
The year 2020 is one for the 
record books, and definitely one 
Gordon Countians will never 
forget, as terms and phrases 
such as “social distancing” and 
“essential employee” became 
part of our lexicon. But even 
without all the news surrounding 
the COVID-19 virus that took 
over our lives beginning in 
March of 2020, there was plenty 
of non-virus news locally to 
divert our attention away from 
COVID. Below, find some of 
Gordon Gazette’s top news 
stories for the first quarter of 
2020:

JANUARY 2020
Taking the Plunge to kick 

off 2020: Dozens of plungers 
showed up and braved the cold 
to kick off the New Year at 
annual Polar Bear Plunge to raise 
money for the Coulter Hampton 
Foundation; the temperature was 
just over 30 degrees at 9 a.m. on 
the morning of Wednesday, Jan. 
1, 2020, when dozens of plungers 
took to the lake at Salacoa Creek 
Park for the annual Coulter 
Hampton Foundation Polar 
Bear Plunge. Held each year 

on Jan. 1, the plunge began as 
a way to ring in the New Year 
and raise funds for the Coulter 
Hampton Foundation. Due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the 2021 
Polar Bear Plunge is being held 
virtually.

Judge sets $500k bond for 
man accused of killing woman 
in Resaca: On Jan. 9, 2020, 
Gordon County Superior Court 
Judge David Smith set bond 
for Dwight Juliuse Jones, 39, 
who is facing a slew of charges, 
including felony Murder and 
Aggravated Assault Against a 
Law Enforcement Officer, in 
the September 2019 standoff 
that resulted in both an officer-
involved shooting and death 
at a residence on Mount Zion 
Road in Resaca. Bond was 
set for Jones in the amount of 
$500,000. According to Gordon 
County District Attorney 
Rosemary Greene, Jones had 
not been indicted in the case 
at that time, and according to 
State law, because Jones had 
been in custody for 90 days 
without an indictment, the judge 
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Calhoun  F i r e 
Department responded 
to an early Tuesday 
morning fire at Hi Tech 
Fuel located at the corner 
of West Line Street and 
River Street in Calhoun.

The call came in 
around 5:30 a.m. on 
Tuesday, Dec. 29. 
According to Calhoun 
Fire’s Tim Duvall, the 

fire was contained to a 
stove in the kitchen area. 
Duvall said the stove 
was only a couple of 
months old, and the fire 
was contained to the area 
under the stove hood. 
There was very little 
smoke damage. 

An estimated cost 
of damage was not 
determined at press 
time. The cause of 
the fire remains under 
investigation.

CFD investigates early morning fire at Hi Tech

Calhoun Pol ice 
arrested a Macon woman 
on Sunday after an 
incident in the parking 
lot of a local motel.

Just before 4 p.m. 
on Sunday, Dec. 27, 
officers were dispatched 
to Rodeway Inn at 1007 
Highway 53 in reference 

to a domestic dispute.
According to the 

incident report, once on 
scene, officers spoke 
with the complainant, 
who told them that 
a man, identified as 
Melvin Wardrick, 49,  
and a woman, identified 
as Mary Clark, 28, both 
of 7332 Hawkinsville 
Road, Macon, were in 
Room 106 of the motel, 
arguing. The complainant 

said that she asked the 
Wardrick and Clark to 
stay in the room, but that 
Clark exited the room 
and set a roll of toilet 
paper and a pair of jeans 
on fire. 

The officers then 
walked to the room, and 
observed a smoldering 

Gordon County Fire 
& Rescue continue to 
investigate a house fire 
the occurred on Wrights 
Hollow Road over the 
weekend.

Acco r d ing  t o 
Gordon County Fire 
and Rescue, just after 9 
a.m. on Saturday, Dec. 
26, fire personnel were 
dispatched to 145 Wrights 
Hollow Road SE, just 
off of Dews Pond Road, 

in response to a house 
fire where flames and 
smoke from the structure 
were visible. Fire crews 
arrived on scene within 
minutes. Crews were on 
scene for several hours 
working the fire and 
performing clean-up.  

The home was 
moderately damaged, 
with property and 
content loss valued 
a t  approx imate ly 
$161,000. The cause of 
the fire remains under 
investigation.

Gordon County Fire & Rescue responds to 
weekend house fire on Wrights Hollow
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Woman arrested after setting toilet 
paper, jeans on fire in motel parking lot

MARY CLARK (Photo: Gordon 
County Sheriff’s Office)

City Council holds 
last meeting of 2020

It was an abbreviated 
meeting of the Calhoun 
City Council Monday 
night, as the members 
got in a few bits of last 
minute business to close 
out 2020.

Mayor Jimmy Palmer 
reminded the public that 
Calhoun City offices will 
be closed this Friday, 
Jan. 1 in observance of 

New Year’s Day.
 A second reading of 

a zoning change request 
from C-2 to Ind-G by 
Stanley Simpson for 
4.782 acres off Travelers 
Path NE was held. The 
Zoning Advisory meeting 
will be held on Jan. 7 
and the public hearing on 
Jan. 11. 

A first reading of a 
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U n d e r p r i v i l e g e d 
children had a brighter 
Christmas in Gordon 
County thanks to 
AdventHealth Gordon’s 
Emergency Medical 
Services (EMS) team. 
AdventHealth Gordon 
EMS collected toys and 
raised money for their 
annual Make a Kid Smile 
Toy Drive, raising more 
than $17,000 in cash and 
$4,000 in toy donations 
for children in Gordon 
County.

AdventHealth Gordon 
EMS would like to thank 
the following individuals 
and organizations for 
helping make the toy 
drive such a success: 

McEntire’s Driving 
Range; Perry and Gina 
Rawls; Hoops for Christ; 
Kickball for Christ; 
Calhoun Gordon County 
Airport Authority; In 
Honor of Pat Smith; In 
Honor of Heritage Baptist 
Church; In Memory of 
Jerry Dunn; In Memory 
of Brent Davis; Heritage 
Baptist Church Men’s 
Prayer Group; Jason and 
Brandi Richards Family; 
Jeni Ingersoll; Jeff 
Dixon; Ricky Reed; Dr. 
Joe and Sharon Joyave; 
AdventHealth Gordon 
House Supervisors; 
AdventHealth Gordon 
Marketing Department; 
City of Calhoun Police 
Department; Michael 
and Susan Wilkins; 
Max Brannon & Sons 
Funeral Home; Vaughn 
& Clements; Nidia 
and Emily Elswick; 
Fair ’s Auto Repair; 
The Eddie Fair Family; 
AdventHealth Gordon 
Clinical Informatics 
Department; In Memory 
of Michal Bramblett; 
In Memory of Donna 
Bramblett; In Memory of 
Alexis Bramblett; Nancy 
Ray; AdventHealth 
Gordon and Murray 
IT Department; David 
and Amy Jordon; 
AdventHealth Gordon 
Administration Team; 
Kathie Hartley; Annette 

Berry; Larry and Brenda 
Miles; Alan and Angie 
Holcomb; Jimmy and 
Dale Moss and Family; 
Hannah Holland and 
Family; Michael and 
Melissa Murrill and 
Family; Barry Bramblett; 
Donald and Melva 
Bowen and Family; Don 
and Donna Maguire; 
Mitchell Hagan; Midland 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s ; 
AdventHealth Gordon 
EMS B Shift; Gordon 
County Buildings & 
Grounds;  Heri tage 
Baptist Church Women’s 
Prayer Group; In 
Memory of Q.M. and 
Nell Ables; Bob and 
Susan Parlo; Sequoyah 
Tennis Association; 
Alan and Jackie Guyton; 
Scott and Jennifer 
Hill; Cindy and Marty 
Brown; Autumn Jackson; 
Paradise Drag Strip; 
Georgia Cumberland 
Academy Students; 
AdventHealth Gordon 
Harris Radiation Therapy 
Center; Red Bud Liquor 
Store; Stephanie Moyer; 
Mitch and Cindy Talley; 
Heritage Baptist Church 
Young at Heart; Mike 
and Denise Etheridge; 
Gordon County Animal 
Control; Pete and Karen 
Weber; New Echota 
River Alliance; Synovus 
Bank Employees ; 
George and Sandra 
Cook; AdventHealth 
Gordon EMS C Shift; 
Dawn Graham; Hugh 
and Sandra Greeson; J 
& M Auto Sales; Terry 
and Louis Wright; 
Eugene and JoAnne 
Bowen; Randy and 
Tammy Balliew; Soccer 
for Christ; AdventHealth 
Gordon Hospitalists; 
A d v e n t H e a l t h 
Gordon Anesthesia; 
AdventHealth Gordon 
Foundation; In Memory 
of all U.S. Veterans; 
Michael C. Davis; Lamar 
and Rhonda Worley and 
Family; Connor Bailey 
Electrical Services; 
AdventHealth Gordon 
Emergency Department; 
In Honor of Connor 
Luke Hayes; Gordon 
County Environmental 

Health; Haddox Family 
Christmas Lights; SSA 
Training; Flags for 
Christ; McReynolds 
Family; Hedges Family; 
Jonathan Arroyo; Flags 
for Christ Calhoun Team; 
In Memory of Ann Smith; 
Calhoun Soccer Pick-Up 
Team; North Georgia 
Cardinals; Brian Chastain 
Fami ly ;  Ca lhoun 
Recreation Department; 
AdventHealth Home 
Care Gordon; Amanda 
and Brian Black; Lauren 
Borders ;  Synovus 
Bank; Tammy Putnam; 
Calhoun Spine and 
Wellness Center; Loves 
Travel Plaza; Gordon 
County Public Works 
Department. 

All toys collected 
through the annual 
drive were given to the 
Voluntary Action Center 
(VAC) to distribute to 
qualifying families in 
Gordon County.

About AdventHealth 
Gordon

Founded in 1935, 
AdventHealth Gordon is 
proud to be a member 
of AdventHealth. With 
a sacred mission of 
Extending the Healing 
Ministry of Christ, 
AdventHealth is a 
connected system of 
care for every stage of 
life and health. More 
than 80,000 skilled 
and compassionate 
caregivers in physician 
practices, hospitals, 
outpatient clinics, skilled 
nursing facilities, home 
health agencies and 
hospice centers provide 
individualized, wholistic 
care. A shared vision, 
common values, focus on 
whole-person health and 
commitment to making 
communities healthier 
unify the system’s 
nearly 50 hospital 
campuses and hundreds 
of care sites in diverse 
markets throughout 
almost a dozen states. 
For more information 
about AdventHealth, 
visit  AdventHealth.
com or Facebook.com/
AdventHealth.

AdventHealth Gordon’s 
Staff Nurse Advisory 
Committee (SNAC) team 
sold Christmas t-shirts to 
team members to benefit 
the AdventHealth Gordon 
EMS Make a Kid Smile Toy 
Drive. Team members were 
able to wear the t-shirts to 
work during the week of 
Christmas

Nearly 400 t-shirts were 
sold which allowed SNAC 
to donate almost $3,000 to 
the toy drive.

Pictured from left to right: 

Donald Bowen, Gloria 
Holden, Michael Etheridge, 
Amanda Evans and Sonya 
Lesesne.

About AdventHealth 
Gordon

Founded in 1935, 
AdventHealth Gordon is 
proud to be a member of 
AdventHealth. With a sacred 
mission of Extending the 
Healing Ministry of Christ, 
AdventHealth is a connected 
system of care for every 
stage of life and health. More 
than 80,000 skilled and 
compassionate caregivers 
in physician practices, 
hospitals, outpatient clinics, 

skilled nursing facilities, 
home health agencies and 
hospice centers provide 
individualized, wholistic 
care. A shared vision, 
common values, focus on 
whole-person health and 
commitment to making 
communities healthier 
unify the system’s nearly 
50 hospital campuses and 
hundreds of care sites in 
diverse markets throughout 
almost a dozen states. 
For more information 
about AdventHealth, 
visit AdventHealth.
com or Facebook.com/
AdventHealth.

Yury Garcia has been 
named AdventHealth 
Gordon’s latest SonShine 
Award recipient. This 
award was established by 
AdventHealth Gordon in 
2017 to honor the hard 
work and dedication 
of its employees. 
Quarterly awards 
provide opportunities for 
employees, patients and 
visitors to recognize and 
reward employees and 
teams for exceptional 
accomplishments and 
demonstrated behaviors 
that are aligned to the 

mission, vision and values 
of AdventHealth Gordon.

The name SonShine 
was developed by 
AdventHealth Gordon 
employees. The recipients 
of the SonShine award 
“shine” for the “Son” of 
God through their warm 
and comforting care they 
provide to patients and 
their fellow employees.

Garcia, a respiratory 
therapist at AdventHealth 
Gordon, received a 
nomination from a team 
member who said the 
following: “To start with, 
I don’t personally know 
Yury, but we have said 
hello in passing. I was 

walking past the room of 
a patient that had just been 
intubated. The curtains 
are small, so they don’t 
always cover the entire 
window. I looked in to see 
Yury patting the forehead 
of this man. Then she 
brushed his hair down 
with her hand in a sweet 
loving way. This is one 
of the most heartwarming 
things I have seen in a 
while. When I asked the 
nurse who she was and 
if this was one of her 
family members, the nurse 
responded, ‘No, that is not 
her family. She is just that 
sweet to all of her patients.’ 
Another nurse agreed and 

stated, ‘She treats every 
patient like they are her 
family.’ We are all so busy, 

but she took the time to 
minister to him. I think 
that Yury should receive 

the SonShine award for 
the kindness and love she 
gives to her patients.”
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Troy Boswell
Mr. Troy Leon Boswell, 

85, of Adairsville, passed 
Sunday, Dec. 27, 2020, at 
his residence.

Mr. Boswell was born 
in Adairsville May 9, 
1935, son of the late R. K. 
Boswell and Annie Emma 
Freeman Boswell. He 
was a dedicated member 
of Snow Springs Baptist 
Church where he served 
on many committees 
and loved his church 
family. Troy retired from 
Lockheed Martin after 42 years of service and was a 
gifted woodworker. 

He was preceded in death by his parents; grandson, 
Justin Nathaniel Russell; brothers, Alvin Boswell (wife 
Betty Jean) and Elbert Boswell (wife Lita); sisters, 
Mary Lee Seabolt (husband Lawrence), Martha West 
(husband Jerome), Ruby Waldon (husband John), 
Effie Mae (husband John William (J.W.) Culberson), 
and Lois Bradley (husband Gordon).

He is survived by his children, Teresa Russell 
(husband Tuffy), Denise Duran (husband J. J.), and 
Greg Boswell (wife Missy); several grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren; brother, Roy Boswell; 
sisters, Mildred Colston (husband Jerry Colston) and 
Mattie Bell Whittemore (husband Mark) and several 
nieces and nephews.

Funeral service will be held Saturday, Jan. 2, 2021, 
at 2 p.m. at Snow Springs Baptist Church with Pastor 
Doug Mattox officiating. Interment will follow in 
the church cemetery. The family will receive friends 
Saturday from 12 – 2 p.m. at Snow Springs Baptist 
Church. Pallbearers will include Erik Russell, Bryan 
Popka, Marcus Gregory, Jack Duran, Nate Russell, 
and Wayne Welchel; Jimmy King, Zach Crowe, and 
his nephews will serve as honorary pallbearers.

Family and friends attending services will be 
required to wear face mask and observe social 
distancing.

Sign the guestbook and leave online condolences 
at www.BartonFuneralHome.net

R. Dudley Barton & Son Funeral Home, 
Adairsville, is in charge of arrangements for Mr. Troy 
Leon Boswell.

Betty Byerley
Betty Floyd Byerley, age 89, of Plainville, 

entered into eternal rest on Saturday, Dec. 26 at 
Redmond Regional Medical Center.

Betty was born on June 2, 1931 in Gordon County 
to the late Robert Ray Floyd and Mollie Scott Floyd. 
She was a lifetime resident of Gordon County 
and a devoted member of Plainville Independent 
Methodist Church. 

In addition to her parents, she is preceded in 
death by her husband, Frank Byerley; brother, Jerry 
Floyd; sisters, Mildred Floyd, Hildreth Woods, and 
Clemmie Wright.

She is survived by her son, Terrelle Byerley and 
his wife Pamela of Plainville; brother, Lex Floyd; 
two grandchildren, Kelly Bramblett, Jenny Gravitt 
and her husband Wade; three great-grandchildren, 
Addysen Bramblett, Ryder Gravitt, and Bodi Gravitt.

Funeral services were conducted on Monday, 
Dec. 28 at 2 p.m. at Plainville Independent Methodist 
Church with Reverend Travis Hyde officiating. Burial 
followed in Franklin Cemetery. Pallbearers serving 
were Shay Wright, Ricky Coker, Jim Treglown, 
Dempsey Wright, Chad Floyd, Scott Shaw, Wade 
Gravitt, and Bo Nicholson.

The family received friends on Sunday, Dec. 27 
at Thomas Funeral Home from 3 – 6 p.m.

You may leave the family online condolences at 
www.thomasfuneralhomecalhoun.com

Thomas Funeral Home has proudly been entrusted 
with the care of Betty Floyd Byerley.

Jackie Ledford
Jackie L. Ledford, 52, of Fairmount, died 

Saturday, Dec. 26, 2020. She was born on July 3, 
1968 in Calhoun to Toney Smith and the late Delmar 
Ledford. 

She was preceded in death by her brothers, Lee 
Ledford, Larry Ledford and David Bennett; sisters, 
Loretta Ledford and Judy Bennett.  She is survived 
by her siblings and their spouses, Delmar Ledford, 
Ronnie Ledford, Jessie Bennett, Dean Masters, 
Denny Bennett, Faye Wood, Brenda Skinner, and 
Lucy Cook.

Funeral arrangements are incomplete and will be 
announced later by Max Brannon and Sons Funeral 
Home. 

To leave condolences and sign the online guest 
book please go to, www.maxbrannonandsons.com 

The Brannon family and staff are honored to 
serve the family of Jackie L. Ledford. 

Sandra McCarter
Mrs. Sandra Lynn 

Graham McCarter, 63, of 
Rome, passed away on 
Monday, Dec. 28, 2020 
at Redmond Regional 
Medical Center after a 
brief illness.

Mrs. McCarter was 
born in Selma, Ala. on 
Jan. 1, 1957, daughter 
of the late Charles W. 
Graham and Peggy J. Gay 
Sheriff. She was a 1976 
Graduate of Calhoun 
High School and prior 
to her retirement, she was employed by Gaylord 
Industries and Mohawk Industries.

Survivors include her husband, Jerry (Bulldog) 
McCarter to whom she was married for 45 years; 
sister, Donna Hightower and her husband Tim 
of Plainville; sisters-in-law, Patricia Broadrick of 
Sugar Valley, Edith Lorene Sexton and her husband 
Clemmie; brother-in-law, Larry McCarter of Ranger; 
along with a host of nieces, nephews, and other 
relatives.

Funeral service will be conducted Thursday, 
Dec. 31, 2020 at 3 p.m. from the graveside of Sugar 
Valley Baptist Church Cemetery.

Due to the National Health Crisis and the 
COVID-19 virus, mask must be worn properly at all 
times and social distancing must be observed when 
attending the service.

Online condolences may be expressed to the 
family at www.maxbrannonandsons.com.

The Brannon Family and staff are honored to 
serve the family of Sandra Lynn Graham McCarter, 
63 of Rome.
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-Calhoun AA Group meetings. Monday, 
Wednesday and Saturday from 7 - 8 p.m.; Tuesday 
and Thursday from 12 - 1 p.m. and Sunday 9:30 
- 10:30 a.m. Located at 318 North River Street, 
Calhoun, GA, 30701.

-Families Anonymous is a 12-step program, for 
those concerned about drug abuse and behavior 
problems of a relative or friend. Completely 
anonymous, non professional, and non religious. 
No dues, no fees. Not connected with any hospital 
or agency. Located on Red Bud Road in plaza below 
Fitness First, next to Calhoun Counseling Center (Dr. 
Bledsoe’s office). Meeting every Thursday 7 - 8 p.m. 
Call 770-548-7849 for more information.

-The Life Choice Hospice Bereavement Support 
Group will be meeting the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month. The support group is open to anyone in the 
community who would like to attend. The office 
and support group are located at 189 Professional 
Court, Suite 300, Calhoun. For Information, contact 
Jennifer at 706-602-9001.

-BONDAGE BREAKERS - Breaking the chains 
of addiction one soul at a time. Every Thursday 
night at 7 p.m. at Crane Eater Community Church, 
located at 3168 Red Bud Rd Calhoun, GA 30701.

-The Georgia Chapter of the Alzheimer’s 
Association is sponsoring a monthly support 
group at Morning Pointe Assisted Living, 660 Jolly 
Road, on the third Tuesday of each month at 6 p.m. 
For more information or directions, call Mary Braden 
at 770-548-4683 or Karen Parrott at 706-346-5220. 

For more information about dementia and 
Alzheimer’s disease, call 800-272-3900 or visit 
www.alz.org/georgia.

-Special Care Plus, a free one-on-one 
consultation program, offers education and 
information to primary caregivers of persons with 
dementia. Any primary caregiver who is caring for 
a loved one with dementia in the home is eligible to 
receive this program. To learn more about the Special 
Care Plus program, call 800-272-3900.

-The Georgia Long-Term Care Ombudsman 
Program seeks to improve the quality of life for 
residents of long-term care facilities. For more 
information, call Linda Ann Daniel at 1-866-565-
8213 or 706-272-2158.

-The Alzheimer’s Association’s Caring Closet 
was created to help offset the high cost of 
incontinent products and give the families support 
they often desperately need. If you would like to visit 
the nearest Closet, call the chapter office to receive 
a flier with locations and hours. Morning Pointe in 
Calhoun has a Caring Closet; call Mary Braden at 
706-629-0777.

-The Northwest Georgia Parkinson Disease 
Association, Inc., is offering a monthly support 
group for persons living with Parkinson Disease, 
their caregivers, family and friends. The support 
group will meet at Gordon Hospital; Conference 
Room A. For any questions about the support group 
and future meetings, call James Trussell at 706-235- 
3164 or 706-346-5678.

-Are you interested in losing pounds and 

inches? Join TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) 
for support and how-to information. Meetings are 
on Monday nights. Weigh-ins begin at 6 p.m., and 
group support and information starts at 7 p.m. at 
the Gordon County Senior Citizens Center, 150 
Cambridge Court, Calhoun. For more information, 
call 706-847-3306.

-Community volunteers are needed at 
Countryside Hospice Care, where the mission is 
to promote comfort and dignity at the end of life. 
The agency covers 26 Northwest Georgia counties 
between three offices in LaFayette, Rome, and 
Newnan. If you would like to participate in this 
rewarding program, call 706-638-7651 or 1-800-660-
7381.

-Discovering Hope, an autism support group 
for Northwest Georgia, meets the fourth Tuesday of 
each month at 6:30 p.m. at Friendship Baptist Church, 
Rocky Face. For more information, call Connie Post 
at 706-673-7765 or www.discoveringhope.us.

-Caring Connection is a telephone support 
group especially for caregivers of loved ones with 
Alzheimer’s who cannot leave their homes because 
of care responsibilities. This support group is as 
close as the phone. Call 706-275-0819 or 1-800-272-
3900 and ask to be enrolled in Caring Connection.

-Grief Recovery Group for those who have 
lost loved ones and friends, receive support and 
guidance with the Four Tasks of Grieving. Cost is 
Free. Second Wednesday of each month at 1 p.m. at 
Harris Radiation Therapy Center at Gordon Hospital. 
For more information or to RSVP, please call 
706.879.5850.

-The Compassionate Friends of Dalton and 
N.W. Georgia is part of a worldwide effort that has 
helped many families cope with the loss of a child and 
to honor our children’s memory. The Compassionate 
Friends meets on the third Thursday of each month 
from 7 to 9 p.m. at Evangelical Methodist Church 
(in the “Gathering Place” building), 1035 Abutment 
Road, Dalton (on the hill behind the old Lowe’s 
off Walnut Avenue). For more information, call 
Dawn at 706-277-3312 or 706-264-4458 or e-mail 
dawnsisson@msn.com.

-SING (Surviving Infidelity Necessary to your 
Growth) has formed here. If you are experiencing 
difficulty in marriage and are looking for ways to 
survive, then you should come and be part of these 
meetings designed to help, encourage, and solve 
issues in a marriage that can lead to a promising future 
ahead for the entire family. For more information, 
call Iroka Moore at 706-629-2880.

-United Hospice is seeking volunteers who 
can help others through companionship, reading, 
sharing, and other small tasks. Give the gift of caring 
and enjoy the privilege of sharing in your local area. 
Call Dan Hogan at 706-602-9546 or 800-867-7976.

-Looking for a 12-step meeting for men and 
women? At “Road to Recovery,” recognizing Jesus 
Christ as our higher power, they take the 12 steps and 
compare how they are taken from scripture and how 
to apply them to our lives to experience true freedom 
from the bondages of addiction. The meetings are 

free and open to the public at World Harvest Church 
locations in Cherokee and Gordon counties. For more 
information, call 706-602-1919. The Calhoun church 
is located at 2335 Red Bud Road. The meetings here 
are every Monday and Thursday at 7 p.m.

- A 12-step-meeting for Overeaters Anonymous 
is held at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, 901 W. 
Emory St, Dalton on Thursdays at 6 p.m. Call Nan 
at 706-695-9008 or Stephanie at 706-847-8125 for 
more information.

-Caring for a loved one who is suffering from 
late-stage cancer is certainly one of life’s hardest 
experiences. But you do not have to go through 
this alone. The Harris Radiation Therapy Center at 
Gordon Hospital provides a place for you to meet 
each month with others who understand what you 
are going through during this difficult time. Strength 
for Caring, a support group for caregivers of patients 
with advanced stages of cancer meets on the second 
Tuesday of each month from 2-3 p.m. at the Harris 
Radiation Therapy Center at Gordon Hospital, 1035 
Red Bud Road. For more information, please call 
706-879-5853.

- Dealing with a cancer diagnosis is difficult for 
everyone involved – the patient and their loved 
ones. But you are not alone. The Harris Radiation 
Therapy Center at Gordon Hospital, 1035 Red Bud 
Road, hosts a Support Group for cancer patients, 
survivors, and caregivers on the third Wednesday of 
each month from noon until 1 p.m. Lunch is served. 
For more information and to RSVP, please call 706-
879-5853. We offer a hand to hold and an ear to listen 
as you go through this difficult time.

-The Alzheimer’s Auxiliary of North Georgia 
is seeking new members. Members of this auxiliary 
are a vital part in the work of the Alzheimer’s 
Association. Currently, two auxiliaries, one in North 
Georgia and one in Atlanta, provide support and 
financial assistance to people affected by Alzheimer’s 
disease. There are many volunteer opportunities to 
work with the regional offices in supporting those 
living with the disease, as well as caregivers. Some 
events auxiliary members participate in are an annual 
bake sale, the annual gala, Memory Walk, and health 
fairs. For annual membership, yearly dues of $35 
per person are requested. For more information 
about joining the Alzheimer’s Auxiliary, contact the 
Alzheimer’s Association at 706-275-0819.

-Families Anonymous, a 12-step, self-help 
recovery program is for parents, relatives, and 
friends concerned about their loved ones current, 
suspected or past abuse of drugs or alcohol. Working 
together, members find ways of overcoming feelings 
of helplessness and despair. The weekly meetings are 
held on Thursdays at 7 p.m. at 654A Red Bud Road 
N.E. (beside Calhoun Counseling Center). There is 
no cost for membership.

-The Georgia Tobacco Quit Line 1-877-270-
stop (7867) provides free counseling, support and 
referral services for Georgia residents 18 years of age 
or older who want to stop using tobacco, as well as 
concerned parents of adolescents using tobacco. Call 
today to become tobacco-free!

Support Groups
Barton Funeral Home
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HERE’S YOUR SIGN
I love to read church 

marquis signs. We have 
a lady at Antioch who 
changes ours. I’m very 
observant about what she 
puts on the sign, but she 
doesn’t know that unless 
she’s reading this article. 

The message she leaves 
is always encouraging for 
the most part. Some of 
the messages are short, 
and others not so much. 
Some of them are simple, 
while others require a 
little more thought. This 
week’s message hit the 
nail on the head, as it read 
“The new year brings new 

challenges. Jesus brings 
new life.” 

With the New Year, 
many people set New 
Year’s resolutions. There 
are usually several things 
that we resolve to change 
about our self. Maybe it’s 
to overcome addictions, or 
maybe it’s to lose weight 
(which could result from 
a food addiction). Maybe 
it’s not so much of old 
habits that you want to 
give up. Maybe it’s new 
habits that you want to 
develop. You may want 
to give more to charities 
(like my youth ministry...

sorry I couldn’t help 
it). Perhaps you want 
to attend church more 
regularly. We should hope 
for more opportunity this 
year to serve the Lord. 
Personally, I hope that 
that I will have a little 
more time to spend at 
home with family. I need 
to devote more time to 
reading my Bible than I 
did last year. 

As a body of believers, 
I feel like we absolutely 
must give more time to 
prayer. We need to be in 
prayer for our spouses, our 
children, our families, our 

neighbors, our churches 
and church leaders, our 
schools, our government 
on all levels. In humility 
and thankfulness, I realize 
that there’s a whole lot 
more prayer going up for 
me than there is going out 
of me. So an increase in 
prayer time is at the top of 
my thoughts for change.

One thing we can all 
count on as this new year 
begins, is tribulation. 
The Lord tells us in John 
16:33, “These things I 
have spoken to you, that in 
Me you may have peace. 
In the world you will have 

tribulation; but be of good 
cheer, I have overcome 
the world.” Jesus wants to 
encourage us as we open 
new chapters of our lives 
that will bring depression 
and discouragement, 
knowing that He is with 
and for us.

Jesus wants to do 
something new in your 
life. He wants to restore 
and use us. As we begin 
this new year, let us 
surrender each day of our 
lives to the one who gives 
and sustains life. 

Be Blessed.

Randy Muse
Antioch Baptist Church 

Youth Minister
rmuse1@yahoo.com
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ONGOING 
-Philadelphia Christian 

School is located off 
Highway 41 between 
Calhoun and Adairsville. 
The school offers 4-year-old 
kindergarten through 12th 
grade, using the A-Beka 
curriculum. To find out 
more about the school, call 
the office at 706-625-3233.

-Faith Deliverance 
Ministry and Outreach 
will be taking donations of 
clothes, shoes, also all house 
hold items to help needy 
families. Call Minister 
Evelyn Adams at 706-671-
7988. 

-Celebrate Recovery, 
a faith based 12-step 
program, meets every 
Tuesday at 6 p.m. at 
Relevate Church in 
Ranger off 411. Call Nicole 
for information: 706-979-
4713/706-290-8028.

-East Calhoun Church 
of God, at 401 Peters 
Street, gives out groceries 
and clothing through the 
“Feed the Needy” ministry 
each Saturday from 11 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. The church 
hosts a miracle healing 
service every first Friday at 
7 p.m. For more information, 
contact “Feed the Needy” 
ministry director Florence 
Jones at 706-409-1981. 
Senior pastor is Keith Reid. 

CHURCH 
DIRECTORY
Fairmount United 

Methodist Church-Loving 
One Another To Christ. 
Sunday School at 10 a.m.; 
Worship Service at 11 
a.m. Children’s Church 
provided. New Minister now 
Leading. New programs and 
community outreach coming 
soon.

-Pastor Terry Reisner 
invites everyone to the 
Vision Pentecostal Ministry 
located at 401 South Wall 
Street in Calhoun. Come 
hear the truth of God’s Word 

Sundays at 11 a.m.
--Pine Chapel United 

Methodist Church, located 
at 2232 Pine Chapel Road in 
Resaca, “A place to begin, 
belong and become.” Sunday 
School, 10:15 a.m.; Worship, 
11 a.m. Pastor Louise W. 
Elmore.

-Resaca Assembly of 
God, located at 904 Resaca 
Lafayette Rd NW, would 
like to welcome everyone 
to please come and join in 
worship and meet our Pastor 
Steve Burns and his lovely 
wife Cathy. Sunday school at 
10 a.m., worship service on 
Sunday at 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.. 
Everyone is invited.

-Calhoun First United 
Methodist Church Sunday 
Worship times: 9:00 a.m., 
traditional worship; 10 a.m., 
Sunday school; 11 a.m., 
contemporary service (in the 
CAC). Calhoun First UMC 
is located at 205 East Line 
Street in downtown Calhoun.

-First Presbyterian 
Church, located at 829 Red 
Bud Road N.E. in Calhoun. 
Pastor David McDonald 
invites you to join us on 
Sunday for Sunday School at 
9:45 a.m., Worship Service 
at 11 a.m., and Bible Study 
Class Tuesday 10 a.m.

-Oakman Baptist 
Church located at 397 
Oakman Rd. Oakman, 
Georgia, has Sunday school 
at 10 a.m. Covered dish 
dinner every third Sunday 
following worship. Everyone 
is invited!

-Damascus Baptist 
Church, located on North 
Highway 41 in Calhoun, 
Sunday School at 10 a.m. 
Sunday worship at 11 a.m. 
and Sunday night at 6 p.m.

-Old Sugar Valley 
United Methodist Church 
located at 2659 Old Rome 
Dalton Road in Calhoun 
has Breakfast Social at 
9:30 am every Sunday. The 
church history is colorful, 
dating back to the Civil War, 
small cozy country church 
nothing fancy! Come join us!

-Faith Deliverance 

Ministry and Outreach 
with Evelyn M. Adams, 
Minister has been ordained 
as a Minister of the Gospel 
since 1972. Call anytime to 
come minister to your church 
of place or event at 706-337-
3241. 24-hour prayer line 
at 706-671-7988. Send all 
prayer requests to P.O Box 
394, Fairmount GA, 30139. 

-Pleasant Valley Baptist 
Church is a Bible believing 
& teaching church located 
in the Red Bud Community. 
Pastor Keith Gibson and the 
congregation invite you to 
come and worship with us at 
3882 Red Bud Rd., Calhoun. 
Opportunities for worship: 
Bible Study for all ages 10 
a.m., Children’s Church up 
to 5th grade 11a.m., Worship 
service 11 a.m. Wednesday 
night service times Prayer 
Bible Study and Student 
Ministries 7 p.m. 706-624-
0198, Find us on Facebook or 
email pvbccalhoun@gmail.
com

-Maranatha Baptist 
Church on Hwy 225 across 
from paradise Drag Strip, 
Calhoun would like to invite 
you to attend our services 
for Sunday School starting 
at 10 a.m., Worship Service 
at 10:45 a.m. Wednesday 
Night Services are at 7 p.m. 
Everyone is Welcome. Pastor 
Richard Webster.

-Evangelistic Outreach 
Ministries on 1590 Dews 
Pond Road. Pastor Mark 
Kirby invites everyone to 
Fellowship and Worship 
with us. Children’s Church 
on Sunday Services starts 
at 11:00am Childrens 
Church starts at 11:30am. 
Wednesday nights Bible 
Study 7:00pm-8:00pm. 
Come out and see what the 
Lord is doing!

-The College Street 
Church of God, 731 College 
St., Calhoun, 706-483-3666, 
pastor Dewayne Smith, 
holds weekly services: 
Sunday school at 10 a.m., 
Sunday; morning worship 
at 11 a.m., Sunday; Sunday 
night service at 6 p.m.; and 

Bible study on Wednesday 
at 7 p.m.

-Victory Fellowship 
Center, 925 Oothcalooga 
St., invites you to weekly 
worship services held at 11 
a.m. every Sunday morning. 
Pastor Joe Stewart and the 
VFC family also invite 
everyone to join each 
Wednesday at noon and 
7:30 p.m. for anointed and 
enlightening Bible studies. 
If you are looking to grow 
in your understanding of 
God’s plan for your life and 
gain greater insight of the life 
changing power of His word, 
come and join us as we study 
the word.

-Boone Ford Baptist 
Church invites you to 
attend its services for 
Sunday School starting at 
10 a.m. and Worship services 
at 11 a.m. every Sunday.  
Sunday night services are at 
6 p.m. on the first and third 
Sunday night of each month.  
Wednesday night services 
start at 7:30 p.m.  Everyone 
welcome.  Gary Quarles, 
pastor.

-Pleasant Hill Baptist 
Church and Pastor David 
Peeler invite everyone to 
attend weekly services. 
Sunday School begins at 10 
a.m. and worship at 11 a.m. 
Sunday evening activities 
and discipleship training 
begin at 6 p.m., and children’s 
and youth programs at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday service begins 
at 7 p.m., along with Bible 
study programs for children 
and youth.

-Pastor Steve Corbin 
invites everyone to 
regular services at New 
Zion Baptist Church. 
Sunday School is at 10 a.m., 

worship service at 11 a.m. 
and Sunday night service at 
6:30 p.m. Wednesday night 
Bible study is at 7:15 a.m. 
Everyone is welcome.

-Greater Mt. Tabor 
Baptist Church, 259 
Herring Road, NW, 
Armuchee, invites you to 
come worship and fellowship 
with us on Sunday morning 
at 11 a.m. Pastor Reginald 
McDaniel and Church 
Family also welcome you 
to attend Mid-Week Bible 
Study, Wednesday evening 
at 6 p.m. and Sunday School 
at 10 a..m..  We are a church 
on the move for Christ, come 
share with us as we grow in 
the Word of God.

-Resaca First Baptist 
Church and Pastor Rev. 
Harold Blackstock would 
like to invite you to attend 
our Sunday School at 10 
a.m. and worship at 11 a.m. 
Sunday night service is at 
6 p.m. Wednesday night 
service at 6 p.m. for children 
and youth.

-Liberty Baptist 
Church Pastor Gene 
Ratcliff invites everyone to 
church services in Ranger; 
service times are 10 a.m. 
Sunday School, 11 a.m. 
Sunday worship and 7 p.m. 
Wednesday worship.

-Brother Joe Hall and 
the congregation of Ranger 
Baptist invite everyone 
to its regular services on 
Sunday morning. Sunday 
School begins at 10 a.m. 
Worship is Wednesday night 
with dinner at 6:30 p.m. and 
Bible study at 7 p.m. For 
more information, call 706-
629-3425.

-Oak Grove Baptist 
Church of Adairsville is 

located at 997 Brownlee 
Mountain Road S.W. 
Service times are Sunday 
school 9:45 a.m., with 
worship at 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. 
on Sunday and 7 p.m. on 
Wednesday. Pastor: Roger 
Fisher.

-Fellowship Baptist 
Church of Plainville will 
hold a Brotherhood Breakfast 
on the second Sunday of 
each month at 8 a.m. 

-Hope in Christ 
Ministries, 306 Peters St., 
is holding services every 
Sunday morning. Adult 
Bible Study starts at 10 a.m. 
with praise/worship service 
at 11 a.m. Bishop W. S. 
(Billy) Weems is the pastor. 
Rev. Earnest Diamond Jr. 
is assistant pastor. For more 
information, call the church 
at 706-602-2433.

-Talking Rock Creek 
Chapel has a new pastor, the 
Pastor Donald Broaehurst 
and family. Service times 
are 9 a.m. for Sunday school 
and Children’s Church 
and 10 a.m. and 7 p.m. 
on Wednesday. For more 
information, call 706-669-
0854.

-Rev. Israel and Bishop 
Rita Partin Spaulding will 
host a Gathering of Eagles 
Revival Service each 
Saturday night at 6:30.
These meetings are designed 
for those individuals who 
have a desire to go higher in 
God. Come expecting your 
breakthrough. The location is 
799 Pine Street in the Church 
of God in Christ building. 
Rev. Israel and Bishop Rita 
are International Speakers 
with a Life Changing Word. 
For more information please 
call 423-883-3138.

The Basement to host 
Eric Gilmour Jan. 15-16

Get ready family for Friday, Jan. 
15, 2021 and Saturday, Jan. 16, 2021 
as The Basement hosts guest speaker 
and musical artist Eric Gilmour. 

Gilmour is an author, itinerant 
minister and musician, seeking 
to bring the Church into a deeper 
experience of Jesus. He believes that 
experiencing God at all times is the 
very source of the authentic Christian 
life. Gilmour has written multiple 
dozens of books, released countless 
songs and shared hundreds of videos 
on YouTube which have challenged 
innumerable believers to seek and 
find Jesus through continual rest in 
His presence. 

Doors will open at 6 p.m. and 
ALL are welcome. The Basement is 
located at 903D South Wall Street 

Calhoun. Make sure you invite family 
and friends and pack the house for an 
amazing night of worship and Gods 
presence.

STAFF REPORTS

Church Calendar
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CASH FLOW WITH JOE: Creative offers

Ashley and I were 
two broke kids straight 
out of college when we 
got started in real estate 
investing. We had a mound 
of student loan debt and 
no money in our pockets 
to invest. And because 
we had either been self-
employed or full-time 
students while in school, 
we had no real, verifiable 
income. That fact, 
coupled with a high debt 
to income ratio from the 

loans, meant banks didn’t 
want to lend us money to 
buy investment property. 
So in order to buy houses, 
we had to learn a different 
way. That “way” became 
the cornerstone of our 
business and is centered 
around making creative 
offers.

When we make an 
offer, we normally make 
two a time. The first will 
be a cash price that we 
make money off of. The 
other is some sort of 
financing offer. It can be a 
straight owner carry-back 
offer where the seller 
becomes the bank and 
agrees to accept payments 
over time for the property. 
Or it could be something 
like a subject-to offer, 
where we leave the seller’s 
mortgage in place after the 
sale and make payments 
on that mortgage until 
it is paid off. It could 
also be something like a 
lease option offer where 
we rent the property from 
the seller for a time and 
then have the ability to 
purchase the house from 

them for an agreed-upon 
price at the end.

These are just few 
deal strategies that we 
have used in the past 
that have allowed us to 
create profit centers in 
both cashflow and equity 
without having to go to a 
bank and with very little 
money out of pocket. 
But there are all kinds 
of creative deal structures 
out there that can be used 
to make a deal profitable. 
And Bill Cook, one of 
my main creative deal 
structuring teachers, will 
be conducting a three-day 
creative deal structuring 
course in February. If you 
are interested in learning 
more about that class, I 
will put a link to his page 
on my website here.

Now, I am used to 
making creative offers. 
But on the last house we 
listed, I was surprised 
to receive some creative 
offers from different 
buyer’s agents. The 
reason for this was that 
we got nine offers in one 
weekend. And the agents 

knew they were going to 
have to do something to 
make their client’s offers 
stand out and earn them 
the sale.

I thought this week I 
would go over a couple of 
them with you so you can 
see some of the creative 
things agents are doing 
in order to compete. I’d 
also like to show you how 
we decided to go with the 
right one.

Like I said, we got nine 
offers in one weekend, 
all of which were at or 
above list price. The first 
thing that happened was 
that anyone who could 
changed their offer to say 
we would not contribute 
anything to the buyers’ 
closing costs. This was 
great because it netted us 
more money at the closing 
by lowering our expenses.

One offer stuck out 
to me even though they 
still needed some funds 
to close. They wrote their 
offer to say they would 
beat the best offer up to 
a certain price if we went 
with them to compensate 

for needing the extra 
closing costs. I thought it 
was creative of the agent 
to put that clause in there.

Next, we filtered 
the offers based off of 
purchase price, mortgage 
type and projected close 
date.

That turned out to 
not be a one-size-fits-all 
solution for choosing the 
best offer because one 
agent offered to cut their 
commission. And even 
though their purchase 
price was lower, it netted 
us more funds than other 
offers because we paid 
less commission on the 
sale.

The one we went with 
had a quick sale date, and 
it was an FHA mortgage. 
It was over list price and 
included zero closing 
costs. But the agent did 
something creative. They 
asked for a zero due 
diligence period.

Due diligence is the 
time allotted in the contract 
for the buyer to inspect 
the property. During this 
time, they have the right 

to terminate and give no 
reason for doing it. This 
is problematic because 
when there’s a lot of 
buyer competition, people 
will put offers on multiple 
houses and then use the 
due diligence period to 
choose the house they 
want and cancel the rest, 
which hurts the rest of the 
sellers.

This agent asked for 
zero due diligence but 
asked for an inspection 
period instead. What that 
meant for us was we 
had a serious buyer who 
only wanted our house 
but wanted to make sure 
there were no underlying 
defects. We were good 
with that plan, and I 
applauded the buyer’s 
agent for bringing a 
strong, yet creative offer.

Joe and Ashley English 
buy houses and mobile 
homes in Northwest 
Georgia. For more 
information or to ask 
a question, go to www.
cashflowwithjoe.com or 
call Joe at 678-986-6813.

Joe & Ashley English
Owners of Focus 

Property Solutions, LLC
focuspropertysolutionsllc 

@gmail.com

FINANCIAL FOCUS: Time for New Year’s Financial Resolutions

Many of us probably 
felt that 2020 lasted a very 
long time. But now that 
2021 is upon us, we can 
make a fresh start – and 
one way to do that is to 
make some New Year’s 
resolutions. Of course, you 
can make these resolutions 
for all parts of your life 
– physical, emotional, 
intellectual – but have 
you ever considered some 
financial resolutions?

Here are a few such 
resolutions to consider:

•Don’t overreact 
to events. When the 
coronavirus pandemic 

hit in mid-February, the 
financial markets took 
a big hit. Many people, 
convinced that we were 
in for a prolonged slump, 
decided to take a “time 
out” and headed to the 
investment sidelines. 
But it didn’t take long 
for the markets to rally, 
rewarding those patient 
investors who stayed 
the course. Nothing is a 
certainty in the investment 
world, but the events of 
2020 followed a familiar 
historical pattern: major 
crisis followed by market 
drop followed by strong 
recovery. The lesson for 
investors? Don’t overreact 
to today’s news – because 
tomorrow may look quite 
different. 

•Be prepared. At 
the beginning of 2020, 
nobody was anticipating a 
worldwide pandemic and 
its terrible consequences, 
both to individuals’ health 
and to their economic 
well-being. None of us 
can foretell the future, 
either, but we can be 
prepared, and one way to 
do so is by building an 
emergency fund. Ideally, 

such a fund should be kept 
in liquid, low-risk vehicles 
and contain at least six 
months’ worth of living 
expenses.

•Focus on moves you 
can control. In response 
to pandemic-related 
economic pressures, 
some employers cut their 
matching contributions to 
401(k) plans in 2020. Will 
some future event cause 
another such reduction? 
No one knows – and 
even if it happens, there’s 
probably nothing you 
can do about it. Instead 
of worrying about things 
you can’t control, focus 
on those you can. When 
it comes to your 401(k) 
or similar employer-
sponsored retirement plan, 
put in as much as you can 
afford this year, and if your 
salary goes up, increase 
your contribution. 

•Recognize your 
ability to build savings. 
During the pandemic, the 
personal savings rate shot 
up, hitting a record of 
33% in April, according 
to the U.S. Bureau of 
Economy Analysis. It 
fell over the next several 

months, but still remained 
about twice as high as 
the rate of the past few 
years. Of course, much of 
this surge in Americans’ 
proclivity to save money 
was due to our lack of 
options for spending it, 
as the coronavirus caused 
either complete or partial 
shutdowns in physical 
retail establishments, 
as well as dining and 
entertainment venues. But 
if you did manage to boost 

your own personal savings 
when your spending was 
constrained, is it possible 
to remain a good saver 
when restrictions are 
lifted? Probably. And the 
greater your savings, the 
greater your financial 
freedoms – including the 
freedom to invest and 
freedom from excessive 
debt. When we reach a 
post-pandemic world, see 
if you can continue saving 
more than you did in 

previous years – and use 
your savings wisely.

These aren’t the only 
financial resolutions you 
can make – but following 
them may help you 
develop habits that could 
benefit you in 2021 and 
beyond.

This article was written 
by Edward Jones for use 
by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor. 
Edward Jones, Member 
SIPC

Dewayne Bowen
Financial Advisor  
at Edward Jones
dewayne.bowen@
edwardjones.com

FINANCE

To stay up to date on the latest  
community news, follow the  

Gordon Gazette on Facebook, 
Instagram and Twitter!



Recently, former U.S. 
Senator Johnny Isakson 
received the 2020 
Georgia Farm Bureau 
(GFB) Commodity Award 
in a private presentation 
at his Atlanta office. The 
GFB Commodity Award, 
one of the organization’s 
highest honors, is given 
to individuals who have 
supported and promoted 
Georgia agriculture.

“Georgia’s farmers 
received strong support 
from Senator Johnny 
Isakson throughout his 
time in public service,” 
said Georgia Farm 
Bureau President Tom 
McCall.  “No person is 
more deserving of this 
award.  It’s truly our 
pleasure to honor Senator 
Isakson with the Georgia 
Farm Bureau Commodity 
Award.”

Isakson served in 
the Georgia House, 
Georgia Senate, U.S. 
House and U.S. Senate 
during a political career 
that dated from 1976 to 
December 2019, when 
he retired from the U.S. 
Senate due to his health. 
Isakson was elected to 
three consecutive terms 
in the U.S. Senate. 

During his time in 
the Senate, due to the 
importance of poultry 
to Georgia’s economy, 
Isakson co-chaired the 
Senate Chicken Caucus 
with Sen. Chris Coons. 
Isakson also served on 
the Subcommittee on 
International Trade, 
Customs and Global 
Competitiveness. His 
work in the caucus and on 
the trade subcommittee 
opened up exports 
for Georgia poultry 
products around the 
world, particularly China 

and Africa. Isakson 
chaired both the Senate 
Committee on Veterans 
Affairs and the Select 
Committee on Ethics. 

On April 1, 2019, Sen. 
Isakson stood at the front 
table on the Senate floor 
for almost the entire roll 
call vote – more than 
two hours – asking 
his fellow senators to 
support taking action on 
House Resolution 268, 
a resolution to provide 
disaster assistance for 
farmers affected by 
Hurricane Michael. 
Isakson’s act, despite 
health issues, showed his 
commitment to Georgia 
farmers .  Although 
the motion failed to 
pass that day 44-49, 
because opponents felt 
the legislation did not 
contain enough funding 
for food nutrition 
programs for Puerto Rico, 
Congress did eventually 

pass legislation later in 
2019 to fund disaster 
assistance for Georgia 
farmers which was 
distributed earlier this 
year.  

Isakson learned about 
farming and gained 
an appreciation for 
agriculture as a youth, 
when he worked summers 
on his grandparents’ farm 
in Ben Hill County. He 
is a nine-time recipient 
of the Friend of Farm 
Bureau Award, given to 
members of Congress 
whose voting records 
align with American 
Farm Bureau Federation 
policy. 

Isakson graduated 
from the University of 
Georgia in 1966 and 
served in the Georgia Air 
National Guard 1966-
1972. He opened the 
first Cobb County office 
of Northside Realty and 
later worked as company 

president. Isakson and 
his wife, Dianne, live 
in Marietta and attend 
Mount Zion United 

Methodist Church. They 
have three children and 
nine grandchildren.

7AGordon GazetteWednesday, December 30, 2020

 Dealing with Human and Nuisance Wildlife Conflicts

 One great thing about 
living in the country is 
seeing an abundance of 
wildlife. At times on or 
close to our farm, we 
see a variety of wildlife 
from the coyote, deer, 
skunk, raccoon, fox, 
turkey, bobcat, opossum 
and even armadillo. I 
will add a bear was seen 
a few years back by a 
few of our community 
residents.  Recently, 
I took video of a buck 
swimming across the 
lake owned by neighbors. 
If you will stop and just 
watch nature and the 
wildlife around you, it 
can be a very amazing 

thing. On the flip side, 
sometimes wildlife can 
become a nuisance in 
some situations such as 
animals other than the 
birds eating the birdseed 
from a feeder or animals 
raiding the vegetable 
garden or fruit orchard. 

Our article today will 
share information from 
a UGA publication by 
Dr. Mike Mengak, UGA 
Wildlife Specialist, on 
how to handle situations 
where wildlife and 
humans have conflicts.

 For starters, we need 
to discuss legality issues. 
You need to remember 
that state and federal 
laws protect basically 
all wildlife. These 
laws set standards or 
regulations on which 
animal species can be 
harassed, harvested, 
trapped, hunted or 
harmed.  Wi ld l i fe 
according to Mengak are 
generally referenced as 
free-ranging, terrestrial 
ver tebra tes .  This 
normally includes snakes, 
lizards, frogs, toads and 
all other wild animals. 
Fish are normally treated 
separately. When you are 
dealing with a nuisance 

wildlife situation, you 
need to know what you 
can do legally. 

According to Mengak, 
the legality issues can be 
reviewed by researching 
the Wildlife Resources 
Division of the Georgia 
Department of Natural 
Resources. Note that all 
native birds are federally 
protected under the 
Migratory Bird Treaty 
Act. In fact, citizens may 
not pursue, hunt, take, 
capture, kill or possess at 
any time any migratory 
bird, their nest or egg. 
This includes feathers, 
shell or any other bird 
parts. The point is when 
dealing with nuisance 
wildlife you need to 
know what you can do 
legally or you can get in 
trouble.

Citizens can protect 
property from wildlife 
damage, but you need 
to seek the correct and 
legal way to  handle the 
situation.

You need to keep one 
simple thing in mind that 
wildlife need three things 
to call a site home. Those 
items are food, water 
and shelter. Many times, 
if you remove one of 

the three, the nuisance 
animal will normally 
leave. Many times 
leaving food out for the 
wildlife is the problem. 
For example, even the 
county agent is guilty of 
feeding his dogs and cats 
in the evening and also 
may leaving out more 
food than the pets will 
consume. Dog and cat 
food make a great easy 
meal for critters such as 
an opossum.

You can stop the 
problem by putting 
the pet food in a tight 
sealing container, feed 
the animals at a time the 
wild animals normally 
will not be out searching 
for food and by only 
putting out the right 
animal of food for your 
pets.

I know most people 
love to watch wildlife. 
My wife and dad have 
bird feeders. It is great 
way to attract birds. At 
the same time, you can 
attract squirrels that can 
raid the feeder or even 
rodents such as mice that 
will eat the bird seed 
that falls to the ground. 
The point is that when 
you attract animals you 

do want, you can attract 
others that you do not 
want. The best things is 
to know your wildlife.

Mengak states to learn 
the habits, preferences 
and requirements of 
offending animals and 
try to remove or modify 
the habitat to make it 
not as pleasing to that 
species. During summer 
months, I can receive 
many calls on snakes. 
Snakes like to consume 
mice or other rodents. 
Rodents need cover or 
shelter to feel safe. If 
you remove cover or 
hiding spots for mice, 
many times snakes will 
leave because the mice 
are gone. This can be 
removing wood or rock 
piles or keeping lawns at 
correct mowing heights.

In some situations, 
exclusion which can 
mean fencing or some 
sort of barrier can 
work. Deer can be a big 
problem in vegetable 
gardens. Some people 
may resort to fences, 
but for deer situations 
those fences may need 
to be at least 8 feet taller 
or higher. For smaller 
animals that like to dig, 

fence material such as 
chicken wire may have 
to buried up to a foot 
in the ground. Removal 
and even repellents can 
work if you follow laws 
on trapping and even 
releasing laws. You have 
to follow proper  uses of 
repellents such as where 
and on what they can 
be used on. Note, if a 
product sounds too good 
to be true, many times 
according to Mengak, it 
is. If you choose to use a 
repellent, make sure you 
read the label for correct 
use. Trapping may also 
need to be done by a 
licensed wildlife control 
operator.

Finally, again if 
dealing with a nuisance 
wildlife situation, make 
sure you are handling 
legally. For more 
information, contact 
UGA Extension- Gordon 
County at 706-629-8685 
or email gbowman@uga.
edu. 

We encourage readers 
to follow us on Facebook 
at Gordon County 
Extension/ Agriculture 
and Natural Resources.

Greg Bowman
Gordon County 
Extension Agent

gbowman@uga.edu

GORDON GROWN

GEORGIA FARM 
BUREAU

GFB honors Sen. Isakson with Commodity Award   
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HEALTH NEWS

Calhoun-Gordon County’s #1 Source for News

GEORGIA HEALTH NEWS: The Top 10 
Georgia health care stories in 2020

The impact of 
COVID-19 overwhelmed 
the news cycle – and 
public discussion — 
during 2020.

That’s why it’s 
difficult to include any 
other topics in our annual 
Top 10 Georgia health 
care stories of the year.

Nevertheless, we put 
COVID-related stories 
in our first five slots. 
It very well could have 
been all 10.

Here’s our list. Let us 
know what you think – 
and what we missed.

(No. 1) Albany 
became an early hot 
spot for the virus. 
Phoebe Putney Memorial 
Hospital in Albany was 
flooded with coronavirus 
patients in March after 
the disease spread 
among mourners at two 
crowded funerals in the 
southwest Georgia city. 
The uncontrolled spread 
of the disease in the 
community gave Albany 
and Dougherty County 
one of the highest per-
capita infection rates in 
the entire nation in the 
pandemic’s early stages. 
Phoebe’s CEO said the 
surge rapidly consumed 
hospital supplies of 
personal protective 
equipment: “We went 
through six months’ 
worth in five days,’’ 
Scott Steiner told GHN.

2. December brought 
record cases and 
hospitalizations just as 
vaccines finally began 
to arrive. Hospital 
ICUs filled up as 
Georgia reported single-
day records for new 
COVID cases, including 
more than 10,600 on 
Christmas Eve. COVID 

hospitalizations in the 
holiday season surpassed 
records set during 
the summer. As these 
numbers grew more 
alarming, experts hoped 
for a better 2021 as the 
first shots of COVID 
vaccine were given to 
medical workers.

 
3. The disease hit 

disproportionately hard 
in African-American 
and Latino communities, 
and in rural areas. 
Communities of color 
in Georgia and the U.S. 
drew higher percentages 
of COVID cases and 
deaths. One possible 
reason was that more 
people of color were 
serving as essential 
workers, directly in the 
path of the virus, USA 
Today reported. Decades 
of discrimination in 
housing has put people 
of color into dense 
neighborhoods, fueling 
the spread of the virus. 
Older people, already at 
greater risk of ill effects 
from the virus, died in 
large numbers in the 
early outbreaks, which 
disproportionately struck 
rural nursing homes and 
other long-term care 
facilities.

4. Mask requirements 
sparked controversy. 
While many public health 
and hospital officials 
called for statewide 
requirements for mask 
wearing. Gov. Brian 
Kemp stood firm against 
that, saying masks 
should be encouraged 
but not mandated. That 
brought him into conflict 
with Atlanta Mayor 
Keisha Lance Bottoms, 
who required masks in 
public in the city. Kemp 
argued that that the 
mayor’s mask mandate 
violated his emergency 
order  prohib i t ing 

localities from being 
more restrictive than 
the state. The standoff 
eventually eased when 
Kemp withdrew a lawsuit 
against city officials and 
the limits of the Atlanta 
rules were spelled out.

5. Pandemic plans 
and Affordable Care 
Act protections become 
campaign  i s sues . 
Democrats accused 
President Trump and 
fellow Republicans 
of mishandling the 
pandemic. Republicans 
said the Democrats 
had taken inconsistent 
positions on the virus and 
had made errors in the 
states they controlled. 
Democrats also said that 
people with pre-existing 
conditions (covered 
by the ACA) were at 
risk from Republican 
policies, though GOP 
candidates said they still 
planned to protect such 
people. Ultimately, the 
electoral results across 
the nation were less 
sweeping than analysts 
predicted, suggesting 
that health care 
controversies are by no 
means settled. But now 
all eyes are on Georgia 
and its two Senate runoff 
races, to be decided Jan. 
5, which will determine 
which party controls the 
chamber.

6. Gov. Kemp’s 
waiver plans got federal 
approval. Kemp’s plan 
to add low-income 
Georgians to the 
Medicaid rolls would set 
fairly stiff requirements 
for eligibility, such as 
employment or other 
activities. A second 
waiver would allow a 
reinsurance program, 
which has lowered 
insurance premiums in 
other states. It also would 
replace healthcare.gov 

with a state-run, private 
insurance pathway 
to coverage. Critics, 
especially Democrats, 
said the governor’s 
Medicaid plan would 
deliver much lower 
enrollment numbers than 
a standard Medicaid 
expansion, which Kemp 
and other Republicans 
have long opposed. And 
some consumer groups 
slammed the second 
waiver plan, saying 
healthcare.gov has 
worked too well to be 
replaced.

7. A nursing home 
exec’s funding plan 
left Georgia on the 
hook with the feds. 
Ronnie Rollins used a 
controversial loophole 
to secure $300 million 
in bonus payments 
for his nonprofit 
nursing home chain. A 
federal investigation 
called the payments 
“inappropriate,” and 
Georgia is caught in 
a multimillion-dollar 
dispute. Though Rollins 
is not accused of 
wrongdoing, the feds say 
the state must now come 
up with $76 million 
to resolve the matter. 
Rollins and state officials 
have pushed back, and 
the issue hasn’t yet been 
resolved.

8. Coal ash and water 
contamination put a 
Middle Georgia town in 
the spotlight. Testing of 
private drinking wells 
in Juliette near Plant 
Scherer, the nation’s 
la rges t  coal - f i red 
power plant, has found 
contaminants in the 
water. Georgia Power, 
which runs the plant, 
said it has identified 
no risk to public health 
or drinking water. The 
company is trying to 
convince regulators to 
allow it to leave more 
than half of its coal ash 
in unlined ponds at plant 
sites spread across the 
state. Meanwhile, 45 
Central Georgia residents 
claimed in a lawsuit that 
the utility has unlawfully 
released, discharged 
and deposited coal ash 
into their community’s 
drinking water source. 
And an investigation by 
Georgia Health News and 
ProPublica found that 
the utility paid over $15 
million for nearly 1,900 
acres close to five of its 
12 power plant sites.

9. Lead poisoning 
from soil and older 
homes continued to be 
a widespread danger. 
A GHN investigation 
identified ZIP Codes 

with high percentages 
of children showing 
elevated levels of lead 
in their blood. These 
included urban areas, 
such as Savannah and 
Augusta, and rural parts 
of the state. The EPA, 
meanwhile, widened 
its investigation of 
properties in the westside 
of Atlanta that had 
dangerous levels of lead, 
a powerful neurotoxin, in 
their soil.

10. A state contract 
to supply health care 
workers went to a 
politically connected 
firm. A unit of Alpharetta-
based Jackson Healthcare 
stood to earn more than 
$300 million from a 
state contract to supply 
nurses and other medical 
workers to hospitals and 
nursing homes in Georgia 
during the pandemic. The 
fact that the company 
got a no-bid contract 
after years of donating 
to leading Republican 
politicians led critics to 
claim favoritism. But 
the Kemp administration 
and the company said the 
arrangement was above 
board and had worked 
out well.

Andy Miller is CEO 
and editor of Georgia 
Health News.

ANDY MILLER, 
Georgia Health News
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At Georgia Highlands 
College (GHC), budding 
entrepreneurs can now 
gain and hone the skills 
necessary to imagine, 
create and run a successful 
venture thanks to GHC’s 
new Entrepreneurship 
pathway launching in the 
2021 spring semester.

Cur ren t ly,  the 
E n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p 
pathway, which is housed 
under the School of 
Business and Professional 
Studies, is geared toward 
individuals who may 
not need nor want a full 
bachelor’s degree in order 
to get started on their new 
business venture.

In this pathway, 
students will take a 
hands-on approach to 
starting a business and 
will have constructed a 
comprehensive business 
plan upon completion.

“Students will tackle 
real world challenges 
through experiential 
learning,” Assistant 
Professor of Business 

Administration Shanika 
Wright-Turner said. “They 
will have the opportunity 
to hear from successful 
business leaders and 
they will also participate 
in the GHC Charger 
Innovation Challenge, 
which is a student-based 
competition similar to the 
popular TV show ‘Shark 
Tank.’”

The plan to bring 
this type of program 
to communities across 
northwest Georgia was 
important to faculty at 
GHC.

“Innovation is the vital 
spark of our economy. 
This includes not only 
the ideas that launch new 
businesses, but those 
that improve existing 
ones,” Dean of School of 
Business and Professional 
Studies Melanie Largin 
said. “In GHC’s role as an 
economic driver for our 
region, we saw the need to 
implement a program that 
could graduate students 
with the tools they needed 
to bring innovative ideas 
into fruition quickly.”

The pathway will be 

taught in spring 2021 via 
an eClassroom format 
with plans to later offer 
additional class options.

“eClassroom is 
different than typical 
online instruction,” 
Largin said. “With an 
eClassroom, you meet 
with an instructor and 
participate in activities 
and lecture in real time. 
This format also gives 
you an opportunity to 
ask questions of your 
professor and interact 
with your peers.”

Wright-Turner and 
Assistant Professor of 
Business Administration 
and Economics Oris 
Gu i l l aume  bo th 
developed courses for 
the pathway and will be 
teaching various courses. 
Both are faculty with 
industry knowledge 
and experience in 
entrepreneurship.

“In addition, the 
content of our program 
has been guided by a 
successful entrepreneur, 
Mr. Pat Manna,” Largin 
said. “Mr. Manna 
initiated from ‘zero’ to 

‘breaking critical mass’ 
three startup companies, 
with one culminating in 
an initial public offering, 
and has advised business 
programs at the Citadel, 
the College of Charleston, 
Fordham University and 
New York University. He 
has helped GHC launch 
the Charger Innovation 
Challenge and begin 
development of a mentor 
network.”

Largin added that 

though the program is 
perfect for those who 
want to start a business, 
it is also designed for 
anyone looking to “launch 
innovative changes at 
their own companies.”

“Our goal is to equip 
our students with the tools 
to start a small business 
or continue growing their 
venture,” Wright-Turner 
said. “You can start or 
improve a business based 
on any concept you’re 

passionate about, given 
that there is a need in 
the market, you have an 
entrepreneurial mindset 
and you grow from your 
mistakes.”

The deadline to apply 
for admission to GHC is 
Dec. 15. Admitted GHC 
students can register 
for the entrepreneurship 
courses through Jan 15. 
Please visit highlands.edu 
for more information.

GEORGIA HIGHLANDS COLLEGE: New GHC business 
pathway for entrepreneurs launches next semester

GEORGIA HIGHLANDS 
COLLEGE

 A Berry College 
professor is conducting 
research on the 
potential benefits of 
High Intensity Interval 
Training (HIIT) in older 
adults and people with 
multiple sclerosis (MS). 
HIIT exercise sessions 
require participants to 
cycle between higher and 
lower intensities every 
minute for a total of 10 
cycles and 20 minutes.

“This research is 
incredibly significant 
to public health as the 
population ages and the 
number of individuals 
wi th  neurological 
disease rises. It could 

produce a shift in 
rehabilitation programs 
for those impacted 
by disease-related 
cognitive declines,” 
said Assistant Professor 
of Kinesiology Lizzie 
Hubbard, who is also 
director of the Exercise 
Psychophysiology Lab.  

H u b b a r d  a n d 
her  undergraduate 
r e s e a r c h e r s  a r e 
examining the potential 
benefit of HIIT using 
internal ratings of 
intensity in mitigating 
any normal age-related 
effects on cognitive 
function. In the HIIT-
Aging study, participants 
are assessed with several 
standard tests to evaluate 
their cognitive function, 

exercise performance, 
and overall enjoyment of 
the HIIT exercise. 

Hubbard is hopeful 
that HIIT exercise could 
be a safe and effective 
prescription for older 
adults with cognitive 
impa i rment ,  l ike 
dementia or Alzheimer’s 
disease.

Hubbard is also 
researching the potential 
benefit of adaptive HIIT 
in persons with MS. In 
the HIIT-MS project, 
which is funded by 
the National Multiple 
Sclerosis  Socie ty, 
Hubbard is examining 
the preliminary benefits 
of 12 weeks of HIIT 
using an adaptive piece 
of equipment on fitness, 

walking performance, 
and cognition in persons 
with MS.

H u b b a r d  a n d 
t h e  E x e r c i s e 

Psychophysiology Lab 
are currently seeking 
participants who have MS 
for the HIIT-MS study. 
For more information, 

or to participate, visit 
h u b b a r d e p l . w e e b l y .
com, call 706-591-8510, 
or email hubbardepl@
berry.edu. 

Exercise and Agining study being conucted at Berry
BERRY COLLEGE

for Business!
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myfirstbank.com

Visit us at:

MY BANK HAS THE TOOLS  
I NEED TO MANAGE MY BUSINESS
From business checking to merchant services, we’re ready to help your business 
thrive. And being locally owned and managed means you’ll get the attention 
you deserve every time. Make the switch and see what you get with a real 
banking relationship. At First Bank of Calhoun, YOU are first!

197 W.C. Bryant Pkwy
Calhoun, GA

(706) 629-1500

“As a business owner, customer service is top priority. First Bank of Calhoun  
delivers the customer service that you don’t see much of these days. They are  

attentive and always ready to help with my financial needs.”
– Kevan Carpenter, Commercial Floor Resources

was required to set bond. According 
to Gordon County Jail records, Jones 
remains in jail as of Dec. 30, 2020, 
where he faces more than 40 charges, 
including Murder, Aggravated Assault 
on a Law Enforcement Officer, False 
Imprisonment and First Degree Cruelty 
to Children, among others.

Fairmount officials sworn into 
office at the first City Council 
meeting of 2020: On Monday night, 
Jan. 6, the Fairmount City Council 
held their first meeting of the year. 
The meeting began with incoming 
Mayor Steve Brannon, and council 
members JR Holsomback and Billy 
Mauldin being sworn in to office. 
Mayor Brannon previously served 
Fairmount as mayor from 2000-2008, 
and ran for mayor again last year 
when former mayor Calvin Watts did 
not seek re-election. Holsomback and 
Mauldin were both re-elected to their 
council posts in the Municipal General 
Election in November. 

Mayor, councilman sworn into 
office at first Resaca Town Council 
meeting of 2020: On Tuesday night, 
Jan. 14, newly elected Resaca Mayor 
Nathan Wyatt was sworn into office by 
former mayor Samuel Allen. Wyatt was 
previously a Town Councilmember, 
running for mayor this past election 
when Allen did not seek re-election. 
Also that night, Wyatt swore in new 
Councilmember Ben Niles.

Swink recognized for 15 years 
of service on Calhoun City Schools’ 
Board of Education: At the Monday 
night, Jan. 27, 2020 meeting of the 
Calhoun City Schools’ Board of 
Education, a retirement reception was 
held for Board member Tony Swink, 

who spent 15 years serving the school 
system.

Walmart Health holds grand 
opening; Wahlberg makes special 
appearance at event: Making local 
community lives healthier at an 
economical price is the concept of 
Walmart Health, who opened their 
second Georgia store on Wednesday, 
Jan. 29, 2020 at Walmart Calhoun, 
located at 448 West Belmont Drive. 
Representatives from Walmart, 
Walmart Health, Calhoun Mayor 
Jimmy Palmer and Gordon County 
Chamber President & CEO Kathy 
Johnson were all on hand at the official 
store opening and ribbon cutting, with 
a special appearance made at the event 
by movie star Mark Wahlberg.

FEBRUARY 2020

Community turns out in support 
of Calhoun Comic & Toy Expo: 
Dozens of vendors set up for the first 
ever Calhoun Comic & Toy Expo, 
held Saturday, Feb. 1, at the American 
Legion Post #47 on West Line Street in 
Calhoun. The banquet hall was packed 
with many dealers of comic books, 
toys and memorabilia, with popular 
local authors, artists and actors on 
the comic book convention circuit in 
attendance.

Tornado confirmed; road 
damaged due to heavy rain: Gordon 
County officials announced on Friday, 
Feb. 7, 2020 that the damage along 
East Plainview Road in eastern Gordon 
County early Thursday morning, Feb. 
6, was due to a tornado. The EF-0 
tornado touched down around 5:20 
a.m. Thursday morning, with maximum 
wind speeds of 85 m.p.h. According to 
the National Weather Service, who 
investigated the incident, the tornado 
was on the ground for approximately 
2-3 minutes, covering a 2.1-mile long 
path about 200 yards wide. 

Worley named administrator for 
City of Calhoun: At the Monday 
night, Feb. 10, 2020 meeting of the 
Calhoun City Council, Mayor Jimmy 
Palmer and the Council accepted the 
resignation of City Administrator 
Eddie Peterson, who was placed under 
administrative leave on Jan. 21 after 
he was arrested on a charge of DUI on 
Jan. 18. The Council then appointed 
Paul Worley to the City Administrator 
position. At that time, Worley had 
worked for the City of Calhoun for 19 
years. The first 10 years he spent as 
the Assistant Superintendent at Fields 
Ferry Golf Club, and then spent six 
years as City Clerk. The previous three 
years he had served as the Assistant 
City Administrator.

NTSB releases preliminary report 
concerning Feb. 8 plane crash in 
Fairmount: The NTSB released their 
preliminary findings Feb. 27, 2020 on 
the Feb. 8, 2020 plane crash off Mauldin 
Road in Fairmount on Wednesday. The 
four-page report stated that at 10:30 
EST, a Cessna 501, N501RG, was 
substantially damaged after an inflight 
breakup where the private pilot, Roy 
Smith, 68, of Fayetteville, Ga.; a 
commercial pilot, Raymond Sluk, 63, 
of Senoia, Ga., Smith’s son, Morgan 
Smith, 25, of Atlanta and Savannah 
Sims, 23, of Atlanta died of multiple 
blunt force trauma. 

Local United Way celebrates 
exceeding 2019 campaign goal, 
reaches more than $800k in donations: 
On Friday, Feb. 28, the United Way 
of Gordon County staff, Board of 
Directors and Partner Agencies held 
a celebration to celebrate exceeding 
their 2019 campaign goal, raising more 
than $800,500.

MARCH 2020
2020 Local Elections: Qualifying 

ended at noon on Friday, March 6, 
2020 for locally elected offices, and 

as previously reported, there were no 
Democrats to qualify for office this 
election cycle, and eight of the 12 
local offices did not have opposition. 
All of the local offices were decided 
in May during the General Primary 
Election. 

City Council receives project 
updates; new Zaxby’s location on 
Richardson Road near completion: 
The Calhoun City Council met on 
Monday night, March 9, 2020 in an 
abbreviated meeting marked by project 
updates, along with a few public 
hearings. Mayor Pro Tem George 
Crowley told the Council that the 
new Zaxby’s, located behind Starbucks 
on Richardson Road, is making good 
progress. The new location opened in 
spring 2020.

Gordon Central Press Box 
remodel begins: The Gordon County 
Board of Education met on Monday, 
March 9, and discussed several items 
of business, announcing that the 
Gordon Central Press Box renovation 
project was underway. The remodel 
was to make the aging press box safer, 
and included securing and refacing 
the outside, new flooring, a roof and 
fencing on the top of the press box, 
along with electrical work and a new 
system. The project came in under the 
$184,000 originally budgeted.

City of Calhoun, Gordon County 
approve Joint Resolution declaring 
State of Emergency: The Calhoun City 
Council, during a regularly scheduled 
meeting on March 24, and the Gordon 
County Board of Commissioners in 
a special called meeting, approved 
a joint resolution Monday night, 
declaring a State of Emergency due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
State of Emergency established many 
regulations in Calhoun and Gordon 
County, including closing all in-person 
dining and consumption of alcohol at 
restaurants and bars; having businesses 
restrict in-person contact as much 
as possible, among other measures 
to ensure public safety during the 
outbreak locally of COVID-19.

Check out the Saturday, Jan 2, 2021 
issue of the Gordon Gazette E-Edition 
for the second quarter 2020 Year in 
Review.

2020 
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Heritage 2021
Celebrating the past, present  
and future of Gordon County

This special, online publication of the Gordon Gazette 
will be FREE for all to enjoy beginning Thursday,  

Feb. 22, 2021, in observance and honor of 
the 171st birthday of Gordon County.

The Gordon Gazette proudly introduces

roll of toilet paper in the parking lot 
in front of Rroom 106 and a pair of burnt 
jeans also in the parking lot. Officers 
walked to the room, and heard a female 
yelling and observed a white, powder-like 

substance on the ground inside and outside 
of the room. After separating Wardrick 
and Clark, officers spoke to the man, who 
said that Clark was accusing him of being 
sweet to the girl at the front desk. He told 
the officer that there was nothing going 
on, and that everything was okay. He told 
officers nothing physical happened; that 
he did not want to press charges and just 
wanted to be left alone.

Another officer talked to Clark, who 
said she burned the jeans using the toilet 
paper because the jeans belonged to 
Wardrick. She said she did not want 
Wardrick wearing the jeans for another 
woman. The officer noted that Clark kept 
putting her hands in her pockets and was 
advised to keep her hands out of her 
pockets. Clark told the officer she was 
mad at her fiancé, Wardrick, because he 

had made multiple passes at other females 
right in front of her. She said that she had 
been drinking “a lot” that day, and told the 
officer she’d been drinking fireball. 

Clark was placed under arrested and 
transported to Gordon County Jail, where 
she was charged with misdemeanor 
Criminal Trespass FVA and misdemeanor 
Disorderly Conduct. She remained in jail 
at press time on Wednesday, Dec. 30.

ARREST 
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beer and wine package license 
request at a location of 1600 Dews 

Pond Road by Madan Patel at Ginger’s 
Grocery was held. Mr. Patel will also 
serve as the store manager. The request 
is eligible for a public hearing Jan. 25. 

The Council approved the 2021 
pawn license renewal for Pete’s Music 

& Pawn.
The Council approved the 2021 

beer and wine pouring license renewal 
for Gondolier’s Pizza and Harris Arts 
Center.

The Council approved the 2021 

beer, wine and liquor pouring license 
renewal for Lupitas Restaurant.

The next meeting of the Calhoun 
City Council will be held at 7 p.m. on 
Monday, Jan. 11, 2021 at the Depot in 
downtown Calhoun.

CITY 
From page 1A


