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Now in Georgia, new “super 
strain” of COVID poses 
major risk.
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At the latest meeting 
of the Gordon County 
Board of Commissioners, 
the members unanimously 
approved the tabling 
of a rezone request by 
OWR, LLC on Highway 
41 South, around the 
area that is already 
booming with industrial/
warehousing projects.

OWR LLC’s request 
to rezone from A-1 to 
I-2 for 33.20 acres on 
South Hwy. 41, where 
there is tremendous 
growth at this time was 
tabled, even though 
it came to the Board 
with recommendation 
for approval from the 

planning committee, due 
to a request for a regional 
impact study.

“While this matter was 
pending (to come before 
the Board), the (Gordon 
County) Development 
Authority brought to our 
attention the magnitude 
of developments on 
South 41,” said Gordon 
County Administrator 
Jim Ledbetter. 

Ledbet ter  sa id 
that there had been a 
discussion by OWR at 
the local Chamber, where 
they were discussing 
the benefits that OWR 
had brought to the 
community with their 
developments on South 
41. Ledbetter said that 
discussion was when they 

realized that with there 
being about 3.8 million 
square feet in the one 
spot it had the possibility 
of creating a regional 
impact. According to 
Ledbetter, the Planning 
Commission did not have 
the knowledge of all the 
developments popping up 
on South 41 during their 
meeting.

The project in 
question for the rezoning 
Tuesday night is owned 
by the Hulsey Trust and is 
located across Highway 
41 from the CFL project, 
according to Ledbetter. 

“It is separate from the 
Moore farm that is being 
developed; it is directly 
across the road. It’s the 
petition of OWR LLC to 

develop a warehousing 
facility on this property,” 
said Ledbetter. “On the 

east side of Highway 
41, we have the CFL 
project that was initially 
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Commissioners table rezone request for  
South 41 development, instead petition for DRI

While the COVID-19 
pandemic continued on, 
the people of Calhoun-
Gordon County enjoyed 
preparing for the 
holidays the last quarter 
of 2020, participating in 
special shopping events 
and trying to live life 
as normally as possible. 
The community saw 
the groundbreaking 
of the Courthouse and 
Annex renovation, a bid 
approval for a new police 
station for the Calhoun 
PD and many took a trip 
to Rome to see President 
Donald Trump, the first 
sitting president to visit 
Northwest Georgia since 
Teddy Roosevelt.

October 2020
Groundbreaking held 

for Courthouse, Annex 
renovation: On Tuesday 
afternoon, Oct. 6, 
representatives from the 
Gordon County Board 
of Commissioners, 
the Gordon County 
government, Superior 
Court and other 
officials were on 
hand for the ground 
breaking ceremony to 
kick off the two-phase 

renovation of the Gordon 
County Courthouse and 
Courthouse Annex. 
The Courthouse and 
Courthouse Annex 
renovation and expansion 
was voted on as part of 
the 2011 Special Purpose 
Local Option Sales Tax 
(SPLOST). The initial 
budget for the project was 
$12 million dollars and 
the County has collected 
more than $13,500,000 
for the entire project 
through the SPLOST. 
No money has been 
borrowed. At a Gordon 
County Commission 
meeting last month, 
the Board approved the 
construction contract for 
the project; the total cost 
to build both sides of 
the street is $13,546,514 
and the estimate does 
not include other project 
costs, such as furniture, 
fixtures,  equipment 
and technology. The 
total project estimation 
was announced at that 
meeting as $14,660,514.

City approves bid for 
new police station: The 
Calhoun City Council on 
Monday night, Oct. 12, 
2020 approved the bid 
for the construction of 
the new Police Station, 
Vehicle Service Building 

and the Calhoun 
Recrea t ion  Parks 
Maintenance Building, 
a 2018 SPLOST project, 
in the base bid amount 
of $4,802,490. The new 

police station campus 
will be located at the 
corner of McDaniel 
Station Road and 
Recreation Drive. The 
City has spent several 

years in the planning of 
the new police station. 
The discussions about the 

Year in Review: Fourth quarter of 2020 saw 
Gordon Countians preparing for the future

Brandi Owczarz
staff@gordongazettega.com

See YIR,  
page 7A

Big Tiny Entertainment 
presents headliners Them 
Dirty Roses, with special 
guests Chloe Litton and 
Ben Jarrell on Saturday, 
Feb. 6. The show begins 
at 8 p.m. downtown at the 
GEM Theatre, located at 
114 North Wall Street. 

Tickets are $35 and 
proceeds of the concert 
will go towards the local 
Give Burns the Boots 
Campaign, an annual 
fundraising initiative 
where more than 100 fire 
departments throughout 
Georgia join together and 
collect funds to benefit the 

Georgia Firefighters Burn 
Foundation’s mission and 
programs, which consists 
of partnering with the 
fire service and burn care 
community to provide 
fire safety and prevention 
education, support medical 
facilities and assist burn 
survivors in their recovery.

Tickets will be limited 
due to social distancing 
protocols; the public 
can purchase tickets at 
calhoungemtheatre.org.

Born and raised in 
Alabama, Them Dirty 
Roses describe themselves 
as southern as they come. 
Brothers James and Frank 
Ford, along with their friends 
Andrew Davis and Ben 

Crain formed the southern 
rock band and piled into an 
RV with their belongings 
and instruments and moved 
to Nashville, Tenn. Now 
touring throughout the 
southeast, the boys are 
bringing their energetic live 
set to the GEM.

Special guests that 
evening include Calhoun 
native Chloe Litton. Now 
living in Nashville, Litton’s 
voice is known by the 
distinct raspy tone; she 
plays a wide variety of deep 
southern blues and rock and 
roll. 

For more information, 
visit the GEM’s website at 
www.calhoungemtheatre.
org

Special GEM benefit 
concert to raise money  
for Give Burns the Boot

Brandi Owczarz
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The land at the center of the now tabled rezone request for 3569 Highway 41 
South. The area has seen a lot of industrial/warehousing growth recently, and 
the County wants a Development of Regional Impact study performed.
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Tina Alvis was recently 
awarded AdventHealth 
Gordon’s prestigious 
Service Standard Award.  

This special award was 
created by members of 
the hospital’s Employee 
Engagement Committee 
to recognize employees 
who go above and 
beyond the call of duty 
on a regular basis. It 
is awarded monthly to 
deserving employees 
selected by the hospital’s 
directors.

Alvis, who works 
in the environmental 
services department at 
AdventHealth Gordon, 
was nominated by a 
coworker with the 
following words: 

“Last week, we had a 
patient who was going 
home to live with a family 
member. The physician 
had ordered for him to 
go home on hospice, but 
he had no insurance, his 
clothing was soiled and 
his family member who 
he would be living with 
was recently released 
from the hospital after 
a stroke, and he had 
no other family to help 
assist him. 

He told me he wanted 
to go home with clean 

clothes and asked if we 
could wash them for 
him. I told him I would 
find out. I walked out of 
the room and saw three 
environmental services 
team members whom 
were very helpful to me. 
I asked them if we had a 
washing machine to wash 
a patient’s clothing in. 
They told me to call their 
director, Nick, to assist 
me and that they do have 
a washing machine that 
they might be able to use 
for the patient’s clothes. 
I first want to thank these 
team members. I am so 
grateful for them and the 
job that they do. I see 
them on the floors daily, 
and they are always so 
friendly and helpful to 
me. They especially 
assist me when I need 
to find things or find 
directions since I am 
a newer employee. I 
am also so grateful 
for the job that they 
do in keeping all our 
coworkers, patients and 
families safe by keeping 
a clean facility especially 
during this pandemic. 

“With that being said, I 
contacted Nick who told 
me they could wash this 
patient’s clothing. I went 
to the patient’s room and 
gathered the clothing 
realizing how sick he was 

when he came in due to 
the state of his clothing. 
I brought them down to 
environmental services, 
and upon entering, 
I saw many friendly 
coworkers. When I was 
telling them why I was 
there, without much 
of a word, Tina Alvis 
readily agreed to wash 
this patient’s clothing. I 
was very busy that day 
and very grateful for all 
their help. I left her with 
the clothing and made 
a note for myself to 
go pick them up in the 
morning when he was to 
be discharged. I couldn’t 
even remember that day 
if I told her the patient’s 
room number. 

The next morning 
when I went to the floor 
to pick up my assignment 
sheet from med/surg, I 
ran into Tina. I spoke 
with her and told her I 
would head down to pick 
up the patient’s clothes. 
She told me I did not 
need to do so as she 
personally delivered his 
clothes to his room, and 
on top of that, she prayed 
with this patient. This act 
of kindness was huge to 
me. She was so kind to 
our patient and so kind to 
me. This really touched 
my heart, and I can only 
imagine how this made 

the patient feel. Being 
a nurse for as long as I 
have and having several 
family members that 
were close to me require 
hospice services, I can 
empathize with what 
this patient was going 
through. I can understand 
the importance of going 
home with hospice in his 
own clean clothing. It 
may seem like a small 
deed, but it was a big deal 
to me. I can’t express 
enough how grateful I 
am to our environmental 
services team.”

About AdventHealth 

Gordon
Founded in 1935, 

AdventHealth Gordon is 
proud to be a member 
of AdventHealth. With 
a sacred mission of 
Extending the Healing 
Ministry of Christ, 
AdventHealth is a 
connected system of 
care for every stage of 
life and health. More 
than 80,000 skilled 
and compassionate 
caregivers in physician 
practices, hospitals, 
outpatient clinics, skilled 
nursing facilities, home 
health agencies and 

hospice centers provide 
individualized, wholistic 
care. A shared vision, 
common values, focus on 
whole-person health and 
commitment to making 
communities healthier 
unify the system’s 
nearly 50 hospital 
campuses and hundreds 
of care sites in diverse 
markets throughout 
almost a dozen states. 
For more information 
about AdventHealth, 
visit  AdventHealth.
com or Facebook.com/
AdventHealth.
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Despite a meager 
and sporadic supply 
o f  C O V I D - 1 9 
vaccine, Northwest 
Georgia county health 
depar tments  have 
been immunizing local 
healthcare workers and 
EMS personnel for the 
past couple of weeks, 
according to Dr. Gary 
Voccio, health director 
for the ten-county 
Georgia Department of 
Public Health Northwest 
Health District.

“We wish we had 
enough  vacc ine 
available for everyone 
who wants it right now 
and regret we do not. 
Until vaccine becomes 
more readily available, 
we ask for your patience 
and understanding. 
Everyone who desires 
the COVID-19 vaccine 
will ultimately be able to 
get it.”

“Our vaccine supply is 
slowly improving, and 
we’re going to begin 
providing immunizations 
to more Northwest 
Georgia residents and 
workers. Our ability 
to do so will still be 
contingent on vaccine 
supply.”

COVID-19 vaccine 
supply in Northwest 
Georg ia  remains 
very limited, but in 
anticipation of expected 
increases, Northwest 
Georgia county health 
departments in Bartow, 
Catoosa, Chattooga, 
Dade, Floyd, Gordon, 
Paulding, Polk, and 
Walker counties are now 
accepting online and 
direct registration from 
eligible residents to be 
notified when vaccine is 
available locally for their 
immunization. Current 
eligibility depends on 
being in one of the groups 
specified in Phase 1A+ 
of Georgia’s COVID-19 
Vaccination Plan.

Eligible for vaccination 

in Phase 1 A+ are 
healthcare workers 
(physicians, nurses, 
laboratory technicians, 
EMS pe r sonne l , 
environmental services, 
etc.), adults aged 65 and 
older and their caregivers, 
law enforcement , 
firefighters, and first 
responders. Residents 
and staff of long-term care 
facilities are also eligible 
for immunizations in 
Phase 1A+, but those 
are being administered 
directly by two major 
retail pharmacies as part 
of a federal program. 

Eligible individuals 
may register two different 
ways. They can call 
their local county health 
department or go to the 
Georgia Department of 
Public Health Northwest 
Health District website 
(nwgapublichealth.org) 
to register.

Health department 
telephone numbers are 
available at the Northwest 
Health District website 
and on health department 
Facebook pages. Links 
to registration portals 
are available on health 
department Facebook 
page posts. Residents 
are encouraged to 
follow their local county 
health department on 
Facebook for important 
information about 
COVID-19 vaccinations.

People registering 
online are reminded to  
make sure they register 
correctly and completely. 
There are two registration 
portals, both clearly 
identified. One is for 
healthcare providers and 
workers. The other is 
for adults 65 and older 
and their caregivers, 
law enforcement , 
firefighters, and first 
responders.

Regardless of how 
people register, they 
will be notified when 
COVID-19 vaccine is 
available locally for 
their immunization. 
“We are uncertain 

how long that might 
be,” says Northwest 
Health District Program 
Manager and Director 
of Business Operations 
Nichole Crick. “Please 
be patient. We will 
notify you immediately 
when there is adequate 
vaccine  avai lable 
locally to schedule your 
immunization.”

“All immunizations 
will be by appointment 
only. We cannot 
accommodate walk-ins 
until a more reliable 
and plentiful supply of 
vaccine is available,” 
Crick says.

Crick reminds that 
subsequent phases of 
Georgia’s COVID-
19 Vaccination Plan 
will expand eligibility 
for immunization to 
additional groups and 
encourages people to 
follow the news and 
monitor the Georgia 
Department of Public 
Health website (dph.
ga.gov),  the Northwest 
Health District website 
(nwgapublichealth.org), 
and their local county 
heal th department 
Facebook page for 
announcements about 
vaccination phases 
and other important 
immunization issues, 
including vaccine safety.

“As vaccination begins 
to open for larger portions 
of the population, it is 
important to remember 
that public health will not 
be the only provider for 
COVID-19 vaccinations” 
Crick says. Please begin 
looking for information 
about other providers in 
your area.”

For more information 
about Georgia’s COVID-
19 Vaccination Plan, 
visit COVID Vaccine | 
Georgia Department of 
Public Health

To download a 
comprehensive COVID-
19 Vaccine General FAQ, 
visit https://dph.georgia.
g o v / m e d i a / 6 3 6 8 6 /
download.

DPH

Two new ways to register 
for COVID-19 vaccine in 

NWGA now available
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Judy Casey
Mrs. Judy Elaine 

Casey, 62, of Calhoun, 
passed away on 
Wednesday, Jan. 5, 2021, 
at AdventHealth Gordon 
after a brief illness.

Mrs. Casey was 
born in Bartow County 
on April 29, 1958, 
daughter of the late John 
Carl Porter and Bertie 
Irene Kilgore Porter. In 
addition to her parents, she was preceded in death 
by three sisters, Betty Amos, Lavonne Jacobs, and 
Martha Amos; three brothers, RJ Porter, Thomas 
Porter, and Carl Porter.

Mrs. Casey was a graduate of Northwest Georgia 
Technical College where she received her IT 
Certification and Network Certification. She served 
as the office manager for WEBS Radio for 11 years 
and loved to travel and spend time with her grand 
and great-grandchildren; she loved her family and 
her many friends and always considered the needs 
of others rather than self. She was a CNA at Gordon 
Health Care for several years and loved caring for 
her patients and their families.

Survivors include her husband, Kevin Casey to 
whom she was married for 25 years; her daughter, 
Jana Elaine Defoe; her son, Michael Southerland; 
grandchildren, Aleigha (Chris) Ponto, Katelyn 
(Josh) Carlson; great-grandchildren, Bryleigh Defoe, 
Cohen Defoe, Mason Ponto, Kaysen Ponto, Aubrey 
Carlson, Kyley Carlson; sisters, Teresa Pilcher and 
her husband Tony, Beatrice Jacobs and her husband 
Harry; brother, Wayne Porter along with a host of 
nieces, nephews and other relatives.

A private funeral service for the family was held 
Saturday, Jan. 9, 2021, at 11 a.m. from the chapel of 
Max Brannon & Sons Funeral Home with Rev. Scott 
Nix officiating. Pallbearers serving include Chris 
Ramos, Tim Wells, Timmy Wells, Adam Burns, 
Randy Jones, and Donald Bridges. An entombment 
service will be held at Haven of Rest Memorial Park 
at 12:00 Noon and the public is invited to attend.

A public visitation for friends was held on 
Saturday, Jan. 9, 2021, between the hours of 9 – 11 
a.m. at the funeral home.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, for those who 
attend the visitation and service, Masks will be 
required inside the funeral home at all times and 
Social Distancing guidelines are to be followed.

Online condolences may be expressed at www.
maxbrannonandsons.com.

The Brannon family and staff are honored to 
serve the family of Judy Elaine Casey of Calhoun.

Corey Cochran
Mr. Corey Drew 

Cochran, age 39, of 
Calhoun, departed this 
life Saturday, Jan. 2, 
2021 at his home. Corey 
was born July 16, 1981 
in Dalton. Corey was a 
1999 graduate of Gordon 
Central High School 
and a 2001 graduate of 
Gupton-Jones College of 
Funeral Service. Corey 
worked many years at Ponders Funeral Home.

He was preceded in death by a daughter, Ella 
Grace Cochran; his mother, Donna Yvonne Gollahon 
Cochran and a sister, Carol Charles.

He is survived by his children Daelynn Yvonne 
Cochran, Branson Rhett Cochran and Ellie Greer 
Cochran; the mother of his children, Brittany 
Cochran; parents, David and Kate Cochran; sister 
and brother-in-law, Amy and Richard Holland all 
of Calhoun; nieces and nephews, Westin Holland, 
Baxter Holland, Lennox Holland, Larson Holland, 
Dylan Blalock, Tucker Blalock and Braxton Blalock; 
and his friends and family at Ponders Funeral Home.

Services to celebrate the life of Mr. Corey Drew 
Cochran will be held Monday, Jan. 11, 2021 at 2 p.m. 
at Ponders Calhoun Chapel with Reverend Shane 
Parrott and Reverend Clyde Mcentyre officiating.  
He will be entombed with his daughter at Haven 
of Rest Memorial Park with Chris Blaylock, Dylan 
Blaylock, Steven Wheat, Nick Cochran, Josh 
Cochran and Dustin Brown serving as pallbearers. 
His work family at Ponders Funeral Home will serve 
as honorary pallbearers.  

The family will receive friends at Ponders 
Calhoun Chapel from 5 – 9 p.m. Sunday and after 
11 a.m. Monday until the service hour.

Due to the National health crisis and the Covid-
19 virus, masks must be worn properly at all 
times and social distancing must be observed when 
visiting the funeral home.

Condolences may be expressed to the family at 
www.pondersfuneralhome.com.

Arrangements by, Ponders Calhoun Chapel 675 
Jolly Rd Calhoun GA 30701

www.selectedindependentfuneralhomes.org and 
www.ogr.org

Evelyn Corbin
Evelyn Haulk Corbin, age 79, of Calhoun, passed 

away on Wednesday, Jan. 6, 2021 in AdventHealth 
Gordon Hospital.

Evelyn was born on Sept. 15, 1941 in Gordon 
County to the late Herschel and Maudie Ralston 
Brookshire. She was preceded in death by her son, 
Gary Haulk on Dec. 23, 2020; and several brothers 
and sisters, Sam Brookshire, Edd Brookshire, Oneita 
Pankey, Wallace Brookshire, Ilen Parker, and May 
Pierce.

She is survived by her husband, Charles Wayne 
Corbin; a son, Harlin Haulk, Jr.; two daughters, Janet 
Haulk Cross, and Tammy Dool; three sisters, Inez 
Kilgore, Frances Craig, and Monnie Kirby; several 
grandchildren, Michael Cross, Jonah Cross, Adam 
Cross, Melisa Cross, Monica Prickett, Amanda 
Evelyn Hickey, Jackie Haulk, Nathan Haulk, Tiffany 
Cory; and several great grandchildren, and great, 
great grandchildren.

Funeral services will be conducted on Monday, 
Jan. 11, 2021 from the Chapel of Thomas Funeral 
Home with the Reverend Donnie Patterson and 
Reverend Sharon Patterson officiating. They 
will also have charge of music. Due to Covid-19 
concerns, attendance to the funeral service will be 
by invitation of the family. Burial will be in Haven 
of Rest Memorial Park Cemetery, also by invitation 
of the family.

The Haulk and Corbin families will receive 
friends on Sunday, Jan. 10 at the chapel of Thomas 
Funeral Home from 3 – 6 p.m. All family and friends 
are welcome to attend.

Due to the ongoing national health crisis, face 
coverings must be properly worn by all those who 
plan to attend. Social distancing guidelines must be 
followed at all times while attending the service.

You may leave the family online condolences at 
www.thomasfuneralhomecalhoun.com

Thomas Funeral Home has proudly been entrusted 
with the care of Evelyn Haulk Corbin.

Rosa Firebaugh
Rosa Firebaugh, 79, of Calhoun, died Monday, 

Jan. 4, 2021. She was born on Aug. 8, 1941 in 
Chattanooga, Tenn. to the late Henry and Minnie 
Mae Crowder.

She is survived by her children, Beatrice “Jane” 
Firebaugh, Henry Firebaugh, Leonard Firebaugh, 
and Alice Charm Avitia; grandchildren, Alex, Adam, 
Dewayne, and Conan; several other relatives and 
friends also survive.

To honor her wishes her body was cremated and 
all services are private.

To leave condolences and sign the online guest 
book please go to, www.maxbrannonandsons.com

The Brannon family and staff are honored to 
serve the family of Rosa Firebaugh.

Jack Fowler
Mr. Jack Berry Fowler, age 91, of Big Springs 

Road, Calhoun passed away on Friday, Jan. 1, 2021, 
at his residence.

He was born in Resaca on Sept. 2, 1929, son of 
the late J. W. Fowler and Lucy Gasaway Fowler. He 
was a member of Pleasant Valley Baptist Church 
of Calhoun. Mr. Fowler was a veteran of the 
United States Army and retired from Mill Wright 
Construction after 40 years. He enjoyed restoring 
cars with his sons and spending time with his 
grandchildren. He was preceded in death by his 
parents; wife of 53 years, Jessie “Marilyn” Fowler; 
brother, Glenn, Lewis, C. W., and Clarence Fowler; 
sisters, Daisy Fairba and Winnie Greeson. `

He is survived by his sons and daughter-in-law, 
Kris Fowler of Calhoun and Scott and Melanie 
Fowler of Calhoun; grandchildren, Josh (Brittany 
Evans) Fowler, Kimberly (Joe) Kassin, Brittany 
(Justin) Dover, Becky Caldwell, and Ally Caldwell; 
great-grandchildren, Peyton Fowler, Andrew Fowler, 
Wyatt Dover, Joshlynn Fowler, Colson Evans, and 
Carter Evans; several nieces and nephews.

Graveside service was held Tuesday, Jan. 5, 
2021, at 2 p.m. at Fidelle Cemetery with military 
honors and Rev. Keith Gibson officiating.

Sign the guestbook and leave online condolences 
at www.BartonFuneralHome.net.

R. Dudley Barton & Son Funeral Home, 
Adairsville, is in charge of funeral arrangements for 
Mr. Jack Berry Fowler.

Johnny Skinner
Johnny Lee Skinner, 54, died Monday, Jan. 4, 

2021. He was born on Dec. 24, 1966 in Polk County 
to Johnny R. Skinner and Kathryn Tyson Skinner.

To honor his wishes his body was cremated and 
all services are private.

To leave condolences and sign the online guest 
book please go to, www.maxbrannonandsons.com

The Brannon family and staff are honored to 
serve the family of Johnny Lee Skinner.

Edward Thomas
Mr. Edward “Ed” Bradley Thomas, age 78, of 

Adairsville, passed away peacefully on Thursday 
evening, Dec. 31, 2020.

Mr. Thomas was born in Adairsville on Nov. 28, 
1942, son of the late Harlan Thomas and Mattie 
Parker Thomas. He was a member of Stoner Chapel 
Baptist Church and retired carpenter. He was a 
veteran of the United States Army where he served 
as a military police officer. He received the Good 
Conduct Medal, Expert Rifle Badge, and also the 
National Defense Service Medal. 

He was preceded in death by his sisters, Louise 
Abernathy, Ann Hallman, Doris Montgomery, 
and Martha Elizabeth Turner; and brother, David 
Thomas.

Survivors include his sister, Betty Dobson; 
nieces and nephews, Carolyn Gregory, Jerry Brooks, 
Johnny Brooks, Tommy Dobson, Danny Dobson, 
Mark Dobson, Phillip Abernathy, Lisa Turner, Tracy 
Whitlock, Gray Thomas, and Trudy Abernathy.

Graveside service was held Sunday, Jan. 3, 
2021, at 2 p.m. from Stoner Chapel Baptist Church 
Cemetery with Rev. Earl Abernathy officiating. 
Family served as pallbearers.

Sign the guestbook and leave online condolences 
at www.BartonFuneralHome.net.

R. Dudley Barton & Son Funeral Home, 
Adairsville, will be in charge of funeral arrangements 
for Mr. Edward “Ed” Bradley Thomas.

Linda Ullman
Linda Sue Ullman, age 63, of Calhoun, passed 

away on Wednesday, Jan. 6, 2021 at AdventHealth 
Gordon.

Linda was born on Feb. 28, 1957 in Jackson 
County, Okla., daughter of Mary Bailey Archer and 
the late Paul Archer, SR. In addition to her parents, 
Linda was also preceded in death by her husband, 
Leland Ullman, SR. She has been a resident of 
Calhoun since 1989 and prior to retirement was 
employed by Cintas.

Linda is survived by: her mother, Mary Archer; 
three sons, Leland Ullman, JR and his wife Lanette 
of Calhoun, Michael Ullman and his wife Amber 
of Calhoun, GA, and Anthony “Tony” Ullman and 
his wife Christina of California; brothers, Robert 
Archer, Paul Archer, JR; two sisters, Kathy Weeks 
and Sharon Butler; nine grandchildren, Lee Ullman, 
Dakota Ullman, Jasmine Ullman, Skylar Ullman, 
Mikey Ullman, Peyton Krause, Braylon Ullman, 
Brayden Klosky, and Riley Klosky; and several 
nieces and nephews also survive.

Due to the ongoing national health crisis, face 
coverings must be properly worn by all those who 
plan to attend. Social distancing guidelines must be 
followed at all times while attending the service.

Funeral Services will be conducted on Sunday, 
Jan. 10, 2021 at 2 p.m. from the Chapel of Thomas 
Funeral Home with Reverend Dwaine Shadix 
officiating. Interment will follow in Gordon 
Memorial Gardens.

The family will receive friends on Sunday, Jan. 
10, 2021 from 1 p.m. until the funeral hour at 2 p.m. 
at Thomas Funeral Home.

You may leave the family online condolences at 
www.thomasfuneralhomecalhoun.com

Thomas Funeral Home has proudly been entrusted 
with the care of Linda Sue Ullman.

Dorothy Walraven
Dorothy Brown Walraven, age 87, of Calhoun, 

passed away on Thursday, July 7, 2021 at her 
residence.

Dorothy was born on March 5, 1933 in Murray 
County to the late Sam Brown and Flora Key 
Brown. In addition to her parents, Dorothy was also 
preceded in death by: her husband, Otto Walraven; 
two daughters, Janice Copeland and Pam Franklin; 
son, Tony Edwards; and four brothers, Leonard 
Brown, King Brown, Bill Brown, and Sam Brown. 
Dorothy was a lifetime resident of Gordon County 
and prior to her retirement worked for Crown Craft 
and Red Bud School. Dorothy loved the Lord, her 
children, enjoyed telling stories, and was an artist.

Dorothy is survived by: her son, William 
Joseph “Joey” Walraven; daughter-in-law, Sharon 
Walraven; grandchildren; April Edwards, Dawn 
Franklin, Robert Copeland, Stephanie Walraven, 
Weston Walraven, and Christian Walraven; two 
great-grandchildren, Hudson Walraven and Carter 
Walraven; four brothers, Fred Brown, Hoyt and 
Virginia Brown, Frank and Odell Brown, and Jim 
and Ellen Brown; sister, Sarah and Roger Burnley; 
and special pets, LittleBit and Spot.

Funeral Services will be conducted on Monday, 
Jan. 11, 2021 at 3 p.m. from the Chapel of Thomas 
Funeral Home with Reverend Herschel Pierce 
officiating. Interment will follow in Mount Pleasant 
United Methodist Church Cemetery.

Pallbearers serving include: Weston Walraven, 
Hudson Walraven, Robert Copeland, David Brown, 
Greg Brown, Timmy Walraven, Brent Walraven, 
Barry Walraven, and James Parker.

The family will receive friends on Sunday, Jan. 
10, 2021 from 4 – 6 p.m. at Thomas Funeral Home.

You may leave the family online condolences at 
www.thomasfuneralhomecalhoun.com

Thomas Funeral Home has proudly been entrusted 
with the care of Dorothy Brown Walraven.
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Brenda Goodman is 
a senior news writer for 
WebMD. Andy Miller is 
editor of Georgia Health 
News. This article first 
appeared in WebMD.

After 10 months of 
masks, social distancing, 
virtual school, fear for 
vulnerable loved ones, and 
loneliness, this is the news 
no one wanted to hear: The 
virus that causes COVID-
19 has changed — once 
again — in ways that make 
it more contagious.

At least one new “super 
strain” of the virus is 
already in the U.S. Another 
highly contagious strain 
from South Africa could 
be on its way.

Georgia is among the 
states that have reported 
the more contagious strain 
that was discovered in 
Britain last month.

The variant was 
discovered during analysis 
of a specimen sent by a 
Georgia pharmacy to a 
commercial lab, state 
officials said. The Georgia 
resident is an 18-year-old 
male with no recent travel 
history, and is currently in 
isolation at home. Public 
Health said it’s working 
to identify close contacts 
of the individual and will 
monitor them closely and 
test them for the variant.

State health officials 
said Friday that the teen 
has the only known case 
of the variant so far in 
Georgia.

Gov. Brian Kemp, at a 
Capitol press conference, 
said he had expected that 
Georgia had the strain 
because it was already 
known to be in a few other 
states, such as Colorado.

“If it’s in the middle 
of the country, you’ve got 
to figure it’s in just about 
every state, or will be 
soon,’’ Kemp said.

A Kemp spokeswoman 
later added that “to err on 
the side of caution, we are 
operating as if there are 
more cases of the variant 
in Georgia.”

Separately, Georgia 
Public Health officials 
Friday reported more than 
13,000 new COVID cases, 
a single-day record in the 
state.  The total includes 
positives from rapid 
antigen tests.

As bad as the COVID 
spread now is, both here 
and nationally, experts 
believe these new strains 
are not responsible for 
the spike in cases seen in 
many states recently. They 
believe the upswing is due 
to people falling ill after 
holiday travel.

The newer strains are 
about 50 percent more 
contagious than the virus 
that has been most widely 
circulating in the United 
States, though it doesn’t 
seem to be more fatal 
for any one person who 
catches it.

While that may seem 
reassuring, it could be 
disastrous on a wider 
scale. One public health 
expert believes the virus 
is changing itself to adapt 
and infect more people.

Another, Adam 
Kucharski, PhD, an 
associate professor at the 
London School of Hygiene 
and Tropical Medicine 
who specializes in the 
math of infectious disease 
outbreaks, says the math 
shows the infectious strain 
will be more deadly overall 
because of its ability to 
infect more people.

Kucharski recently 
compared how many 
people would die after 
10,000 new infections over 
the course of a month.

With the current 

situation, with a virus that 
sees each patient infect an 
average of 1.1 others and 
kills .08% of everyone it 
infects, you’d predict 129 
deaths over a month of 
spread. With a virus that’s 
50% more deadly, you 
would expect to see about 
193 deaths over a month of 
spread. With a virus that’s 
50% more contagious, 
you end up with 978 more 
deaths over a month of 
spread — or five times as 
many deaths.

This means that 
unless the U.S. adjusts its 
response to the pandemic, 
and adjusts quickly, 
hospitalizations and deaths 
could reach terrifying 
peaks in this country over 
the next few weeks as the 
variant strains cause a new 
wave of infections here.

Many more may die
Ashish Jha, MD, dean 

of the Brown School of 
Public Health, projected 
Tuesday that as the new 
strains take hold in the 
U.S., they could cause an 
additional 10 million new 
infections by the end of 
February and as many as 
150,000 more deaths.

“Without aggressive 
action to limit the spread 
of the virus, bolster health 
care systems around the 
country, and accelerate 
vaccine administration, Los 
Angeles offers a preview 
of what many communities 
are likely to experience 
over the coming months,” 
he said in a news release.

Hospitals in Los Angeles 
are severely constrained. 
On Monday, Los Angeles 
EMS crews were told to 
conserve oxygen, because 
of a shortage of portable 
oxygen tanks, and not to 
transport some patients to 
crowded hospitals if those 
people’s pulses could not 
be restored.

Many Georgia 
hospitals have reported 
ICU beds being filled. 
Statewide, more than 30 
percent of patients who are 
hospitalized have COVID. 
Current hospitalizations 
for the virus have 
continually set records 
and now stand at more 
than aria5,500, and new 
infections cases reported 
daily here have approached 
or topped 10,000 several 
times recently, including 
Friday’s record total.

Shift in focus urged
Former  FDA 

Commissioner Scott 
Gottlieb, MD, predicted 
Sunday on the CBS show 
“Face the Nation” that 
the new strain would be 
responsible for the majority 
of new infections in this 
country by March.

“It’s a big deal for 
a world that’s already 
stretched trying to keep in 
control the old variant,” 
said Marc Lipsitch, PhD, a 
professor of epidemiology 
at Harvard’s T.H. Chan 
School of Public Health 
in a call with reporters on 
Tuesday.

“If we don’t change our 
control measures, once it 
becomes common, it will 
accelerate transmission 
considerably,” he said.

Lipsitch believes 
contact tracing efforts in 
the U.S. — which have 
been overwhelmed in 
many places by community 
spread of the virus — 
should pivot to focus just 
on breaking the chains of 
transmission caused by the 
new variants.

George Williams was 
the first Grady Memorial 
Hospital frontline worker 
to get the vaccine.

News of the variants has 
come as the administration 
of new vaccines has lagged 
in the U.S., further raising 
the worry that these strains 

will get a foothold before 
people can be protected 
against them.

In Georgia, Gov. Kemp 
acknowledged Friday that 
the distribution of vaccine 
has been slow in the state. 
“This has been, and will 
continue to be, a heavy 
logistical lift,’’ he said. 
(Georgia has among the 
worst vaccination rates in 
the U.S., according to CDC 
data.)

Starting Monday, 
vaccine can be 
administered in Georgia to 
people 65 and older, along 
with first responders, law 
enforcement officers and 
firefighters, as supply is 
available, Kemp added. 
But already, local health 
departments have been 
swamped with calls and 
email inquiries.

Kemp this week signed 
an executive order ensuring 
that EMTs and cardiac 
techs can administer 
COVID vaccines, along 
with nurses. That will help 
increase vaccinations, he 
added.

“We still just have a 
limited supply that we’re 
getting from the federal 
government,’’ Kemp said, 
calling for Georgians’ 
patience.

Lockdown in Britain
Already, one new 

“super strain” of the virus 
is driving an alarming 
surge of COVID cases in 
Britain. On Monday, Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson — 
who had resisted tougher 
control measures for weeks 
— reluctantly ordered strict 
new lockdown measures in 
England, following close 
behind similar moves 
in Scotland, Wales and 
Northern Ireland.

Defending his actions 
in light of the economic 
harm they would cause, 
he said he had no choice 
but to lock down again 
as new cases threatened to 
overwhelm hospitals.

Once again, most 
children will stay home for 
school, and people have 
been asked not to leave 
home except to do a very 
limited number of essential 
tasks, like seeking health 
care or going grocery 
shopping.

A new report from 
Imperial College London 
found that a greater 
proportion of children 
were infected with the 
new strain, compared to 
the older version of the 
virus. It’s not clear yet if 
its mutations make it better 
at infecting children, or if 
younger people were just 
more likely to be exposed 
to it because kids have 
continued to go to school 
there, even as many adults 
have stayed home.

One of the new super 
strains — the so-called 
UK variant — has been 
detected in five other U.S. 
states besides Georgia, the 
CDC said earlier this week: 
Colorado, California, 
New York, Florida, and 
Pennsylvania.

Texas and Connecticut 
public health officials 
announced Thursday that 
they had identified their 
first cases of the more 
contagious variant of the 
coronavirus, known as 
B.1.1.7.

Greg Armstrong, MD, 
director of advanced 
molecular detection at the 
CDC’s National Center for 
Emerging and Zoonotic 
Infectious Diseases, said 
he thinks fewer than one 
in 200 COVID-19 cases 
in the U.S. are currently 
caused by mutated UK 
strain, but there’s some 
uncertainty around that 
number because the U.S. 
has done a limited number 
of gene tests on samples of 
the SARS-CoV2 virus.

His estimates are based 
on results from commercial 
testing companies Illumina 
and Helix, which have 
partnered with the CDC 
to look for the variant as 
they process COVID tests. 
Helix screened more than 
2 million COVID tests 
for signs of the variant. 
They forwarded 158 
samples to Illumina for 
further testing. Of those, 
51 were positive for the 
UK variant. According to 
the companies, as of Jan. 6, 
54 cases of the UK variant 
had been identified in the 
U.S.

Going forward, the 
plan is for Illumina to 
sequence the genomes of 
1,000 samples per week 
to look for the UK variant 
and others.

Many people infected 
with the new variant have 
no history of travel, which 
suggests it is already being 
passed person-to-person in 
some areas.

Still, experts believe 
this variant is not the main 
reason for the surges of 
cases in the U.S. The South 
African variant has not yet 
been detected in the U.S., 
though it has been in the 
UK.

Commercial labs doing 
PCR testing for the virus 
are looking for cases where 
one of the three probes — 
or markers — they use to 
detect proteins in the spike 
of the virus is negative 
while the other two probes 
are positive.

These “s-gene 
dropouts” can happen with 
many versions of the virus 
that are circulating, not just 
the super strains. Labs then 
have to follow up with a 
test that reads all the genes 
in the virus to look for the 
signature mutations in the 
super strains.

The University of 
Washington is actively 
doing this genome 
sequencing to look for the 
UK strain, but it hasn’t 
found any cases out 
of 250 positive cases it 
screened last week, says 
Alex Greninger, MD, 
PhD, assistant director 
of the clinical virology 
laboratories at the 
University of Washington 
Medical Center.

How mutations 
work

Viruses mutate all the 
time. Mutations are errors a 
virus makes when it copies 
itself. Coronaviruses 
mutate more slowly than 
most others because they 
have a built-in proofreading 
mechanism that corrects 
these errors.

But they can still 
change in ways that the 
proofreader doesn’t catch 
or fix.

Most of the time, 
these changes don’t make 
them more harmful. But 
sometimes a mutation 
makes for a competitive 
advantage, something 

that allows that version 
to outperform the viruses 
around it.

Because the new 
coronavirus has infected so 
many millions of people 
around the world, it has 
had more opportunity to 
mutate, and it is adapting to 
become better at infecting 
people.

Both the UK super 
strain and the super strain 
found in South Africa have 
the same mutation on their 
spike protein — called 
N501Y. But each strain 
developed the mutation 
independently. When 
you see things like that, 
Greninger says, it probably 
didn’t happen by chance. 
The virus is evolving in 
ways that make it better at 
infecting humans.

“To me, the dominant 
story of the UK variant 
right now, as it stands, is 
adaptation to humans,” he 
says.

The mutations on the 
viruses’ spike protein work 
together to make the virus 
more infectious, according 
to recent research by 
Rafael Najmanovich, PhD, 
a professor of systems and 
structural biology at the 
University of Montreal.

The spike proteins on 
the virus rotate between 
“open” and “closed” 
positions. They can attach 
to doors on our cells called 
ACE2 receptors only when 
they are in their open 
positions.

N a j m a n o v i c h ’ s 
modeling shows new gene 
changes allow the spike 
proteins to stay open about 
40% longer than the older 
versions of the virus, which 
means that each individual 
particle of virus is more 
likely to be able to infect 
our cells when we come 
into contact with it.

In theory, that means 
fewer copies of the virus 
— a smaller dose — is 
needed to make a person 
sick, though Najmanovich 
says this still needs to be 
proved in an experiment. 
His research has been 
published in a preprint 
article that has not yet been 
peer-reviewed.

Better masks 
needed?

Because the virus is 
becoming more potent in 
its ability to spread, we will 
need stricter measures to 

control its spread, experts 
say.

In recent days, some 
public health experts, like 
former CDC Director Tom 
Frieden, MD, who now 
leads the nonprofit Resolve 
to Save Lives, said it might 
be a good idea for people 
to wear more protective 
masks — like surgical 
masks or N95 respirators, 
though these still may be 
in short supply across the 
country.

Lipsitch, at Harvard, 
said given the more 
contagious nature of the 
new variants, it’s more 
important than ever to stay 
home as much as possible, 
limit contact with those 
outside your household, 
and, he said, cut daily 
contacts by at least a third 
to slow the pace of new 
infections and once again 
flatten the curve.

It’s still not known 
whether the mutations 
will affect how well the 
approved vaccines work, 
but experts believe that 
because vaccines generate 
a big immune response in 
the body that acts against 
the virus in different ways, 
the new shots will probably 
still work. However, 
pharmaceutical companies 
are running tests now to 
make sure.

Still, the vaccines won’t 
help if they aren’t made 
more widely available, 
more quickly.

Ultimately, the new 
strains could send kids 
back to virtual learning, 
just as schools in many 
areas were getting ready to 
reopen.

“If we’re not going 
to close other kinds of 
activities, we shouldn’t 
close schools, because 
schools are more important 
than almost anything else 
that we do in terms of what 
they produce and what they 
allow the rest of society to 
do,” Lipsitch said, but the 
virus many not give us a 
choice.

“The UK has decided to 
close schools, and I think 
we might find ourselves 
there in not too long,” he 
said.

Brenda Goodman is 
a senior news writer for 
WebMD. Andy Miller is 
editor of Georgia Health 
News. This article first 
appeared in WebMD.
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A Georgia town’s 
current status as a COVID 
hot spot has left its mark 
on the local hospital.

Dublin, in Middle 
Georgia, is now listed as 
No. 7 among U.S. metro 
areas in per capita rate 
of COVID-19 infections 
over the past two weeks, 
according to the New 
York Times.

About one-third of 
Fairview Park Hospital’s 
120 patients had the virus 
as of Wednesday, and all 
16 ICU beds were filled, 
with six of them COVID-
19 patients, said Don 
Avery, the hospital CEO. 
All medical and surgical 
beds also were filled, he 
added.

“Our county and city 
have had a pretty big 
rise since a little before 
Christmas,’’ Avery said. 
“People are socializing a 
lot, especially during the 
holidays.’’

And he noted, “We 
haven’t seen the full 
impact of the holiday 
surge.’’

The state Department 
of Public Health reported 
about 10,000 new cases 
Thursday. It also reported 
65 deaths from the disease.

Doctors getting 
sick

Avery said that despite 
the current COVID 
impact, a lower percentage 
of overall virus patients 
requires ICU beds.

Still, the burden on 
Fairview Park’s medical 
staff has been profound.

“It takes lot more 
energy to take care of a 
COVID patient,’’ with 
staff using personal 
protective equipment and 
taking other precautions, 
Avery said.

Ten physicians 
serving the hospital have 
contracted the disease, 
as have 200 of the 750 
employees at the HCA 
hospital, he said. On 
Wednesday, 15 employees 
were out sick with 
COVID.

“Clearly this has been 
a long 10 months for the 
staff,’’ Avery said. “And 
we haven’t seen the end 
of it.’’

How much can they 
take?

It’s difficult to grasp 
the worsening impact that 
COVID has on medical 
facilities in Georgia. 
More than 5,000 Georgia 
patients are hospitalized 
with the disease.

Public health experts 
in Georgia are clearly 

worried. A top infectious 
disease expert, Dr. 
Carlos del Rio of Emory 
University, told GHN 
on Tuesday that he was 
‘’very, very concerned’’ 
about the capacity of 
the health care system 
to handle the increasing 
patient load from COVID. 
“It is really bad right 
now and it’s going to get 
worse,’’ del Rio said.

The COVID admission 
rate for Georgia is climbing 
quickly, microbiologist 
Amber Schmidtke said 
Wednesday. “The state’s 
admission rate is 52% 
higher than the national 
rate,’’ said Schmidtke, 
who publishes the Daily 
Digest, which tracks 
COVID in the state.

She said for confirmed 
COVID-19 admissions 
per 100 beds in the last 
seven days, Georgia is 
ranked No. 1, along with 
Oklahoma.

South Georgia Medical 
Center in Valdosta treated 
another record-breaking 
number of virus-related 
patients Wednesday. 
SGMC reported 81 
COVID-19 patients 
hospitalized, the Valdosta 
Daily Times reported.

Staff in Northeast 
Georgia Health System 
emergency rooms are 
facing a caseload of 

patients so stark that 
the workers are treating 
patients in ambulances 
until space is found 
inside the hospital, 
the Gainesville Times 
reported Thursday.

“We’re used to having 
one of the three busiest 
emergency departments 
in the state here in 
Gainesville, but our 
current situation is unlike 
anything we’ve ever seen,” 
said Dr. Mohak Dave, the 
NGHS chief of emergency 
medicine. “We’re treating 
patients in hallways and 
waiting rooms every day. 
Sometimes patients have 
to spend the night there, 
because there’s no bed 
available.”

In the past two weeks, 
Dave said they have had 
moments where they can’t 
bring the patient in from 
the ambulance because of 
the lack of space in the 
emergency department. 
The doctor said the 
system’s Braselton ER has 
been under similar strains.

In east Georgia, 
Candler County Medical 
Center has its ICU beds 
filled as well.

Michael Purvis, CEO 
of the 25-bed hospital, 
has seen COVID from 
a unique perspective. 
He had the virus and its 
complications for three 

months, developing 
pneumonia in both lungs.

Now recovered, he 
looks at the next four 
weeks as an ongoing 
challenge as the post-
holiday spike plays out.

With Metter being in a 
largely rural area, Purvis 
said, “you don’t see as 
many masks.’’

On a brighter note, he’s 
seeing positive effects 
from new treatments. 
Antibody treatment has 
helped people on an 
outpatient basis, while 
plasma treatment, along 
with special oxygen 
treatment, has aided 
hospitalized patients, 
Purvis said.

And Candler County 
Medical Center has a 
partnership with Augusta 
University Health, whose 
doctors help evaluate 
each COVID patient at 
the Metter facility through 

telehealth.
Purvis said he believes 

the hospital’s experience 
with COVID, while 
terrible, will make it 
stronger because the 
staff has gained valuable 
experience.

He spoke to GHN as 
Public Health agencies in 
several parts of the state 
began offering the vaccine 
to ordinary people 65 and 
older.

About those not 
wanting to take the 
vaccine, Purvis used 
his own experience to 
respond.

“They haven’t seen 
[COVID] up close and 
personal,’’ he said. “You’d 
much rather have the 
vaccine than catch this 
virus.”

Andy Miller is CEO 
and editor of Georgia 
Health News.

GEORGIA HEALTH NEWS: Hospitals in every  
region struggle to cope with COVID-19 spike

ANDY MIlLER, 
Georgia Health News
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approved for something like 250,000 square feet; 
it’s a wonderful project and we’re thankful to OWR 
LLC for bringing the project. But at this point in time, 
the CFL project is projected to have over 1 million 
square feet under roof. Behind that, we have the Moore 
property and additional property that OWR LLC has 
petitioned us to rezone, and we did rezone 10 acres off 
that additional tract in August, tabling the remainder 
of the project. That project, in my opinion, is part of 
the greater project based upon plans that OWR had 
submitted to us for review that described the CFL 
project under consideration on tract one and maybe a 
tract two, and tract three another project for 311,000 
square feet and tract four and five for speculation. Right 
now we have pending before us the request of OWR to 
take that tract off the table that we put it on in August 
and rezone. Across Trimble Hollow Road to the south 
is property of Tim Moore, and we’ve received notice 
on that property it is being looked at for purchase for 
a one million square foot warehouse and distribution 
facility. So between the existing CFL project, the 
request to rezone and put approximately 300,000 square 
feet on the Hulsey project and to put a light project on 
the back side of CFL, according to a spreadsheet the 
Development Authority has given me, we have over 
3.8 million square feet of warehouse and distribution 
facility to locate on that section of South Highway 41.”

Ledbetter said that would bring additional jobs…
and traffic.

“The Development Authority indicates there would 
be about 950 jobs and about 1,000 trucks per day 
serving this (area),” said Ledbetter. “The Development 
Authority implored to me that these developments have 
a regional impact and that there is a law that when 
we have the idea of regional impact, we would solicit 
information from the developers and have them provide 
that information to us and then submit that information 
to the Regional Commission.”

Ledbetter told the Board that on Dec. 22, he sent a 
letter to the counsel for Hulsey, Terry Brumblow, and 
to John Miner for the Moore’s one million square feet 
facility and asked for information to be returned for 
submission to the Regional Commission in the hopes 
there would be a determination by Tuesday night’s 
meeting. Ledbetter said that the buyers for the Moore 
property had an engineer that had been in consultation 
with the Regional Commission.

“There’s a rule that solves this for us; when you have 
a number of developments with a common developer, 
and OWR is asking for the rezoning on the Hulsey tract 
as well as the (Moore) tract, and when you look at those 
and the developments by that developer in the last five 
years, (you can) determine if it’s a Development of 
Regional Impact. The CFL project alone, we should’ve 
probably already done a DRI on. We probably were too 
assistive in trying to help development and not doing 
one, according to the Regional Commission. I think that 
our hands are tied by law, and it’s what I tried to do on 
December 22. I tried to implore folks that we needed the 

information. I didn’t receive the information but I took 
it upon myself to speak to (the Regional Commission) 
and sent them the Development Authority’s spreadsheet 
and the OWR plan, and sent them the tax map. It’s 
a complicated issue for them, but they do want the 
opportunity to make a review of it to determine if (the 
projects) are developments of regional impact.”

Ledbetter said that what this means to the developers 
and landowners is that, once the information is given to 
the Regional Commission in sufficient form for them to 
make a determination, they are required to determine 
whether or not the project does make a regional impact 
within five days. The process after that is the Regional 
Commission has 30 days to report their findings.

“I don’t want to unduly delay these things, but 
why do we have to do this? One, because it’s the 
law and two, because there are teeth to the law,” said 
Ledbetter. “If we fail to comply with the law one time, 
and they call our hand on it, then we’re basically in a 
probationary status. If we do it a second time, and they 
call our hand on it, then we are not able to get state 
money, we will not get grant assistance, we will not get 
DCA assistance, we will be on our own as far as the 
State is concerned. There’s a very practical reason to 
do developments of regional impact – this development 
(all parties) has become very complex. Trimble Hollow 
Road is not an industrial road and we do not have a plan 
in place to handle industrial traffic. I have not seen (if) 
both projects have a requirement for sewer extensions 
and I do not know if sewer is available to these projects. 
There are wetlands involved on these projects and we 
have experienced a nightmare with wetlands on the 
industrial park where LG is located where we didn’t 
have a comprehensive plan for that development and 
now we have a number of acres that are undevelopable 
because the Army Corps of Engineers knows this pretty 
well, and not in a good way, for not having a master 
plan.”

Ledbetter told the Board that he felt the request for a 
DRI was reasonable.

“In my opinion, the request for a Development 
of Regional Impact is not frivolous, and I think in 
the exercise of this Board’s sound discretion and in 
compliance with the law, these zonings need to be tabled 
until such time as the Regional Commission makes its 
determination. I hoped that we would already be really 
close in having that determination, but instead we have 
been arguing about whether or not these rules apply. I 
have made the notification to the Regional Commission 
and they will let us know within five days of where we 
need to go with it. We’re going to be looked at whether 
we want to be or not because the one million square foot 
project is already starting the process,” said Ledbetter.

Attorney Terry Brumlow, on behalf of OWR, 
objected to the tabling of the rezoning request due to 
the financial interest and constitutional rights (of his 
clients) for the hearing.

Bill Thompson, as a member of the Development 
Authority, addressed the Board on the Development 
Authority’s interest in having a good set of developments.

“From our perspective, there’s $1.2 million of 
grants for the project that Mr. Ledbetter talked about,” 
said Thompson. “There’s another almost $1 million 
of grants that have been awarded to this community 

over the last less than a year-and-a-half. All of those 
are in process for Mannington, for Teklas. If we don’t 
have access to state and federal sources of money to 
help with infrastructure, to help with roads, to help 
with everything else, we’re not going to be able to do 
the developments the community wants, to attract the 
industries we want, to track the jobs we want.”

Thompson told the Board that Bartow County has 
had to deal with the same issue recently and have a firm 
position now, and that will probably be the path that 
Gordon County will have to follow.

Ledbetter also told the Board that after consulting 
with the fire department about the number of square feet 
being planned for South 41, Gordon County would need 
a ladder truck, more fire personnel and more equipment.

“These are the types of impacts that come with 
development,” said Ledbetter. 

Ledbetter told the Board that there’s a condition 
precedent on the zoning and that is to have enough 
plans and certainty as it relates to infrastructure, square 
footage, types of materials and other issues that might 
be required to make an informed zoning decision on 
behalf of the public.

Brumlow told the Board that there were financial 
matters that would be affected, and not just the ones on 
behalf of his clients.

“These businesses that are interested in coming here 
are very time sensitive; if we don’t get them now, they 
may go away,” said Brumlow. “They look at other sites. 
But people are looking and they love this area. My fear 
is, if we don’t get to move forward with this very soon, 
we could lose (the business).”

Ledbetter said that he recommended the Board to 
table the application until they heard from the Regional 
Commission, and then to review from there. The Board 
unanimously voted to table the request.

In other news from the meeting:
The Board approved a rezone request at 300 Bud 

Hardy Road from A-1 to R-1.
The Board approved a request from CHL Capital 

Group LLC’s request to rezone property on Hwy. 53 and 
Maplewood from A-1 to C-G for some mini storealls.

The Board approved a Declaration of Surplus 
Property for the GCSO for K-9 Eros, who recently 
retired from service, for custody awarded to his handler, 
Deputy Dale Pullen.

The Board designated the GEM Theatre, located at 
114 North Wall Street, and the County Administration 
Meeting Room, located at 201 North Wall Street, as 
Courtrooms as needed during the ongoing Courthouse 
and Courthouse Annex renovation project.

The Board approved the re-appointments to the 
Planning Commission for Randy Rule and Jerry 
Lovelace for four-year terms ending Dec. 31, 2024; and 
an appointment of Sabrina Poole for a four-year term 
ending Dec. 31, 2024m.

The Board approved the Managecast contract for 
Cloud backup services for the IT department. According 
to Ledbetter, the IT department was having issues with 
the current Veristore storage.

The next meeting of the Gordon County Board of 
Commissioners will be held at 6 p.m. on Tuesday, Jan. 
19 at the Administration Building on North Wall Street 
in downtown Calhoun.
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project began in 2016, when it was discovered that the 
current building that houses the police station downtown, 
which was built in 1928, has asbestos, lead paint and 
mold.

Annual Rotary Golf Tournament held:  The annual 
Calhoun Rotary Golf Tournament, held on Wednesday, 
Oct. 14, is the largest fundraiser that the local civic 
organization holds each year, and this year, 19 teams 
of golfers participated in the event that raises funds for 
students around Gordon County. Proceeds from the event 
go toward a scholarship each for a member of the Calhoun 
High School and Sonoraville High School Interact Clubs, 
REACH Scholarships Calhoun City Schools and Gordon 
County Schools, sponsorship money for ROTA Kids and 
Interact Club, donation for annual Christmas shopping 
programs at both Calhoun High School and Sonoraville 
High School and more.

Hibberts named to State Student Advisory Council 
for 2020-2021 school year: State School Superintendent 
Richard Woods announced during the week of Oct. 19, 
2020 his selection of 64 Georgia students to serve on his 
2020-21 Student Advisory Council. Sonoraville High 
School senior and Gordon Gazette staff member Elijah 
Hibberts was one of the 64 selected to serve on the 
council, the only one selected from the local community. 
Throughout the school year, the middle and high school 
students chosen to serve on the Council will meet with 
Superintendent Woods to discuss the impact of state 
policies in the classroom.

November 2020

Gordon Countians flock to see President Trump 
at historic Rome Rally Sunday night: According 
to Gordon County Republican Party Chair Kathleen 
Thorman, there were approximately 39,000 people at 
President Donald Trump’s Make America Great Again 
Victory Rally on Sunday night, Nov. 1, in Rome, and 
a large number of Gordon County residents were in 
attendance. Trump supporters came from as far away as 
100 miles in every direction just to be able to say they 
were a part of the historic event. “A president of the 
United States has not visited Northwest Georgia since 
[President] Teddy Roosevelt,” said Thorman. “It was 
great to gather together for an historic event in our area 
and see the friends and neighbors from the community.”

CPD takes 1st place in their category at Governor’s 
Office of Highway Safety Challenge Awards: The 
Calhoun Police Department racked up at the annual 
Governor’s Office of Highway Safety Challenge Awards 
on Friday, Nov. 6, hosted by Georgia Governor Brian 
Kemp’s office in Macon, receiving both 1st place in the 
Governor’s Challenge in their category and a special 

award. The Calhoun Police Department, in award 
Category 3 for departments of 26-45 officers, received 
1st place in the Governor’s Challenge, and was also 
awarded the Teen/Young Driver Safety Award.

Electric Vehicle Manufacturer TEKLAS to Open 
HQ in Calhoun, Create 120 Jobs: Governor Brian 
P. Kemp on Nov. 10, 2020 announced that TEKLAS, 
a Turkish advanced research and development, 
manufacturing company and supplier of electric vehicle 
(EV) parts, will invest $6.5 million in opening their first 
North American facility and headquarters in Gordon 
County, delivering 120 jobs to Calhoun. Founded 
in Turkey in 1971, TEKLAS designs, develops, and 
manufactures fluid circulation systems for cooling and 
heating applications, which includes hoses and pipes 
from rubber, plastic, and metal for the global automotive 
industry.

Gordon County Development Authority recognized 
with 2020 ‘Deal of the Year’ Award for CFL project: 
The Gordon County Development Authority, which 
promotes trade, commerce, industry and employment 
opportunities within the community, was recognized on 
Nov. 18, 2020 by the Georgia Economic Developers 
Association (GEDA) with the 2020 “Deal of the Year” 
Award in the mid-size community category. GEDA said 
that the Development Authority was recognized for the 
Gordon County location Creative Flooring Solutions 
(CFL), a project announced in late June of 2020.

December 2020
Calhoun man faces multiple charges after chase, 

crash on Hwy 53: According to the GSP, around 1 p.m. 
on Thursday, Dec. 3, 2020, a trooper was patrolling in the 
area of Dews Pond Road and Campbell Road when he 
observed a green Ford Fiesta failing to maintain its lane 
while traveling west on Dews Pond Road. The trooper 
performed a traffic stop on the Ford. The car stopped 
in a gas station lot, then sped away, initiating a pursuit. 
Shortly after turning onto Hwy. 53, the fleeing vehicle 
traveled off of the right side of the roadway onto the 
property at 4761 Fairmount Hwy, SE. The vehicle struck 
the southeast corner of the house at this address, rendering 
the vehicle inoperable. The driver of the fleeing vehicle, 
identified by witnesses on scene as David Shane Ivey, 
27, of Foster Lusk Road in Calhoun, attempted to leave 
the scene on foot, but was apprehended by the trooper 
after falling to the ground. The subsequent investigation 
revealed that Ivey had a suspended Georgia Driver’s 
License. Drug related objects, along with a small amount 
of illegal drugs were located during the investigation. 

Gordon Prevention Initiative awarded Drug Free 
Communities Grant: The Council on Alcohol and Drugs 
has announced that the Gordon Prevention Initiative has 
been awarded the Drug-Free Communities grant from the 
Office of National Drug Control Policy. The Drug-Free 
Communities grant is a $1.25 million grant program over 
the course of a 10-year implementation period. The Drug 
Free Community (DFC) program is a non-partisan effort 

housed in the Office of National Drug Control Policy that 
provides necessary funding to communities to identify 
and respond to local drug and alcohol use problems.

City Council paves way for new apartment 
complex on Curtis Parkway at latest meeting: The 
Calhoun City Council on Monday night, Dec. 14, 2020 
paved the way for a new set of apartments on Curtis 
Parkway by approving an annexation and zoning request, 
along with a stream buffer protection variance request 
for Seven Lights Investments, LLC. The 19.71 acre 
property is located on Curtis Parkway across from Laurel 
Creek Road; the property backs up to I-75 and sits beside 
Heritage Baptist Church and Ashton Furniture. Darin 
Hardin of Seven Lights Investments told the Council 
via video conference that multifamily apartments are a 
desirable need in the area and that plans are underway 
for the project.

Historic joint School Board meeting held for 
approval, signing of eSPLOST resolution: In a historic 
move on Monday night, Dec. 14, 2020, what was 
believed to be the first-ever joint meeting of the Calhoun 
City Schools Board of Education and the Gordon County 
Board of Education took place at the Gordon County 
College and Career Academy on Beamer Road in an effort 
for each Board to approve and sign a joint resolution to 
request from voters the continuation of the Special 
Purpose Local Option Sales Tax for use on educational 
projects in both systems. The current eSPLOST is set to 
expire in June 2022.

Body found behind Dollar General off Curtis 
Parkway identified: Authorities have identified the 
man who was found dead behind Dollar General off of 
Curtis Parkway early Thursday. According to Gordon 
County Deputy Coroner Jonathan Pressley, the man has 
been identified as 49-year-old Troy Jefferson of Calhoun, 
who was listed as homeless. According to the coroner’s 
office, Jefferson is believed to have succumbed to natural 
causes; no foul play is expected.

Potts sworn-in as newest commissioner: On Tuesday 
afternoon, Dec. 22, Commissioner-elect Bruce Potts, 
Republican, the former longtime principal of Sonoraville 
High School, was sworn into office as the commissioner 
for District 3 representing the City of Calhoun by Probate 
Judge Richie Parker. Potts defeated incumbent, two-
term Republican Norris Sexton in the General Primary 
earlier this summer in a three-way race that also included 
Republican Robert “Rob” Ballard. 

Downtown microbrewery Freight & Rail 
announces closing at least for January due to lack of 
funding: Freight & Rail invites the public to come have 
“one last beer”  after announcing over social media the 
last week in December that they are closing the doors 
of the downtown microbrewery at least for the month 
of January. Freight & Rail Brewing Company, which 
opened in March 2020 on South Piedmont Street in 
downtown Calhoun, announced today they are shutting 
their doors for at least the month of January due to “lack 
of funding.”
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