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Hamilton Medical Center 
implementing plan to safely 
open back up, allowing 
limited visitation.

It was an exciting Friday morning in Calhoun 
as the community gathered together to watch two 
C-130 military aircraft from the 165th Airlift Wing 
perform an America Strong Flyover of AdventHealth 
Gordon to show support for the healthcare workers 
who have worked the frontlines during the COVID-
19 pandemic.

Beginning at AdventHealth Murray, the two 
aircraft then came through Gordon County to 
flyover AdventHealth Gordon, and then made 
their way to Albany, Ga. for a flyover of Phoebe 
Putney Hospital, one of the hardest hit hospitals in 
Georgia during the COVID-19 crisis. Phoebe Putney 

@gordongazette
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Community joins together as 165th Airlift Wing performs 
America Strong Flyover at AdventHealth Gordon

Brandi Owczarz
gordongazettega@gmail.com

With the General 
Primary Election less 
than a month away, 
being held on Tuesday, 
June 9, and early voting 
beginning this Monday, 
the Gordon Gazette has 
interviewed each of the 
candidates in local races 
that are contested. No 
Democrats qualified 
to run for office this 
election cycle, and only 
4 of the 12 local offices 
have opposition: County 
Commissioner District 
3, Gordon County 
Coroner, County Board 
of Education Post 4, 
and County Board of 
Education Post 6. Most 
of the offices, unless 
there is a runoff or 
enough write-in votes, 
will be decided on June 
9 during the General 
Primary Election. 

Each candidate in the 
contested races has given 
their perspective of the 
office they are running 
for, and what they hope 
to accomplish if elected. 
Today, the Gordon 
Gazette features the 
candidates for the race 
of Gordon County Board 
of Education Post 4.

Gordon County Board 
of Education, Post 4:

I n c u m b e n t 
Republican Bobby Hall 
will face opposition from 
Rod Brehm on June 9.

Hall has served on the 
Board of Education since 
being appointed in 2013. 
He previously served on 
the Board for four terms, 
being elected in 1986, 
then taking a break in 
2002.

From Gordon County, 
Hall was originally 
inspired to service when 
he graduated high school. 
While he sought a career 
in the private sector, 
he’s always supported 
education. He served 
as the PTA president of 
W.L. Swain Elementary 
when his daughter was 
in school, which stirred 
his desire to serve on the 
Board of Education.

Hall said some of his 
biggest accomplishments 
during his years of 
service were making all 
of the Gordon County 
Schools’ facilities better 
with the ability to 
convince legislators to 
add the ESPLOST vote.

“That one percent 
sales tax gives school 
systems the opportunity 
to use sales tax money 

to improve our facilities 
and keep them up,” said 
Hall. “We must keep our 
facilities up. Right now, 
we have around 6,500 
kids coming through our 
system every year. The 
buildings and ground 
should be just as new 
as possible for each kid 
that comes through that 
facility. That takes a lot 
of maintenance. 

“We have put together 
a great assembly of 
teachers; and we have 
appointed a new 
superintendent that hit 
the ground running and 
is working hard for our 
school system and for 
the citizens of Gordon 
County,” said Hall. “I’m 
very impressed with what 
I see and her abilities. 
She’s mending fences 
between both systems, 
and that’s a reflection 
on our community. She’s 
also making changes 
in the classrooms that 
are very subtle and well 
thought-out, and in years 
to come it’s going to 
prove to be effective for 
the benefit of our children 
and their opportunity to 
learn.”

Hall said he hopes 
to continue to make the 
school system better for 

the students of Gordon 
County.

“I’d like to continue 
to improve our education 
for our children,” said 
Hall. “That’s the only 
thing we have to give 
them in life, is an 
education that they can 
keep a lifetime. If we fail 
them that, then we fail 
in our duties as citizens 
and board members. 
I’d like to continue to 
search and look for the 
best teachers we can 
find, and continue to use 
(tax) money wisely in the 
educational process.

“I love working for 
children. I love being 
their voice. I love to 
make it positive for our 
teachers; that they are 

winners and can make 
our children be winners. 
I want no child left 
behind.”

Hall’s challenger, Rod 
Brehm, served 18 years 
with the Department of 
Natural Resources, where 
he was a conservation 
corporal and a manager 
at Georgia Veteran’s 
State Park, where he 
efficiently ran the park, 
including purchasing, 
budgeting, contracts 
and bidding, and hiring, 
which, according to 
Brehm, is similar to the 
procedures the BOE 
uses.

Brandi Owczarz
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Getting to know the candidates running 
for local offices: GC Board of Ed-Post 4
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ABOVE: Two C-130 military aircraft with the 165th Airlift Wing of the Air National Guard fly over the flags on the campus 
of AdventHealth Gordon. LEFT: Spectators wave glags as they wait on the planes’ arrival.

See CANDIDATES,  
page 7A

Early Voting begins this Monday, 
May 18 for the General Primary 
Election, running through Friday, June 
5.

“We are open Monday - Friday 
from 8:30 a.m. until 5 p.m.,” said 

Shea Hicks, chairperson of the 
Gordon County Board of Elections 
and Voter Registration Office. “We 
will also have one day of Saturday 
voting on May 30 from 9 a.m. until 
4 p.m. in the Elections and Voter 
Registration Office. Our office has 
moved to the Gordon County Annex 
Building, (behind the courthouse), 101 

S Piedmont Street, Calhoun, Georgia.”
According to Hicks, anyone who 

requested an absentee ballot by mail, 
please remember that you will need to 
mail that ballot back to the Elections 
and Voter Registration Office.

“We have to have your ballot back 
by Election Day, which is June 9,” 
said Hicks. “We also have an Absentee 

Ballot Drop Box at the building that 
we are now located in.”  

Those qualifying for local elected 
office include:

Brandi Owczarz
gordongazettega@gmail.com

REMINDER: Early Voting for General Primary Election starts Monday

See ELECTION,  
page 3A
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 A Georgia Northwestern Technical 
College (GNTC) Drafting Technology 
program student watched as workers 
installed a reception desk of his own 
design in the Governor’s Office at the 
Georgia State Capitol Building.

William Rutledge, an employee of 
Georgia Correctional Industries (GCI), 
has been working on the desk since 
December. The reception desk will 
be the second of his custom wood 
furniture designs placed in the office, 
accompanying the Georgia State Patrol 
desk which was installed earlier this 
year.

“Not many people have this 
opportunity,” Rutledge said. “I have 
gone from having a state prison ID 
number to a state employee ID.”

According to Rutledge, the story of 
how he ended up designing furniture to 
go into government buildings started 
during his 17-year prison sentence. It 
was while he was incarcerated that he 
began teaching himself AutoCAD®, a 
computer-based software program that 
aids in drafting and designing. It was 
during this time of self-teaching that 
Rutledge found GCI.

GCI provides offenders the hard 
and soft skills needed to successfully 
re-enter society. It was at GCI’s Metal 
Plant, located at Walker State Prison, 
where Rutledge felt like he was 
regaining his identity.

“They gave me purpose and 
structure when I was in prison,” he 
said. “Without it you are lost and just 
hanging out in prison.”

While he was incarcerated, the 
Flintstone resident worked with GCI’s 
wood, metal and office cubicle plants 
where he designed benches for state 
parks, cubicle work areas for state 
office buildings as well as a custom 

conference table for the Nathan Deal 
Judicial Center.

Now the 56-year-old says he is 
starting a new journey in education 
at GNTC where he is improving his 
skills with AutoCAD® as well as other 
programs. His goal is to graduate with 
an associate degree and continue his 
work as an employee of GCI.

“Prison was a big part of my story,” 
he said. “When you turn around and 
look at the path you have been down 
you think ‘Wow look how far I’ve 
come.’ When I decided to make the 
right choices it made a difference.”

GCI began manufacturing offender 
garments and bedding, institutional 
and office furniture and cleaning 
chemicals in 1960. Over the years, 
they expanded service lines to 
include embroidery, screen printing, 
reupholstery, engraving, optical and 
framing services.

Georgia Northwestern Technical 
College provides quality workforce 
education to the citizens of Northwest 
Georgia. Students have the opportunity 
to earn an associate degree, diploma, 
or a certificate in business, health, 
industrial, or public service career 

paths. This past year, 12,454 people 
benefited from GNTC’s credit and 
noncredit programs. With an annual 
credit enrollment of 7,730 students, 
GNTC is the largest college in 
Northwest Georgia. GNTC has an 
additional enrollment of 4,724 people 
through adult education, continuing 
education, business and industry 
training, and Georgia Quick Start.  For 
more information about GNTC, visit 
us at www.GNTC.edu. GNTC is a 
unit of the Technical College System 
of Georgia and an Equal Opportunity 
Institution. 
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AdventHealth Gordon 
is hosting a virtual Living 
Well class featuring 
Julia Danforth, MD, on 
Tuesday, June 9 at 6:30 
pm online via a Zoom 
meeting. 

For this class, 
attendees are invited 
to find a book about 
an aspect of lifestyle 
medicine to discuss its 
contents. Book subjects 
can include exercise, 
sleep, stress control, 
low-fat whole-food 
plant-based living and 
more. Suggested books 
will be posted on the 
Georgia Living Well 
Facebook page. 

Dr. Danforth is a 
board-certified family 
physician. She believes 
that health is more than 
just the physical body, 

but mental and spiritual 
wellness as well. Dr. 
Danforth earned her 
medical degree from the 
Loma Linda University 
School of Medicine in 
California followed by 
a residency in family 
practice at Florida 
Hospital in Orlando. 
She is a member of the 
American Academy of 
Family Practice and the 
American College of 
Lifestyle Medicine. Dr. 
Danforth was board-
certified in Lifestyle 
Medicine in 2017 and 
is blessed to be able 
to formally pursue her 
lifelong career passion.

To join this virtual 
Living Well class, email 
g e o r g i a l i v i n g w e l l @
gmail.com to request 
a Zoom meeting 
invitation. Participants 
can use Zoom on their 
smartphone, computer or 

tablet. Participants can 
also dial in with their 
phone to join the meeting. 
For more information, 
please call 770-773-9201 
and press 1 to speak with 
or leave a message for 
Dr. Danforth’s nurse.

About AdventHealth 
Gordon

Founded in 1935, 
AdventHealth Gordon is 
proud to be a member 
of AdventHealth. With 
a sacred mission of 
Extending the Healing 
Ministry of Christ, 
AdventHealth is a 
connected system of 
care for every stage of 
life and health. More 
than 80,000 skilled 
and compassionate 
caregivers in physician 
practices, hospitals, 
outpatient clinics, skilled 
nursing facilities, home 
health agencies and 
hospice centers provide 

individualized, wholistic 
care. A shared vision, 
common values, focus on 
whole-person health and 
commitment to making 
communities healthier 

unify the system’s 
nearly 50 hospital 
campuses and hundreds 
of care sites in diverse 
markets throughout 
almost a dozen states. 

For more information 
about AdventHealth, 
visit  AdventHealth.
com or Facebook.com/
AdventHealth.
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AdventHealth Gordon to host virtual Living Well class

GNTC student designs desk for Governor’s Office
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This reception desk located in the Governor’s Office in the Georgia State 
Capitol Building was designed by William Rutledge, a GNTC student and 
Georgia Correctional Industries (GCI) employee. Rutledge began working 
with GCI while serving a prison sentence and was hired full-time once he 
was released.
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GNTC student William Rutledge (left), 
stands with Jane Hansen, conference 
of court public information officer for the 
Supreme Court of Georgia, during the in-
stallation of a conference table designed 
by Rutledge while he was in prison.

www.gordongazettega.
com

DALTON, Georgia - Highland Rivers 
Health has launched an updated version of 
its website that includes four videos about the 
agency, as well as making its content available 
in Spanish. The updated site includes a new 
color scheme and photos of local communities 
the agency serves. The address of the Highland 
Rivers website is http://highlandrivershealth.
com. 

“The Highland Rivers website is really a 
tremendous resource for people to learn about 
our agency and find specific information about 
our services and how to access them,” said 
Highland Rivers CEO Melanie Dallas. “The 
videos are a great addition to our site and allow 
members of our communities to hear firsthand 
from individuals who have received services 
from Highland Rivers and are now living in 
recovery.”

Last year Highland Rivers worked with 
local production company Broadcast Atlanta to 
develop a series of four short videos about the 
agency and its services. Focusing on the theme 
“Recovery is the heart of Highland Rivers 
Health,” the videos involved more than three 
dozen staff and individuals sharing personal 
stories and perspectives. All four videos can be 
viewed from the website homepage. 

Highland Rivers last updated its website 
in 2016, which involved a substantial redesign 

and reorganization of information on the site, 
and the addition of several online referral 
forms and resources for staff. In addition, 
because many people only access the internet 
with a mobile device, the website was designed 
to display clearly on mobile devices, and all 
phone numbers on the website can be activated 
from a mobile device by simply touching the 
number on the screen.

Currently, visitors to the Highland 
Rivers website are greeted with a pop-up 
with information about changes to agency 
procedures resulting from the COVID-
19 outbreak. Once that window is closed, 
visitors can access information about agency 
services and scroll down the page to find the 
videos. Visitors can view the site in Spanish by 
clicking the “Español” link below the agency 
logo in the upper-left corner of the homepage. 

Highland Rivers Health provides 
comprehensive treatment and support 
services for adults, children and families, and 
veterans affected by mental health disorders, 
intellectual developmental disabilities and 
addictive disease. Highland Rivers operates 
more than two-dozen treatment facilities 
across a 4,400-square mile area of Northwest 
Georgia that includes Bartow, Cherokee, 
Fannin, Floyd, Gilmer, Gordon, Haralson, 
Murray, Paulding, Pickens, Polk and Whitfield 
counties,. For more information, visit http://
highlandrivershealth.com.  

In website update, Highland Rivers 
adds videos, Spanish option

CONTRIBUTED
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Diane Jones
Diane Bradford Jones, 63, of Calhoun, died on 

Tuesday, May 12, 2020, at Floyd Medical Center 
following several months of declining health. Diane 
was born in Michigan on Oct. 14, 1956. She was 
preceded in death by her brothers, Alan and Ricky 
Bradford. 

A big part of Diane’s life was athletics. She 
was a player, a referee and a coach. Diane will be 
remembered as a mentor to many children through 
the years. In recent years, she coached the children 
of those she had worked with when they were young. 
Since 2002, Diane had been the assistant director 
of the Gordon County Department of Parks and 
Recreation.

Diane is survived by her husband, Steve Jones; her 
daughter, Nikki Jones, and her special friend, Antwon 
Gordon; her parents, Thomas and Edith Garrett 
Bradford; her grandchildren, Peyton Robinson and 
Steven Jones of Calhoun; her brothers, Larry and 
Mickey Bradford of Calhoun; her sisters, Darlene 

(David) Farrell and Debbie (Ricky) Randolph; 
sister-in-law and brother-in-law; Pam and Dwayne 
Smith of Ringgold and niece and nephew, Michael 
and Sydney Smith of Ringgold and a special niece, 
Ashley Farrell of Calhoun. Other family members 
and many good friends also survive.

To honor her wishes, Diane’s body was cremated. 
A public memorial service will be announced at a 
later date.

The family asks that flowers be omitted, and 
friends have asked that contributions be made on 
her obituary page to the funeral home to help defray 
medical and funeral expenses. 

Friends may sign the online guest register at 
www.maxbrannonandsons.com.

The Brannon family and staff are honored to 
serve the family of Diane Bradford Jones.

Sarah Lake
Sarah Harrison Lake, age 90, of Phoenix, Ariz. 

and formerly of Calhoun, passed away peacefully on 
Wednesday, May 13, 2020.

Sarah was a member of the Calhoun High School 
Graduating Class of 1947. Later she continued her 
education at Shorter College of Rome.

She was the daughter of the late Mims and Alice 
Harrison of Calhoun.

In addition to her Arizona family, she is survived 
by two brothers, David Harrison and his wife, Dot; 
and Lamar Harrison and his wife, Cathy, of Calhoun.

Thomas Funeral Home makes this announcement 
for the Harrison family.

Weekend, May 16 2020

-The Life Choice 
Hospice Bereavement 
Support Group will 
be meeting the 2nd 
Tuesday of each month. 
The support group 
is open to anyone in 
the community who 
would like to attend. 
The office and support 
group are located at 
189 Professional Court, 
Suite 300, Calhoun. For 
Information, contact 
Jennifer at 706-602-
9001.

-The Northwest 
Georgia Parkinson 
Disease Association, 
Inc., is offering a 
monthly support group 
for persons living with 
Parkinson Disease, their 
caregivers, family and 
friends. The support 
group will meet at 
Gordon Hospi ta l ; 
Conference Room A. For 
any questions about the 
support group and future 
meetings, call James 
Trussell at 706-235- 
3164 or 706-346-5678.

- F a m i l i e s 
Anonymous is a 12-step 
program, for those 
concerned about drug 
abuse and behavior 
problems of a relative 
or friend. Completely 
anonymous ,  non 
professional, and non 
religious. No dues, no 
fees. Not connected with 
any hospital or agency. 
Located on Red Bud 
Road in plaza below 
Fitness First, next to 
Calhoun Counseling 
Center (Dr. Bledsoe’s 
office). Meeting every 
Thursday 7 - 8 p.m. Call 
770-548-7849 for more 
information.

-Bondage Breakers- 
Breaking the chains of 
addiction one soul at a 
time. Every Thursday 
night at 7 p.m. at Crane 
Eater  Community 
Church, located at 3168 
Red Bud Rd Calhoun, 
GA 30701.

-The Georgia 
Chapter of the 
A l z h e i m e r ’ s 
A s s o c i a t i o n  i s 
sponsoring a monthly 
support group at 
Morning Pointe Assisted 
Living, 660 Jolly Road, 
on the third Tuesday of 
each month at 6 p.m. 
For more information 
or directions, call Mary 

Braden at 770-548-
4683 or Karen Parrott 
at 706-346-5220. For 
more information 
about dementia and 
Alzheimer’s disease, call 
800-272-3900 or visit 
www.alz.org/georgia.

-Special Care Plus, 
a free one-on-one 
consultation program, 
offers education and 
information to primary 
caregivers of persons 
with dementia. Any 
primary caregiver who 
is caring for a loved 
one with dementia in 
the home is eligible to 
receive this program. 
To learn more about 
the Special Care Plus 
program, call 800-272-
3900.

-Want to make 
a difference in the 
community? Tapestry 
Hospice is seeking 
volunteers to provide 
companionship to our 
patients, read books, 
make crafts, garden, 
light house cleaning, 
administrative work, 
etc. If you’re interested 
contact Megan at 
m e g a n . g u t h r i e @
tapestryhospice.com

-The Alzheimer’s 
Association’s Caring 
Closet was created to 
help offset the high cost 
of incontinent products 
and give the families 
support they often 
desperately need. If you 
would like to visit the 
nearest Closet, call the 
chapter office to receive 
a flier with locations and 
hours. Morning Pointe 
in Calhoun has a Caring 
Closet; call Mary Braden 
at 706-629-0777.

- C o m m u n i t y 
volunteers are needed 
at Countryside Hospice 
Care, where the mission 
is to promote comfort 
and dignity at the end of 
life. The agency covers 
26 Northwest Georgia 
counties between three 
offices in LaFayette, 
Rome, and Newnan. 
If you would like to 
participate in this 
rewarding program, call 
706-638-7651 or 1-800-
660-7381.

-Discovering Hope, 
an autism support 
group for Northwest 
Georgia, meets the 
fourth Tuesday of each 

month at 6:30 p.m. at 
Friendship Baptist 
Church, Rocky Face. 
For more information, 
call Connie Post at 
706-673-7765 or www.
discoveringhope.us.

-Caring Connection 
is a telephone support 
group especially for 
caregivers of loved 
ones with Alzheimer’s 
who cannot leave their 
homes because of care 
responsibilities. This 
support group is as 
close as the phone. Call 
706-275-0819 or 1-800-
272-3900 and ask to 
be enrolled in Caring 
Connection.

-Grief Recovery 
Group for those who 
have lost loved ones 
and friends, receive 
support and guidance 
with the Four Tasks of 
Grieving. Cost is Free. 
Second Wednesday of 
each month at 1 p.m. 
at Harris Radiation 
Therapy Center at 
Gordon Hospital. For 
more information or 
to RSVP, please call 
706.879.5850.

-The Compassionate 
Friends of Dalton and 
N.W. Georgia is part of 
a worldwide effort that 
has helped many families 
cope with the loss of 
a child and to honor 
our children’s memory. 
The Compassionate 
Friends meets on the 
third Thursday of each 
month from 7 to 9 p.m. 
at Evangelical Methodist 
Church (in the “Gathering 
Place” building), 1035 
Abutment Road, Dalton 
(on the hill behind the 
old Lowe’s off Walnut 
Avenue). For more 
information, call Dawn 
at 706-277-3312 or 
706-264-4458 or e-mail 
dawnsisson@msn.com.

-SING (Surviving 
Infidelity Necessary 
to your Growth) has 
formed here. If you are 
experiencing difficulty 
in marriage and are 
looking for ways to 
survive, then you should 
come and be part of 
these meetings designed 
to help, encourage, 
and solve issues in a 
marriage that can lead to 
a promising future ahead 
for the entire family. For 
more information, call 

Iroka Moore at 706-629-
2880.

-United Hospice is 
seeking volunteers who 
can help others through 
companionship, reading, 
sharing, and other small 
tasks. Give the gift of 
caring and enjoy the 
privilege of sharing in 
your local area. Call Dan 
Hogan at 706-602-9546 
or 800-867-7976.

-Looking for a 
12-step meeting for 
men and women? At 
“Road to Recovery,” 
recognizing Jesus Christ 
as our higher power, 
they take the 12 steps 
and compare how they 
are taken from scripture 
and how to apply them to 
our lives to experience 
true freedom from the 
bondages of addiction. 
The meetings are free 
and open to the public 
at World Harvest Church 
locations in Cherokee 
and Gordon counties. 
For more information, 
call  706-602-1919. 
The Calhoun church is 
located at 2335 Red Bud 
Road. The meetings here 
are every Monday and 
Thursday at 7 p.m.

-A 12-step-meeting 
for  Overeaters 
Anonymous is held at 
St. Mark’s Episcopal 
Church, 901 W. Emory 
St, Dalton on Thursdays 

at 6 p.m. Call Nan at 706-
695-9008 or Stephanie at 
706-847-8125 for more 
information.

-Caring for a loved 
one who is suffering 
from late-stage cancer 
is certainly one of life’s 
hardest experiences. But 
you do not have to go 
through this alone. The 
Harris Radiation Therapy 
Center at Gordon 
Hospital provides a 
place for you to meet 
each month with others 
who understand what 
you are going through 
during this difficult 
time. Strength for 
Caring, a support group 
for caregivers of patients 
with advanced stages 
of cancer meets on the 
second Tuesday of each 
month from 2-3 p.m. 
at the Harris Radiation 
Therapy Center at 
Gordon Hospital, 1035 
Red Bud Road. For more 
information, please call 
706-879-5853.

-Dealing with a 
cancer diagnosis is 
difficult for everyone 
involved – the patient 
and their loved ones. 
But you are not alone. 
The Harris Radiation 
Therapy Center at 
Gordon Hospital, 1035 
Red Bud Road, hosts a 
Support Group for cancer 
patients, survivors, and 

caregivers on the third 
Wednesday of each 
month from noon until 
1 p.m. Lunch is served. 
For more information 
and to RSVP, please call 
706-879-5853. We offer 
a hand to hold and an 
ear to listen as you go 
through this difficult 
time.

-The Alzheimer’s 
Auxiliary of North 
Georgia is seeking new 
members. Members 
of this auxiliary are a 
vital part in the work 
of the Alzheimer’s 
Association. Currently, 
two auxiliaries, one in 
North Georgia and one in 
Atlanta, provide support 
and financial assistance 
to people affected by 
Alzheimer’s disease. 
There are many volunteer 
opportunities to work 
with the regional offices 
in supporting those 
living with the disease, 
as well as caregivers. 
Some events auxiliary 
members participate in 
are an annual bake sale, 
the annual gala, Memory 
Walk, and health fairs. 
For annual membership, 
yearly dues of $35 per 
person are requested. For 
more information about 
joining the Alzheimer’s 
Auxiliary, contact the 
Alzheimer’s Association 
at 706-275-0819.

Help for the Hurting

County Commissioner, District 1:
M.L. “Bud” Owens (Incumbent - 

Republican)

County Commissioner, District 3:
Norris Sexton (Incumbent - 

Republican)
Robert “Rob” Ballard (Republican)
Bruce Potts, Jr. (Republican)

County Commissioner, District 5:

Kevin Cunningham (Incumbent - 
Republican)

Clerk of Superior Court:
Grant Walraven (Incumbent - 

Republican)

Coroner:
James Carver (Incumbent - 

Republican)
Ken Padgett (Republican)

Judge of Probate Court:
John “Richie” Parker (Incumbent - 

non-partisan office)

Sheriff:
Sheriff Mitch Ralston (Incumbent - 

Republican)

Tax Commissioner:
Scott Clements (Incumbent - 

Republican)

County Board of Education,  
Post 2:

Jason Hendrix (Incumbent - 
Republican)

County Board of Education,  
Post 4:

Bobby Hall (Incumbent - 
Republican)

Rod Brehm (Republican)

County Board of Education,  
Post 6:

Christie Owens Fox (Republican)
Samuel T. Jewell (Republican)
Bryon Reeves (Republican)

Magistrate Judge:
Pat Rasbury (Incumbent - 

Republican)

Full ballots for all local, state and 
federal offices up for election, see 

page 4A.

ELECTION
From page 1A
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Ally Freeman, who’s pursuing 
her doctorate in physical therapy 
at Georgia Southern University 
in Savannah, used to spend about 
nine hours a week getting hands-on 
experience in a classroom or a lab.

That was before the COVID-
19 pandemic, which has disrupted 
daily life around the globe as 
governments and private businesses 
try to contain the spread of the virus.

Freeman and other students 
working on degrees in the medical 
field now find themselves in a 
predicament they could not have 
anticipated. With restrictions 
on human interaction, they 
can’t do some of the things they 
would normally be doing to gain 
proficiency.      

“Our whole curriculum depends 
on learning skills and being hands-
on,” says Freeman, 24, whose 
classes are now conducted entirely 
online. “That’s what’s been so hard. 
Because at some point, they have to 
make sure that we are safe to treat 
people.”

The impact of COVID-19 has 
affected every industry. Clerical 
workers have left their office 
cubicles to work from home. 
Restaurant workers have shifted 
from table duty to handling curbside 
pick-ups. Teachers are engaging 
with their students online instead of 
in the classroom.

Like other businesses, health 
care educational institutions have 
implemented virtual classes on a 
temporary basis. But the move to 
such relatively remote learning can 
go only so far. Medical education, 
like the medical profession itself, 
often requires personal interaction 
and touching.

“You can’t just graduate from 
PA school and not have touched 
a patient,” says Bailey Dickinson, 
a 24-year-old physician assistant 

student at South University in 
Savannah.

Restrictions on human 
interaction have left medical 
education institutions trying to 
adjust as best they can. In March, 
for example, the Association 
of American Medical Colleges 
(AAMC), which accredits major 
teaching hospitals, recommended 
that medical students not be 
involved in direct patient contact. 
This move was based partly on 
limited availability of personal 
protective equipment and testing, 
the AAMC said in mid-April.

Medical educators have taken 
extensive measures to modify their 
lessons, and they’ve had to do it 
fast.

“All the faculty hit the 
ground running because medical 
school students’ schedules are 
so constricted,” says Dr. Amy 
Baldwin, the campus director of  
curriculum for first- and second-
year students at the University of 
Georgia and Augusta University 
medical partnership.

SHigher education systems 
throughout Georgia have already 
“gone virtual” for the remainder of 
the spring semester. Now they are 
transitioning courses to be taught 
online in summer, too, according 
to the updated guidelines from the 
University System of Georgia. And 
educators’ hopes for a “normal” fall 
are up in the air.

In the meantime, students 
face an unprecedented challenge 
as they adjust to the new learning 
environment. Freeman says her 
current schedule consists of virtual 
classes in the morning, followed 
by videos and tasks that must be 
completed by the next day’s class.

“We’re trying to get everything 
that can be done through 
demonstration videos and reading. 
But . . . that’s a ton of material,” says 
Freeman.

From a medical educator’s 
perspective, virtual Zoom meetings 

have been an effective tool for 
professors. Nothing beats in-person 
instruction, but faculty are doing 
their best to work with available 
technology.

“Our faculty have made use 
of a lot of different instructional 
mechanisms,” Baldwin says.

Students like Freeman still are 
concerned about how the programs 
will make up for lost time and build 
the vital skills needed for them to 
be confident in their future health 
careers.

Among students in the UGA/AU 
medical partnership program, the 
third-year students are considered 
to be in their clinical years, because 
that’s when they are ordinarily in 
the hospitals doing their rotations or 
clerkships.  Baldwin notes that the 
pandemic has been most disruptive 
for these students, because clinical 
opportunities have become scarce.          

That’s the case for Dickinson, 
the PA student, who was about 
to start clinical rotations. During 
rotations, a student is placed in a 
medical specialty, like working as 
a physical therapist or in a family 
practice office, getting hands-on 
experience under the supervision of 
seasoned practitioners.

“Our program used to have 
eight rotations, five weeks each, in 
different settings. So we would go 
into a pediatrics office, into surgical 
units in the hospital, various places 
like that,” explains Dickinson. “We 
have now switched to two and a 
half weeks online with virtual cases, 
followed by two and a half weeks of 
clinic at places that aren’t hospitals.”

In addition, the strain that the 
pandemic has put on hospitals has 
closed off many opportunities for 
students. Numerous hospitals are 
not taking any students at this time, 
and students who were matched 
with hospitals before the pandemic 
have had those rotations canceled 
or delayed.

Virtual case studies act as patient 
simulation exercises, so students 

can still learn to diagnose and treat 
specific medical conditions. For 
example, after observing a robotic 
patient on the screen, Dickinson 
must click the appropriate boxes to 
indicate which types of lab work the 
patient needs.       

Finding ways to incorporate 
real-life scenarios into medical 
training has been an important task 
for Baldwin and the rest of the 
UGA/AU faculty.

“We’ve worked students who 
have graduated from the program 
into the curriculum. They’ve been 
on the front lines for COVID-19 
and have come back and given their 
perspective,” Baldwin says.

Some students are concerned 
about their ability to complete 
necessary steps in order to enter a 
medical program.

“I have an entire checklist of 
things I need to get done before 
starting my program in August,” 
says Emily Gwaltney, a 25-year-
old pre-nursing student at Athens 
Technical College. The list includes 
updating immunizations, becoming 
CPR-certified, and having a 
standard background check and a 
drug screening test.

“I really don’t feel like I’m in a 
place to visit anywhere to complete 
these tasks because, in my opinion, 
they’ve got bigger fish to fry,” 
Gwaltney says.

Gwaltney’s anatomy class used 
to consist of two-hour lectures twice 
a week and a three-hour lab once a 
week. While her professor always 
recorded lectures that corresponded 
to the chapters he would teach, it 
used to be part of a broader package.
There’s no substitute for a real 
patient

For Baldwin’s students, the first 
anatomy lab exam was conducted 
virtually.

“Instead of in-person, hands-on, 
it was done with images,” Baldwin 
says.

Students are eager to return to 
their normal habit of working one-

on-one with patients, because that’s 
central to what they’ll be doing 
once they begin their careers.       

“There is something to be said 
for seeing patients in a clinic hands-
on with the doctor that you’re 
with. I feel like you’re more likely 
to remember the disease and the 
treatment if you see the case in 
person,’’ Dickinson says.

For Freeman, patient interaction 
is critical to being a good physical 
therapist. “You can watch all the 
videos you want,” she says, but it’s 
important to actually feel what’s 
working or not working for a patient. 
And without “repetitive practice,” 
so that certain tasks become second 
nature to the caregiver, “it’s hard to 
get proper experience.”

Despite the current problems, 
students know they will eventually 
get the patient interaction they need 
to become licensed. They can’t 
move forward without it.

“Our accreditation depends on 
students having a certain amount of 
hours in clinicals, so they can’t just 
shorten that,” Freeman says.

While the disruptions of the 
pandemic have delayed some 
important steps in receiving a medical 
degree, Baldwin is not worried that 
these delays will negatively affect 
the students’ future professional 
lives. She believes studying in a 
time of pandemic restrictions, with 
all the inconveniences involved, has 
pushed the students to be more 
resourceful.

“I think this situation, and how 
our program has adapted to it, has 
really developed an institution and a 
population of learners that are much 
more resilient,” she says.

Andi Clements is a public 
relations graduate student at the 
University of Georgia. She received 
her bachelor’s degree in economics 
and is interested in business and 
non-profit sustainability. She has 
a portfolio at https://andiclements.
wixsite.com/mysite  

GEORGIA HEALTH NEWS: A strange,  
difficult time to study medicine

ANDI CLEMENTS,  
Georgia Health News
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“Over the past several years, I’ve been watching 
and involved in some of the things that are going on 
in the (Gordon County) Board of Education and I 
really didn’t like those things. I realize that if I want 
change, I need to run to help implement change,” 
said Brehm. 

If elected, Brehm wants more transparency with 
the Board.

“I would like to open the Board up,” said Brehm. 
“Make it available to those in the public who may 
show up for a Board meeting that are not aware 
of the current process to speak at the meeting. I’d 
like to give them a voice when they come to our 
meetings. I’d also like the Board to be more open 
to the public with their spending and get a grasp on 
what they spend and how much they spend. I don’t 
like the fact that they’ve gone to a spending limit of 
$20,000 without Board approval. I’d like to improve 
that.”

Brehm also worked a lot with security at DNR, 

working security during the 1996 Olympic Games 
and at various parks, and would like to see more 
security measures at the schools. At his time with 
DNR, Brehm also presented thousands of programs 
at schools throughout the state, including boater and 
hunter safety education and water safety education. 
He and local law enforcement also implemented a 
reading program at the elementary schools in the 
area he served to show students the necessity of 
being able to read. 
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-The Calhoun Pregnancy Center Inc., located on the 
corner of Peters Street and East Belmont Drive, is open 
every Monday, Tuesday and Friday from noon until 4 
p.m. The center is also open each Thursday from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Saturday available by appointment only. Closed 
Wednesdays and Sundays. To visit the center, call 706-625-
5768 to make an appointment.

-BONDAGE BREAKERS - Breaking the chains of 
addiction one soul at a time. Every Thursday night at 7 
p.m. at Crane Eater Community Church, located at 3168 
Red Bud Rd Calhoun, GA 30701.

-Calhoun AA Group meetings. Monday, Wednesday 
and Saturday from 7 - 8 p.m.; Tuesday and Thursday from 
12 - 1 p.m. and Sunday 9:30 - 10:30 a.m. Located at 318 
North River Street, Calhoun, GA, 30701.

-Volunteers make a wonderful difference! 
PruittHealth Hospice is looking for people of vision and 
empathy who wish to make a difference in their community 
one person at a time. If you have a heart for others and 
wish to be of service, please contact us at 706-602-9546. 
Remember…you can make a difference for the good!

-Want to make a difference in the community? 
Tapestry Hospice is seeking volunteers to provide 
companionship to our patients, read books, make crafts, 
garden, light house cleaning, administrative work, etc. 
If you’re interested contact Megan at megan.guthrie@
tapestryhospice.com

-The Life Choice Hospice Bereavement Support 
Group will be meeting the 2nd Tuesday of each month. 
The support group is open to anyone in the community 
who would like to attend. The office and support group are 
located at 189 Professional Court, Suite 300, Calhoun. For 
Information, contact Jennifer at 706-602-9001.

-Special Care Plus, a free one-on-one consultation 
program, offers education and information to primary 
caregivers of persons with dementia. Any primary caregiver 
who is caring for a loved one with dementia in the home 
is eligible to receive this program. To learn more about the 
Special Care Plus program, call 800-272-3900.

-The Alzheimer’s Association’s Caring Closet was 
created to help offset the high cost of incontinent products 
and give the families support they often desperately need. 
If you would like to visit the nearest Closet, call the chapter 
office to receive a flier with locations and hours. Morning 
Pointe in Calhoun has a Caring Closet; call Mary Braden 
at 706-629-0777.

-The Northwest Georgia Parkinson Disease 
Association, Inc., is offering a monthly support group for 
persons living with Parkinson Disease, their caregivers, 
family and friends. The support group will meet at Gordon 
Hospital; Conference Room A. For any questions about the 
support group and future meetings, call James Trussell at 
706-235- 3164 or 706-346-5678.

-Are you interested in losing pounds and inches? Join 
TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) for support and how-to 
information. Meetings are on Monday nights. Weigh-ins 
begin at 6 p.m., and group support and information starts 
at 7 p.m. at the Gordon County Senior Citizens Center, 150 
Cambridge Court, Calhoun. For more information, call 
706-847-3306.

-Community volunteers are needed at Countryside 
Hospice Care, where the mission is to promote comfort and 
dignity at the end of life. The agency covers 26 Northwest 
Georgia counties between three offices in LaFayette, 
Rome, and Newnan. If you would like to participate in this 
rewarding program, call 706-638-7651 or 1-800-660-7381.

-Discovering Hope, an autism support group for 
Northwest Georgia, meets the fourth Tuesday of each 
month at 6:30 p.m. at Friendship Baptist Church, Rocky 
Face. For more information, call Connie Post at 706-673-
7765 or www.discoveringhope.us.

-Caring Connection is a telephone support 
group especially for caregivers of loved ones with 
Alzheimer’s who cannot leave their homes because of 
care responsibilities. This support group is as close as the 
phone. Call 706-275-0819 or 1-800-272-3900 and ask to be 
enrolled in Caring Connection.

-Grief Recovery Group for those who have lost 
loved ones and friends, receive support and guidance 
with the Four Tasks of Grieving. Cost is Free. Second 
Wednesday of each month at 1 p.m. at Harris Radiation 
Therapy Center at Gordon Hospital. For more information 

or to RSVP, please call 706.879.5850.
-The Compassionate Friends of Dalton and N.W. 

Georgia is part of a worldwide effort that has helped 
many families cope with the loss of a child and to honor 
our children’s memory. The Compassionate Friends meets 
on the third Thursday of each month from 7 to 9 p.m. at 
Evangelical Methodist Church (in the “Gathering Place” 
building), 1035 Abutment Road, Dalton (on the hill behind 
the old Lowe’s off Walnut Avenue). For more information, 
call Dawn at 706-277-3312 or 706-264-4458 or e-mail 
dawnsisson@msn.com.

-SING (Surviving Infidelity Necessary to your 
Growth) has formed here. If you are experiencing difficulty 
in marriage and are looking for ways to survive, then you 
should come and be part of these meetings designed to 
help, encourage, and solve issues in a marriage that can 
lead to a promising future ahead for the entire family. For 
more information, call Iroka Moore at 706-629-2880.

-United Hospice is seeking volunteers who can help 
others through companionship, reading, sharing, and other 
small tasks. Give the gift of caring and enjoy the privilege 
of sharing in your local area. Call Dan Hogan at 706-602-
9546 or 800-867-7976.

-Looking for a 12-step meeting for men and women? 
At “Road to Recovery,” recognizing Jesus Christ as our 

higher power, they take the 12 steps and compare how 
they are taken from scripture and how to apply them to 
our lives to experience true freedom from the bondages of 
addiction. The meetings are free and open to the public at 
World Harvest Church locations in Cherokee and Gordon 
counties. For more information, call 706-602-1919. The 
Calhoun church is located at 2335 Red Bud Road. The 
meetings here are every Monday and Thursday at 7 p.m.

-A 12-step-meeting for Overeaters Anonymous is 
held at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, 901 W. Emory St, 
Dalton on Thursdays at 6 p.m. Call Nan at 706-695-9008 or 
Stephanie at 706-847-8125 for more information.

-Caring for a loved one who is suffering from 
late-stage cancer is certainly one of life’s hardest 
experiences. But you do not have to go through this alone. 
The Harris Radiation Therapy Center at Gordon Hospital 
provides a place for you to meet each month with others 
who understand what you are going through during this 
difficult time. Strength for Caring, a support group for 
caregivers of patients with advanced stages of cancer meets 
on the second Tuesday of each month from 2-3 p.m. at the 
Harris Radiation Therapy Center at Gordon Hospital, 1035 
Red Bud Road. For more information, please call 706-879-
5853.

Help for the Community

Weekend, May 16 2020

CANDIDATES
From page 1A

R
E
P
U
B
L
I
C
A
N

VOTE FOR

ANDY GUNTHER
FOR U.S. CONGRESS

Christian & Constitutional Conservative

From This District, For This District!

I have been serving this District longer than any other candidate!
Paid for by Friends of Andy Gunther, Inc.|P.O. Box 115|Bremen, GA 30110|770-568-4042

Most Qualified

• 22-Year Army 
Veteran

• MBA- Management
• FEMA: Certifications
• Global Experience
• Business Owner
• Community 

Volunteer

SERVANT LEADER

PRO-LIFE
PRO-GUN
PRO-TRUMP

TERM LIMITS
LOWER TAXES
ELIMINATE DEBT

The establishment has chosen their candidate!
But you can elect Andy Gunther, NOW thru June 9th!

WWW.ANDYGUNTHER.COM

facilities have had a total of 315 patients who 
have recovered from COVID-19, and 118 deaths as 
of Friday at noon. Phoebe currently has 63 patients 
still fighting COVID-19 in their facilities.  

After Albany, the flyover continued to Waycross, 
Jesup, Brunswick and ended the day flying over 
Savannah.

The 165th Airlift Wing is a unit of the Georgia Air 
National Guard, stationed at Savannah Air National 
Guard Base. The mission of the 165th Airlift Wing 
is to provide air transport for airborne forces, their 
equipment and supplies with delivery by airdrop or 
airland, and to provide strategic airlift of personnel, 
equipment and supplies.

The 165th Airlift Wing, known as the Guard 
Dawgs, is a C-130H Hercules Airlift Unit, subject 
to be called for assistance during state emergencies 
to provide food, medical supplies, equipment, and 
trained personnel, not only within our state and 
nation, but in foreign countries as well.

FLYOVER
From page 1A
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AD Photography specializes in all aspects 
of photography. We are members of the 

Professional Photographers of America and 
strive to give our clients the best memories 

and photographic quality.

Family
Newborn

Sports
Senior
Prom

Birthday
Wedding

Engagement
Concert

Event Photography

 706-252-5679
       Find us on Facebook

DALTON, Ga.–Beginning 
Monday, May 18, limited 
visitation will be allowed 
for Hamilton Medical Center 
(HMC) patients who desire a 
visit and can safely receive a 
visit.

“Certainly, many people 
have delayed care during the 
last few months due to COVID-
19,” said Sandy McKenzie, 
COO. “We know how 
important a support person can 
be, and not being able to have 
that person around likely has 
discouraged people in coming 
to the hospital. We have 
been monitoring the COVID 
activity in our community and 
are now ready to adjust our 
restrictions to allow limited 
visitation. We’re taking many 
extra steps to keep you and our 
associates safe.”

Hamilton is following CDC 
guidelines and has put many 
measures in place to help keep 
you safe. When patients arrive 
at HMC, they are greeted by 

a staff member who will take 
their temperature, screen for 
COVID-19 symptoms and 
provide hand sanitizer and 
a face mask if the patient 
doesn’t already have one.

Visitors must enter through 
the main entrance (accessible 
from Memorial Drive) and 
will be screened, including 
a temperature check and 

COVID-19 symptom and 
exposure screening.

Visitations will be limited 
to one support person, 18 or 
older, from 9 to 10 a.m., 12 
to 1 p.m., or 5 to 6 p.m. 
The visiting hour cannot be 
split with other people. Once a 
person has checked in to visit 
a room, no one else will be 
allowed to enter until the next 
visiting hour.

Everyone who enters the 
hospital will need to wear a 
mask or face covering. Visitors 
are encouraged to bring their 
own mask or face covering as 
long as it is not soiled or dirty. 

HMC screening staff will 
provide a visitor’s badge that 
must be worn at all times 
during the visit. Visitors are 
not permitted in areas other 
than the designated room of 
the patient they are visiting, 
and only during the visiting 
hour.

Emergency Department, 
surgical and endoscopy 
patients may have one support 
person with them provided 
that they meet the visitation 

qualifications. Visitors in 
the Emergency Department 
must stay with the patient 
while in the department. The 
support person for surgical 
and endoscopy patients must 
wait in designated waiting 
areas or in their vehicle after 
coordinating with staff.

If  an Emergency 
Department, surgical or 
endoscopy patient is admitted 
to a patient floor at HMC, 
the support person must exit 
and re-enter through the main 
entrance during one of the 
visiting hours.

Labor and delivery patients 
may have one support person 
(spouse, partner, doula, etc.) 
for the duration of delivery 
and postpartum care. The 
support person must wear a 
mask or face covering except 
when in the room alone with 
mother and baby. 

“Though our processes and 
services look and feel different 
now, we’re committed to 
providing the safest and 
highest level of care,” said 
McKenzie. “We are here and 

ready to meet your healthcare 
needs.”

CONTRIBUTED

Hamilton Medical Center implementing plan to 
safely open back up, allowing limited visitation

Safety Measures at 
Hamilton Medical 

Center

•Screening for COVID-19 
symptoms at the door
•Separate care areas for CO-
VID-19 and non-COVID-19 pa-
tients
•Proper personal protective 
equipment for staff members
•Social distancing
•Sanitizing stations throughout 
the facility
•Xenex germ-zapping robots to 
disinfect 99.9 percent of dan-
gerous contaminants
•Staggered appointments to 
minimize the number of people 
in a given area
•Face masks provided to all 
patients and staff members, re-
gardless of symptoms

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Sandy McKenzie

Community Events
June 2020
-The GEM Theatre, located at 114 North Wall 

Street in Calhoun, is excited to welcome back to their 
stage, 90’s Alt-Rock band Sister Hazel. The show will 
be held on Friday, June 26, beginning at 8 p.m. Tickets 
for the GEM performance range from $40 - $50 and 
can be purchased online by visiting the GEM’s website 
www.calhoungemtheatre.org.

August 2020
-Who’s Bad: The Ultimate Michael Jackson 

Experience is coming to the GEM Theatre 
on Saturday, Aug. 1, beginning at 7:30 p.m. The 
performance is presented by Floyd Urgent Care in 
Calhoun. The GEM is located at 114 North Wall Street. 
Tickets for the event at the GEM range from $35 - $40. 
For tickets, visit www.calhoungemtheatre.org/

-Carman, the Christian artist who has consistently 
operated outside the box of Christian music, will 
be taking the state of the GEM Theatre for a nice 

of worship on Friday, Aug. 7, beginning at 7:30 
p.m. The GEM is located at 114 North Wall Street in 
Calhoun. Tickets range from $30 - $35 and can be 
purchased online by visiting the GEM’s website www.
calhoungemtheatre.org.

Notices
-TALLATOONA BEGINS LIHEAP COOLING 

ASSISTANCE. Low Income Energy Assistance 
Program Cooling Assistance available; appointments 
have begun for seniors: Tallatoona Community 
Action Partnership, Inc. has begun the annual Low 
Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) 
Cooling Assistance for Gordon County.

On April 1 at 8:30 a.m., Tallatoona began accepting 
appointments for the LIHEAP cooling program for senior 
households age 65 and older, along with homebound 
households. Appointments for the general public will be 
accepted beginning May 1, beginning at 8:30 a.m.

Gordon County residents who qualify will receive 
either $350 or $400 toward their electric bill.

To schedule an appointment, visit the Tallatoona 
website at www.tallatoonacap.org and click ‘BookNow,’ 
or call 770-817-4666, extension 2.

It’s important to note that due to health and 
safety concerns related to COVID 19, appointments 
for assistance will be completed remotely by phone. 
Tallatoona officers are currently closed until further 
notice.

-Story times at the Calhoun-Gordon County 
Library, 100 N. Park Ave. in Calhoun, are 10:30 a.m. 
on Thursdays

-Fairmount Library is now located inside of City 
Hall on the second floor. Story time is held every 
second Saturday of the month at 11 a.m. and New 
Horizon Book Club is held on the second Thursday of 
the month. For more information call 706-337-5306.

-If your school, church, civic or other organization 
would like a representative from the Georgia State 
Patrol to come and speak with your group on law 
enforcement or public safety matters, call 706-624-
1477.
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Physician Group

PERSONALIZED CARE 
FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY

We accept most health insurance plans.

160 Curtis Parkway NE

Calhoun, GA

Primary Care • 706.529.3025

Neurosurgery & Spine • 706.529.7124

Michelle Little, DO 

Family Medicine

Jennifer Smith, FNP-C

Family Medicine

Justin Hare, DO

Neurosurgery and Spine

HamiltonHealth.com/calhoun

Hamilton Physician Group-
Calhoun Primary Care

706.529.3025

Hamilton Physician Group-
Neurosurgery and Spine

706.529.7124
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