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Wear Purple Day to be 
held Thursday, Oct. 24 in 
observance of National 
Domest ic  Vio lence 
Awareness Month.
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Calhoun Rec holding Fall 
Movie Night in the Park on 
Friday, Nov. 1.
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On Saturday, Oct. 
5, the Gordon County 
Christian Ministerial 
A l l i a n c e  a g a i n 
sponsored the Gordon 
County Hunger Walk 
to raise money for the 
four food banks in 
the Calhoun-Gordon 
County community. The 
walk took place at the 

Calhoun Recreation 
Center walking trails on 
McDaniel Station Road.

The food banks that 
benefitted from the walk 
were Voluntary Action 
Center, Blewer Food 
Bank, God’s Pantry at 
Calhoun Seventh-day 
Adventist Church and St. 

10th annual Hunger Walk held Saturday
Brandi Owczarz
gordongazettega@gmail.com

Members of Gordon County’s LEPC said on 
Wednesday morning that last Saturday’s Health & 
Safety Fair at the Home Depot was one of the best yet.

From 9 a.m. – 12 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 5, 
hundreds of children and their families hung out in the 
parking lot of the Home Depot taking in the various 
activities offered during the Health & Safety Fair. This 
year’s theme, Stranger Danger, which was chosen due 
to the rise of human trafficking, was well received by 
parents and children alike, who received a copy of 
‘The Berenstain Bears Learn About Strangers’ book, 
while Sister Bear visited with children in attendance.

There were several vendors and organizations set 
up, giving out information and goodies, including: 
Calhoun Police Department, Calhoun Fire Department, 
Gordon County Sheriff’s Office, Gordon County Fire 
& Rescue, Owen Security Solutions, Department of 
Public Health, AdventHealth Gordon, Gordon EMS, 
Gordon EMA, Gordon County E-911, Georgia Forestry 
Commission, US Forestry Service, The Council on 
Alcohol and Drugs, Georgia State Patrol, Murray 
County Fire Department, LifeForce, United Karate 
Studio, Home Depot Calhoun and more.

Gordon County LEPC thanks the community for 
their attendance and their sponsors for the support of 
the event.

For more photos, see page 9A.

Brandi Owczarz
gordongazettega@gmail.com

Gordon LEPC hosts another  
successful Health & Safety Fair

www.gordongazettega.com
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Local fire departments observe Fire Prevention Week

October 6 – 13 is Fire Prevention Week, and 
this year’s theme is ‘Plan And Practice Your Escape 
Route.’

The whole month of October is dedicated to Fire 
Prevention Awareness, and while the local school 
systems are on fall break this week, Calhoun Fire 
Department and Gordon County Fire & Rescue will 
both be out in full force next week, visiting their 
local schools and talking with students about the 
importance of not only planning an escape route in 

Brandi Owczarz
gordongazettega@gmail.com
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PREP FOOTBALL    1C

Calhoun, Sonoraville get 
ready host important Re-
gion 6-AAA matchups on 
Friday.

BRANDI OWCZARZ/Staff

Sparky was on hand to visit - and dance - with children at the annual Gordon County LEPC 
Health & Safety Fair on Saturday, Oct. 5. For more photos, see page 9A.

See HUNGER WALK,  
page 9A

See FIRE SAFETY,  
page 9A

BRANDI OWCZARZ/STaff

Crews with Gordon County Fire 
& Rescue responded to what was 
originally called in as a vehicle fire 
at a home on 2613 Dews Pond Road 
Sunday evening.

According to the incident report, 
once on scene firefighters discovered 
it was not a vehicle fire but an exterior 
structure fire. A watering can was 
utilized to extinguish a portion of the 

main fire that was on the exterior of 
the building; there is a notation in the 
report that the fire had breached into 
an outbuilding/shed. A tanker was then 
requested to the scene to provide water 
to complete extinguishment of the 
outbuilding fire. Once extinguishment 
was completed, salvage and overhaul 
began.

The fire caused $1,200 of property 
and content damage. The fire is of 
unknown origin and is still under 
investigation at press time.

Brandi Owczarz
gordongazettega@gmail.com

GCF&R responds to fire  
on Dews Pond Sunday

Construction moving along 
at Resaca Taco Bell

Construction on Taco Bell in Resaca, which is located on Highway 41 North 
beside Hardee’s, is progressing at a rapid pace. The restaurant chain is currently 
hiring and has already published job postings on indeed.com. The restaurant is 
expected to open by late this year/early 2020. 

Brandi Owczarz
gordongazettega@gmail.com

BRANDI OWCZARZ/Staff
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Second Front
James Cochran

James B. Cochran, age 54, of Plainville, passed 
away, Friday, Oct. 4 in Kindred Hospital.

James was born Dec. 3, 1964 in Jasper, son of the 
late William H. Cochran and Ora Jones Cochran. He 
was a member of Nelson Baptist Church and was the 
owner of United Recovery. Besides his parents he 
was preceded in death by his three brothers, Jackie, 
Tony and Gary Cochran.

Survivors include his wife Paulette Stanfield 
Cochran of Plainville; one daughter, Amanda 
Navarro and her husband Michael of Resaca; four 
brothers, Randy Cochran, Herman Cochran, Danny 
Cochran, and Kenny Cochran; one sister, Dorothy 
Russell. Four grandchildren along with several 
nieces and nephews also survive.

Services to celebrate the life of James B. Cochran 
were conducted Tuesday, Oct. 8 at 2 p.m. from the 
chapel of Thomas Funeral Home with Chaplain Don 
Jehle officiating.

The family received friends from 12 noon until 2 
p.m. prior to the funeral.

You may send condolences to the family at www.
thomasfuneralhomecalhoun.com

Thomas Funeral Home is in charge of the 
arrangements for James B. Cochran of Plainville.

Thelma Howell
Mrs. Thelma Howell, 

age 91, of Cartersville, 
died Friday evening, Oct. 
4, 2019 in Cartersville.

Mrs. Howell was born 
in Gordon County and 
was a daughter of John 
Frank and Amanda Ida 
Chambers Mauney. She 
retired after over 20 years 
as the secretary of the 
guidance office, which 
she helped establish, at 
Cherokee High School in 
Canton. She loved life and lived it to the fullest 
daily, influencing many people along her path. Mrs. 
Howell was a member of the First Baptist Church of 
Cartersville. In addition to her parents, she was also 
preceded in death by her husband of 70 years, Luke 
Howell, who died in February of 2018; and by two 
sisters, Julia Avery and Mildred Carter. She will be 
missed by all who knew her.

Mrs. Howell is survived by her children, Debbie 
(Nathan) Eberhart, Cartersville, and Tommy (Jane) 
Howell, Chapel Hill, Tenn.; grandchildren, Clay 
Howell, Las Vegas, Nev., Laura (Chris) English, 
Memphis, Tenn.; great granddaughters, Gabby 
Howell and Abigail English; Helen Chatmon and 
Lindy Erwin, whom she considered as her children.

Graveside services will be conducted on Friday, 
Oct. 11, 2019 at 11:30 a.m. at Georgia National 
Cemetery in Canton, with Rev. Danny Barker and 
Bill Preston officiating. Burial will follow in the 
Georgia National Cemetery.

A special recognition and thanks is expressed 
to the Staff of Maple Ridge Health Care Center of 
Cartersville for the kindness and compassionate care 
that was given to Mrs. Thelma during her residency 
there.

In Lieu of Flowers, Memorial Donations may 
be made to First Baptist Church of Cartersville 
Building Fund, 241 Douthit Ferry Rd, Cartersville, 
Ga. 30120.

You may leave the family online condolences at 
www.thomasfuneralhomecalhoun.com

Thomas Funeral Home oversees the arrangements 
for Thelma Howell, age 91 of Cartersville, Georgia.

Shirley Kincaid
Mrs. Shirley Diane 

Kincaid, age 65, of 
Resaca, departed this life 
Sunday, Oct. 6, 2019 at 
AdventHealth Gordon. 
She was born Feb. 21, 
1954 in Dalton, a daughter 
of the late Ethell Wayne 
and Beatrice Pritchett 
Brewer. She was also 
preceded in death by her 
sister, Katherine Barnes.

She is survived 
by her loving husband 
of 31years, Sam Kincaid of the residence; son 
and daughter-in-law, Shane and Brooke Stanley 
of Cohutta; daughters and sons-in-law, Angie and 
Michael Morgan of Cohutta, Heather Kitchens and 
Lane Godfrey of Talking Rock, Jana Kincaid of Ball 
Ground, Samantha Kincaid and Nathan Varnell of 
Chatsworth, Chyenne Kincaid of Resaca; brother, 
Eddie Brewer of Cohutta; sister, Lisa Heath of 
Chatsworth; twelve grandchildren, several nieces 
and nephews.

The family celebrated the life of Mrs. Shirley 
Diane Kincaid with a visitation on Tuesday Oct. 8, 
2019 from 5 p.m. until 9 p.m. at the Ponders Melrose 
Chapel.    

Arrangements by locally owned and operated 
Ponders Melrose Chapel, Dalton, GA. (706)226-
4002 “Funerals, Cremations, Cemeteries, Florists”

Donald Ledford
Donald Franklin Ledford, 85, of Calhoun and 

formerly of the Dalton area died on Monday, Oct. 
7, 2019, following several years of declining health. 

Donald was born in Conasauga, Tenn. on Jan. 
25, 1934. He was the son of the late Silas A. and 
Mary Wilson Ledford. Along with his parents, 
he was preceded in death by his wife, Barbara 
Ledford, in 2009; his brothers, JR Ledford, Marvin 
“Bud” Ledford, and Kinzel Ledford; his sister, Ruth 
Beavers; his sister-in-law, Jeanette Ledford. 

Donald was a veteran of The United States Army. 
He was the owner of Commercial Sheet Metal in 
Dalton for many years. He was an active member of 
the Carpet City Bantam Club.

Donald is survived by his daughters, Sherry 
(Billy) Brindle, Babbi (Greg) Trotter, and Glory 
Young; his grandchildren, Blake (Ann) Brindle, 
Meagan (Bart) Walraven, Olivia (Rhett) Parrott, 
Scout (Morgan) Plott, and Cayla Plott; his great-
grandchildren, Belle, Blair and Ben Brindle, and 
Molly and Emma Walraven; his sister, Virginia 
(Bob) Ellis; his sisters-in-law, Jo Ledford and June 
Ledford; nieces and nephews; his special caregivers, 
Inez Owens and Shirley Richard.

A graveside service will be held from Westhill 
Cemetery on Thursday, Oct. 10, 2019 at 11 a.m. Rev. 
Eddie Brannon, Rev. David Sanford, and a longtime 
friend, Mark Richardson, will officiate.

Friends may sign the online guest register at 
www.maxbrannonandsons.com. 

Arrangements are under the care and direction of 
Max Brannon and Sons Funeral Home of Calhoun.

Robert “Jab” Messer
Robert Patterson “Jab” Messer, 69, of Calhoun 

died Saturday, Oct. 5, 2019. He was born in 
Houston, Texas on Jan. 11, 1950. He was the son 
of the late Robert Cecil Messer and Roxie Estelle 
Goble Messer. 

In addition to his parents, he was preceded in 
death by his sister and brother-in-law, Sandra Gayle 
Quinn and Charles “Monk” Quinn. 

Robert was a veteran of the United States Army 
and worked in law enforcement for many years in 
Calhoun and Dalton, prior to his retirement.

He is survived by his wife, Cheryl Messer; 
children, Shawn Messer, Dawn Messer and Jody 
Thornton, Deidra Messer Daniel and Clifford, and 
Tiffany Messer Faulknor and Justin; grandchildren, 
Jasmine, Payton, Chloe, Maddi, Sofia, Adam, and 
Jacob; a brother, Roderick Messer; and nieces and 
nephews, Tamara Quinn, Melanie Quinn, Scott 
Quinn, and Jeffery Quinn.

The family will receive friends on Thursday, Oct. 
10, 2019 from 6 until 7 p.m. at Max Brannon and 
Sons Funeral Home. A memorial service will follow 
at 7 p.m. from the funeral home chapel with Rev. 
Shane Parrott officiating.

Friends may sign the online guest register at 
www.maxbrannonandsons.com. 

Arrangements are under the care and direction of 
Max Brannon and Sons Funeral Home of Calhoun.

Rev. Maynard Thomas
Reverend Maynard 

L. Thomas, age 76, 
of Calhoun, passed 
away Friday, Oct. 4, at 
AdventHealth Gordon 
surrounded by his loving 
family.

Maynard was born 
on Feb. 27, 1943 in 
Cleveland, Tenn. to the 
late Maynard Marvin 
Thomas and Elsie Buleah 
Hardin. He was the pastor 
of several churches, but 
pastored Calvary Baptist Church in Sugar Valley 
for 20 years and currently served as Senior Pastor. 
Maynard was the owner and operator of Thomas 
Concrete. 

In addition to his parents, he is preceded in death 
by two brothers, Danny Ray Thomas and Eddie Dean 
Thomas, and a sister, Nancy Helton.

He is survived by his wife, Linda Nix Thomas; 
children, Larry Thomas and his wife Judy, Roger 
Thomas, Angie Mattila and her husband Donny, and 
Michelle Thomas; grandchildren, Larry Thomas, Jr., 
Cassie Bell and her husband Drew, Roger Thomas, 
Jr., and his wife Crystal, Haley White, Morgan 
White, Josh Matilla, Hunter White, Mason Matilla 
and Presley Gross; sisters, Carolyn Andrews, Barbra 
Goins, Phyllis Castello, and Vickie Baker; six great-
grandchildren and several nieces and nephews, a 
special friend, Skimpy also survive.

Funeral Service was conducted on Monday, Oct. 
7, at 3 p.m. from the Chapel of Thomas Funeral 
Home with Reverend Donald Mattila, Reverend 
John Dorsey, Reverend Roy Gentry and Reverend 
Marvin Carr officiating. Burial followed at Haven of 
Rest Cemetery. Grandsons served as pallbearers and 
are as follows: Larry Thomas, Jr., Roger Thomas, 
Jr., Morgan White, Josh Mattila, Hunter White 
and Mason Mattila. Great-grandchildren will serve 
as Honorary Pallbearers and are: Finch Peppers, 
Roger Thomas III, Draven Peppers, Zoey Bell, Colt 
Thomas, and Hudson Thomas.

The family received friends Sunday, Oct. 6 from 
3 until 8 p.m.

You may send condolences to the family at www.
thomasfuneralhomecalhoun.com

Thomas Funeral Home is in charge of the 
arrangements for Rev. Maynard L. Thomas.

-The Life Choice Hospice Bereavement Support 
Group will be meeting the 2nd Tuesday of each month. 
The support group is open to anyone in the community 
who would like to attend. The office and support group are 
located at 189 Professional Court, Suite 300, Calhoun. For 
Information, contact Jennifer at 706-602-9001.

-The Northwest Georgia Parkinson Disease 
Association, Inc., is offering a monthly support group 
for persons living with Parkinson Disease, their caregivers, 
family and friends. The support group will meet at Gordon 
Hospital; Conference Room A. For any questions about the 
support group and future meetings, call James Trussell at 
706-235- 3164 or 706-346-5678.

-Families Anonymous is a 12-step program, for those 
concerned about drug abuse and behavior problems of a 
relative or friend. Completely anonymous, non professional, 
and non religious. No dues, no fees. Not connected with 
any hospital or agency. Located on Red Bud Road in plaza 
below Fitness First, next to Calhoun Counseling Center (Dr. 
Bledsoe’s office). Meeting every Thursday 7 - 8 p.m. Call 
770-548-7849 for more information.

-Bondage Breakers- Breaking the chains of addiction 
one soul at a time. Every Thursday night at 7 p.m. at Crane 
Eater Community Church, located at 3168 Red Bud Rd 
Calhoun, GA 30701.

-The Georgia Chapter of the Alzheimer’s Association 
is sponsoring a monthly support group at Morning Pointe 
Assisted Living, 660 Jolly Road, on the third Tuesday of 
each month at 6 p.m. For more information or directions, call 
Mary Braden at 770-548-4683 or Karen Parrott at 706-346-
5220. For more information about dementia and Alzheimer’s 
disease, call 800-272-3900 or visit www.alz.org/georgia.

-Special Care Plus, a free one-on-one consultation 
program, offers education and information to primary 
caregivers of persons with dementia. Any primary 
caregiver who is caring for a loved one with dementia in the 
home is eligible to receive this program. To learn more about 
the Special Care Plus program, call 800-272-3900.

-Want to make a difference in the community? 
Tapestry Hospice is seeking volunteers to provide 
companionship to our patients, read books, make crafts, 
garden, light house cleaning, administrative work, etc. 
If you’re interested contact Megan at megan.guthrie@
tapestryhospice.com

-The Alzheimer’s Association’s Caring Closet was 
created to help offset the high cost of incontinent products 
and give the families support they often desperately need. 
If you would like to visit the nearest Closet, call the chapter 
office to receive a flier with locations and hours. Morning 
Pointe in Calhoun has a Caring Closet; call Mary Braden at 
706-629-0777.

-Are you interested in losing pounds and inches? Join 
TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) for support and how-to 
information. Meetings are on Monday nights. Weigh-ins 
begin at 6 p.m., and group support and information starts 
at 7 p.m. at the Gordon County Senior Citizens Center, 150 
Cambridge Court, Calhoun. For more information, call 706-
847-3306.

-The Georgia Long-Term Care Ombudsman Program 
seeks to improve the quality of life for residents of long-term 
care facilities. For more information, call Linda Ann Daniel 
at 1-866-565-8213 or 706-272-2158.

-Community volunteers are needed at Countryside 
Hospice Care, where the mission is to promote comfort and 
dignity at the end of life. The agency covers 26 Northwest 
Georgia counties between three offices in LaFayette, Rome, 
and Newnan. If you would like to participate in this rewarding 
program, call 706-638-7651 or 1-800-660-7381.

-Discovering Hope, an autism support group for 
Northwest Georgia, meets the fourth Tuesday of each 
month at 6:30 p.m. at Friendship Baptist Church, Rocky 
Face. For more information, call Connie Post at 706-673-
7765 or www.discoveringhope.us.

-Caring Connection is a telephone support group 
especially for caregivers of loved ones with Alzheimer’s who 
cannot leave their homes because of care responsibilities. 
This support group is as close as the phone. Call 706-275-
0819 or 1-800-272-3900 and ask to be enrolled in Caring 
Connection.

-Grief Recovery Group for those who have lost loved 
ones and friends, receive support and guidance with the 
Four Tasks of Grieving. Cost is Free. Second Wednesday of 
each month at 1 p.m. at Harris Radiation Therapy Center at 
Gordon Hospital. For more information or to RSVP, please 
call 706.879.5850.

-The Compassionate Friends of Dalton and N.W. 
Georgia is part of a worldwide effort that has helped many 
families cope with the loss of a child and to honor our 
children’s memory. The Compassionate Friends meets on the 
third Thursday of each month from 7 to 9 p.m. at Evangelical 
Methodist Church (in the “Gathering Place” building), 1035 
Abutment Road, Dalton (on the hill behind the old Lowe’s 
off Walnut Avenue). For more information, call Dawn at 706-
277-3312 or 706-264-4458 or e-mail dawnsisson@msn.com.

Help for the Hurting

Serving Calhoun and Gordon County for 
more than 40 years

706-629-9139

Gordon County, Ga, October 8, 
2019– The Gordon County Convention 
and Visitors Bureau (CVB) hosted a 
Regional Visitors Information Centers 
(RVIC) Meeting in Calhoun on 
Wednesday, October 2, 2019. The event 
was coordinated by CVB Director Sarah 
Ostuw and Ontaria Finch, Manager of 
the Georgia Visitor Information Center 
in Ringgold, one of Georgia’s eleven 
state visitor information centers. It was 
attended by thirteen representatives of 
“Sister Centers” from the Historic High 
County Region of Northwest Georgia. 

Attendees included Christy Collier, 
Tourism Director, City of McDonough; 
Sharon Dupont, Tourism Manager, 
Villa Rica CVB; Kat Fox, Dade County 
Chamber of Commerce; Kaitlyn Gaston, 
Murray County Chamber and Welcome 
Center; Karly Helton, Information 

Specialist, Georgia Visitor Information 
Center – Ringgold; Debbie Law, 
Welcome Center Assistant Manager, 
Georgia’s Rome Office of Tourism; 
Charlene Mathis, Welcome Center 
Manager, Georgia’s Rome Office of 
Tourism; Melinda Morrow, Manager, 
Georgia Visitor Information Center – 
Tallapoosa; Wesleigh Reaves,  Welcome 
Center Manager, Marietta CVB; Joe 
Sewell, Information Specialist, Gilmer 
County Chamber and Welcome Center; 
Dusty Smith, Information Specialist, 
Georgia Visitor Information Center – 
Ringgold; and Cheryl Smith, Visitor 
Services Coordinator, Coweta County 
CVB. 

Kathy Johnson, President and 
CEO of the Gordon County Chamber 
of Commerce, opened the meeting 
as thirteen hospitality professionals 
convened at the GEM Theatre for the 
opening session. “Welcome to the top 
of Georgia! We’re a one-stop shop 
here in Calhoun-Gordon County, since 

our Chamber building also houses the 
Development Authority and Convention 
and Visitors Bureau,” she said. “Sarah 
Ostuw has gone above and beyond the 
call of duty to organize a successful 
event today. We think you will learn a 
great deal about all Calhoun-Gordon 
County has to offer visitors.”  

The four-hour event included 
a series of presentations as well as 
tours of the GEM Theatre and Harris 
Arts Center, a farm-to-table luncheon 
catered by Bowman’s Restaurant, and 
complimentary passes for Copper Creek 
Farm. The first session took place 
at the GEM Theatre, where Dakota 
Grogan followed Johnson with remarks 
about his family’s Copper Creek Farm 
enterprise. Grogan shared the history 
of Copper Creek Farm’s beginning and 
Gordon County CVB’s involvement 
in its early marketing, especially with 
billboards. Sarah Ostuw followed 
Grogan with general comments about 
tourism and the dramatic impact that 
agritourism has on the region. 

Kim Brazell, Manager of the GEM 
Theatre, made a presentation to the 
group about the theatre’s history 
in Gordon County and then talked 
about upcoming shows.  Theatre 
data shows that half of the GEM’s 
revenue is generated from visitors 
outside Gordon County, with many of 
those guests staying in local hotels 
after shows. Following Brazell’s 
presentation, Downtown Development 
Director Suzanne Roberts spoke about 
current projects including Freight & 
Rail Brewery Co. and construction 
on Piedmont.  She also discussed 
past partnership projects with CVB 

including the purchase of gateway 
signs and the BBQ, Boogie & Blues 
Festival. Held at the end of April each 
year, the BBQ Festival draws more 
than ten thousand visitors and eight of 
eleven City Departments are involved 
in its presentation. 

As the GEM Theatre session 
closed, the group moved to the Harris 
Arts Center, where Ostuw offered 
information about the annual Lighting 
of the Rock Garden event at The 
Seventh-day Adventist Church of 
Calhoun.  Jennifer Dudley, Executive 
Director of the Harris Arts Center, 
then made a presentation about the 
umbrella organization that operates 
five programs from the facility: Roland 
Hayes Museum, Community Chorus, 
Visual Arts Guild, Music Guild and 
Calhoun Little Theatre.  Katherine 
Bowman, owner of Bowman’s 
Restaurant in Resaca, made brief 
remarks to the group about the family-
operated business, mentioning that they 
served a farm-to-table menu before it 
trended in the restaurant industry.  

The group of hospitality professionals 
meets several times a year in different 
locations within the Historic High 
Country region, which includes fifty-
five cities. It is often called the Land of 
Sights and Legends.  Learn more about 
the region at www.georgiahighcountry.
org.  For more information about 
events in Gordon County, visit www.
exploregordoncounty.com. The mission 
of the Gordon County Chamber of 
Commerce is to connect members and 
the community to promote economic 
growth. 
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Regional Visitor Information Sister Meeting  
held in downtown Calhoun

Gordon County Convention and Visitors Bureau hosts hospitality group
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Hospitality professionals from throughout the Historic High Country Region attended a meet-
ing in Calhoun and stopped for a group photo in the GEM Theatre lobby before leaving for a 
second presentation at the Harris Arts Center.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Kathy Johnson, President and CEO of the Gordon County Chamber of Commerce, pauses 
at welcome table in the GEM Theatre with Sarah Ostuw, Director of Convention and Visitors 
Bureau (ABOVE), who prepared gift bags containing local goodies and featuring Copper 
Creek florals for each of the guests attending the Regional Visitors Information Centers 
Meeting on October 2 (BELOW).

Wear Purple Day to be held Thursday, Oct. 24, in 
observance of Domestic Violence Awareness Month

Gordon County Domestic Violence Outreach 
Office is hosting the Wear Purple Day on Thursday, 
Oct. 24 in observance of Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month. 

The agency is coming off a successful Walk A 
Mile in Her Shoes event last week, where more than 
100 people showed up to walk a mile to shed light 
on the issue of domestic violence in Gordon County.

“It’s a lot more serious than people realize,” 
said Debbie Lane, legal advocate at Gordon County 
Domestic Violence Outreach Office. “Last year, we 
saw 437 new clients in Gordon County – that’s not 
including the existing clients we have. In walk-ins, 
we see one new person each day. Additionally, we 
have dozens of calls each week from victims either 
trying to find out what services we offer, or are 
getting ready to put a safety plan in place.”

The Gordon County Domestic Violence Outreach 
Office, located at 717 South Wall Street, Suite 
D, in Calhoun across from the Sonic, exists to 
help victims, the majority women, escape abusive 
relationships and offers clients resources, such as 
preparation and processing of temporary protection 
orders, legal advocates to fight on victims’ behalf, 
help with travel in the event a victim needs to stay 
with family out of town or state, help with divorce, 
support meetings and more.

Domestic violence is defined as one or more of 
the following:

Does your partner…
Hit, kick, shove, or injure you?

Use weapons/objects against you or threaten 
you?

Force or coerce you to engage in unwanted 
sexual acts?

Threaten to hurt you or others, have you deported, 
disclose your sexual orientation, or other personal 
information?

Steal or destroy your belongings?
Constantly criticize you, call you names, or put 

you down?

Deny your basic needs such as food, clothing, 
housing, or medical and physical assistance?

Control what you do and who you want to see?
Make you feel afraid?
Anyone who ever feels threatened by a partner 

should call the local 24-hour domestic violence 
hotline at 706-278-5586; TTY: 706-529-9336.

The public is invited to show their support in 
ending domestic violence by wearing purple on 
Thursday, Oct. 24.

Brandi Owczarz
gordongazettega@gmail.com
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Ken Herron: A look at Adam Schiff

Without fear of 
contradiction, the most 
obnoxious Congressman 
in the House of 
Representatives would 
have to be Adam Schiff.  
He represents California’s 
District 28, which is a part 
of the East side of the Los 
Angeles area. It covers 
Hollywood, Burbank, 
Glendale, Pasadena, and 
part of the San Fernando 
Valley.  He has served this 
district since 2001.  He is 
the Chairman of the House 
Intelligence Committee 
since the Democrats took 
control of the House of 
Representatives in January 
of 2019.  

With all of the 
easy money in liberal 
Hollywood, there is no 
chance that Congressman 
Schiff will be defeated 
in the election. When 
Schiff was elected in 
2000, this district had 
been Republican for many 
years. The 2000 election 
set a record for money 

spent in a congressional 
race. Since that time, the 
record has been broken a 
number of times.  After the 
census in 2000, the district 
was gerrymandered to 
make it more Democratic.  
Schiff has a Republican 
challenger each election 
but has open supply 
contributions to keep him 
in office.

Adam was born 
in Framingham, 
Massachusetts to Jewish 
parents. He was born 
in June of 1960 which 
makes him 59 years old 
at present.  His family 
moved to Danville, 
California while he was in 
high school.  He considers 
Burbank to be home at the 
present time.  He received 
a political science degree 
from Stanford University 
and a law degree from 
Harvard Law School. After 
graduating from Harvard 
Adam went to work for 
the U.S.  Attorney’s Office 
in Los Angeles.  His 
most publicized case was 
against former FBI agent 
Richard Miller. Miller was 
charged with passing secret 
documents to the Soviet 
Union for a promised 
$65,000. Adam Schiff’s 
first prosecution ended 
in a hung trial. He was 
able to get a conviction 
on the second trial but it 
was overturned on appeal.  
Miller was convicted in a 
third trial.

In 1996, in his third bid, 
Adam Schiff was elected 
to the California State 

Senate. He served only one 
term in the state Senate. He 
won election to the U.S. 
House of Representatives 
and began to serve in 2001.  
In 2003, he voted with 
President Bush to invade 
Iraq. Later he regretted this 
vote and stated that we 
were wrong on Saddam 
Hussein at that time.

The attack on the 
Libyan Embassy at 
Benghazi happened when 
the Republicans had 
control of the House of 
Representatives. When it 
was decided to organize 
a select committee to 
investigate the Benghazi 
incident, Schiff made the 
comment that it would be 
a colossal waste of time.  
He acknowledged that 
the initial explanations 
were flawed but said that 
there was no intent to 
deceive with regard to the 
statements.

Congressman Schiff 
hates President Trump. He 
is personally convinced 
that Trump stole the 
election in 2016. The Los 
Angeles area is the most 
liberal in the country.  
You can understand that 
any conservative leader 
would not be a favorite 
of Congressman Schiff.  
He never hesitated to 
make statements during 
the time of the Mueller 
investigation that there 
was significant evidence to 
prove that Donald Trump’s 
campaign colluded with 
the Russians.
Adam Schiff is a man who 

thrives on attention.  
He appeared on Meet the 
Press in July 2017, as 
the ranking member of 
the House Intelligence 
Committee and made the 
following statement:“At 
the end of the day we 
need to make sure that 
our president is operating 
not in his personal best 
interest and not because he 
is worried about what the 
Russians might have, but 
because what he is doing 
in America’s best interest. 
The fact that we have 
questions about this is in 
itself harmful.”

Schiff did not consider 
that making a statement like 
this reflected unfavorably 
upon the president and 
demonstrated his bias.  
When President Trump 
responded to Schiff in a 
tweet that showed how 
the President felt, he 
responded to the president 
with the comment that 
the president’s tweet was 
beneath a man who is 
president.

A prankster made 
a telephone call to 
Congressman Schiff 
and told him that he was 
calling from Ukraine. The 
prankster recorded the 
call and he spoke with a 
strong Ukrainian accent.  
He told Congressman 
Schiff that he had dirt on 
Donald Trump that he 
wanted to make available.  
Schiff’s response indicated 
that he believed what he 
was being told. When 
the Congressman asked 

what type of dirt the 
prankster had, he told the 
Congressman that it was 
naked pictures of President 
Trump. Schiff immediately 
asked if Vladimir had 
seen the pictures and the 
prankster assured him that 
he had seen them. Schiff 
told the prankster that he 
was very interested and 
would be back in touch 
with him within a short 
time.

Shortly after Schiff 
was elected to Congress, 
a Ukrainian manufacturer 
opened a factory in Schiff’s 
District in California. The 
Ukrainian owner of the 
factory held a fundraiser for 
Congressman Schiff which 
gave a significant boost to 
Schiff’s fundraising. Some 
of the funds came from 
the nation of Ukraine.  
Congressman Schiff 
since that time has been 
a supporter of the nation 
of Ukraine. His name has 
been listed as a sponsor 
of some of the foreign aid 
bills to support Ukraine.

None of the Democrats 
wish to explore the 
relationship between Joe 
Biden and his son Hunter 
Biden, who were given 
several million dollars 
by a crooked Ukrainian 
Oligarch who was running 
an energy company in 
Ukraine. President Trump 
and the Republicans are 
very interested in getting 
the details of this improper 
relationship.  

Adam Schiff stated on 
TV that he had never met 

nor had anyone in his office 
ever met the person known 
as the whistleblower. The 
news came out that the 
whistleblower who is a 
CIA employee tried to pass 
his information up through 
the CIA. He was unhappy 
with the results and made 
a direct contact with the 
office of Congressman 
Schiff on July 4, weeks 
before his existence was 
made known.. The result 
of this contact provided 
the proper whistleblower 
report form to be provided 
with the requirements that 
the knowledge be first-
hand removed from the 
form. The whistleblower 
was referred to legal 
advisors by Congressman 
Schiff’s staff to rewrite the 
form to please the House of 
Representatives Inspector 
General. Congressman 
Schiff was caught lying 
again. It is possible that 
the entire whistleblower 
episode was engineered by 
Congressman Schiff.  

It seems that every event 
that the Democrats discover 
or create in their attempt to 
impeach President Trump 
boomerangs back at them.

Ken Herron is a long-
time resident of Calhoun-
Gordon County, and a 
long-time conservative 
columnist. The opinions he 
expresses in his columns 
do not necessarily 
represent  the views of the 
Gordon Gazette. Readers 
can contact Ken Herron by 
emailing  kenherron37@
yahoo.com. 

OP-ED
Opinions and Editorials

Ken Herron, Sr.
Local Columnist

kenherron37@yahoo.com

What happened to majority rules?
All over the Land of 

the Free and the Home of 
the Brave, there’s been 
so much defeat in regards 
to the freedoms we as 
Christians should be 
enjoying. I read recently 
where even Churches 
in California, that have 
health insurance as part 
of their staff ’s benefits, 
are being forced to 
help pay for abortions.  
What? Are you serious?

A c c o r d i n g  t o 
Wikipedia, “Christianity 
is the most popular 
religion in the United 
States, with around 

73 percent of polled 
Americans identifying 
themselves as Christian 
in 2012.  About 62 
percent of those polled 
claim to be members 
of a Christian church 
congregation.  The 
United States has 
the largest Christian 
population in the world, 
with nearly 247 million 
Christians”.

So what is happening? 
Why is the Nation with 
the most Christians 
on the planet allowing 
spiritual minorities to 
continue to infringe upon 

the rights of Believers?
Possibly it’s because 

we have allowed fear to 
paralyze our faith! It’s 
not that we as Christians 
are forcing our beliefs 
upon others.  Rather that 
we are allowing others to 
cause us to compromise 
our own beliefs. Why, 
because we are afraid to 
live our lives out loud 
in front of our families, 
neighbors, classmates 
and co-workers.

One day, during his 
battle with cancer, my 
late pastor Dr. Woody 
Lee shared Psalm 56:3 

with me. 
David wrote, “What 

time I am afraid, I will 
trust in Thee.”  Another 
word for trust is faith.  
Faith and fear cannot be 
acted upon at the same 
time by the same person. 
We will either exercise 
the faith that God has 
given us as believers, 
or we will continue to 
allow fear to increase 
in our lives and our 
country.

God has given us 
many promises, all of 
which are true.  One of 
these promises is that no 

weapon formed against 
us will prosper, not 
even our government or 
certain judicial systems.  

Another promise is 
that if we as Christians; 
will humble ourselves 
and pray, seek God’s 
face and turn from our 
own wicked ways, He 
will forgive our sins and 
heal our land. 

Faith only comes 
through the power of the 
Holy Spirit, by reading 
God’s Word.  We can 
trade fear for faith. 

Be Blessed!

Randy Muse
Antioch Baptist Church 

Youth Minister
rmuse1@yahoo.com
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Ongoing
-The Basement will hold 

Nights of Worship weekly 
each Saturday, with fellowship 
at 5:30 p.m. and worship at 6:30 
p.m. The Basement is located 
at 903 D South Wall Street in 
Calhoun, beside Family Dollar 
Store. 

-Oostanaula Baptist 
Outreach Ministry will be 
open on the third Saturday of 
each month, taking donations 
for food and clothing. 

-Oakman Baptist Church 
will open their monthly 
OVERFLOW Community 
Kitchen & Pantry open the 
2nd Saturday of each month, 
from 5 to 6 p.m. They will 
be providing a meal and 
community fellowship, as well 
as food and other essential 
items to help meet needs of 
people in the community. 
All are welcome. Oakman 
Baptist Church is located at 
2706 Highway 411 in Ranger. 
For more information, visit 
the Oakman Baptist Church 
Facebook page or call 706-
264-2555.

-Celebrate Recovery 
– Every Monday night at 
NorthPointe Church in 

Adairsville: Cross Talk 
Café begins at 6 p.m., Large 
Group Worship at 7 p.m. 
and Open Share Groups at 8 
p.m. Celebrate Recovery is 
a Christ-Centered recovery 
program offering healing from 
life’s Hurts, Habits and Hang-
ups. NorthPointe is located at 
30 Orchard Road, for more 
information contact Kitty at 
404-642-3605 or go to www.
northpointechurch.com.

-The Closet of Hope at 
Pleasant Valley Baptist 
Church in Calhoun will be 
open the third Saturday of each 
month from 9 – 11 a.m. There 
will be a free breakfast served 
until 10:30 a.m. The Closet 
of Hope is a community-wide, 
non-profit, faith-based clothing 
ministry. If you would like to 
make a donation: Because of 
limited space right now, we 
can only take in donations of 
summer clothing and shoes in 
new or slightly used condition.  
For more information you can 
call 770-315-0556 or 706-676-
6518. Check us out on Facebook 
by searching Pleasant Valley 
Church Calhoun or email us at  
pvbccalhoun@gmail.com.

-Philadelphia Christian 

School is located off Highway 
41 between Calhoun and 
Adairsville. The school 
offers 4-year-old kindergarten 
through 12th grade, using the 
A-Beka curriculum. To find out 
more about the school, call the 
office at 706-625-3233.

-Faith Deliverance 
Ministry and Outreach will 
be taking donations of clothes, 
shoes, also all house hold items 
to help needy families. Call 
Minister Evelyn Adams at 706-
671-7988. 

-Celebrate Recovery, a 
faith based 12-step program, 
meets every Tuesday at 6 
p.m. at Relevate Church in 
Ranger off 411. Call Nicole 
for information: 706-979-
4713/706-290-8028.

-East Calhoun Church of 
God, at 401 Peters Street, 
gives out groceries and clothing 
through the “Feed the Needy” 
ministry each Saturday from 11 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. The church 
hosts a miracle healing service 
every first Friday at 7 p.m. 
For more information, contact 
“Feed the Needy” ministry 
director Florence Jones at 706-
409-1981. Senior pastor is 
Keith Reid. 

Church Calendar

The Jordan Family Band will be singing at New Town 
Baptist Church, located at 897 New Town Church Road NE in 
Calhoun, on Sunday morning, Oct. 13, beginning at 10:30 a.m. 
The special singing is part of New Town Baptist’s Homecoming 
Celebration. All are invited.

DON’T FORGET: The 
Jordan Family Band will 
be singing at New Town 

Homecoming this Sunday

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

HALLOWEEN
Coming This Fall...  

You’ve never celebrated Halloween 
until you’ve seen our full line of 

costumes and supplies!  

770-548-9296



Georgia 4-H inspires kids to do – 
to become self-directing, productive 
and contributing members of society 
by establishing personal and sincere 
relationships, learning life and 
leadership skills and enhancing 
community awareness. During National 
4-H Week, Oct. 6-12, Georgians will 
celebrate all the exceptional things 
these 4-H’ers accomplish.

Georgia 4-H programming, part 
of University of Georgia Cooperative 
Extension, is based on research from 
the UGA College of Agricultural and 
Environmental Sciences and other 
UGA colleges. Georgia has one of 
the largest state 4-H programs in 
the country, consisting of more than 
177,000 active 4-H members this year. 

Georgia 4-H began in 1904 when 
Newton County school superintendent 
G.C. Adams organized a corn club 
for boys. Today, Georgia 4-H attracts 
students from all areas of interest, not 
just those interested in agriculture. 
The majority of participants currently 
come from small cities, towns and 
rural non-farms. 

4-H is delivered by Cooperative 
Extension—a community of more than 
100 public universities across the nation 
that provides experiences where young 
people learn by doing. For more than 
100 years, 4-H has welcomed young 
people of all beliefs and backgrounds, 
giving kids a voice to express who 
they are and how they make their 
lives and communities better. Through 
life-changing 4-H programs, nearly 
six million kids have taken on critical 
societal issues, such as addressing 
community health inequities, engaging 
in civil discourse and advocating for 
equity and inclusion for all.

The theme of this year’s National 
4-H Week is Inspire Kids to Do, 
which highlights how 4-H encourages 
youth to take part in hands-on 
learning experiences in areas such as 
health, science, agriculture and civic 
engagement. Georgia 4-H will observe 
National 4-H Week by showcasing the 
unique experiences that 4-H offers 
young people and will highlight the 
remarkable 4-H youth who work each 
day to embody the 4-H motto, “making 
the best better.”

Local UGA Extension 4-H agent 
Alexandria Griner and program 
assistants Rebecca Pass and Tim Street 
lead the Gordon County 4-H program.

“The idea of bringing UGA research 
and resources to Georgia students 
through the use of county agents 
throughout the state was a cutting-
edge idea in 1904 and remains vital 
even today,” said Arch Smith, state 
4-H leader. “The most important work 
of 4-H is to help young people become 
better citizens and enable them to grow 
into responsible, active adults.”

Georgia 4-H youth perform 
community service,  conduct 
research, compile portfolios of 
their accomplishments and learn 
public speaking skills through oral 
presentations through 4-H Project 
Achievement. During the 2018-2019 
school year, approximately 30,000 
Georgia 4-H’ers participated in Project 
Achievement on the local level. Some 
Project Achievement Winners received 
Master 4-H status and/or continue on 
to represent Georgia on a national 
level.

For more information, visit 
georgia4h.org or contact your local 
Gordon County Extension office at 
706-629-8685.
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Mice and Rat Control

 For starters, every 
country in the world 
has rats and mice. Most 
rodents prefer to live out 
in nature, but there are 
three species that will 
live with humans. The 
species are the house 
mouse, the Norway rat 
and the roof rat. These 
three species all live in 
Georgia and anyone can 
have problems with rats 
or mice. You can try to 
make your property less 
inviting for these rodents 
to call your home or other 
structures home. I will 
be sharing in formation 
from a UGA publication 

by Dr. Mike Mengak, 
UGA Wildlife Specialist.

 Mice and rats can 
cause problems. They 
can carry disease, can 
spoil food, can cause 
crop damage, eat your 
stored grains and even 
consume birdseed and 
pet food. In addition, 
mice and rats can get 
into your trash. Seeing 
what they leave behind 
in the form of droppings 
and urine is not pleasant 
either. Our information 
will add these rodents 
can carry fleas and ticks 
plus can transmit bacteria 
and diseases.

Mengak states that 
rats and mice are curious 
by nature. They like to 
investigate trash cans, 
dumpsters and sewers 
for example. They will 
eat a wide variety of 
items. These critters 
will normally have poor 
eyesight, but will excel 
in the areas of smell, 
taste and touch. Mice 
and rats are more active 
at night and will hide 
more in daylight hours. 
Mengak adds that if 
you see one there are 

normally more that you 
have not seen visually. It 
should be noted that mice 
and rats will normally 
stay near their home. In 
fact, Norway rats may 
spend their entire lives in 
an area that is only 100 
to 150 feet in diameter.

Mice are pretty easy 
to recognize. They are 
about 3 inches in length 
not including the tail. A 
house mouse will have 
a naked tail while native 
mice will have a slightly 
furry tail. Rats will be 
much larger in size. Some 
rats can be a foot long 
in length not counting 
the tail. The roof rats by 
name are good climbers. 
Roof rats can be brown 
or black in color and 
weigh 5 to 10 ounces. 
The Norway rat can 
weigh more than a pound 
and they normally do 
not climb. The Norway 
rat have ears that do not  
reach past their eyes like 
a roof rat. A Norway rat 
will have course fur that 
is normally brown or 
reddish gray. Both the 
Norway rat and roof rat 
will have whitish or gray 

belly fur.
How to you reduce 

issues with mice or 
rats? For starters, take 
away their food source. 
Keep garbage in tightly 
covered cans. Another tip 
is to feed pets in a food 
dish where you can take 
up uneaten food and then 
clean the dish. Feeding 
too much pet food or 
leaving pet food out 
overnight can actually 
be leaving out a food 
source for rodents. Our 
info adds that a squirrel 
guard can reduce issues 
with mice or rats feeding 
from bird feeders.

 Another tip is to 
destroy their homes. 
This means to remove 
any places where mice 
and rats can hide and 
reproduce. This can 
be removing trash, old 
boards, removing weeds, 
brush piles, rock piles and 
firewood. It is suggested 
to not pile wood against 
the house and even store 
firewood at least a foot 
off the ground. Another 
tip is to close their holes 
and entrance ways. The 
bad thing is that mice 

and rats can gain access 
to your home through 
openings that are as 
small as a dime. Closing 
off entry holes is one of 
the best ways to prevent 
mice and rat entry to the 
structure. Some simple 
things to do are to keep 
patio and garage doors 
closed. You can even 
seal the openings under 
doors. Cover windows 
with screens and check 
screens for holes 
routinely. It can be note 
that one quarter inch 
mesh hardware wire can 
help keep rodents out. 
You even need to make 
sure your floor drains are 
tightly sealed. Cement 
or caulk used properly 
around pipes and wires 
can reduce mice and rat 
entry. You can even seal 
small holes and cracks 
by using steel wool and 
then caulk over them. 
Some people will cover 
clothes dryer vents, but 
you MUST be careful 
to allow for adequate 
airflow and then clean 
them regularly to remove 
lint build-up that can be 
a fire hazard.

I will add that sound 
or flashing lights will 
have almost no effect on 
repelling mice and rats 
per our information. I 
will add that ultrasound 
devices will not work and 
most repellent products 
will not work either. I 
will add that taste and 
odor repellents are not 
registered for mice 
or rats. Mengak adds 
that most homemade 
products normally do 
not work either. When 
rodents do get inside the 
home, it is  suggested to 
use traps and not poison 
baits. Inside the home, 
poisons can be dangerous 
to children and pets. 
Poisoned rodents can die 
also in places that you 
cannot get to and then 
you smell a decomposing 
rodent. The smell can be 
terrible. 

For more information, 
contact UGA Extension- 
Gordon County at 706-
629-8685 or email 
gbowman@uga.edu. 

Greg Bowman
Gordon County 
Extension Agent

gbowman@uga.edu

GORDON GROWN

Don’t miss any Georgia Bulldog action!

CONTRIBUTED

Gordon County 4-H Youth to Celebrate  
National 4-H Week October 6-12

What started as an experiment to 
expose young people to agricultural 
advances has evolved into the 
nation’s largest youth development 
organization. Tractor Supply has been 
more than a witness to that growth as 
we have been a proud supporter since 
2010.

Today’s 4-H touches more than six 
million youth across the country, and 
Tractor Supply continues to sponsor 
its innovative programs. In addition 
to corporate donations, all the 1,700+ 
Tractor Supply stores participate in 
signature “Paper Clover” events to 
raise money and awareness for local 
4-H Clubs.

These twice-a-year events provide 
crucial support, with 90 percent of the 
money remaining in the state where 

it was collected. Last year, the Paper 
Clover events alone raised nearly 
$2,000,000, which is in addition to 
thousands of community and partner 
programs sponsored locally.

100% of funds raised benefit 4-H. 
90% fund State level scholarships to 
4-H camps and leadership experiences 
and 10% supports National 4-H Council 
for administration. Tractor Supply 
Company guarantees a minimum 
donation of $200,000 per Paper Clover 
Campaign (or $400,000 a year). Please 
consider contributing during our Fall 
2019, October 9 through 20, fundraiser.  
You can donate in store at the register; 
online at checkout when making a 
purchase on tractorsupply.com; or by 
phone when you call TSC Customer 
Solutions at 877-718-6750.  Stop, shop 
and support our local Tractor Supply 
Company and Georgia 4-H!

CONTRIBUTED

The Fall 2019 Tractor Supply Company Paper Clover 
Campaign is scheduled for October 9 through 20!

Dr. Wernher von Braun and his 
team of rocket scientists transformed 
Huntsville, Alabama, known in the 
1950s as the “Watercress Capital of 
the World,” into a technology center 
that today is home to the second 

largest research park in the United 
States and to the U.S. Space & Rocket 
Center (USSRC) with its world-class 
educational program, Space Camp®.

Dozens of interactive exhibits 
encourage guest participation, 
prompting one official to note: “Here, 
everyone can be an astronaut for the 

day!” Join the U.S. Space & Rocket 
Center for 4-H Day on October 12, 
2019!! $13 per person includes access 
to: ‘Apollo: when We Went to the 
Moon’ Exhibit; ‘ISS: Science on 
Orbit’ Exhibit; Moon shot Simulator*; 
G-Force Simulator*; HyperShip 
Simulator; Mars Climbing Wall; Daily 

Guided Tours of Saturn V Hall (tour 
times available online)

Spark!Lab interactive makers space. 
*Weather Permitting; **Discounted 
tickets to the INTUITIVE Planetarium 
($9) or National Geographic movie 
theater ($7) may be purchased at the 
ticket desk upon arrival.

CONTRIBUTED

4-H Day at the U.S. Space & Rocket Center  

In-School Programs:
 

Tuesday, October 15
Red Bud Middle

 
Wednesday, October 16
Tolbert Elementary – 5th Grade

 
Friday, October 18

Calhoun Elementary –  
4th and 5th Grade

Fairmount Elementary – 5th Grade

October 3-13  
Georgia National Fair

October 6-12 
National 4-H Week

October 9-20 
Tractor Supply Company  

Paper Clover Drive



Vincent de Paul’s Food Pantry at St. Clements 
Catholic Church. 

Jody Bryson, the music minister at Calhoun First 
United Methodist Church, welcomed the walkers on 
hand for the event and introduced representatives 
from the local food pantries that were on hand 
to discuss the ways the food pantries benefit the 
Calhoun-Gordon County community.

Doug Ledford with Blewer Food Bank on Morrow 
Road said that the food pantry began with humble 
beginnings three decades ago.

“We’ve been around approaching 30 years,” said 
Ledford, noting that they started out in a small office 
near Moore’s Men Shop, then moved to Oothcalooga 
Street before starting the associational office on 
Morrow Road.

The food bank, according to Ledford, is open 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 10 a.m. – 2 
p.m. as clientele warrants. 

“We try to provide a family, whatever size it is, 
enough for meals for five days,” said Ledford of 
those that visit Blewer Food Bank. “We have well-

rounded items; fresh bread, milk and eggs as well as 
canned fruits and vegetables, canned meat and other 
items available to us.”

More than 2,800 people were served at the 
Blewer Food Bank last year.

Stacy Smith, who serves on the Board of the 
Voluntary Action Center, located on South Wall 
Street in downtown Calhoun, said that there’s a need 
to realize the issue of hunger in our community.

“Hunger is in our midst, and it’s more than just a 
rumbling in our stomach,” said Smith. “It’s the cry of 
babies and children who can’t fend for themselves; 
it’s the sadness of children who, the only meals they 
receive are from school and it’s the distraught of 
parents who, through no fault of their own, lose jobs 
and find themselves in positions where they can’t 
provide meals; and there’s the retired citizens who 
have to decide do they purchase medicine or do they 
purchase food?”

Smith said that our area is lucky there are 
organizations in Calhoun-Gordon County that work 
to meet these needs.

“The initiative of the Voluntary Action Center is 
to provide the basic needs of every individual; their 
food, their clothing and their shelter,” said Smith. 

In 2018, the VAC served a total of 26,615 hot 

meals, according to Smith, and provided food to 
2,997 families consisting of 7,907 individuals.

One hundred percent of all donations to the VAC 
stay in Gordon County. The VAC food pantry is open 
Monday – Friday, from 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. The VAC 
food pantry is available to individuals and families 
living in Gordon County who are at or below 140 
percent of Federal Poverty Income Guidelines, once 
every 30 days.  To request assistance please visit 
our offices during food pantry hours and present 
your Picture ID, Proof of Income for all household 
members, and Proof of Gordon County residency via 
a utility bill, lease agreement, or rent receipt.  

God’s Pantry is a ministry of the Calhoun 
Seventh-day Adventist Church, located at 1411 
Rome Rd. SW in Calhoun. God’s Pantry serves 
thousands of families throughout Gordon County. 
The pantry is open Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 
from 9:30 a.m. – 12 p.m..

St. Vincent de Paul’s Food Pantry at St. Clements 
Catholic Church is located at the church at 873 Ga. 
53. The pantry is open twice per month from 9:30 – 
11:30 a.m. 

At press time, more than $2,500 had been raised 
from this year’s walk, with more expected donations 
anticipated.
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HUNGER WALK
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Evil’s greatest tool

I read a story recently 
in a book called “Chop 
Wood, Carry Water” by 
Joshua Medcalf that I 
would like to share with 
you. It goes something 
like this:

Jealousy, pride, envy, 
lust, anger, and deceit. 
And on the day of sale, 
people came in droves 
and everything was sold 
to the highest bidder.

Toward the end of the 

day, a man was going 
through what was left, 
hoping to find a deal. 
There, he stumbled 
upon a very worn tool 
that looked like it was 
on its last leg. Not 
knowing what it was, he 
approached the old witch 
to ask.

When she saw it in 
in his hands, she was 
startled and exclaimed, 
“Give it back! That one 
is too valuable for me to 
sale and is one of my best 
tools. It should not have 
been put out here.” She 
ripped it from his hands.

Perplexed, the man 
asked what was so great 
about this old, worn out 
tool, especially when 
there were others that 
were much newer.

She refused to tell 
him what it was. All 
she would say is that it 
was more valuable than 
any of her other tools 
and that she planned to 

leave it to her niece. She 
then ushered him off the 
property.

Some time later, as 
she lay on her deathbed, 
her niece came to see 
her. The niece, who was 
in the same business, was 
upset that the old witch 
had sold all her tools. 
The old witch calmed her 
niece down and told her 
to look under the bed to 
see what she was leaving 
her. The niece pulled out 
the old worn tool. “This? 
This is my inheritance?” 
she asked.

The old witch smiled 
and said, “It may look old 
and worn, but this tool 
is discouragement. And 
it is more powerful than 
any of the other tools 
combined.”

She went on to say 
that the reason this tool 
was so powerful was 
that it allowed her to 
attack the hearts of men 
without them suspecting 

where it came from. 
And once they become 
discouraged, she could 
thwart the most powerful 
of dreams, level the 
greatest of ideas and ruin 
almost anything without 
detection. And she could 
do all this just by using 
this tool to plant the 
seeds of discouragement 
in the hearts of men.

Armed only with this 
tool only, the niece went 
on to become one the 
most terrible witches of 
her time.

When I read this story, 
it struck me that as a 
real estate entrepreneur, 
discouragement looms 
everywhere. And it’s 
constantly badgering 
you.

It’s that feeling that 
keeps you from knocking 
on the door of the for-
sale-by-owner you pass 
on your way home from 
work every day. It’s that 
voice that says if you 

make them an offer, they 
probably won’t accept 
it. It’s the doubt that 
says, “You can’t find 
good tenants to take 
care of your house, so 
why even bother buying 
a rental property?” It’s 
the thoughts that say, 
“The market is too high, 
and there’s too much 
competition, so you can’t 
find deals right now.”

If you give into that 
discouragement, you will 
never achieve success.

The author of that 
book said the best way to 
combat discouragement 
is to feed your heart 
with encouragement by 
monitoring six things: 
what you watch, read, 
and listen to. What 
you visualize, who you 
surround yourself with 
and, finally, how you talk 
to yourself.

If you’re constantly 
watching the news and 
listening to talk radio, 

that’s going to affect how 
you see things, and it 
won’t be for the better.

Instead, read, watch 
and listen to things that 
empower you. Hang out 
with people who are 
positive. Visualize the 
good things that are going 
to happen. And please, 
speak kindly to yourself.

These things may 
sound insignificant. But I 
promise you, your success 
is riding on how you 
approach each of them. 
Discouragement may be 
evils greatest tool, but 
you have the power to 
overcome it, as long as 
you feed your heart with 
the right things.

Joe and Ashley 
English buy houses 
and mobile homes in 
Northwest Georgia. For 
more information or to 
ask a question, go to 
www.cashf lowwi th joe .
com or call Joe at 678-
986-6813.

Joe & Ashley English
Owners of Focus 

Property Solutions, LLC
focuspropertysolutionsllc 

@gmail.com

Not Too Soon for End-of-Year Financial Moves

We’ve still got a 
couple of months until 
2019 draws to a close, but 
it’s not too early to make 
some end-of-the-year 
financial moves. In fact, it 
may be a good idea to take 
some of these steps sooner 

rather than later. 
Here are a few 

suggestions: 
•Boost your 401(k) 

contributions. Like many 
people, you might not 
usually contribute the 
maximum amount to your 
401(k), which, in 2019 
is $19,000, or $25,000 if 
you’re 50 or older. Ask 
your employer if you 
can increase your 401(k) 
contributions in 2019, and 
if you receive a bonus 
before the year ends, you 
may be able to use that 
toward your 401(k), too.  

•Add to your IRA. 
You have until April 15, 
2020, to contribute to 
your IRA for the 2019 
tax year, but the more you 
can put in now and over 
the next few months, the 

less you’ll have to come 
up with in a hurry at the 
filing deadline. For 2019, 
you can put up to $6,000 
in your IRA, or $7,000 if 
you’re 50 or older. 

•Review your 
portfolio. It’s always a 
good idea to review your 
investment portfolio at 
least once a year, and 
now is as good a time as 
any. But don’t make any 
judgments based solely 
on your results over the 
past 10 months. Instead, 
look carefully at how your 
portfolio is constructed. 
Is it still properly 
diversified, or has it 
become overweighted in 
some areas? Does it still 
fit your risk tolerance, 
or do you find yourself 
worrying excessively 

about short-term price 
swings? These are the 
types of factors that might 
lead you to make some 
changes, possibly with 
the help of a financial 
professional.  

•Don’t forget about 
your RMDs. Once you 
turn 70½, you generally 
need to start taking 

withdrawals – the 
technical term is “required 
minimum distributions,” 
or RMDs – from your 
traditional IRA and your 
401(k) or similar plan. 
After the first year in which 
you take these RMDs, you 
must take them by the end 
of each year thereafter. 
If you don’t withdraw at 
least the minimum amount 
(calculated based on your 
age, account balance and 

other factors) you face a 
penalty of 50% of what 
you should have taken 
out – a potential loss of 
thousands of dollars. So, 
take your RMDs before 
Dec. 31. The financial 
services provider that 
administers your IRA 
or 401(k) can help you 
determine the amount you 
must withdraw.

•Think about next 
year’s opportunities. It 
happens to almost all of 
us: A year has passed, 
and we haven’t taken the 
actions we had planned. 
So, start thinking now 
about what you want 
to do in 2020 from a 
financial standpoint. Can 
you afford to ratchet 
up your investments in 
your retirement plans? 

If you have children or 
grandchildren, have you 
started saving for college? 
Have you considered 
ways to protect your 
financial independence if 
you ever need some type 
of long-term care, such 
as an extended nursing 
home stay? If these or 
other items are on your 
financial to-do list, start 
planning now to get them 
done next year.

Time goes quickly – 
so don’t get left behind 
without having taken the 
steps to keep moving 
toward your financial 
goals.  

This article was written 
by Edward Jones for use 
by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor.

Dewayne Bowen
Financial Advisor  
at Edward Jones
dewayne.bowen@
edwardjones.com

AD Photography specializes in all aspects 
of photography. We are members of the 

Professional Photographers of America and 
strive to give our clients the best memories 

and photographic quality.

Family
Newborn

Sports
Senior
Prom

Birthday
Wedding

Engagement
Concert

Event Photography

 706-252-5679
       Find us on Facebook

the event of a residential fire, but practicing as 
well.

“This year’s theme is ‘Not all heroes wear 
capes,’” said Lt. Dottie Payne, Fire Prevention 
Division of Gordon County Fire & Rescue. “Plan 
and practice your escape route! Every family can be 
a hero by making a plan, practicing it and getting 
everyone out safely during a fire emergency.”

This year’s theme works to educate everyone 
about the small but important actions they can 
take to keep themselves and those around them 
safe. According to the National Fire Protection 
Association website, in a typical home fire, you may 
have as little as one to two minutes to escape safely 
from the time the smoke alarm sounds. In addition to 
planning and practicing your escape route, including 
designating a safe place to meet outside the home, 
it is recommended for families to check/test their 
smoke alarms regularly, at least twice a year.

The NFPA says that, in a fire, a few seconds 
can mean the difference between a safe escape 
and a tragedy. While the local fire departments 
will be visiting school students next week, fire 
safety education isn’t just for young children; 
teenagers, adults, and the elderly are also at risk in 
fires, making it important for every member of the 
community to take some time every October during 
Fire Prevention Week to make sure they understand 
how to stay safe in the event of a fire.

For more information, visit nfpa.org.

FIRE SAFETY
From page 1A

Gordon County LEPC Health & Safety Fair 2019
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October is Breast Cancer Awareness 
month, a health observance where 
the importance of breast awareness, 
education and research is highlighted 
by people and organizations worldwide.

Breast cancer is the second most 
common kind of cancer in women. 
About one in eight women in the 
united states will be diagnosed with 
breast cancer at some point in their 
lives.

Risk factors for breast cancer 
include drinking alcohol, being 
overweight, age, inherited genes such 
as BRCA1 and BRCA2 and having 
a family history of breast cancer. 
Though there is no sure way to prevent 
breast cancer, there are things that 
can help lower the risk such as being 
active, maintaining a healthy weight 
and limiting or avoiding alcohol.

Symptoms of breast cancer can 
include change in size or shape of 
the breast, pain in any area of the 
breast, or a new lump in the breast or 
underarm area. If you have experienced 
any of these symptoms, contact your 
physician immediately.

“Localized breast cancer is 98 
percent curable when caught early,” 

said Lanell Jacobs, director of oncology 
services at AdventHealth Gordon. 
“That is why it is so important for 
women to get their mammograms at the 
appropriate age. It is recommended that 
women begin getting mammograms at 
age 40, unless there is a family history 
of breast cancer.”

Early detection can make a big 
difference in the approach and success 
of breast cancer treatment. Regularly 
scheduled mammograms can even save 
lives. The Edna Owens Breast Center 
at AdventHealth Gordon offers the 
latest 3D SmartCurve mammogram 
technology backed by a team of breast 
care experts who are compassionate 
and caring. The center serves the 
community as a one-stop, patient-
focused center for the rapid diagnosis 
and comprehensive treatment of breast 
diseases.

To schedule a mammogram, 
call 706-879-4741 or visit 
AdventHealthGordon.com/mammo.

About AdventHealth Gordon
Founded in 1935, AdventHealth 

Gordon is proud to be a member of 
AdventHealth. With a sacred mission 
of Extending the Healing Ministry of 
Christ, AdventHealth is a connected 
system of care for every stage of life and 

health. More than 80,000 skilled and 
compassionate caregivers in physician 
practices, hospitals, outpatient clinics, 
skilled nursing facilities, home 
health agencies and hospice centers 
provide individualized, wholistic care. 
A shared vision, common values, 
focus on whole-person health and 

commitment to making communities 
healthier unify the system’s nearly 
50 hospital campuses and hundreds 
of care sites in diverse markets 
throughout almost a dozen states. For 
more information about AdventHealth, 
visit AdventHealth.com or Facebook.
com/AdventHealth. 

CONTRIBUTED

AdventHealth Gordon recognizes Breast Cancer Awareness Month

Week of Oct. 13
The Jordan Family Band will be singing at New 

Town Baptist Church, located at 897 New Town 
Church Road NE in Calhoun, on Sunday morning, 
Oct. 13, beginning at 10:30 a.m. The special singing is 
part of New Town Baptist’s Homecoming Celebration. 
All are invited.

-AdventHealth Gordon Foundation Race Around 
the Rec 5K  on Thursday, Oct. 17, 2019, beginning at 
6 p.m., with Fun Run beginning at 5 p.m. Race will 
be held at the Calhoun Recreation Dept. - McDaniel 
Station Road side. Registration is now open for the 
AdventHealth Race Around the Rec 5K. The event will 
be held on Thursday, Oct. 17 at 6 pm at the Calhoun 
City Recreation Department, beginning at the black 
and gold pavilion and playground behind the George 
Chambers Resource Center which is located at 1000 
Highway 53 Spur SW, Calhoun, GA 30701. In addition 
to the 5K race for adults and students ages 13 and 
older, a Children’s Fun Run will take place at 5 pm. All 
proceeds benefit breast cancer services at AdventHealth 
Gordon. You can register for the race by visiting 
RaceRoster.com and searching “AdventHealth Race 
Around the Rec 5K.” If you prefer not to register online, 
you can complete a registration form and mail it to the 
AdventHealth Gordon Foundation. Registration forms 
for both races can be found at AdventHealthGordon.
com. Please mail the form along with your entry fee 
to: Wendy Taylor, P.O. Box 304, Calhoun, GA 30703. 
The cost of the race is: $15 students ages 6 - 18; $20 
before Sept. 28; $25 between Sept. 28 - Oct. 16; $30 on 
race day; $10 Fun Run (ages 12 and under). Race day 
check-in and registration begins at 4 pm at the Calhoun 
City Recreation Department at the black and gold 
pavilion and playground behind the George Chambers 
Resource Center. For more information, please contact 
Wendy Taylor at 706-602-7800 ext. 2318 or via email 
at Wendy.Taylor@AdventHealth.com.

-American Legion Riders of Paul Gwin Post #47 
in Calhoun is hosting the American Legion Riders 
Community Day on Saturday, Oct. 19, at the post, 
located at 401 West Line Street in Calhoun. The 
event will begin at 10 a.m. There will be tons of 
fun for kids, outdoor vendors, military equipment on 
display, Red Cross, Quilts of Valor, Shriners Booth, 
School Dance Class performances, American Flag 
Retirement Ceremony, BBQ, Burgers, Hot Dogs and 
much more. There will also be Poker Run that day, 
with registration from 10 – 11 a.m. and the ride to start 
afterward.

-Town of Resaca Fall Festival on Saturday, Oct. 
19, 2019 from 12 - 8 p.m. Will be held at 330 Walker 
St NW in Resaca. The Town of Resaca invites the 
community to their annual Resaca Fall Festival, which 
will be held at their recreation center, on Saturday, Oct. 
19, from 12 – 8 p.m. Admission is free.

Week of Oct. 20
-Acoustic Café at the Harris Arts Center on 

Thursday, Oct. 24, 2019, from 7 - 10 p.m. at the 
HAC, located at 212 South Wall Street, Calhoun. 
The Harris Arts Center is proud to announce its newest 
concert series, Acoustic Café. Inspired by The Bluebird 
Café in Nashville, Acoustic Café will offer patrons the 
opportunity to hear local talent in a relaxed setting. 
April’s Acousic Café, featuring Joseph Evans, Stephen 
Hare, Jackson Lawrence and Cody Landress-Gibson, 
was so successful that the Music Guild at the Harris 
Arts Center confirmed that it would be a bi-monthly 
occurrence featuring various singer/songwriters. 
Upcoming dates include June 27, August 22 and 
October 24. Each performance will begin at 7 p.m. 
and will have a cash bar available. There will be a $5 
“cover charge” at the door – tickets will not be sold in 
advance. Audience members are encouraged to tip the 
entertainment if they so desire. For more information, 
please contact the Harris Arts Center at 706-629-2599.

-The annual House of Addictions, a haunted 
house-like attraction that illustrates the very real, 
very scary consequences of alcohol and other drugs, 
will be held over two weekends this year: Oct. 25 
& 26 and Nov. 1-2, from 7-10 p.m. each night at the 
Northwest Georgia Regional Fairgrounds. The event 
offers a look into the world of drug culture and how 
it can often lead to a number of serious consequences. 
Check out the House of Addictions website at www.
houseofaddictions.org for more information or to buy 
tickets.

-Phil Vassar in concert at the GEM Theatre on 
Saturday, Oct. 26, 2019, from 7:30 - 10 p.m. The 
GEM Theatre is located at 114 North Wall Street in 
downtown Calhoun. Phil Vassar’s reign of signature 
songs include 10 No. 1 singles and 26 Top 40 hits, 
including Carlene, Just Another Day in Paradise, Six-
Pack Summer, When I Love You, and many more. 
Vassar was racking up hits on the radio long before 
he even began his own recording career that has seen 
the release of six albums, two ASCAP Songwriter of 
the Year trophies, ACM’s Top New Male Vocalist and 
sold-out shows across the country. Vassar’s songwriting 
career blossomed in the mid-’90s when he landed 
a publishing contract with EMI and penned hits for 
Collin Raye (Little Red Rodeo), Alan Jackson (Right 
on the Money), Tim McGraw (For a Little While), 
Jo Dee Messina (Bye Bye, Alright), and Blackhawk 
(Postmarked Birmingham). He continues to churn out 
incisive, soulful lyrics and infectious melodies that 
capture the heart and soul. Tickets $35 - $50.

Week of Oct. 27
-The annual House of Addictions, a haunted 

house-like attraction that illustrates the very real, 
very scary consequences of alcohol and other drugs, 
will be held over two weekends this year: Oct. 25 
& 26 and Nov. 1-2, from 7-10 p.m. each night at the 
Northwest Georgia Regional Fairgrounds. The event 
offers a look into the world of drug culture and how 
it can often lead to a number of serious consequences. 
Check out the House of Addictions website at www.
houseofaddictions.org for more information or to buy 

tickets.
-College Street Church of God is holding 

Pumpkins in the Park on Thursday, Oct. 31, from 
5 – 7:30 p.m. at the Black and Yellow Playground 
at the Calhoun Rec on McDaniel Station Road. 
Everyone is invited to the FREE event, where there 
will be candy, games and fun for everyone. The event 
is sponsored by the Cross Connection Outreach of 
College Street Church of God.

-Gordon County E-911 invites the public to join 
them for their annual Meet & Treat on Thursday, 
Oct. 31, from 6 - 8 p.m. at the Gordon County 
E-911 Center, located at 100 Nine One One Blvd. near 
AdventHealth Gordon Hospital.

-Celebrating our community’s heritage, New 
Echota Heritage Day, a day to learn about the 
history of the New Echota Cherokee Nation’s capital, 
will be held on Saturday, Nov. 2, from 10 a.m. – 4 
p.m. Friends of New Echota will be hosting the annual 
event, always held during Native American Indian 
Heritage Month. The public is invited to experience 
the sights, sounds and smells of the 19th century way 
of life of the Cherokee at New Echota State Historic 
Site, located at 1211 Chatsworth Highway in Calhoun. 
There will be story telling, demonstrations of Cherokee 
Phoenix newspaper printing, pottery making, basket 
weaving, music and many more artisans and presenters. 
Admission is $5.50 - $7, which includes admission to 
the museum and theatre.

Week of Nov. 3
-FIRST THURSDAY BOOK CLUB will meet on 

Thursday, Nov. 7, at Shoney’s on Red Bud Road at 
7:00 p.m.  We will discuss The Blue Thread by Anne 
Tyler. Her 20th novel, wears its domesticity proudly on 
its sleeve (or make that jacket). Once again, her focus 
is on the relationships between various members of 
a Baltimore family — spouses, parents and children, 
siblings and in-laws — as they evolve over the long 
haul. ALL ARE WELCOME!  Arrive a little earlier to 
enjoy dinner! For more information contact Roberta 
Charbonneau at 678-773-5655.

Week of Nov. 10
-Georgette Jones--Country Royalty at the GEM 

Theatre on Saturday, Nov. 16, 2019, from 8 - 10 
p.m. The GEM is located at 114 North Wall Street 
in downtown Calhoun. Georgette has recorded three 
CDs with Heart of Texas Records: “A Slightly Used 
Woman”, “Strong Enough to Cry” and a special tribute 
CD in honor of her Mom, “Till I Can Make it on my 
Own”. She also recorded three CDs with Lennon 
records: “When Tractors Fly”, “This is Christmas” 
and “I Believe”. The only daughter of Country music 
legends George Jones and Tammy Wynette, Georgette 
was most recently honored to record a duet with Sammy 
Kershaw on his new CD in tribute to her dad. They 
chose “Near You,” which is one of Georgette’s favorite 
duets by her parents. Tickets range from $30 - $40 and 
can be purchased online at calhoungemtheatre.org.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

AdventHealth Gordon hosted its 
annual women’s event, She is More, 
on Tuesday, Oct. 1 to celebrate women 
and wellness.

“We love providing an outlet for 
the women in our community to focus 
on themselves,” said Amy Jordon, 
chief nursing officer of AdventHealth 
Gordon. “Their health and well-being 
are very important to us.”

Attendees received giftbags, 
enjoyed dinner, visited health-related 
booths, spoke to medical professionals 
and took part in health screenings. 
They also enjoyed testimony from 
motivational speaker, Aimee Copeland.

About AdventHealth Gordon
Founded in 1935, AdventHealth 

Gordon is proud to be a member of 

AdventHealth. With a sacred mission 
of Extending the Healing Ministry of 
Christ, AdventHealth is a connected 
system of care for every stage of life and 
health. More than 80,000 skilled and 
compassionate caregivers in physician 
practices, hospitals, outpatient clinics, 
skilled nursing facilities, home 
health agencies and hospice centers 
provide individualized, wholistic care. 
A shared vision, common values, 
focus on whole-person health and 
commitment to making communities 
healthier unify the system’s nearly 
50 hospital campuses and hundreds 
of care sites in diverse markets 
throughout almost a dozen states. For 
more information about AdventHealth, 
visit AdventHealth.com or Facebook.
com/AdventHealth.

CONTRIBUTED

AdventHealth Gordon hosts She is More
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The Conasauga River and its 
tributaries are some of the most 
biodiverse waterways in the country, 
and Dalton State is once again teaming 
up with local agencies to remove trash 
from the Conasauga.

Dalton State partners with Keep 
Dalton-Whitfield Beautiful to 
participate in the annual Conasauga 
River Watershed Cleanup. This year 
the cleanup is scheduled for Oct. 19 
from 9 a.m. to noon at various sites 
along the Conasauga. It is the 25th 
year.

Volunteers are encouraged to wear 
study shoes/boots, long pants, long 
sleeved shirts and gloves. Garbage 
bags and other cleanup supplies will 
be provided. Volunteers will also be 
gifted a free T-shirt.

The Conasauga River is a unique part 
of the local ecosystem and considered 
one of the most biodiverse freshwater 
river systems in the country. Because 
the Conasauga is home to species 

listed as endangered, keeping it clean 
is particularly important.    

Since 1995, it is estimated that 127 
tons of garbage has been removed from 
the river by this cleanup, according to 
Dr. John Lugthart, professor of biology 
at Dalton State who is instrumental in 
organizing the cleanup. More than 
6000 people have volunteered, and 
more than 18,000 volunteer hours have 
been rewarded to those who did, he 
said. Dalton State College faculty, staff 
and students make up approximately 
30 percent of the volunteers each year.

The seven locations for this year’s 
cleanup are: Conasauga River at 
Carlton Petty Road, Conasauga River 
at Ga. Highway 2, Conasauga River 
at Lower King’s Bridge and Norton 
Bridge roads, Holly Creek in the 
Chattahoochee National Forest, Mill 
Creek in Dalton, Coahulla Creek at 
Prater’s Mill, and Lakeshore Park. For 
directions to these locations please visit 
www.KeepDaltonWhitfieldBeautiful.
org.

CONTRIBUTED

Dalton State to Participate in Conasauga River Watershed Cleanup
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American Legion Riders of 
Paul Gwin Post #47 in Calhoun is 
hosting the American Legion Riders 
Community Day on Saturday, Oct. 
19, at the post, located at 401 West 
Line Street in Calhoun. The event 
will begin at 10 a.m. There will be 

tons of fun for kids, outdoor vendors, 
military equipment on display, Red 
Cross, Quilts of Valor, Shriners Booth, 
School Dance Class performances, 
American Flag Retirement Ceremony, 
BBQ, Burgers, Hot Dogs and much 
more. There will also be Poker Run 
that day, with registration from 10 – 11 
a.m. and the ride to start afterward.

STAFF REPORTS

American Legion Riders to 
host Community Day Oct. 19

Third-annual CECC Amazing 
Grace 5K/10K set for Nov. 30

Crane Eater Community Church 
invites the community to join them for 
their annual Amazing Grace 5K/10K 
on Saturday, Nov. 30, 2019 beginning 
at 8:30 a.m. The race will begin at the 
church, located 3168 Red Bud Rd NE 
in Calhoun and follows a course that’s 
a true out and back, flat and fast race 
with generally flat course with no 
hills. The race is perfect for setting 
PR’s.

All participants will receive a 
medal and swag bag. Winners in each 
age group will receive trophies and 
recognition at the end of the race. 5K 
cost - Adults $25, Students $15; 10K 
cost - Adults $35, Students $25.

Organizers still have race sponsor 
spots available. Sponsorship levels 
range from $100 - $750. Anyone 
interested in becoming a sponsor 
can contact Cassandra Parker at 
cassandra@craneeater.com for more 
information.

STAFF REPORTS

College Street Church of God 
is holding Pumpkins in the Park on 
Thursday, Oct. 31, from 5 – 7:30 p.m. 
at the Black and Yellow Playground at 

the Calhoun Rec on McDaniel Station 
Road. Everyone is invited to the FREE 
event, where there will be candy, 
games and fun for everyone. The event 
is sponsored by the Cross Connection 
Outreach of College Street Church of 
God.

STAFF REPORTS

College Street CoG holding 
Pumpkins in the Park event 

on Thursday, Oct. 31

FALL

Calhoun Rec holding Fall 
Movie Night in the Park on 

Friday, Nov. 1
The public is invited to come 

out and enjoy a Movie in the Park 
on Friday, Nov. 1 at the Calhoun 
Recration Department Football Field 
on McDaniel Station Road in Calhoun. 

There will be free game booths for 
kids beginning at 6:15 p.m., along 
with concessions being sold before and 
during the movie.. The movie, Night at 
the Museum, will begin at 7:30 p.m.
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The schedule rolls on deeper 
into October, and every region win 
becomes even more important as 
playoff scenarios start to form.

There will be two big Region 
6-AAA matchups in the area this 
Friday, and Gordon Central has the 
week off following their first win 
last Friday at Dade County. Playing 
locally is Sonoraville who hosts 
Haralson County and Calhoun who 
hosts Adairsville with both games 
boasting big postseason stakes.

The Phoenix aim to keep their 
recent momentum going following 
two straight region wins when the 
Rebels visit The Furnace with both 
teams looking to take another step 
forward toward clinching a playoff 
spot

Below is all the info you need 
to know to get you ready for the 
important matchup:

Time: 7:30 p.m.

Records: Sonoraville 3-2 (2-1 
in 6-AAA); Haralson County 5-0 
(3-0 in 6-AAA)

Last Week: Sonoraville 
defeated Ringgold 41-0; Haralson 
County defeated Coahulla Creek 
46-14

All-Time Series: Sonoraville 
leads 2-1

Last Meeting: Haralson County 
won 26-23 in 2018

Sonoraville Key Players: 
Brandon Bristol (DL/OL, Sr.), 
Colton Richards (LB/RB, Sr.), 
Brady Lackey (QB, Jr.)

Haralson County Key 
Players: Clay Hyatt (QB, Soph.), 
Marc Harris (RB/DB, Jr.), Beau 
Chaffin (OL/DL, Sr.)

Sonoraville Coach Quote: 
“Ringgold was a team that has 
been hit hard by injuries, but at the 
same time someone that we cannot 
overlook. I thought schematically 
they did a good job defensively. 
We finally got into a rhythm our 
third drive and played pretty good 
from then on out. Defensively we 
played very well all night. We did 
a good job of not allowing any 
big plays and making them earn 
everything they got. This is a big 
week not only because it is the next 
region game, but it is a chance for 
us to gauge where we are at with 
a playoff team from last year. We 
know offensively the possessions 
are going to be limited so we cannot 
start out slow against these guys 
and get behind. We need to get 
out front and have them play from 
behind. First down will be key on 
both sides. We have to do a better 
job offensively of getting in more 
manageable down and distances. 
Defensively if we can keep them in 

second and third and longs it will 
play into our favor. We know it’s 
Fall Break, but we expect Phoenix 
Nation to be rowdy this Friday. 
Haralson will bring a big crowd to 
support how their team is doing, 
but it can’t be matched with the 
fan support we have at Sonoraville. 
Let’s fill the Furnace.” –Sonoraville 
head coach Denver Pate

Analysis: Sonoraville continued 
its balanced and impressive play 
in all phases last Friday with a 
dominant region victory on the 
road against a banged-up, youthful 
Ringgold team, but this week the 
competition level will ramp up 
with a big test at The Furnace. 
The Phoenix welcome Haralson 
County to town with the Rebels 
boasting an undefeated record 
so far in 2019, including region 
wins over Adairsville, LFO and 
Coahulla Creek. They are a big, 
physical, tough team that will line 
up on offense with a lot of people 
inside the box and try to pound the 
running game right at you and dare 
you to stop it. If you can’t, you’re 
in a world of trouble because they 
will grind the clock down with 
every drive and limit your own 
offensive possessions, giving you 
close to zero room for error. In a 
game like this, the point of attack 
is crucial. Sonoraville’s defensive 
line will be key as they will need 
to hold their ground or even get 
penetration into the backfield to 

throw off the timing and running 
lanes for Haralson County’s 
quarterback and multiple running 
backs. On the opposite side of that, 
if Sonoraville’s offense can have 
some early success and put some 
points on the board in the first 
couple quarters to force the Rebels 
to play from behind, it will put the 
visitors in a huge bind. The way 
Sonoraville’s offense has played 
the last couple weeks should carry 
over into this game with Brady 
Lackey directing a multi-headed 
passing attack, and the running 
game continuing its progress with 

Blade Bryant, Colton Richards 
and others having big carries. This 
matchup turned into a close loss on 
the road last season for Sonoraville 
and really put a damper on their 
playoff hopes. If they can win this 
one, it will give them a leg up in 
the playoff race in 2019. Should be 
a hard-fought game at The Furnace 
on Friday, and the home team 
defends their home turf with some 
clutch plays on both sides of the 
ball. 

GG Prediction: Sonoraville 
wins, 28-24

Alex Farrer, Sports Editor
gordongazettega@gmail.com

GAZETTE SPORTS
Weekly Prep Football Preview

Prep Volleyball

Sonoraville celebrated 
their three seniors on 
Tuesday night, but Heritage 
made sure the celebration 
wasn’t completed with a 
victory for the home team 
as the Lady Generals put on 
an impressive performance 
to earn a road victory in the 
three sets.

Sonoraville (23-20) fell 
behind in the first set and 
could never seem to string 
enough points together to 
regain the momentum as 
the Lady Generals (26-
13) continued to put the 
pressure on the home 
team with their high-
flying, disciplined attack. 
Heritage took the first set 
25-12, followed that up 
with a 25-11 advantage 
in the second set and then 
clinched the match with a 
dominant 25-9 third set.

“We threw a couple 
different lineups in there 
to try to change it up, and 
we made same changes 
to see if we could get 

something going or get a 
spark somewhere,” said 
Sonoraville coach Trace 
Vaughn. “But for whatever 
reason we were flat for 

the entire time tonight. 
We could never get going. 
(Heritage) is a tough team. 
Their front line is really 
tough, they have one of 

the best liberos in north 
Georgia and their setters 
are pretty good too. It’s a 
strong bunch.

“The most frustrating 
thing for us tonight is not 
having heart out there and 
letting your heart lead to 
effort. That’s something 
we’ve been preaching 
about, and I thought we 
were getting there before 
Homecoming Week. I 
thought we were starting 
to play at that level with 
a lot more intensity, a lot 
more effort, really focused, 
but I’ve seen that just drop 
off over the last couple 
weeks. We just had a 
long discussion about that 
and coming to practice 
tomorrow with a different 
attitude and a different 
mindset. We’ve just got a 
few days left so we’ve got 
to make sure we put all 
three aspects together to 
make sure we give the best 

effort we can.”
In the stat column 

for Sonoraville, Megan 
Grantham had two digs, 
Camden Steely had five 
assists, Raleigh Hooper 
had nine assists and two 
kills, Abby Chambers 
had five digs, two blocks 
and two kills, Kayleigh 
Ownbey had four kills, 
Alley Cole had two kills 
and two blocks, Caitlyn 
Glosson had three digs 
and Gracyn Thompson had 
five digs.

Before the match, the 
Lady Phoenix had their 
Senior Night ceremony 
as they recognized and 
honored their three seniors 
Alexis Lincoln, Lauren 
DeFoor and Caitlyn 
Glosson. Vaughn said the 
senior trio has been a great 
group to coach.

Sonoraville celebrates Senior Night, struggles in loss to Heritage
Alex Farrer, Sports Editor
gordongazettega@gmail.com
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Sonoraville head coach Trace Vaughn poses for a photo with his three seniors 
(from left) Alexis Lincoln, Lauren DeFoor and Caitlyn Glosson on Tuesday.

The schedule rolls on 
deeper into October, and 
every region win becomes 
even more important as 
playoff scenarios start to 
form.

There will be two big 
Region 6-AAA matchups 
in the area this Friday, 
and Gordon Central has 
the week off following 
their first win last Friday 
at Dade County. Playing 
locally is Calhoun who hosts 
Adairsville and Sonoraville 
who hosts Haralson County 
with both games boasting 
big postseason stakes.

The Jackets are looking 
to keep up their steady 
improvement as they 
welcome the rival Tigers 
who will travel the short 
distance up Highway 41 
to renew an old rivalry. 
Calhoun needs a win to 
keep pace behind North 
Murray, and Adairsville 
needs a win to keep their 
playoff hopes somewhat 
alive

Below is all the info 

you need to know to get 
you ready for the important 
matchup:

Time: 7:30 p.m.

Records: Calhoun 4-1 
(2-1 in 6-AAA); Adairsville 
3-3 (2-2 in 6-AAA)

Last Week: Calhoun was 
idle; Adairsville defeated 
LFO 22-21

All-Time Series: 
Calhoun leads 20-9

Last Meeting: Calhoun 
won 61-0 in 2018

Calhoun Key Players: 
Jerrian Hames (RB/DB, Jr.), 
David Braden (LB/TE, Sr.), 
Carson Griffin (DL/TE, Jr.)

Adairsville Key 
Players: Garrett Ellis (DL/
OL, Sr.), Malachi Gardner 
(LB/WR, Sr.), Dakota King 
(OL/DL, Sr.)

Calhoun Coach Quote: 
“The week off was great 
for the players and coaches 
as well. We were all ready 
to get back to a game 
week schedule this week. 
Adairsville is always a fun 
game because the schools 
are so close together. Coach 
(Eric) Bishop and his staff 
do a great job so we have 
to make sure we come 
ready to work this week at 
practice and go out Friday 
and execute. This week 
will be special since it’s 
alumni night at the game. 
We really want to put on a 
good performance for all the 
former players that will be 
at the game.” –Calhoun head 
coach Clay Stephenson

Analysis: After a week 

off, the Jackets return to 
The Reeve as they welcome 
long-time rival and close 
neighbor to the south 
Adairsville. These two go 
way back, but the series 
hasn’t been very competitive 
of late as Calhoun has won 
the last 14 meetings. You 
know this Adairsville team 
would love to be the one to 
break that streak, and they 
probably come in thinking 
this is probably their best 
chance in a while with the 
Jackets already having one 
loss in the region this year 
for the first time in 18 years. 
But Calhoun rebounded 
well following that loss 
to North Murray with a 
beatdown of Ringgold 
the following week. They 
probably aren’t satisfied yet 
as they have a bit of a chip 
on their shoulder now and 
want to prove to the rest of 
the region that they are a 
force to be reckoned with 
in 6-AAA. That coupled 
with needing to keep pace 
with North Murray in case 
the Mountaineers should 
slip up and lose a game 
should be all the motivation 

Calhoun needs. The Jackets 
have leaned heavily on their 
rushing game so far in 2019, 
but the passing game looked 
to take a big step forward in 
the win over the Tigers. You 
can be assured that they took 
that momentum right into 
the off week as they looked 
to build on the passing 
game success. Adairsville 
has shown some ability 
to be balanced on offense 
this year but would like to 
establish their running game 
against Calhoun. However, 
that’s where the Jackets are 
strongest on defense with 
their defensive line being 
the most talented group on 
that side of the ball. Look 
for Calhoun to force the 
Tigers to beat them through 
the air, and that will be a 
tough ask for a team that 
has thrown for less than five 
touchdowns on the season. 
The Jackets will once again 
have the upper hand over 
the Highway 41 rivals when 
the final horn sounds on 
Friday night. 

GG Prediction: Calhoun 
wins, 35-17

Jackets return from off week with matchup vs. old rival
Alex Farrer, Sports Editor
gordongazettega@gmail.com

File Photo by ISAIAH RAMOS

Calhoun’s Will Seamons (18) tries to break away from 
a Ringgold defender during a game earlier this season.

Adairsville at Calhoun:

Phoenix prepare for tough test against unbeaten Haralson County

File photo by TOMMY TRIPLETT

The Sonoraville defense lines up prior to a snap against Ringgold 
during last Friday’s game.

Haralson County at Sonoraville:

See SENIOR,  
page 2C

Upcoming Prep Schedule
WEDNESDAY, OCT. 9

SOFTBALL
5 p.m. — Jackson County at Calhoun (Class 
AAA State Tournament First Round, Double-
header)
5 p.m. — Sonoraville at Jefferson (Class AAA 
State Tournament First Round, Doubleheader)

THURSDAY, OCT. 10
SOFTBALL

5 p.m. — Jackson County at Calhoun (Class 
AAA State Tournament First Round, if neces-
sary)
5 p.m. — Sonoraville at Jefferson (Class AAA 
State Tournament First Round, if necessary)

FRIDAY, OCT. 11
FOOTBALL
7:30 p.m. — Adairsville at Calhoun
7:30 p.m. — Haralson County at Sonoraville

SATURDAY, OCT. 12
VOLLEYBALL
TBA — Calhoun, Sonoraville at Area 5-AAA 
Tournament (Haralson County High School)

TUESDAY, OCT. 15
VOLLEYBALL
5 p.m. — Calhoun, Sonoraville, Gordon Cen-
tral at Gordon County Cowbell Classic County 
Championship (Resaca Battlefield)

Prep Softball

Class AAA State First-Round Capsule
Jackson County (15-9-1) at Calhoun (16-12)

SERIES INFO: The series will begin with a 
doubleheader on Wednesday starting at 5 p.m. 
If a Game 3 is necessary, it will be played on 
Thursday at 5 p.m.
SEEDS: Calhoun is the No. 2 seed from 
Region 6-AAA; Jackson County is the No. 3 
seed from Region 8-AAA.
STATE RANKINGS: Calhoun – No. 6 in 
the MaxPreps Class AAA Rankings; Jackson 
County – No. 8.
CALHOUN COACH QUOTE: “The Lady 
Jackets are fired up and ready to make another 
run on the road to Columbus. We know what’s 
at stake, and this is exactly what we’ve been 
preparing for all year. The time is now.” –Diane 
Smith
CALHOUN INFO: The Lady Jackets are 
aiming to advance to the second round for the 
eighth straight season. …Calhoun has had a 

big offensive year, scoring 156 runs total and 
scoring eight or more runs in nine games to this 
point. …They have had some solid outings in 
the circle this season as well with nine games 
of their pitchers allowing two runs or less and 
four shutouts.
JACKSON COUNTY INFO: After going 
8-3 in September, the Lady Panthers have 
struggled a little in the past week, losing two 
out of three. …Jackson County has gone to the 
second round each of the last two seasons and 
will face Calhoun in a rematch of the second-
round series last year when the Lady Jackets 
eliminated them in three games. …The Lady 
Panthers have had strong pitching for most of 
the season with their pitchers allowing two or 
fewer runs 13 times, including three shutouts.
GG PICK: Calhoun wins the series in three 
games.
NEXT FOR WINNER: Will take on the 
winner of the Appling County-Rutland series 
in the second round.

File photo by LARRY GREESON / staff

Calhoun’s Erin Barnes attempts to lay down a bunt during a 
game earlier this season.

“They are a great group 
of young ladies…Alexis, 
Caitlyn and Lauren, they 
are great people on and 

off the court,” said Vaughn. 
“They are always willing 
to do whatever they can 
to help the team. They’ve 
been all about the team. 
They are just incredible 
young ladies. I’m so proud 
of how motivated they’ve 

been, how hard they’ve 
worked and how career-
driven they’ve been. 
They’ve made sure they’ve 
taken care of things off the 
court as well in class and 
getting themselves lined 
up for a career. They are 

just an incredible group of 
seniors this year.”

For Heritage in the win, 
Kallie Carter had a big 
game at the net with seven 
kills and seven blocks. 
Lauren Francis added five 
kills, five blocks, four 

aces and three assists, and 
Morgan Trotter contributed 
four kills, three aces, three 
digs and two blocks. Kayla 
Varnon added eight digs, 
three kills and two aces

The loss wraps up the 
regular season for the Lady 

Phoenix as they will now 
turn their attention to the 
Area 5-AAA Tournament, 
which will be held on 
Saturday at Haralson 
County High School as the 
four area teams compete for 
state tournament seeding.

SENIOR
From page 1C

Calhoun, Sonoraville ready for challenging 1st-round matchups

Class AAA State First-Round Capsule 
Sonoraville (14-9) at Jefferson (21-8)

SERIES INFO: The series will begin with a 
doubleheader on Wednesday starting at 5 p.m. 
If a Game 3 is necessary, it will be played on 
Thursday at 5 p.m.
SEEDS: Sonoraville is the No. 3 seed from 
Region 6-AAA; Jefferson is the No. 2 seed 
from Region 8-AAA.
STATE RANKINGS: Sonoraville – No. 3 in 
the MaxPreps Class AAA Rankings; Jefferson– 
No. 5.
SONORAVILLE COACH QUOTE: “We 
are very excited to start the postseason. We 
feel we hit our stride last week in the region 
tournament and were playing our best ball of 
the season so we hope that continues into this 
first-round series with a very solid Jefferson 
team. I think having lost to Jefferson in the 
third-place game last year adds a little extra 
motivation for our returners. We feel good 
about the matchup. We just have to limit the 
mistakes and keep swinging the bats well, 
and we feel we will have a great chance to 

advance.” –Chad Hayes
SONORAVILLE INFO: The Lady Phoenix 
are looking to advance to the second round 
for the third straight season and fourth out of 
the last five years. …Sonoraville will face the 
team that eliminated them from the Elite Eight 
in Columbus last year as Jefferson got a homer 
in the final inning which was the difference. …
The Lady Phoenix have relied heavily on their 
pitching this season with 13 outings of two 
runs or less, including five shutouts.
JEFFERSON INFO: The Lady Dragons were 
the Class AAA State runner-up last season, 
falling to Franklin County in the championship 
game after eliminating Sonoraville the game 
before. …Jefferson has had some big bats this 
season, outscoring their opponents 164-81, 
including 10 games of scoring eight or more 
runs. …They are looking to advance to the 
second round for the fourth straight season.
GG PICK: Sonoraville wins the series in three 
games.
NEXT FOR WINNER: Will take on the 
winner of the Central Macon-Brantley County 
series in the second round.

File photo by LARRY GREESON / staff

Sonoraville players have a meeting in the circle during their 
region tournament game against Coahulla Creek last Monday.

Calhoun, Sonoraville, GC run well at Rome All Area Championship
Prep Cross Country

Several of the top teams and 
runners from northwest Georgia 
converged on Georgia Highlands 
College on Saturday for the Rome 
All Area Championships, and the 
three local squads represented 
themselves quite well.

The Calhoun girls had the top 
team finish of the local schools, 
taking second thanks in large part 
to three top-10 finishes. They 
were led by Ashley Hartness, 
who placed sixth with a 21:38.20, 
and she was followed closely to 
the finish line by Brisa Lopez 
(seventh, 21:48.30) and Elizabeth 
Peyton (eighth, 22:01.40). 
Completing the team score was 
Anna Gibson (13th, 22:50.10) and 
Angie Jimenez (25th, 24:29.60).

The Calhoun boys earned a 
fourth-place finish as a team with 
Felipe Barrios once again showing 
his impressive ability by finishing 
first individually with a time of 
16:43.00. Also contributing to 
the Jackets’ score was Mario 
Marroquin (23rd, 18:48.90), 
Ricardo Mejia (35th, 19:24.50), 
Alexis Villalobos (40th, 19:37.90) 
and Christian Delgado (48th, 
20:06.30).

The Sonoraville girls had a 
solid day, finishing sixth as a 
team. Riley Triplett once again led 
the charge with a 10th-place finish 
and a time of 22:10.70. Dayleigh 
Dress (44th) and Kynlee Austin 
(45th) also had top-50 finishes.

The Sonoraville boys were led 
by Samual Walker in 31st with 

a 19:12.80) and Spencer Ford in 
38th with a 19:36.50. Jose Frayer 
and Andrew Carey also placed in 
the top 50.

Both the Gordon Central girls 
and boys teams finished eighth 
in the team standings as the boys 
were led by Joey Kowalczewsk 
who placed seventh individually 

with a time of 17:40.40. Jose 
Lara was 28th with a 19:03.20, 
and Isaac Martinez (42nd) and 
Dawson Brooks (49th) also 
finished in the top 50.

The Lady Warriors’ top finish 
came from Jasmine Velasco in 
26th with a time of 24:43.10. 
Maluz Centeno and Cora Stepp 

also placed in the top 50.
All three teams will have 

a little more than a week off 
before they next compete in a 
meet, which will be the Gordon 
County Cowbell Classic (County 
Championship) at the Resaca 
Battlefield on Oct. 15 starting at 
5 p.m.

From staff reports

Photos by TOMMY TRIPLETT

(LEFT) Calhoun’s Elizabeth Peyton (right) and Sonoraville’s Riley Triplett (left) make their final push during the girls’ race on Saturday.
(RIGHT) Calhoun and Sonoraville runners battle for position during the boys’ race on Saturday at Georgia Highlands.
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Several former players 
from Calhoun, Gordon 
Central and Sonoraville 
have moved on to the 
next level and are making 
an impact on the college 
gridiron for their teams.

Here are the players 
from the area that appeared 
in the box score last week 
during their respective 
teams’ games:

THOMAS LESTER, 
Calhoun, West Georgia

The senior Lester started 
at receiver and four catches 
for 59 yards in the Wolves’ 
44-34 home win over Shorter 
on Saturday. He also had one 
kick return for four yards 
and one assisted tackle.

BRENT SILVAR, 
Gordon Central, Shorter

Silvar, a sophomore, 
started at linebacker and had 
six solo tackles and three 
assists for a total of nine in 
the Hawks’ 44-34 loss at 

West Georgia on Saturday.

GAVIN GRAY, 
Calhoun, Berry

Gray, a freshman 
quarterback, had 66 yards 
passing on 8-of-11 with one 
touchdown in the Vikings’ 
55-0 victory at Sewanee 
on Saturday. He also one 
rushing attempt for 15 yards.

JIREH WILSON, 
Calhoun, Wofford
Wilson, a senior, started 

at linebacker and had one 
solo and three assists for 
a total of four tackles, 
including one and a half 
sacks in the Terriers’ 35-17 
win at East Tennessee State 
on Saturday.

JACK DeFOOR, 
Calhoun, 

Georgia Tech
DeFoor, a redshirt-

junior offensive lineman, 
served as a captain on 
Saturday in the Jackets’ 

38-22 home loss to North 
Carolina and saw action at 
left guard in the contest.

ZACK FULLER, 
Calhoun, Berry

The freshman running 
back Fuller had eight 
carries for 37 yards in the 
Vikings’ 55-0 road win at 
Sewanee on Saturday.

DREW McENTYRE, 
Calhoun, The Citadel
McEntyre, a senior 

offensive lineman, started 
at right guard in the 
Bulldogs’ 34-21 home 
loss to Virginia Military 
Institute on Saturday.

KENNY COOPER, 
Sonoraville, 

Georgia Tech
Georgia Tech 

announced last week that 
Cooper, a senior offensive 
lineman, would have 
season-ending surgery after 
suffering an injury but will 
redshirt and return for a 
fifth year of eligibility in 
2020.

HAYDEN MURPHY, 
Gordon Central, Berry

Murphy, a senior 
H-back, participated but 
didn’t record any stats in 
Berry’s 55-0 road win at 
Sewanee on Saturday.

RYAN RANDALL, 
Calhoun, 

Carson-Newman
The junior wide receiver 

Randall participated but 

didn’t record any stats in 
the Eagles’ 69-18 home 
win over UNC-Pembroke 
on Saturday.

JC FULLER, 
Calhoun, Shorter

Fuller, a sophomore 
tight end, participated but 
didn’t record any stats in 
the Hawks’ 44-34 loss at 
West Georgia on Saturday.

ZEKE NANCE, 
Calhoun, 

Lenoir-Rhyne
Nance, a redshirt-

freshman defensive 
lineman, participated but 
didn’t record any stats 
in the Bears’ 63-6 home 
win over Virginia-Wise on 
Saturday.

NOTE: If there is a 
former local football player 
making an impact on the 
college level and they 
weren’t in our roundup, 
let us know by email 
gordongazet tesports@
gmail.com.

Randall, Wilson, Lester highlight recent performances of locals
College Football

From staff reports

THOMAS LESTER
Sr., West Georgia

BRENT SILVAR
Soph., Shorter

GAVIN GRAY
Fr., Berry

Prep Football Stat Recap

Team Stats
Sonoraville Fumbles – 1 fumble, 1 lost
Sonoraville Penalties – 5 penalties, 29 yards
Sonoraville Punts – 2 punts for 38 average
Sonoraville Total Offensive Yards – 323 total (137 rushing, 186 passing)
Sonoraville Yards Allowed Defensively – 163 total (95 rushing, 68 passing)

Individual Offensive Stats
Passing

Brady Lackey – 9-of-15, 180 yards, 2 TDs
Brant Bryant – 1-of-1, 6 yards

Rushing
Blade Bryant – 11 carries, 35 yards, 2 TDs
Brady Lackey – 7 carries, 73 yards, 1 TD
Brant Bryant – 3 carries, 13 yards
Zach Lyles – 2 carries, 19 yards
Colton Richards – 1 carry, 1 yard, 1 TD
Loren Hiles – 1 carry, -4 yards

Receiving
Blade Bryant – 4 catches, 87 yards
Brant Bryant – 2 catches, 55 yards, 1 TD
Ben Burns – 2 catches, 30 yards
Colton Richards – 1 catch, 8 yards, 1 TD
Zach Lyles – 1 catch, 6 yards

Punting
Tripp Morrison – 2 punts for 38 average (Long of 43)

Turnovers
Sonoraville 1 (1 fumble), Ringgold 2 (2 fumbles)

Sonoraville 41, Ringgold 0

Photo by TOMMY TRIPLETT

Sonoraville’s Brant Bryant (5) runs down the sideline on his 50-yard touchdown 
catch in the second half of Friday’s game at Ringgold.

Contributed Photo / Gordon 
Central Warriors TD Club

Gordon Central’s David 
Lindsay (49) tries to 
break the tackle of a 
Dade County defend-
er on a carry during 
Friday’s game. Lindsay 
only had two carries in 
the game but made the 
most of them, rushing 
for 34 yards.

Team Stats
Gordon Central Fumbles – None
Gordon Central Penalties – 5 penalties, 40 yards
Gordon Central Punts – 4 punts for 26.5 average
Gordon Central Total Offensive Yards – 265 total (163 rushing, 102 passing)
Gordon Central Yards Allowed Defensively – 227 total (190 rushing, 37 
passing)

Individual Offensive Stats
Passing

Nelson Gravitt – 4-of-6, 102 yards, 2 TDs

Rushing
Nelson Gravitt – 9 carries, 66 yards, 3 TDs
Jordan Boone – 7 carries, 56 yards
John Victor Rainwater – 3 carries, 1 yard, 1 TD
Randyn Burns – 3 carries, 1 yard
David Lindsay – 2 carries, 34 yards
Edwin Herrera – 2 carries, 6 yards

Receiving
Peyton Parker – 2 catches, 76 yards, 2 TDs
John Victor Rainwater – 1 catch, 23 yards
Josh Wilson – 1 catch, 3 yards

Punting
Peyton Parker – 3 punts for 32.7 average
Austin Johns – 1 punt for 8 yards

Turnovers
Gordon Central (none), Dade County 2 (2 interceptions)

Gordon Central 48, Dade County 7

Sports Happenings
CALHOUN ROTARY GOLF TOURNAMENT — 

The 2019 Calhoun Rotary Golf Tournament, sponsored 
by Hamilton Medical Center and the Calhoun Rotary 
Club, is set for Wednesday, October 16 at Fields Ferry 
Golf Course. Registration starts at 11 a.m., Shotgun 
start at 1 p.m. A box lunch will be provided. Proceeds 
to be used in support of Calhoun Rotary’s efforts with 
the youth of Calhoun and Gordon County. For more 
information and entry forms, contact Jim Rosencrance at 
proshop@fieldsferrygolf.com or 706-263-6631. 

ADVENTHEALTH RACE AROUND THE REC 
5K —Registration is now open for the AdventHealth 
Race Around the Rec 5K. The event will be held on 
Thursday, October 17 at 6:00 p.m. at the Calhoun City 
Recreation Department, beginning at the black and gold 
pavilion and playground behind the George Chambers 
Resource Center, which is located at 1000 Highway 
53 Spur SW, Calhoun. In addition to the 5K race for 

adults and students ages 13 and older, a Children’s Fun 
Run will take place at 5:00 p.m. All proceeds benefit 
breast cancer services at AdventHealth Gordon. Race 
day check-in and registration begins at 4:00 p.m. For 
more information, please contact Wendy Taylor at Call 
706-602-7800 x2318 or via email at Wendy.Taylor@
AdventHealth.com.

SONORAVILLE XC BIKE RIDE — The 
Sonoraville Cross Country Team will host its first-ever 
Bike Ride on Saturday, Oct. 26 starting at 11 a.m. at 
Sonoraville High. Registration begins at 9 a.m. and kick 
stands up at 11 a.m. Cost for bike and passenger is $20. 
The ride will travel throughout Gordon County and will 
head southbound on Hwy 41 to finish at Southern Devil 
Harley Davidson in Cartersville. Each registration comes 
with raffle ticket for a drawing at the end of the ride. For 
additional details, contact butchburch@gcbe.org. FFA 
BBQ plates will be available for $8 along with the raffle 

and live music.

CALHOUN COMMUNITY EDUCATION 
PROGRAM BASKETBALL CLINIC — The Calhoun 
Community Education Program will host a Basketball 
Clinic for girls and boys ages 5-15 on Sunday, Nov. 
3 from 1:30-4:30 p.m. in the Calhoun High gym. 
Instructors for the clinic will be Calhoun High boys head 
coach Vince Layson, Calhoun High girls head coach 
Jaime Echols and Calhoun High players. Cost for the 
clinic is $25 through Oct. 31 and then after that, it will 
go up to $40. Registration is available online at https://
securepayment.link/calhounschools/summer-camps/.

[][][][][][][][][][]

Listings in Sports Happenings are free. Submit listings 
to GordonGazettesports@gmail.com with all necessary 
information needing to run.

To stay up to date on the latest local sports news, score updates and information, follow Sports Editor Alex Farrer on Twitter @ AFarrer_GG.


