
14A Gordon Gazette Tuesday, August 13, 2019 15AGordon GazetteTuesday, August 13, 2019

Sonoraville High School football 
and competition cheer Coach Ginger 
Reeves is in her third year leading the 
Phoenix Cheer Squad. Her first year 
at Sonoraville, her squad competed at 
state and placed sixth; this past year, 
the squad placed fourth at the Game 
Day competition. Reeves previously 
coached for 12 years at Calhoun High 
School; she also has 11 years of ex-
perience at the middle school level.

Reeves is back by Assistant Coach 
Taylor Kile Ballew. Ballew is also in 

her third year coaching with the So-
noraville cheerleaders. She cheered 
for Gordon Central High School under 
Coach Susan Burton and has been an 
All-Star cheerleader as well. 

GG: What training or camps did 
the cheer squad participate in before 
the start of the season?

Reeves: “Our main camp this year 
was NCA (National Cheerleading As-
sociation) cheer camp.  We learned 
new material for both football and 
basketball season while bonding as a 
program.  We were named the Cheer 
Camp Champions, received the Her-
ky Award and Spirit Award.  Half of 

our program was nominated for All 
American Cheerleader tryout and 
Raven Pasley was named to that team 
as All American.  Three of our sen-
iors, Brooklin Abernathy, Mariah Key 
and Hailey Robinson, were invited to 
attend a Cheer-Leadership camp in 
Honolulu, Hawaii this summer as well.  
Its focus was on being a leader.  Cheer-
leaders from across the United States 
attended and blended together,  learned 
from each other and enjoyed the sport 
they love.  

GG: What types of activities will 
the squad do for the football team be-
fore games to keep the players motiv-

ated?
Reeves: “The girls have been busy 

all summer preparing for the season.  
They have conditioned, painted signs, 
made spirit notes, planned activities 
and learned new material. We have 
painted a different run through sign 
for our home games and look forward 
to the feedback from players and fans. 
We will still use our Velcro sign at 
away games for easier transport.  We 
hope this helps build excitement at the 

Cheer Preview: Sonoraville Phoenix
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Sonoraville Cheer. Front row: Skylar Weber, Mariah Key, Kourtney Semon, Hailey Robinson, Brooklin Abernathy. Middle row: Jayra Stansell, Brittany Spear, Kendel 
Whitehead, Emily McBurnett, Allie Walraven, Kaiya Morgan, KK Lyles, Hadley Harper. Back row: Keslei Craddock, Meegan Roberts, Kaylee Cochran, Kelsee Phillips, 
Laci Justice, Raven Pasley, Natalie Knight, Kailee Bearden, Jenna Palazzolo. Not pictured: Brooke Childs.

Justin Burke is entering his third 
year as the Director of Bands at So-
noraville High School and his 16th 
year as a music educator. His previous 
positions include Director of Bands 
at Screven County High School in 
Sylvania, Ga.; Director of Bands at 
Claxton High School, and Assistant 
Director of Bands at South Effingham 
High School in Guyton, Ga.  Burke’s 
concert ensembles have received num-
erous superior ratings at GMEA Large 
Group Performance Evaluation and 
his marching bands have ranked con-

sistently at the top of their classifica-
tions in state competitions. His bands 
have performed at the Universal Stu-
dios STAR Performance Parade and the 
Disney Magic Music Days Parade in 
Orlando, Fla.; the National Independ-
ence Day Parade in Washington, D.C.; 
and on Ellis Island in New York City. 
In addition to teaching band, Burke 
taught Music Technology for six years, 
and has served as an adjudicator and a 
clinician.

Burke has a Master of Music in 
Music Ed Degree from Kent State 
University and a Bachelor of Music in 
Music Ed from Valdosta State Univer-
sity.  Burke is a member of the Georgia 

Music Educators Association, The Na-
tional Association for Music Education 
and The National Band Association. 

Burke and his wife Kristen have 
been married for 14 years and have 
three children- twin sons Lewis and 
Jackson, and a daughter, Clara. 

Helping Burke with the Marching 
Phoenix are Blayne Bass, Assistant 
Director; Heather and Hannah Rob-
erts, Majorette Instructors; and Jessica 
Childers and Bree Moore, Color Guard 
Instructors.

GG: What training/camps did the 
band participate in before the start of 
the season?

Burke: “The Marching Phoenix 

Band Camp took place July 15-26 at 
SHS.  Students worked from 8 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. each day on marching fun-
damentals, instrumental technique and 
ensemble skills, and learned three out 
of four movements of the halftime 
show.  We had instrumental and aux-
iliary techs working with our students 
from Reinhardt University, Jackson-
ville State University, Valdosta State 
University and The Atlanta CV Drum 
and Bugle Corp.”  

GG: What is your halftime show 
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The 2019-2020 Sonoraville High School Marching Phoenix.
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Shenna Smith Carroll leads the 
Gordon Central Cheer Squad again 
this year, her second as head coach. 
Originally from Rome, she gradu-
ated from Pepperell High School in 
1998. She’s married to Danny Carroll 
and has four children, Derrika, John-
son, Colton Carroll, Dayla Brock and 
Carlee Brock. Carroll tried cheerlead-
ing in high school but admits it is not 
something she was passionate about at 
that time. She found a love for cheer 
after seeing her own daughters grow 
and develop in the sport.

Carroll is assisted by Crystal Par-
ish, who graduated from Chattooga 
High School. Parish is a paraprofes-
sional in the ESS Department at Gor-
don Central. She is married to Justin 

and they have four children: Joshua 
Wilson, a junior at GC who plays foot-
ball, basketball and runs track; Gabby 
Parish, also a junior at GC who is on 
the cheer quad and is a member of FC-
CLA; Landon Wilson, who’s in 8th 
grade at Ashworth; and Ayden Parish, 
who’s in 5th grade at W.L Swain. Par-
ish has always loved cheerleading and 
has coached in the recreation division. 
This is her first year assisting at the 
high school level.

GG: What training/camps did the 
cheer squad participate in before the 
start of the season?

Carroll: “Over the summer we 
held voluntary practices and our Foot-
ball Coach T.J. Hamilton, held volun-
tary workouts with the cheerleaders. 
We also held our own version of FCA 
camp at our school where we had sev-
eral community members come in and 

speak to the athletes on topics such as, 
sportsmanship, loving each other, and 
self-image. Currently we are practi-
cing every day in order to make sure 
that we all know the material.”  

GG: What types of activities will 
the squad do for the football team be-
fore games to keep the players motiv-
ated?

Carroll: “We hold pep-rallies, plan 
with the pep club, do weekly dress up 
days, decorate the football team mem-
ber’s lockers. Work with the band to 
create dances that we can do with their 
music.”

GG: How excited is the squad for 
this year? 

Carroll: “This season is shaping 
up to be a great year. I feel that the 
unity we have between football, band 
and cheer is really going to show this 
year. We all have each other’s back and 

support the students involved in each 
sport.”

GG: What are your expectations 
for the squad this year?

Carroll: “My plans for this team 
this year is for them to grow as a team. 
I want them to respect each other and 
always be there for their teammates.” 

Cheerleaders: McKenzie Ashley, 
Carlee Brock, MaKayla Caldwell , 
Lorin Cescutti, Kirsten Coats, Allie 
Cox, Jaycee Hales, McKaelyn Haney, 
Courtney Hukill, Kailynn Millard, 
Madison Miller, Kayley Muse, Brittlin 
Owenby, Gabby Parish, Vanessa Perez, 
Emily Pierce (Junior Captain), Haleigh 
Poarch, Emma Priest, Madison Reyes 
(Captain), Anna Trumbull, Cameron 
West (Captain), Kaylee West, Jalynn 
Wilkey, Samantha Williamson and 
Breann Wright (Mascot).

Cheer Preview: Gordon Central Warriors
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Gordon Central Head Cheer Coach Shenna Smith Carroll and Assistant Coach Crystal Parish post with the 2019-2020 GCHS Football Cheerleaders: Mc-
Kenzie Ashley , Carlee Brock, MaKayla Caldwell , Lorin Cescutti, Kirsten Coats, Allie Cox, Jaycee Hales, McKaelyn Haney, Courtney Hukill, Kailynn Mil-
lard, Madison Miller, Kayley Muse, Brittlin Owenby, Gabby Parish, Vanessa Perez, Emily Pierce (Junior Captain), Haleigh Poarch, Emma Priest, Madison 
Reyes (Captain), Anna Trumbull, Cameron West (Captain), Kaylee West, Jalynn Wilkey, Samantha Williamson and Breann Wright (Mascot).

The Gordon Central Blue Wave 
Marching Band is under the direction 
of Neal Crawford, who begins his 33rd 
year of teaching this year.  Crawford 
started his career at Red Bud High 
School in 1986. Since that time, he’s 
taught music throughout Georgia and 
Alabama, returning to take over the 
helm of Gordon Central’s band in 
1999. He is a graduate of Jackson-
ville State University, earning both his 
Bachelors and Masters in Music Edu-
cation. Crawford is part of a musical 
family; his wife, Marianne plays piano 
and flute, his oldest son, Bryan, is a 
percussionist and his youngest son, 
Matthew, plays trombone.

Helping Crawford with the band 
this year includes Laramie Rodriguez 
– Assistant Director, Will Johnson – 
Assistant Director, Amanda Brunner 
– Color Guard Instructor, Justin Wil-
liams – Music Arranger, Bryan Craw-
ford – Percussion Arranger.

GG: What training/camps did the 
band participate in before the start of 
the season?  

Crawford: “During the month of 
July, the Gordon Central Blue Wave 

Band had the following camps:  Rookie 
Camp, Percussion Camp, Color Guard 
Camp and Full Band Camp.”

GG: What is your halftime show 
theme, or what music will you be per-
forming for halftime this year? 

Crawford: “The 2019 Blue Wave 
Band Show is based on the music of 
Willy Wonka.  Titles to include: Won-
ka Welcome, Golden Ticket-Pure Im-
agination, Augustus Gloop, Cheer-Up 
Charlie, The Candy Man.”

GG: How excited is the band for 
this year? 

Crawford: “As always, the band 
students at Gordon Central are excit-
ed to start a new season of marching 
band, and supporting Warrior Football.  
Great things are going on at Gordon 
Central in all aspects of student activ-
ity.  The public is encouraged to follow 
the activities of the Blue wave on their 
web page www.gchsmarchingband.
com.”

GG: What are your expectations 
for the band this year? 

Crawford: “The band expects to 
provide an entertaining halftime pro-
duction for the Gordon Central fans. 
The Blue Wave also expects to support 
the Warrior Football team in their sea-
son. We work together as a team to-

ward a common goal of entertainment 
and excellence.”

GG: What do you have planned for 
competition/festival this year? 

Crawford: “The Blue Wave Band 
will travel to Albertville, Ala. to com-
pete in a marching competition on Sat-
urday, Sept. 28, travel to Carrollton on 
Oct. 5 for a marching competition, and 
then host the 11th Warrior Invitational 
Marching Festival on Saturday, Oct. 
19 at Gordon Central High School.”

This year’s 2019-2020 Gordon 
Central Blue Wave Marching Band in-
cludes: 

Drum Major: Sydney Rainwater.
Color Guard: Mirna Bautista-Bravo, 

Emily Bohannon, Holly Bohannon, Si-
erra Brunner, Bryanna Darnell, Rachel 
Pierce, Addison Tate and Brooklyne 
Zufelt.

Flute: Maria Aldama, Itzel Contre-
ras, Savannah Duvall, Aubrey Green, 
Jacky Ramirez, Hannah Satterfield and 
Emily Seritt.

Clarinet: Maryson Aguilar, Lydia 
Burns, Hope Cooper, Vanessa Cortez, 
Erica Drummond, Arlene Guiterrez, 
Holli Kile, Victoria Mackensen, Alan 
Mackensen, Cristal Martinez, Gabe 
Mealor, Desirey Pina, Alycia Revels, 
Niza Sanchez, Sandy Silva, Nath-

alia Toleda-Montes, Lizbeth Torres, 
Herbert Trujillo, Emily Vazquez and 
Alexus Werner. 

Bass Clarinet: Dakota Garland.
Alto Saxophone: Zane Duvall, 

Brisa Leal, Vanessa Macis-Sanchez, 
Jan Martinez-Gonzalez, Samuel 
Mathis, Gisselle Tirado, Ashley West 
and Briggs Williamson.

Mellophone: Emma Freeman.
Trumpet: Zoe Cooper, Nico Gaines, 

Arely Garcia, Brisa Martinez, Tiffany 
Mull and Yahel Parada.

Trombone: Ashley Aguilar, Joanna 
Aparicio, Nancy Becerra, Alex Neal, 
Ismael Tirado and Kelvin Vazquez.

Baritone: Josh Evans and David 
Martin.

Tuba: Alexander Briscoe, Jackey 
Campbell, Ryan Hardcastle and Dylan 
Vanderploeg.

Snare:  Aranxa Campos, Charlie 
Garcia, Leo Heath and Chandler Smith.

Tenors: Nathan Clance and Anahi 
Pineda

Bass: Adriana Reyes, Kelly Brito, 
Maria Garcia, Emily Salazar and Jes-
sica Lopez.

Xylophone: Landon Luginbuhl.
Marimba: Miranda Williams.

Band Preview: Gordon Central Warriors
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2019-2020 Gordon Central High School Blue Wave Marching Band.

Pintage is new breed of antique mall that features antiques, vintage, repurposed  
& handcrafted pieces, all located conveniently in downtown Calhoun.

Where Pinterest 
comes to life!

310 South Wall Street, Calhoun

Phone: 706-383-4062Find us on  
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Where are they now? Locals in College
Former local standouts have moved on to the next level
There have been a lot of great players that have come through the three local high school football programs over the last few years, and that is on 
full display on college rosters throughout the country as many of those former local standouts have moved on to the next level. Below you will find 

a full list of those players that are competing on the college level so you can keep up with them througout the 2019 season. Here they are:

SHERROD AGEE
Jr., Shorter University

Sonoraville alum

DAVIS ALLEN
Fr., Clemson University

Calhoun alum

BRALIN BARTON
Fr., University of Pikeville

Calhoun alum

KENNY COOPER
Sr., Georgia Tech
Sonoraville alum

BRICE CRAIG
Soph., Brevard College

Calhoun alum

JACK DeFOOR
RS-Jr., Georgia Tech

Calhoun alum

CJ FULLER
Soph., Union College

Calhoun alum

JC FULLER
Soph., Shorter University

Calhoun alum

ZACK FULLER
Fr., Berry College

Calhoun alum

GAVIN GRAY
Fr., Berry College

Calhoun alum

MARTAVIUS HARRIS
Soph., Methodist University

Gordon Central alum

TRIPP HOBLITZELL
Fr., Birmingham-Southern

Calhoun alum

DAWSON LACKEY
Fr., University of Pikeville

Gordon Central alum

THOMAS LESTER
Sr., Univ. of West Georgia

Calhoun alum

WILLIAM LONG
Jr., Univ. of Pennsylvania

Calhoun alum

DREW McENTYRE
Sr., The Citadel
Calhoun alum

ERIC McKNIGHT
Fr., Jacksonville State Univ.

Calhoun alum

LUKE MOSELEY
Fr., Georgia Tech

Calhoun alum

HAYDEN MURPHY
Sr., Berry College

Gordon Central alum

ZEKE NANCE
RS-Fr., Lenoir-Rhyne Univ.

Calhoun alum

Where are they now? Locals in College
Former local standouts have moved on to the next level
There have been a lot of great players that have come through the three local high school football programs over the last few years, and that is on 
full display on college rosters throughout the country as many of those former local standouts have moved on to the next level. Below you will find 

a full list of those players that are competing on the college level so you can keep up with them througout the 2019 season. Here they are:

JONATHAN NOVICKI
RS-Jr., Reinhardt University

Sonoraville alum

DREW OLIVER
Fr., Shorter University

Sonoraville alum
(No Photo Available)

LOGAN PARKER
Fr., Maryville College

Calhoun alum

RYAN RANDALL
Jr., Carson-Newman College

Calhoun alum

LANDON RICE
RS-Jr., Jacksonville State Univ.

Calhoun alum

KAELAN RILEY
RS-Jr., Mercer University

Calhoun alum

DREW RUTLEDGE
Fr., Georgia Southern Univ.

Calhoun alum

BRENT SILVAR
Soph., Shorter University

Gordon Central alum

BAYLON SPECTOR
RS-Soph., Clemson University

Calhoun alum

BRANNON SPECTOR
Fr., Clemson University

Calhoun alum

JONKELL TOLBERT
Fr., Cumberland University

Calhoun alum

CAM WILLIAMS
Soph., Bethany College

Gordon Central alum

JIREH WILSON
Sr., Wofford University

Calhoun alum

NOTE: The Gordon Gazette will be keeping track of 
these former local players now on the college level 

throughout the season with a weekly 
roundup of how they did in their most recent games.

 If there is a former local standout playing 
football on the college level, and we left them 
out of this list, please let us know by emailing

GordonGazettesports@gmail.com so we can make 
sure to include them in our former local players college 

football roundup throughout the Fall.

Visit or call today!
1318 Curtis Parkway, Calhoun

706-383-8339 
www.flipperpools.co

Don’t forget to call us for your pool closing needs! 
  

Football season is among us, and it’s getting close to time to think of  
closing your pool. If you leave your pool uncovered, you’ll have serious 
work ahead of you come spring. In addition to having to clean out your 

pool, you’ll need to rebalance the water, and maybe even deal with freeze 
damage. Save time, money and frustration by calling Flipper Pools today!
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Fan Corner: The story of local people and their fandom
Every football fan has their favorite team to root for, but what makes them root for that certain team? Does it run in their family? Did they go to 
school there? Did they start liking the team because of a specific player or coach? There are more football fans than you can count, and each one 
has their own specific story on how they became a fan to start with. Here are some of those stories from Calhoun and Gordon County residents:

CHRIS RANDALL
Calhoun High fan

GG: How long have you been a fan of Calhoun High 
Football and how did you become one?
RANDALL: I did not actually attend CHS myself, 
but our oldest son Ryan graduated from CHS and our 
youngest son Reed is currently a Junior at CHS so I 
have been a avid fan of the Yellow Jackets for well over 
15 years or so now.

GG: What is your one or two favorite memories from 
being a fan of Calhoun Football? (A play, a win, a 
game, a season, etc.)
RANDALL: The most cherished memory I have of 
Calhoun Football over the past decade is seeing both 
my sons Ryan and Reed winning a State Championship 
under former head coach Hal Lamb. 

GG: What one loss Calhoun has suffered is the one that 
has stuck with you or was the most painful?
RANDALL: Easily the hardest loss for me was watching 
the 2015 team lose 12-7 against Blessed Trinity in the 
Semifinal game. 

GG: Who is your favorite current Calhoun player and 
who is your all-time favorite player from Calhoun?
RANDALL: There have been a ton of great players 
on my favorites list to wear the Black and Gold such 
as Taylor Lamb and Davis Allen, but I have a biased 
opinion of my current and all-time favorite Yellow 
Jackets (#53 Reed Randall and #37 Ryan Randall).

GG: How excited are you to get Calhoun’s 2019 season 
started and what are your expectations for them this 
year?
RANDALL: Super excited to get the 2019 season going 
with a new head coach (Clay Stephenson) roaming the 
sidelines for the first time in two decades. Calhoun will 
have several new faces logging meaningful minutes, 
and it should make for another exciting season of 
tradition-rich Calhoun High School Football.

BRUCE POTTS
Sonoraville High fan

GG: How long have you been a fan of Sonoraville Football and 
how did you become one?
POTTS: I was appointed as Principal at March 2006 Board of 
Education meeting. On that date, I became a fan of Sonoraville 
High School activities. Football is the high profile event for 
most high schools, but in the overall picture, I became a fan of 
those students that make a commitment to excellence in a chosen 
endeavor.....athletics, arts and co-curricular activities. Time, 
energy and sacrifice on behalf of teenagers are appreciated by 
the school and community. Watching students work and add in 
the sweat equity it takes to become successful is a joy to watch. 
Success on any given Friday night does not happen by chance. 
Success happens with hard work and committing to something 
much bigger than self. Football players, cheerleaders, chorus 
members, band members, parents and support staff all come 
together to make every Friday night a success.

GG: What is your one or two favorite memories from being a fan 
of Sonoraville Football? (A play, a win, a game, a season, etc.)
POTTS: Wow! This is a challenge to answer and be fair to all 
teams throughout the years. My list is more than two.....sorry. 
Craziest Play-Griff Bryant catches a pass and is sandwiched by 
two opponents and his helmet pops straight up in off his head. 
Larry ‘JR’ Greeson captured this in a picture. I thought he would be knocked out, but Griff bounced up, put his helmet back 
on, moved to the sideline to sit out the next play and returned on the next snap. Play- I recall many. In fairness, I cant point to 
one play. I will point out a series of plays against Ringgold. Coach (Jim) Kremer and staff moved Kenny Cooper to H-Back 
against Ringgold. Kenny had four or five plays where he knocked down multiple Tigers that led to touchdowns. One play he 
made a block 70-plus yards downfield. Players that stand out from memory-Tyler Thacker...Excellent OL player and first to 
play and complete college experience at the University of the Cumberlands. Tyler has served our country in military service 
since playing at SHS and Cumberlands. Jake Benton, Shaquille McAfee, Cody Long, Andrew Slaton, Brandon Dendy, Patrick 
Moore, Kenny Cooper, Tristan Key, and current players Tyler Capps, Blade Bryant and Colton Richards are athletes that come 
to mind. Each athlete provided some unbelievable highlights over the years and some will do the same this year as the Phoenix 
Rise in 2019! Memorable Win-No doubt the first win at Lafayette. It was a special night for our community and the team was 
escorted back by GCSO, and we had a parade from downtown Calhoun to Sonoraville. Seasons-The first winning season when 
the “Stonewall” group strapped it up to make it a special season. Currently the playoff years. That first season we qualified for 
the playoffs was special and memorable. We had Buford in the first round, but the Sonoraville Community wanted to be the 
David (David, and Goliath). We played our guts out on a rainy night at Buford. This catapulted our program to being respected 
in the region and state. Best Series-Pick a Ringgold Tiger game. It seems we battle to the end of every game. I call our games 
with the Tigers...“Teeth, Hair, and Eyeballs!” In each game, it seems like we fight until the last play or series of the game every 
year. Most Intense Games-Ringgold, North Murray, Calhoun and Adairsville. For some reason, we all seem to hate each other 
on the field, and it makes for exciting intense games. I will add that the players keep the “hatred” on the field. Once these 
particular contests are over, the players respect each other and are friends outside the game. I emphasize players. Fans and adults 
are the ones who stir that stinker year round.

GG: What one loss Sonoraville has suffered is the one that has stuck with you or was the most painful?
POTTS: Tough call but I would say losing to your rival is always painful. Rivals in Ringgold, North Murray, Calhoun, and 
Adairsville. These four are usually the teams battling for playoff positions each year, and Calhoun being the neighbor and 
standard-bearer for the region. You always want to beat the big four in the region. One individual game would be the loss 
to Adairsville in our first winning season. It was for a playoff spot, and we did not play well that night. That one was very 
disappointing, but once the season concluded and we celebrated the first winning season, it healed...a little. 

GG: Who is your favorite current Sonoraville player and who is your all-time favorite player from Sonoraville?
POTTS: I do not hold an individual athlete as a favorite. I mentioned a few in the previous question, but I could look over 
every team and target a favorite from each season. I am partial to offensive linemen and linebackers as these are the positions 
I coached most of my years. What is beautiful about high school football is that one senior that makes a change physically 
and mentally to pour his all into that one season...his senior season. That is always special and makes memories for a lifetime. 
Who will it be this year? I am excited to watch this season unfold and tell the story of seniors for 2020. Three players that will 
be seniors that have the energy you like and the drive to succeed are Tyler Capps, Blade Bryant and Colton Richards. Many 
others could rise up this season and make an impression on the Phoenix Nation. Two names resonate with me from the past: 
First, Jonathan Novicki. He is the one athlete that stands out and might be the hardest working football player I’ve witnessed. 
He was not the most gifted athletic player ever, but his work ethic and dedication allowed him to go on to Reinhardt University 
where he will graduate soon. He has used hard work and dedication to play at the next level and earn a future diploma. Second, 
Andrew Slaton. The most exciting player was probably Andrew. Once he learned just a little bit about the game he was a few 
yards short of breaking Herschel Walker’s single-game rushing record verses LFO. Andrew was the fastest athlete I have ever 
witnessed in my career. He beat Nick Chubb by 30 feet in the 100-meter dash as a senior. He was a multiple state champion 
in track and field.

GG: How excited are you to get Sonoraville’s 2019 season started and what are your expectations for them this year?
POTTS: As a fan, I am very excited for this season to begin. The senior class is solid and as a team, we were in nearly every 
game last season but committed youthful errors that ultimately cost us a chance to win some close games. The coaches and 
players have worked hard this offseason to reap the rewards of victory on Friday nights. Football season is exciting within itself 
so the opportunity to turn on the lights, start the scoreboard up, see the cheerleaders leading the stands and hearing the fight 
song played by the band makes for much excitement. Add to this the chance at a special season, and the Phoenix Nation should 
be excited to a very high level. Also, I am hopeful to provide some sideline color/commentary for Power 107.7 each Friday 
night. I have worked with Randy and the staff for a few days and maybe this can be something that will add to the Friday night 
broadcasts for the Phoenix Nation. Expectations? As it has always been as a fan, educator, coach or an administrator, I/we want 
to win it all. It is why the scoreboard is turned on Friday nights! I always believe folks should have goals that encompass the 
weekly progression of the season. Earn a Region Championship or guarantee a high seed in the playoffs, and progress through 
the playoffs to a State Championship. I do recall a few seasons as a coach or administrator that we did not win games but the 
season was our best. I believe our first few years at SHS were successful but wins did not define the kids’ effort. We played with 
sophomores and freshmen. The effort was excellent. Physically, we could not compete. I would add at the end of the season, if 
a player or coach can say, “We did our BEST!” the season will be a success.

KACEE SMITH
Atlanta Falcons fan

GG: How long have you been a fan of Atlanta Falcons and 
how did you become one?
SMITH: I am 33 years old so I have been a diehard fan 
for 33 years. I would say my love for the Falcons came 
from my mom. Every Sunday we would go to church, 
come home and eat and cheer on the Falcons. I have never 
missed watching a Falcons game either in person, on TV, 
and a few I had to catch on the radio.

GG: What is your one or two favorite memories from being 
a fan of the Falcons? (A play, a win, a game, a season, etc.)
SMITH: Two moments really stick out in my head the most. 
The first one was the kick by Morten Anderson in 1999 to send 
the Falcons to the Super Bowl. That season was electric with 
the start of the “Dirty Bird,” and I remember holding hands in 
my living room as Anderson lined up to kick that field goal. 
The second moment that sticks out to me was Michael Vick’s 
46 yard run in 2002 to end overtime in Minnesota. 

GG: What one loss Atlanta has suffered is the one that has 
stuck with you or was the most painful?
SMITH: Without a doubt this would be Super Bowl LI. I 
have never seen our offense be so sharp, together and then 
just crumble, all in the same game. That game hurt, and I 
am not sure if I am even over it yet.

GG: Who is your favorite current Falcons player and who 
is your all-time favorite Falcons player?
SMITH: My favorite current Falcons player is Matt Ryan. 
I have been very critical of him over the years, but he has 
developed into such a great leader. I think his leadership 
makes him a great teammate and also role model for 
others. My favorite player from the past is Deion Sanders.

GG: How excited are you to get Calhoun’s 2019 season 
started and what are your expectations for them this year?
SMITH: I am so ready for this season to get started. Last 
year was such a letdown with all of the season-ending 
injuries with key players. Matt Ryan had one of his best 
season, but the defense was too depleted to stop anyone. I 
think that Thomas Dimitroff has addressed the need at the 
offensive line and now we can go back to running the ball 
and also protecting Matt Ryan more. I have high hopes for 
the season. Rise Up!

SAM THOMAS
Gordon Central High fan

GG: How long have you been a fan of Gordon Central Football 
and how did you become one?
THOMAS: I connected with the Gordon Central Warriors as 
soon as they started the football program in the mid-1980s. 
I have been a part of the program and have broadcast every 
varsity game that they have played, either on the radio or the 
internet or both. Up until we started sharing time with the 
Sonoraville Phoenix, I had attended all their games except for 
three. There is no doubt about who has watched more Warriors 
games than I have. I have not figured the exact number but it 
would be at least a little over 300 games. I am considered the 
“Voice of the Warriors” and WJTH Radio is proud to be a part 
of Gordon Central Warriors Football since the beginning of the 
program.

GG: What is your one or two favorite memories from being 
a fan of Gordon Central Football? (A play, a win, a game, a 
season, etc.)
THOMAS: I have enjoyed a lot of the games but my favorite 
has to be the game at Dalton when Bill Long was the Warriors 
coach. During the first half, Gordon Central could not do 
anything right it seemed. As a result at halftime the score was 
24-0 in favor of Dalton. I do not know what Coach Long told the 

team at halftime, but whatever it was made all the difference in the game. The Warriors came out all fired up and played like 
I had never seen them play before. The Warriors scored 34 unanswered points and won the game with a score of 34-24. They 
took charge of the game and totally frustrated the Dalton Catamounts. The radio announcers from Dalton said that was the best 
come from behind high school football game they had ever seen.

GG: What one loss Gordon Central has suffered is the one that has stuck with you or was the most painful?
THOMAS: The one loss that stands out in all the years was a game in the state playoffs against Douglas County. The time was 
about to run out, and Gordon Central was trailing and needed a touchdown to win. They made some good plays and got to the 
Five-yard line and was stopped short of the goal line. With a first and goal it looked like they were set to win. However Douglas 
County made a goal line stand and kept Gordon Central from getting the touchdown in four downs. That was a heartbreaker 
and ended the season for the Warriors.

GG: Who is your favorite current Gordon Central player and who is your all-time favorite player from Gordon Central?
THOMAS: As for my favorite player, there were many over the years but the one that stands out in my mind was Dorian Porch. 
Dorian could play any position and played on both offense and deffense. He was an all-around athlete and went on to play at 
Virginia Tech.

GG: How excited are you to get Gordon Central’s 2019 season started and what are your expectations for them this year?
THOMAS: I am looking forward to a much-improved season this year. The team has been in a rebuilding for a few years, and 
I am expecting this to be the breakout season. Good luck Warriors from the Voice of the Warriors.

Fan Corner: The story of local people and their fandom
Every football fan has their favorite team to root for, but what makes them root for that certain team? Does it run in their family? Did they go to 
school there? Did they start liking the team because of a specific player or coach? There are more football fans than you can count, and each one 
has their own specific story on how they became a fan to start with. Here are some of those stories from Calhoun and Gordon County residents:

CHRIS MULKEY
Georgia Tech Yellow Jackets fan

GG: How long have you been a fan of Georgia Tech 
Football and how did you become one?
MULKEY: I was born and raised a Georgia Tech fan. 
My father was one of the biggest and most passionate 
fans I have ever seen. I would go to games with my 
father, and he knew someone who had a connection 
that would get us access to the locker rooms after the 
basketball games. It was cool to get to know some of 
the former players and Coach Cremins. That was when I 
became passionate about Tech Athletics, and it has only 
grown since then.

GG: What is your one or two favorite memories from 
being a fan of the Jackets? (A play, a win, a game, a 
season, etc.)
MULKEY: This is tough to narrow down so I will give 
one on the field and one off. On the field, probably 
has to be the blocked field goal and return for a TD to 
beat Florida State back in 2015. I had never seen my 
son Jonah so excited, and he wanted to storm the field 
like all the other fans so of course I obliged. It was a 
disappointing season, but that night was one I will never 
forget. Off the field has to be all the time I was able to 
spend with my father going to Bobby Dodd Stadium or 
just watching GT games on TV with him. I would give 
anything to be able to go to another game with him.

GG: What one loss Tech has suffered is the one that has 
stuck with you or was the most painful?
MULKEY: That’s easy. 2009 vs. UGA. It was one 
of the few times we were favored to beat them. They 
jumped on us early, but clawed back with a chance to 
win with a TD on the final drive. Josh Nesbitt overshot 
Embry Peeples who was wide open for an easy TD 
then Demaryius Thomas dropped an easy pass on 
fourth down to keep the drive going fairly deep in their 
territory. That loss was gut-wrenching.

GG: Who is your favorite current Tech player and who 
is your all-time favorite player from Tech?
MULKEY: Probably Jack Defoor and Kenny Cooper 
for obvious reasons but really excited to see Juanyeh 
Thomas. Love his energy and playmaking abilities. 
All-time favorite is a toss up between Joe Hamilton and 
Calvin Johnson but have to give the nod to CJ. The guy 
was just a baller and made some catches that still blow 
my mind.

GG: How excited are you to get the Jackets’ 2019 
season started and what are your expectations for them 
this year?
MULKEY: I’m very excited to see what the new staff 
brings to the field. Coach Collins just seems to get it 
and has put an excellent staff who are full of infectious 
energy. It is hard to know what to expect, but I would 
venture to say six to eight wins. The Clemson and UGA 
games do not look very winnable but everything in 
between seems possible.

LARRY GREESON
Georgia Bulldogs fan

GG: How long have you been a UGA Football fan and how did 
you become one?
GREESON: I have been a Dawg fan for over 40 years. I like to 
say the doctor slapped me on the butt and said Go Dawgs, but 
the truth is I followed UGA as a teenager and listened to games 
on the radio on Saturdays. Like most young fans it was awesome 
to see the team I cheered for win the Championship in 1980. In 
1982 I joined the Air Force and was stationed in Indiana where 
I met a fellow Georgian named Jeff Hansard.   Jeff came from a 
Bulldog family located in Alpharetta, and it showed.  I made a 
great friend and became a real fan of UGA. Jeff later moved to 
Calhoun where he raises his family now. Go Dawgs!

GG: What is your one or two favorite memories from being a 
fan of Bulldogs Football? (A play, a win, a game, a season, etc.)
GREESON: The Rose Bowl win over Oklahoma was one of my 
favorite games in recent years, but it’s always fun to see a beat 
down on Georgia Tech. The 2002 51-7 was really enjoyable to 
watch.

GG: What one loss UGA has suffered is the one that has stuck 
with you or was the most painful?

GREESON: The National Championship game against Alabama in overtime was as painful as they come. We all know Saban 
bought a few calls.

GG: Who is your favorite current UGA player and who is your all-time favorite player from UGA?
GREESON: I am a big fan of Jake Fromm. I like his character both on and off the field and think he has a future in the NFL. 
Georgia tends to send a few on to the big show. Herschel Walker will forever be the man, but Nick Chubb suffering the injury 
against Tennessee and coming back both in body, mind and spirit is some kind of player.

GG: How excited are you to get the Bulldogs’ 2019 season started and what are your expectations for them this year?
GREESON: I am really excited about the season as I pray that we can stay injury free. There is no path to the championship 
that is easy. Clemson should be the favorite with a great QB and a schedule that most SEC teams find laughable. The Bulldogs 
have some great kids coming in, and it should be fun to watch. The main thing UGA needs to do is stay focused and have Saban 
watching TV at home during the National Championship.

KIP CONNALLY
Alabama Crimson Tide fan

GG: How long have you been a Alabama Football fan and how 
did you become one?
CONNALLY: I’ve been a fan of Alabama Football since I was 
old enough to throw a ball with my dad in the back yard. I 
would always say I wanted to play for Coach Bear Bryant when 
I grew up.

GG: What is your one or two favorite memories from being a fan 
of Crimson Tide Football? (A play, a win, a game, a season, etc.)
CONNALLY: Although there are many, one of my favorite 
memories is the goal line stand against Penn State to keep them 
from scoring in the Sugar Bowl in ‘79. I was 14 and remember 
the excitement of watching Bama win the national championship 
with some buddies. In 2018, watching Tua Tagovailoa come off 
the bench to throw a touchdown pass and win the championship 
in overtime against Georgia is one of my favorites. Both my 
daughters have liked Alabama along with me while they were 
growing up, but Abby had just started going to UGA so that win 
was a little different for us.

GG: What one loss Alabama has suffered is the one that has 
stuck with you or was the most painful?
CONNALLY: Probably when Auburn ran Griffith’s missed field 
goal attempt back to beat us in the 2013 Iron Bowl.

GG: Who is your favorite current Bama player and who is your all-time favorite player from Bama?
CONNALLY: Of course I like Tua, but I liked the way Jalen Hurts handled the situation with Tua and put the team before 
himself. He wasn’t the most athletic player, but Jalen put the team first and knew how to win. One of my all-time favorites is 
Derrick Thomas. He was a linebacker back when I was playing in high school. I liked his aggressiveness and how he would hit.

GG: How excited are you to get the Tide’s 2019 season started and what are your expectations for them this year?
CONNALLY: There’s no time like college football time, and I expect nothing less than winning the SEC West
and another national championship. Roll Tide!

JENNIFER DUDLEY
Auburn Tigers fan

GG: How long have you been a Auburn 
Football fan and how did you become one?
DUDLEY: I had always followed college 
football but didn’t really become a big fan 
of Auburn football until I became a student 
in 1988. My first date with my husband 
was the Auburn vs. Florida game in 1989. 
I guess that should have been sign of years 
to come with college football. We have had 
season tickets and gone to most the home 
games ever since. Our oldest daughter, 
Noel, graduated from Auburn last May and 
our youngest daughter, Mary Grace, will 
be a sophomore at Auburn this fall. Our 
children grew up Auburn fans in a sea of 
Georgia Bulldogs.

GG: What is your one or two favorite 
memories from being a fan of Tigers 
Football? (A play, a win, a game, a season, 
etc.)
DUDLEY: There are several games that 
stand out to me over the years. One of the 
first would have to be the 1989 Iron Bowl. 

It was the first time ever that Alabama had played at Jordan-Hare in Auburn and my first Iron Bowl. The series had always 
been played in Birmingham. Alabama came into that game as the No. 2 team in the country. A win against Auburn would have 
sent them to play for the National Championship. In those days the student section had paper shakers. There was a haze of dust 
from the shakers during the first half of the game. The atmosphere was electric. Auburn won that day 30-20. Next would have 
to be the 2011 BCS National Championship game against Oregon in Glendale, Ariz. We flew out to the game right before a 
big snowstorm hit Georgia. It was such a fun day leading up to the game. It was a close game, and in the fourth quarter Auburn 
drove the ball to Oregon’s one-yard line, and Auburn’s kicker, Wes Byrum, kicked a field goal as time ran out. It was amazing 
being the in stands watching your team with the National Title. We almost never got home from Arizona but still worth it.

GG: What one loss Auburn has suffered is the one that has stuck with you or was the most painful?
DUDLEY: I have seen several heartbreaking losses but nothing like the 2014 National Championship game. We stayed in Las 
Vegas and took a bus with 1,100 other Auburn fans to Pasadena to the Rose Bowl. In 2013 Auburn had a miracle season with the 
“Prayer at Jordan-Hare” and the “Kick-six” games against two of our biggest rivals. It was a beautiful day in California which 
we spent tailgating with old friends we hadn’t seen in years. We were hoping for another miracle. It even looked like Auburn 
was going to capture the National Championship but Florida State scored with 13 seconds left and won the game.

GG: Who is your favorite current Auburn player and who is your all-time favorite player from Auburn?
DUDLEY: My current favorite player would have to be Bo Nix. We are friends with Bo’s family. His mom was a bridesmaid 
in my wedding, and I was in his parents’ wedding. He is a true freshman and is in the running to be quarterback at Auburn this 
fall. Go Bo! My all-time player would have to be Bo Jackson. Not only is he one of the greatest athletes of all-time, he is an 
awesome person. In 2011 after the devastating tornadoes that ravished the state of Alabama, Bo started the “Bo Bikes Bama” 
fundraiser. The five-day tour across the state of Alabama raised over $1.1 million dollars for the Alabama Governor’s Relief 
Fund.

GG: How excited are you to get the Tigers’ 2019 season started and what are your expectations for them this year?
DUDLEY: I am getting so excited to go to Dallas to Auburn’s opener with Oregon at Jerry’s World (AT&T Stadium) on Aug. 
31. This year we have a great home schedule with Mississippi State, Ole Miss, Georgia and Alabama. I believe this year like I 
believe every other year that Auburn will run the table. As stated in the last line in Auburn’s Creed…“I believe in Auburn and 
love it” War Eagle!


