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On Tuesday afternoon, 
Dec. 22, Commissioner-
elect Bruce Potts, 
Republican, the former 
longtime principal of 
Sonoraville High School, 
was sworn into office as 
the commissioner for 
District 3 representing 
the City of Calhoun by 
Probate Judge Richie 
Parker.

Pot t s  defea ted 

incumbent, two-term 
Republican Norris Sexton 
in the General Primary 
earlier this summer in 
a three-way race that 
also included Republican 
Robert “Rob” Ballard. 

Potts, a life-long 
resident of Calhoun-
Gordon County, ran for 
office as a way to serve 
the community.

“My whole career was 
service-focused,” said 
Potts of his 22 years in 
education. “I’ve prayed 

to be in a role of service. 
I want to be able to help 
the community and the 
local school systems.”

Potts said that 
he’s going into the 
commissioner position 
with ideas inspired 
by a standpoint of an 
education administrator, 
and that those ideas run 
parallel with a lot of the 

Potts sworn-in as newest commissioner

In one of the most 
dangerous professions in 
the world, a firefighter 
has to constantly stay 
up to date on the ever-
changing demands 

associated with fighting 
residential fires. The 
week of December 
7 saw Gordon County 
Fire & Rescue hosting 
live fire training at two 
vacant structures in the 
community.

Gordon County Fire 
& Rescue Training Chief 

Nathan Saylors said that 
Tom Dooley, the owner 
of a vacant single-level 
structure on Pocket Road, 
and Eric Greeson, the 
owner of a vacant two-
story structure on Foster 
Lusk, both donated the 
structures for the fire 
training to happen.

Saylors said that 
this type of training for 
firefighters is invaluable.

“We had the 
opportunity to go in and 
use acquired structures; 
with this the guys saw 
how a house will actually 
burn versus being in a 
metal training building 

that’s not really going 
to burn. It gave us an 
opportunity to see fire, 
talk about fire attacks 
and patterns, and this 
allowed the firefighters 
to see how fire moves 
through the houses so 
they can get ahead of fire 
to slow the spread (of the 

fire down) and get the 
fires extinguished.”

Gordon County Fire & 
Rescue had no less than 
15 of their firefighters 
participating in the 

Despite the ongoing 
pandemic, it’ll be a 
very Merry Christmas 
for Gordon County’s 
197 foster children that 
were served during this 
year’s Gordon County 
Department of Family 
and Children Services’ 
Secret Santa program.

“This community is 
truly a blessing,” said 
DFCS Jody Sanderson, 
who organizes the 
program each year. “The 

generosity that this 
community shows for 
the program each year 
is overwhelming. It’s 
touching to know that 
there’s this much love 
and support from the 
residents of Calhoun-
Gordon County for our 
foster children; it gives 
us hope to know that our 
community can come 
together and help those 
that are most in need.”

Gordon County DFCS Secret Santa provides 
for almost 200 foster children this Christmas

See DFCS, 
page 12A

Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, the annual Santa in 
Uniform looked a lot different 
this year, but the heart behind the 
program was just as strong as in 
years past, with Gordon County 
Fire & Rescue pulling off the 
feat of providing toys and gifts 
to 41 students at Gordon County 
Schools, which represented 21 
families from the community. 

In years past, multiple 
agencies took part in the event, 

which traditionally saw a 
breakfast provided to students 
before a visit with Santa at 
Home Depot of Calhoun, then a 
shopping adventure with public 
safety officials at Walmart of 
Calhoun.

This year, due to the 
pandemic, after Gordon County 
Schools provided a list of 
students and their wishes to 
Gordon County Fire & Rescue, 
the department purchased the 
items requested, organized the 
items and handed them out to 
the families on Friday, Dec. 
18 at GCF&R Station 1 off of 

Belwood Road.
In addition to the toys and 

gifts, Home Depot of Calhoun 
associates provided food boxes 
and water for the families to 
make the holidays a little more 
merry and bright.  

Helping with this year’s 
Santa in Uniform are, left to 
right: LJ Nicholson, GCF&R 
Chief Doug Ralston, Hugh 
Holcomb, Brandon Williams, 
Ron Chance, Nathan Saylors, 
Heath Smith, Sandy Padgett and 
Calhoun Police Department’s 
Christy Nicholson. (BRANDI 
OWCZARZ/Staff)

Santa in Uniform provides a Merry Christmas for students
Brandi Owczarz
staff@gordongazettega.com

Gordon County Department of Family and Children Services’ staff member Samantha 
Garrison, with her son Jordan Joyce, organizing the donations at their distribution facility 
on Friday afternoon, Dec. 18. (BRANDI OWCZARZ/Staff)

Gordon County Fire & Rescue hosts live fire training

See TRAINING,
page 12A
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See POTTS, 
page 12A

Merry Christmas from the Gordon Gazette!Merry Christmas from the Gordon Gazette!
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Newly elected Gordon County Commissioner Bruce Potts, 
left, is sworn in Friday afternoon by Gordon County 
Probate Judge Richie Parker. (BRANDI OWCZARZ/Staff) 
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United Way of Gordon 
County is at 79 percent of 
our 2021 Campaign goal of 
$750,000 which is why we 
need your help!  Though 
many of us associate the 
changing of the season with 
holiday cheer and family 
traditions, many families 
in our community are 
struggling to meet their basic 
needs. Last year, more than 
155 people were provided 
with emergency shelter, 
433 people were provided 
with financial assistance, 
and 6,980 individuals were 
provided with food. Disaster 
services were provided to 
70 individuals, and 501 
victims of domestic violence 
were provided with shelter, 
advocacy and support. ‘Tis 
the season to fight for our 
community’s basic needs- 
especially in the midst of a 
pandemic. 

With the ongoing presence 
of COVID-19 still impacting 
places of business, many 
local families have need 
of United Way services. 
This past spring, United 
Way quickly shifted gears 
to meet our community’s 
evolving needs by providing 
additional support both 
monetarily and in the form 
of Personal Protection 
Equipment (PPE). 
Throughout the pandemic, 
our Community Partners 
have continued to serve on 
the frontlines so that our 
children can stay connected 
to education; families can 
have access to food; and 
people can stay safe while in 
public and at home. 

Since April 2020, $12,481 
has been donated to our 
COVID-19 Response and 
Recovery Fund and has been 
allocated to the following 
agencies in Gordon County: 
The Voluntary Action 
Center, St. Vincent de Paul 
Society, Red Cross NWGA, 
Gordon County Domestic 
Violence, The George 
Chambers Resource Center, 
Calhoun-Gordon Council 
for a Literate Community, 
Calhoun Housing Authority, 
and Christian Community 
Outreach Ministry. 

This fund has helped over 
500 people receive help 
with utilities, rent, food and 
other COVID-19 related 
expenses. We were also 
fortunate to receive 2,495 
masks and 4,000 pairs of 
gloves which were donated 
to our community partners. 
The impact of COVID-19 
will, unfortunately, be felt by 
many of our local non-profit 
organizations in the coming 
years.

So, how can you help 
to make a difference this 
Christmas season? Give to 
United Way. Your gift to 
United Way is a gift that 
keeps on giving 365 days a 
year. Your gift helps improve 
the education, basic needs, 
and health of the Gordon 
County community. Each 
year, United Way improves 
the lives of over 24,000 
children and adults. A gift 
to United Way is truly an 
impactful gift.

I am thankful for the 
village of supporters within 
our United Way. Without 
our volunteers, advocates, 
givers, and partner agencies 
where would we be? The 
village that makes up the 
United Way shares in the 
drive to create goodwill 
towards all. The United Way 
village works diligently to 
make the Gordon County 
community a better place 
now and for generations to 
come. 

I would like to thank 
the United Way Board of 
Directors, our corporate 
partners, our staff, and 
partner agencies for the 
success of the 2021 United 
Way campaign so far. 

I am so incredibly 
thankful for our generous 
community. I express a 
most hearty thank you to 
those who have donated in 
their company-wide United 
Way campaigns, mailed in a 
donation, or gave online. 

Here is a list of those who 
have pledged or donated 
to the 2021 United Way 
campaign thus far:

AdventHealth Gordon, 
Addison and Connie 
Layson, Alan & Jackie 
Guton, Amelia & David 
Jordon, Angela Green, 
Apache Mills, AT&T, 
Atlanta Gas Light, BB&T, 

Bert & Anne Vaughn, Bob 
& Carol Nance, Mike, Nash, 
Christine and Robert Nance, 
Presley & Dean Hamilton, 
Carrie, Dan & girls, Tanna, 
Cara, & Grace Key, Erin & 
Al Hill III, All IV, Nance, 
& Caroline Hill, Brian & 
Jennifer Latour, Calhoun 
City Schools, Charles & 
Vickie Spence, Chick-Fil-A, 
City of Calhoun, Comcast, 
David Aft, Debra Owens, 
Dennis & Sharon Alexander, 
Downtown Development, 
Dr. and Mrs. Will Theus, Dr. 
Daniel Ahn & Susan Kim, 
Dr. Darla Morgan, Dr. Kafi 
Wilson, Dr. Phil & Monica 
Gray, Ed & Jane Weldon, 
Engineered Floors, Family 
Resource Center, Family 
Savings, FieldTurf, First 
Bank of Calhoun, Fitness 
First of Calhoun, Food City, 
Fox Systems, Francis Burton 
Cochran, Gary & Lucia 
Eastham, George Chambers 
Resource Center, Georgia 
Northwestern Technical 
College, Gordon County 
Chamber of Commerce, 
Gordon County Gov., 
Gordon County Schools, 
Grandstandz, Greater 
Community Bank, Haley 
and Pam Stephens, Hamilton 
Health Care System, Harry 
Young, Hayes Plumbing 
and Electrical, Homespun 
Hospice, Jennifer & Joseph 
Hill, Jeremy & Bekah Kirby, 
Jim & Joan Clark, JM Huber, 
Joan B. Smith, Joe & Nelda 
Ragsdale, Kent Chapman 
State Farm Agency, Kimm 
& Beverly Primmer, Kristin 
Richardson, Kroger, Kyle 
& Vivian Smith, M&S 
Logistics, Mannington 
Commercial, Mathews and 
Parlo, Michael & Melissa 
Murrill, Michael’s Carpet, 
Mohawk Industries, Momon 
Construction, North Georgia 
National Bank, Nourison, 
O’Reilly Auto Parts, Patricia 
Stephens, Phyllis Purdy, 
Ronnie & Margie King, 
Shaw Industries, Starr 
Mathews Insurance Agency, 
Steve & Diane Robbins, 
Sun Trust, Synovus Bank, 
Synthomer Foundation, The 
Dixie Group Foundation, 
UPS, Voluntary Action 
Center, Walmart, WJTH 
Radio Station 

We are still actively 
reporting and scheduling 

campaigns. It’s not too 
late to be added to our list 
of donors. Give the gift 
that keeps giving all year 
long. Give today at www.
gordoncountyunitedway.
org or email us at jlatour@
gordoncountyunitedway.org. 

Thank you for helping to 
make spirits bright in the 
Gordon County community.

Jennifer Latour is the 
Executive Director of United 
Way of Gordon County.

AdventHealth Gordon 
is hosting a virtual Living 
Well class featuring Julia 
Danforth, MD, on Tuesday, 
January 12 at 6:30 pm 
online via a Zoom meeting. 

During this class, 
participants will learn about 
stretching exercises that 
can be used in everyday 
life. Kyle Leeper, PT, DPT, 
will lead the virtual class 
alongside Dr. Danforth 
and discuss the benefits of 
stretching and demonstrate 
some stretches that can be 
incorporated into daily life. 
He will also answer exercise 
questions.

Dr. Danforth is a board-
certified family physician. 
She believes that health is 
more than just the physical 

body, but mental and 
spiritual wellness as well. Dr. 
Danforth earned her medical 
degree from the Loma 
Linda University School 
of Medicine in California 
followed by a residency in 
family practice at Florida 
Hospital in Orlando. She is 
a member of the American 
Academy of Family 
Practice and the American 
College of Lifestyle 
Medicine. Dr. Danforth 
was board-certified in 
Lifestyle Medicine in 2017 
and is blessed to be able to 
formally pursue her lifelong 
career passion.

To join this virtual 
Living Well class, email 
g e o r g i a l i v i n g w e l l @
gmail.com to request a 
Zoom meeting invitation. 
Participants can use Zoom 
on their smartphone, 

computer or tablet. 
Participants can also dial in 
with their phone to join the 
meeting. 

For more information, 
please call 770-773-9201 
and press 1 to speak with 
or leave a message for Dr. 
Danforth’s nurse.

About AdventHealth 
Gordon

Founded in 1935, 
AdventHealth Gordon 
is proud to be a member 
of AdventHealth. With a 
sacred mission of Extending 
the Healing Ministry of 
Christ, AdventHealth 
is a connected system of 
care for every stage of 
life and health. More 
than 80,000 skilled and 
compassionate caregivers 
in physician practices, 
hospitals, outpatient clinics, 
skilled nursing facilities, 

home health agencies and 
hospice centers provide 
individualized, wholistic 
care. A shared vision, 
common values, focus on 
whole-person health and 

commitment to making 
communities healthier 
unify the system’s nearly 
50 hospital campuses and 
hundreds of care sites in 
diverse markets throughout 

almost a dozen states. 
For more information 
about AdventHealth, 
visit AdventHealth.
com or Facebook.com/
AdventHealth.

Gordon County E-911 
were visited by a couple 
of special elves overnight 
Monday and Tuesday, 
Dec. 21-22, who 
festively decorated the 
Command Room where 
all emergency calls are 
taken by dispatch.

In actuality, it was 911 
employees Sgt. Andrew 

York, Cpl. Kinslea 
Otting, Christina Maness 
and Tyler Mazzotta from 
Shift 2B, who utilized 
their talents to decorate 
the windows of the 
Command Room as a 
last minute Christmas 
surprise for 911 Director 
Debbie Vance and the 
rest of the employees at 
911.

In addition to the 
awesome window art, 

911 adopted two Gordon 
County foster children 
through the local 
Department of Family 
and Children Services 
Secret Santa Program, 
providing box-loads 
of toys and gifts to the 
young boys.

Vance and her staff 
would like to wish all 
of Calhoun-Gordon 
County a safe and Merry 
Christmas!
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AdventHealth Gordon to host virtual Living Well class
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JENNIFER LATOUR, 
Executive Director 
United Way of Gordon 
County

United Way: A helping hand this holiday season



Robert “Bob” Baldridge
Mr. Robert Lee 

“Bob” Baldr idge , 
age 73, of Calhoun, 
Georgia, departed this 
life Monday morning, 
December 21, 2020 at his 
home surrounded by his 
loving family.  Bob was 
born August 27, 1947 in 
Jasper, Georgia, a son 
of the late Gilbert and 
Nealey Frances Elliott 
Baldridge.  He was also 
preceded in death by a son, Jordan Luke Baldridge 
and brothers, Jimmy Baldridge, Lamar Baldridge 
and Gilbert “Junior” Baldridge, Jr.

Bob was a 1965 graduate of Valley Point High 
School.  He proudly served his country in the 
U.S. Army. He was a graduate of officer candidate 
school, obtaining the rank of Captain.  He earned his 
Masters of Nursing degree from Andrews College. 
He earned his Bachelor’s degree in Mathematics and 
Chemistry at Berry College with high honors.  He 
was a Family Nurse Practitioner at Gordon Hospital 
for many years in the Emergency Department. He 
loved serving the people in his community.

He is survived by his loving wife, Elice Redden 
Baldridge of the residence; son, Robert Lee 
“Robbie” Baldridge, Jr.; daughters and sons-in-law, 
Rebecca and Phillip George all of Calhoun, GA, 
Nealey and Christopher Reed of Rome, GA, Shellise 
Lively and Emily Shelton both of Calhoun, GA; 
grandchildren, Elijah Baldridge, Jordan Baldridge, 
Samantha and Weston Walraven, Jessie and Gabby 
George, Savannah and Abby George, Jaxon George, 
Walker Reed, Adrian Lively, Aaron Lively, Autumn 
Livley, Cheyanne Lively, Jared Shelton and Ethan 
Shelton; great-granddaughter, Carter Walraven; 
sister and brother-in-law, Jane and Jerry Cone of 
Perry, GA; brothers and sisters-in-law, Kenneth and 
Kim Baldridge of Chatsworth, GA, Ann Baldridge 
of Eton, GA; several nieces and nephews.

Services to celebrate the life of Mr. Robert 
Lee “Bob” Baldridge, Sr., will be held Saturday, 
December 26, 2020 at 2:00 p.m. at Ponders Calhoun 
Chapel with Reverend Paul Gay and officiating 
Phillip George.  He will be laid rest with his son at 
Crane Eater Cemetery.  Grandson’s will be honored 
to serve as pallbearers. The family will receive 
friends after 10:00 a.m. Saturday until the service 
hour.

Due to the National health crisis and the Covid-
19 virus, masks must be worn properly at all 
times and social distancing must be observed when 
visiting the funeral home. 

Tina Bearden
Tina L. Bearden, 85, 

of Calhoun, Georgia died 
Monday, December 21, 
2020 after 6 months of 
declining health. She 
was born on November 
16, 1935 in Whitfield 
County to the late Delmer 
and Bessie Morgan 
Babb. She was preceded 
in death by her loving 
husband of 60 years, 
Rev. John L. Bearden; 
son; Johnny Bearden and a sister, Marth Ann Babb.

She was a seamstress for many years. She was a 
member of Calhoun First Baptist Church of Calhoun.

She is survived by her sons and daughter-in-law, 
Danny and Marilee Bearden and David Bearden; 
daughter and son-in-law, Martha and Alan Dobbs; 
sister, Jeanette Welch; grandchildren, Shannon 
(Andy) Bailey, Jonathan Walraven, Chase Bearden, 
Micah (Pamela) Bearden, Zack Bearden, Kylie 
Bearden, and Carry Bearden; great grandchildren, 
Emily Bailey, Mac Bailey, Bo Bailey, Hannah, 
Katie, Willow Bearden, and Nolan Bearden; great 
great grandchild, Silas.

The family will receive friends on Wednesday, 
December 30, 2020 from 11:00 Am until the service 
hour of 1:00 PM at Calhoun First Baptist Church 
of Calhoun, with Rev. John Barber, Rev. Eddie 
Brannon, and Rev. Danny Bearden officiating. Burial 
will follow at the Georgia National Cemetery. Her 
Grandsons will be serving as pallbearers. Honorary 
pallbearers are, Faith Seekers Sunday School Class.

To leave condolences and sign the online guest 
book please go to, www.maxbrannonandsons.com

The Brannon family and staff are honored to 
serve the family of Tina L. Bearden. 

Johnnie Cooper
Mr. Johnnie Vincent Cooper, 94, of Calhoun, 

went home to be with his Lord on Monday, Dec. 21, 
2020.

Mr. Cooper was born in Gordon County on Aug. 
13, 1926, son of the late Horace Cooper and Bessie 
Hicks Cooper. In addition to his parents, he was 
preceded in death by his wife, Bonnie Lee Adams 
Cooper; and by a grandson, Joshua Cooper. 

Johnnie was a textile worker prior to retirement 
and he loved the outdoors and enjoyed fishing. He 
was a veteran of the United States Army having 
served during World War II in the Asiatic-Pacific 
Theater where he received the Victory Medal, along 

with the Army of Occupation Medal – Japan. He was 
honorably discharged on Dec. 8, 1946, at the Rank 
of Corporal.

Survivors include his daughters, Sandra 
Tolbert of Plainville and Shelia (Mitchell) Woody 
of Plainville; sons, Johnny D. (Denise) Cooper 
of Adairsville and Keith Cooper of Sonoraville; 
grandchildren, Lucas and Cole Edwards, Brandon 
Copeland, Nicholas Woody, Zachary Woody, Julie 
Horton, Tiffany Hewlett; great-grandchildren, 
Natalie, Rylan, McKenley, Aubrey, Percephine, 
Ashley, Chaz, Sheridan, Sydney, Emma, Jocelyn, 
and Jacqlyn.

A memorial service for Mr. Johnnie Vincent 
Cooper will be held on Wednesday, Dec. 23, 2020, 
at 1 p.m. from the chapel of Max Brannon & Sons 
Funeral Home with Eddie Brannon officiating. The 
family will receive friends one hour prior to the 
service at the funeral home.

Online condolences may be expressed and the 
guest book signed at www.maxbrannonandsons.com.

The Brannon family and staff are honored to 
serve the family of Mr. Johnnie Vincent Cooper of 
Calhoun.

John Gallman
John Henry Gallman, 61, of Calhoun, died 

Wednesday, Dec. 16, 2020. He was born on Feb. 22, 
1959 in Gordon County to the late John Gallman and 
Viola Lance.

He is survived by his siblings, Danny Callahan 
and Lucille Burchfield; other survivors include 
Barbara Sullivan and Johnny Howell.

To honor his wishes his body was cremated and 
the family had a memorial service Monday, Dec. 21, 
2020 at 1 p.m. from the Chapel of Max Brannon and 
Sons Funeral Home.

To leave condolences and sign the online guest 
book please go to, www.maxbrannonandsons.com

The Brannon family and staff are honored to 
serve the family of John Henry Gallman.

Rebecca Hilley
Mrs. Rebecca Hilley, age 55, of Resaca, departed 

this life at her home on Saturday, Dec. 19, 2020. 
She was born April 13, 1965 in Calhoun. She was 
preceded in death by her, father, Bill Barnes, and 
brother, Butch Barnes.

She is survived by her husband, Rodney Hilley 
of the residence; mother, Brenda Barnes of Calhoun; 
sons and daughter-in-law, Dean Gordon, Rodney 
Hilley, Blake and Tiffany Hilley all of Dalton; 
sisters and brother-in-law, Patty and David Fuller of 
Resaca, Tammy Anthony of Calhoun; grandchildren, 
Seth Hilley, Brodey Hilley, Baylee Hilley, Kyra 
Hilley, Trinity Hilley, Riley Barton, Callie Young.

To celebrate her life, the family will receive 
friend at the Ponders Melrose Chapel on Saturday, 
Dec. 26, 2020 from 5 – 9 p.m. At her request she will 
be cremated following the visitation.   

Due to the National health crisis and the Covid-
19 virus, masks must be worn properly at all 
times and social distancing must be observed when 
visiting the funeral home.

Condolences may be expressed to the family at 
www.pondersfuneralhome.com.

Arrangements will be announced by, Ponders 
Melrose Chapel 138 Melrose Drive Dalton, GA 
30721, 706-226-4002

David Moss
Mr. David Lynn Moss, 

65, of Calhoun, passed 
peacefully surrounded by 
his loved ones Sunday, 
Dec. 20, 2020, at his 
residence.

Mr. Moss was born 
in Calhoun on May 11, 
1955, son of the late 
Doyle “W. D.” Moss 
and Audrey Morrison 
Moss. He was a member 
of Cedar Creek Baptist 
Church and Adairsville Masonic Lodge #168. Mr. 
Moss was a yarn dyer by trade but also a barber. 
He loved to fish, listen to classic rock, and play 
the guitar and the banjo. Most importantly he loved 
playing and hanging out with his kids and grandkids 
whom lovingly called him “Gan Gan” 

David was preceded in death by his parents; 
brothers, Darren ‘Dude” Moss and Merle “T.T.” 
Moss.

He is survived by his loving wife of 41 years, 
Pat Wyatt Moss; children, Amy (Jeff) Hughes, 
James (Jimi) Moss; grandchildren, Kaitlyn (Aaron) 
Lamb, Jesse Moss, Olivia and Emeri Hughes; great 
grandson, Eric James Ray Lamb or “Rock Crusher” 
as Gan Gan liked to call him; sister, Laurie Moss 
Faw; brother, Kirt (Cindy) Moss; sisters-in-law, 
Ann (David) Edwards and Nettie Bowling niece, 
Kelly(James) McFadden and several nephews.

Funeral service will be held Wednesday, Dec. 23, 
2020, at 2 p.m. from the chapel of Barton Funeral 
Home with Rev. Gregg Free officiating. Interment 
will follow in Hayes Cemetery, Folsom Community. 
The family will receive friends Wednesday from 

12 – 2 p.m. at Barton Funeral Home. Pallbearers 
will include James McFadden, Rocky Bennett, 
Keith Johnson, Drew Moss, Justin Moss, and Ricky 
Hutchins.

Family and friends attending services will be 
required to wear face mask and observe social 
distancing. 

R. Dudley Barton & Son Funeral Home, 
Adairsville, is in charge of arrangements for Mr. 
David Lynn Moss.

Lanny Shaw
Lanny Shaw, age 65, of Fairmount, passed away 

on Tuesday, Dec. 15, 2020.
Lanny was born on Jan. 4, 1955 in Georgia to 

the late Charles Shaw and Eunice Green Shaw. 
In addition to his parents, Lanny is also preceded 
in death by his step-son, Michael Nation. He was 
employed by Basic Ready Mix.

Lanny is survived by: his wife, Lisa Smith Shaw; 
step-son, Terry Lee Russell; two sisters, Charlene 
Black and Darlene Strickland; and grandchildren, 
Brody Russell, McKinsey Nation, and Bray Russell.

A celebration of life was conducted on Saturday, 
Dec. 19 from the Chapel of Thomas Funeral Home 
with Reverend Wade Quarles officiating.

You may leave the family online condolences at 
www.thomasfuneralhomecalhoun.com

Thomas Funeral Home has proudly been entrusted 
with the care of Lanny Shaw.

Nellie Silvers
Mrs. Nellie Ruth 

Tatum Silvers, 86, of 
Ranger, passed away at 
her residence on Saturday, 
Dec. 19, 2020.

Mrs. Silvers was born 
in Pickens County on Oct. 
28, 1934, daughter of the 
late Leon and Wincie 
Pauline Wyatt Tatum. In 
addition to her parents, 
she was preceded in death 
by her husband, Lester 
Eugene Silvers. 

In addition to being a homemaker, prior to 
retirement, she was employed by the Gordon County 
School System at Fairmount Elementary School and 
had served as a substitute teacher, library aide and 
lunchroom worker. She was a devout Christian and 
was a faithful member of Fairview Church of God.

Survivors include her daughters, Wanda (Harrison) 
Parker of Chatsworth, Sheri (Michael) Ponders of 
Chatsworth, Cindy (John) Howard of Richmond Hill 
and Christie (Larry) Temples of Ranger; son, Michael 
Silvers of Ranger; sisters, Willene Young and Marcelle 
(Johnny) Elrod; brothers, James (Sandra) Tatum, 
Gordon (Dolly) Tatum, Ed (Stella) Tatum, Leonard 
(Judy) Tatum, David (Paula) Tatum and Tony (Judy) 
Tatum. Eight grandchildren, ten great grandchildren, 
nieces, nephews and other relatives also survive.

Funeral services for Mrs. Nellie Ruth Tatum 
Silvers will be held Wednesday, Dec. 23, 2020 at 4 
p.m. from Fairview Church of God with Rev. Terry 
Jones, Rev. Eddie Umbehant officiating. Burial will 
follow in the Church cemetery with Rev. Johnny 
Parker officiating.

The family will receive friends Wednesday, Dec. 
23 between the hours of 11 a.m. and 4 p.m. at 
Fairview Church of God, 3050 Taylor Town Road 
NE, Ranger, Georgia 30734.

Online condolences may be expressed and the 
guest book signed at www.maxbrannonandsons.com.

The Brannon family and staff are honored to serve 
the family of Nellie Ruth Tatum Silvers of Ranger.
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-Calhoun AA Group meetings. Monday, Wednesday 
and Saturday from 7 - 8 p.m.; Tuesday and Thursday 
from 12 - 1 p.m. and Sunday 9:30 - 10:30 a.m. Located at 
318 North River Street, Calhoun, GA, 30701.

-Families Anonymous is a 12-step program, for those 
concerned about drug abuse and behavior problems 
of a relative or friend. Completely anonymous, non 
professional, and non religious. No dues, no fees. Not 
connected with any hospital or agency. Located on Red 
Bud Road in plaza below Fitness First, next to Calhoun 
Counseling Center (Dr. Bledsoe’s office). Meeting every 
Thursday 7 - 8 p.m. Call 770-548-7849 for more information.

-The Life Choice Hospice Bereavement Support 
Group will be meeting the 2nd Tuesday of each month. 
The support group is open to anyone in the community 
who would like to attend. The office and support group are 
located at 189 Professional Court, Suite 300, Calhoun. For 
Information, contact Jennifer at 706-602-9001.

-BONDAGE BREAKERS - Breaking the chains of 
addiction one soul at a time. Every Thursday night at 7 
p.m. at Crane Eater Community Church, located at 3168 
Red Bud Rd Calhoun, GA 30701.

-The Georgia Chapter of the Alzheimer’s Association 
is sponsoring a monthly support group at Morning 
Pointe Assisted Living, 660 Jolly Road, on the third 
Tuesday of each month at 6 p.m. For more information 
or directions, call Mary Braden at 770-548-4683 or Karen 
Parrott at 706-346-5220. 

Support Groups

Barton Funeral Home
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GIVE EVERYONE A TELESCOPE THIS CHRISTMAS

Christmas certainly is 
a season of giving. We 
see this more clearly as 

we come into adulthood. 
From an early age, 

we have all been given 
the expectation of 
receiving gifts. There’s 
certainly nothing wrong 
with receiving gifts. The 
first gift that I remember 
receiving as a child was 
a stuffed skunk. If you 
wound it up, it would 
play music. To this day 
I don’t know why my 
parents decided on a 
skunk, but it was the 
perfect gift. I played and 
slept with that thing up 
until time to move into 
the dorms at college. Just 
kidding about that part, 
however, it was a gift 
that I was very fond of. 

Over the years 
our interests, and 
expectations, grew just 
like we did. We moved 
up to Big Wheels, 
Bicycles, Video Games 
and whatever else we 
could pick out from the 
Sears Catalog.

Of course the greatest 
gift was the gift of Christ. 
“For God so loved the 
world, that he GAVE he 
gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should 
not perish, but have 
everlasting life.” Eternal 
life is a gift that only 
God himself can give. 
Anything else compared 
to the gift of Salvation is 

pointless.
One gift that I don’t 

remember making onto 
my list to Santa was that 
of a telescope. That’s 
probably because I never 
took much interest in 
science. Telescopes are 
impressive instruments 
that date back as far as 
1608, in the Netherlands. 
Galileo became the 
first person to point a 
telescope upward into 
the sky to observe the 
moon, stars and such. 
The uses became widely 
spread. I myself think 
of ships on the sea using 
them to see and identify 
other objects ahead of, 
or behind, them. The 

purpose of telescopes 
is simply this- to bring 
objects of a faraway 
distance into view.

In Philippians 1:21, 
Paul wrote the words 
“For to me to live is 
Christ, and to die is 
gain.” The Apostle was 
making it clear that, at 
least for him, this life is 
not about stuff. The part, 
“to die is gain,” is pretty 
simple to understand. 
After all, who honestly 
doesn’t want an eternity 
in Heaven? But what 
about, “to live is Christ?”

Warren Weirsbe 
writes some of my 
favor i t e  b ib l i ca l 
commentary. In talking 

about this verse, Warren 
asked the question, 
“What is bigger, a star or 
a telescope?” The answer 
is obvious. I read in a 
devotion recently that to 
many people, Jesus is like 
a star. He’s pretty much a 
distant figure of history. 
“To live is Christ” means 
that Christians are to be a 
telescope, bringing God 
closer to people who 
have only considered 
Him from a distance. 
This, my friends is the 
point of seeing Jesus in 
us. 

Do they? Give 
everyone a telescope this 
Christmas. 

Be Blessed.

Randy Muse
Antioch Baptist Church 

Youth Minister
rmuse1@yahoo.com
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ONGOING 
-Philadelphia Christian School is 

located off Highway 41 between Calhoun 
and Adairsville. The school offers 4-year-old 
kindergarten through 12th grade, using the 
A-Beka curriculum. To find out more about 
the school, call the office at 706-625-3233.

-Faith Deliverance Ministry and 
Outreach will be taking donations of clothes, 
shoes, also all house hold items to help needy 
families. Call Minister Evelyn Adams at 706-
671-7988. 

-Celebrate Recovery, a faith based 
12-step program, meets every Tuesday at 
6 p.m. at Relevate Church in Ranger off 
411. Call Nicole for information: 706-979-
4713/706-290-8028.

-East Calhoun Church of God, at 401 
Peters Street, gives out groceries and clothing 
through the “Feed the Needy” ministry each 
Saturday from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. The 
church hosts a miracle healing service every 
first Friday at 7 p.m. For more information, 
contact “Feed the Needy” ministry director 
Florence Jones at 706-409-1981. Senior pastor 
is Keith Reid. 

CHURCH DIRECTORY
Fairmount United Methodist Church-

Loving One Another To Christ. Sunday 
School at 10 a.m.; Worship Service at 
11 a.m. Children’s Church provided. New 
Minister now Leading. New programs and 
community outreach coming soon.

-Pastor Terry Reisner invites everyone 
to the Vision Pentecostal Ministry located at 
401 South Wall Street in Calhoun. Come hear 
the truth of God’s Word Sundays at 11 a.m.

--Pine Chapel United Methodist 
Church, located at 2232 Pine Chapel Road 
in Resaca, “A place to begin, belong and 
become.” Sunday School, 10:15 a.m.; Worship, 
11 a.m. Pastor Louise W. Elmore.

-Resaca Assembly of God, located at 
904 Resaca Lafayette Rd NW, would like 
to welcome everyone to please come and join 
in worship and meet our Pastor Steve Burns 
and his lovely wife Cathy. Sunday school at 
10 a.m., worship service on Sunday at 11 a.m. 
and 6 p.m.. Everyone is invited.

-Calhoun First United Methodist 
Church Sunday Worship times: 9:00 a.m., 
traditional worship; 10 a.m., Sunday school; 
11 a.m., contemporary service (in the CAC). 
Calhoun First UMC is located at 205 East 
Line Street in downtown Calhoun.

-First Presbyterian Church, located 
at 829 Red Bud Road N.E. in Calhoun. 
Pastor David McDonald invites you to join 
us on Sunday for Sunday School at 9:45 a.m., 
Worship Service at 11 a.m., and Bible Study 
Class Tuesday 10 a.m.

-Oakman Baptist Church located 
at 397 Oakman Rd. Oakman, Georgia, 

has Sunday school at 10 a.m. Covered dish 
dinner every third Sunday following worship. 
Everyone is invited!

-Damascus Baptist Church, located 
on North Highway 41 in Calhoun, Sunday 
School at 10 a.m. Sunday worship at 11 a.m. 
and Sunday night at 6 p.m.

-Old Sugar Valley United Methodist 
Church located at 2659 Old Rome Dalton 
Road in Calhoun has Breakfast Social at 
9:30 am every Sunday. The church history is 
colorful, dating back to the Civil War, small 
cozy country church nothing fancy! Come 
join us!

-Faith Deliverance Ministry and 
Outreach with Evelyn M. Adams, Minister 
has been ordained as a Minister of the Gospel 
since 1972. Call anytime to come minister to 
your church of place or event at 706-337-3241. 
24-hour prayer line at 706-671-7988. Send all 
prayer requests to P.O Box 394, Fairmount 
GA, 30139. 

-Pleasant Valley Baptist Church is a 
Bible believing & teaching church located 
in the Red Bud Community. Pastor Keith 
Gibson and the congregation invite you to 
come and worship with us at 3882 Red Bud 
Rd., Calhoun. Opportunities for worship: Bible 
Study for all ages 10 a.m., Children’s Church 
up to 5th grade 11a.m., Worship service 11 
a.m. Wednesday night service times Prayer 
Bible Study and Student Ministries 7 p.m. 
706-624-0198, Find us on Facebook or email 
pvbccalhoun@gmail.com

-Maranatha Baptist Church on Hwy 
225 across from paradise Drag Strip, 
Calhoun would like to invite you to attend our 
services for Sunday School starting at 10 a.m., 
Worship Service at 10:45 a.m. Wednesday 
Night Services are at 7 p.m. Everyone is 
Welcome. Pastor Richard Webster.

-Evangelistic Outreach Ministries on 
1590 Dews Pond Road. Pastor Mark Kirby 
invites everyone to Fellowship and Worship 
with us. Children’s Church on Sunday 
Services starts at 11:00am Childrens Church 
starts at 11:30am. Wednesday nights Bible 
Study 7:00pm-8:00pm. Come out and see 
what the Lord is doing!

-The College Street Church of God, 
731 College St., Calhoun, 706-483-3666, 
pastor Dewayne Smith, holds weekly 
services: Sunday school at 10 a.m., Sunday; 
morning worship at 11 a.m., Sunday; Sunday 
night service at 6 p.m.; and Bible study on 
Wednesday at 7 p.m.

-Victory Fellowship Center, 925 
Oothcalooga St., invites you to weekly 
worship services held at 11 a.m. every Sunday 
morning. Pastor Joe Stewart and the VFC 
family also invite everyone to join each 
Wednesday at noon and 7:30 p.m. for anointed 
and enlightening Bible studies. If you are 
looking to grow in your understanding of 
God’s plan for your life and gain greater 
insight of the life changing power of His word, 

come and join us as we study the word.
-Boone Ford Baptist Church invites 

you to attend its services for Sunday School 
starting at 10 a.m. and Worship services at 11 
a.m. every Sunday.  Sunday night services are 
at 6 p.m. on the first and third Sunday night 
of each month.  Wednesday night services 
start at 7:30 p.m.  Everyone welcome.  Gary 
Quarles, pastor.

-Pleasant Hill Baptist Church and 
Pastor David Peeler invite everyone to 
attend weekly services. Sunday School 
begins at 10 a.m. and worship at 11 a.m. 
Sunday evening activities and discipleship 
training begin at 6 p.m., and children’s and 
youth programs at 7 p.m. Wednesday service 
begins at 7 p.m., along with Bible study 
programs for children and youth.

-Pastor Steve Corbin invites everyone 
to regular services at New Zion Baptist 
Church. Sunday School is at 10 a.m., worship 
service at 11 a.m. and Sunday night service at 
6:30 p.m. Wednesday night Bible study is at 
7:15 a.m. Everyone is welcome.

-Greater Mt. Tabor Baptist Church, 
259 Herring Road, NW, Armuchee, invites 
you to come worship and fellowship with 
us on Sunday morning at 11 a.m. Pastor 
Reginald McDaniel and Church Family also 
welcome you to attend Mid-Week Bible 
Study, Wednesday evening at 6 p.m. and 
Sunday School at 10 a..m..  We are a church 
on the move for Christ, come share with us as 
we grow in the Word of God.

-Resaca First Baptist Church and 
Pastor Rev. Harold Blackstock would like 
to invite you to attend our Sunday School at 
10 a.m. and worship at 11 a.m. Sunday night 
service is at 6 p.m. Wednesday night service 
at 6 p.m. for children and youth.

-Liberty Baptist Church Pastor Gene 
Ratcliff invites everyone to church services 
in Ranger; service times are 10 a.m. Sunday 
School, 11 a.m. Sunday worship and 7 p.m. 
Wednesday worship.

-Brother Joe Hall and the congregation 
of Ranger Baptist invite everyone to its 
regular services on Sunday morning. 
Sunday School begins at 10 a.m. Worship is 
Wednesday night with dinner at 6:30 p.m. and 
Bible study at 7 p.m. For more information, 
call 706-629-3425.

-Oak Grove Baptist Church of 
Adairsville is located at 997 Brownlee 
Mountain Road S.W. Service times are 
Sunday school 9:45 a.m., with worship at 11 
a.m. and 6 p.m. on Sunday and 7 p.m. on 
Wednesday. Pastor: Roger Fisher.

-Fellowship Baptist Church of Plainville 
will hold a Brotherhood Breakfast on the 

second Sunday of each month at 8 a.m. 
-Hope in Christ Ministries, 306 Peters 

St., is holding services every Sunday 
morning. Adult Bible Study starts at 10 
a.m. with praise/worship service at 11 a.m. 
Bishop W. S. (Billy) Weems is the pastor. 
Rev. Earnest Diamond Jr. is assistant pastor. 
For more information, call the church at 706-
602-2433.

-Talking Rock Creek Chapel has a new 
pastor, the Pastor Donald Broaehurst and 
family. Service times are 9 a.m. for Sunday 
school and Children’s Church and 10 a.m. and 
7 p.m. on Wednesday. For more information, 
call 706-669-0854.

-Rev. Israel and Bishop Rita Partin 
Spaulding will host a Gathering of Eagles 
Revival Service each Saturday night at 
6:30.These meetings are designed for those 
individuals who have a desire to go higher 
in God. Come expecting your breakthrough. 
The location is 799 Pine Street in the Church 
of God in Christ building. Rev. Israel and 
Bishop Rita are International Speakers with 
a Life Changing Word. For more information 
please call 423-883-3138.

-Philadelphia Baptist Church operates 
North Georgia Baptist College and is registering 
students. It is a local church ministry designed 
to prepare men and women for serving 
the Lord. It will provide basic training for 
preachers, Sunday school teachers, Christian 
schoolteachers, evangelists and missionaries. 
For more information call the church office at 
706-625-3233 or visit the college’s web site at 
www.northgabaptistcollege.com. 

-Calhoun Church of Jesus Christ, 
located at the corner of Damascus Road 
and Pine Drive, invites everyone to attend 
their weekly services. Sunday services take 
place at 10:30 a.m. and 6 p.m. Wednesday’s 
service is at 7 p.m. The church’s pastor is 
Joshua Maddox and assistant pastor is Hunter 
Quarles. 

-Big Springs Baptist Church, 3326 Dews 
Pond Road SE, Calhoun, invites families 
and individuals from all walks of life to attend 
their services (casual dress). The worship 
service includes contemporary music along 
with traditional hymns and Southern Gospel. 
Children’s Church is provided for ages K- 
3rd grade and nursery for babies – pre-k. 
Service times: Sunday mornings: fellowship 
breakfast, 9:15-9:30 a.m.; Bible study (all 
ages) 9:45 a.m., worship 10:45 a.m. Evening 
worship 6:30 p.m. Wednesday evenings 6:30 
p.m. For more information on the church you 
may contact Rev. Tommy Phillips at 678-986-
7404.

The Basement to host 
Eric Gilmour Jan. 15-16

Get ready family for Friday, Jan. 
15, 2021 and Saturday, Jan. 16, 2021 
as The Basement hosts guest speaker 
and musical artist Eric Gilmour. 

Gilmour is an author, itinerant 
minister and musician, seeking 
to bring the Church into a deeper 
experience of Jesus. He believes that 
experiencing God at all times is the 
very source of the authentic Christian 
life. Gilmour has written multiple 
dozens of books, released countless 
songs and shared hundreds of videos 
on YouTube which have challenged 
innumerable believers to seek and 
find Jesus through continual rest in 
His presence. 

Doors will open at 6 p.m. and 
ALL are welcome. The Basement is 
located at 903D South Wall Street 

Calhoun. Make sure you invite family 
and friends and pack the house for an 
amazing night of worship and Gods 
presence.

STAFF REPORTS

Church Calendar
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CASH FLOW WITH JOE: Make a life, not just a living

I had a very spiritual 
moment recently as I was 
out door knocking. I found 
myself on a little country 
road in Adairsville named 
Hall Station; it’s the road 
you take to get to Barnsley 

Gardens. Way down on 
Hall Station, almost to 
Kingston, there’s a pull-
off on the west side of 
the road where kids go to 
jump off the rope swing 
into Connesena Creek.

For the people of 
Bartow County, this spot 
is known for how cold 
the water is; but for Joey, 
it holds a warm place in 
my heart. You see, this is 
where, in my adulthood, 
I asked Yahweh to wash 
me clean.

Needless to say, that 
water was frigid, but 
when I emerged from it, 
I was on fire – and I’d 
never felt more alive.

I hadn’t been to 
that spot in more than 
a decade, but something 
in my being told me to 
disregard the promptings 
of the GPS lady’s voice 

and at least drive by 
where I’d been made a 
new creature.

I decided to park on the 
side of the road and make 
my way down the bank 
to the swimming hole. 
I noticed someone had 
thought to put astroturf on 
the launching pad where 
the swing is so swimmers 
won’t get so muddy as 
they jumped off.

It was warm. Across 
the creek there was a field 
where the new grass and 
daffodils were swaying in 
the breeze. The sun’s rays 
were cascading through 
the gothic-looking pin 
oaks. And as I reminisced 
about those old familiar 
emotions and took in the 
beauty, I knelt down on 
that astroturf and thanked 
my Father in Heaven for 
this wonderful experience.

I got back into my truck 
and let the GPS lead me 
back to my door-knocking 
route. The next right was 
Old Hall Station Rd. As 
I rounded the curve, I 
noticed a farm on the left. 
It had a pond in the front 
yard with an old boat 
next to it. This caught my 
attention because it was 
out of place. The grounds 
were well maintained, 
and this boat looked like 
something Hemmingway 
would’ve written about.

I thought to myself that 
being a farmer looked like 
a lot of work. There were 
at least 10 acres of well-
manicured yard there, and 
that didn’t include any of 
the pasture.

The log-sided house 
was well kept with a large 
barn on the right that 
matched its style. Parked 

in the middle of the barn 
was another boat. This 
one, however, was on a 
trailer, and you could tell 
it was taken out regularly.

As I saw all this, I 
wondered how in the 
world the farmer had 
time to take the boat out 
while keeping the grounds 
maintained and running 
the farm. Then it dawned 
on me: they made time 
for it.

I think something we 
as investors and business 
owners forget is to make 
time to enjoy life. I think 
we get so caught up 
in doing tasks that we 
become human doings and 
forget that we’re created 
to be human beings.

This is something I’m 
guilty of. I get caught up 
in all the day-to-day tasks 
associated with finding 

the next deal, running 
rehabs and dealing with 
the rental properties. I 
have wonderful a wife 
and two babies at home, 
however. And they 
deserve to experience life 
with a spouse and dad 
who’s dedicated to being 
there with them doing the 
things that make a life – 
not just a living.

I’m thankful Yahweh 
pulled me off my door-
knocking route and put 
me in a place and mindset 
where I could hear this 
message. I hope you’re 
where you can hear it too.

Joe and Ashley English 
buy houses and mobile 
homes in Northwest 
Georgia. For more 
information or to ask 
a question, go to www.
cashflowwithjoe.com or 
call Joe at 678-986-6813.

Joe & Ashley English
Owners of Focus 

Property Solutions, LLC
focuspropertysolutionsllc 

@gmail.com

FINANCIAL FOCUS: Investment Lessons from 2020

As the year draws to 
a close, it’s fair to say 
that we’ve all learned 
something about the social, 
political, physical and 
environmental forces that 
have affected everyone. 
And, in some ways, our 

lives will be changed, 
perhaps permanently. 
But as an investor, what 
lessons can you learn from 
2020? 

Here are some to 
consider:

• The markets look 
ahead. Here’s something 
many investors discovered 
in 2020: Investment prices 
don’t always move in 
the same direction as the 
overall economy. This 
might not have seemed 
apparent right after the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
struck in mid-February, as 
the overall economy and 
the stock market took big 
hits. But just about five 
weeks later, the markets 
began a rally that lasted 
several months. During 
this time, the economy 
also recovered somewhat, 

but still remains on weak 
footing. 

What can explain this 
discrepancy between the 
markets and economic 
activity? Essentially, 
economic numbers, such 
as the unemployment 
rate and gross domestic 
product (GDP), reflect 
what’s happening today, 
but the markets are always 
looking toward tomorrow, 
which means they are 
anticipating a stronger 
economic recovery and the 
results that come with it, 
such as greater corporate 
earnings in 2021. No one 
can say for sure what 
the future holds, but you 
can usually know the 
market’s opinion by its 
performance. 

• Opportunities will 
always exist for investors. 

Although the coronavirus 
seems unprecedented, 
the equity markets have 
rebounded from many 
crises before it. From 
war to global financial 
meltdowns, the market has 
seen it all. But even at 
the height of these events, 
when the markets might be 
most affected, individual 
segments or industries can 
do well. 

For example, in the 
current environment, 
when many people have 
been forced to work and 
shop from home, and 
get their entertainment 
online, it’s probably not 
surprising that some parts 
of the technology sector 
have seen their economic 
activity grow, along with 
their stock prices. Here’s 
the key point: Investment 

opportunities always exist, 
especially in times of 
market stress – and smart 
investors will find them 
and incorporate them into 
their portfolios in a way 
that’s appropriate for their 
goals and risk tolerance.  

• Patience and discipline 
can pay dividends. As 
mentioned above, the stock 
market dropped sharply in 
the weeks immediately 
following the pandemic, 
but then gained steadily 
for months afterward. 
Investors who tried to 
“cut losses” and exited the 
market likely did so at the 
wrong time and missed 
out on the beginning of 
the upturn. Unfortunately, 
this is not uncommon – 
investors who overreact 
to market declines often 
find themselves on the 

investment sidelines just 
when a new rally begins. 
Rather than being reactive 
in this way, you may be 
better off sticking with 
a long-term investment 
strategy, and buying and 
selling investments only 
when it makes sense for 
your situation, such as 
when you need to diversify 
your portfolio. 

For many reasons, 
it’s unlikely that we’ll 
see anything exactly like 
2020 again. But some of 
the investment lessons 
we learned are applicable 
in every year – so keep 
them in mind for 2021 and 
beyond. 

This article was written 
by Edward Jones for use by 
your local Edward Jones 
Financial Advisor. Edward 
Jones, Member SIPC

Dewayne Bowen
Financial Advisor  
at Edward Jones
dewayne.bowen@
edwardjones.com

FINANCE
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Home Vegetable Gardening Considerations

Yes, I am fully aware 
that we are in winter. 
The ground is cold and 
damp, but this can be a 
great time for vegetable 
gardeners to plan for 
2021 gardening success. 

Most folks have 
heard the phrase, “The 
early bird catches the 
worm.” I think that same 
phrase can be related to 
vegetable gardening.

Preparation out of 
season can be a key to 
having success when 
the spring and summer 
vegetable growing 
season is here. You want 
all of the planning to be 
done when it is time to 
get to work in the garden 
spot. 

Today, I will be 
sharing information from 
UGA publication by 
Bob Westerfield, UGA 
Extension Horticulturist 
and David Linvill, UGA 
Extension Agent.

For starters, this 
article may be one where 
I try to get you thinking 
and have you answer 
questions on the current 
status of your garden 
spot. You may have to go 
back into your memory 
bank on how the growing 
season went in 2020. I 
think the first point to 
consider is the actual 
vegetable garden site.

Where is the garden 
area in the landscape? It 
does not matter if you are 
growing in raised beds 
or in the actual ground. 
Where the garden is 
located is a big key in 
your success or failure. 

Does the area provide 
at least 8 to 10 hours of 
sunlight in the growing 
season per day? You 
do not want to grow 
vegetables in shade. 
Sunlight is needed for 
growth and will help dry 
plant foliage after a rain. 

How close is your 
garden to a clean water 
source? It is suggested 
to have the garden close 
enough to the house so 
you can provide clean 
water in times you need 
to irrigate. 

How well-draining is 
the area of excess water? 
Overall 2020 was a wet 
year. You should know 
by now if your garden 
area drains water well 
after rain events.

How much do you 

have to battle weeds such 
as nutsedge and bermuda 
grass? Ideally, you pick a 
garden spot that is fairly 
weed free in the first 
place.

My daughters have 
always played basketball. 
For them there is never 
an off season. They 
will be either playing 
on a school team, travel 
team or doing their own 
workouts all year. This 
can relate to successful 
vegetable gardeners, 
because they are always 
doing something in 
the garden spot. In the 
non-growing season, 
a gardener may plant a 
cover crop to help the 
soil. They also may take 
the time to repair or 
replace tools or they may 
be getting equipment 
such as garden tillers 
serviced or repaired. 

When March and 
April gets here, it is not 
the time to remember the 
tiller needs work or you 
need to replace a broken 
handle on a garden tool. 
Find the time now to get 
those needed tools and 
other equipment ready to 
go for spring.

 Do you keep planting 
charts or make notes on 
what you planted the 
year before? Keeping 
records of where you 
planted garden types or 
varieties may help you in 
crop rotation decisions. 

Also, you can keep 
records of varieties that 
worked well for you and 
maybe some that you do 
not want to plant in the 
future. 

Our information 
suggests to plan your 
garden on paper before 
ordering seed. Also, if the 
garden area is small, you 
may want to select crops 
that you like more and 
even consider using some 
of the dwarf compact 
varieties that can give 
you the production you 
want on a few plants. 
You may want to plan to 
plant another in-season 
crop soon after the last 
harvest is completed in 
your garden area. 

Our information 
also adds that you may 
want to plant your tall 
growing plants together 
on the north or west side 
of the garden so they 
will not shade out the 
lower growing vegetable 
plants.

When is the last time 
you conducted a soil 
test on your vegetable 
garden area? For some 
the answer will be not 
in a long time or never. 
There really is no reason 
to not take a soil sample. 

First, sending a 
properly taken soil 
sample to the UGA Soil 
Test Lab is economical. 
It will cost you $9 
including postage.

We can send you 
a very easy to follow 
soil sampling two-page 
circular by email or 
mail that will go over 
the procedure. The 
circular will even have 
simple sample collection 
diagrams. 

When you collect 
and dry the needed 
sample, you will bring 
the sample to us and we 
will take it from there. 
Results should come 
back in 5 to 6 working 
days. Why guess on the 
liming and fertilizing 
of your garden? A soil 
test will give accurate 
recommendations if 
you take the samples 
correctly. Providing lime 
at the recommended rate 
and also using the right 
type and rate of fertilizer 
can be a big key in having 
gardening success.

 How do you irrigate 
your vegetable garden? 
In our part of the world, 
there is a lot of heat, 
humidity and disease 
pathogens already in 
place. If you irrigate 
improperly, you may add 
the last key ingredient 
to get disease started 
in your garden. I know 
using a sprinkler to 
irrigate the garden can 
be easy, cheap and quick. 
It can also cause you 
problems if you irrigate 
with a sprinkler at the 
wrong time a of day. 

In theory, we want 
to keep the foliage of 
vegetable plants dry. 
Sure, we get rainfall 
and dew will set in the 
evenings, but using 
sprinklers to irrigate at 
the wrong time of day 
can be problematic. It 
is much more efficient 
and better to irrigate 
with soaker hoses or 
irrigation tape. This will 
apply water to the plant 
roots and will help keep 
plant foliage dry. You 
will lose less water to 
evaporation with soaker 
hoses or irrigation tape 
and may cut down on 
disease issues. 

If you must use a 
sprinkler, try to do so 
early in the morning 
so the sunshine can 
start drying the foliage 
sooner. Using a sprinkler 
later in the afternoon can  
extend the amount of 
time foliage is wet and 
can cause more chances 
of disease establishment. 
In fact, if you wet the 
foliage in mid-afternoon, 
the foliage may not 
actually dry till the next 
day. You may be able 
to find some deals on 
soaker hoses or irrigation 
tape this time of year. 

For more information, 
contact UGA Extension- 
Gordon County at 706-
629-8685 or email 
gbowman@uga.edu

Greg Bowman
Gordon County 
Extension Agent

gbowman@uga.edu

GORDON GROWN
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HEALTH NEWS

It almost goes without 
saying that a year-end 
review of 2020 will 
include COVID-19. 
Indeed, the pandemic 
caused unprecedented 
disruption to our 
organization – as it did 
to the communities we 
serve – and managing 
it required a coordinated 
a l l - h a n d s - o n - d e c k 
response, as well as 
vigilance and creativity. 

As a community 
service board (CSB), 
state leaders deemed 
Highland Rivers Health 
– and all Georgia CSBs 
– an essential service. 
I couldn’t agree more. 
CSBs are the state’s 
behavioral health safety 
net, providing treatment 

and recovery services 
to individuals who are 
low-income, uninsured 
or underinsured for 
mental health challenges, 
substance use disorders, 
and  i n t e l l e c tua l 
and developmental 
disabilities.  

Without  CSBs, 
many of Georgia’s most 
vulnerable ci t izens 
would not have access 
to behavioral health 
services, even as 
COVID-19 has caused 
anxiety, isolation, and 
in too many cases, 
death and grief. There 
has rarely been a time 
when behavioral health 
services have been more 
essential – and they will 
continue to be for the 
foreseeable future.

Toward that end, 
Highland Rivers Health 
made numerous changes 
to our operations so 
we could continue to 
meet the needs of our 
communities while also 
ensuring the safety of 
the individuals who rely 
on us. For example, our 
agency:

• Created an 
internal COVID-19 
leadership group that met 
via conference call every 

morning and developed 
protocols for screening 
all individuals and staff. 
We quickly sourced 
personal protective 
equipment (PPE) to 
distribute throughout 
agency facilities.

• Created and 
implemented COVID-
19 plans in group 
homes for individuals 
with intellectual and 
developments disabilities 
(IDD) and sent training 
materials to all IDD host 
homes.

 • The Intensive 
Case Management 
team continued to meet 
with individuals in the 
community, with services 
delivered outdoors, 
in yards, in lobbies of 
apartments, in parks, 
etc., in order to maintain 
face-to-face meetings 
when possible.

• Highland Rivers 
staff donated more than 
1,000 of leave to an 
agency ‘leave bank’ for 
coworkers who had to 
miss work due to illness 
or quarantine.

• Our Information 
Technology department 
worked to enhance 
network broadband 
capacity to support an 

unprecedented shift 
to online operations 
and increased use of 
telehealth services.

But inasmuch as 
COVID-19 was a 
priority, our agency also 
continued to innovate, 
form new partnerships 
and expand services in 
our communities. In 
2020, Highland Rivers:

• B e g a n  a 
partnership with Mercer 
University with a 
planning grant from the 
Health Resources and 
Services Administration 
to address the opioid 
crisis in four counties 
served by Highland 
Rivers (Gordon, Polk, 
Fannin and Gilmer).  

• The Assertive 
Community Treatment 
team developed a “mobile 
clinic” using one of the 
agency’s passenger vans 
that was staffed with 
a driver, RN, clinician 
and psychiatrist, as well 
as PPE, to fully serve 
individuals in one stop.

• The Rome Crisis 
Unit affiliated with 
the Medical College 
of Georgia (northwest 
campus) so that 10 
medical students per 
year could complete their 

four-week psychiatry 
clerkship at the CSU. 

• Provided suicide 
prevention and post-
vention services to more 
than 2,400 youth ages 
10-24, and provided 
Question, Persuade, 
Refer (QPR) training 
to more than 600 
individuals. 

• Worked with 
agency’s  webs i te 
vendor to translate the 
Highland Rivers website 
into Spanish, with link 
to Spanish version 
available on the website 
homepage.

• S u c c e s s f u l l y 
managed the cash 
reserves and met accounts 
payable commitments 
despite a challenging 
cash position throughout 
the fiscal year.

• S t r e a m l i n e d 
the new employee 
onboarding process 
with implementation of 
DocuSign to allow for 
electronic processing of 
pre-employment and new 
hire paperwork. 

• I n c r e a s e d 
collaboration with Floyd 
County Jail mental health 
coordinator for increased 
jail transitions back into 
the community.

• Expanded our 
partnership with Pickens 
County Schools to make 
APEX services available 
in all Pickens schools. 

Of course, this 
list barely scratches 
the surface of all that 
happened, both related 
to COVID and in our 
‘regular ’ operations. 
Highland Rivers Health 
is proud to be part of 
so many outstanding 
communities in northwest 
Georgia, and we look 
forward to building on 
these achievements in 
2021.

Melanie Dallas is a 
licensed professional 
counselor and CEO 
of Highland Rivers 
Health, which provides 
treatment and recovery 
services for individuals 
with mental illness, 
substance use disorders, 
and  in t e l l ec tua l 
and developmental 
disabilities in a 12-county 
region of northwest 
Georgia that includes 
Bartow, Cherokee, Floyd, 
Fannin, Gilmer, Gordon, 
Haralson,  Murray, 
Paulding, Pickens, Polk 
and Whitfield counties.

2020 Year in review: partnerships, priorities and a pandemic

GEORGIA HEALTH NEWS  
Kids’ COVID cases rising; more vaccine on the way

Georgia’s recent spike in 
COVID-19 cases includes a 
comparable rise in the number 
of children getting the disease.

“These aren’t necessarily 
cases linked to a [school] 
setting, but rather cases 
among children who are in 
these age groups,’’ said Amber 
Schmidtke, who tracks 
Georgia COVID trends in the 
Daily Digest.

College-aged adult and 
young adults have a similar 
case rate increase over the past 
two weeks, Schmidtke said.

Children’s Healthcare of 
Atlanta has also experienced 
the rise in cases.

“We are currently 
caring for 16 children in our 
hospital system,’’ a Children’s 
spokeswoman, Allyson 
Wright, said Monday.

“The number of children 

in our care with COVID-19 
has fluctuated throughout the 
pandemic, but we are seeing 
an increase in numbers, likely 
due to holiday gatherings and 
travel,’’ Wright said.

Rates of illness and spread 
of the virus in children follow 
patterns like those of other age 
groups, she noted, although 
overall there is less severe 
illness and death among 
minors than among adults.

Very few deaths have 
occurred in the under-18 age 
group, according to state data.

Dr. Ben Spitalnick, a 
Savannah pediatrician, linked 
the increase in cases to the 
post-Thanksgiving effect.

“Unfortunately, it was 
just as expected, starting 
right about two weeks after 
Thanksgiving break,’’ he said 
Monday.

“In the youngest patients, 
the symptoms are usually 
minimal or none at all,’’ he 
said. “For our teens, we are 

seeing symptoms, generally 
cough and body aches, much 
like you would see with the 
flu. We expect this to only 
increase over the next few 
weeks, as a result of breaks 
from school leading to breaks 
from safe COVID practices.’’

Given the likelihood of 
more social gatherings and 
travel over the Christmas 
holidays, Spitalnick said, 
many pediatricians expect 
the surge after Christmas and 
New Year’s to be as big or 
bigger than the current one.

“Our teens are quite 
eager for social interaction, 
including large unmasked 
events for New Year’s Eve,’’ 
he added.

More vaccine headed 
here

 
The state’s first shipments 

of Moderna’s vaccine are 
expected to arrive Monday 
through Wednesday, 

consisting of 174,000 doses, 
all sent directly to medical 
providers, officials from the 
Georgia Department of Public 
Health said.

The FDA granted 
emergency use authorization 
to Moderna for its COVID-19 
vaccine Friday, making it the 
second such vaccine approved 
in the United States, after 
Pfizer’s.

The state already has 
received an allocation of the 
Pfizer vaccine, and Public 
Health said it’s expecting a 
second one — 60,000 doses 
— from the company this 
week. About 20,000 of those 
will be set aside for nursing 
homes to begin vaccination 
next week.

Most long-term care 
facilities in Georgia are 
working with CVS and 
Walgreens on administering 
the shots to residents and staff.

The 10,000 doses of 
vaccine remaining from 

the first Pfizer allocation of 
84,000 will arrive at Georgia 
facilities Monday, officials 
said..

There are more than 
537,000 health care workers 
in Georgia, and as of Friday, 
the state had received about 
72,000 doses of vaccine.

“With the expected 
Moderna shipment and 
second allocation of Pfizer 
vaccine, that number will 
more than quadruple over the 
next several days, providing 
greater access to vaccine for 
more healthcare workers and 
residents and staff of long-
term care facilities,’’ state 
officials said in a press release. 
“This will help ensure that 
vaccine is administered first to 
those health care workers in 
direct contact with COVID-
19 patients or those who 
handle COVID-19 materials.’’

Public Health said 
it’s launching a vaccine 
dashboard that will track the 

number of health providers 
enrolled to give vaccines, the 
allocations and shipments of 
vaccine from manufacturers, 
and doses administered.

The dashboard will reflect 
the previous day’s totals. It 
can be found on the DPH 
website at https://dph.georgia.
gov

Testing of a vaccine 
for U.S. teenagers could be 
complete by midyear, but the 
timing is so tight that many 
of them will probably still be 
unvaccinated when the fall 
2021 semester begins, the 
AJC reported.

Meanwhile, no vaccine 
studies for children of 
elementary school age have 
even begun in this country, so 
widespread immunization for 
that group is a distant prospect, 
the newspaper reported.

Andy Miller is the CEO 
and editor of Georgia Health 
News.

ANDY MILLER, 
Georgia Health News

Melanie Dallas
CEO - Highland Rivers
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The Hunt for Film: Top 
10 Christmas Movies 

I want to clarify why I 
will not be including The 
Nightmare Before Christmas 
on this list: it falls under the 
Halloween category for me 
mostly due to its aesthetic 
and artistic style, as well as 
its characters’ personalities 
and senses of humor. I’m very 
fond of the film and ranked 
it favorably on my Top 10 
Halloween Movies list, 
but it will not be appearing 
here simply due to personal 
preference.

#10 - The Santa 
Clause (1994)

One of the most nostalgic 
movies for me personally, 
this film as well as the Toy 
Story series began my love for 
Tim Allen’s comedic stylings. 
Containing a similar character 
arc to that of Ebenezer Scrooge, 
though not as extreme or 
emotionally compelling, Scott 
Calvin undergoes a significant 
physical and psychological 
transformation in this story as 
he rediscovers the magical joy 
of the Christmas season and 
his vital role in bringing that 
joy not only to all the children 
of the world, but particularly 
his own son. The Santa Clause 
quite a heartwarming father-
son story, and the conceptual 
idea of a man accidentally 
killing Santa and becoming 
contractually bound to replace 
him is just hilarious.

#9 - A Christmas Carol 
(2009)

Regardless of some 
childhood nostalgia, I’ve 
never been the biggest fan of 
Robert Zemeckis’ The Polar 
Express, but here he has vastly 
improved both his storytelling 
and motion-capture animation. 
This is one of my favorite 
versions of Charles Dickens’ 
short story, largely thanks 
to the casting of actors like 
Gary Oldman, Colin Firth, 
Cary Elwes, and of course 
Jim Carrey as Ebenezer 
Scrooge and the three ghosts 
of Christmas. The medium of 
CGI animation allows for more 
creative and visually striking 
decisions in the narrative, most 
of which work exceptionally 
well (my only nitpick is 
Scrooge being shrunk down 
in the Ghost of Christmas-
Yet-to-Come sequence). The 
performances are phenomenal, 
the animation is less creepy 
and more consistent than 
Zemeckis’ previous attempt, 
and it conveys the thematic 
message of A Christmas Carol 
just as well as any other 
adaptation but with an added 
layer of eerie, dark fun. I 
eagerly anticipate the day 
when awards voters recognize 
motion capture performances 
in the Acting categories… 
artists like Andy Serkis and 
Jim Carrey are long overdue.

#8 - Miracle on 34th 
Street (1947)

It took me far too long to 
finally watch this film, but 
I’ve finally seen it and can 
appreciate its position as a 
Christmas classic. Edmund 
Gwenn is marvelously suited 
for the character of Kris 
Kringle, bringing the cheery 
disposition one would expect 

from his character but also a 
surprising amount of serious 
depth with his concern over 
the integrity of the Santa 
Claus identity and the state 
of 20th century humanity’s 
moral compass. Maureen 
O’Hara and Natalie Wood are 
always enjoyable to see on 
screen, especially Wood who 
displays strong talent for a 
child actor. Carrying on the 
Christmas movie tradition of 
placing value on childhood 
innocence and discouraging 
the materialism and self-
seriousness practiced by 
modern adults, Miracle on 
34th Street is a humorous, 
surprisingly well-executed 
film that I’m certain to revisit 
for many Christmas seasons 
to come.

#7 - The Muppet 
Christmas Carol 

(1992)

Putting on the definitive 
version of A Christmas Carol, 
the Muppets almost always 
improve everything they touch 
(Muppet Treasure Island is 
an under-appreciated gem if I 
ever saw one). Michael Caine 
remains the best Scrooge ever, 
setting a high bar for other 
human actors in future Muppet 
movies like Tim Curry or Billy 
Connolly, by emphasizing the 
human emotions beneath the 
cold exterior of Ebenezer. 
The scenes where Scrooge 
observes his nephew Fred 
making a joke at his expense 
and where the name on the 
dreaded tombstone is revealed 
always nearly bring me to 
tears solely because of Caine’s 
performance, portraying all 
kinds of sadness and terror 
as he bears witness to the 
consequences of his actions. 
The music is also wonderful 
here, particularly in It Feels 
Like Christmas and Thankful 
Heart… though there are a few 
too many songs and not many 
are absolute jams, unlike the 
supreme soundtrack of Muppet 
Treasure Island… yep, this is 
just an ad for Muppet Treasure 
Island. Everyone knows The 
Muppet Christmas Carol 
is amazing, you don’t need 
me to tell you why. Now go 
watch Muppet Treasure Island 
instead, it deserves the love.

#6 - Klaus (2019)

This was an unexpected 
delight. Netflix deserved to 
win Best Animated Feature of 
2019 at the Oscars instead 
of the strange, thematically 
blasphemous Toy Story 4. This 
is a movie to watch with a 
fire burning with a blanket 
and cup of cocoa in hand as 
the animation and story are 
absolutely cozy to experience. 
The art style is very unique 
and lovely to watch, and the 
voice cast is very well-suited 
to their roles, particularly 
Jason Schwartzman and J.K. 
Simmons. Though the specifics 
of the plot aren’t anything 
new and daring, Klaus is a 
sweet adventure for the whole 
family.

#5 - How the Grinch 
Stole Christmas (1966)

The original short cartoon 
has yet to be topped by its 
remakes and retellings (I’ll 

admit I haven’t even bothered 
watching the new Illumination 
version from 2018). The 
voices of Boris Karloff and 
Thurl Ravenscroft are what 
elevate this project above 
your average, run-of-the-mill 
Dr. Seuss TV specials, with 
effective vocal performances 
for the Grinch himself as well 
as the singular best version 
of “You’re a Mean One, Mr. 
Grinch.” While I like revisiting 
the 2000 live action movie 
just to watch Jim Carrey do 
his thing, the original How 
the Grinch Stole Christmas 
remains unmatched in its brief, 
effective storytelling of the 
importance of Christmas and 
the evils of both materialism 
and prejudice.

#4 - Home Alone 
(1990)

Probably the best movie 
that hit-or-miss director Chris 
Columbus has ever made, 
everyone loves this classic. 
I’m not as big of a fan of 
the sequel, but it doesn’t 
tarnish the hilarity and heart 
of this original icon of pop 
culture. The writing is pure 
John Hughes as Macaulay 
Culkin channels some serious 
Matthew Broderick energy in 
his mannerisms and humor, 
but the true saviors of this film 
are Joe Pesci and Daniel Stern, 
one of the most unexpectedly 
amazing comedic duos of all 
time. And go figure, John 
Williams turns in another 
beautiful musical score. 
Packed with quotable lines, 
painfully hilarious action 
sequences, and a warm heart, 
Home Alone is an endlessly 
rewatch able comedy for the 
ages.

#3 - National 
Lampoon’s Christmas 

Vacation (1989)

One of the most consistently 
funny comedies ever put to 
screen, this is considered the 
best of the Vacation series 
for good reason as it features 
top tier running gags, clever 
dialogue, shock value, and 
character moments. Chevy 
Chase puts on a career-
defining performance as Clark 
Griswold, one of comedy’s 
quintessential straight men for 
the rest of his zany family 

to bounce off of… until his 
climactic third act rant explodes 
and he becomes rather zany 
himself. Randy Quaid steals 
all his scenes as Eddie, and 
Johnny Galecki and Juliette 
Lewis both deserve more credit 
for their supporting roles. 
No one expects to find any 
truly meaningful substance in 
National Lampoon’s Christmas 
Vacation… it’s just irreverent, 
raunchy fun to lighten up the 
holidays for an hour and a 
half.

#2 - A Charlie Brown 
Christmas (1965)

Honestly, the main thing 
that keeps this from taking 
first is its too brief. The 
Thanksgiving specials are 
fun, Great Pumpkin has its 
iconic moments, but anyone 
and everyone knows this is 
the best Peanuts special ever 
made (and it ain’t even close). 
This TV special deserves the 
award for the most wholesome 
and family-friendly Christmas 
media ever, communicating 
the vital importance of the 
original Christmas story via 
Linus (always there to help 
keep everything in perspective 
for Charlie Brown and for 
us) while also telling a new, 
fictional story about Charlie 
Brown and the Peanuts coming 
together as a community, 
overcoming their differences 
and disagreements, to celebrate 
the birth of Christ and the most 
wonderful time of the year. 
Vince Guaraldi deserves credit 
for taking this simply beautiful 
story and immortalizing it 
with a gorgeous jazz score that 
instantly transports viewers 
and listeners alike back into 
their childhood homes by the 
fireplace on Christmas Eve. 
They just don’t make ’em like 
A Charlie Brown Christmas 
any more… I just wish it was a 
full-length feature. You know 
it’s a phenomenal piece of art 
when your only criticism is 
that you wanted more.

#1 - Die Hard (1988)

Yes, it is a Christmas movie, 
and yes, it’s the best. It’s only 
fitting that one of the coolest 
movies of all time should be 
the greatest Christmas movie 
of all time. The entire plot 
is driven by its inherent 

Christmas-ness, centered on 
an office Christmas party, 
and John McClane serves 
as a disillusioned everyman 
who must acknowledge 
his shortcomings and make 
positive change in his life in 
order to be reunited with his 
family and properly celebrate 
Christmas. Even the supporting 
characters get meaningful 
emotional character arcs like 
Sergeant Powell who serves as 
a spiritual guide for McClane 
in his Christmas journey. 
Also, we never deserved Alan 
Rickman. Every performance 
he gives is perfect, he was 
always too good for us, and 
his iconic Hans Gruber just 
proves it even more.

Unlike other action-packed 
blockbuster movies that take 
place around Christmastime 
and are thus contested as 
Christmas movies (I’m looking 
at you, Batman Returns and 
Iron Man 3), this film is 
truly a Christmas film as it is 
founded on the thematic ideas 
that are presented in holiday 
fare. The Christmas setting 
isn’t just a cheap seasonal 
gimmick; it’s an integral 
part of the story, character, 
and ideas. Like many classic 
Christmas movies, Die Hard 
is all about the importance 
of love, family, and moral 
responsibility, whether it’s 
being philanthropic to Bob 
Cratchit’s poor family or rising 
against the terroristic threat of 
a German criminal mastermind 
in a hostage situation. It also 
doesn’t hurt that the action is 
spectacularly awesome and the 
dialogue is endlessly quotable.

Merry Christmas and 
yippee-ki-yay!

HONORABLE 
MENTIONS

It’s a Wonderful Life (1946)

White Christmas (1954)

How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas (2000)

Rudolph the Red-Nosed 
Reindeer (1964)

Holiday Inn (1942)

Elf (2003)

A Christmas Story (1983)

See news happening? Email the Gordon Gazette at  

gordongazettega@gmail.com
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myfirstbank.com

Visit us at:

MY BANK HAS THE TOOLS  
I NEED TO MANAGE MY BUSINESS
From business checking to merchant services, we’re ready to help your business 
thrive. And being locally owned and managed means you’ll get the attention 
you deserve every time. Make the switch and see what you get with a real 
banking relationship. At First Bank of Calhoun, YOU are first!

197 W.C. Bryant Pkwy
Calhoun, GA

(706) 629-1500

“As a business owner, customer service is top priority. First Bank of Calhoun  
delivers the customer service that you don’t see much of these days. They are  

attentive and always ready to help with my financial needs.”
– Kevan Carpenter, Commercial Floor Resources

In 2020, Love  
Can Become  

a CookieBY: ELIJAH HIBBERTS 
Gordon Gazette Staff

With less than a month left in the 
eventful year that has been 2020, I am 
looking back over the past year and all 
of its challenges, obstacles, and stages, 
and even though 2020 has been one of 
the hardest years, it has also been the year 
which has sparked monumental growth 
for millions of people. This year, everyone 
was forced to relearn what it meant to 
love. Love had to take on a multitude of 
new forms. Love became an email. Love 
became a socially-distanced visit with 
your best friend. Love became waving 
through the window of your grandparents’ 
nursing home. Love became a home-
cooked meal. With these four holiday 
recipes, love can become a cookie. 

     
  With love, 

     
   Elijah

Brown Butter Chocolate 
Chunk Cookies

Ingredients:
1 c. unsalted butter
1 c. light brown sugar, packed
½ c. sugar
2 eggs, room temperature
1 t. vanilla
2 ½ c. all-purpose flour
¾ t. baking soda
1 t. kosher salt
3 c. chocolate chunks, milk or 

semisweet

Directions:
1. Add unsalted butter to a medium 

saucepan, and cook over medium-low 
heat until all butter is melted and foaming. 
Continue to stir and cook until the butter 
is no longer foaming and butter has taken 
on a golden color. This can take anywhere 
from four to seven minutes. The butter 
will look as if small, brown bits are 
swirling around. This is good!

2. When butter has been browned, 
transfer to a container and refrigerate until 
slightly solidified.

3. In a large bowl or bowl of a stand 
mixer, cream cooled browned butter, light 
brown sugar, and sugar until light and 
fluffy, about three to four minutes.

4. Add eggs to creamed butter and 
sugars, one at a time after each egg is 
completely incorporated. Add vanilla with 
the last egg, and mix thoroughly.

5. In a small bowl, mix all-purpose 
flour, baking soda, and kosher salt. 

6. Add flour mixture in two batches to 
creamed butter, sugar, and eggs. Gently 
fold flour into the mixture. 

7. Once thoroughly mixed, add 
chocolate chunks, and again, gently fold 
cookie dough. 

8. Portion cookie dough using an ice 
cream scoop or tablespoon. I like to line 
a half cookie sheet with plastic wrap, 
and arrange portioned cookie dough on 
sheet tray. When all cookies have been 
portioned, cover sheet tray with plastic 
wrap. Refrigerate for at least 1 hour before 
baking.

9. When ready to bake, preheat oven to 
325℉. Arrange 8 cookies equally spaced 

on a parchment-lined or a sheet tray 
with a silicone baking mat. Bake cookies 
for 12-18 minutes, depending on desired 
chewiness/crispiness. I usually bake for 
around 14 minutes for a crispy outer edge 
and gooey, chewy center. 

Gingerbread Cookies

Ingredients:
½ c. unsalted butter, room temperature
¾ c. light brown sugar, packed
½ c. molasses
1 egg, room temperature
1 t. vanilla
3 c. all-purpose flour
¾ t. baking soda
1 t. kosher salt
2 t. ginger
2 t. cinnamon
½ t. allspice
½ t. ground cloves
¼ t. nutmeg

Directions:
1. In a large bowl or the bowl of a 

stand mixer, cream unsalted butter and 
light brown sugar until light and fluffy, 
about three to five minutes.

2. Add molasses to creamed butter and 
sugar, and mix thoroughly. 

3. Add egg and vanilla, and mix 
thoroughly.

4. In a small bowl, whisk together all-
purpose flour, baking soda, kosher salt, 
ginger, cinnamon, allspice, ground cloves, 
and nutmeg. Add flour mixture to butter-
egg mixture, and thoroughly mix. 

5. Transfer dough to a lightly floured 
work surface. Shape dough into a small 
rectangle. Wrap dough in plastic wrap, 
and chill for at least 45 minutes before 
baking. 

6. Once chilled, unwrap dough and 
place again on your lightly floured work 
surface. Using a floured rolling pin, roll 
dough to about ¼” thickness. 

7. Using your preferred gingerbread 
cookie cutter, cut as many cookies as 
possible. To make this easier, dip your 
cookie cutter in flour before cutting. 

8. Place cut cookies evenly spaced 
onto a parchment-lined sheet tray or a 
sheet tray with a silicone baking mat. 
To ensure cookies do not spread, chill 
cookies for about 30 minutes while your 
oven preheats.

9. Preheat oven to 325℉. 
10. When cookies are finished chilling, 

bake cookies for about 12 to 15 minutes, 
or until cookie edges are slightly set and 
golden. 

11. Ice cooled cookies in a gingerbread 
man pattern using the royal icing made 
from the recipe also included in this 
section. 

Christmas Sugar Cookies

Ingredients:
1 c. unsalted butter, room temperature
1 c. sugar
1 egg, room temperature
1 t. vanilla

3 c. all-purpose flour
2 t. baking powder
1 t. kosher salt

Directions:
1. In a large bowl or the bowl of a 

stand mixer, cream unsalted butter and 
sugar until light and fluffy, about three to 
five minutes.

2. Add egg and vanilla, and mix 
thoroughly.

3. In a small bowl, whisk together 
all-purpose flour, baking powder, and 
kosher salt. Add flour mixture to butter-
egg mixture, and thoroughly mix. 

4. Transfer dough to a lightly floured 
work surface. Shape dough into a small 
rectangle. Wrap dough in plastic wrap, 
and chill for at least 45 minutes before 
baking. 

5. Once chilled, unwrap dough and 
place again on your lightly floured work 
surface. Using a floured rolling pin, roll 
dough to about ¼” thickness. 

6. Using your preferred Christmas 
cookie cutters, cut as many cookies as 
possible. To make this easier, dip your 
cookie cutter in flour before cutting. 

7. Place cut cookies evenly spaced 
onto a parchment-lined sheet tray or a 
sheet tray with a silicone baking mat. 
To ensure cookies do not spread, chill 
cookies for about 30 minutes while your 
oven preheats.

8. Preheat oven to 325℉. 
9. When cookies are finished chilling, 

bake cookies for about 10 to 12 minutes, 
or until cookie edges are slightly set and 
golden. 

10. Ice cooled cookies in desired 
pattern using the royal icing made from 
the recipe also included in this section. 

Chocolate Peppermint Thins

Ingredients:
1 c. unsalted butter, room temperature
½ c. powdered sugar
1 egg white, room temperature
1 t. vanilla
¼ t. peppermint extract
1 ½ c. all-purpose flour

1 t. kosher salt
1 t. baking powder
2 T high-quality cocoa powder
Dark coating chocolate, such as 

CandiQuik, almond bark, or candy melts

Directions:
1. In the bowl of a stand mixer or large 

bowl, cream unsalted butter and powdered 
sugar until light and fluffy, about three to 
five minutes.

2. Add egg white, vanilla, and 
peppermint extract to creamed butter, and 
mix thoroughly. 

3. In a small bowl, whisk together all-
purpose flour, kosher salt, baking powder, 
and cocoa powder.

4. Add flour-cocoa mixture to butter-
egg mixture, and mix until thoroughly 
combined. 

5. Transfer dough to a lightly floured 
work surface. Shape dough into a small 
rectangle. Wrap dough in plastic wrap, and 
chill for at least 45 minutes before baking. 

6. Once chilled, unwrap dough and 
place again on your lightly floured work 
surface. Using a floured rolling pin, roll 
dough to about ¼” thickness. 

7. Using a 2” to 2.5” round cookie 
cutter, cut as many cookies as possible. To 
make this easier, dip your cookie cutter in 
flour before cutting. 

8. Place cut cookies evenly spaced 
onto a parchment-lined sheet tray or a 
sheet tray with a silicone baking mat. To 
ensure cookies do not spread, chill cookies 
for about 30 minutes while your oven 
preheats.

9. Preheat oven to 350℉. Bake cookies 
for 8 to 10 minutes, or until cookies are 
slightly puffed and edges are set.

10. When finished baking, place 
cookies on a cooling rack and allow to 
cool completely.

11. When cookies are fully cooled, 
melt coating chocolate according to 
package instructions. Using two forks or 
your preferred dipping tools, coat cookies 
in chocolate and place on either parchment 
paper or a silicone baking mat. Repeat 
until all cookies are coated. Allow cookies 
to set and solidify before enjoying or 
packaging. 
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week-long training, and the department offered 
equipment for all of the firefighters who participated 
to use. Calhoun Fire Department had four firefighters 
attend; the City of Dalton had two firefighters attend 
and loaned equipment and Catoosa County Fire, who 
was in the middle of a recruit school, sent their 10 
trainees to attend, along with four instructors and 
loaned equipment.

“Because it was real buildings we were training 
on and due to national requirements and the EPD 
regulations that we have to follow, it was pretty 
man-power intensive to make this training happen,” 
said Saylors.

 The training started on Pocket Road with the 
single-story structure.

“We started with a fire behavior class; the 
firefighters sat and observed a small, ignition-stage 
fire and watched the fire burn so they could see the 
different stages (of fire) and see how it progresses,” 

said Saylors. “What’s important with things like this 
is, just like with weather, the forecasting of where 
the fire is going to go and where the fire is going 
to burn is crucial, so if we have victims in the fire, 
or we’re trying to place hose lines, we know where 
to move and where we can go and can’t go to save 
victims,” said Saylors.

 “After the fire behavior class, we then roped 
off the garage, set the garage on fire and let it burn. 
Once we let it burn, we pulled the guys off of that 
fire and then began to work on coordinated fire 
attacks inside the house, which consisted of a hose 
line going in and hitting the fire, a search group 
entering and searching the house for victims, and 
ventilation crews going to the roof and cutting holes 
in the roof, because that stops the horizontal spread 
of fire throughout the house,” said Saylors. “When 
we’re training in a metal building, we don’t get to go 
up on a roof and cut and see that (fire) stop. Getting 
the guys up on the roof is important.”

 It was a windy day, which Saylors said was 
helpful with the training.

“It affected the way the fire has burned,” said 
Saylors. “We were fortunate - what we wanted to 

teach with the first fire was keeping the fire from 
spreading from one structure to another (from the 
garage to the house). So the wind and the way it was 
pushing was actually a worst-case scenario, so that 
gave the guys some realistic training of having to 
stop that fire and use some tactics they had learned 
to keep the fire from spreading to the rest of the 
house.”

After finishing with the Pocket Road house, the 
training moved to the structure on Foster Lusk on 
Thursday, Dec. 10, where similar tactics were used 
but gave additional training on fighting a multi-level 
fire.

“This gives us a real-life scenario of having to 
shuttle water, with hose lines on the ground, and 
having to keep track of different crews on the ground 
and making sure they have enough water on their 
hose lines to keep them safe,” said Saylors. “This 
is the all-around best training you can get because 
it gives you the all-around approach to fight fire.”

Gordon County Fire & Rescue is appreciative of 
Dooley and Greeson for providing the structures and 
for all who participated in the training.
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projects that would be beneficial for Gordon 
County.

“Infrastructure is an interest, along with 
business and industry and implementing the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan,” said Potts. “These things are 
vital to grow Gordon County.

Potts also heavily supports public safety.
“My work on safety and security committees for 

schools keeps me involved and interested in Law 
Enforcement, Fire Departments, Public Safety and 
Emergency Management,” said Potts.

Potts spent 13 years at Sonoraville High School, 
with the majority of those years serving as principal. 
Potts currently serves on the Gordon County 
Department of Family and Children Services Board 
of Directors, which was awarded State DFCS Board 
of the Year in 2019. 

Potts’ first meeting as a Commissioner will be 
Tuesday, Jan. 5, 2021. He will join commissioners 
Bud Owens, Chad Steward, Kevin Cunningham and 
Becky Hood.
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The program is held to help supply Christmas to 
local foster children, who are facing circumstances 
that lead them to not be able to spend Christmas with 
their biological families.

“These foster children belong to the community; 
they are part of this program because of foster 
parents who stepped up to help keep them located 
in Calhoun-Gordon County. There are some in the 
community that can’t foster, but they generously 
support these children with their donations each 
year for this program. This program is a wonderful 
way the community can invest in these foster 
children and their future,” said Garrett Pierce, Social 
Services Administrator for DFCS Region 1.

And while the pandemic has prevented a lot of 
events from being held this this year, all children in 
foster care were provided for this Christmas season 
through the program.

“Even though times have been uncertain due to 
the COVID pandemic, the community stepped up 
just as they always have and took care of our foster 
children,” said Sanderson.

Gordon County DFCS thanks everyone in the 
community and all businesses who contributed so 
much for this year’s program, making it a huge 
success. The local DFCS would also like to thank 
the Board of Directors of Gordon County DFCS for 
their work with the program; Flipper McDaniel of 
Flipper McDaniel and Associates Realty; and Ethan 
Knight with Corner Pawn and Adam Brown with 

Dollar Days for their extra assistance transporting 
gifts that will be going to the foster children.

As always, there is great need for foster families 
in Calhoun-Gordon County. At any given time, there 
are between 170 and 200 children in foster care 
in our community. While the goal of DFCS is to 
reunite foster children with their biological families 
that is not always a possibility, so there are also 
opportunities to adopt through fostering.

Anyone who feels a calling to become a foster 
parent can visit the Foster Georgia website or call 
the 800 number to learn how to become a foster 
parent, changing lives of the children of Calhoun-
Gordon County most in need.

According to the State DFCS website, prospective 
foster parents must meet these criteria:

-Must be at least ten (10) years older than the 
child to be placed and if single, be at least 25 years 
of age

-Must complete a 2-hour orientation in the local 
county office or via the internet

-Must successfully complete pre-service IMPACT 
Family Centered Practice training

-Must complete a medical exam, fingerprint 
checks, as well as undergo both child welfare and 
criminal records checks/screenings. If a parent or 
any other adult household members (over age 18) 
have not been a resident of Georgia for a minimum 
of 5 years, they must be screened in the Child Abuse 
and Neglect registry of each state of prior residence

-Must provide proof of current residence and 
financial stability

Anyone interested in becoming a foster parent 
can call 877-210-KIDS, or visit fostergeorgia.com 
for more information.

DFCS 
From page 1A


