves, small waterfalls, 
the summit of Lookoff 
Mountain and stunning 
vistas of Wolffork 
Valley. You’ll certainly 
get a workout, gaining 
1,600 feet in elevation 
throughout the hike. 
Backpackers can reserve 
sites in advance and 
should be prepared to use 
provided “bear boxes” to 
store their food.

Don Carter State 
Park (Gainesville) 
– Sitting on a narrow, 
northern section of 
Lake Lanier, this park 
offers a peaceful escape 
from the normally busy 
waterway. Several hiking 
loops combine to offer 
more than 14 miles of 
adventure. A favorite with 
hikers and equestrians is 
Dog Creek Loop with a 
rocky stream, boulders 
and abundant beech 
trees that turn golden in 
autumn. During spring, 
keep an eye out for Pink 
Lady’s Slipper. For even 
more solitude, check out 
the Pink and Blue loops 
with great lake views.

Fort Mountain State 
Park (Chatsworth) -– 
For an all-day adventure, 
set out on the 8.5-
mile Gahuti Trail that 
highlights the best of 
this beautiful park. The 
trailhead begins near 
popular Cool Springs 
Overlook with sweeping 
mountain vistas. Share 
your best shots on 
Instagram and continue 
a side trail to a historic 
fire tower. An ancient 
rock wall, thought to 
have been built around 
500 A.D., will give you a 
mystery to ponder while 
completing this rugged 
hike.

F.D. Roosevelt State 

Park (Pine Mountain) 
-– At 9,049 acres, F.D. 
Roosevelt is Georgia’s 
largest state park. The 
well-maintained Pine 
Mountain Trail system 
includes 42 miles of 
adventure filled with lofty 
views, waterfalls and 
mixed hardwood forest. 
Hikers can choose from 
six shorter loops along 
the trail, including the 
popular 6.7-mile Wolfden 
Loop. Backpacking sites 
should be reserved well 
in advance, and history 
fans should make a side 
trip to Dowdell’s Knob 
to find a sculpture of 
the park’s presidential 
namesake.

Vogel State Park 
(Blairsville) – One of 
Georgia’s most beloved 
state parks is a mecca for 
hikers, especially when 
autumn leaves blanket 
the landscape. Those with 
plenty of stamina can set 
off on the difficult Coosa 
Backcountry Loop. Over 
14 miles, they will climb 
and descend more than 
a mile in elevation, 
crossing three ridgelines 
with outstanding vistas. 
Part of the trail leaves 
the park’s boundaries and 
enters Chattahoochee 
National Forest, so 
hikers should wear bright 
clothing during hunting 
season.

Catch up on R&R

Take advantage 
of an extended stay to 
explore multiple trails 
and experiences while 
visiting Georgia State 
Parks. While pitching a 
tent at one of the parks 
is a popular overnight 
option, the parks also 
harbor secret camping 
and glamping spots and 
unique accommodations 
known only to those 
willing to travel off 
the beaten path. Yurt 
glamping,  paddle-
in camping, remote 
backpacking and cozy 
cabins offer a range of 
ways to stay in state parks 
all week long. Find your 
favorite accommodation 
at GaStateParks.org/
Reservations or by 
calling 1-800-864-7275.

About Georgia State 
Parks & Historic Sites

From mountains to 
marshes, Georgia has 
beautiful destinations 
for fishing, boating, 
hiking, geocaching, 
birding, golf and more. 
Accommodations include 
campsites, cabins, lodges 
and “glamping” yurts. 
Among the state’s historic 
sites are presidential 
homes, ancient Indian 
mounds, battlefields and 
even a gold museum. 
Georgia’s public libraries 
have ParkPasses and 
Historic Site Passes that 
can be checked out like 
a book.

GaStateParks.org
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Many species of wildlife, 
such as deer, coyotes, bears, 
raccoons, foxes and skunks 
can cause conflicts due to 
their sometimes intrusive 
and destructive habits in 
suburban settings, according 

to the Georgia Department of 
Natural Resources’ Wildlife 
Resources Division. Why? It 
is most commonly because of 
easy access to “food.” 

“Wildlife can, and will, 
take advantage of ‘easy 
food’ opportunities.  So, it is 
our job, as homeowners, to 
ensure that we are keeping 
these non-natural foods 

away from wildlife – for our 
safety, the protection of our 
homes, and for wildlife,” says 
Kaitlin Goode, Urban Wildlife 
Program Manager for the 
Wildlife Resources Division.

Following are some basic 
tips:

•Don’t feed wildlife.  
•Keep items such as grills 

and pet food off-limits. Clean 

and store grills when not in 
use, keep pet food indoors and 
feed pets indoors. 

•Refill bird feeders 
infrequently and in small 
amounts.

•Make trash cans 
inaccessible. Keep lids 
securely fastened or store trash 
cans in a secured location until 
the morning of trash pick-up.

Options for resolving 
human-wildlife conflict , 
including a list of professional 
nuisance trappers, fact 
sheets, wildlife rehabilitator 
information, tips on managing 
land for wildlife, and much 
more can be found at www.
georgiawildlife.com, and 
then click on “Living With 
Wildlife.”

Georgia DNR

How to Prevent Human-Wildlife Conflicts

Georgia DNR

20 Hikes for 2020 - Increase your step count 
with these Instagram-worthy treks
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