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Construct ion is 
moving along at a fast 
pace at Walmart, where 
they will be adding their 
new Walmart Health 
to the west end of the 
building.

According to a 
report from Clark.com, 
Walmart Calhoun is 
one of only two stores 
in the nation that will 
include Walmart Health, 
Walmart’s latest entry 
into the healthcare space. 
Just like their current 
Care Clinics, visitors 

can get healthcare 
needs at affordable 
prices no matter their 
insurance status, but 
Walmart Health adds 
additional services in 
one convenient location 
including: Primary Care, 
Dental,  Counseling, 
Labs and X-rays, Health 
screening, Optometry, 
Hearing, Fitness and 
nu t r i t ion ,  Hea l th 
insurance education and 
enrollment.

Clark.com said that 
the way Walmart Health 
works is that they partner 
with local providers to 
offer its wide range of 

health care services. 
Walk-ins are welcome 
and no appointment is 
necessary, but you can 
make appointments 
online if you wish. 
Visitors will also get 
an estimate of their 
cost when booking an 
appointment.

The only location of 
Walmart Health at this 
time is south of Calhoun 
in Dallas, Ga., but a slow 
rollout of more facilities 
are coming, the next one 

Walmart Calhoun just the second location of new 
Walmart Health, a full service medical space
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gordongazettega@gmail.com
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Community again rallies 
around local pastor Argueta; 
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@gordongazette Pictured, left to right: AdventHealth Gordon EMS staff Marcy Fountain and Mark Bramblett are presented the 

donation from the Mark Fullerton Memorial Fly-In by Fullerton’s brother, Marlin Fullerton, and Airport Manager 
Dwight Albritton.

Progress is being 
made on the new Cook 
Out restaurant, a popular 
hamburger restaurant 
chain established 30 
years ago in North 
Carolina, which is 
coming to Calhoun. As 
originally reported by 
the Gordon Gazette, 
Cook Out will be located 
on the property of the 
old Evergreen Chinese 
Buffet, located at 610 
Highway 53 SE in 

Calhoun. 
The restaurant’s menu 

has a variety of items, 
including hamburgers, 
hot dogs, chicken 
sandwiches and strips, 
barbecue, corndogs, 
quesadillas, onion rings, 
friends, hushpuppies and 
milkshakes.

At this time, Cook 
Out is looking to hire 
a restaurant manager for 
the Calhoun location. 
Those interested can 
apply by visiting 
h t t p s : / / c o o k o u t . c o m /
employment/.

Brandi Owczarz
gordongazettega@gmail.com

Progress being made on Cook Out restaurant
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Calhoun City Schools 
officially opened their 
new Board of Education 
– Central Office on 
Monday, Oct. 21. A large 
crowd was on hand for a 
ribbon cutting ceremony 
hosted by the Gordon 
County Chamber of 
Commerce and for tours 
of the new building.

The CHS Quartet 
kicked off the event in 
the courtyard, and led 
the crowd in the Pledge 
of Allegiance, singing of 
the National Anthem.

Calhoun City Schools’ 
student Kate Rutland, a 
sixth-generation student 
at CCS whose great-
great-great grandfather 
served on the first Board 
of Education welcomed 
the crowd to the new 
facility, along with 
Calhoun High School 
student Ella Bennett.

Mayor  J immy 
Palmer, who previously 
served on the Calhoun 
City Schools’ Board 
of Education prior to 
his time on the City 
Council, spoke about the 
importance of community 
and Board support of the 

school system.
“In 1901, the citizens 

of the City of Calhoun 
voted to levy a tax that 
was dedicated to our 
school system, and in 
1902, established our 
first school board,” said 
Palmer. “I’m pleased 
to say that, since that 
time, we have been 
fortunate enough to 
have school boards 
that were dedicated to 
our community, and 
community support that 

TRADITION OF COMMUNITY EXCELLENCE
Brandi Owczarz
gordongazettega@gmail.com

BRANDI OWCZARZ/Staff

See CCS,  
page 9A

Calhoun City Schools new Board of Education - Central Office opens with special ceremony

Staff at Tom B. David Airport 
held the Mark Fullerton Memorial 
Fly-In on Saturday, Oct. 12, and all 
proceeds from the event, $500 total, 
were donated in his name to this 
year’s EMS Toy Drive.

Fullerton’s passion was flying 
and Tom B. David Airport was 
his home airport. He was a team 
member of the 2014, 2016 and 2018 
U. S. Advanced Aerobatics team. 
Fullerton was president of the local 
aerobatic EAA Chapter and Past 
President of the IAC Chapter 3. 
Many residents of the Calhoun area 
remember seeing his orange and 
red plane doing aerobatics in the 
evening sky. He encouraged others 
to become flying enthusiasts as a 
pilot or to become a better pilot.

Fullerton suffered a massive 
stroke while driving home to 
Georgia from a business engagement 
in Columbus, Ohio and never 
recovered, dying on Aug. 7, 2018. 
His passing has left a huge hole in 
our aerobatic community.

Brandi Owczarz
gordongazettega@gmail.com
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Mark Fullerton Memorial Fly-In raises $500 for annual Toy Drive
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Second Front
Billie Ayers, Jr.

Billie Ayers Jr., 61, 
of Calhoun, died at his 
home on Sunday, Oct. 
20, 2019. He is survived 
by his wife, Karen S. 
Ayers, to whom he 
was married in 1991; 
his daughter, Emily 
Elizabeth Ayers; his son, 
Adam Charles Ayers; his 
parents Billie Charles 
Ayers Sr. and Annie Lee 
Ayers; his siblings, Gail 
Ayers Brown and her 
husband, Jack, Joyce Ayers Owen, Kay Ayers Sitton 
and her husband, Keith, and Judy Ayers Scott and 
her husband, Bron; nieces and nephews, and other 
relatives. His brother-in-law, Don Owen, preceded 
him in death.

Billie was retired from Mohawk Industries.
The family received friends on Tuesday, Oct. 

22, 2019 from 11 a.m. until 1 p.m. at Max Brannon 
and Sons Funeral Home. The funeral service was 
conducted on Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2019 at 1 p.m. from 
the chapel of Max Brannon and Sons Funeral Home, 
with Rev. Jamey Hunt officiating. Burial followed in 
Gordon Memorial Gardens. Pallbearers serving were 
Rob Dant, Michael Peek, David Chase, Benjamin 
Sitton, Jeremy Williams, and Jonathan Scott.

Flowers will be accepted, however, the family 
suggests memorial contributions be made to the 
Missions Fund of Sonoraville Baptist Church, 262 
Old Fairmount Road SE, Calhoun, GA 30701, or 
Penfield Christian Homes, 1031 New Dorm Rd, 
Union Point, GA 30669.

Funeral arrangements are under the care and 
direction of Max Brannon and Sons Funeral Home 
of Calhoun.

-The Life Choice Hospice Bereavement 
Support Group will be meeting the 2nd Tuesday 
of each month. The support group is open to 
anyone in the community who would like to 
attend. The office and support group are located 
at 189 Professional Court, Suite 300, Calhoun. For 
Information, contact Jennifer at 706-602-9001.

-The Northwest Georgia Parkinson Disease 
Association, Inc., is offering a monthly support 
group for persons living with Parkinson Disease, 
their caregivers, family and friends. The support 
group will meet at Gordon Hospital; Conference 
Room A. For any questions about the support group 
and future meetings, call James Trussell at 706-235- 
3164 or 706-346-5678.

-Families Anonymous is a 12-step program, for 
those concerned about drug abuse and behavior 
problems of a relative or friend. Completely 
anonymous, non professional, and non religious. 
No dues, no fees. Not connected with any hospital 
or agency. Located on Red Bud Road in plaza below 
Fitness First, next to Calhoun Counseling Center 
(Dr. Bledsoe’s office). Meeting every Thursday 7 - 8 
p.m. Call 770-548-7849 for more information.

-Bondage Breakers- Breaking the chains of 
addiction one soul at a time. Every Thursday night 
at 7 p.m. at Crane Eater Community Church, located 
at 3168 Red Bud Rd Calhoun, GA 30701.

-The Georgia Chapter of the Alzheimer’s 
Association is sponsoring a monthly support 
group at Morning Pointe Assisted Living, 660 Jolly 
Road, on the third Tuesday of each month at 6 
p.m. For more information or directions, call Mary 
Braden at 770-548-4683 or Karen Parrott at 706-
346-5220. For more information about dementia 
and Alzheimer’s disease, call 800-272-3900 or visit 
www.alz.org/georgia.

-Special Care Plus, a free one-on-one 
consultation program, offers education and 
information to primary caregivers of persons 
with dementia. Any primary caregiver who is 
caring for a loved one with dementia in the home 
is eligible to receive this program. To learn more 
about the Special Care Plus program, call 800-272-
3900.

-Want to make a difference in the community? 
Tapestry Hospice is seeking volunteers to provide 
companionship to our patients, read books, make 
crafts, garden, light house cleaning, administrative 
work, etc. If you’re interested contact Megan at 
megan.guthrie@tapestryhospice.com

-The Alzheimer’s Association’s Caring Closet 
was created to help offset the high cost of incontinent 
products and give the families support they often 
desperately need. If you would like to visit the 
nearest Closet, call the chapter office to receive a 
flier with locations and hours. Morning Pointe in 
Calhoun has a Caring Closet; call Mary Braden at 
706-629-0777.

-Are you interested in losing pounds and 
inches? Join TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) 
for support and how-to information. Meetings are 
on Monday nights. Weigh-ins begin at 6 p.m., and 
group support and information starts at 7 p.m. at 
the Gordon County Senior Citizens Center, 150 
Cambridge Court, Calhoun. For more information, 
call 706-847-3306.

-The Georgia Long-Term Care Ombudsman 
Program seeks to improve the quality of life for 
residents of long-term care facilities. For more 
information, call Linda Ann Daniel at 1-866-565-
8213 or 706-272-2158.

-Community volunteers are needed at 
Countryside Hospice Care, where the mission is 
to promote comfort and dignity at the end of life. 
The agency covers 26 Northwest Georgia counties 
between three offices in LaFayette, Rome, and 
Newnan. If you would like to participate in this 
rewarding program, call 706-638-7651 or 1-800-
660-7381.

-Discovering Hope, an autism support group 
for Northwest Georgia, meets the fourth Tuesday of 
each month at 6:30 p.m. at Friendship Baptist Church, 
Rocky Face. For more information, call Connie Post 
at 706-673-7765 or www.discoveringhope.us.

-Caring Connection is a telephone support 
group especially for caregivers of loved ones 
with Alzheimer’s who cannot leave their homes 
because of care responsibilities. This support group 
is as close as the phone. Call 706-275-0819 or 
1-800-272-3900 and ask to be enrolled in Caring 
Connection.

-Grief Recovery Group for those who have 
lost loved ones and friends, receive support and 
guidance with the Four Tasks of Grieving. Cost is 
Free. Second Wednesday of each month at 1 p.m. 
at Harris Radiation Therapy Center at Gordon 
Hospital. For more information or to RSVP, please 

call 706.879.5850.
-The Compassionate Friends of Dalton and 

N.W. Georgia is part of a worldwide effort that 
has helped many families cope with the loss 
of a child and to honor our children’s memory. 
The Compassionate Friends meets on the third 
Thursday of each month from 7 to 9 p.m. at 
Evangelical Methodist Church (in the “Gathering 
Place” building), 1035 Abutment Road, Dalton (on 
the hill behind the old Lowe’s off Walnut Avenue). 
For more information, call Dawn at 706-277-3312 
or 706-264-4458 or e-mail dawnsisson@msn.com.

-SING (Surviving Infidelity Necessary to your 
Growth) has formed here. If you are experiencing 
difficulty in marriage and are looking for ways 
to survive, then you should come and be part 
of these meetings designed to help, encourage, 
and solve issues in a marriage that can lead to a 
promising future ahead for the entire family. For 
more information, call Iroka Moore at 706-629-
2880.

-United Hospice is seeking volunteers who 
can help others through companionship, reading, 
sharing, and other small tasks. Give the gift of 
caring and enjoy the privilege of sharing in your 
local area. Call Dan Hogan at 706-602-9546 or 800-
867-7976.

-Looking for a 12-step meeting for men and 
women? At “Road to Recovery,” recognizing Jesus 
Christ as our higher power, they take the 12 steps 
and compare how they are taken from scripture 
and how to apply them to our lives to experience 
true freedom from the bondages of addiction. The 
meetings are free and open to the public at World 
Harvest Church locations in Cherokee and Gordon 
counties. For more information, call 706-602-1919. 
The Calhoun church is located at 2335 Red Bud 
Road. The meetings here are every Monday and 
Thursday at 7 p.m.

-A 12-step-meeting for Overeaters Anonymous 
is held at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, 901 W. 
Emory St, Dalton on Thursdays at 6 p.m. Call Nan 
at 706-695-9008 or Stephanie at 706-847-8125 for 
more information.

-Caring for a loved one who is suffering from 
late-stage cancer is certainly one of life’s hardest 
experiences. But you do not have to go through 
this alone. The Harris Radiation Therapy Center 
at Gordon Hospital provides a place for you to 
meet each month with others who understand what 
you are going through during this difficult time. 
Strength for Caring, a support group for caregivers 
of patients with advanced stages of cancer meets 
on the second Tuesday of each month from 2-3 
p.m. at the Harris Radiation Therapy Center at 
Gordon Hospital, 1035 Red Bud Road. For more 
information, please call 706-879-5853.

-Dealing with a cancer diagnosis is difficult 
for everyone involved – the patient and their loved 
ones. But you are not alone. The Harris Radiation 
Therapy Center at Gordon Hospital, 1035 Red Bud 
Road, hosts a Support Group for cancer patients, 
survivors, and caregivers on the third Wednesday of 
each month from noon until 1 p.m. Lunch is served. 
For more information and to RSVP, please call 706-
879-5853. We offer a hand to hold and an ear to 
listen as you go through this difficult time.

-The Alzheimer’s Auxiliary of North Georgia 
is seeking new members. Members of this auxiliary 
are a vital part in the work of the Alzheimer’s 
Association. Currently, two auxiliaries, one in 
North Georgia and one in Atlanta, provide support 
and financial assistance to people affected by 
Alzheimer’s disease. There are many volunteer 
opportunities to work with the regional offices in 
supporting those living with the disease, as well 
as caregivers. Some events auxiliary members 
participate in are an annual bake sale, the annual 
gala, Memory Walk, and health fairs. For annual 
membership, yearly dues of $35 per person are 
requested. For more information about joining the 
Alzheimer’s Auxiliary, contact the Alzheimer’s 
Association at 706-275-0819.

-Families Anonymous, a 12-step, self-help 
recovery program is for parents, relatives, and 
friends concerned about their loved ones current, 
suspected or past abuse of drugs or alcohol. Working 
together, members find ways of overcoming feelings 
of helplessness and despair. The weekly meetings 
are held on Thursdays at 7 p.m. at 654A Red Bud 
Road N.E. (beside Calhoun Counseling Center). 
There is no cost for membership.

-The Georgia Tobacco Quit Line 1-877-270-
stop (7867) provides free counseling, support and 
referral services for Georgia residents 18 years of 
age or older who want to stop using tobacco, as well 
as concerned parents of adolescents using tobacco. 
Call today to become tobacco-free!

www.gordongazettega.com

Help for the Hurting

All-Star Fireworks owner 
Scott Lunsford continues to 
add to All-Star Halloween, 
a seasonal Halloween Store, 
located at 976 Highway 53 
WSW Spur in Calhoun. All-
Star Halloween will be open 
through Nov 1. Hours of 
operation are 10 a.m. – 9 p.m., 
Monday – Saturday. 

All-Star Halloween has the 
biggest selection of Halloween 
masks around, more than 
150, along with Halloween 
costumes from baby to adult, 
dog costumes, professional 
makeup, animated props and 
décor and lighting, with price 

points to fit all budgets.
Beginning this Saturday 

and running through Thursday, 
Oct. 31, All Star Halloween 
will have a professional make-
up artist for all kids, and 
anyone wanting that special 
touch for costume parties or 
competitions.

In addition to Halloween 
items and fireworks, Lunsford 
is also selling tickets for 
Copper Creek Farm’s Haunted 
Corn Maze and Adventures for 
$18 per ticket, which is $5 off 
the regular price.

For more information, 
visit the All-Star Halloween 
Facebook page.

All-Star Halloween adds more SPOOKtacular 
items just in time for Trick-or-Treating
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The Calhoun-Gordon 
County community is 
again rallying around 
local preacher and 
GNTC instructor Leyner 
Argueta, holding a 
blood drive for him this 
Saturday, Oct. 26, from 
9 a.m. – 3 p.m. at his 
church, Faith Moves 
Maranatha, located at 
161 Riverview Drive in 
Calhoun

Argueta, who has 
suffered from kidney 
failure since the age of 
21, began struggling 
with his health again 
over the summer, and 
has been hospitalized 
with complications from 
a kidney he received in a 
previous transplant since 
that time. He’s currently 
at Emory Hospital 
awaiting another kidney 
t ransp lan t .  Other 

complications have 
now led to a need for 
a blood transfusion, but 
he is difficult to match. 
All possible blood 
donation matches taken 
this Saturday will be 
sent directly to Emory 
Hospital, while other 
donations will be sent 
to any local hospitals in 
need.

“He has never stepped 
away from a challenge,” 
said family members in 
a video posted on the 
Facebook page ‘Let’s 
Find Leyner a Kidney!” 
set up to raise awareness 
for transplants and 
to help find Argueta a 
kidney.

As pastor of Faith 
Moves, where he has 
served since 2010, 
Argueta has served the 
community in various 
capacities, including 
organizing a couple 
of public servant 

appreciation events in 
downtown Calhoun, 
where local law 
enforcement, firefighters, 
911 operators and EMS 
are recognized for their 
service to the community 
and prayed for by 
members of his church, 
and other churches in 
the community who 
participate.

In April of this year, 
before becoming sick 
again, Argueta was 
named the 2019 Rick 
Perkins Instructor of the 
Year for the Technical 
College System of 
Georgia during a banquet 
honoring the system’s 
most  ou ts tanding 
instructors and students.

The son of immigrants, 
Argueta had to overcome 
many obstacles growing 
up including being born 
with only one hand and 
being diagnosed with 
kidney failure at the age 

of 21.
“Just like my father, 

I see my struggles 
and challenges as a 
platform,” said Argueta 
at the time he won the 
award. “Today I tell 
my students, just as my 
father told me, stand on 
my shoulders I promise 
you’ll get a better 
view. Every now and 
then when my life gets 
tough, I remember the 
reason for my passion. 
My father always said 
to me as a child ‘I came 
to this country to give 
you a better opportunity,’ 
an opportunity that he 
didn’t have.”

The family says 
that they can use the 
communities support 
now more than ever.

“Anytime things 
get tough, I know that 
there’s something bigger 
than me in this world 
that I have to continue to 

fight for,” said Argueta.
For more information 

on this weekend’s blood 
drive, call 1-800-962-
9628 or text GIVE 
#444999.  For more 
informat ion about 
becoming a kidney 

donor, visit the Emory 
Donor website at https://
emory.donorscreen.org 
or text 770-608-2498. 
And make sure to visit 
the Facebook page ‘Let’s 
Find Leyner a Kidney!’

Community again rallies around local pastor Leyner 
Argueta; Blood drive to be held for him this Saturday
Brandi Owczarz
gordongazettega@gmail.com
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Terri English-Garmon 
has officially opened 
Calhoun Design Co., 
offering screen printing, 
custom vinyl tees, vinyl 
decals, monograms and 
more, located in one of the 
newly renovated suites at 
203 North Piedmont Street 
in downtown Calhoun, 
which are owned by Jason 
Everts of Jason Everts 
Construction.

 “I was working out of 
my house, just doing vinyl, 
and all of this just happened 
really fast,” said Garmon 
of the store. “This building 
looks phenomenal, even the 
wider sidewalk coming in.  
Jason did a wonderful job 
renovating this space.”

While the facility isn’t 
fully functional right now – 
Garmon still needs to add 
her retail counter in the front 
of the store – she is already 

taking orders and customers 
can visit.

Calhoun Design Co. will 
be open Monday – Saturday. 
Hours of operation have 
not been nailed down, but 

the store is definitely open 
between 9 a.m.– 6 p.m. at 
this time.

For more information, 
visit Calhoun Design Co.’s 
Facebook or Instagram page.

Brandi Owczarz
gordongazettega@gmail.com
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Calhoun Design Co. 
opens in newly renovated 
space on Piedmont Street

Gordon County 
Government lifts burn ban

Gordon County 
Government announced 

on Tuesday, Oct. 22 that 
they were lifting the burn 
ban, that was extended 
indefinitely on Tuesday, Oct. 

1, after the County received 
much-needed rainfall over 
the weekend and earlier this 
week.

STAFF REPORTS
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Ken Herron: Lobbyists and PACs

Many of the 
political ads you see 
during election time 
are untrue or they are 
gross exaggerations 
of insignificant facts.  
You can’t blame the 
candidates because the 
television ads are paid 
for by the Political 
Action Committees 
(PACs). The federal 
elections laws restrict 
direct contributions 
to the candidates to 
$2600 per person. There 
are no restrictions on 
contributions to PACs.  
The PACs are the ones 
with the money to pay for 
the expensive television 
advertisements. The 
candidates are not 
supposed to control or 
influence the way the 
PAC money is spent.

Not much has been 
said about Lobbyists 
during this elections 
season.  Lobbyis ts 
are individuals that 
represent businesses 

or organizations to 
the legislative branch 
of the government 
in both the state and 
federal governments.  
Lobbyists are often 
former members of the 
legislative branches 
of the state or federal 
government.  They are 
also often lawyers.  They 
watch the legislation 
that might affect their 
clients and try to keep 
the legislation from 
being passed or try to 
make sure the legislation 
is passed if it will 
benefit their clients.  
They use reasoning to 
the legislators but they 
also provide perks and 
benefits.  Their job is to 
influence the legislators 
vote.  If it is close to 
election time they can 
make large contributions 
to the candidates PAC.   
If the candidate needs 
funds personally, the 
lobbyist can arrange for 
the legislator to speak 
at a company business 
meeting where the 
company can pay the 
legislator personally for 
his service.  This does 
not violate the ethics 
rules that say that the 
legislator cannot accept 
a personal gift from a 
lobbyist.

It is difficult to think 
that these contributions 
do not influence 
legislation. Can the 
problems of improper 
influence be solved 
and eliminated easily? 

I think not. All of the 
legislators are humans 
who are looking out 
for themselves first and 
this is normal. They 
serve the state and the 
country second. This 
gives incumbents a big 
advantage in elections.  
Challengers cannot 
raise enough money to 
compete with the PAC 
money that is available 
to the incumbent 
legislators. On the 
statewide races at the 
Governor’s level all of 
the candidates are usually 
established politicians 
with connections to the 
money sources which 
makes the races a little 
more even.

The total solution 
would be to eliminate 
the PACs.  This will not 
happen but there should 
be some restrictions put 
on their contributions.  
Personally, I would 
support raising the 
individual contribution 
level to the candidate 
from $2600 per person 
to $5,000 per person 
per election.  Then I 
would support putting 
a $50,000 limit per 
individual or business on 
contributions to all PACs 
that support a particular 
candidate.

It does not make 
any sense to me that we 
allow a Congressman to 
spend a million dollars to 
get elected to serve one 
term that pays a salary 
of $350,000. There 

has to be something 
that is improper in 
this arrangement.  The 
salary for a Senator who 
serves six-year terms is 
$1,050,000 for the six-
year term.  They often 
spend $4 million or more 
on these campaigns.  
Wonder what would 
happen if there was a 
limit on campaign 
spending that would 
not permit a candidate 
to spend more than the 
amount of the salary paid 
during the term?  Money 
could no longer buy an 
election.  Candidates 
would do a lot more 
personal appearance 
campaigning.

The group that is 
most interested in 
buying influence with 
the legislators are the 
businesses.  What would 
happen if businesses were 
not allowed to contribute 
to the legislator ’s 
campaign expenses?  
All of the contributions 
would have to come 
from individuals.  The 
only obligation that 
legislators would have 
would be to please their 
constituents. Imagine 
that!

One of  my 
Congressmen told me 
one time that term limits 
on Congressmen and 
Senators in Washington 
would not solve the 
problems.  He said that 
the bureaucrats are the 
biggest problem.  They 
are not elected.  They 

have responsibility to 
review the proposed 
legislation and advise 
the member of Congress 
that employs them on 
how he or she should 
vote and why.  They go 
to Washington and stay 
for life.  Men or women 
who are at the Chief of 
Staff level are the most 
powerful people in 
Washington.  Members 
of Congress come and go 
but these individuals are 
there for life.  Most of the 
members of Congress do 
not read the legislation.  
They read the summaries 
prepared by the staff 
which determines how 
the member of Congress 
should vote.  The staff 
of the majority and 
minority leaders also 
send around summaries 
with suggestions about 
how to vote on specific 
legislation.

There are two 
Senators from each 
state regardless of the 
size of the state.  Each 
member of the House 
of Representat ives 
has approximately 
650,000 constituents.  
What would happen if 
the Congressperson 
represented one million 
constituents?  It would 
reduce the House of 
Representatives from 
435 down to 320 
members.  It would 
eliminate perhaps 500 
staff members and 115 
office spaces.  It would 
reduce the salaries for 

Congress members and 
staff by more than $40 
million per year. 

Term limits requires 
an amendment to the 
Constitution.  Term 
limits on the length of 
time an individual could 
serve as Speaker of the 
House, Majority Leader, 
and Minority Leader 
would only require 
Congressional Action.  
This would break up 
the power that these 
positions exert over the 
houses of Congress.  The 
same could be true for 
the State Senate and 
State House.  Break the 
power blocks.

You probably think 
that all of the suggestions 
above are too extreme 
to consider but this is 
thinking outside the box.  
Probably none of these 
things will ever happen 
but they just show that 
solutions to the problems 
in government are 
possible if we are willing 
to move away from, “We 
have always done it this 
way.”

Ken Herron is a long-
time resident of Calhoun-
Gordon County, and a 
long-time conservative 
c o l u m n i s t .  T h e 
opinions he expresses 
in his columns do not 
necessarily represent  
the views of the Gordon 
Gazette. Readers can 
contact Ken Herron by 
emailing  kenherron37@
yahoo.com. 

OP-ED
Opinions and Editorials

Ken Herron, Sr.
Local Columnist

kenherron37@yahoo.com

What do we do with those we can’t trust?

I’ve done a lot wrong 
things in my life. Even 
the things I’ve done 
since I’ve been saved 
are too many to count. 
There’s not enough 

money out there to be 
worth showing every 
evil thought

I have on a public 
screen. Many times, 
since I’ve been a God-
called, Baptist-ordained, 
and Sta te- l icensed 
minister, I’ve found 
myself on the phone of 
shame apologizing for 
something that I said or 
did in the flesh. These 
were, and are, moments 
I regret. The worst 
feeling is the conviction 
I receive through the 
power of the Holy Spirit; 
when I have allowed 
myself to think, do, or 
say the unthinkable.

One of the worst 
things I had ever been 
told was someone saying 

they “just didn’t think 
they could trust me.” It 
was a month before my 
twenty seventh birthday, 
when I heard these 
words.

While there was no 
gain in not having done 
what I had promised to, I 
had dropped the ball and 
then tried to cover it up. 
The truth was that I had 
always prided myself in 
being honest, even when 
I was brutal in doing so. 
It was something that I 
had always been taught. 
My memory stretches 
back to a day as a kid 
not even in school, as I 
vaguely recall, taking a 
two or three cent piece 
of candy from the store 
in Nicklesville. Daddy 

taught me a lesson that 
that day which wouldn’t 
be forgotten physically 
or mentally.

Recently, someone 
who I love with my 
whole heart lied to me. 
Immediately, I felt like 
my heart had been ripped 
out and stepped on. In 
anger I began to think 
about what I should do 
to that person, if they 
dared to come clean. 
Soon after, I realized… 
that’s what today’s 
article would be about. 
What do we do with 
those we can’t trust? So 
we look to scripture for 
a WDJD answers.

What did Jesus do? 
Jesus loved them. Not 
only did He continue to 

love them with all of His 
heart but Christ even 
suffered the consequence 
of the guilty to provide a 
way for them to escape 
it. Over and over again, 
Jesus extends an offer 
of justification through 
His shed blood to 
everyone. He gives the 
opportunity to those 
who will reach forward 
in faith to receive it, and 
even those that He knew 
never would.

I retreat to the Word 
of God found in 2 nd 
Corinthians 2:1,2 where 
Paul said to the church 
at Corinth, “But I 
determined this within 
myself, that I would not 
come again to you in 
sorrow. For if I make 

you sorrowful, then who 
is he who makes me glad 
but the one who is made 
sorrowful by me?” In 
other words, Paul had 
made up His mind, 
that he wouldn’t make 
another painful visit to 
them. After all, If he 
brought pain to them, 
the only one that could 
make him glad, was 
the very one that Paul 
himself had caused pain 
to. Jesus!

How could Paul not 
share the grace that was 
given to him by Christ? 
How can we not? Show 
kindness to those you 
can’t trust. They’re in 
enough pain already. 

Be Blessed.

Randy Muse
Antioch Baptist Church 

Youth Minister
rmuse1@yahoo.com
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Ongoing
-The Basement will hold 

Nights of Worship weekly each 
Saturday, with fellowship at 5:30 
p.m. and worship at 6:30 p.m. 
The Basement is located at 903 
D South Wall Street in Calhoun, 
beside Family Dollar Store. 

-Oostanaula Baptist 
Outreach Ministry will be open 
on the third Saturday of each 
month, taking donations for food 
and clothing. 

-Oakman Baptist Church 
will open their monthly 
OVERFLOW Community 
Kitchen & Pantry open the 
2nd Saturday of each month, 
from 5 to 6 p.m. They will be 
providing a meal and community 
fellowship, as well as food and 
other essential items to help 
meet needs of people in the 
community. All are welcome. 
Oakman Baptist Church is 
located at 2706 Highway 411 in 
Ranger. For more information, 
visit the Oakman Baptist Church 
Facebook page or call 706-264-
2555.

-Celebrate Recovery 
– Every Monday night at 
NorthPointe Church in 
Adairsville: Cross Talk Café 
begins at 6 p.m., Large Group 
Worship at 7 p.m. and Open 
Share Groups at 8 p.m. Celebrate 
Recovery is a Christ-Centered 
recovery program offering 
healing from life’s Hurts, Habits 
and Hang-ups. NorthPointe is 
located at 30 Orchard Road, for 
more information contact Kitty 
at 404-642-3605 or go to www.
northpointechurch.com.

-The Closet of Hope at 
Pleasant Valley Baptist Church 
in Calhoun will be open the 
third Saturday of each month 
from 9 – 11 a.m. There will 
be a free breakfast served until 
10:30 a.m. The Closet of Hope is 
a community-wide, non-profit, 
faith-based clothing ministry. 
If you would like to make a 
donation: Because of limited 
space right now, we can only take 
in donations of summer clothing 
and shoes in new or slightly used 
condition.  For more information 

you can call 770-315-0556 or 
706-676-6518. Check us out on 
Facebook by searching Pleasant 
Valley Church Calhoun or email 
us at  pvbccalhoun@gmail.com.

-Philadelphia Christian 
School is located off Highway 
41 between Calhoun and 
Adairsville. The school offers 
4-year-old kindergarten through 
12th grade, using the A-Beka 
curriculum. To find out more 
about the school, call the office 
at 706-625-3233.

-Faith Deliverance Ministry 
and Outreach will be taking 
donations of clothes, shoes, also 
all house hold items to help 
needy families. Call Minister 
Evelyn Adams at 706-671-7988. 

-Celebrate Recovery, a faith 
based 12-step program, meets 
every Tuesday at 6 p.m. at 
Relevate Church in Ranger off 
411. Call Nicole for information: 
706-979-4713/706-290-8028.

-East Calhoun Church 
of God, at 401 Peters Street, 
gives out groceries and clothing 
through the “Feed the Needy” 

ministry each Saturday from 11 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. The church 
hosts a miracle healing service 
every first Friday at 7 p.m. For 
more information, contact “Feed 
the Needy” ministry director 
Florence Jones at 706-409-1981. 
Senior pastor is Keith Reid. 

CHURCH DIRECTORY
Fairmount United 

Methodist Church-Loving One 
Another To Christ. Sunday 
School at 10 a.m.; Worship 
Service at 11 a.m. Children’s 
Church provided. New Minister 
now Leading. New programs 
and community outreach coming 
soon.

-Pastor Terry Reisner 
invites everyone to the Vision 
Pentecostal Ministry located 
at 401 South Wall Street in 
Calhoun. Come hear the truth of 
God’s Word Sundays at 11 a.m.

-Faith Deliverance 
Church & Outreach Ministry 
Welcomes Everyone to an 
Anointed Church Service at 
1320 Dawnville Road in Dalton 

every Sunday at 6 p.m. and 
Thursday at 7 p.m. Pastor and 
Evangelist Evelyn Adams, also 
an Anointed Gospel Singing. 
Come expecting Jesus to move 
for you. Miracles, Healing, 
Deliverance, Salvation. For 
more information or directions, 
call Minister Evelyn Adams 
(706) 671-7988

-Pine Chapel United 
Methodist Church, located 
at 2232 Pine Chapel Road in 
Resaca, “A place to begin, 
belong and become.” Sunday 
School, 10:15 a.m.; Worship, 11 
a.m. Pastor Louise W. Elmore.

-Resaca Assembly of God, 
located at 904 Resaca Lafayette 
Rd NW, would like to welcome 
everyone to please come and join 
in worship and meet our Pastor 
Steve Burns and his lovely wife 
Cathy. Sunday school at 10 a.m., 
worship service on Sunday at 
11 a.m. and 6 p.m.. Everyone is 
invited.

-Calhoun First United 
Methodist Church Sunday 
Worship times: 9:00 a.m., 

Church Calendar

HALLOWEEN
Coming This Fall...  

You’ve never celebrated Halloween 
until you’ve seen our full line of 

costumes and supplies!  

770-548-9296
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Gordon County Extension Reminders

 I have now been a 
county extension agent for 
over twenty-five years. I 
spent the first eleven plus 
years as the 4-H coordinator 
in Bartow County. The rest 
of my career has been spent 
as the agricultural and natural 
resources agent in either 
Bartow or my home county 
of Gordon. When you have 
been at a job for a long time, 
you may think how did I get to 
this point. When I graduated 
high school, I either wanted 

to be a basketball coach or 
find a career in agriculture. 
I was able to play tennis 
after high school at Young 
Harris College. I was pretty 
good too. In fact, was team 
MVP for two years. When I 
transferred to UGA, I was a 
member of one of the more 
successful livestock judging 
teams in school history. There 
I decided the best plan for me 
was going into an Ag based 
field and UGA Extension 
was the best fit.

Today, I would like to 
give reminders of what your 
UGA Extension- Gordon 
County office can provide 
locally.

I would like to start with 
our youth development area 
of UGA Extension, our 4-H 
club. When the weather 
starts to cool down, it can 
take me back to days when 
I competed as a Gordon 
County 4-H on our livestock 
judging team. My team was 
very competitive. In fact, we 
traveled to two national

competitions. We finished 

2nd in Harrisburg, PA at the 
Keystone International and 
finished 4th in the nation 
at the American Royal in 
Kansas City, Missouri. I can 
still remember some of the 
classes at those contests. I 
can remember visiting the 
American Angus facility plus 
touring Gettysburg while on 
these trips. Yes, our team was 
highly competitive, but those 
trips opened doors for me. 
It showed me that it is a big 
country we live in. 4-H not 
only taught me life skills that 
I use everyday as an adult, but 
the club gave me opportunity 
also. Today, 4-H still can 
enhance life skills such as 
decision making, public 
speaking, responsibility and 
community service just to 
name a few. Many people 
have a misconception that 
4-H is only for youth with 
agriculture interests. Yes, 
agriculture is our roots and 
Gordon 4-H still  excels in 
agriculture- based programs, 
but we are much more. Our 
youth can grow in areas of 

leadership, achievement 
and community service 
activities. Plus, our 4-H staff 
conducts approximately 
100 educational school club 
meeting monthly. I do not 
want to forget the project 
achievement part of 4-H 
where a young person can 
conquer the fear of public 
speaking. It will soon be time 
for young people to sign up 
for project areas and prepare 
for area competition. Our 4-H 
staff will soon be advertising 
this important part of 4-H. 
One cool thing is currently 
there still are no membership 
dues to be a club member.

This time of year, I start 
to shift gears agriculturally. 
I start preparing for 2020 
agriculture programing 
activities. I always try to 
promote the lab services that 
UGA provides. By way of 
reminding, I would like to 
promote these services. I 
recently shared an article on 
soil sampling. I will not go 
into detail, but now is a super 
time to do some soil testing 

of vegetable garden spots, 
pastures, cropland, etc. One 
thing to keep in mind is that 
we can tend to be low soil 
pH in the area. Lime will 
be recommended to improve 
soil pH. When the pH is 
not in a proper zone, you 
can lose efficiency of your 
applied fertilizer. Soil testing 
is economical at $9 per 
sample, we let you borrow 
soil probes if you choose and 
results comeback in normally 
5-7 working days. The 
report will give you specific 
recommendations for your 
property.

Another reminder is hay 
sampling. I will be honest, 
I did a “Gon HAYwire” 
promotion a few years back 
to push hay sampling. I do 
not think the promotion 
increased the number of hay 
samples collected. 

With drought in 2019, 
some farmers could have 
hay that is high in nitrates 
or hay that low in quality 
and nutrients. This makes 
sampling important. We even 

have a hay probe that can be 
checked out to assist with 
sampling needs. Livestock 
producers should also be 
on the lookout or have a 
knowledge of potentially 
poisonous weeds. Livestock 
can have a pecking order 
of forage items they like to 
consume.

When those more 
palatable forage resources 
are gone such as in a drought, 
animals may graze or 
consume items that can be 
toxic. Dr. Dennis Hancock, 
UGA Forage Specialist, has 
a great eight video  series 
called “Plants that are 
Poisonous to Livestock”. You 
can find the series at www.
georgiaforages.caes.uga.edu. 
When you get to the page, 
click on videos at the top and 
then scroll down until you 
find the series. 

For more information, 
contact UGA Extension-
Gordon County at 706-629-
8685 or email gbowman@
uga.edu. 

Greg Bowman
Gordon County 
Extension Agent

gbowman@uga.edu

GORDON GROWN

Don’t miss any Georgia Bulldog action!

Gordon County 4-H is 
presenting the 2nd in its series 
of workshops as part of the 4-H 
Tech Changemakers program 
at the Calhoun-Gordon County 
Library this Tuesday, October 
29. 

National 4-H Council and 
Microsoft are working together 
to close the connectivity gap 

in rural areas by empowering 
teens to bring technology 
and digital skills access to 
their communities. Over 90% 
of total jobs in the economy 
now require experience with 
digital tools. The 4-H Tech 
Changemakers program 
puts teens at the forefront 
of creating change in their 
communities, empowering 
them to serve as digital 

ambassadors by equipping 
them with the tools, resources 
and technical partners to train 
adults to use technology.

Gordon County 4-H’s 
program consists of ongoing 
educational sessions taught 
by teens to adults wanting 
to learn digital literacy skills. 
These teens have been trained 
to teach adults in this content 
area, and will be supported 

by a 4-H staff member or 
volunteer at each session. 
Sessions currently scheduled 
include:

October 29 – Buyer 
Beware: Online Shopping

November 25 – Keeping 
Children Safe Online

December 16 – Naughty or 
Nice? Lesson in Netiquette

This month’s workshop, 
“Buyer Beware” will focus on 

helping adults utilize online 
shopping resources safely. The 
workshop begins at 5 p.m. 
this Tuesdday at the Calhoun-
Gordon County library; pre-
registration is not required. 
Please contact the Gordon 
County Extension/4-H Office 
at 706-629-8685 for more 
information.

CONTRIBUTED

Microsoft 4-H Tech Changemakers Series: Buyer Beware Online Shopping

October 24  
Pumpkin Growing Contest Deadline

October 29 
4-H Tech Changemaker Program at 
Calhoun-Gordon County Library –  

Online Shopping

In-School Programs:
 

Wednesday, October 23
Belwood Elementary – 5th Grade
Tolbert Elementary – 5th Grade

Thursday, October 24
Red Bud Elementary – 5th Grade

Friday, October 25
W.L. Swain Elementary – 5th Grade

Monday, October 28
Red Bud Elementary – 4th Grade

Wednesday, October 30
W.L. Swain Elementary – 4th Grade

Georgia National Fair Livestock Contests

Gordon County 4-H’ers had major 
showings with their livestock during 
the Georgia National Fair October 
3-13. The Fair hosted shows including 
the Georgia Junior National State 
Market Goat and Market Lamb Show as 
well as the steer, heifer, market heifer, 
commercial dairy heifer, breeding 
ewes, market swine, and breeding gilt 
shows.

On Friday, October 4th, the fair 
started off with showmanship in 
the beef and market goat barns. In 
the beef barn, Gordon County 4-H 
had nine exhibitors who competed 
in showmanship. Competitors 
were: Kylie Hurd, Brent McDaniel, 
Bryson Smith, Olivia Tierce, Hannah 
McElrath, Rebekah McElrath, Cole 
Craig, Grace Johns, and Josh Carr. All 
of these competitors showed amongst 
elite competition with multiple top 20 
finishes and Kylie Hurd placing 4th 
in 8th grade showmanship and Bryson 
Smith earning top 10 honors in 11th 
grade showmanship. In the goat barn, 
we had six exhibitors, Hunter Petty, 
Gabrielle Ralston, Jazmine Ralston, 
Bailey Williams, Ben Williams, and 
Brooke Williams, who competed in 
their respective grade levels all of whom 
finished in the top 6 in their grades 
highlighted with Ben Williams and 
Hunter Petty winning State Champion 

in 8th and 9th grade showmanship. 
Following the showmanship classes, 
the State Market Wether Show began. 
In weight classes, every Gordon 
County 4-H’er who showed wethers 
was in the top 7 in class with multiple 
top 5 finishes. Brooke Williams had 
a very special day being selected as 
Division II Champion in the wether 
show and ended the day being selected 
5th Overall Wether for the 2019-2020 
Georgia 4-H/FFA Market Wether Show. 

The next day started with the 
Market Doe Show, again all of the 
Gordon County 4-H’ers entered didn’t 
stand below 6th in class with everyone 
having at least one in the top 5 of their 
respected weight classes. Saturday was 
also the Breeding Ewe, Market Lamb 
showmanship, First Year Feeder in 
Market Lambs, Georgia Legislative 
Livestock Showdown Showmanship, 
and Breeding Heifer shows. In the 
Breeding Ewe show, Gordon County 
4-H had eight exhibitors who are 
Brooklyn Stamey, Luke Brown, Jacob 
Brown, Gabrielle Ralston, Jazmine 
Ralston, Hunter Petty, Breana Manning, 
and Matthew Manning. In breeding 
ewe showmanship, no one stood below 
6th in their combined showmanship 
class and was highlighted with Jazmine 
Ralston winning Champion 11th and 
12th grade showmanship. In the State 
4-H/FFA Market Lamb Showmanship, 
Gordon County had another impressive 

showing with ten exhibitors: Bailey 
Williams, Brooke Williams, Brooklyn 
Stamey, Luke Brown, Jacob Brown, 
Gabrielle Ralston, Jazmine Ralston, 
Hunter Petty, Breana Manning, and 
Matthew Manning. Of the 10 Gordon 
County 4-H exhibitors, there were 
2 State Showmanship Champions, 
Brooklyn Stamey-1st Grade and 
Gabrielle Ralston-11th Grade, and 
nobody finished out of the top four 
in their class with many of the classes 
having more than 15 in each class! 

During the breeding ewe show, the 
eight exhibitors had a strong showing 
with everyone finishing in the top 5 in 
their class which is an incredible feat 
to accomplish. After the breeding ewe 
show was over, the First Year Feeder 
show started. Two Gordon County 
4-H exhibitors, Brooklyn Stamey and 
Hunter Petty, showed their Market 
Lambs in this show. Hunter was 2nd in 
his weight class and Brooklyn was 1st 
in her weight class and ended the show 
as the 3rd Overall First Year Feeder 
Market Lamb. 

During the breeding heifer show 
in the beef barn, Gordon County 4-H 
had eight exhibitors that showed 
six different breeds of cattle. The 
breeds exhibited by Gordon County 
4-H’ers are Angus, Simmental, Percent 
Simmental, Low Percent Simmental, 
Chianina, and Commercial. All but two 
of the cattle entered by Gordon County 

4-H exhibitors placed 6th or higher 
in their class. Both steers entered 
in the fair show placed 3rd. Kylie 
Hurd placed 5th Overall Individual in 
Georgia Junior Livestock Foundation 
showmanship points for the year and 
Hannah McElrath was selected by 
Georgia 4-H to represent 4-H exhibitors 
as a coach for a participant in the 
Legislative Livestock Showdown with 
Senator Bill Heath who placed 7th 
overall.

Sunday, October 6 was the day 

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

TOP ROW, LEFT TO RIGHT:  Peach State Livestock Judging and Brooke Williams.
MIDDLE ROW, LEFT TO RIGHT: Brooklyn Stamey, Jazmine Ralston, Gabrielle Ralston.
BOTTOM RIGHT: Gracy Sexton.

See 4H,  
page 7A
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of the market lamb show with 10 exhibitors from 
Gordon County 4-H. Each exhibitor had at least one 
lamb place in the top five of their class. Brooklyn 
Stamey was Reserve Division winner and 4th Overall 
Georgia Born and Bred lamb. Brooke Williams won 
Reserve Champion Natural Lamb, Reserve Division 
Georgia Born and Bred, and 5th Overall Georgia 
Born and Bred lamb. Gordon County 4-H was also 
the Reserve Champion County Group of 5 with group 
members: Hunter Petty, Gabrielle Ralston, Jazmine 
Ralston, Bailey Williams, and Brooke Williams. 
Gracy Sexton, Gordon County 4-H alumna, was the 
High Point Overall Senior Individual for Georgia 
Junior Livestock Foundation showmanship points 
for the year in her first year competing.

Kylie Hurd also showed in the market heifer 
show on Saturday, October 12, earning 7th in 
showmanship, and 3rd in market classes.

In the swine shows on October 11 and 12, Gordon 
County 4-H had two exhibitors: Madison McMorris 
and Emma Thomas. Madison was 1st and 3rd place 

in the Georgia Born and Bred Gilt Show; Emma was 
named in the top 15 for showmanship. Gracy Sexton 
received 4th Overall Individual for Georgia Junior 
Livestock Foundation showmanship points for the 
year, her 5th year in a row being in top 5 points 
circuit.

The final livestock contest of the Georgia 
National Fair was the Peach State Livestock Judging 
Contest. Juniors Kylie Hurd and Lowry Duggin 
competed from Gordon County. Kylie earned 2nd 
High Individual in Cattle, 4th High Individual in 
Sheep/Goats, and 4th High Individual Overall. In the 
senior division, two teams from Gordon County 4-H 
competed. On Team A was Jazmine Ralston, Hunter 
Petty, Rebekah McElrath, and Roberto Romero and 
Team B was composed of Gabrielle Ralston, Hannah 
McElrath, Breana Manning, and Bryson Smith. 
Team A was the 2nd place team of the contest, and 
Team B placed 6th. Individual awards included:

• Gabrielle Ralston- 2nd High Individual 
Swine, 2nd High Individual Reasons, 2nd High 
Individual Overall

• Jazmine Ralston- 1st High Individual Sheep/
Goats, 5th High Individual Overall

• Hannah McElrath- 3rd High Individual in 
Cattle

4H
From page 6A
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All work and no play

As I write this, I’m 
sitting at The Feast of 
Tabernacles, also just 
called Sukkot. If you aren’t 
familiar with The Feast of 
Tabernacles, that’s where 
Yahweh commanded the 
children of Israel to live 
in temporary dwellings 
for seven days. This is 
to remind them of the 
time they wandered in the 
wilderness for 40 years, 
during which, they dwelt 

in tents — not houses.“Be 
easy on people, but hard 
on the problem.”

In other words, 
Yahweh commands us to 
go on seven-day camping 
trip every year. Pretty 
cool, huh? (If you’d like 
to read it about it, the 
command for Tabernacles 
is in Leviticus 23:33-43)

This is one of our 
favorite holidays at the 
English house. Not only 
do we get to hang out with 
friends and family from 
all over the country at the 
camp, but we take time 
to do some really cool 
activities.

So far this week, we 
went bouldering at Rock 
Town in Walker County. 
Rock Town is located on 
Pigeon Mountain, and 
it features some rather 
large rocks protruding 
from the mountain beside 
a very nice hiking trail. 
The object of bouldering 
is to scurry all over the 

rocks and see what you 
can see. Parents and 
kids alike have tons of 
fun scrambling over the 
huge rock formations. It’s 
almost like a play place 
that Yahweh designed for 
everyone.

Next, we went to 
Pettyjohn Cave. This 
year was a really cool 
experience there. You see, 
Ashley and I have gone 
way down into that cave. 
When I say way down, 
I mean we’ve traveled 
for as long as two hours 
downward. We’ve been 
through pancake squeeze, 
traversed the not-so-dry 
riverbeds and made it all 
the way to the waterfall 
on an unguided tour of 
Pettyjohn Cave.

What was so cool about 
this year was we took the 
kids. Now, we stayed in the 
top three caverns just to let 
the kids experience what the 
cave was like. But they had 
a blast. It was like Rock 

Town, but under the ground.
Yesterday, my good 

friend, Chris Wiley, put 
together a field day for us. 
Parents and kids competed 
in teams of six on obstacle 
courses, a dizzy devil race, 
a fireman’s relay and, 
finally, a scavenger hunt. 
Medals were won and great 
memories were made. It 
was awesome.

We finished the day up 
with a makeshift drive-in 
movie, also orchestrated by 
Chris. We watched cartoons, 
the first episode of Mine 
and Ashley’s reality show, 
“What’s the Deal” and the 
movie “Facing the Giants.”

While the movie was on, 
I snuggled with my family 
in 40-degree temperatures 
under sleeping bags 
and kissed Ashley after 
watching a slow-burning 
shooting star pass us in the 
field next to camp.

Ya’ll have no idea how 
bad my being needed this 
week.

You see my business 
coach Gary Harper, with 
Sharper Business Solutions, 
recently put up a post 
that read, “Are you living 
your purpose, cause and 
passion?”

And for the first time in 
a long time, my answer was 
an emphatic “No!”

I haven’t been enjoying 
life lately. I have been 
working long hours, yet not 
hitting my quarterly goals. 
When I’m at home, works 
keeps creeping in. I’ve been 
being snippy to the kids and 
not figuring out ways to 
date my wife. On top of 
that, the stress of this year 
has really taken its toll on 
my body. I’ve been heavy, 
hurty and just plain out not 
happy.

At the end of the day, all 
this stems from losing sight 
of what my “why” is.

Your “why” is the 
answer to the question, 
“Why are you doing what 
you are doing?”

So why am I investing 
in real estate? My answer is 
supposed to be so I can have 
a lifestyle that gives me the 
freedom to spend time with 
my wife and children and 
lead an amazing life.

Lately I’ve been all work 
and no play — and that’s 
caused me to lose sight 
of my “why” and what’s 
truly important. I am very 
grateful for this time spent 
at the Feast of Tabernacles 
and how it has recentered 
me.

I guess that’s why is 
says in Deuteronomy 6:24 
the reason Yahweh tells us 
to do all these commands, 
and to fear Him, is to keep 
us alive. They are for our 
good always.

Amen!
Joe and Ashley English 

buy houses and mobile 
homes in Northwest Georgia. 
For more information or to 
ask a question, go to www.
cashflowwithjoe.com or call 
Joe at 678-986-6813.

Joe & Ashley English
Owners of Focus 

Property Solutions, LLC
focuspropertysolutionsllc 

@gmail.com

Don’t Change 401(k) Mix During Market Drops

As you’re well aware, 
we’ve seen some sudden 
and sizable drops in the 
financial markets in 2019. 
While market volatility is 
nothing new, the recent 
plunges happened during a 
period of general political 

and economic unease. 
Still, it can be harmful to 
overreact to such events 
– especially if it means 
making radical changes to 
your 401(k).

And yet, many people 
do just that. During market 
downturns, investors often 
move money from their 
401(k)’s stock accounts into 
perceived safer accounts, 
such as those primarily 
containing bonds or other 
fixed-income securities. 
This move may result in 
reduced volatility on your 
401(k) statements, and if 
that’s all you want, you 
might be satisfied. But you 
do need to realize the cost 
involved – specifically, 
fixed-income investments 
will not provide the same 
rate of return that equities 

(stocks) can. So, if you 
liquidate some of your 
equity holdings, you may 
slow the growth potential 
of your 401(k), which, 
in turn, could slow your 
progress toward your 
long-term financial goals. 
Furthermore, if you get rid 
of substantial amounts of 
your equities when their 
price is down, you won’t 
be able to benefit from 
owning them when their 
value goes up again – in 
other words, you’ll be on 
the sidelines during the 
next market rally. 

Here’s the key issue: A 
401(k) or similar employer-
sponsored retirement plan 
is a long-term investment 
account, whereas moves 
made in reaction to market 
drops are designed to 

produce short-term results. 
In other words, these types 
of actions are essentially 
incompatible with the 
ultimate objective of your 
401(k).

Of course, when the 
market is volatile, you 
may want to do something 
with your 401(k), but, in 
most cases, you’re far 
better off by sticking with 
the investment mix that’s 
appropriate for your goals, 
risk tolerance and time 
horizon. However, this 
doesn’t mean you should 
never adjust your 401(k)’s 
portfolio. In fact, you 
may well want to make 
some changes under these 
circumstances:

•You’re nearing 
retirement – If you are 
nearing retirement, you may 

need to prepare your 401(k) 
for future downturns – after 
all, you don’t want to have 
to start taking withdrawals 
when your portfolio 
is down. So, if you are 
within, say, five years of 
retirement, you may need 
to shift some, but certainly 
not all, of your assets from 
growth-oriented vehicles to 
income-producing ones. 

•Your goals have 
changed – Even when 
you’re many years away 
from retirement, you 
probably have an idea of 
what that lifestyle will look 
like. Perhaps you plan to 
travel for several months 
of the year or purchase 
a vacation home in a 
different climate. These 
are expensive goals and 
may require you to invest 

somewhat aggressively 
in your 401(k). But you 
could change your mind. 
If you were to scale back 
your plans – perhaps more 
volunteering, less traveling 
– you might be able to 
afford to “step off the gas” 
a little and invest somewhat 
more conservatively in your 
401(k), though you will 
always need a reasonable 
percentage of growth-
oriented investments. 

By responding to factors 
such as these, rather than 
short-term market declines, 
you can get the most from 
your 401(k), allowing it to 
become a valuable part of 
your retirement income.

This article was written 
by Edward Jones for use by 
your local Edward Jones 
Financial Advisor.

Dewayne Bowen
Financial Advisor  
at Edward Jones
dewayne.bowen@
edwardjones.com

AD Photography specializes in all aspects 
of photography. We are members of the 

Professional Photographers of America and 
strive to give our clients the best memories 

and photographic quality.
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LAW & ORDER

The Gordon County 
Sheriff’s Office on Mon-
day, Oct. 21, arrested a 
25-year-old Ranger wom-
an on dozens of counts 
of Financial Transaction 
Card Fraud and other 
charges after an investi-
gation into missing funds 
from an elderly relative 
that began in January of 
this year.

According to the inci-
dent report, on Tuesday, 

Jan. 29, 2019, a deputy 
with the Gordon Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office was 
dispatched to 232 Pack 
Road, Ranger, in refer-
ence to a fraud report.

Upon arrival, the 
deputy met with the 
c o m p l a i n a n t / v i c t i m , 
identified as a 70-year-
old male relative of the 
suspect, Kasey Shareese 
Poteet, 25, of 232 Pack 
Road in Ranger. The 
victim told the deputy 
that someone had used 

his Regions bank card 
information and made 
purchases in the total 
amount of $852.91. The 
victim showed the dep-
uty his bank statement 
that showed the suspect 
had used the card number 
nine times at different lo-
cations, including Chick-
fil-A, two online money 
grams, McDonalds, Pizza 
Hut, Walmart, Bojangles, 
IHOP and a transaction 
using Poteet’s name. The 
relative told the deputy 

that Poteet had stolen 
from him in the past, and 
that she had access to the 
his card a week prior and 
could have possible got 
the number from his card 
at that time. The man 
told the deputy that he 
had cancelled his bank 
card and locked the bank 
account.

After an investigation 
by the Gordon County 
Sheriff’s Office, Poteet 
was arrested on Monday, 
Oct. 21 and charged with 

one count of Exploita-
tion/Intimidation of a 
Disabled Adult/Elderly 
Person; 39 counts of Fi-
nancial Transaction Card 
Fraud, one count of Fi-
nancial Transaction Card 
Theft and one count of 
Fraud-Financial Identity. 
Poteet remained in Gor-
don County Jail at press 
time.

STAFF REPORTS
GCSO arrests Ranger woman on dozens of card fraud charges

GORDON COUNTY SHERIFF”S 
OFFICE

Kasey Poteet

On Friday, Oct. 11, 
2019, at approximately 
12:34 p.m., officers with 
the Adairsville Police 
Department, Patrol Divi-
sion, received a look out 
for a black Toyota Camry 
leaving the Food Lion 

parking lot. The com-
plainant advised Bartow 
911 the white male driv-
ing the vehicle had his 
genitals exposed while 
sitting inside the vehicle 
in the parking lot. The 
complainant advised the 
vehicle left the parking 
lot in an unknown direc-

tion. After a brief inves-
tigation, the Camry was 
located at an address in 
Adairsville. Upon speak-
ing with the owner of the 
car the officer asked who 
had been driving the car. 
The owner stated that her 
boyfriend, later identi-
fied as Dakota Tucker, 

21, of Adairsville, was 
the driver. When the of-
ficer asked to speak with 
Tucker, it was determined 
he was no longer inside 
the residence. It was dis-
covered that Tucker was 
also wanted by Gordon 
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment. Once other officers 

with Adairsville Police 
Department arrived on 
the scene, they were able 
to locate Tucker in the 
immediate area. Tucker 
was placed under arrest 
for the existing warrant.

 After a follow up in-
vestigation, it was deter-
mined several aspects of 

the crime matched that of 
Tucker, and the vehicle he 
had been driving. Tucker 
was later transported to 
Bartow County Jail with-
out incident and released 
into their custody. 

Tucker is charged with 
O.C.G.A §16-6-8(c) Pub-
lic Indecency.

STAFF REPORTS

Adairsville man arrested on Public Indecency charges

in Calhoun.
 “We announced our second location opening in 

Calhoun, GA, [in early 2020],” Marilee McInnis, 
Head of Health and Wellness Communication, to 
Clark.com. “[Walmart hasn’t] announced additional 
locations. We are using these prototypes to learn 
how best to deliver the integrated care our customers 
want and need.”

Those interested can find estimated prices of 
services for cash-paying customers who don’t have 
insurance at walmarthealth.com. The prices listed 
on the website are an average price, but actual cost 
varies on a case-by-case basis.

WALMART
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has been very evident through all their 
contributions and votes. The school board has 
worked with school leaders to provide excellent 
educational opportunities for our students while also 
planning to meet future needs. It has been 20 years 
for the administration to move from Line Street, to 
Barrett Road and now to a permanent home here in 
downtown Calhoun and we welcome them to this 
location.”

Palmer also thanked the local City Council 
members and State Rep. Matt Barton for their support 
of the building endeavor, and also recognized the 
late State Rep. John Meadows.

“Mr. John Meadows was a strong supporter of 
our community and our school system,” said Palmer. 
“I’m pleased to say that on this site, there has been 
a tree planted in memory of John and in recognition 
of his contributions to our community and our 
schools.”

Calhoun Board of Education Chair Eddie Reeves then 
recognized the current school Board members, Rhoda 
Washington, Vice Chair; Tony Swink, Secretary; and 
Board members David Scoggins and Andy Baxter. He 

also recognized and introduced Chief Finance Officer Dee 
Wrisley, Chief Human Resources Officer Dr. Michelle 
Griffith and Facilities Director Tom Griffith. 

“I think you’ll see a very carefully designed facility that 
uses every square inch that we have to maximize the space 
available,” said Reeves. “You’ll also see a board room that 
will serve our students, staff and community very well. We 
thank this leadership team.”

Superintendent Dr. Michele Taylor then recognized 
the construction team that made the new central office 
possible.

“We thank our architects, Robertson Loia Roof 
Architects, who did an outstanding job replicating the 
College Street school building,” said Taylor. “We appreciate 
their contributions.

“We’d also like to thank Momon Construction, who 
built this beautiful facility brick by brick,” continued 
Taylor. “Mark (Momon) is a graduate of Calhoun High 
School and we appreciate that he takes such great pride in 
his community. We are so appreciative of (Momon’s) entire 
team for supporting our community. Momon Construction 
also helped restore the Hillhouse Rock Wall that stands 
along Wall Street as a reminder of the rich tradition 
of excellence in the Calhoun Community. W. Laurens 
Hillhouse, an alumni of Calhoun High School who went 
on to Princeton University, returned to his hometown 
after graduating and became a building contractor, a 

nursery man and contributed so much. Many of the large 
oaks along the streets in downtown Calhoun he planted. 
Never having been married, these were his children. He 
also took an active interest in City government and was 
mayor of Calhoun when the first municipal waterworks 
were built. He was mayor when Calhoun City Schools was 
established. 

At his death, it was wrote in the local paper that, ‘It 
is generally agreed that no citizen has done more for the 
advancement of Calhoun than Mr. Laurens.’ His rock walls 
are work of art all around Calhoun and we’re blessed to 
have this rock adorning our new building.”

Taylor also thanked the Walter family, who parted with 
the piece of land in downtown Calhoun that the Central 
Office sits on.

“Dr. Walter’s property now has a new look and will 
continue to serve the great people of this community for 
many, many years. We thank retired educators Lynn Walter 
and his sister Louise Baxley, who contributed so much to 
our schools.”

Momon Construction won the bid for construction of the 
Central Office, a voter-approved E-SPLOST project, last 
November, at a price of $2.615 million. Groundbreaking 
on the new Central Office was held in November 2018. 
Calhoun City Schools has managed to come in, at this 
point, thousands under the original bid.

CCS
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Gordon County E-911 held their annual Pumpkin 
Decorating Contest on Tuesday, Oct. 22.

Each year, the four shifts at 911 decorate a 
pumpkin, where the winner’s pumpkin will be 
featured at the 911 Meet & Treat, which will be 
held this year on Thursday, Oct. 31, from 6 – 8 p.m. 
The other three pumpkins will be donated to the 
three area nursing homes/retirement center, Calhoun 
Healthcare, Gordon Healthcare and Morning Pointe, 
for the residents of those facilities to enjoy.

This year’s winner was Shift 2A, the team of Rick 
O’Mahony, Andrew York, Lynn Gogan and Gary 
Dobson, who created an intricate witch’s cauldron 
display out of a pumpkin. The other three entries 
were “Memaw Mildred” by shift 1A, “Black Cat” by 
shift 1B and “ET” by shift 2B.

Gordon County E-911 is prepared for another 
spooktacular Meet & Treat, a special Halloween 
event open to the public, on Thursday, Oct. 31 from 
6 - 8 p.m.

The event is held each year at Gordon County 
E-911, located at 100 Nine One One Blvd. in 
Calhoun. This is a time for Gordon County citizens 
to bring their children and visit with the staff and 
tour the E-911 Center. Staff will also be handing out 
candy for young visitors during that time.

Gordon County E-911 holds annual Pumpkin Decorating Contest

Photos BRANDI OWCZARZ/Staff

Calhoun Police Chief Tony Pyle, 
second from left, made a $500 donation 
to the Gordon County Chamber of 
Commerce’s Drugs Don’t Work 
committee on Wednesday, Oct. 23, in 
honor of Red Ribbon week.

Red Ribbon Week is an alcohol, 
tobacco, and other drug and violence 
prevention awareness campaign 

observed annually in October 
throughout the United States.

Pictured with Pyle are, from left: 
Calhoun Police Captain Kenneth 
Carson; Gordon County Chamber 
of Commerce Drugs Don’t Work 
committee chair and Gordon County 
E-911 Director Debbie Vance; Gordon 
County Chamber President & CEO 
Kathy Johnson and Gordon County 
Chamber Board Chair Paul Worley.

CPD makes donation to 
Chamber’s Drugs Don’t 

Work committee

Community Events
Week of Oct. 20
-Acoustic Café at the Harris Arts Center on 

Thursday, Oct. 24, 2019, from 7 - 10 p.m. at the 
HAC, located at 212 South Wall Street, Calhoun. 
The Harris Arts Center is proud to announce its 
newest concert series, Acoustic Café. Inspired by 
The Bluebird Café in Nashville, Acoustic Café will 
offer patrons the opportunity to hear local talent in 
a relaxed setting. April’s Acousic Café, featuring 
Joseph Evans, Stephen Hare, Jackson Lawrence and 
Cody Landress-Gibson, was so successful that the 
Music Guild at the Harris Arts Center confirmed that 
it would be a bi-monthly occurrence featuring various 
singer/songwriters. Upcoming dates include June 27, 
August 22 and October 24. Each performance will 
begin at 7 p.m. and will have a cash bar available. 
There will be a $5 “cover charge” at the door – tickets 
will not be sold in advance. Audience members are 
encouraged to tip the entertainment if they so desire. 
For more information, please contact the Harris Arts 
Center at 706-629-2599.

-The annual House of Addictions, a haunted 
house-like attraction that illustrates the very real, 
very scary consequences of alcohol and other drugs, 
will be held over two weekends this year: Oct. 25 
& 26 and Nov. 1-2, from 7-10 p.m. each night at the 
Northwest Georgia Regional Fairgrounds. The event 
offers a look into the world of drug culture and how 
it can often lead to a number of serious consequences. 
Check out the House of Addictions website at www.
houseofaddictions.org for more information or to buy 
tickets.

-The Anne Jones Memorial Preschool of First 
Baptist Calhoun will host a drive-thru chili 
fundraiser Friday, Oct. 25, at the church at 411 
College Street from 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Each 
meal is $7 and will include 16-ounce bowl of chili 
with crackers, dessert, utensils and napkin. Preschool 
will deliver corporate orders of more than 10 meals 
on Thursday, Oct. 24, from 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., but 
corporate orders must be in before Monday, Oct. 21. 
To place individual or corporate orders, call 706-625-
1133 or 706-629-7714. Individual orders can also be 
made at the drive-thru. For more info/ corporate order 
forms: www.calhounfbc.org.

-Phil Vassar in concert at the GEM Theatre 
on Saturday, Oct. 26, 2019, from 7:30 - 10 p.m. 
The GEM Theatre is located at 114 North Wall 
Street in downtown Calhoun. Phil Vassar’s reign 
of signature songs include 10 No. 1 singles and 26 
Top 40 hits, including Carlene, Just Another Day in 
Paradise, Six-Pack Summer, When I Love You, and 
many more. Vassar was racking up hits on the radio 
long before he even began his own recording career 
that has seen the release of six albums, two ASCAP 
Songwriter of the Year trophies, ACM’s Top New 
Male Vocalist and sold-out shows across the country. 
Vassar’s songwriting career blossomed in the mid-
’90s when he landed a publishing contract with EMI 
and penned hits for Collin Raye (Little Red Rodeo), 

Alan Jackson (Right on the Money), Tim McGraw 
(For a Little While), Jo Dee Messina (Bye Bye, 
Alright), and Blackhawk (Postmarked Birmingham). 
He continues to churn out incisive, soulful lyrics and 
infectious melodies that capture the heart and soul. 
Tickets $35 - $50.

Week of Oct. 27
-The annual House of Addictions, a haunted 

house-like attraction that illustrates the very real, 
very scary consequences of alcohol and other drugs, 
will be held over two weekends this year: Oct. 25 
& 26 and Nov. 1-2, from 7-10 p.m. each night at the 
Northwest Georgia Regional Fairgrounds. The event 
offers a look into the world of drug culture and how 
it can often lead to a number of serious consequences. 
Check out the House of Addictions website at www.
houseofaddictions.org for more information or to buy 
tickets.

-College Street Church of God is holding 
Pumpkins in the Park on Thursday, Oct. 31, from 
5 – 7:30 p.m. at the Black and Yellow Playground 
at the Calhoun Rec on McDaniel Station Road. 
Everyone is invited to the FREE event, where there 
will be candy, games and fun for everyone. The event 
is sponsored by the Cross Connection Outreach of 
College Street Church of God.

-Gordon County E-911 invites the public to join 
them for their annual Meet & Treat on Thursday, 
Oct. 31, from 6 - 8 p.m. at the Gordon County 
E-911 Center, located at 100 Nine One One Blvd. 
near AdventHealth Gordon Hospital.

-Celebrating our community’s heritage, New 
Echota Heritage Day, a day to learn about the 
history of the New Echota Cherokee Nation’s 
capital, will be held on Saturday, Nov. 2, from 
10 a.m. – 4 p.m. Friends of New Echota will be 
hosting the annual event, always held during Native 
American Indian Heritage Month. The public is 
invited to experience the sights, sounds and smells of 
the 19th century way of life of the Cherokee at New 
Echota State Historic Site, located at 1211 Chatsworth 
Highway in Calhoun. There will be story telling, 
demonstrations of Cherokee Phoenix newspaper 
printing, pottery making, basket weaving, music and 
many more artisans and presenters. Admission is 
$5.50 - $7, which includes admission to the museum 
and theatre.

Week of Nov. 3
-FIRST THURSDAY BOOK CLUB will meet on 

Thursday, Nov. 7, at Shoney’s on Red Bud Road at 
7:00 p.m.  We will discuss The Blue Thread by Anne 
Tyler. Her 20th novel, wears its domesticity proudly 
on its sleeve (or make that jacket). Once again, 
her focus is on the relationships between various 
members of a Baltimore family — spouses, parents 
and children, siblings and in-laws — as they evolve 
over the long haul. ALL ARE WELCOME!  Arrive 
a little earlier to enjoy dinner! For more information 

contact Roberta Charbonneau at 678-773-5655.

Week of Nov. 10
-Georgette Jones--Country Royalty at the GEM 

Theatre on Saturday, Nov. 16, 2019, from 8 - 10 
p.m. The GEM is located at 114 North Wall Street 
in downtown Calhoun. Georgette has recorded three 
CDs with Heart of Texas Records: “A Slightly Used 
Woman”, “Strong Enough to Cry” and a special tribute 
CD in honor of her Mom, “Till I Can Make it on my 
Own”. She also recorded three CDs with Lennon 
records: “When Tractors Fly”, “This is Christmas” 
and “I Believe”. The only daughter of Country 
music legends George Jones and Tammy Wynette, 
Georgette was most recently honored to record a 
duet with Sammy Kershaw on his new CD in tribute 
to her dad. They chose “Near You,” which is one of 
Georgette’s favorite duets by her parents. Tickets 
range from $30 - $40 and can be purchased online at 
calhoungemtheatre.org.

Week of Dec.1
-FIRST THURSDAY BOOK CLUB will meet 

on Thursday, December 5, at Shoney’s on Red 
Bud Road at 7:00 p.m.  We will discuss The 
Last Romantics by Sara Conklin. “A triumph of 
storytelling, an ambitious examination of the failures 
of love and how we, against all odds, find a way to 
survive.... A complex, resonant work that will reshape 
your understanding of family,” stated Kevin Wilson, 
author of The Family Fang. ALL ARE WELCOME!  
Arrive a little earlier to enjoy dinner! For more 
information contact Roberta Charbonneau at 678-
773-5655.

Notices
-TALLATOONA BEGINS LIHEAP HEATING 

ASSISTANCE. Nov. 1 is the date Tallatoona will 
begin accepting appointments for the heating 
assistance program. Schedule an appointment online 
at www.tallatoonacap.org and click on Book Now, or 
by calling 770-773-7730. The following documents 
will be needed for appointments: driver’s license 
or state issued photo ID; original social security 
cards for everyone living in household; proof of 
citizenship or immigration status such as driver’s 
license, US military ID, US passport, state issued 
photo I, US permanent resident card, alien registration 
card, employment authorization document, certificate 
of citizenship; most current heating bill within the 
past 30 days; if your home is heated with natural gas, 
kerosene, propane or wood you MUST bring both 
your heating bill and electric bill to the appointment; 
proof of income for the last 30 days for everyone 18 
years or older living in the home including alimony, 
child support, disability, pension, rental income, 
retirement, social security, unemployment, wages 
from work, wages from self employment and workers 
compensation.

Brandi Owczarz-Farrer
gordongazettega@gmail.com
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The Calhoun Area Writers (CAW) 
and Rome Area Writers (RAW) are 
proud to present a special comedy 
event on Friday, Nov. 1, at Rock 
Bridge Community Church, 905 Curtis 
Parkway, in Calhoun, Ga. 

To be held at 6 p.m., the stand-up 
show is called “Night of a Thousand 
Laughs” and will feature Calhoun’s 
own Joni Harbin and local entertainer 
Connie-Hall Scott. Prior to the 
comedians, CAW and RAW will offer a 
dinner catered by Thatcher’s Barbecue 
& Grill that includes chicken, pork, 
baked beans, loaded potato salad, and 
banana pudding. 

“We’re so excited to be hosting 
these two hilarious ladies,” said Karli 
Land, founder and president of CAW. 
“Their acts are family-friendly and are 
a great way for us to host a fun event 
for the public.”

Although part of the 2019 Northwest 
Georgia Writers Conference, the Friday 
comedy review is open to the public 
and attendance is separate from the 
conference itself. Tickets to Friday’s 
event are $35 and available online at 
nwgawriterscon.com. Tickets must be 
bought ahead of time, as they will not 
be sold at the door. 

For more information, visit www.
nwgawriterscon.com or contact Land 
at 423-322-0504.
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Local writing groups to host event filled with fun 
and laughter on Friday, Nov. 1 at Rock Bridge.

Students were honored at the 4th 
annual REACH Georgia Scholars 
signing ceremony for Gordon County 
Schools on Oct. 21 at the Gordon 
County College and Career Academy.

REACH Georgia is a mentoring 
and scholarship program providing 
promising students the support to 
graduate from high school and achieve 
postsecondary success. REACH 
scholars will be paired with a mentor 
who models positive behavior and 
provides the student with knowledge, 
advice, guidance and support related 
to education and beyond. Academic 
Coaches will help ensure scholars 
are on track to succeed through 
monitoring student progress, helping 
students develop education and career 
plans, and identifying academic and 
social supports. REACH Scholars 
who complete the requirements of the 

contract will be awarded a financial 
scholarship upon graduating from high 
school.

The 2019 REACH Scholars are
Ja’Sarah L. Gray---RBMS
Katalynn S. Rexroad---RBMS
Anthony F. Flores---RBMS
Thomas F. Young---RBMS
Perry L. Gammon III---AMS
Ryan J. Tomer---AMS
Pictured (Front L-R): Scholar 

Anthony F. Flores; Scholar Katalynn 
S. Rexroad, Scholar Thomas F. 
Young, Scholar Ja’Sarah L. Gray, 
Superintendent Dr. Kimberly Fraker, 
Matt Barton State Representative , 
Scholar Perry L. Gammon III and 
Scholar Ryan J. Tomer (Back L-R) 
Counselor David Weaver, Principal 
Amy Stewart, Graduation Coach Judy 
Craig, Student Services Director 
Mike Evelti, Graduation Coach Jamey 
Angland, Counselor Anna Stutts, and 
Principal Scott McClanahan.

GCS honors REACH Scholars
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GordonCounty Extension Coordinator is holding a Lunch & Learn at 
the Calhoun-Gordon County Library, located at 100 North Park Avenue in 
downtown Calhoun, on Wednesday, Oct. 30, from 12-1 p.m. Bring your lunch 
and listen to a presentation on Winter Protection of Ornamentals. There is no 
fee to attend this class.

Lunch & Learn to be held 
at library on Oct. 30

 The Gordon County Extension Office, located in the Ag Center at 1282 
Highway 53 Spur SW, Suite 200, is accepting new and gently used coats to 
donate to people in need in our community. You can drop off coats now - Dec. 
20, Monday - Friday, from 8 a.m. - 12 p.m. and 1 p.m. - 5 p.m. For more 
information, call 706-629-8625 or email Bryson Smith at brysonsmith@aol.
com or Greg Bowman at gbowman@uga.edu.

Gordon County Extension 
Office begins Coat Drive

NIGHT OF A 
THOUSAND LAUGHS 

OFFERED IN 
NOVEMBER

The Gordon County Chamber of 
Commerce held its annual planning 
meeting on Thursday, October 17 as 
current and incoming members of 
the Board of Directors and the staff 
convened to refine its program of 
work for the coming year, identify 
areas of opportunity, evaluate existing 
programs and events, and consider 
new projects. The event was hosted 
by AdventHealth Gordon and was 
facilitated by Daniel Jackson, President 
& CEO of the Carroll County Chamber 
of Commerce.  

“We are fortunate to have some 
tremendously talented and experienced 
professionals on our Board of 
Directors,” said Kathy Johnson, 
President & CEO of the Gordon 
County Chamber of Commerce. “The 

meeting was very successful, thanks 
to the efforts of Nichol Linn, the 
Chamber’s Director of Finance and 
Administration. We emerged with 
excellent plans for good work. We are 
grateful to Daniel Jackson for leading 
the event.”

The meeting was attended by 
Wesley Alexander, Starr-Mathews 
Insurance; Steve Bayzid, Taco House; 
Scope Denmon, Boys & Girls Club of 
Gordon, Murray & Whitfield Counties; 
Jim Dodd, Dodd Machine & Tool, 
Inc.; Jennifer Dudley, Harris Arts 
Center, Tracy Farriba, AdventHealth 
Gordon; Will Harrison, Mannington 
Mills; Dr. Brandi Hayes, Calhoun City 
Schools; Jeremy Kirby, Meadowdale 
Baptist Church; Adrian Lyles; Lyles 
Wealth Management; Jarod Powell, 
Gordon County Sheriff ’s Office; 
Brent Reynders, M&S Logistics; Jim 

Rosencrance, 2018 Chairman of the 
Board; Chris Tarpley, Shaw Industries 
Group; Julie Walraven, First Bank 
of Calhoun; and Paul Worley, City 
of Calhoun.  Several board members 
were unable to attend: Dr. Kimberly 
Fraker, Gordon County Schools; Karen 
Jones, LG Hausys America; Robert 
Mathews, Starr-Mathews Insurance; 
Linda McEntire, Mohawk Industries, 
and Debbie Vance, Gordon County 
E-911.  

Alexander, Denmon, Dodd, Jones, 
Kirby, and Fraker were affirmed as new 
board members by Chamber procedure 
in September. They will be installed at 
the Chamber’s January 2020 Annual 
Meeting, along with Julie Walraven 
as 2020 Chair, Tracy Farriba as Vice-
Chair and Chris Tarpley as Secretary-
Treasurer. Lyles, Powell, McEntire 
and Rosencrance will complete their 

terms of service at the end of the year.  
“With my year as Chairman of the 

Board coming to a close, I am proud of 
the work we have accomplished,” said 
Paul Worley, Assistant Administrator 
for the City of Calhoun. “Thanks 
to Kathy Johnson and her staff, the 
Chamber has been able to maintain 
and improve some excellent programs, 
introduce new events, and maintain 
a presence in the community through 
frequent newspaper articles and a 
strong presence in social media. I 
know that Julie Walraven will be a 
strong and effective Board Chair next 
year and look forward to seeing the 
excellent work she does for Calhoun-
Gordon County.” 

The mission of the Gordon County 
Chamber of Commerce is to connect 
members and the community to 
promote economic growth. 

GORDON COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
HOLDS ANNUAL RETREAT

CONTRIBUTED
BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND STAFF MEET TO PLAN FOR 2020 AND FORWARD
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It’s another full Friday of prep 
football with all three local teams 
taking the field for important 
region showdowns.

Calhoun and Sonoraville are 
back on their home fields for 
Region 6-AAA matchups, which 
they both need to win in order to 
hang on to their respective spots 
in the playoff pecking order in the 
region while Gordon Central can 
take a big step in making their 
playoff hopes a little more real as 
they head on the road for a crucial 
7-AA contest.

Coming off two straight 
dominant wins, the Warriors are 
right in the thick of the playoff 
hunt as they visit Model for what 
could essentially be a playoff 
elimination game. Both teams 
have shown improvement this 
year and know the importance of 
this 7-AA affair.

Below is all the info you need 
to know to get you ready for the 
important matchup:

Time: 7:30 p.m.

Records: Gordon Central 2-5 

(2-2 in 7-AA); Model 3-4 (3-1 in 
7-AA)

Last Week: Gordon Central 
defeated Armuchee 41-7; Model 
defeated Chattooga 12-6

All-Time Series: Gordon 
Central leads 8-5

Last Meeting: Gordon Central 
won 36-26 in 2018

Gordon Central Key Players: 
Issac Dye (DB/WR, Sr.), David 
Lindsay (DB/RB, Jr.), Jordan 
Boone (RB/LB, Jr.)

Model Key Players: Jabari 
Burge (QB/DB, Sr.), AJ Woods 
(RB/LB, Sr.), Drew Tanner (LB/
RB, Sr.)

Analysis: The Warriors and 
first-year head coach TJ Hamilton 
listed clinching a playoff berth to 
get Gordon Central back in the 
postseason for the first time since 
2012 as one of their preseason goals. 
They can’t fully clinch that  goal 
with a win on Friday night, but 
they can take a big step forward 
in making it a reality nonetheless. 
Gordon Central is playing their 

best football of the season, coming 
off two straight dominant victories 
against Dade County and Armuchee, 
but they will visit a Model team that 
is playing very well itself, including 
a huge home win over Chattooga 
last Friday night. Gordon Central’s 
defense has been extremely 
opportunistic the last few weeks, 
including forcing seven turnovers 
against Armuchee last Friday night, 
and they will need to have that same 
mentality this week as the Devils 
will look to lean on their running 
game to put long drives together 
and shorten the game. Model 
quarterback Jabari Burge is a big-
time athlete that can break long plays 
with his legs at any time and has 
also shown steady progression as a 
passer in 2019. Containing him will 
be priority No. 1 for the Warriors’ 
defense on Friday. Gordon Central’s 
defensive line play will also be huge 
as they need to get penetration in 
the backfield to disrupt the timing 
of Model’s rushing attack. That’s 
something they have had success 
doing over the past few weeks, and 
it needs to continue in order to help 
the Warriors succeed on the road 
on Friday. GC’s offense has also 
been impressive in the last two wins 
with Nelson Gravitt, Jordan Boone 

and others posing a big threat on 
the ground and Gravitt excelling 
as a passer to open the offense 
up as well. The senior threw four 
TD passes in last week’s win over 
Armuchee. Getting an early lead 
and grabbing momentum would be 
huge in such a crucial game like this 

so that will be the goal on Friday 
night in Shannon. This game is one 
of the best matchups in the area 
on Friday, and the action shouldn’t 
disappoint.

GG Prediction: Gordon 
Central wins, 20-18

Alex Farrer, Sports Editor
gordongazettega@gmail.com

GAZETTE SPORTS
Weekly Prep Football Preview

It’s another full Friday 
of prep football with all 
three local teams taking the 
field for important region 
showdowns.

Sonoraville and Calhoun 
are back on their home fields 
for Region 6-AAA matchups, 
which they both need to 
win in order to hang on to 
their respective spots in the 
playoff pecking order in the 
region while Gordon Central 
can take a big step in making 
their playoff hopes a little 
more real as they head on 
the road for a crucial 7-AA 
contest.

The Phoenix will look 
to continue their momentum 
after a big road win at 
Adairsville last Friday when 
LFO visits the Furnace this 
week. The Warriors are 
looking to jump back into the 
playoff mix while Sonoraville 
is hoping to solidify their 
claim on the No. 4 spot in 
6-AAA.

Below is all the info you 
need to know to get you ready 
for the important matchup:

Time: 7:30 p.m.

Records: Sonoraville 4-3 

(3-2 in 6-AAA); LFO 3-4 
(3-2 in 6-AAA)

Last Week: Sonoraville 
defeated Adairsville 28-7; 
LFO defeated Coahulla 
Creek 29-10

All-Time Series: 
Sonoraville leads 6-3

Last Meeting: LFO won 

33-14 in 2018

Sonoraville Key Players: 
Case Collins (LB/RB, Sr.), 
Davin Buckner (OL/DL, Sr.), 
Colton Richards (LB/RB, Sr.)

LFO Key Players: 
Jevonnie Womble (RB/DB, 
Jr.), Malachi Powell (QB/LB, 
Jr.), Todd Thornburg (LB/
RB, Sr.)

Sonoraville Coach 
Quote: “The LFO game is 
huge because it has a lot 
riding on it as far as the 
playoff picture. What we 
must do is take care of the 
football and try to create 
a few turnovers. LFO is 
a run-oriented football 
team so that usually means 
your possessions will be 
limited somewhat so we 
must capitalize off each 
one we get. Last Friday 
against Adairsville was the 
closest we have come to 
putting all three phases of 
the football game together. 
Don’t get me wrong, we 
still had a lot to clean up 
at practice this week, but 
overall we are headed in 
the right direction as a 
football team and look to 
continue that this Friday. 
There is a good chance that 
there may be a little rain, 
but these are the games 
you remember as a player 
and a fan, when you played 
or watched your team in 
the rain. So we need our 
rowdy fans to show up and 
show out.  This will be 
the last game these seniors 
play in The Furnace and we 
need to make it special.” 
–Sonoraville head coach 
Denver Pate

Analysis: The Phoenix 
went on the road and earned 
a clutch win at Adairsville 
last Friday, but all that does 
is make the next game even 
bigger. Sonoraville is back at 
home to host LFO in another 
potential playoff-elimination 
game. The Warriors, like the 
Phoenix, are eyeing that final 
playoff spot from 6-AAA so 
this game will be a matchup 
of two hungry, motivated 
and focused teams. It will 
also come with a little extra 
motivation for large and 
talented senior class for 
Sonoraville as it will be 
Senior Night and the final 
home game they play at The 
Furnace. That emotion is 
definitely something those 
seniors will carry into the 
game as they will not want 
to leave anything in the tank 
when they step off the field 
on Friday night and make 
sure they do everything 
possible to walk off it 
with a win. LFO brings a 
strong running game to the 
table led by leading rusher 
Jevonnie Womble, who can 
make big plays if he sees 
any open space. Containing 
him and winning at the line 
of scrimmage on defense 
will be top priorities for 
the Phoenix. Sonoraville’s 

offense showed balance once 
again last Friday night in the 
win at Adairsville with Blade 
Bryant taking on the starring 
role as a running back and 
receiver. The senior will 
likely see a lot of touches 
again this Friday as he has 
emerged as Sonoraville’s 
top rusher to go along with 
quarterback Brady Lackey 
and running back Colton 
Richards. LFO’s defense has 
given up 20-plus points in 
each of their last three region 
games so their defense has 
been somewhat susceptible to 
big plays. Lastly, Sonoraville 
will have a bit of revenge on 
their mind after dropping a 
game at LFO last season that 
got away from them and put 
their playoff hopes on life 
support. The Phoenix can 
return the favor this week as 
a loss by LFO makes it very 
unlikely they would be able 
to work themselves back into 
the playoff race. It should 
be a hard-fought game in 
front of a large crowd at 
The Furnace with the home 
team making big plays in 
the second half to send the 
Warriors back up I-75 with a 
tough loss. 

GG Prediction: 
Sonoraville wins, 31-20

Phoenix host Warriors in game with huge playoff stakes
Alex Farrer, Sports Editor
gordongazettega@gmail.com

File Photo by LARRY GREESON

Sonoraville’s Loren Hiles looks for running room on a 
carry during an earlier game this season.

LFO at Sonoraville:

Warriors visit Model with winner taking big step toward postseason

Photo by FRANK CROWE

Gordon Central’s Nelson Gravitt (1) looks to break away from 
several potential tacklers during last Friday’s game vs. Armuchee.

Gordon Central at Model:

Calhoun Softball opens play in the Class AAA Elite Eight in Columbus on Thursday. To see the team’s potential road to a state title, see the full bracket on page 3C.

Prep Volleyball

The Calhoun Lady 
Jackets have gotten used 
to having success in the 
postseason over the past 
couple years, and they 
looked like a team that 
had a good bit of playoff 
experience on Saturday as 
they swept the first two 
rounds of the Class AAA 
State Tournament on their 
home court to advance to 
the Elite Eight once again.

The Lady Jackets (45-
4) hosted Lumpkin County 
and Islands for their 
first and second-round 
matchups on Saturday 
and looked as locked in 
and focused as they have 
all season in three-set 
victories over both visiting 
squads to clinch their third 
straight berth in the Class 
AAA Elite Eight.

“There’s an old saying 

that says perfection is not 
possible, but if you work 
hard enough for it you can 
achieve excellence…that’s 

what these girls have done 
this year,” said Calhoun 
coach Randy Rice. “They 
have worked extremely 

hard and have been 
motivated all year to make 
this season special. They 
love being in the gym 

working. I really can’t 
say anything bad about 
this group. I had high 
expectations coming into 
the season, and they have 
even exceeded those.”

Calhoun will now 
advance to the next round 
where they will visit 
Westminster on Saturday 
at 1:30 p.m. Both teams 
are No. 1 seeds out of 
their respective Area, but 
the Wildcats were the 
beneficiary of the GHSA’s 
Universal Coin Toss that 
awarded them home court 
for the upcoming matchup.

On Saturday, the Lady 
Jackets first squared off 
against Lumpkin County 
in a first-round matchup, 
which was a rematch of an 
earlier contest this season 
that Calhoun won in hard-
fought fashion. The Lady 
Jackets had no plans of 
allowing the visiting Lady 

Indians to hang around 
as they quickly grabbed 
momentum with a 25-10 
first-set win and then 
rode that to 25-16, 25-15 
clinching wins in the final 
two sets (best-of-five) to 
advance to the second 
round.

“Lumpkin County is 
a pretty good team that 
we have already seen this 
year and actually lost a set 
to, but our girls came out 
today and took it to them,” 
said Rice.

“We knew we had 
to come out strong 
today (against Lumpkin 
County), and we’ve been 
working hard all week 
at practice to be ready,” 
added Calhoun’s Anna 
George, one of the Lady 
Jackets’ two seniors. 

Calhoun sweeps first two rounds, clinch third straight EE trip

Photo by TIM GODBEE

The Calhoun Volleyball team poses for a picture after defeating Lumpkin County 
and Islands on Saturday to advance to the Class AAA Elite Eight.

See SWEEPS,  
page 2C

From staff reports

“We knew we had to 
play our best match against 
Lumpkin County, and we 
really showed out in that 
one.”

Calhoun quickly turned 
their attention to Islands 
for their second-round 
matchup following the 
Lady Sharks’ victory over 
Southeast Bulloch in the 
first match of the day. The 
Lady Jackets once again 
left no doubt, earning a 
convincing victory in three 
sets 25-9, 25-14, 25-14 to 
complete the two-match 
sweep and move on to the 
Elite Eight.

“It was so exciting to 
win our area again, and now 
to go to the Elite Eight again 

for the third straight time 
is incredible,” said George. 
“We do not want it to end. 
This team has worked so 
hard all year, and we put our 
heart on the line each time 
we go out on the court.”

George had a big day 
statistically to lead the Lady 
Jackets with 23 kills, nine 
aces, three blocks and one 
dig. Nena Marcus was also 
a key in the two victories 
with 21 kills, three aces, 
two digs and one block, and 
Anna Hoblitzell added 59 
assists, five kills, three aces 
and three digs.

Also contributing in the 
stat column were Ashlyn 
Brzozoski with five aces 
and four digs, Calli Edens 
with four digs and three 
aces, Mackenzie Banta 
with seven kills and five 
aces, Reilly Fain with 10 

kills, six blocks and four 
aces, Abi Locklear with 
three aces, two kills and 
two blocks, Jenna Santori 
with four digs and one ace, 
Cate Momon with two aces 
and Dora Moore with one 
block. Momon and Moore 
each got solid playing time 
after spending the regular 
season on JV, and Rice 
was impressed with theirs 
and others contributions on 
Saturday.

“It was great to get 
several of those girls in the 
match, and they came in 
and played well,” said Rice. 
“They were a spark for us. 
Cate had some nice serves, 
and Dora played well at the 
net.”

With the first two rounds 
out of the way, Calhoun 
will look to break through 
into uncharted territory on 

Saturday as they aim to 
advance past the Elite Eight 
for the first time. They have 
come up short each of the 
last two seasons, but Rice 
and George both said this 
team could be the one to get 
over that hurdle.

“As talented and hard-
working as this group is, this 
could be the one that does 
it,” said Rice. “They have 
that opportunity because of 
how hard they’ve worked. 
They have exceeded 
expectations all year, and 
we hopefully can do that 
again against Westminster.”

“This would be the year 
I think we can do it,” said 
George. “We’ve got a great 
team and always believe 
that if we play our best, we 
can beat anybody. We want 
to keep this season going as 
long as we can.”

To stay up to date on the latest local sports news, score updates and info, 
follow Sports Editor Alex Farrer on Twitter @AFarrer_GG. 

Calhoun opens play in Elite Eight on Thursday

TA L L A H A S S E E , 
Fla. — Playing in the 
ITA Southeast Regional 
singles championship 
match for the second year 
in a row, University of 
Florida women’s tennis 
junior and former Calhoun 
High standout McCartney 
Kessler broke through for a 
6-2, 6-2 win over Georgia’s 
Lea Ma to claim the title 
Monday at the Scott 
Speicher Memorial Tennis 
Center on the campus of 
Florida State.

Winning her sixth-
straight match, No. 23 
Kessler defeated the highly-
touted Georgia newcomer, 
Ma, in straight sets. After 
cruising to a 6-2 win in 

the opening set, Kessler 
dropped the first game of 
the second, but won five 
of the next six to knock off 
Ma who was ranked No. 5 
on the ITA’s Division I Top 
Freshmen/Newcomers list 
back in September.

Over the four-day 
tournament, Kessler didn’t 
drop a single set as she 
continues to build on what 
has been a successful fall 
campaign. After starting 
off the season strong 
with a deep run at the 
W15 Lubbock back in 
September, Kessler has 
now registered a team-best 
16 wins and a regional 
title.

Prep Softball College Tennis

Photo by JON ROBICHAUD / Florida Athletics

Florida’s McCartney Kessler celebrates after winning a 
point in a match at the ITA Southeast Regional.

Florida’s Kessler wins 
ITA Southeast title

From Florida reports

See KESSLER,  
page 3C

It’s another full Friday of prep 
football with all three local teams 
taking the field for important 
region showdowns.

Calhoun and Sonoraville are 
back on their home fields for 
Region 6-AAA matchups, which 
they both need to win in order to 
hang on to their respective spots 
in the playoff pecking order in 
the region while Gordon Central 
can take a big step in making their 
playoff hopes a little more real as 
they head on the road for a crucial 
7-AA contest.

The Jackets look to keep alive 
their quest for a top-two seed in 
6-AAA as they host Coahulla 
Creek for Senior Night at The 
Reeve for Calhoun’s final home 
game of the regular season.

Below is all the info you need 
to know to get you ready for the 
important matchup:

Time: 7:30 p.m.

Records: Calhoun 6-1 (4-1 in 
6-AAA); Coahulla Creek 1-6 (0-5 
in 6-AAA)

Last Week: Calhoun defeated 
Murray County 35-0; Coahulla 
Creek lost to LFO 29-10

All-Time Series: Calhoun 
leads 5-0

Last Meeting: Calhoun won 
56-13 in 2018

Calhoun Key Players: Jerrian 
Hames (RB/DB, Jr.), Carson 
Griffin (DL/TE, Jr.), Grant Gilmer 
(DB/WR, Sr.)

Coahulla Creek Key Players: 
Austin Hernandez (RB/LB, Sr.), 
Hunter Lanier (LB, Sr.), Will 
Zerbe (LB/RB, Sr.)

Calhoun Coach Quote: 
“Friday was our most complete 
game of the year. Offense, defense 
and special teams all played great. 
This Friday is Senior Night so it’s 

going to be a special night for this 
group and their families. I’m so 
proud of this year’s seniors and 
thankful for the work they have 
put into their careers. Coahulla 
Creek is a well-coached team. 
Coach (Caleb) Bagley is doing an 
awesome job up there, and I know 
he will have his team ready to 
play. Our goal this week is to come 
out and play a mistake-free game 
and clean up some of the things 
that have been hampering us in 
previous games.” –Calhoun head 
coach Clay Stephenson

Analysis: The Jackets 
continue to hold serve in Region 
6-AAA as winners of three straight 
following their lone blemish on 
the season against North Murray. 
Calhoun has done all they could 
do since that loss, which is control 
what they can control and win the 
games on their schedule. They are 
still hoping for the Mountaineers 
to slip up somewhere along the 
way to give the Jackets a chance 
to get back in the region title 
race, but even if they don’t, the 
Jackets have the inside track on 
securing a home game in the 
first round of the Class AAA 
State Playoffs with the No. 2 
seed. Calhoun will have a big one 
next Friday when they travel to 
Haralson County, but they can’t 

get ahead of themselves with 
Coahulla Creek visiting the Reeve 
this Friday night. The Colts have 
shown improvement this season 
despite what their record says 
as they have been competitive 
in multiple region games before 
it got away from them in the 
second half. Coahulla Creek has 
a lot of upper classmen playing 
with a ton of experience so that 
group would very much enjoy 
putting a signature win against 
a historic program like Calhoun 
in their list of accomplishments. 
But the Jackets have no plans 
on allowing an upset this week 
as it is also a special night for 
the Calhoun upper classmen, 
celebrating Senior Night. This 
group of Jackets seniors have 
been a part of a lot of wins over 
the last four seasons, and they 
will have a lot motivation to 
keep that going on Friday in their 
last regular-season home game. 
Calhoun is locked in as they head 
down the stretch and looking 
to continue to build momentum 
before starting the playoffs. That 
continues this week as they take 
care of business with a dominant 
win over Coahulla Creek at The 
Reeve.

GG Prediction: Calhoun wins, 
45-7

Jackets aiming for impressive Senior Night performance
Alex Farrer, Sports Editor
gordongazettega@gmail.com

Coahulla Creek at Calhoun:

File photo by ADAM DORTCH

Calhoun’s Jerrian Hames (left) prepares to take the handoff from 
QB Jake Morrow during a game earlier this season.

SWEEPS
From page 1C

Photo by TIM GODBEE

Calhoun’s Anna George (6) sends the ball over the net 
as teammate Anna Hoblitzell (2) looks on during the 
Lady Jackets’ match against Lumpkin County.

Weekly Prep Football Preview
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Upcoming Prep Schedule
THURSDAY, OCT. 24

SOFTBALL
6 p.m. — Calhoun vs. Lovett (Class AAA Elite 
Eight, Columbus)

FRIDAY, OCT. 25
FOOTBALL
7:30 p.m. — Coahulla Creek at Calhoun
7:30 p.m. — LFO at Sonoraville
7:30 p.m. — Gordon Central at Model
SOFTBALL
TBA — Calhoun vs. TBA (Class AAA Elite 

Eight, Columbus)

SATURDAY, OCT. 26
SOFTBALL
TBA — Calhoun vs. TBA (Class AAA Elite 
Eight, Columbus)

Several former players 
from Calhoun, Gordon 
Central and Sonoraville 
have moved on to the 
next level and are making 
an impact on the college 
gridiron for their teams.

Here are the players 
from the area that appeared 
in the box score last week 
during their respective 
teams’ games:

KAELAN RILEY, 
Calhoun, Mercer

Riley, a redshirt-junior 
quarterback, came into the 
game after an injury to the 
starter Robert Riddle and 
helped lead the Bears to 
a 34-27 home win over 
Virginia Military Institute 
on Saturday. Riley threw 
for 127 yards on 9-of-
15 passing with one 
touchdown in the victory 
while also having three 
rushing attempts.

JACK DeFOOR, 
Calhoun, Georgia Tech

DeFoor, a redshirt-
junior offensive lineman, 

started at left guard for 
the Jackets in their 28-21 
overtime win at Miami on 
Saturday and along with 
the rest of the OL helped 
pave the way for 207 
rushing yards.

DREW McENTYRE, 
Calhoun, The Citadel
McEntyre, a senior 

offensive lineman, started 
at right guard in the 
Bulldogs’ 27-10 upset win 
at Furman on Saturday and 
helped the team rack up 
360 rushing yards in the 
process.

BRENT SILVAR, 
Gordon Central, Shorter

Silvar, a sophomore, 
started at linebacker and 
had three solo and three 
assisted tackles for a total 
of six, including one tackle-
for-loss in the Hawks’ 
7-0 home loss to North 
Greenville on Saturday.

JIREH WILSON, 
Calhoun, Wofford
Wilson, a senior, started 

at linebacker and had 
one pass breakup in the 
Terriers’ 59-7 home win 
over Western Carolina on 

Saturday.

DAVIS ALLEN, 
Calhoun, Clemson
Allen, a freshman tight 

end, had one catch for 10 
yards in the Tigers’ 45-10 
road win in ACC play on 
Saturday.

GAVIN GRAY, 
Calhoun, Berry

The freshman 
quarterback Gray had 
156 yards passing on 
8-of-19 throws with 
two interceptions in the 
Vikings’ 28-15 loss at 

Birmingham-Southern on 
Saturday. He also had three 
rushing attempts.

ZEKE NANCE, 
Calhoun, Lenoir-Rhyne

Nance, a redshirt-
freshman defensive 
lineman, had a fumble 
recovery in the Bears’ 36-23 
home win over Carson-
Newman on Saturday.

THOMAS LESTER, 
Calhoun, West Georgia

Lester, a senior, started 
at receiver and had three 
catches for 13 yards in the 
Wolves 30-2 home loss to 
West Florida on Saturday.

BAYLON SPECTOR, 
Calhoun, Clemson
The redshirt-

sophomore linebacker 
Spector participated but 
didn’t record any stats in 
Clemson’s 45-10 ACC 
road win at Louisville on 
Saturday.

TRIPP HOBLITZELL, 
Calhoun, 

Birmingham-Southern
Hoblitzell, a freshman 

linebacker, participated 
but didn’t record any stats 
in the Panthers’ 28-15 
home win over previously-
undefeated Berry on 
Saturday.

LANDON RICE, 
Calhoun, 

Jacksonville State
Rice, a redshirt-junior 

tight end, participated but 
didn’t record any stats in 
the Gamecocks’ 24-21 
home loss to Southeast 
Missouri on Saturday.

RYAN RANDALL, 
Calhoun, 

Carson-Newman
Randall, a junior wide 

receiver, participated but 
didn’t record any stats in 
the Eagles’ 36-23 loss on 
the road at Lenoir-Rhyne 
on Saturday.

NOTE: If there is a 
former local football player 
making an impact on the 
college level and they 
weren’t in our roundup, 
let us know by email 
gordongazet tesports@
gmail.com.

Riley, DeFoor, McEntyre highlight former locals on Saturday
College Football

From staff reports

KAELAN RILEY
R-Jr., Mercer

JACK DeFOOR
R-Jr., Georgia Tech

DREW McENTYRE
Sr., The Citadel

Sports Happenings
SONORAVILLE XC BIKE RIDE — The 

Sonoraville Cross Country Team will host its first-ever 
Bike Ride on Saturday, Oct. 26 starting at 11 a.m. at 
Sonoraville High. Registration begins at 9 a.m. and kick 
stands up at 11 a.m. Cost for bike and passenger is $20. 
The ride will travel throughout Gordon County and will 
head southbound on Hwy 41 to finish at Southern Devil 
Harley Davidson in Cartersville. Each registration comes 
with raffle ticket for a drawing at the end of the ride. For 
additional details, contact butchburch@gcbe.org. FFA 
BBQ plates will be available for $8 along with the raffle 
and live music.

CALHOUN COMMUNITY EDUCATION 
PROGRAM BASKETBALL CLINIC — The Calhoun 
Community Education Program will host a Basketball 

Clinic for girls and boys ages 5-15 on Sunday, Nov. 
3 from 1:30-4:30 p.m. in the Calhoun High gym. 
Instructors for the clinic will be Calhoun High boys head 
coach Vince Layson, Calhoun High girls head coach 
Jaime Echols and Calhoun High players. Cost for the 
clinic is $25 through Oct. 31 and then after that, it will 
go up to $40. Registration is available online at https://
securepayment.link/calhounschools/summer-camps/.

JOHN D. MEADOWS III MEMORIAL GOLF 
OUTING — The John D. Meadows III Memorial Golf 
Outing will be held on Monday, Nov. 18 at Fields Ferry 
Golf Club. Registration and lunch will begin at 12 
p.m. followed by a shotgun start at 1 p.m. Cost for an 
individual player, which includes one reservation for the 
golf tournament, lunch and dinner, is $125. There are 

also sponsorship opportunities available, including the 
top level $1,000 for Patron Sponsor, which includes four 
reservations for the golf tournament and one hole sponsor 
sign. There is also a $500 Tournament Sponsor option, 
which includes four reservations for the golf tournament, 
lunch and dinner, and a $500 Hole Sponsor option, which 
includes one hole sponsor sign. Funds raised at the event 
will go to local scholarships created for the community. 
For further information or to RSVP, contact Ariail 
Gorman at 770-312-5288 or at Ariail@shb-consult.com.

[][][][][][][][][][]

Listings in Sports Happenings are free. Submit listings 
to GordonGazettesports@gmail.com with all necessary 
information needing to run.

Prep Football Stat Recap

Team Stats
Gordon Central Fumbles – 3 fumbles, 1 lost
Gordon Central Penalties – 11 penalties, 95 yards
Gordon Central Punts – 3 punts for 32 average
Gordon Central Total Offensive Yards – 385 total 
(116 rushing, 269 passing)
Gordon Central Yards Allowed Defensively – 
144 total (41 rushing, 103 passing)

Individual Offensive Stats
Passing 
Nelson Gravitt – 13-of-24, 269 yards, 4 TDs, 1 
int.
Sean Gray – 0-1

Rushing
Jordan Boone – 12 carries, 69 yards, 1 TD
Nelson Gravitt – 10 carries, 18 yards

Edwin Herrera – 4 carries, 9 yards
John Victor Rainwater – 3 carries, 16 yards
Sean Gray – 2 carries, 11 yards
Randyn Burns – 1 carry, -2 yards

Receiving
Peyton Parker – 8 catches, 191 yards, 2 TDs
Josh Wilson – 2 catches, 42 yards, 1 TD
Sean Gray – 2 catches, 29 yards, 1 TD
Avery Tatum – 1 catch, 7 yards

Punting
Peyton Parker – 3 punts for 32 average (long of 
36 yards)

Turnovers
Gordon Central 2 (1 fumble, 1 intereception), 
Armuchee 7 (3 fumbles, 4 interceptions)

Gordon Central 41, Armuchee 7

Photo by FRANK CROWE

Gordon Central’s Peyton Parker (13) looks the ball in 
for one of his eight catches on Friday vs. Armuchee.NOTE: Full stats from Calhoun’s and Sonoraville’s games last Friday were not available at deadline.

The two-time All-SEC talent 
has already surpassed her fall 
win total of a season ago.

Florida has claimed the last 
two ITA Southeast Regional 
singles championships, and 

appeared in three straight. Last 
year Ida Jarlskog won the event, 
defeating Kessler in three sets.

Over her last 12 matches 
played at ITA Regional events, 
Kessler is 11-1.

Kessler was the last one 
standing in a 64-player main 
draw that featured some of the 
region’s best talent from the 

17 programs represented at the 
tournament. 

By advancing to the 
championship match, Kessler 
secured a spot in the ITA Fall 
National Championships next 
month in Newport Beach, Calif.

“We’re really proud of the 
tournament McCartney played, 
not only because of the results, 

but she’s really understanding 
her strengths and using them 
to her advantage,” said Florida 
assistant coach Lauren Embree. 
“Her mental game and match 
management is giving her the 
edge in a lot of these close 
matches with the extremely 
talented players you take on in 
events like this. Her positive 

mindset is giving her the best 
chance to come out on top and 
we’re really happy with her 
progress. 

“She is a great representation 
of what Florida Tennis is all 
about and I’m just really glad 
the hard work and commitment 
to get better is starting to pay 
off.”

KESSLER
From page 2C
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