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Early voting ends; more 
than 8,200 show up to vote 
early and 3,035 return mail 
in ballots. 
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Short -Term Nurs ing 
Program.
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Big names are visiting 
Northwest Georgia 
just ahead of Tuesday’s 
general election runoff 
that will decide two 
senate races. U.S. 

Agriculture Secretary 
Sonny Perdue, the former 
governor of Georgia, and 
former Texas governor 
Rick Perry will be in 
Gordon County today for 
a Keep Georgia Red rally 
at 2:45 p.m. The rally will 
take place at the Calhoun 
Stockyard, located at 
2270 Rome Road SW in 
Calhoun. The public is 
invited to the free event.

Sonny Perdue is the 
cousin of Senator David 

Perdue (R ), who is in a 
runoff against Democrat 
Jon Ossoff. Democrats 

have been working hard 
to flip Georgia blue, 
and the senate races in 

Georgia for both Perdue 
and Senator Kelly 
Loeffler are crucial to 

that goal. Loeffler faces a 
runoff against Democrat 
Raphael Warnock.

Brandi Owczarz
staff@gordongazettega.com

Sonny Perdue, Rick Perry to visit Gordon County 
today; President Trump to be in Dalton on Monday 

The Calhoun-Gordon 
County community 
stepped up in the second 
quarter of 2020, showing 
support to the healthcare 
workers and public safety 
officials dealing with the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
It was also a time of 
reflection and prayer 
in our community, not 
only for those suffering 
and dealing with the 
coronavirus, but for 
a country dealing with 
riots and unrest over the 
killings of civilians by 
police in several major 
cities across the United 
States.

APRIL 2020

Because Calhoun 
Cares makes first 
delivery of  an 
estimated 300 meals 
to  AdventHealth 
Gordon:  Because 
Calhoun Cares, a charity 
organization set up to 
utilize locally-owned 
restaurants and catering 
services to provide 
meals to employees of 
AdventHealth Gordon, 
along with those in the 
public considered at-risk 

during the COVID-19 
pandemic, made their 
first delivery of almost 
300 meals to hospital 
workers on Wednesday 
afternoon, April 1. 
Consisting of meals 
from King Street Market, 
Christian & Jakes, 
Thurston’s, Calhoun 
Coffee Company and 
Wall Street Catering, 
Because Calhoun Cares 
was the idea of King 
Street Market owner 
Denise Stripling, who 
enlisted the help of 
Mollie Surratt, owner of 
White Label Studio, a 
marketing agency based 
in Calhoun that services 
national brands.

Hundreds from 
the community show 
support for those 
working frontl ine 
at  AdventHealth 
Gordon: Hundreds 
of residents of the 
Calhoun-Gordon County 
community surrounded 
AdventHealth Gordon 
in vehicles on Thursday 
night, April 2, to show 
support for healthcare 
workers, public safety 
and patients during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

All parking lots of 
the local hospital were 

packed full of people 
wanting to show their 
support and pray for 
those working on the 
frontline of COVID-19. 
Organized by several in 

the community, those 
who showed up flashed 
their lights and honked 
their horns as doctors 
and nurses of the 
hospital came outside 

to be recognized for the 
tireless hours they are 
working at this time.

Year in Review: Second quarter of 2020 saw 
Gordon moving forward despite pandemic

Brandi Owczarz
staff@gordongazettega.com

See YIR,  
page 7A

Freight & Rail invited 
the public to come 
have “one last beer” 
earlier this week after 
announcing over social 
media that they were 
closing the doors of the 
downtown microbrewery 
at least for the month of 
January. 

Freight & Rail 
Brewing Company, 
which opened in March 
2020 at 118 South Park 
Avenue in downtown 
Calhoun, announced on 
Wednesday, Dec. 30, 
2020 they are shutting 
their doors for at least 

the month of January due 
to “lack of funding.”

“Since this summer, 
we have been trying 
to secure additional 
investments and partners 
for our business but 
have been unsuccessful,” 
said the microbrewery 
in a statement on their 
Facebook page. “We’re 
incredibly sorry that 
we’re not able to continue 
this adventure with you, 
especially since we’ve 
made so many great 
friends during these past 
nine months.”

The company then 
asked the public to 
continue checking in 
on their Facebook and 

Instagram pages for 
notification in the event 
they’re able to re-open.

The  company 
announced they would 
be open on New Year’s 
Eve until midnight for a 
New Year’s Eve Bash.

On Friday, Jan. 1, 
2021, Freight & Rail 
announced on their 
Facebook page that a 
GoFundMe had been set 
up.

“One of our amazing 
patrons has set up a 
GoFundMe for the 
brewery,” the statement 
said. “Even if we’re 

Freight & Rail announces 
closing; GoFundMe set up to 

help ailing establishment

See BREWERY,  
page 7A

Brandi Owczarz
staff@gordongazettega.com
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LEFT: President Donald Trump pictured at a rally in Rome, Ga. in early November 2020. The president will headline a Victory Rally 
in Dalton this Monday, Jan. 4. Gates open at 3 p.m., the event begins at 7 p.m. (Photo: LARRY GREESON/Staff). RIGHT PHOTO: 
Today, Agriculture Secretary Sonny Perdue and former Texas Governor Rick Perry will be in Calhoun beginning at 2:45 p.m. at the 
Calhoun Stockyard for a Keep Georgia Red Rally. (CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

See RALLYS,  
page 7A
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Final numbers are in 
Saturday morning for the 
early voting period in the 
General Election runoff, 
where two senate races 
and the race for Public 
Service Commissioner is 
being determined.

“We had 8,201 early 
voters and we have 
received back 3,035 
absentee ballots by mail,” 
said Gordon County 
Board of Elections and 
Voter Registration Chair 
Shea Hicks. “We still 
have 821 mail ballots 
that are outstanding.”

Precincts open at 7 

a.m. in Gordon County 
on the runoff election 
day this Tuesday, Jan. 
5, and will be open until 
7 p.m.

“We are hoping that we 
have a 60 percent voter 
turnout for this election,” 
said Hicks.

The three runoff races 
include incumbent 
senator David Perdue 
(Republican) facing 
Democrat challenger 
Jon Ossoff; a special 
election of incumbent 
senator Kelly Loeffler 
(Republican) ,  who 
was appointed to fill 
the unexpired term of 
former senator Johnny 

Isakson and is facing 
Democrat challenger 
Raphael Warnock; and 
incumbent Public Service 
Commissioner Lauren 
Bubba McDonald, Jr. 
(Republican), facing 
Democrat challenger 
Daniel Blackman.

For more information 
on the runoff election, 
visit https://www.mvp.
sos.ga.gov/

 Hicks reminds the 
public that the next 
election in Gordon 
County is March 16, 
2021 for an Educational 
SPLOST vote.  This year 
also will see Municipal 
Elections in November.
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Early voting ends, General Election runoff  
to be held this Tuesday, Jan. 5

Brandi Owczarz
staff@gordongazettega.com

Jonathan Edwards, pictured 
right, recently presented Calhoun’s 
Ronnie Reeves, pictured left, 
with a plaque from the Georgia 
High School Association for his 
more than 40 years of football 
officiating; Reeves has officiated 
41 total years for the GHSA and 52 
years of football officiating at the 
Calhoun Recreation Department. 
This is his final year officiating. 

The Northwest Georgia 
Football Officials Association 
(NWGFOA) is looking for those 
in the community interested in 
making a difference in the lives of 
teenagers throughout Northwest 

Georgia, including Calhoun-
Gordon County.

According to the NWGFOA, 
there’s a critical shortage of high 
school officials in almost every 
sport, with some communities 
having to postpone or cancel 
games due to the lack of officials 
to call games NWGFOA said there 
are many benefits to becoming 
an officials, including being a 
role model for the youth of your 
community; being an official is a 
great way to stay in good physical 
condition; the hours are flexible; 
you will earn extra income; it’s 
a good way to network and make 
lifetime friends; the earlier you 
begin, the higher levels you can 
achieve; you can stay connected 

to the sports you love; and it’s a 
lot of fun.

According to the official, the 
average annual pay for a football 
official is $1,500 per year, but the 
more you are available to work, 
the more you can make. Some 
football officials make as much 
as $3,000 per year, with others 
making up to $10,000 annually 
by calling multiple high school 
sports.

If you love football, and think 
you’d look good in stripes this 
fall, your journey to making a 
difference and helping prep sports 
begins by visiting the NWGFOA 
website at www.nwgfoa.org.

Ronnie Reeves recognized by GHSA  
for more than 40 years of football officiating

CONTRIBUTED

Legis la t ion  the 
General  Assembly 
passed this year covering 
a wide range of subjects 
from health care to law 
enforcement to Georgia’s 
foster care system will 
take effect with the new 
year.

Here is a summary of 
key bills that will take 
effect Jan. 1:

House Bill 888 takes 
aim at the practice of 
“surpr ise  bi l l ing” 
by requiring health 
insurance companies to 
cover emergency services 
a patient receives 
whether or not the 
provider is a participant 
in the patient’s insurance 
network, leaving it to 
providers and insurers 
to settle their differences 
through arbitration.

House Bill 911 
prohibits foster parents 
from engaging in 
improper sexual behavior 

with children in their 
care, closing a loophole 
in current state law. 
The measure was part 
of Georgia First Lady 
Marty Kemp’s initiative 
to better protect foster 
children.

House Bill 838 is 
aimed at protecting 
police and other first 
responders from bias-
mot iva ted  cr imes 
committed because of 
the victims’ “actual or 
perceived employment 
as a first responder.” 
Legislative Republicans 
pushed the bill as a 
companion measure to 
passage of the state’s 
first hate crimes law.

House Bill 1037 puts 
the state’s popular 
film tax credit under 
addit ional scrutiny 
by requiring all film 
productions located 
in Georgia to undergo 
mandatory audits by the 
Georgia Department of 
Revenue or third-party 
auditors. It also tightens 

rules governing how film 
companies transfer or 
sell unused tax credits to 
other businesses.

House Bill 244 assigns 
the Georgia Public 
Service Commission 
(PSC) the task of deciding 
how much the state’s 
electric membership 
cooperatives can charge 
t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
providers for broadband 
attachments to their 
utility poles, a bid to 
promote the expansion 
of rural broadband 
service. The new rates 
set by the PSC will take 
effect July 1.

Senate Bill 426 requires 
manufacturers that 
use the cancer-causing 
chemical ethylene oxide 
to report any waste spills 
or gas releases to the 
state within 24 hours. 
The director of the 
Georgia Environmental 
Protection Division then 
must post the information 
on the agency’s website.

New year brings new 
laws to Georgia

CAPITOL BEAT NEWS 
SERVICE

http://www.nwgfoa.org
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Allen Boling
Allen Boling, age 77, of Fairmount, passed 

away on Thursday, Dec. 31, 2020 at AdventHealth 
Gordon.

Allen was born on April 19, 1943 in Pickens 
County to the late Hugh Boling and Louise Boggs 
Boling. Allen was a lifetime resident of Gordon 
County and member of Concord Baptist Church near 
Fairmount.

Allen is survived by: his wife, Sheila Evans 
Boling; two sons, Damon Boling and his wife Pam, 
and Chandler Boling and his wife Anna; daughter, 
Leslie Stringer and her husband Scott; brother, 
Thomas Boling and his wife Pat; sister, Mary 
Wilkins and her husband Hugh; three grandchildren, 
Jessica Boling, EvanLeigh Stringer, and Ethan 
Boling; and one great-grandchild, Ivy Johnston.

Funeral Services will be conducted on Saturday, 
Jan. 2, 2021 at 2 p.m. from Concord Baptist Church 
with Chandler Boling and Scott Stringer officiating. 
Interment will follow in the church cemetery.

Pallbearers serving are: Brent Wilkins, Chad 
Headrick, Adam Evans, Bryan Reeves, Ethan Boling, 
Hugh Wilkins, Damon Boling, and Barry Evans.

Allen will lie in state at Concord Baptist Church 
on Saturday, Jan. 2, 2021 from 11 a.m. until the 
funeral hour at 2 p.m.

You may leave the family online condolences at 
www.thomasfuneralhomecalhoun.com

Thomas Funeral Home has proudly been entrusted 
with the care of Allen Boling.

Bobby “Buddy” Gibson
Bobby “Buddy” 

Gene Gibson, 83, of 
Calhoun, died Tuesday, 
Dec. 29, 2020. He was 
born on June 10, 1937 
to the late Willie and 
Nancy Burns Gibson. 
Mr. Gibson retired from 
Shaw Industry and 
proudly served in the 
United States Army. He 
was preceded in death by 
siblings Mark Gibson, 
Faye Boyd Gibson, Lizzie Marshall, Imez Wyatt, 
Willie-Bell Thornton and Madge Jolley.

Buddy is survived by a special friend, Hazel 
Kinsey and her family to whom he was a father and 
grandfather; son, Derrick (Beth) Kinsey; daughter, 
Dreama Wofford and grandchildren, Gage and Ian 
Kinsey. Sisters Jurline Stansell and Ruby (Coy) 
Williams; nieces, nephews and other relatives also 
survive.

Funeral services were held on Dec. 31, 2020 at 
11 a.m. from the graveside of Hinton Baptist Church 

Cemetery with Pastor Dwayne Smith officiating.
To leave condolences and sign the online guest 

book please go to, www.maxbrannonandsons.com
The Brannon family and staff are honored to 

serve the family of Bobby “Buddy” Gene Gibson.

Jordan McDougle
Jo rdan  Chase 

McDougle, age 22, of 
Cassville, passed away 
early Christmas Eve 
morning, Dec. 24, 2020.

Jordan was the son of 
Michael McDougle and 
the late Tonya McDougle 
and was a beloved son, 
brother, and grandson. 
Along with his mother, 
he is preceded in death 
by his grandfather 
Marvin McDougle. 

He is survived by his father Michael McDougle 
and siblings, Darren McDougle, Christian 
McDougle, Daniel McDougle, Danika Trice and 
husband Matthew, and Logan McDougle and wife 
Kimberly; grandparents Randy and Joyce Findley; 
Uncle Andy Findley and Aunt Amy Findley; nieces 
Aslann Trice and Tonya McDougle; and nephews 
Kolton McDougle and William McDougle.

A Celebration of Life will be held at a later date.
You may leave the family online condolences at 

www.thomasfuneralhomecalhoun.com
Thomas Funeral Home has proudly been entrusted 

with the care of Jordan Chase McDougle.

Robert Smith
Mr. Robert Earl Smith, age 73, of Resaca, 

departed this life Thursday, Dec. 31, 2020. He was 
born Feb. 22, 1947 in Dothan, Ala. He was preceded 
in death by his parents, Leo Smith and Florine 
Saunders; daughter, Patricia Smith; brother, Bruce 
Smith, Peggy Maddox. 

He proudly served his country in the United 
States Army.

He is survived by his sons, Robert Lee Smith 
of Dothan, Ala., Robert Earl Smith of Resaca; 
brother and sister-in-law, Leo and Dee Smith of 
Dumas, Texas; sister and brother-in-law, Linda and 
Jerry Crawford of Bushnell, Fla.; grandchildren, 
Christopher Mullins, Destiny Smith, Bruce Smith, 
Alex Smith.

No services will be held at this time.
Due to the National health crisis and the Covid-

19 virus, masks must be worn properly at all 

times and social distancing must be observed when 
visiting the funeral home.

Condolences may be expressed to the family at 
www.pondersfuneralhome.com.

Arrangements will be announced by, 
Ponders Melrose Chapel 138 Melrose Drive 
Dalton, GA 30721, 706-226-4002 www.
selectedindependentfuneralhomes.org and www.ogr.
org

Eva Jo Stepp
Mrs. Eva Jo Fowler Stepp, age 88, of Cartersville, 

went to be with her Lord and Savior on Thursday, 
Dec. 31, 2020.

She was born in Cartersville on Oct. 30, 1932, 
daughter of the late Tom D. Fowler and Faye Jones 
Fowler. She was a member of Center Baptist Church 
and the pianist for many years. Mrs. Stepp was a 
retired beautician and operated the beauty shop 
for Springdale Nursing Home for several years. 
She loved her church, music, and spending time 
with family especially her grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. 

Mrs. Stepp was preceded in death by her husband, 
Donald Hugh Stepp; brothers, Harry and Ray Fowler; 
sisters, Dorothy Woody, Barbara Littlefield, and 
Mary Ferguson.

Survivors include her children, Joy Bevil, 
Kenneth and Juanell Stepp, Keith and Gayla Stepp, 
and Tommy and Tammie Stepp; grandchildren, 
Andrea Heater, Breanna Bellamy, Amy Stepp, 
Blake Stepp, Leah Sherwin, and Darren Stepp; 
great-grandchildren, Preslea, Charity, Jacob, Levi, 
Hayden, Madison, Elijah, Mason, Evan, Kylee, 
Sophia, and Deacon; brother, Robert Fowler; sisters, 
LeNelle Bland and Martha Hardigree and several 
nieces and nephews also survive.

Funeral services will be held Monday, Jan. 
4, 2021, at 2 p.m. at Center Baptist Church with 
Rev. Kenneth Stepp, Pastor Joey Phillips, and 
Rev. Dewey Atchley officiating. Interment will 
follow in the church cemetery. The family will 
receive friends Monday from 1 -2 p.m. at Center 
Baptist Church. Family will serve as pallbearers 
and deacons of Center Baptist Church will serve as 
honorary pallbearers.

Family and friends attending services will be 
required to wear face mask and observe social 
distancing.

R. Dudley Barton & Son Funeral Home, 
Adairsville, is in charge of funeral arrangements for 
Mrs. Eva Jo Fowler Stepp.

Weekend, January 2, 2021
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-The Life Choice Hospice 
Bereavement Support Group will 
be meeting the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month. The support group is open to 
anyone in the community who would like 
to attend. The office and support group 
are located at 189 Professional Court, 
Suite 300, Calhoun. For Information, 
contact Jennifer at 706-602-9001.

-The Northwest Georgia Parkinson 
Disease Association, Inc., is offering a 
monthly support group for persons living 
with Parkinson Disease, their caregivers, 
family and friends. The support group 
will meet at Gordon Hospital; Conference 
Room A. For any questions about the 
support group and future meetings, call 
James Trussell at 706-235- 3164 or 706-
346-5678.

-Families Anonymous is a 12-step 
program, for those concerned about 
drug abuse and behavior problems of a 
relative or friend. Completely anonymous, 
non professional, and non religious. No 
dues, no fees. Not connected with any 
hospital or agency. Located on Red Bud 
Road in plaza below Fitness First, next to 
Calhoun Counseling Center (Dr. Bledsoe’s 
office). Meeting every Thursday 7 - 8 p.m. 
Call 770-548-7849 for more information.

-Bondage Breakers- Breaking the 
chains of addiction one soul at a time. 
Every Thursday night at 7 p.m. at Crane 
Eater Community Church, located at 3168 
Red Bud Rd Calhoun, GA 30701.

-The Georgia Chapter of the 
Alzheimer’s Association is sponsoring 
a monthly support group at Morning 
Pointe Assisted Living, 660 Jolly Road, 
on the third Tuesday of each month at 6 
p.m. For more information or directions, 
call Mary Braden at 770-548-4683 or 
Karen Parrott at 706-346-5220. For 
more information about dementia and 
Alzheimer’s disease, call 800-272-3900 
or visit www.alz.org/georgia.

-Special Care Plus, a free one-on-one 
consultation program, offers education 
and information to primary caregivers 
of persons with dementia. Any primary 
caregiver who is caring for a loved one 
with dementia in the home is eligible to 

receive this program. To learn more about 
the Special Care Plus program, call 800-
272-3900.

-Want to make a difference in 
the community? Tapestry Hospice 
is seeking volunteers to provide 
companionship to our patients, read 
books, make crafts, garden, light house 
cleaning, administrative work, etc. 
If you’re interested contact Megan at 
megan.guthrie@tapestryhospice.com

-The Alzheimer’s Association’s 
Caring Closet was created to help offset 
the high cost of incontinent products 
and give the families support they often 
desperately need. If you would like to 
visit the nearest Closet, call the chapter 
office to receive a flier with locations and 
hours. Morning Pointe in Calhoun has a 
Caring Closet; call Mary Braden at 706-
629-0777.

-Community volunteers are needed 
at Countryside Hospice Care, where the 
mission is to promote comfort and dignity 
at the end of life. The agency covers 
26 Northwest Georgia counties between 
three offices in LaFayette, Rome, and 
Newnan. If you would like to participate 
in this rewarding program, call 706-638-
7651 or 1-800-660-7381.

-Discovering Hope, an autism 
support group for Northwest Georgia, 
meets the fourth Tuesday of each month 
at 6:30 p.m. at Friendship Baptist Church, 
Rocky Face. For more information, call 
Connie Post at 706-673-7765 or www.
discoveringhope.us.

-Caring Connection is a telephone 
support group especially for caregivers 
of loved ones with Alzheimer’s who 
cannot leave their homes because of care 
responsibilities. This support group is as 
close as the phone. Call 706-275-0819 or 
1-800-272-3900 and ask to be enrolled in 
Caring Connection.

-Grief Recovery Group for those 
who have lost loved ones and friends, 
receive support and guidance with the 
Four Tasks of Grieving. Cost is Free. 
Second Wednesday of each month at 1 
p.m. at Harris Radiation Therapy Center 
at Gordon Hospital. For more information 

or to RSVP, please call 706.879.5850.
-The Compassionate Friends of 

Dalton and N.W. Georgia is part of a 
worldwide effort that has helped many 
families cope with the loss of a child 
and to honor our children’s memory. 
The Compassionate Friends meets on the 
third Thursday of each month from 7 to 
9 p.m. at Evangelical Methodist Church 
(in the “Gathering Place” building), 
1035 Abutment Road, Dalton (on the 
hill behind the old Lowe’s off Walnut 
Avenue). For more information, call 
Dawn at 706-277-3312 or 706-264-4458 
or e-mail dawnsisson@msn.com.

-SING (Surviving Infidelity 
Necessary to your Growth) has formed 
here. If you are experiencing difficulty 
in marriage and are looking for ways 
to survive, then you should come and 
be part of these meetings designed to 
help, encourage, and solve issues in a 
marriage that can lead to a promising 
future ahead for the entire family. For 
more information, call Iroka Moore at 
706-629-2880.

-United Hospice is seeking 
volunteers who can help others through 
companionship, reading, sharing, and 
other small tasks. Give the gift of caring 
and enjoy the privilege of sharing in your 
local area. Call Dan Hogan at 706-602-
9546 or 800-867-7976.

-Looking for a 12-step meeting 
for men and women? At “Road to 
Recovery,” recognizing Jesus Christ as 
our higher power, they take the 12 steps 
and compare how they are taken from 
scripture and how to apply them to our 
lives to experience true freedom from 
the bondages of addiction. The meetings 
are free and open to the public at World 
Harvest Church locations in Cherokee and 
Gordon counties. For more information, 
call 706-602-1919. The Calhoun church 
is located at 2335 Red Bud Road. The 
meetings here are every Monday and 
Thursday at 7 p.m.

-A 12-step-meeting for Overeaters 
Anonymous is held at St. Mark’s 
Episcopal Church, 901 W. Emory St, 
Dalton on Thursdays at 6 p.m. Call Nan 

at 706-695-9008 or Stephanie at 706-847-
8125 for more information.

-Caring for a loved one who is 
suffering from late-stage cancer is 
certainly one of life’s hardest experiences. 
But you do not have to go through this 
alone. The Harris Radiation Therapy 
Center at Gordon Hospital provides a 
place for you to meet each month with 
others who understand what you are 
going through during this difficult time. 
Strength for Caring, a support group 
for caregivers of patients with advanced 
stages of cancer meets on the second 
Tuesday of each month from 2-3 p.m. at 
the Harris Radiation Therapy Center at 
Gordon Hospital, 1035 Red Bud Road. 
For more information, please call 706-
879-5853.

-Dealing with a cancer diagnosis 
is difficult for everyone involved – the 
patient and their loved ones. But you are 
not alone. The Harris Radiation Therapy 
Center at Gordon Hospital, 1035 Red Bud 
Road, hosts a Support Group for cancer 
patients, survivors, and caregivers on 
the third Wednesday of each month from 
noon until 1 p.m. Lunch is served. For 
more information and to RSVP, please 
call 706-879-5853. We offer a hand to 
hold and an ear to listen as you go through 
this difficult time.

-The Alzheimer’s Auxiliary of 
North Georgia is seeking new members. 
Members of this auxiliary are a vital part in 
the work of the Alzheimer’s Association. 
Currently, two auxiliaries, one in North 
Georgia and one in Atlanta, provide 
support and financial assistance to people 
affected by Alzheimer’s disease. There 
are many volunteer opportunities to work 
with the regional offices in supporting 
those living with the disease, as well 
as caregivers. Some events auxiliary 
members participate in are an annual 
bake sale, the annual gala, Memory Walk, 
and health fairs. For annual membership, 
yearly dues of $35 per person are 
requested. For more information about 
joining the Alzheimer’s Auxiliary, contact 
the Alzheimer’s Association at 706-275-
0819.

Help for the Hurting

Barton Funeral Home
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C O V I D - 1 9 
immunizations have 
begun in Northwest 
Georgia, but public 
health’s vaccine supply 
remains very limited.  The 
Georgia Department of 
Public Health Northwest 
Health District will begin 
updating the public on 
vaccine availability on a 
weekly basis.

Phase 1a of Georgia’s 
COVID-19 vaccination 
plan initially included 
only healthcare workers 
and residents of Long-
Term Care Facilities 
(LTCFs). The Northwest 
Health District and local 
county health department 
staff have already begun 
immunizing area healthcare 

workers. Retail pharmacies 
are immunizing LTCF 
residents.

Governor Kemp has 
now expanded Phase 1a 
to include adults aged 65 
and older, law enforcement 
officers, firefighters, and 
first responders. “Our 
ability to begin immunizing 
individuals in these groups 
will depend on vaccine 
availability,” says Dr. Gary 
Voccio, pictured, health 
director for the Northwest 
Health District. 

“Vaccine supply at 
the moment in Northwest 
Georgia remains very 
limited, and we are 
uncertain about how 
long it might be before it 
increases enough to allow 
us to begin immunizing 
individuals in the 
expanded Phase 1a groups. 

We will begin when there 
is adequate vaccine supply 
available.”

The ten-county 
health district will begin 
making weekly, public 
updates through news 
media, social media, and 
the district’s website 
(nwgapublichealth.org) 
with details on vaccine-
a n d - i m m u n i z a t i o n 
availability.

Nursing employees, 
including RNs, LPNs, 
nurse techs and CNAs, 
can earn premium rates 
with Hamilton Health 
Care System’s (HHCS) 
short- term nursing 
program.

To qualify, candidates 
need to have a minimum 
of two years, recent 
experience in medical/

surgical,  stepdown/
intermediate, emergency, 
critical care or long-term 
care nursing services. 
Those in the program must 
be capable of performing 
duties and competencies 
independently following 
completion of an 
accelerated orientation 
and have the ability 
and interest to work in 
COVID-based units 
and across multiple 
specialties.

Candidates must 
be flexible and make a 
minimum commitment 
to work 36 hours per 
week for eight weeks 
– including nights, 
weekends and holidays, 
as required. RNs and 
LPNs are required to 
have a current Georgia 
license in good standing, 
and CNAs are required 
to have current Georgia 
CNA certification in 
good standing.

Also, a current 
CPR cer t i f ica t ion 
through the American 
Heart Association is 
needed. RNs will need 
advanced/specialty care 
certifications (ACLS, 
PALS, etc.).

 These positions are 
only available to external 
candidates who have 
not been employed with 
HHCS facilities in the 
last 6 months or hold 
a concurrent position as 

an HHCS employee. The 
positions are classified 
as casual status with no 
benefits, no guarantee 
of hours or permanent 
placement in the 
organization.

Pay rates per hour 
worked are $75, RNs; 
$42, LPNs; $20, nurse 
techs and CNAs. All 
positions would also 
be eligible for shift 
different ials  when 
working 2nd and 3rd 

shift hours. 
Visit HamiltonHealth.

com/careers for a 
complete list of current 
opportunities. If you 
have questions, please 
call 706-272-6271 or 
e-mail evangundy@hhcs.
org. 

Hamilton Health Care 
System was recently 
voted Best Place to Work 
in the Daily Citizen 
Reader’s Choice Awards.
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On the last day of 
2020, Augusta University 
Medical Center was 
swamped with very sick 
COVID patients.

Sixteen were waiting 
Thursday in the ER to 
be moved to ICU beds, 
but no such beds were 
available. And other 
hospitals were filled up 
as well, said Dr. Phillip 
Coule, vice president 
and chief medical officer 
of Augusta University 
Health System.

“It’s the worst surge 
we’ve seen,’’ Coule told 
GHN on Thursday. “The 
system is stressed.’’

That’s one reason why 
he welcomed Gov. Brian 
Kemp’s move to open 
up COVID vaccinations 
to people 65 and older, 
which the governor 
discussed at a morning 
press conference.

“The  Georg ia 
Department of Public 
Health and the governor 
certainly made the right 
call,’’ Coule said.

Kemp said that 
expanding the initial 
vaccine priority group 
— beyond health care 
workers and long-term 
care residents and staff 
— would “allow us to 
target the limited supply 
of the vaccine we have to 
those who would benefit 
from it the most.’’

Dr. Kathleen Toomey, 
the state’s Public Health 
commissioner, said the 
expanded vaccine priority 
list, which includes 
police and firefighters, 
will help protect the 
most vulnerable.

She added that the 
vaccine acceptance 
among health care 
workers was not as high 

as anticipated, especially 
in rural areas.

Toomey and Kemp 
outlined new strategies 
for combating the 
disease, such as mass 
vaccination clinics, and 
a network of outpatient 
centers for COVID 
patients to get infusions 
of antibodies to reduce 
their sickness.

T h e  c u r r e n t 
community spread 
of COVID-19 is “the 
highest we’ve ever had,’’ 
Toomey said.

The state Thursday 
reported more than 
12,000 new infections 
(including positives from 
antigen tests), shattering 
Georgia’s single-day 
record.

With the demand for 
vaccine lower in rural 
areas, some medical 
providers have shots left 
over after the priority 
populations have been 
vaccinated. A Clay 
County physician, Dr. 
Karen Kinsell, told GHN 
this week that after 
she inoculated medical 
workers, who had top 
priority, she started 
giving shots to people 
75 and older, who at that 
point — before Kemp’s 
policy change — did not 
have top priority.

“We are in the middle 
of a global and state 
pandemic,’’ Kinsell said. 
“I cannot ethically sit 
on vaccine that could be 
used to save lives here.”

T o o m e y 
acknowledged that 
having unused vaccine is 
a problem.

“In many parts of rural 
Georgia, there’s vaccine 
available and literally 
sitting in freezers. That’s 
unacceptable,’’ she said 
Thursday. “We have lives 
to save.”

Kemp added, “We’re 
at a critical, critical 
point. We will use every 
available resource to 
get the vaccine out as 
quickly as possible.”

Deep into the ‘red 
zone’

The hospitalization 
numbers in Georgia keep 
climbing at an alarming 
pace.

Georgia had 4,560 
COVID-19 patients 
hospitalized Wednesday, 
a new record, Amber 
Schmidtke reported in 
the Daily Digest. They 
make up 27.4 percent of 
all hospitalized patients 
in the state, she said. 
Federal health officials 
consider anything above 
16 percent to be in the 
“red zone,” Schmidtke 
added.

Phoebe Putney Health 
System said Thursday 
that its hospitals are 
treating 106 COVID 
patients, the highest 
number since April 
27. “And every other 
hospital in the state of 
Georgia is maxed out,’’ 
said Phoebe CEO Scott 
Steiner in a statement.

“Our latest projections 
show, in the coming 
weeks, we will surpass 
the COVID-19 numbers 
we endured during 
those dangerous early 
days of the pandemic 
when our area [around 
Albany] was one of the 
world’s hottest hotspots 
for the virus,’’ Steiner 
said. “That sobering 
reality must serve as a 
wake-up call for those 
in our community who 
still ignore the advice of 
experts by gathering in 
large groups and refusing 
to wear masks.’’

“Georgia’s health care 
system is being strained 

as never before,’’ he 
added. “The next 60 
days are going to be the 
darkest we have seen 
yet.”

Public attitudes 
are a problem

Augusta University’s 
Coule said his system 
has vaccinated about 
4,500 health care 
workers, and has given 
shots to residents of the 
Georgia War Veterans 
Nursing Home, located 
in Augusta.

Some workers have 
declined to take the 
vaccine, Coule noted.

Their reasons, he 
said, include the feeling 
by some that the vaccine 
production was rushed; 
some people’s general 
mistrust of the health care 
system; and outlandish 
misinformation spread 
on the Internet.

A U  m e d i c a l 
officials are combating 
these sentiments with 
education, Coule said, 
especially targeting 

A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n 
communities, which 
traditionally have had 
trust issues with the 
health care system.

Failures in government 
responses to disasters 
and  emergencies , 
medical abuse, neglect 
and exploitation have 
left generations of 
black people distrustful 
of public institutions, 
the Associated Press 
reported in an April 
article.

It cited the skepticism 
known as the “Tuskegee 
effect” — distrust linked 
to the U.S. government’s 
secret study decades 
ago in which black men 
in Alabama were left 
untreated for syphilis.

Black people already 
suffer disproportionately 
from chronic conditions 
such as diabetes and 
heart disease and are far 
more likely to lack health 
insurance, the AP noted.

Coule said that 
AU is ready to get a 
wider group of people 

vaccinated, and he said 
the system can vaccinate 
100 people per hour.

In Florida, a county-
by-county plan to 
vaccinate its elderly 
population has created a 
scramble for a limited 
number of doses, leading 
to hours-long lines at 
vaccination sites and 
overwhelmed county 
hotlines and websites, 
CNN reported this week. 
The first-come, first-
served plan led to huge 
lines forming overnight 
Tuesday as people 
camped out on lawn 
chairs and waited for 
hours.

Coule ,  though, 
foresees developing an 
orderly, efficient process 
for vaccinating the 
elderly.

“We know the vaccine 
is very effective,’’ 
he said. “We’ll see a 
reduction [in infections] 
only if we get a large 
number of people at high 
risk vaccinated.’’

GEORGIA HEALTH NEWS: As vaccine strategy 
adjusted, onslaught of COVID continues in state

ANDY MIlLER, 
Georgia Health News

To stay up to date on the latest community 
news, follow the Gordon Gazette on  

Facebook, Instagram and Twitter

Nursing employees can apply directly with  
Hamilton for a new short-term nursing program

HAMILTON MEDICAL 
CENTER

COVID-19 immunizations 
begin in Northwest 

Georgia, but vaccine 
supply remains very limited
DEPARTMENT OF 
PUBLIC HEALTH



Nearly 13,000 people 
– enough to fill Atlanta’s 
State Farm Arena to over 
half its capacity, are the 
number of individuals 
that the American Red 
Cross of Georgia has 
aided across the state 
this year following a 
variety of disasters.

As the holiday season 
and year-end giving come 
to a close, the Red Cross 
is reminding Georgians 
that it’s not too late to 
“Give Something that 
Means Something” 
with a donation that 
will bring comfort and 
hope to neighbors in 
need whenever the next 
disaster strikes.

“Over the past year, 
people across the state 
have faced relentless 
disaster, a record-
breaking hurricane 
season, and an extensive 
home fire season, while 
facing COVID-19,” said 
the Regional Disaster 
Officer for the American 
Red Cross of Georgia, 
Danella Hughes.

“We are incredibly 
thankful for our 
volunteer workforce 
that is always there to 
provide help and hope 
to people during critical 
times. Even through 
the current pandemic, 
they’ve helped thousands 
of people persevere 
through the challenges 
of disaster with grace, 
compassion, and a strong 
commitment to serving 
those who need us most,” 
she added.

RESIDENTIAL FIRES 
TOP THE LIST

The majority of 
disasters the Red Cross of 
Georgia responded to in 
2020 were fires, like the 
recent one in Lithonia, 
where an apartment 

blaze near the corner of 
Fairington Village Drive 
off Fairington Parkway 
damaged 17 units and 
forced some of its 
residents to escape from 
second-story windows to 
flee the burning building. 
The fire left nearly a 
dozen families (43 
people) directly affected, 
and Red Cross assistance 
is helping them get back 
on their feet.

This year, Georgia 
Red Cross volunteers 
aided over 10,000 people 
impacted by 2,160 
residential fires (home 
and apartment), meeting 
emergency needs like 
temporary lodging, food, 
clothing, personal items, 
and health and emotional 
support to help families 
through the challenges of 
disaster.

OTHER DISASTERS 
IMPACT 

GEORGIANS, TOO

Not only have all 
Georgians statewide 
been struggling with 
the pandemic for most 
of the year, but some 
were also left trying to 
piece their lives together 
after severe storms and 
tornadoes ripped through 
portions of the state, 
displacing over 200 
families. A callous 2020 
hurricane season and 
the post-landfall paths 
from Hurricanes Sally, 
Delta, and Zeta also 
caused flooding, downed 
trees, power outages, and 
damage to homes across 
the region, impacting 
hundreds who also relied 
on the Red Cross for 
assistance.

In Georgia and across 
the U.S., the American 
Red Cross offered a safe 
place to sleep to those 
afflicted by disaster more 
than 1.3 million times 
this year. The number 
of emergency lodging is 

up more than four times 
the annual average from 
2011 to 2019.

VOLUNTEERS 
DELIVER URGENT 

AID

Volunteers represent 
more than 90% of Red 
Cross personnel and 
they quickly adapted to 
continue delivering help 
safely during COVID-
19.  As the pandemic 
escalated, most of the 
70,000 people who 
joined our volunteer 
ranks across the U.S. 
mobilized to fill mission-
critical positions such 
as disaster shelter and 
health workers, and blood 
donor ambassadors, 
and t ransportat ion 
specialists.

In Georgia, new 
volunteers stepped up in 
droves, doubling from 
the previous year. The 
Red Cross relied heavily 
on them to help deliver 
its mission here at home 
and support larger relief 
efforts across the country 
in areas devasted by the 
California and Oregon 
Wildfires, and across 
the South, battered 
by an unforgiving 
hurricane season. This 
year the Georgia Red 
Cross deployed over 
250 volunteers across 
the U.S. on nearly 600 
critical missions to aid 
families impacted by 
these natural disasters.

BLOOD DONATIONS 
REMAIN ESSENTIAL 

Blood donation is an 
essential service. The 
Red Cross supplies the 
United States with 40% 
of its blood inventory. In 
2020, the Red Cross saw 
blood drive cancellations 
t r ip le  na t ionwide 
compared to 2019 – 
mostly due to COVID-
19. Since March, over 

50,000 blood drives 
were canceled as 
the pandemic forced 
schools, businesses, and 
community organizations 
to close, impacting over 
1 million blood donation 
appointments.

The pandemic caused 
the Red Cross to adapt its 
blood collection process. 
The organization follows 
the latest public health 
guidelines and has put 
additional precautions 
in place to ensure the 
safety of its donors and 
staff alike. Changes 
include col lect ing 
plasma from COVID-19 
survivors to potentially 
help those battling the 
virus to recover. Since 
April, more than 35,000 
COVID-19 survivors 
have rolled up a sleeve 
to donate plasma – many 
of whom are first-time 
blood donors. Their 
donations have enabled 
the Red Cross to ship 
about 91,000 units to 

hospitals across the 
country treating COVD-
19 patients.

SUPPORTING 
MILITARY AND 

VETERAN FAMILIES 

Red Cross services 
to military members 
and their families 
range from providing 
emotional  support 
through counseling and 
workshops, housing 
and financial support 
through resources 
available to military 
families, and emergency 
communicat ion to 
servicemembers through 
the Hero Care Network. 

For deployed or 
separated mil i tary 
families, support during 
the pandemic has been 
critical – as evidence by 
an increase in calls this 
year to the Red Cross Hero 
Care Network, which 
facilitates emergency 
communications with 

loved ones during a 
family crisis. Georgia’s 
Red Cross also saw a 
spike of 20 percent on 
calls for emergency 
assistance as families 
grappled with the 
impacts of the pandemic 
like job loss, death, and 
illness. 

In 2020, the Georgia 
Red Cross received 
almost 11,000 emergency 
requests from military 
families. The region 
handles some of the 
largest caseloads across 
the nation. 

HOW YOU CAN 
HELP: 

The Georgia Red 
Cross urges people to 
help those in need by 
donating at redcross.
org/gift. A gift of any 
size makes a difference. 
If you’re healthy and 
feeling well, we also 
urge you to donate blood 
this holiday season. 
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Morning Pointe 
resident Bill Maxwell 
celebrates 100th birthday 
with special parade: 
Morning Pointe of Calhoun, 
along with the Philip 
Beamer family, organized 
a 100th Birthday Parade 
for longtime Calhoun 
resident Bill Maxwell, who 
turned 100 years old on 
Monday, April 13, 2020. In 
addition to celebrating Mr. 
Maxwell’s 100th birthday, 
Morning Pointe celebrated 
two more centenarians: 
Wallace Robbins is turning 
100 on Sunday, April 19, 
and Francis Jackson, who 
turns 100 in June.

New Health 
Department building 
nearing completion: 
At the Tuesday, April 
21, 2020 online meeting 
of the Gordon County 
Board of Commissioners, 
County Administrator Jim 
Ledbetter updated the 
Board on various projects 
taking place in Gordon 
County, beginning with 
the Health Department. 
“The Health Department 
is coming along nicely,” 
said Ledbetter of the 
new health department 
building, located directly 
being the current Health 
Department. “The move 
in date is scheduled for 
May 13; after we move 
in, the old building will 
be removed and parking 
lots will be finished. The 
project completion is 
scheduled for the first of 
July.” Pro Construction of 
Georgia, located in Macon, 
handled the construction 
of the new 11,400 square 
foot facility, with the total 
project estimated to cost 
just over $2.3 million. The 
2012 SPLOST allocated 
$2.8 million for the total 
project. The new health 
department, which opened 
in spring 2020, has around 
3,000 additional square 
feet of space.

Longtime downtown 
businessman Jimmy 
Payne dies: The Calhoun 
community mourned the 
death of Jimmy Payne, 
owner of Jimmy Payne’s 
Coast to Coast on Court 
Street, who died at the age 
of 79 on Monday, April 
27. “Jimmy Payne has 
been an important part 
of downtown. He was a 
friend of mine and to all 
of Calhoun,” said Calhoun 
Mayor Jimmy Palmer. “He 
was a person you never 
heard anything negative 
about, and he will certainly 
be missed.”

MAY 2020
County approves 

agreement that paves 
way to purchase former 
gas station at Hwy. 53 
and Liberty Rd.: The 
Gordon County Board of 

Commissioners approved 
an agreement that paves 
the way for the County 
to purchase 2.33 acres at 
the corner of Highway 
53 and Liberty Road at 
the Tuesday, May 5, 
2020 online commission 
meeting. The property was 
offered to Gordon County 
to use in conjunction with 
the multi-purpose facility 
SPLOST project and to 
enhance access to that 
project; it will also benefit 
the fairgrounds. The multi-
use facility was approved 
in the 2018 SPLOST. 
The approved cost of the 
construction of the facility 
is $2,270,784.

Man arrested at 
Sonoraville Rec after 
being caught partially 
naked with 13-year-old 
Calhoun girl: A 21-year-
old man from John’s Creek 
was arrested by Gordon 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
on a slew of charges 
early Thursday morning, 
May 7, 2020, including 
Aggravated Child 
Molestation and Enticing 
a Child for Indecent 
Purposes, after an incident 
involving a 13-year-
old Calhoun juvenile 
female at the Sonoraville 
Recreation Department. A 
Gordon County Sheriff’s 
deputy caught 21-year-old 
Sergio Arturo Robledo, 
of State Bridge Road, 
Johns Creek, Ga., in his 
car with no pants on, 
covering his genitals with 
a jacket with a 13-year-
old Calhoun girl. Robledo 
was transported to Gordon 
County Jail and charged 
with Enticing a Child for 
Indecent Purposes; Child 
Molestation, Aggravated 
Child Molestation; 
Loitering or Prowling; 
Public Indecency and two 
counts of Obstruction of 
Officers. According to 
the GCSO website, there 
are two pre-bookings of 
Statutory Rape and Sexual 
Battery Against a Child 
Under 16. 

Lt. Dotti Payne 
reflects on her rewarding 
career at GCF&R upon 
retirement: Lt. Dotti 
Payne, a longtime presence 
at Gordon County Fire & 
Rescue, beginning with 
a volunteer position at 
Station 4 which culminated 
in her hiring as the first 
paid female firefighter in 
Calhoun-Gordon County, 
announced her retirement 
after more than two 
decades of service to the 
community. Her last day 
as an employee at GCF&R 
was Friday, May 29. 

Man apprehended 
after standoff at Express 
Inn on Hwy. 225: A 
Tennessee fugitive was 
apprehended in Gordon 
County on Tuesday, May 
26, at a local motel after 
an hours-long standoff 
with law enforcement. 
According to Gordon 
County Sheriff Mitch 

Ralston, just after 2 p.m. 
that day, deputy sheriffs 
were dispatched to the 
Express Inn on Hwy. 225 
near I-75 after a receiving 
a call of a man in a hotel 
room that had guns and 
drugs, and was making 
counterfeit ID’s. After 
the man refused efforts 
to communicate with the 
officers, the Georgia State 
Patrol SWAT Team was 
requested to the scene. The 
state troopers attempted 
to negotiate with the man 
without success. The 
troopers then deployed an 
armored, special purpose 
vehicle and broke down 
the motel room door and 
window. OC gas (also 
known as pepper spray) 
was deployed before 
the troopers entered the 
room and took the man, 
identified as Wesley 
Swartout, age 52, who 
gave his address as 689 
Highway 225, Calhoun, 
into custody. Swartout was 
charged with Fugitive from 
Justice and two felony 
charges of Assault on a 
Law Enforcement Officer.

JUNE 2020
Prayers, not protests, 

for our community: A 
weekend of prayer was 
held downtown at the 
Courthouse on May 30 
and June 1, 2020, after a 
local businessman Dorian 
Johnson requested prayer 
for our nation, justice, 
peace and equality after 
the horrific death of 
George Floyd, a 46-year-
old African American man 
who died in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota after Derek 
Chauvin, a white officer 
with the Minneapolis 
Police Department, 
pressed his knee to 
Floyd’s neck for almost 
nine minutes while Floyd 
was handcuffed face down 
on the ground, and also 
in response to the events 
that ensued since Floyd’s 
death, with violent riots 
being held in nearly every 
major city in the country. 
Heritage Baptist Church 
Pastor Shane Parrott also 
spoke at the prayer event 
both nights.

Protests come to 
downtown Calhoun: 
Protests came to 
downtown Calhoun 
beginning Wednesday 
night, June 3, in a peaceful 
protest organized by local 
students that began at 
Calhoun City Hall. The 

Gordon Gazette was 
the only local media on 
hand, spending two hours 
watching the protest that 
was both peaceful, and as 
many commented on social 
media, inspiring.Dozens 
showed up to City Hall 
Wednesday around 5 p.m., 
with the crowd doubling by 
7 p.m., when the protesters 
marched to the Gordon 
County Courthouse, 
chanting “I can’t breathe,” 
“Black Lives Matter,” and 
“George Floyd.” After 
spending time in front of 
the courthouse, the group 
marched north towards the 
police station, made their 
way to North Park Avenue, 
and marched south on Park 
Avenue. The protests were 
held several more nights 
afterwards.

GORDON COUNTY 
ELECTION RESULTS: 
The implementation of 
new voting machines 
did not adversely affect 
Gordon County voting in 
the General Primary on 
Tuesday, June 9, 2020 
with elections officials 
reporting no glitches with 
the new equipment. Most 
voters in the community 
said that the new 
equipment was easy to use, 
and they preferred having 
the back-up paper copy 
that prints out after voting 
is completed. According 
to poll records, around 
30 percent of Gordon 

County’s approximate 
34,500 registered voters 
participated in the General 
Primary Election, with 
a total of 10,359 voters 
participating. In local 
elections, no Democrats 
sought public office this 
election cycle. There were 
four contested local races, 
with two of those races 
having three candidates 
seeking the office. Locally, 
there will be no runoffs with 
one candidate in those two 
races taking the majority 
of the vote needed in the 
General Primary. In the 
three-way race for County 
Commissioner District 3, 
former Sonoraville High 
School principal Bruce 
Potts won the race for 
County Commissioner 
District 3, winning 51.7 
percent of the vote against 
incumbent Norris Sexton 
and Robert “Rob” Ballard. 
In the race for Gordon 
County Board of Education 
Post 6, Christie Owens Fox 
received 60 percent of the 
vote in a three-way race 
that included Samuel T. 
Jewell and Bryon Reeves. 
Fox will be taking over 
the seat held by Board 
member Chris Johnson, 
who decided not to run 
for re-election. Longtime 
Gordon County coroner 
James Carver, who holds 
the title as the longest 
serving coroner ever in 
the state of Georgia, won 
re-election over challenger 

Ken Padgett with 62 
percent of the vote. In the 
Board of Education Post 
4 race, incumbent Bobby 
Hall defeated challenger 
Rod Brehm; Hall received 
4,284 votes to Brehm’s 
2,001 votes.

AdventHealth Medical 
Group Urgent Care 
Calhoun City Schools 
opens: AdventHealth 
Medical Group Urgent 
Care Calhoun City Schools 
opened in June and began 
accepting new patients. 
Located at 101 Yellow 
Jacket Drive in Calhoun, 
the clinic is open Monday 
through Friday from 7:30 
am to 7:30 pm and during 
Friday night home football 
games. From sore throats 
and upset stomachs to 
sports physicals and flu 
shots, Ashley Howell, FNP-
C, Marva Marcius, FNP-
BC, and the expert urgent 
care team at AdventHealth 
Medical Group Urgent 
Care Calhoun City Schools 
provides the community 
the compassionate medical 
care it needs as part of a 
trusted network of care. 
Since the clinic is on school 
campus, students will be 
able to receive the care 
they need without missing 
class. The community will 
also have full access to 
AdventHealth Medical 
Group Urgent Care 
Calhoun City Schools.

not able to re-open, the money collected will help 
us pay some bills. Anything you can give is greatly 
appreciated.”

According to the GoFundMe site, Lindsey Clance 
has organized the fundraiser, which has a goal of 
raising $5,000 for the establishment. As of press 
time Saturday morning, seven donors had raised 
$640.

“Small businesses have been affected terribly 
by the pandemic and have struggled to keep their 
doors open. Freight & Rail opened just 2 weeks 

before Covid hit, so it’s been an ongoing challenge 
to stay up and running since. This is Calhoun’s 
first and only brewery. A place that no only allows 
locals to enjoy a variety of great tasting craft beer, 
but also brings people together of all different ages 
and background. I hope our local community and 
surrounding areas can come together and donate to 
help this small business in a time of need. I know 
they will greatly appreciate this support,” said the 
fundraiser.

 Freight & Rail, which had been in the planning 
stages for two years before opening, opened in 
March of 2020. In November 2019, Freight & Rail 
along with the Downtown Development Authority 
were the recipients of a $10,000 grant from Explore 
Georgia, the state tourism office within the Georgia 

Department of Economic Development, with the 
funding designed to spur tourism development 
activities at the local level that maintain and 
create jobs, attract tourists, and enhance the visitor 
experience. Right after the grand opening, the 
COVID-19 pandemic hit and the brewery just did 
not seem to pick up steam. While being billed 
as Calhoun’s “first and only” brewery, several 
breweries within driving distance in both Rome and 
Dalton were already well established and had a fan 
base in the Calhoun-Gordon County community.

A representative with the City of Calhoun 
confirmed at the Monday, Dec. 28, 2020 City 
Council meeting that Freight & Rail has not renewed 
their alcohol pouring license for 2021.

On Monday, Jan. 4, 2021, the Republican National 
Committee is hosting a Victory Rally at Dalton 
Regional Airport, located at 4485 Airport Rd SE in 
Dalton. Doors will open at 3 p.m., the event begins 

at 7 p.m. The rally will feature President Donald 
J. Trump, Senator David Perdue, Senator Kelly 
Loeffler, candidate for Public Service Commissioner 
Lauren “Bubba” McDonald and other republicans. 
Registration for the event is still open by visiting 
https://events.donaldjtrump.com/events/january-4-
dalton-ga-maga-rally-with-potus?fbclid=IwAR27tDf
VnWv0Ea82fPAoJSdVFfilxbmTE5lyRlMdd5gd1Vp0
up_m266je9w

The visit by President Trump to Dalton will be the 
first time a sitting president has visited the city in 28 
years; the last sitting president to visit was George 
H.W. Bush when he toured a carpet manufacturing 
facility in August 1992. President Trump visited 
Rome, Ga. the first week of November 2020, just 
ahead of the General Election.
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Heritage 2021
Celebrating the past, present  
and future of Gordon County

This special, online publication of the Gordon Gazette 
will be FREE for all to enjoy beginning Thursday,  

Feb. 22, 2021, in observance and honor of 
the 171st birthday of Gordon County.

The Gordon Gazette proudly introduces

YIA
From page 1A
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