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Gordon County 
Elections and Voter 
Registration Chair Shea 
Hicks said earlier this 
week that according to 
the Secretary of State’s 
office, all of Georgia’s 
6.9 million active 
voters have been mailed 
absentee ballot request 
forms for the Tuesday, 

May 19 General Primary 
Election.

Secretary of State 
Brad Raffensperger 
announced in late March 
that his office would be 
mailing absentee ballot 
request forms to every 
Georgia voter to ensure 
all Georgians can vote 
without fear for their 
health by supplementing 
extra measures to ensure 

those who rely on 
in-person voting to access 
the ballot can do so safely 
during the COVID-19 
pandemic.

“Voters will choose 
whether they want to vote 
in the Democratic Party 
Primary or Republican 
Party Primary, sign their 
name, add a stamp and 
put the applications in 
the mail,” said Hicks. “If 

you have more than one 
person in your family 
that needs to request an 
absentee ballot, you can 
mail these applications 
for an absentee ballot 
together in one envelope. 
Gordon County voters can 
also take a photo or scan 
the signed application 
and email it to shicks@
gordoncounty.org.”

If for some reason a 

registered voter did not 
receive an application, 
visit the Gordon County 
website and print off 
an application for an 
absentee ballot at www.
gordoncounty.org.

Hicks said the last day 
to send in a request for an 
absentee ballot is May 15, 
2020. Once an application 
for an absentee ballot 
is completed, the 

appropriate ballot will be 
mailed out to the voter, 
which will be counted if 
it’s received by the time 
polls close at 7 p.m. on 
Tuesday, May 19.

According to Hicks, 
voters who already 
participated in the 
Presidential Primary will 

Officials with the 
United States Census 
Bureau want to remind 
the public that it’s time 
to respond to the 2020 
Census. Blue cards have 
been mailed out to all 
addresses as a reminder 
to complete this year’s 
Census.

The Census began 
with Census Day, or the 
reference date of where 
you live, on April 1. 
Many in the community, 

however, have been 
more concentrated on 
preparing for the shelter 
in place orders due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
Luckily, this Census 
offers the opportunity 
to respond online at 
m y 2 0 2 0 c e n s u s . g o v . 
The 2020 Census is the 
first time Census taking 
will be offered online, 
making it easier than 
ever to take the Census. 
There is still the option 
to call in and take the 
Census, or use the paper 
format of taking the 

Census. There is just 10 
questions to answer on 
the 2020 Census.

The U.S Constitution 
mandates a headcount 
every 10 years of 
everyone residing in 
the United States and 
includes Puerto Rico 
and the island areas of 
the U.S. This includes 
people of all ages, races, 
ethnic groups, citizens 
and non-citizens…if you 
live in the United States, 
it is imperative you are 
counted in the Census.

The goal of the 

DON’T FORGET: It’s time to complete the 2020 Census
Brandi Owczarz
gordongazettega@gmail.com

Atlanta, GA – Today 
Governor Brian P. Kemp, 
Lieutenant Governor 
Geoff Duncan, and 
House Speaker David 
Ralston announced plans 
to extend Georgia’s 

public health state of 
emergency through May 
13, 2020 to mitigate 
the spread of COVID-
19. Under state law, the 
Governor may renew 
the public health state 
of emergency, which was 
otherwise set to expire 
on April 13, 2020. Lt. 

Governor Duncan and 
Speaker Ralston agree 
it is necessary for the 
public health emergency 
to be renewed and 
will not be requesting 
a special legislative 
session, which was 
tentatively scheduled for 
April 15, 2020.

“To ensure the 
health and well-being of 
Georgians, I will extend 
the public health state of 
emergency through May 
13, 2020. This measure 
will allow us to continue 
to deploy resources to 
communities in need, 
lend support to frontline 

medical providers, and 
keep preparing as we 
brace for potential patient 
surge in our healthcare 
facilities. We deeply 
appreciate the hard 
work of Georgians who 
are sheltering in place, 
using social distancing, 
and helping us flatten the 

curve. We are in this fight 
together,” said Governor 
Kemp. “I appreciate 
Lt. Governor Duncan 
and Speaker Ralston 
continuing to work with 
us to ensure resources are 

State officials announce plans to extend Public Health 
State of Emergency through May 13, 2020

OFFICE OF GOVERNOR 
BRIAN KEMP

Update from the Gordon County Board of Elections 
concerning absentee ballots for the General Election Primary

See STATE,  
page 9A

Brandi Owczarz
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Local karate studio provides lunch for employees of AdventHealth 
Gordon in recognition of Patient Access Services Week

United Karate Studios, located 
on South Park Avenue in downtown 
Calhoun, recognized the Patient Access 
Services employees of AdventHealth 

Gordon on Tuesday, April 7, with lunch 
provided by locally owned S&J Events 
and Café in recognition of Patient 
Access Services Week.

Brandi Owczarz
gordongazettega@gmail.com

See PATIENT SERVICES, 
page 9A

AdventHealth Gordon Patient Access Services, pictured left to right: Tanya Collis, 
Cassie Patania, Sue Reeves, Mary Dean, Larry Rogers (security), Raven Babb, 
Miranda Sutton, Nancy Weaver, Carrie Hyder, Jennifer Parrish. Not pictured: Rhonda 
Worley, Jennifer Jackson and Ashley Juarez.

See CENSUS,  
page 9A

ATLANTA, GA – 
Attorney General Chris 
Carr is warning Georgians 
that scammers are using 
fraudulent websites, 
texts and emails to steal 
consumers’ personal or 
financial information 
and/or to install malware 
on their devices.

“Scammers  are 
pursuing different 
angles related to the 
Coronavirus pandemic 

to commit identity 
theft, create chaos and 
steal people’s money,” 
caut ions  At torney 
General Carr.  “People 
should be very wary of 
messages containing 
links or requests for their 
personal or financial 
information.”

The  At to rney 
General’s Consumer 
Protection Division has 
received complaints 
about text messages that 
state “Someone who 
came in contact with 

you tested positive or 
has shown symptoms 
for COVID-19 and 
recommends you self-
isolate/get tested. More 
at COVID-19anon.com/
alert.” The website 
people are directed to 
asks them to enter their 
phone number. This is 
concerning because the 
person or organization 
running this website is 
anonymous, and this 
is just one of many 
suspicious websites 
out there. There are 

currently well over 
110,000 suspicious 
C O V I D - 1 9 - r e l a t e d 
domains registered. 
Some of these fraudulent 
websites have been 
set up to collect bank 
account information, 
email addresses and 
passwords.

Similarly, there have 
also been reports of 
emails that purport to be 
from hospitals, warning 
consumers that they may 
have come in contact 
with someone who tested 

positive for COVID-19. 
In this scenario, the scam 
emails contain an Excel 
file attachment, which, 
when downloaded, 
installs malware on the 
recipient’s device. The 
malware may allow the 
attackers to steal log-
in credentials for sites 
you have visited, look 
for open shares on the 
network and view all 

SCAM ALERT: Carr warns Georgians of fake 
COVID19 websites, texts and emails

OFFICE OF GEORGIA 
ATTORNEY GENERAL  
CHRIS CARR

See SCAM, 
page 9A

See ELECTION, 
page 10A
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Second Front

AdventHealth Gordon is pleased to 
announce that Wes Fetner has been 
promoted to assistant chief nursing 
officer of AdventHealth Gordon and 
AdventHealth Murray. 

Fetner has been part of the 
AdventHealth team for over seven 
years and recently served as director 
of operational excellence and director 
of patient experience. His new role 
as assistant chief nursing officer will 
assume directorship of the intensive 
care unit, progressive care unit, 
medical-surgical unit, surgical unit and 
education department at AdventHealth 
Gordon and the medical-surgical and 

surgical units at AdventHealth Murray. 
“We are thrilled to have Wes grow 

into this new role,” said Amy Jordon, 
chief nursing officer of AdventHealth 
Gordon, AdventHealth Murray and 
the Southeast region. “I am confident 
his leadership will be a great benefit 
to our inpatient units and continued 
growth of AdventHealth Gordon and 
AdventHealth Murray.”

Fetner resides in Calhoun with his 
wife, Nicole, and their four children. 
Outside of his profession, Fetner 
enjoys spending time with his family, 
woodworking, gardening and being 
outdoors.

About AdventHealth Gordon
Founded in 1935, AdventHealth 

Gordon is proud to be a member of 

AdventHealth. With a sacred mission 
of Extending the Healing Ministry of 
Christ, AdventHealth is a connected 
system of care for every stage of life and 
health. More than 80,000 skilled and 
compassionate caregivers in physician 
practices, hospitals, outpatient clinics, 
skilled nursing facilities, home health 
agencies and hospice centers provide 
individualized, wholistic care. A shared 
vision, common values, focus on whole-
person health and commitment to 
making communities healthier unify the 
system’s nearly 50 hospital campuses 
and hundreds of care sites in diverse 
markets throughout almost a dozen 
states. For more information about 
AdventHealth, visit AdventHealth.com 
or Facebook.com/AdventHealth.

Fetner promoted to assistant chief nursing officer of 
AdventHealth Gordon and AdventHealth Murray
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AdventHealth Gordon

Shorter University has announced 
recipients of competitive scholarships 
for the 2020-2021 academic year. 

Calhoun resident Cooper L. Hunt 
received a Presidential Scholarship. 
The Gordon Central High School 
senior is the son of Jamey and Leigh-
Ann Hunt. He is an active member of 
Sonoraville Baptist Church, where he 
serves as an A/V tech. He is a member 

of the 2019-20 Gordon County Youth 
Leadership Council, the Fellowship 
of Christian Athletes Impact Team, 
and a movie critic for The Gordon 
Gazette newspaper (see page 10A). 

Hunt has won GHSA-AA Region 
Championships in literary team, 
personal essay and men’s quartet and 
state championships in one-act play 
(for Bright Star in 2019 and Godspell 
in 2016) and literary team. He was a 
state runner-up in men’s quartet. He 
was part of a group that won the Shuler 

Hensley Award for Best Ensemble for 
The Spitfire Grill in 2017. He made 
Gordon Central’s honor roll for four 
year, and received awards for highest 
GPA in dual enrollment World History 
(2017-18), AP United States History 
and Honors American Literature (both 
in 2018-19). He also won Gordon 
Central’s Best Actor in a Leading 
Role Award for his appearance of the 
2019 production of The Mystery of 
Edwin Drood.

Cooper Hunt receives scholarship to Shorter University
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We want to take this time to 
let our citizens know that Gordon 
County, Calhoun and leadership and 
public safety from all municipalities 
continue to work alongside each other 
to address issues relevant to COVID-
19 within our community.

Today we held the sixth meeting 
via web conference of the Calhoun-
Gordon County COVID-19 Pandemic 
Task Force comprised of all local 
governments, state government, 
public safety agencies, schools, skilled 
nursing facilities, assisted living 
facilities, public health, churches, 
non-profit organizations and our 
hospital. These weekly meetings 
serve as tools to make sure we are 
all collaborating together to stay up 
to date on our current situation as 
well as that around our nation. All 
of these above mentioned agencies 
came  together over a month ago to 
begin to put plans in place as a team. 
By working together and trying to 
be in front of the virus along with 
cooperation from our citizens we feel 
this is the reason we have been able to 
see lower numbers in our community 
than some of those surrounding us.

With twenty five cases currently 
and three deaths we obviously would 
like it to have not reached even that 
level and we pray for those who have 

been affected by sickness and death 
from this virus. We want to thank 
our citizens who have reached out to 
assist with needs, supplies, support 
and prayers. It will take us all to get 
through this as our community has to 
approach this as a team effort to defeat 
this invisible enemy by continuing to 
take the following steps:

-Stay at home if at all possible.
-Avoid gatherings of more than 10 

people and practice social distancing 
by maintaining 6 feet of physical 
separation from others at all times.

-Wash your hands frequently with 
soap and warm water for at least 20 
seconds. If soap and water are not 
available, use an alcohol-based hand 
sanitizer.

-Avoid touching your eyes, nose 
and mouth with unwashed hands.

-Avoid close contact with people 
who are sick.

-Stay home when you are sick.
-Cover your cough or sneeze with 

a tissue, then throw the tissue in the 
trash.

-Clean and disinfect frequently 
touched objects and surfaces.

The next Task Force meeting is 
scheduled for April 14th . We will 
continue to work daily to be prepared 
to protect our citizens and visitors no 
matter the threat we are faced with. 
We continue to ask for your prayers 
for our community, our state and our 
nation.

UPDATE FROM THE 
CALHOUN-GORDON 
COUNTY COVID-19 

PANDEMIC TASK FORCE
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Gordon Central High School senior 
Cooper Hunt, pictured, received 
a Presidential Scholarship to attend 

Shorter University in Rome. 

The ONLY LOCALLY OWNED AND LOCALLY STAFFED news 
outlet covering the Calhoun-Gordon County community 



Paul Cleveland
Paul Cleveland, 79, of Calhoun, died at his 

home on Saturday, April 4, 2020. Paul was born in 
Muncie, Ind. on Aug. 3, 1940; he was the son of 
the late Kenneth and Grace Wort Cleveland. Paul 
proudly served his country in The United States Air 
Force.

Paul is survived by his wife, Jean Cleveland; 
his daughter and sons-in-law, Cynthia and Thomas 
Gibson; his grandchildren, Ashley, Arielle, Brianna 
and Graham.

Paul’s body was cremated. A service is 
planned later and will be announced at www.
maxbrannonandsons.com.

Condolences may be expresses with the family at 
www.maxbrannonandsons.com.

The Brannon family and staff are honored to 
serve the Cleveland family.

William Daniel, Sr.
Mr. William S. 

“Cowboy” Daniel Sr., 
93, of the New Town 
Community,  passed 
away unexpectedly at 
his residence on Friday, 
April 3, 2020.

Mr. Daniel was born 
in Jesup, Ga. on May 
1, 1926, son of the late 
John and Emma Channell 
Daniel. He was a long-
time resident of Calhoun, having been employed for 
many years at O’Jay Mills and later retiring from 
Klopman Mills after 20 years of service. He enjoyed 
being outdoors working and spending time with his 
family. In addition to his parents, he was preceded 
in death by his daughter, Joann Daniel Roberts; four 
sons, Jimmy Daniel, Charles Daniel, David Daniel, 
and Greg Daniel; three brothers, Thurman Daniel, 
Jesse James Daniel and Frank Daniel; three sisters, 
Gurthie Lee Hollis, Jessie Mae Carlton, and Nellie 
Parker.

Survivors include his wife, Inez Fisher Daniel, 
to whom he was married for over 70 years; sons, 
William S. Daniel Jr. and his wife Brenda, Thomas 
Daniel and his wife Tammy, Johnny Daniel and 
his wife Shelia all of Calhoun; his grandchildren, 
Lekitia Gentry, Timmy Daniel, Clifford Daniel, 
Donna Starr, Dina Weaver, Tony Roberts, Shane 
Roberts, Bradley Roberts, Haley Lock, and Emily 
Daniel; one sister, Mary Fisher; daughter-in-law, 
Sue Daniel; son-in-law, Anthony Roberts; several 
great-grandchildren, great-great-grandchildren and 
nieces, nephews and other relatives.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the funeral 
services will be private in accordance with federal, 
state and local guidelines. His interment will be in 
Gordon Memorial Gardens. There will be no public 
visitation. Honorary pallbearers will include his 
grandsons; Clifford Daniel, Timmy Daniel, Steven 
Gentry, Bradley Roberts, Shane Robert, and Tony 
Roberts.

If you are a friend of the Daniel family and wish 
to express your condolences, please go to the funeral 
home website, www.maxbrannonandsons.com or 
you can call the funeral home at 706.629.4508 and 
we will be honored to take your name and enter 
it into the family guest book. Clifford Daniel will 
share the funeral service on his Facebook page on 
Monday, April 6, 2020.

The Brannon family and staff are honored to 
serve the Daniel family.

Betty Lewis
Mrs. Betty Clark Lewis, 87, of the Red Bud 

Community, died Friday, April 3, 2020, at Townsend 

Park Nursing Home in Cartersville following several 
months of declining health.

Mrs. Lewis was born in Calhoun on Sept. 1, 
1932, daughter of the late John V. and Lucy Keene 
Clark. She graduated from Red Bud High School and 
received her undergraduate degree at Berry College 
and her Master Degree in Education from West 
Georgia College. She was an elementary school 
teacher for 34 years and a greater part of those years 
with the Calhoun City School System.

In addition to her parents, she was preceded in 
death by her husband, Howard Franklin Lewis, to 
whom she was married for 40 years.

Survivors include her daughter, Elizabeth Lewis 
Roberts and Richey Langston; two sons, Frank 
Lewis and his wife Cathy and Mark Lewis and 
his wife Donna; grandchildren, Nathan Roberts 
(Camron), Heather Lessis (Matt), Amanda Carnes 
(Trey), Brandon Lewis (Niki); great-grandchildren, 
Spencer Ford, Emily Roberts, Lincoln and Levi 
Lessis, Leo Carnes, Kendall, and Nash Lewis.

Due to recent concerns over the Covid-19 
pandemic, the family will have a graveside service 
at a later date.

If you are a friend of the Lewis family and 
wish to express your condolences, please go to 
www.maxbrannonandsons.com or you can contact 
the funeral home at 706.629.4508 and we will be 
honored to take your name and enter it into the 
family guest book.

The Brannon family and staff are honored to 
serve the Lewis family.

Scotty Mathis
Scotty Lemar Mathis, 53, of Adairsville, passed 

away on Friday, April 3, 2020.
Mr. Mathis was born in Rome on March 12, 1966. 

He loved wrestling, country music, and darts.  He 
was preceded in death by his father; O.H. Mathis, 
infant brother; Kip Mathis. Survivors include his 
mother, Jeroane Mathis.

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the funeral 
services will be private in accordance with federal, 
state and local guidelines. A private graveside service 
will be held at Eastview Cemetery. Pallbearers 
include Steve Quarles, Ricky Towe, Clark Milsap, 
Carey Milsap, Craig Milsap, and Garrett Worsham.

If you are a friend of the Mathis family and wish 
to express your condolences, please go to the funeral 
home website, www.maxbrannonandsons.com or 
you can call the funeral home at 706.629.4508 and 
we will be honored to take your name and enter it 
into the family guest book.

The Brannon family and staff are honored to 
serve the Mathis family.

Janie Smith
Janie Smith, 57, of Plainville, Georgia died 

Sunday, April 5, 2020. She was born on April 8, 
1962, in Adairsville, Georgia to the late Sewell and 
Sadie Adams Smith. She was proceeded in death by 
her fiancé Ronald Roberts; grandchildren, Alec and 
Austin.

She is survived by her children, Michelle and 
Danny Wells, Tony and Melisa Baldwin, Angel 
Baldwin, and Jason Baldwin; brother and sister-
in-law, Raymond and Connie Smith; sister Eunice 
Dean; grandchildren, Sylvia, Danny Jr, Charlee, 
Aubry, Aspen, Jordan, Abby, Tiffany, Justen, Tyler, 
Kamen, and Janson; 15 Great-grandchildren; nieces, 
nephews, and other relatives also survive.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the funeral 
services will be private in accordance with federal, 
state and local guidelines. Her interment will be in 
Scott Cemetery.

If you are a friend of the Smith family and wish 
to express your condolences, please go to the funeral 

home website, www.maxbrannonandsons.com or 
you can call the funeral home at 706.629.4508 and 
we will be honored to take your name and enter it 
into the family guest book.

The Brannon Family and staff are honored to 
serve the family of Janie Smith.

Carlene Turner
Carlene Turner, 70, 

of Rydal passed away 
Friday, April 3, 2020.

Mrs. Turner was born 
in Coleman, TX on March 
22, 1950, daughter of the 
late Carlton and Dorothy 
Ruth Jackson. In addition 
to her parents, she was 
preceded in death by her 
brother; James Jackson, 
her sister; Bonnie 
Freeman, and her sister-in-law; LouAnn Jackson.

Survivors include her husband, Jerry Turner, 
to whom she was married for 53 years, sons and 
daughter-in-laws; Jerry and Marie Turner, John and 
Linda Turner, Lamar and Tonya Turner, brother; 
Dale Jackson, sister; Brenda, brother-in-laws; 
Paul Freeman, Steve Freeman. Her grandchildren; 
Benjimen, Tabatha, John, Trent, Cheyenne, Nicole, 
Kerry, Kris, Hailey, and Briana, great grandchildren; 
Sehra Rose, Maci, Triton, Alexander, Sierra, Kaiden, 
Kensley, Connor, Anniston, Kayliegh, Kimberliegh, 
Teryn, Jackson, Braiden, Sebastin, Noland, Declan, 
Gunner, and many nieces, nephews and other 
relatives.

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, in accordance 
with federal, state and local guidelines, a private 
graveside service will be held. Her interment will be 
in Erwin Hill Church of God Cemetery. Pallbearers 
will include Timmy, Howard, Little John, Thomas, 
and Timothy.

If you are a friend of the Turner family and wish 
to express your condolences, please go to the funeral 
home website, www.maxbrannonandsons.com.

The Brannon family and staff are honored to 
serve the Turner family.

Aaron Zsamboki
Aaron Anthony 

Zsamboki, age 25, 
of Calhoun, Georgia, 
departed this life 
Monday, April 6, 2020 at 
his home.

He was born in Jasper, 
Georgia on May 24, 1994. 

Aaron is survived 
by his parents, James 
Zsamboki ,  Sandra 
and Robert Rhodes of 
Calhoun, GA; brothers and sister-in-law, James 
Zsamboki of Cartersville, GA, Isaac and Kristen 
Zsamboki of Calhoun, GA; sisters, Melissa Zsamboki 
of Dalton, GA, Sarah Cooksey of Dahlonega, GA.

Private graveside service will be held at the 
Ponders Colonial Hills Memorial Park Cemetery.

Condolences may be expressed to the family at 
www.pondersfuneralhome.com.

Arrangements are by family owned and operated 
Ponders Calhoun Chapel and Ponders Crematory.  
Our Funeral Home does own and operated its own 
crematory ensuring your loved one never leaves our 
care.  675 Jolly Rd Calhoun GA 30701 706-625-
7577
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-The Life Choice 
Hospice Bereavement 
Support Group will be 
meeting the 2nd Tuesday 
of each month. The support 
group is open to anyone in 
the community who would 
like to attend. The office and 
support group are located 
at 189 Professional Court, 
Suite 300, Calhoun. For 
Information, contact Jennifer 
at 706-602-9001.

-The Northwest 
Georgia Parkinson 
Disease Association, Inc., is 
offering a monthly support 
group for persons living 
with Parkinson Disease, 
their caregivers, family 
and friends. The support 
group will meet at Gordon 
Hospital; Conference Room 
A. For any questions about 
the support group and future 
meetings, call James Trussell 
at 706-235- 3164 or 706-
346-5678.

-Families Anonymous 
is a 12-step program, 
for those concerned 
about drug abuse and 
behavior problems of 
a relative or friend. 
Completely anonymous, 
non professional, and non 
religious. No dues, no fees. 
Not connected with any 
hospital or agency. Located 
on Red Bud Road in plaza 
below Fitness First, next to 
Calhoun Counseling Center 
(Dr. Bledsoe’s office). 
Meeting every Thursday 7 
- 8 p.m. Call 770-548-7849 
for more information.

-Bondage Breakers- 
Breaking the chains of 
addiction one soul at a 
time. Every Thursday 
night at 7 p.m. at Crane 
Eater Community Church, 
located at 3168 Red Bud Rd 
Calhoun, GA 30701.

-The Georgia Chapter 
of the Alzheimer’s 

Association is sponsoring 
a monthly support group 
at Morning Pointe Assisted 
Living, 660 Jolly Road, on 
the third Tuesday of each 
month at 6 p.m. For more 
information or directions, 
call Mary Braden at 770-
548-4683 or Karen Parrott 
at 706-346-5220. For more 
information about dementia 
and Alzheimer’s disease, 
call 800-272-3900 or visit 
www.alz.org/georgia.

-Special Care Plus, 
a free one-on-one 
consultation program, 
offers education and 
information to primary 
caregivers of persons with 
dementia. Any primary 
caregiver who is caring for 
a loved one with dementia 
in the home is eligible to 
receive this program. To 
learn more about the Special 
Care Plus program, call 800-
272-3900.

Obituaries   
April 8, 2020

Help for the Hurting
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Physician Group

PERSONALIZED CARE 
FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY

We accept most health insurance plans.

160 Curtis Parkway NE

Calhoun, GA

Primary Care • 706.529.3025

Neurosurgery & Spine • 706.529.7124

Michelle Little, DO 

Family Medicine

Jennifer Smith, FNP-C

Family Medicine

Justin Hare, DO

Neurosurgery and Spine

HamiltonHealth.com/calhoun

Hamilton Physician Group-
Calhoun Primary Care

706.529.3025

Hamilton Physician Group-
Neurosurgery and Spine

706.529.7124
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WHAT IF CHRIST HAD NOT BEEN RESURRECTED? 

Not too long ago, 
I had the privilege of 
preaching at the home 
going service of one of 
our church members. It 
was, of course, a grievous 
time for his family. 

Separation hurts, even if 
it’s only temporary. 

I shared about the 
testimony that the man 
left behind. Much like 
mine, it was a story 
of a changed life. His 
was a life that had been 
forgiven and surrendered 
to the Lord. It was easy 
to preach his funeral. Not 
because he had always 
done what’s right, but 
because he had put his 
faith in Jesus (the one 
who had). 

As we were at the 
cemetery, we were 
comforted by the Word 
of God considering the 
resurrection of Christ. 
Today as we look toward 
Easter, in my opinion the 
most important holiday 
of the Christian faith, I 

pose a question… What 
if Christ had not been 
resurrected? What would 
that do to our faith? 
It would make it as 
hopeless as that of any 
other religion. 

1st Corinthians 15:12-
19 reads, “Now if Christ 
be preached that he rose 
from the dead, how say 
some among you that 
there is no resurrection 
of the dead? But if there 
be no resurrection of 
the dead, then is Christ 
not risen: And if Christ 
be not risen, then is 
our preaching vain, and 
your faith is also vain. 
Yea, and we are found 
false witnesses of God; 
because we have testified 
of God that he raised up 
Christ: whom he raised 

not up, if so be that the 
dead rise not. For if the 
dead rise not, then is 
not Christ raised: And if 
Christ be not raised, your 
faith is vain; ye are yet in 
your sins. Then they also 
which are fallen asleep 
in Christ are perished. If 
in this life only we have 
hope in Christ, we are of 
all men most miserable.”

If it weren’t for the 
resurrection,  Jesus 
would still be dead. 
This means that our 
faith in Christ would be 
worthless, because there 
would be no victory over 
death. Also, since Jesus 
claimed that he would 
rise from the dead, then 
it would have made Him 
a liar. The reconciliation 
between God and man 

would be impossible, as 
there wouldn’t be any 
forgiveness of sin. Could 
you imagine what shape 
we would be in today, 
were it not for the new 
life that we experience 
through Christ? Our 
world is in an awful shape 
as it is. Just imagine 
if the presence of the 
Holy Spirit were not in 
the hearts of believers, 
nor on the hearts of 
the lost? How much 
more miserable would 
this life be without the 
resurrection?

Worst of all, there 
would be no hope of 
Heaven. All those who 
have passed from this life 
would be in hell today. 

I’m so thankful, 
that because of the 

resurrection, none of this 
is true. Our Savior lives, 
and because of that, 
those of us who have 
put our faith in Christ 
have forgiveness of sin. 
Death has been defeated 
by Christ, and we have 
victory over it through 
Him. 

If anyone is in Hell 
today, it’s not because 
they made a mess of their 
lives, though they did. 
It’s because they failed 
to trust in the death, 
burial and resurrection 
of Christ. Put your hope 
in His resurrection today. 
When everything else 
fails, and it will, you’ll 
be glad you did. 

Be Blessed.

Randy Muse
Antioch Baptist Church 

Youth Minister
rmuse1@yahoo.com

Church News
Wednesday, April 8, 2020

ONGOING 
-Philadelphia Christian 

School is located off Highway 
41 between Calhoun and 
Adairsville. The school 
offers 4-year-old kindergarten 
through 12th grade, using the 
A-Beka curriculum. To find 
out more about the school, call 
the office at 706-625-3233.

-Faith Deliverance 
Ministry and Outreach will 
be taking donations of clothes, 
shoes, also all house hold 
items to help needy families. 
Call Minister Evelyn Adams 
at 706-671-7988. 

-Celebrate Recovery, a 
faith based 12-step program, 
meets every Tuesday at 6 
p.m. at Relevate Church in 
Ranger off 411. Call Nicole 
for information: 706-979-
4713/706-290-8028.

-East Calhoun Church 
of God, at 401 Peters Street, 

gives out groceries and 
clothing through the “Feed 
the Needy” ministry each 
Saturday from 11 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. The church hosts a 
miracle healing service every 
first Friday at 7 p.m. For more 
information, contact “Feed 
the Needy” ministry director 
Florence Jones at 706-409-
1981. Senior pastor is Keith 
Reid. 

CHURCH 
DIRECTORY
Fairmount United 

Methodist Church-Loving 
One Another To Christ. 
Sunday School at 10 a.m.; 
Worship Service at 11 
a.m. Children’s Church 
provided. New Minister now 
Leading. New programs and 
community outreach coming 
soon.

-Pastor Terry Reisner 

invites everyone to the 
Vision Pentecostal Ministry 
located at 401 South Wall 
Street in Calhoun. Come 
hear the truth of God’s Word 
Sundays at 11 a.m.

-Faith Deliverance 
Church & Outreach 
Ministry Welcomes 
Everyone to an Anointed 
Church Service at 1320 
Dawnville Road in Dalton 
every Sunday at 6 p.m. and 
Thursday at 7 p.m. Pastor 
and Evangelist Evelyn 
Adams, also an Anointed 
Gospel Singing. Come 
expecting Jesus to move 
for you. Miracles, Healing, 
Deliverance, Salvation. 
For more information or 
directions, call Minister 
Evelyn Adams (706) 671-
7988

-Pine Chapel United 
Methodist Church, located 
at 2232 Pine Chapel Road in 
Resaca, “A place to begin, 

belong and become.” Sunday 
School, 10:15 a.m.; Worship, 
11 a.m. Pastor Louise W. 
Elmore.

-Resaca Assembly of 
God, located at 904 Resaca 
Lafayette Rd NW, would 
like to welcome everyone 
to please come and join in 
worship and meet our Pastor 
Steve Burns and his lovely 
wife Cathy. Sunday school at 
10 a.m., worship service on 
Sunday at 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.. 
Everyone is invited.

-Calhoun First United 
Methodist Church Sunday 
Worship times: 9:00 a.m., 
traditional worship; 10 a.m., 
Sunday school; 11 a.m., 
contemporary service (in the 
CAC). Calhoun First UMC is 
located at 205 East Line Street 
in downtown Calhoun.

-First Presbyterian 
Church, located at 829 Red 
Bud Road N.E. in Calhoun. 
Pastor David McDonald 

invites you to join us on 
Sunday for Sunday School at 
9:45 a.m., Worship Service at 
11 a.m., and Bible Study Class 
Tuesday 10 a.m.

-Oakman Baptist 
Church located at 397 
Oakman Rd. Oakman, 
Georgia, has Sunday school 
at 10 a.m. Covered dish dinner 
every third Sunday following 
worship. Everyone is invited!

-Damascus Baptist 
Church, located on North 
Highway 41 in Calhoun, 
Sunday School at 10 a.m. 
Sunday worship at 11 a.m. 
and Sunday night at 6 p.m.

-Old Sugar Valley 
United Methodist Church 
located at 2659 Old Rome 
Dalton Road in Calhoun 
has Breakfast Social at 9:30 
am every Sunday. The church 
history is colorful, dating back 
to the Civil War, small cozy 
country church nothing fancy! 
Come join us!

-Faith Deliverance 
Ministry and Outreach 
with Evelyn M. Adams, 
Minister has been ordained 
as a Minister of the Gospel 
since 1972. Call anytime to 
come minister to your church 
of place or event at 706-337-
3241. 24-hour prayer line 
at 706-671-7988. Send all 
prayer requests to P.O Box 
394, Fairmount GA, 30139. 

-Pleasant Valley Baptist 
Church is a Bible believing 
& teaching church located 
in the Red Bud Community. 
Pastor Keith Gibson and the 
congregation invite you to 
come and worship with us at 
3882 Red Bud Rd., Calhoun. 
Opportunities for worship: 
Bible Study for all ages 10 
a.m., Children’s Church up 
to 5th grade 11a.m., Worship 
service 11 a.m. Wednesday 
night service times Prayer 
Bible Study and Student 
Ministries 7 p.m. 

Church Calendar
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Cash Flow with Joe: Running and real estate

I spent most of my 
childhood growing up in 
a little town called Hull 
located in Madison County 
Georgia — that’s right next 
to Athens where the UGA 
main campus is located. I 
went to Colbert Elementary 
and then on to Madison 
County Middle School.

During those years I was 
involved in sports playing 

baseball and soccer at the 
county rec department. In 
seventh grade, I was able 
to join the middle school 
teams where I was a starting 
goalie for our soccer team 
and starting offensive and 
defensive lineman for our 
football team.     

 Actually, our school and 
teams were so small I was 
on all the special teams like 
kickoff and kickoff return as 
well.

The fact that I was a 
starter had a lot to do with 
two things. No.1, like I 
mentioned above, we had 
a small school. No. 2, my 
family members tend to hit 
their adult height right around 
seventh grade. Now I wasn’t 
six feet at this point, but I was 
every bit of 5 foott 10 inches 
tall. And what I lacked in 
ability on the football field 
was compensated for by my 
size.

In the middle of eighth 

grade, we moved down to 
Saint Simons Island. It was 
culture shock, to say the 
least. I went from a small 
farming town in Northeast 
Georgia to the Coast where 
people actually surfed. It was 
a great change, but it took 
some getting used to.

One big change was the 
fact that I was no longer 
a starter. The athletic 
programs — actually every 
extracurricular program — 
were better funded than 
where I had come from. 
The kids had better training, 
better equipment, and better 
coaching. This fact landed 
me a third-string goalie 
and second-string lineman, 
which was a pretty big blow 
to my ego.

On the last week of that 
year, we had a field day. 
Not feeling very athletic 
anymore, I didn’t sign up for 
any of the sports. But at the 
last minute, our class needed 

someone to represent them 
in the mile run and I agreed 
to do it.

Now, I was not a runner. 
I was a sprinter. I was pretty 
quick for 20 or 30 yards. Past 
that, I’d never been tried.

I remember seeing 
the first guy finish before 
I started my last lap and 
thinking “that’s not good.”  

On the final stretch, I 
was alone on the track. But 
I didn’t quit. Because of that, 
the entire school cheered me 
on and I huffed and puffed 
my way to the finish line. 
Once I finally crossed it, I 
was so out of breath I nearly 
fell over and passed out.

I chuckled while reliving 
this story as I completed the 
fifth mile of my morning run 
the other day. As I started 
to jog for my cool down 
lap, it hit me that real estate 
investing is a lot like running.

You see, running takes 
some strategy. You have to 

put a certain amount of effort 
in to make sure you get up a 
hill without gassing yourself 
and slowing your pace. Once 
you get to the top of the hill, 
your heart is pounding, and 
you are breathing heavily.

Going down the hill, 
you have to allow gravity to 
assist you. And with minimal 
effort, you can speed yourself 
up while gaining some of the 
time you lost going up the 
hill. You also need to regain 
control of your breathing. 
You can accomplish this 
with an intentional breathing 
pattern. This gets you 
back in control and ready 
for the smooth pace of the 
straightaways.

Real estate investing 
takes very similar strategies. 
There are times it feels like 
you are pushing uphill with 
all you have to get a house 
finished and on market. This 
often happens when you 
have a house you need to get 

on the market you get out of 
peak buying season.

Other times, gravity, 
i.e. plentiful deal flow, is 
assisting you, and you have to 
make sure you are in control 
of it. Other times, you are 
just going at a smooth, even 
pace where all the deals are 
moving liking clockwork.     

And finally, there’s a time 
to sprint — like right now 
with a downturn looming. 
Be selective with what deals 
you take down. And go hard 
at them once you do. I think 
quick deals, with easy rehabs, 
will be the safest until things 
even out.

You should take this idea 
and run with it. Yep … I 
went there.

Joe and Ashley English 
buy houses and mobile 
homes in Northwest Georgia. 
For more information or to 
ask a question, go to www.
cashflowwithjoe.com or call 
Joe at 678-986-6813.

Joe & Ashley English
Owners of Focus 

Property Solutions, LLC
focuspropertysolutionsllc 

@gmail.com

Avoid Touching Retirement Savings Early

You contribute to 
an IRA and 401(k) to 
help build the financial 
resources you’ll need 
to enjoy a comfortable 
retirement. But despite 
these funds being set 
aside for retirement, many 
investors use them before 

they retire. More than half 
of Americans tap into their 
retirement savings early, 
according to a survey 
from Magnify Money, 
a website focusing on 
financial topics. How can 
you avoid this problem? 

I t ’s  obviously 
important to leave your 
retirement savings 
untouched, as much as 
possible, until retirement. 
You could spend two or 
three decades as a retiree, 
so you’ll need a lot of 
financial resources. Of 
course, it’s understandable 
why some people touch 
their retirement accounts 
early: According to the 
Magnify Money survey, 
about 23% did so to pay 
off debts, 17% to make 
down payments on a 
home, 11% to pay for 

college, and the rest for 
other reasons. 

While you also might 
consider these needs 
for taking an early 
withdrawal or loan from 
your retirement account, 
you’ve got good reasons 
for not touching your 
IRA or 401(k) before 
you retire. First, you may 
face tax penalties if you 
withdraw money from 
your IRA and 401(k) 
before 59 ½, though there 
are exceptions. Also, if 
your withdrawals from 
your retirement accounts 
are large enough, they 
could push you into a 
higher tax bracket. Plus, 
the longer you leave your 
money intact, the more 
you’ll probably have when 
you need it in retirement.

Let’s use the survey 

results to look at some 
additional points you 
might evaluate before 
using funds from your 
retirement accounts for 
other purposes:

• Paying off debts – 
You could consider using 
a 401(k) loan to pay 
down some high-interest 
rate debt, but this move 
assumes two things – one, 
you don’t plan on taking 
on additional high interest 
rate debt, and two, you 
plan on repaying the loan 
from your 401(k) within 
five years. If you don’t, 
you could face penalties. 

• Making a down 
payment on a home – 
The IRS allows first-time 
home buyers to make a 
penalty-free withdrawal 
of $10,000 from an IRA 
to make a down payment 

on a home; however, 
taxes could still be owed. 
You might be better off 
by delaying the purchase 
of a home, giving you 
time to build up additional 
savings, held outside your 
retirement accounts, that 
could be used for the 
down payment. 

• Paying for college 
– If you haven’t saved 
enough for a child 
approaching college, 
you might consider 
withdrawing from your 
retirement accounts to do 
so. If the funds are used 
for qualified education 
expenses, you may be able 
to withdraw from you IRA 
without paying a penalty, 
but again, taxes could be 
owed on the withdrawn 
funds. Alternatively, if 
you have more time, you 

could consider opening 
tax-advantaged 529 
accounts for younger 
children to help pay for 
their education.  

As the name suggests, 
a retirement account is 
designed for retirement, 
so do whatever you can 
to protect it. You may 
want to consult with a 
financial professional 
for guidance on meeting 
the other needs people 
cite in tapping into their 
retirement accounts early. 
The more you know, the 
better prepared you’ll be 
to make the best decisions 
you can for your situation. 

This article was 
written by Edward Jones 
for use by your local 
Edward Jones Financial 
Advisor. Edward Jones, 
Member SIPC

Dewayne Bowen
Financial Advisor  
at Edward Jones
dewayne.bowen@
edwardjones.com
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Management of Backyard Poultry 

 This time of year, it 
can be popular for some 
people to start a backyard 
chicken flock. I will add 
that many people will 
keep a poultry flock all 
year. In just seems that 
many get into the hobby 
more in the spring when 
many farm supply-type 
stores will have many 
young birds for sale. 

First ,  i f  you 
are thinking about 
purchasing and raising 
some chickens, you 
need to make sure about 
zoning restrictions or 
codes where you live in 
regards to raising a small 
flock. Start there by 
first checking into any 

restrictions. Note, my 
job is educational, I am 
not regulatory. 

Some people will 
want to raise chickens 
for meat or eggs or 
even a combination of 
both. There are some 
that will want to raise 
show chickens too. This 
article will center on 
individuals that wish to 
raise a small flock of 
chickens. I will add that 
there must be a lot of 
people that raise chickens 
for egg consumption. 
I know this because 
basically every time 
the Georgia Department 
of Agriculture holds a 
required egg candling 
certification in the area 
for selling eggs, the 
roster for these events 
normally fill. 

I will be sharing 
backyard flock basics 
from a revised UGA 
publication by Claudia 
Dunkley, UGA Extension 
Poultry Scientist.

 The  f i r s t 
cons ide ra t ion  fo r 
having a small poultry 
flock is housing and 
confinement. This is 
something to consider 
even before purchasing 

the birds. You need 
adequate housing that 
will consider the growth 
of the birds. Minimum 
space is based on the 
breed of bird purchased. 
The rule-of-thumb is ¾ to 
1 square feet for smaller 
birds to 3 to 4 feet for a 
turkey, for example. Our 
information states to 
provide 3 to 3.5 square 
feet of floor space for 
each bird you plan to 
keep for egg production. 
Some folks will buy 
a straight run of birds 
which is a mix of males 
and females. In this 
case, you would allow 
space for approximately 
half of that number 
you start with because 
half will be used for 
meat production with 
the other half for egg 
production. 

The poultry house 
must stay at least 70 
degrees F. You do need 
to provide free air in 
some situations in your 
housing, that may mean 
windows or curtains. 

I am not going to 
get into free ranging 
of chickens. This is 
something that you 
need to look into being 

legally allowed in your 
area. Our information 
suggests that if you do 
allow the chickens to 
go outside, they still 
need to be fenced. The 
fencing can help protect 
them from predators. 
The top of the fencing 
enclosure should also be 
covered to stop flying 
and to keep climbing 
predators out. Chicken 
wire can be a great 
fencing option and easy 
to find. I will state too 
that fencing your birds 
can be very important in 
keeping relations with 
your neighbors on a 
positive level. Keeping 
your poultry on your 
property can avoid legal 
problems. 

Also, in our area we 
have over an estimated 
500 broiler houses that 
are major industry. We 
do not want a potential 
situation of roaming 
chickens to transmit 
disease to commercial 
operations.

For bedding, it 
is suggested to use 
material such as pine 
shavings, rice hulls, 
peanut shells or even 
ground corncobs. These 

are good and absorbent. 
Hardwood shavings 
are not suggested. 
Our information states 
that mold can grow in 
hardwood shavings that 
have been composted 
during storage that can 
lead to brain infections 
when inhaled by chicks 
or human caretakers. 
You need an adequate 
heating system for 
new chicks. Do not let 
room temperature go 
below 70 degrees F. 
Keep a temperature of 
90 degrees F for the 
first week for chicks. 
Drop the temperature 5 
degrees each week until 
the chicks are 5 weeks 
old. Then, you keep the 
temp at 70 degrees F. 
It is noted that during 
normal weather, infrared 
heat lamps placed 1 to 
1.5 feet above the chicks 
will normally work to 
provide the needed heat 
in the beginning. Then 
you adjust the height of 
the lamp to adjust the 
temperature. It is added 
that raising the lamp 
a few inches a week 
should be adequate to 
manage temperature.

Another tip during 

the first week for the 
new chicks is to keep 
them near the heat 
source. This can be done 
by putting a cardboard 
ring around the general 
area. One key is to make 
sure there is enough 
room inside the ring 
for chicks to move 
away from the heat if 
they are becoming 
overheated. It is stated 
that a diameter of 6 feet 
should give plenty of 
space for 50 chicks. 
It is also suggested to 
note the temperature at 
chick-level by use of a 
thermometer that is hung 
inside the cardboard 
ring at the height  of the 
chicks. 

I will try to cover 
other important backyard 
poultry flock topics in 
future articles. 

Please remember 
the Gordon County 
Agriculture Center is 
closed to public access, 
but we can still assist 
with soil sampling and 
other needs. 

For more information, 
contact UGA Extension- 
Gordon County at 706-
629-8685 or email 
gbowman@uga.edu. 

Greg Bowman
Gordon County 
Extension Agent

gbowman@uga.edu

GORDON GROWN

Georgia’s livestock markets are 
accustomed to wrangling cattle, 
following time-tested methods of 
moving the animals into and out of 
sale barns.

Now, in the interest of curbing the 
spread of COVID-19, they’re being 
asked to wrangle humans, as well.

In typical fashion, the agriculture 
sector is looking for ways to persevere, 
knowing consumers have to be fed.

On March 19, the U.S. Department 
of Homeland Security identified food 
& agriculture among the industries that 
are essential to continuing America’s 
critical infrastructure during the 
COVID-19 response.

“Our markets, we consider them 
part of the critical infrastructure for 
the food supply,” said Livestock 
Marketing Association (LMA) Region 
Executive John Kissee, whose region 
includes Georgia. “Producers need to 
market their livestock to have money 
to pay bills, to plant future crops, 
to buy feed for their animals. For 
many different reasons, that’s why our 
markets need to stay open.”

The LMA issued a set of suggestions 
paralleling governmental guidelines 
for disease control – primarily social 
distancing and cleanliness. The 
White House’s recommendation that 
gatherings be limited to 10 people is 
problematic in the sale barn setting.

Georgia Farm Bureau media 
contacted nine sale barns around the 
state to see if and how their operations 

had changed in the first week of the 
ramped-up response to COVID-19.

For the most part, they carried out 
their business in their usual manner, 
with mixed approaches to human 
disease control, ranging from limiting 
foot traffic by people who don’t intend 
to buy cattle to intensifying cleaning 
efforts, particularly in areas where 
people congregate.

All nine reported sharply reduced 
sales numbers from the previous weeks 
and lower purchase prices overall, 
though prices seemed to be holding 
well for cattle being sold for slaughter. 
The markets’ general consensus is that 
COVID-19 is at least a contributing 
factor in low sales numbers and low 
sale prices.

At the Carroll County Livestock 
Sales Barn (CCLSB) Monday, 
approximately 190 head of cattle 
were sold at the facility’s weekly 
sale, which typically moves around 
500 cattle. CCLSB Board Chairman 
Alan Banks said prices for calves were 
down between 40 and 50 cents per 
pound.

“That’s a terrible cut,” Banks said. 
“You can’t pay the bills with that.”

Sale barn operators are worried 
about protecting the health of those 
who work for the stockyards and 
those who attend the sales. The ones 
contacted by GFB indicated they were 
paying extra attention to cleaning the 
areas where humans gather.

“We’re providing hand sanitizer 
and just trying to make sure there 
wasn’t anyone who was here that was 

sick,” said Mike Sanders of Moultrie 
Livestock Company.

Social distancing? “If [the disease 
continues to] progress, it might be 
something we consider,” Sanders said.

LMA suggests that stockyard 
operators urge sellers to drop off 
their cattle and leave if they aren’t 
planning to buy cattle. That’s a tough 
ask for a business built off face-to-face 
interaction.

“This is kind of a funny business,” 
said Clay Floyd of Swainsboro 
Stockyard. “You’ve got to be real 
particular about telling people not 
to stay and watch. That’s a touchy 
thing.”

In Carroll County, the board of 
directors considered shutting down its 
weekly sale at CCLSB, but Banks said 
the CCLSB board decided to continue 
under social distancing guidelines 
- limiting visitors and spectators, 
closing its dining facility and asking 
sellers to drop off their animals and 
leave. 

Livestock sales have a social 
aspect that put the stockyards in a 
difficult position on the subject of 
social distancing. People come and 
visit with longtime friends, have a 
meal and watch the sale.

Some stockyards are altering how 
they serve customary sale-day meals.

“We’re business as usual other 
than we won’t be offering dining 
here,” said Upson County Livestock 
Owner Anna Sutton White. “We’re 
trying to do what’s right to keep our 
part of the economy going so we can 

feed the American public.”
If you’ve been to a grocery store 

in the past week, you likely have 
seen unusually low or no stock in the 
meat department. Even with strong 
demand, cattle prices have declined 
this week. Several stockyard operators 
said producers are opting not to sell in 
hopes the prices they receive for their 
cattle will increase.

“The prices are so bad, nobody 
wants to sell them right now, but 
there are people who have to,” said 
Mark Smith of Eastanollee Livestock 
Auction.

The sale barns may not have the 
answers yet, but most seem confident 
they’ll find ways to stay in business.

“Livestock markets have been 
around for a long time,” Kissee 
said. “We’ve faced lots of different 
challenges. We are confident that our 
people, our producers, will weather 
this storm, too.”

COVID-19 puts livestock auctions in tough situation
GEORGIA FARM BUREAU



For several days now, an anti-
malarial drug has been touted by 
President Trump and others as a 
promising treatment for COVID-19.

The FDA, which has approved 
hydroxychloroquine and chloroquine 
as a treatment for malaria, lupus 
and rheumatoid arthritis, issued an 
emergency order recently allowing 
physicians to administer them to 
COVID-19 patients.

But infectious disease experts 
such as Dr. Anthony Fauci say there’s 
only anecdotal information, and no 
scientific proof, that these drugs work 
on COVID-19.                  

“There have been cases that show 
there may be an effect and there are 
others to show there’s no effect,’’ 
Fauci, director of the National Institute 
of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, 
told CBS on Sunday. “So, I think in 
terms of science, I don’t think we 
could definitively say it works.”

In Georgia, Dr. Kathleen Toomey, 
the commissioner of the state 
Department of Public Health, has 
contributed her views to the debate. 
In a March 22 letter to physicians, 
Toomey emphasized the absence 
of scientific evidence on using the 
malaria drugs for COVID-19.

Research is under way to test these 
drugs and newer antiviral agents, 
Toomey said, “but there is no definitive 
evidence of effective treatment at this 
time. In the meantime, we must ensure 
that drugs such as hydroxychloroquine 
remain available to treat diseases and 
conditions for which there is scientific 
proof that they are effective, including 
malaria, lupus and rheumatoid 
arthritis.’’

The Georgia Pharmacy Association 

says there has been a spurt in 
prescriptions for the malaria drug in 
the state, leading to a squeeze on 
supplies.

“Pharmacists are taking steps to 
ensure those drugs remain available’’ 
to people who need them for proven 
health reasons, said Greg Reybold of 
the Pharmacy Association.

A pharmacist in Bainbridge, Ed 
Reynolds, told GHN on Tuesday that 
he saw a surge of prescriptions written 
for people who didn’t have a positive 
test for COVID-19.

“We didn’t fill them,’’ said 
Reynolds, who owns three drug stores. 
The supplies on hand, he said, were 
reserved for patients with lupus and 
rheumatoid arthritis.             

 Lisa Harris, a Silver Creek 
pharmacist and the president of the 
Georgia Board of Pharmacy, told 
CNHI, “There were doctors coming in 
wanting to buy it by the hundreds for 
family and friends. And we can’t do 
that. As much as we want to protect 
them because they’re the ones that 
are out there on the front lines, what 
it would become is a lot of people 
are going to need that drug — not to 
mention the people that are already on 
that drug for serious illnesses.”

The Georgia Board of Pharmacy, 
in a recent emergency order, set limits 
on filling these prescriptions. They 
include:

** The drug order must include 
a diagnosis from the prescriber 
consistent with the evidence for its use

** The prescription is limited to no 
more than a 14-day supply

** No refills may be permitted 
unless a new prescription is furnished

Georgia Congressman Doug 
Collins, a Republican, said Tuesday 
that Amneal Pharmaceuticals, Inc., 
one of the largest U.S.-based generics 

manufacturers, has donated 200,000 
doses of hydroxychloroquine sulfate 
to Georgia’s Department of Public 
Health for potential use in treating 
hospitalized COVID—19 patients.

Bipartisan support, medical 
skepticism

The push for these drugs has grown 
during the pandemic.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo of New York 
— a state that has been devastated by 
the virus — said Monday he would ask 
Trump to increase the federal supply 
of hydroxychloroquine to pharmacies.   

The Hartford Courant reported that 
hospitals across Connecticut have begun 
using chloroquine to treat COVID-19 
patients, despite concerns about life-
threatening side effects and doubts of 
its effectiveness. “We are using [the 
drug] out of desperation because we do 
not have anything else to use,” said Dr. 
Henry Anyimadu, an infectious disease 
consultant in the Hartford HealthCare 
system, according to the Courant.
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HEALTH NEWS
Debate over use of malaria drug for COVID resonates in Georgia
ANDY MILLER
Georgia Health News

See HEALTH,  
page 9A



available to proactively respond to the COVID-
19 pandemic, and I thank them for their support 
of an extended emergency declaration. In these 
unprecedented times, we ask Georgians for their 
continued patience and prayers, especially for first 
responders, law enforcement, and the healthcare 

workers caring for the medically fragile. They are 
going above and beyond to keep us all safe, and we 
will never be able to repay them for their sacrifices.”

“We must continue our aggressive fight against 
COVID-19,” said Lt. Governor Duncan. “By 
extending the public health state of emergency, we 
can ensure Georgians have access to every available 
state resource during this crisis. Together, Speaker 
Ralston and I are working closely with Governor 
Kemp to do all we can to make sure we are meeting 
the needs of every Georgian. The General Assembly 

will continue to remain vigilant and available to 
assist our citizens in any way possible.”

“The entirety of our state government is working 
to protect the health and safety of our citizens, and 
I appreciate the work of our state personnel and 
first responders during this challenging time,” said 
Speaker David Ralston. “While we have difficult 
days ahead, we continue to coordinate with both 
local and federal partners in responding to needs 
as they arise. As Georgians, we will persevere and 
emerge stronger on the other side.”
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Dr. Joshua Rosenberg, a critical 
care at Brooklyn Hospital Center, 
told the New York Times, “I certainly 
understand why the president is 
pushing it.’’

“He’s the president of the United 
States. He has to project hope. And 
when you are in a situation without 
hope, things go very badly. So I’m 
not faulting him for pushing it even 
if there isn’t a lot of science behind 
it, because it is, at this point, the best, 
most available option for use.”

A senior physician at Wyckoff 
Heights Medical Center in Brooklyn, 
where doctors are not providing the 
drug, said the current demand was 
worrisome for patients who take the 
medication for rheumatic diseases, 
the Times reported. At St. Barnabas 
Hospital in the Bronx, another doctor 
said his staff was giving the drug 
to coronavirus patients but criticized 

Trump and Cuomo for “cheerleading” 
the drug without proof. “False hope 
can be bad, too,” he said.      

Ira Katz, an Atlanta pharmacist, 
said Tuesday that he worries about the 
supply of the drugs.

“We are seeing shortages 
within the drug supply chain of 
hydroxychloroquine and z-paks,’’ said 
Katz, who owns Little Five Points 
Pharmacy. “I don’t want people 
hoarding hydroxychloroquine.’’ He 
said his pharmacy has an adequate 
supply now.

“There’s still so much out there 
that we just don’t know. And I also 
want to make sure that patients realize 
that hydroxychloroquine, even if you 
do test positive [for COVID-19], or 
if you have some other underlying 
issues — kidney disease, liver 
disease, eye issues — that there can 
be some serious adverse effects with 
hydroxychloroquine. ”

Judi Kanne, an Atlanta nurse and 
freelance journalist, contributed to 
this article.

HEALTH 
From page 8A

Patient Access Services Week is a 
celebration of the people in the patient 
access profession; those who are one of 
the first faces a patient sees in hospitals 
and medical facilities. Patient Access 
handles patient registration and all support 
processes, including insurance, providers 
and payers throughout a patient’s 
healthcare experience.  

The meals provided to the group were 
provided by S&J Events and Café, located 
in the Outlet Mall. S & J Events is a 
catering and events planning company, 
serving all of North Georgia, including 
Dalton, Calhoun and Chatsworth. 

Tommy Reeves, whose wife works in 

Patient Access Services, is the owner of 
United Karate Studios, and provided the 
meals to recognize the efforts of these 
employees of the local hospital.

“These employees, and all the ancillary 
staff, play such a huge role in patient 
care, especially during the COVID-19 
pandemic,” said Reeves. “United Karate 
just wants to recognize their hard work 
during the week set aside to recognize the 
hard work they do to serve patients.”

In addition to providing the meal for 
the Patient Access employees, United 
Karate Studios wanted to recognize and 
thank the hard work of other ancillary staff 
within the hospital during this pandemic, 
and provided gift cards for a free meal at 
S&J Events and Café to all first, second 
and third shift staff of Environmental 
Services, Cafeteria staff, lab technicians 
and Materials Management.

PATIENT SERVICES
From page 1A

2020 Census is to count everyone 
once, only once and in the right place. 
More than $675 billion every year 
(more than $4 trillion each decade) 
is distributed to state and local 
governments using Census numbers. 
Census data is used in at least 50 
ways, including drawing federal, state 
and local legislative districts; attracting 
new businesses to state and local areas; 
planning hospitals, nursing homes and 
clinics; forecasting future housing needs 
for all segments of the population; 
developing rural areas; establishing fair 
market rents and enforcing fair lending 
practices and dozens of other ways that 
affect every resident in the community.

“It impacts our local community from 
education development to healthcare. 
It’s important that we here in Georgia 
get our fair share of representation as 
well as the funding,” said Tina Nguyen, 
a Census representative.

It is stressed that the Census is 
never used to alert law enforcement 
or immigration to a person’s legal 

status in the United States; by law, 
the Census cannot share any Census 
taker’s information with immigration 
enforcement agencies, law enforcement 
or allow it to be used to determine 
eligibility for government benefits.

For those who do not complete 
the Census online, by phone or by 
mail, officials will begin visiting those 
addresses. Officials from the Census 
will never ask for social security 
numbers or donations. They will have 
security measures in place, such as 
formal ID identifying them as Census 
officials, on their person.

In the Calhoun-Gordon County area, 
it will be important for everyone to be 
counted, including the local homeless 
population, Hispanic population, and 
children, especially those under the 
age of five. In the last census, around 
1,000,000 children were not counted 
in the Census, and it is feared close 
to 2,000,000 children might not be 
counted in this Census. Those correct 
numbers are imperative for education 
and health funding and planning.

If you are unable to respond to 
the Census online, you can have a 
paper questionnaire mailed. Simply call 
1-844-330-2020.

CENSUS
From page 1A

documents and folders, receive your IP 
address, and steal cryptocurrency wallet 
information.

Consumers should also watch out for 
emails, text messages and robocalls about 
COVID-19 stimulus money that appear to 
come from the U.S. Treasury, but which may 
actually be coming from scammers who 
are impersonating government officials. 
In these scams, consumers are told that to 
receive stimulus money they should click 
on a link or go to a website, where they 
are then directed to enter their personal and 

financial information. Remember – the vast 
majority of economic impact payments will 
be distributed automatically, with no action 
required from most people.

The Attorney General’s Consumer 
Protection Division cautions consumers 
not to click on any links or go to websites 
that come from unsolicited texts, emails or 
phone calls. Instead, consumers should get 
their information from legitimate websites, 
such as:

The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) – cdc.gov

Georgia Department of Public Health - 
dph.georgia.gov

IRS –  irs.gov/coronavirus
Consumers can also call the Georgia 

Coronavirus Hotline at (844) 442-2681.

SCAM
From page 1A
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TOP 10 OF 
THE 1970s

My Top Ten isn’t nec-
essarily based on critical 
quality or awards-deserv-
ing attributes. These are 
simply the films I person-
ally enjoyed and appreci-
ated the most from the 
1970’s.

#1 Star Wars (1977)

George Lucas & Gary 
Kurtz overcome all obsta-
cles with a unique, realistic 
space fantasy with strong 
themes of good vs evil/na-
ture vs technology, accom-
panied by John Williams’ 
greatest musical works.

Grade: A+

#2 Rocky (1976)

The screenplay and per-
formance from Sylvester 
Stallone create a likable 
protagonist unlike any oth-
er that everyone can relate 
to and aspire to be more 
like, assisted by a great 
supporting cast and music.

Grade: A

#3 Fiddler on the Roof 
(1971)

Topol displays a domi-
nating charismatic perfor-
mance as Tevye that engag-
es the audience from start 
to finish, not to mention the 
expertly crafted story con-
veying the central idea of 
tradition.

Grade: A

#4 Monty Python and 
the Holy Grail (1975)

One of the most inge-
niously written comedic 
films of all time that never 
misses an opportunity to 
utilize a running gag (liter-
ally), break the fourth wall, 
or spout out an iconic quot-
able phrase.

Grade: A

#5 Superman (1978)

A detailed take on the 
origins and many facets of 
the Last Son of Krypton 
that realizes the character 

better than any other film 
and receives a great helping 
hand from John Williams’ 
magnificent march.

Grade: A-

#6 Jaws (1975)

Spielberg busts into the 
blockbuster scene as he 
simultaneously creates it, 
masterfully building terror 
and tension throughout the 
film as the audience, like 
our captivating leading trio, 
waits with dread.

Grade: A-

#7 Young  
Frankenstein (1974)

A classic Mel Brooks 
comedy makes brilliant 
use by parodying the Mary 
Shelley source material and 
succeeds greatly thanks 
to the hilarious pairing of 
Gene Wilder and Marty 
Feldman.

Grade: A-

#8 Rocky II (1979)

This sequel impresses by 
serving as a natural, direct 
continuation of the charac-
ter arcs, thematic messages, 
and overall story of the first 
film and thus delivers an 
equally powerful climactic 
catharsis.

Grade: A-

#9 Robin Hood (1973)

One of the many forgot-
ten Disney gems from this 
era that contains clever hu-
morous dialogue and music 
that do justice to the be-
loved folklore source mate-
rial.

Grade: A-

#10 American Graffiti 
(1973)

George Lucas’ main-
stream breakthrough is en-
tertaining from beginning 
to end and paints a beauti-
ful yet bittersweet picture 
of the youth of the 1950’s 
via lovable characters and 
fun tunes.

Grade: B

H O N O R A B L E  
MENTIONS OF THE 

DECADE

Some films that made 
an emotional, critical, or 
entertaining impact on my 

moviegoing experience but 
didn’t make it into my Top 
Ten were…

Big Jake (1971)

Willy Wonka and the 
Chocolate Factory 

(1971)

The Sting (1973)

The Shootist (1976)

Grease (1978)

Star Trek:  
The Motion Picture 

(1979)

Cooper Hunt is a senior 
at Gordon Central High 
School. A movie buff, Hunt 
runs “The Hunt for Film,” 
where he reviews recent 
releases from Hollywood. 
You can check out his re-
viewes at thehuntforfilm-
wordpresscom.wordpress. 
com/

THE HUNT FOR FILM: Rewatching the 1970s

COOPER HUNT
Movie Reviews at  
The Hunt For Film
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GCF&R receives COVID-19 cloth masks
Gordon County firefighters would like to thank Calhoun residents Vickie 

Goswick and her daughters Shelly Mullinax and Jessica Edwards for the 
supply of cloth masks. Vickie and her daughters made the entire staff of 50 a 
personal mask made to CDC requirements. 

Having these mask on hand will help provide the members a means of 
protection while engaged in normal daily activities as well as placing them 
over their N95 mask during an emergency call.

CONTRIBUTED

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Community Events

receive a ballot with only the General Primary Election 
for May 19th Election on their ballot. Voters who haven’t 
yet participated in the Presidential Primary will receive 
a ballot that will have both the Presidential Preference 
Primary Election and the General Primary Election on 
their ballot.

In addition to national and state races, several local 
races will be held during the General Primary Election, and 
with no democratic opposition locally, many of those races 
will be decided on May 19.

Local offices up for election include:
County Commissioner, District 1:
Incumbent Republican M.L. “Bud” Owens was the 

only qualifier for the seat.
County Commissioner, District 3:
Incumbent Republican Norris Sexton will face 

Republicans Robert “Rob” Ballard and Bruce Potts, Jr.
County Commissioner, District 5:
Incumbent Republican Kevin Cunningham was the 

only qualifier for this office.

Clerk of Superior Court:
Incumbent Republican Grant Walraven was the only 

qualifier for this office.
Corner:
Incumbent Republican Coroner James Carver, the 

longest serving coroner in the State of Georgia, will face 
Republican Ken Padgett.

Judge of Probate Court:
Incumbent John “Richie” Parker (non-partisan office), 

was the only qualifier for this office.
Sheriff:
Incumbent Republican Sheriff Mitch Ralston was the 

only qualifier for this office. 
Tax Commissioner:
Republican Incumbent Scott Clements was the only 

qualifier for this office.
County Board of Education, Post 2:
Incumbent Republican Jason Hendrix was the only 

qualifier for this office.
County Board of Education, Post 4:
Incumbent Republican Bobby Hall will face opposition 

from Rod Brehm.

County Board of Education, Post 6:
Incumbent Chris Johnson is not running for re-election. 

Qualifying for this office includes Republicans Christie 
Owens Fox, Samuel T. Jewell and Bryon Reeves.

Magistrate Judge:
Incumbent Republican Pat Rasbury has no opposition 

this election cycle.
At this time, early voting is still scheduled to begin 

on April 27 at the Gordon County Board of Elections and 
Voter Registration Office, located in the Annex Building 
on Piedmont Street in Calhoun, continuing until Friday, 
May 15. Office hours are Monday – Friday from 8:30 a.m. 
until 5:00 p.m. Please contact the Board of Elections and 
Voter Registration office for more information on Early 
Voting at (706) 629-7781.

The General Primary Election is still scheduled for 
Tuesday, May 19, and precincts are still scheduled at this 
time to open from 7 a.m. – 7 p.m. that day.

Those who are not registered to vote, or who need to 
change their addresses, have until April 20 to change their 
name or address on their voter registration. You can do this 
by going to www.registertovote.sos.ga.gov. If you have 
any questions, please call the Gordon County Board of 
Elections and Voter Registration Office at 706-629-7781.

ELECTION 
From page 1A
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