
All Star Fireworks, located at 976 Highway 53 West/Southwest in Calhoun, 
recently donated $250 to the City of Fairmount for their 2020 Christmas fund. 
Pictured are Steven Jackson, Fairmount City Clerk Petrina Pritchett and All Star 
Fireworks owner Scott Lunsford.
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We’ve all heard the 
term “buy local.” It is 
promoted throughout 
the small business 
landscape and celebrated 
by consumers on social 
media platforms around 
the nation. Small business 
directly represents our 
community, and the 
health of small business 
is a direct reflection of 
the overall well-being of 
a community. These small 

businesses are the ones 
who support little league 
teams, buy chocolates 
and wrapping paper 
from student’s and give 
money to a fundraiser 
for a community member 
fighting cancer. It’s 
important to support 
local business, especially 
in a year where so many 
have lost revenues due to 
the COVID pandemic.

Today is Small 
Business Saturday, 
created for the Saturday 

after  Thanksgiving 
in 2010 by American 
Express in the midst 
of the great recession 
to encourage people to 
Shop Small and bring 
more holiday shopping 
to small businesses. 
The company believes 
that small businesses 
are at the core of every 
successful,  thriving 
community. 

This year, due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
Calhoun Downtown 

Development Director 
Suzanne Roberts says 
that it’s important for the 
public to remember the 
local, community-based 
retail shops now more 
than ever.

“It’s very important 
for people to shop local 
this year because there 
are small businesses that 
need the support, having 
lost business due to the 

Brandi Owczarz
staff@gordongazettega.com

All Star Fireworks makes 
donation to City of 

Fairmount’s Christmas fund

Public encouraged to ‘Shop Small’ today  
for Small Business Saturday
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T h e  G e o rg i a 
Department of Labor 
(GDOL) announced 
today that October’s 
unemployment rates 
dropped for all 
metropolitan service 
areas (MSAs), regions, 
and counties across 
Georgia.  Some of these 
areas are reporting rates 
that compare with pre-
pandemic unemployment 
rates.  The rates were 
down, labor forces were 
up, and employment 
numbers were up in every 
MSA across the state.  

In Gordon County, 
the unemployment rate 
decreased by 1 percentage 
points, dropping the rate 
to 3.2 percent. A year 
ago, the rate was 3.2 
percent.

The labor force 
increased in October by 
1,058. The October total 
was 29,094. That number 
is up by 1,063 from the 
total from October 2019.

Gordon County ended 
October with 28,158 
employed residents.  The 
number increased by 

1,298 in October and was 
up 1,022 as compared to 
last year.

Initial claims for 
unemployment increased 
by 13 percent in October. 
When compared to last 
October, claims were up 
by about 378 percent.

The GDOL’s online 
job listing service at 
e m p l o y g e o r g i a . c o m 
showed 556 active job 
postings in Gordon 
County for October.

Of the over 168,000 
jobs currently listed on 
EmployGeorgia, over half 
of them advertise annual 
salaries over $40,000.  
The GDOL offers online 
resources for finding a 
job, building a resume, 
and assisting with other 
reemployment needs. 

T h e  G e o rg i a 
Department of Labor has 
paid over $16 billion in 
state and federal benefits 
since the beginning 
of the pandemic in 
March of this year. 
Last week, the GDOL 
issued $153 million in 
benefits, which include 
regular unemployment 
and federally funded 
Lost Wages Assistance 

(LWA) supplements, 
Pandemic Emergency 
U n e m p l o y m e n t 
Compensation (PEUC), 
Pandemic Unemployment 
Assistance (PUA), Federal 
Pandemic Unemployment 
Compensation (FPUC), 
and State Extended 
Benefits. 

As of the week 
ending March 21, 2020, 
4,079,312 regular UI 
initial claims have been 
processed, more than the 
last nine years combined 
(3.8 million). Last week, 
regular UI initial claims 
totaled 29,088, up 9,462 
over the week. The GDOL 
has worked diligently to 
dramatically decrease the 
amount of time it takes to 
release payments and is 
now processing regular 
UI claims within two 
weeks of a claim file date.  
All eligible payments are 
released for claims that 
do not require additional 
determinations.  If 
a claimant has been 
fired or quit his/her 
job, a review will be 
necessary to determine 
eligibility.  This review 
could potentially delay 
payments.

 Since the beginning 
of the pandemic, 344,419 
PUA claims have been 
processed. Due to 
federal guidelines, the 
Pandemic Unemployment 
Assistance program is 
limited to 39 weeks of 
benefits.  Claimants who 
began receiving benefits 
at the beginning of the 
program (2/2/2020) are 
now exhausting those 
benefits with no extension 
currently in place. 

 From week ending 
10/21/2020, the sectors 
with the most regular UI 
initial claims processed 
included Accommodation 
and Food Services, 
10,124; Administrative 
and Support Services, 
2,496; Health Care and 
Social Assistance, 2,256; 
Manufacturing, 2,144; 
and Transportation and 

Warehousing, 2,064.  
 The number of initial 

unemployment claims 
filed throughout the 
United States for the week 
ending November 21 was 
778,000, an increase of 
30,000 from the previous 
week’s revised level of 
748,000.

Resources  for 
reemployment assistance 
along with information on 
filing an unemployment 
claim and details on how 
employers can file partial 
claims can be found on 
the agency’s webpage at 
dol.georgia.gov.

 For more information 
on jobs and current 
labor force date, visit 
the Georgia Labor Force 
Market Explorer at www.
explorer.gdol.ga.gov to 
view a comprehensive 
report.

STAFF REPORTS

Update on Georgia Unemployment: Rates 
drop for all counties; more than 340k PUA 

claims processed since March

No COVID-19 numbers were 
reported for the local school systems 
this week due to the Thanksgiving 
break, but numbers of new positive 
were up again in Gordon County this 
past week. 

At press time Saturday morning, 
Nov. 28, Gordon County has had 3,049 
confirmed cases of COVID-19 since 

the pandemic began – that’s up 157 
cases since the same time last week. 
COVID-19 related deaths now stand at 
54, down 1 death from last week due 
to the reassignment of two deaths this 
week to another county, but DPH also 
reports 5 additional probable deaths 
from COVID. There have been 164 
hospitalizations in Gordon County 
due to COVID-19 since March, up 6 
hospitalizations since last week.

Brandi Owczarz
staff@gordongazettega.com

Numbers of new COVID-
19 positive cases up in 

Gordon County this week
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Anna Shaw Children’s Institute (ASCI) will hold its next CHAMP (Classes to 
Help, Advise & Motivate Parents) webinar on Tuesday, Dec. 1 at 6 p.m. Nancy 
Carnevale, MD, FAAP, Developmental-Behavioral Pediatrics medical director 
for ASCI, will present a program on “Solving Your Child’s Sleep Problems.” 

To register, visit https://www.hamiltonhealth.com/event/champ-webinar-
series-2/. For more information, call 706-226-8900.

Anna Shaw Children’s 
Institute to hold next 
CHAMP webinar on 

Tuesday, Dec. 1

HAMILTON MEDICAL

www.gordongazettega.com

A group of Republican 
state lawmakers are 
calling for the General 
Assembly to hold a 
special session ahead 
of the Jan. 5 runoff 
elections for U.S. Senate 
to consider changes to 
Georgia’s voter ID laws 
amid testiness over 
the recent presidential 
contest.

State election officials 
have said a second 
recount of the Nov. 3 
presidential election that 
began Tuesday likely will 
not include inspecting 
signatures on absentee 
ballot envelopes, which 
allies of President 
Donald Trump have 
demanded since his loss 
to President-elect Joe 
Biden in Georgia.

In Georgia, county 
election officials verify 
mail-in voters by 
matching the signatures 
they are required 
to make on ballot 
envelopes with their 
signatures on file from 
when they registered. 
The envelopes are then 
separated from the 
actual ballots to protect 
voter privacy, making it 
tough to re-match those 
signatures later.

Secretary of State Brad 
Raffensperger’s office 
has repeatedly said state 

and local officials have 
found no evidence so far 
of any widespread fraud 
in this month’s general 
election. Raffensperger 
has, however, advocated 
for tightening the state’s 
voter ID laws.

Gov. Brian Kemp 
has not said whether 
he would convene the 
legislature before the 
regular session on Jan. 
11. His office responded 
Tuesday with a prior 
statement from the 
governor, Lt. Gov. Geoff 
Duncan and Georgia 
House Speaker David 
Ralston, R-Blue Ridge, 
saying they “share the 
same concerns many 
Georgians have about 
the integrity of our 
elections.”

If a special session is 
convened, lawmakers 
should consider creating 
a notary or photo ID 
requirement for voting 
by mail and hold 
committee hearings on 
“any evidence of voter 
fraud,” four Republican 
state senators who called 
for the session said in a 
news release.

“As the [first recount] 
has shown, we have 
structural issues with 
the implementation 
and proper execution 
of our ballot counting 
procedures,” read a 
joint statement from 
Sens. Greg Dolezal, 

R-Cumming; William 
Ligon, R-Brunswick; 
Brandon  Beach , 
R-Alpharetta; and Burt 
Jones, R-Jackson.

A statewide hand 
recount that wrapped 
up last week confirmed 
Biden’s win over Trump 
in Georgia by 12,670 
votes out of a record-
setting roughly 5 million 
ballots cast in the 
election amid a surge of 
mail-in voting due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Trump has not yet 
conceded defeat and 
his allies in Georgia 
have homed in on the 
process for verifying 
voter signatures on 
absentee ballots as 
problematic not only for 
the presidential election, 
but also potentially for 
the intensely watched 
U.S. Senate runoffs in 
January.

Georgia’s two Senate 
runoff races are poised 
for high turnout due to 
their unique importance. 
Wins by both Democratic 
candidates over the 
Republican incumbent 
senators would give 
Democrats control over 
the White House and 
Congress for at least the 
next two years.

Many  Georg i a 
Republican leaders 
have pointed to roughly 
5,000 ballots that went 
uncounted in the initial 

election results but 
were discovered during 
the hand recount that 
wrapped up last week 
as proof of problems 
with the election system. 
Those ballots trimmed 
Biden’s lead over Trump 
by 1,900 votes.

State election officials 
had said prior to the 
recount that they 
expected to find some 
discrepancies from 
the original count, 
but stressed also any 
additional recount or 
effort to again verify 
signatures would not 

likely change the 
ultimate outcome of the 
presidential election.

Even so, among 
those pushing to verify 
signatures and change 
the state voter ID law 
is Kemp, who last week 
called the discovery of 
thousands of ballots 
during the hand recount 
“simply unacceptable.”

However, the governor 
also recently railed 
aga ins t  “base less 
attacks [on Georgia’s 
election system] that are 
absolutely absurd.”

“These are ridiculous,” 

Kemp said at a news 
conference Tuesday. 
“They only seek to breed 
fear, create confusion 
and sow discord among 
our citizens.

“We must ignore those 
that want to divide us and 
find a way to overcome 
the challenges that we all 
face together.”

Early voting for the 
Senate runoff elections 
starts Dec. 14. The 
deadline for Georgia 
voters to register for the 
runoffs is Dec. 7.

Georgia lawmakers seek special session  
for voter ID changes before Senate runoffs

BEAU EVANS 
Beat News Service

https://www.hamiltonhealth.com/event/champ-webinar-series-2/
https://www.hamiltonhealth.com/event/champ-webinar-series-2/
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Shirley Burns
Shirley Marie Burns, age 70, of Calhoun, passed 

away on Friday, Nov. 27, 2020 at AdventHealth 
Gordon.

Shirley was born on April 15, 1950 in Bartow 
County, daughter of the late Lewis Thomas Wiley, Jr. 
and Callie Marie Duncan Wiley. She was a member 
of Creekside Fellowship Church of Cartersville.

Shirley is survived by: her husband, Bobby Burns 
of Calhoun; son, David Thomas Burns and his wife 
Keshia of Rome; three grandchildren, Ben Burns, 
Baylie Burns, and Cadee Burns; two brothers, Clyde 
Wiley of Rome, and Claude Robertson of Rosedale, 
Ga.; and two sisters, Margie Cagle of Rosedale, and 
Robin Long of Rome.

Funeral Services will be conducted on Sunday, 
Nov. 29, 2020 at 2 p.m. from the Chapel of Thomas 
Funeral Home.

Pallbearers serving include: Claude Robertson, 
Clyde Wiley, Everett Brannon, Bruce Walraven, 
Nick Robertson, and L.D. Cagle.

The family will receive friends on Sunday from 
12 p.m. until the funeral hour at 2 p.m. at Thomas 
Funeral Home.

You may leave the family online condolences at 
www.thomasfuneralhomecalhoun.com

Thomas Funeral Home has proudly been entrusted 
with the care of Shirley Marie Burns.

David Fuller
David Gerald Fuller, 56, of Rome, died Tuesday, 

Nov. 24, 2020. He was born on Oct. 16, 1964 in 
Calhoun to the late Ernest M and Thelma Louise 
Stanley Fuller. In addition to his parents he was 
preceded in death by his son, D.J. Fuller in 2011 and 
his two infant sons, Brent and Brandon Fuller.

He worked in the textile industry and was a truck 
driver. He will be missed dearly by the ones he 
loved.

He is survived by his daughter, Kansas Fuller; 
sister and brother-in-law, Candi (Sandy) Green; 
grandchildren, Cayden Fuller, Cohen Fuller, Bentley 
Fuller, and Brayden Fuller; his loving companion 
Rita Hall; several friends and family also survive. 

The family will receive friends on Sunday, Nov. 
29, 2020 at Max Brannon and Sons Funeral Home 
from 3 p.m. until the service hour of 4 p.m. 

To leave condolences and sign the online guest 
book please go to, www.maxbrannonandsons.com 

The Brannon family and staff are honored to 
serve the family of David Gerald Fuller. 

Willard Goble
Willard Goble, 82, of 

Dalton, died Friday, Nov. 
27, 2020 surrounded by 
his loving family. 

Funeral arrangements 
are incomplete and will 
be announced at a later 
time by Max Brannon 
and sons Funeral Home. 

To leave condolences 
and sign the online guest 
book please go to, www.
m a x b r a n n o n a n d s o n s .
com 

The Brannon family and staff are honored to 
serve the family of Willard Goble of Dalton, GA.

Joseph Morefield
Joseph  Dav id 

Morefield, 87, of 
Calhoun, went home to 
be with Jesus, his Lord 
and Savior, on Sunday, 
Nov. 22, 2020. He was 
born on July 16, 1933 
in Appalachia, Va. to 
the late Charles and 
Mary Ellen Morefield. 
He was preceded in 
death by his siblings, 
Robert Hubbard, Lorene 
Morefield, Charles Morefield, Luther Morefield, 
and Isabel Morefield.

He is survived by his loving wife, Peggy 
Morefield; children, Denny Morefield (Mrs. Judy) 
of Van Wert, Ohio, Debra Morefield Klausing of 
Van Wert, Ohio, Jeff Morefield (Mrs. Tara) of Van 
Wert, Ohio, Joanna Morefield Elrod (Mr. Rocky) of 
Calhoun; 14 grandchildren; 22 great grandchildren; 
2 great great grandchildren; siblings, Kathleen 
Morefield Blanton, Doris Morefield Shaffer, and 
Glenn Morefield; several nieces, nephews, and other 
relatives also survive.

Funeral services were conducted Wednesday, 
Nov. 25 at 3 p.m. from the Chapel of Max Brannon 
and Sons Funeral Home with burial to follow in 
the Fain Cemetery. The Morefield family received 
friends on Wed. from 2 – 3 p.m.

A full obit will be available later.
To leave condolences and sign the online guest 

book please go to, www.maxbrannonandsons.com 
The Brannon family and staff are honored to 

serve the family. 

Mary Parker
Mary Dean Parker, 

53, of Resaca, died 
Monday, Nov. 23, 2020. 
She was born on Nov. 6, 
1967 in Oakridge, Tenn. 
to Felicia Burchfield 
Sexton and the late 
Hubert Sexton. She was 
preceded in death by her 
infant child and brother, 
Glen Allen Sexton.

She is survived by 
her children, Heather 
(Joseph) Fraire and Blake Russell; brothers, Hubert 
Glenn Sexton Jr. and James Sexton; sister, Lois Lynn 
Sexton; grandchildren, Audrie, Johanna, Draven, 
Drake, Onyx, Madisynn Grace, and Lillian Claire; 
special aunt and her companion Jo and Carol 
Richards. 

To honor her wishes her body was cremated and 
a memorial service will be held Saturday, Nov. 28, 
2020 at 3 p.m. from the Chapel of Max Brannon and 
Sons Funeral Home. 

To leave condolences and sign the online guest 
book please go to, www.maxbrannonandsons.com 

The Brannon family and staff are honored to 
serve the family of Mary Dean Parker.

Michael Parker
Michael Darris Parker 

age 65 of Calhoun, died 
Tuesday, Nov. 24, 2020, 
after years of declining 
health. Mike was born in 
Floyd County on Dec. 18, 
1954. He was preceded 
in death by his father 
Emory Parker, step-
father Earl Ray, paternal 
grandparents, Taylor “T. 

P.” and Dovie Parker, maternal grandparents, Clyde 
and Laura McEntyre. 

Mike was a 1973 graduate of Red Bud High School 
and worked years in the carpet sample industry. 
Mike had a tremendous love of baseball, especially 
his Atlanta Braves. Mike was excited when his 
triplet brothers were born stating “Now I have my 
own ball team!” Mike also had unconditional love 
for animals; his favorite being cats. He took in many 
homeless cats and provided food and shelter. Mike 
never looked at them as a burden but as his family. 
A cat’s mischief and playfulness always made him 
smile and lifted his spirits.

Mike is survived by his loving mother Juanita 
McEntrye Parker Ray; his sisters, Debbie (Randy) 
Seabolt, Jan (Kenny) Hammond; his brothers Bruce 
(Teresa) Parker, Brent (Teresa) Parker, and Brian 
Parker (Tina) and very special aunt, Hazel Moss. 
Mike is also survived by several nieces, nephews, 
and other family members.

Due to the ongoing national health crisis, there 
was a graveside service at Fain Cemetery Friday, 
Nov 27 at 12 p.m. with Eddie Brannon officiating. 

The family suggests that in lieu of flowers, 
donations be made in Mike’s memory to the following 
pet rescue:  

Animal Rescue League of Northwest Georgia
1384 Self Lake Rd SE
Fairmount, Ga. 30139
Our family would like to thank the Brannon 

family and staff for their continued willingness to 
serve our community during these uncertain times. 
We appreciate you.

The Brannon family and staff are honored to 
serve the family of Michael Darris Parker.

Louella Stephens
Louel la  S tone 

Stephens, 86, of Calhoun, 
died Monday, Nov. 
23, 2020 after several 
months of declining 
health. She was born on 
May 16, 1934 in Jasper 
to the late Harrison and 
Donie Brooks Stone. She 
was preceded in death by 
her loving husband Max 
B. Stephens; children, 
Larry Mulkey, Lee Long, 
Ernest Bolden, and Jimmy Bolden; she is also 
preceded in death by several brothers.

She was of the Christian faith and a Baptist.
She is survived by her children, Ronnie 

Bolden, Mae Mulkey, Darlene Bolden, and Janet 
(Marty) Cagle, several grandchildren, and great 
grandchildren.

The family received friends on Friday, Nov. 27, 
2020 from 12 p.m. until the service hour of 2 p.m. 
at Max Brannon and Sons Funeral Home. Burial 
followed in Chandler Cemetery. Pallbearers included 
Marty Cagle, John Williams, Rick, and Robert.

To leave condolences and sign the online guest 
book please go to, www.maxbrannonandsons.com

The Brannon family and staff are honored to 
serve the family of Louella Stone Stephens.
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-The Life Choice Hospice Bereavement 
Support Group will be meeting the 2nd 
Tuesday of each month. The support group 
is open to anyone in the community who 
would like to attend. The office and support 
group are located at 189 Professional Court, 
Suite 300, Calhoun. For Information, contact 
Jennifer at 706-602-9001.

-The Northwest Georgia Parkinson 
Disease Association, Inc., is offering a 
monthly support group for persons living 
with Parkinson Disease, their caregivers, 
family and friends. The support group will 
meet at Gordon Hospital; Conference Room 
A. For any questions about the support group 
and future meetings, call James Trussell at 
706-235- 3164 or 706-346-5678.

-Families Anonymous is a 12-step 
program, for those concerned about drug 
abuse and behavior problems of a relative 
or friend. Completely anonymous, non 
professional, and non religious. No dues, 
no fees. Not connected with any hospital 
or agency. Located on Red Bud Road in 
plaza below Fitness First, next to Calhoun 
Counseling Center (Dr. Bledsoe’s office). 
Meeting every Thursday 7 - 8 p.m. Call 770-
548-7849 for more information.

-Bondage Breakers- Breaking the 
chains of addiction one soul at a time. 
Every Thursday night at 7 p.m. at Crane 
Eater Community Church, located at 3168 
Red Bud Rd Calhoun, GA 30701.

-The Georgia Chapter of the 
Alzheimer’s Association is sponsoring a 
monthly support group at Morning Pointe 
Assisted Living, 660 Jolly Road, on the 
third Tuesday of each month at 6 p.m. For 
more information or directions, call Mary 
Braden at 770-548-4683 or Karen Parrott at 
706-346-5220. For more information about 
dementia and Alzheimer’s disease, call 800-
272-3900 or visit www.alz.org/georgia.

-Special Care Plus, a free one-on-one 
consultation program, offers education 
and information to primary caregivers 
of persons with dementia. Any primary 
caregiver who is caring for a loved one 
with dementia in the home is eligible to 
receive this program. To learn more about 
the Special Care Plus program, call 800-
272-3900.

-Want to make a difference in the 
community? Tapestry Hospice is seeking 
volunteers to provide companionship 
to our patients, read books, make crafts, 

garden, light house cleaning, administrative 
work, etc. If you’re interested contact Megan 
at megan.guthrie@tapestryhospice.com

-The Alzheimer’s Association’s Caring 
Closet was created to help offset the high 
cost of incontinent products and give the 
families support they often desperately need. 
If you would like to visit the nearest Closet, 
call the chapter office to receive a flier 
with locations and hours. Morning Pointe 
in Calhoun has a Caring Closet; call Mary 
Braden at 706-629-0777.

-Community volunteers are needed 
at Countryside Hospice Care, where the 
mission is to promote comfort and dignity 
at the end of life. The agency covers 26 
Northwest Georgia counties between three 
offices in LaFayette, Rome, and Newnan. 
If you would like to participate in this 
rewarding program, call 706-638-7651 or 
1-800-660-7381.

-Discovering Hope, an autism support 
group for Northwest Georgia, meets the 
fourth Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. 
at Friendship Baptist Church, Rocky Face. 
For more information, call Connie Post at 
706-673-7765 or www.discoveringhope.us.

-Caring Connection is a telephone 

support group especially for caregivers 
of loved ones with Alzheimer’s who 
cannot leave their homes because of care 
responsibilities. This support group is as 
close as the phone. Call 706-275-0819 or 
1-800-272-3900 and ask to be enrolled in 
Caring Connection.

-Grief Recovery Group for those who 
have lost loved ones and friends, receive 
support and guidance with the Four Tasks of 
Grieving. Cost is Free. Second Wednesday 
of each month at 1 p.m. at Harris Radiation 
Therapy Center at Gordon Hospital. For 
more information or to RSVP, please call 
706.879.5850.

-The Compassionate Friends of Dalton 
and N.W. Georgia is part of a worldwide 
effort that has helped many families cope 
with the loss of a child and to honor our 
children’s memory. The Compassionate 
Friends meets on the third Thursday of 
each month from 7 to 9 p.m. at Evangelical 
Methodist Church (in the “Gathering Place” 
building), 1035 Abutment Road, Dalton (on 
the hill behind the old Lowe’s off Walnut 
Avenue). For more information, call Dawn 
at 706-277-3312 or 706-264-4458 or e-mail 
dawnsisson@msn.com.

Help for the Hurting
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When Thanksgiving 
Day comes to close this 
year, at midnight on 
November 26, there will 
be 35 days left in 2020 – 
and if you’re like many 
people, you probably 
can’t wait for this year 
to end. Indeed, 2020 has 
been “extra” and then 
some, and whenever 
you thought you might 
be able to pause and 
catch your breath, 2020 
laughed and said, but 
wait…there’s more! 

There has been good 
and bad of course, like 
there is every year, 
but things that may 
have seemed bizarre in 
a ‘normal’ year – the 
Tiger King, the arrival 
of insects called murder 
hornets – have seemed 
par for the course this 
year. And there was 
also a pandemic – an 
event so disruptive and 
all-consuming it can be 
difficult to remember 

what our lives were like 
‘before.’

Last November, I 
wrote a column about 
how learning to practice 
gratitude can benefit 
both mental and physical 
health. One of the 
sources I referenced was 
an article in Psychology 
Today, “Science Proves 
That Gratitude is Key to 
Well-Being.” 

Al though  tha t 
article includes medical 
terminology, it bears 
repeating: gratitude 
stimulates two key 
areas of our brain – the 
hypothalamus, which 
regulates stress; and the 
ventral tegmental area, 
which plays a role in the 
brain’s reward system 
that produces feelings of 
pleasure. In other words, 
being grateful can help 
reduce stress and make 
us feel better.

Of course, some 
people seem to be 
naturally optimistic and 
hopeful, their glass is 
always half-full. But 
I also know it can be 
difficult to see the glass 
half-full if you feel like 
your glass is always 
springing a leak – and 
2020 seemed to cause 
many leaks.

Still, even as the 
pandemic  caused 
tremendous disruption 
and worse, some good 
things have happened 
as a result – things that 

might not have happened 
otherwise. And I think it 
might be good to list some 
of those, in the hope that 
anyone can be inspired 
to find some good for 
which to be thankful. So, 
consider that a result of 
the pandemic:

•Families have had 
a chance to spend more 
time together – and 
hopefully some of it was 
quality time )

•Chi ldren have 
learned new skills, 
hopefully pat ience 
among them

•Each of us has had 
to become more flexible 
and resilient, responding 
to the unexpected

•Neighbors supported 
neighbors, communities 
came together

•Pollution decreased
•Restaurants shared 

their secret recipes so we 
could make their meals 
at home

•A lot of people made 
a lot of masks, many of 
which were donated to 
people in need

•More people adopted 
pets

•Musicians gave us 
personal concerts from 
home on social media

•People got creative 
– in so many ways – to 
find ways to do things 
safely

The pandemic may 
have given you things 
to be thankful for too. 
Perhaps you no longer 

have to commute and 
you’ve been able to 
use the extra time for 
something you enjoy 
– hunting, reading, 
knitting, playing video 
games, playing music. 
Maybe you’ve learned a 
new skill, like cooking, 
because you’ve made 
the recipes your favorite 
res taurant  pos ted 
online. Maybe you’ve 
adopted a new dog or 
cat that brightens you 
days. Maybe you even 
gotten closer to your 
family and been able to 
resolve some ongoing 
m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g s . 

Finally, if you haven’t 
gotten ill with COVID-
19, you can be thankful 
for that. A lot of people 
have, and a lot lost their 
lives.

Still, I understand 
some people continue to 
face serious challenges 
as a result of the 
pandemic. But I do think 
there are always things 
to be thankful for, and 
that finding those things 
in your life is always 
important. I’d like to 
wish everyone a happy 
and healthy holiday 
season filled with good 
times, good food and 

gratitude.
Melanie Dallas is a 

licensed professional 
counselor and CEO 
of Highland Rivers 
Health, which provides 
treatment and recovery 
services for individuals 
with mental illness, 
substance use disorders, 
and  in t e l l ec tua l 
and developmental 
disabilities in a 12-county 
region of northwest 
Georgia that includes 
Bartow, Cherokee, Floyd, 
Fannin, Gilmer, Gordon, 
Haralson,  Murray, 
Paulding, Pickens, Polk 
and Whitfield counties. 
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As a travel nurse, 
Denise Robinson of 
Atlanta takes assignments 
on a temporary basis in 
hospitals in Georgia and 
elsewhere.

This year she traveled 
to New York to work 
at a hospital during 
the height of the city’s 
COVID-19 crisis. The 
workplace hazards 
she faced – the risk of 
infection in a virus hot 
spot — were serious. But 
they were balanced by a 
huge paycheck: $13,000 
a week.

Pay for travel nurses 
has generally been 
much higher during 
the pandemic than in 
ordinary times. That’s 
especially true for 
nurse practitioners, like 
Robinson, who works in 
intensive care.

The demand for travel 
nurses has soared since 
the pandemic collided 
with a general shortage 
of RNs in Georgia and 
nationally. Experienced 
nurses are needed 
everywhere, especially 
those who work with 
respiratory patients and 
in intensive care units.

Rob inson  has 
accepted other nursing 
assignments during the 
pandemic, and while 
the pay for those was 
less than she got in New 
York, it was still better 
than the usual amount for 
a travel nurse before the 
virus hit.

“Pa t i en t s  and 
nurses really need our 
assistance’’ nowadays, 
she says. “Everybody is 
welcoming us.”

There are an 
estimated 40,000 to 
50,000 traveling nurses 
working assignments in 
this country on any given 
day. Generally, they 

work 13-week contracts 
in facilities close to their 
homes, but many go to 
distant places. When 
they’re working far away, 
they can get stipends for 
housing and meals.

They’re generally 
looking for jobs that 
feature a quality medical 
facility in a nice area, 
along with good pay, 
says Chris Eales, CEO 
of Premier Healthcare 
Professionals (PHP), a 
nurse staffing firm based 
in Cumming.

PHP has about 
600 nurses working 
in contract or travel 
assignments in Georgia 
facilities. “Demand is 
sky high,’’ Eales says.

The state of Georgia 
recognized the workforce 
need in March, when 
COVID outbreaks began 
erupting here. State 
officials hired a staffing 
firm, Jackson Healthcare, 
to supply many temp 
nurses and other health 
care personnel to help 
hospitals and nursing 
homes handle the surge.

The Alpharet ta-
based firm, after getting 
a no-bid contract, has 
supplied medical staffers 
to more than 50 hospitals 
and 80 nursing homes 
across Georgia over the 
course of the pandemic, 
through its subsidiary, 
HWL, Georgia Health 
News reported in 
September. Jackson 
Healthcare’s extensive 
political connections and 
the way the contract was 
awarded raised ethical 
concerns, though the 
state and the company 
say the deal was handled 
properly.

Jackson Healthcare’s 
HWL unit, as of Nov. 
10, has received $71 
million in state funds 
to supply health care 
workers around the state, 
officials said last week. 

The company says it’s 
working with 72 health 
care staffing agencies to 
get workers to Georgia 
locations.

Frank Berry, head of 
the state’s Department 
of Community Health, 
said Thursday that the 
agency is extending that 
“staff augmentation’’ 
through Dec. 31. He said 
hospitals in Georgia are 
thankful for the help. 
The additional amount 
approved for the HWL 
contract is $30.5 million, 
the state said Monday.

A job with unusual 
demands

 Staffing companies 
typically take about 
25 percent of the total 
rate paid by medical 
organizations, industry 
officials say. Still, a 
travel nurse working 
year-round can earn 
$100,000. With COVID 
assignments, that amount 
could swell significantly.

Trave l  nu r ses 
are known for their 
flexibility. Many of them, 
Eales says, are willing to 
works shifts that regular 
hospital staffers don’t 
find very desirable, such 
as overnight duty.

Lynda Bailey, a 
travel RN who has been 
working in the post-
anesthesia care unit at 
Wellstar Cobb Hospital 
in Austell, says there’s 
no paid time off, and 
many travel nurses have 
to work on holidays.

“It’s a whole 
different lifestyle. It’s 
not for everyone,’’ says 
Bailey. She was an RN 
on the staff of a South 
Georgia hospital until, 
at her mother’s urging, 
she switched to travel 
nursing. She works with 
the staffing firm PHP, as 
does Robinson.

Bailey sees travel 
nursing assignments as 
learning opportunities. 
“I get to go to all these 
different facilities and 
still do what I love,’’ she 
says.

The pandemic has 
now lasted for more 
than eight months, 
and hospitals, nursing 
homes, clinics and their 
employees are feeling 
the strain as cases surge 
again with the return of 
cold weather.

“The health care labor 
force continues to be 
under extreme duress,’’ 
says Kelly Rakowski, 

an executive with AMN 
Healthcare, a large 
staffing company based 
in San Diego. “Average 
weekly hours for 
hospital workers appear 
to have reached record 
highs. Health systems 
are finding talent more 
and more scarce. It is no 
surprise that the needs 
are greatest in nursing, 
and this is also where 
the shortages are getting 
worse.’’

Hospitals are dealing 
with increasing worker 
burnout, unexpected 
attrition, and health care 
workers’ need for time 
off after months of stress 
and strain, Rakowski 
adds. “Labor demand 
pressure has challenged 
the ability of the health 
care staffing industry 
to respond.  Given the 
surge in COVID-19 
cases this winter, these 
trends appear likely to 
continue.”

Bailey says many 
hospital nurses “are 
tired. They’re choosing 
to retire or step away 
from bedside nursing.’’

COVID-19 cases have 
jumped this month, in 
Georgia and in the nation 
as a whole.

One temporary health 
care staffing website that 
connects traveling nurses 
with staffing agencies 
says demand for ICU 
nurses more than tripled 
in Georgia during the 
first week of November, 
compared to the last 
week of October, the 
AJC recently reported.

Bailey normally lives 
in southwest Georgia, 
but lately she’s been 
working in metro Atlanta 
hospitals, receiving a 
housing stipend from 
PHP.

Though  she ’s 
technically an outsider 
in the facilities where 
she works, she says she 
has never experienced 
hostility from nurses on 
a hospital’s staff.

“You go in with 
respect,’’ she says. 
“That’s their house. I’m 
a guest in their house.’’

In fact, they’d like 
her to be more than a 
guest. “Everywhere I’ve 
worked,” she says, “they 
want me to stay on as 
staff.”

Andy Miller is the 
CEO of Georgia Health 
News.

GEORGIA HEALTH NEWS: In tough medical  
times, travel nurses in high demand

ANDY MIlLER, 
Georgia Health News

HIGHLAND RIVERS: Amid a pandemic, reasons to be thankful

Melanie Dallas
CEO - Highland Rivers

To stay up to date on the latest community news, follow  
the Gordon Gazette on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter
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Jennifer Cruz’s passion for film 
and photography led her to Dalton 
State.  

Now, it is inspiring her to launch 
her own video and photography 
business, Luna Studios. 

“Dalton State has given me a lot 
of opportunities and allowed me 
to share those opportunities with 
other people,” said Cruz, a senior 
communication major expected to 
graduate in the spring. 

After graduating from high 
school, Cruz was looking for 
ways to get more experience in 
film and photography. The timing 
was just right for Cruz, who 
enrolled at Dalton State the same 
year the college began offering a 
concentration in film studies. 

“That’s what made me want 
to attend Dalton State, the fact 
that they offered film studies,” 
Cruz said. “But at first, I didn’t 
really know much about the 
concentration. I only knew it was 
an option.” 

Cruz credits Dr. Barbara Tucker 
as the professor who helped set her 
on the right path and told her about 
the film studies concentration 

and the opportunities it provides 
through the Georgia Film Academy.  

The Georgia Film Academy 
gives students in the University 
System of Georgia the chance to 
gain hands-on experience while 
earning credits toward their 
degree. Students take courses at a 
professional film studio in Atlanta 
where they learn practical skills like 
set design, lighting, special effects, 
make-up and more. The academy 
partners with Trilith Studios, 
formerly Pinewood Studios, 
production home to blockbusters 
such as Marvel’s “Avengers: 
Endgame” and “Avengers: Infinity 
War.”  

“I didn’t want to just take normal 
classes. I wanted to get hands-on 
experience, so the concentration 
was perfect for me,” Cruz said.  

While at Dalton State, Cruz 
started the photography and film 
club with another student, Diego 
Alvarado, to connect with people 
who shared her passion for film 
and photography. 

“It was so impactful seeing 
the drive and motivation she had 
to make this something that all 
students interested in film and 
photography can enjoy,” Alvarado 
said. 

Cruz says the photography and 
film club has allowed her to gain 
hands-on experience she would 
not have gotten otherwise. The 
club provides numerous services 
for Dalton State students and 
student organizations, including 
collaborating with career services 
to organize a professional headshot 
day and photographing events for 
various student organizations at the 
college. 

After four years of studying 
at Dalton State and the Georgia 
Film Academy, Cruz feels 
confident launching her photo 
and videography business, Luna 
Studios. 

Through Luna Studios, Cruz 
provides several professional 
services, including headshots, 
graduation and wedding shoots, 
promotional videos and more. But 
she admits she is happiest when 
she is doing creative shoots. 

Cruz acknowledges it has been 
difficult to stand out in a saturated 
market but believes the challenge 
pushes her to be more creative. 

“That’s one of the things I admire 
about the photography industry, 
that it is a little difficult to stand 
out,” Cruz said. “It’s not always 
easy when everyone is trying to 

do fall photo shoots, for example, 
but it gets you thinking about the 
business aspects. You have to ask 
yourself questions like ‘What’s my 
time worth’ and ‘how do I stay 
competitive?’”  

Cruz has many aspirations for 
her career and brand. 

“Luna Studios is my long-term 
goal, but after graduating, I’d still 

like to jump into the film industry. 
I’d love to work at a professional 
studio because my goal is to be a 
director of photography one day,” 
Cruz said. 

To learn more about the film 
studies concentration or the 
Georgia Film Academy, contact 
Dr. Tucker at btucker@daltonstate.
edu. 

DSC news: From film studies student to entrepreneur
DALTON STATE COLLEGE

One of Georgia Highlands 
College’s student organizations 
has been busy this year working 
with a local nonprofit to serve the 
community. Woman 2 Woman has 
rallied behind Helping Hands in 
Paulding on several community 
projects.

Woman 2 Woman is a GHC 
student organization founded 
in 2010 with an emphasis on 
developing communications skills, 
volunteering in the community 
and supporting each student in 
the group on the road to degree 
completion.

The student group has been 
recently working with local 
nonprofit Helping Hands.

“Woman 2 Woman continuously 
works with Helping Hands and 

other charitable communities 
because helping our community 
helps us gain moral values 
and look at the world from a 
different perspective,” student 
and organization president 
Manoucheca Jean said. “We 
believe that helping the community 
brings us closer together and it is a 
very humbling experience.”

The student organization assisted 
with an on-campus coat drive in 
early 2020, effectively collecting 
and distributing two carloads 
of coats to Helping Hands. In 
addition, the organization has 
unloaded a food truck from the 
Atlanta Food Bank to distribute to 
the nonprofit.

The organization is currently 
collecting toys at GHC’s Paulding 
site for Toys for Tots and is 
preparing for a canned food drive 
to be held at the Paulding site the 

week of Nov. 16.
Woman 2 Woman co-advisor and 

Paulding Site Manager Christina 
Henggeler said the organization 
previously led drives to collect 
items from fellow students or 
worked alongside other volunteers 
to unload deliveries from the 
Atlanta Food Bank.

Jean, who lives in Powder 
Springs and attends classes at 
the Paulding site, said while the 
positivity, laughter and connections 
built among organization members 
encourages her to continue on with 
Woman 2 Woman, the aspect of 
community service is central to the 
student organization.

“I was inspired to get involved 
with Woman 2 Woman because 
sisterhood is important to me. I 
believe we must stick together 
and that great things happen when 
women stick together, especially 

young women,” Jean said. “It is 
important that we help one another 
through our life journeys because 
we are all on a mission to become 
the women of our dreams.”

According to its website, 
hhpcga.org, Helping Hands works 
to foster a caring atmosphere for 

anyone experiencing temporary 
or emergency struggles due to a 
crisis situation. The organization, 
which offers services such as a 
food pantry and clothing center, 
is located in the south side of 
the student parking lot at GHC’s 
Paulding site.

GHC student organization gives back to the community
GEORGIA HIGHLANDS



pandemic this year,” said Roberts.
After the success of the first Small Business 

Saturday in 2010, the U.S. Senate in 2011 
unanimously passed a resolution in support of the 
day, and officials in all 50 states participated. 

“You might not realize it, but every time you pick 

up a cup of coffee from your favorite neighborhood 
cafe or buy a gift from a local artist’s online store, 
you’re shopping small and making a difference,” 
said American Express in a statement. 

According to the company, 62% of U.S. small 
businesses reported that they need to see consumer 
spending return to pre-COVID levels by the end of 
2020 in order to stay in business.* When you Shop 
Small this holiday season – and all year long – you 
can help create a big impact.

In addition to shopping at local, mom-and-pop 

shops, other ways to support local business include 
liking a post on the businesses social media page; 
writing a review of the business; leaving a comment 
on a small businesses post and referring the small 
business to friends and family.

Several local small businesses will be open 
today for shopper to take advantage of deals offered 
during Small Business Saturday, including Ashton 
Furniture, DiPrima’s Shoes, Pintage Antique Mall, 
Reese’s Fashion Gallery and Ashton Motor Sports.
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ONGOING 
- P h i l a d e l p h i a 

Christian School is 
located off Highway 
41 between Calhoun 
and Adairsville. The 
school offers 4-year-old 
kindergarten through 
12th grade, using the 
A-Beka curriculum. To 
find out more about the 
school, call the office at 
706-625-3233.

-Faith Deliverance 
Ministry and Outreach 
will be taking donations 
of clothes, shoes, also 
all house hold items to 
help needy families. 
Call Minister Evelyn 
Adams at 706-671-7988. 

- C e l e b r a t e 
Recovery, a faith based 
12-step program, meets 
every Tuesday at 6 p.m. 
at Relevate Church in 
Ranger off 411. Call 
Nicole for information: 
706-979-4713/706-290-
8028.

-East  Calhoun 
Church of God, at 401 
Peters Street, gives out 
groceries and clothing 
through the “Feed the 
Needy” ministry each 
Saturday from 11 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. The 
church hosts a miracle 
healing service every 
first Friday at 7 p.m. 
For more information, 
contact “Feed the 
Needy” ministry director 
Florence Jones at 706-
409-1981. Senior pastor 
is Keith Reid. 

CHURCH 
DIRECTORY
-Fairmount Church 

of Christ, located at 
265 South Avenue 
in Fairmount, Ga. 
Minister Bobby Gayton. 
Everyone is invited to 
visit and worship with 
us. Sunday morning 
Services at 11 a.m.; 

Bible study at 10 a.m.; 
Wednesday Bible study 
at 6 p.m.

-Fairmount United 
Methodist Church-
Loving One Another 
To Christ. Sunday 
School at 10 a.m.; 
Worship Service at 
11 a.m. Children’s 
Church provided. New 
Minister now Leading. 
New programs and 
community outreach 
coming soon.

-Pas tor Terry 
R e i s n e r  i n v i t e s 
everyone to the Vision 
Pentecostal Ministry 
located at 401 South 
Wall Street in Calhoun. 
Come hear the truth of 
God’s Word Sundays at 
11 a.m.

-Faith Deliverance 
Church & Outreach 
Ministry Welcomes 
Everyone to an 
Anointed Church 
Service  a t  1320 
Dawnville Road in 

Dalton every Sunday 
at 6 p.m. and Thursday 
at 7 p.m. Pastor and 
Evangel is t  Evelyn 
Adams, also an Anointed 
G o s p e l  S i n g i n g . 
Come expecting Jesus 
to move for you. 
Miracles ,  Heal ing, 
Deliverance, Salvation. 
For more information or 
directions, call Minister 
Evelyn Adams (706) 
671-7988

-Pine Chapel United 
Methodist Church, 
located at 2232 Pine 
Chapel Road in Resaca, 
“A place to begin, belong 
and become.” Sunday 
School, 10:15 a.m.; 
Worship, 11 a.m. Pastor 
Louise W. Elmore.

-Resaca Assembly 
of God, located at 
904 Resaca Lafayette 
Rd NW, would like to 
welcome everyone to 
please come and join in 
worship and meet our 
Pastor Steve Burns and 

his lovely wife Cathy. 
Sunday school at 10 
a.m., worship service 
on Sunday at 11 a.m. 
and 6 p.m.. Everyone is 
invited.

-Calhoun First 
United Methodist 
C h u rc h  S u n d a y 
Wo r s h i p  t i m e s : 
9:00 a.m., traditional 
worship; 10 a.m., 
Sunday school; 11 a.m., 
contemporary service 
(in the CAC). Calhoun 
First UMC is located at 
205 East Line Street in 
downtown Calhoun.

-First Presbyterian 
Church, located at 829 
Red Bud Road N.E. in 
Calhoun. Pastor David 
McDonald invites you 
to join us on Sunday for 
Sunday School at 9:45 
a.m., Worship Service at 
11 a.m., and Bible Study 
Class Tuesday 10 a.m.

-Oakman Baptist 
Church located at 397 
Oakman Rd. Oakman, 

Georgia, has Sunday 
school at 10 a.m. 
Covered dish dinner 
every third Sunday 
fol lowing worship. 
Everyone is invited!

-Damascus Baptist 
Church, located on 
North Highway 41 in 
Calhoun, Sunday School 
at 10 a.m. Sunday 
worship at 11 a.m. and 
Sunday night at 6 p.m.

-Old Sugar Valley 
United Methodist 
Church located at 
2659 Old Rome Dalton 
Road in Calhoun has 
Breakfast Social at 
9:30 am every Sunday. 
The church history is 
colorful, dating back to 
the Civil War, small cozy 
country church nothing 
fancy! Come join us!

-Faith Deliverance 
Ministry and Outreach 
with Evelyn M. Adams, 
Minister has been 
ordained as a Minister of 
the Gospel since 1972. 

Call anytime to come 
minister to your church 
of place or event at 
706-337-3241. 24-hour 
prayer line at 706-671-
7988. Send all prayer 
requests to P.O Box 394, 
Fairmount GA, 30139. 

-Pleasant Valley 
Baptist Church is 
a Bible believing 
& teaching church 
located in the Red Bud 
Community.  Pastor 
Keith Gibson and the 
congregation invite you 
to come and worship with 
us at 3882 Red Bud Rd., 
Calhoun. Opportunities 
for worship: Bible 
Study for all ages 10 
a.m., Children’s Church 
up to 5th grade 11a.m., 
Worship service 11 a.m. 
Wednesday night service 
times Prayer Bible Study 
and Student Ministries 7 
p.m. 706-624-0198, Fine 
us on Facebook or email 
p v b c c a l h o u n @ g m a i l .
com

Church Calendar
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                                                                       Tallatoona Community Action Partnership                                        
                                                                                                      LIHEAP Heating Assistance                  

Beginning November 2, 2020 at 8:30am, Tallatoona will begin accepting appointments for the LIHEAP  
Heating Assistance Program for senior households 65 years of age and older.  

 

Beginning December 1, 2020 at 8:30am, the general public may begin scheduling appointments. 

Appointments are provided on a first-come, first-serve basis. To receive assistance applicants must qualify 
based on the FY 2021 annual income guidelines. For more information visit www.tallatoonacap.org. 
 
 

SCHEDULE ONLINE:    WWW.TALLATOONACAP.ORG 

SCHEDULE BY PHONE:  770-817-4666, Option 2 or 770-773-7730, Option 2 (toll free for 706 area codes) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Tallatoona Services Bartow, Cobb, Douglas, Floyd, Gordon, Haralson, Paulding, and Polk Counties 
 

   IMPORTANT NOTICE:  Due to health and safety concerns related to COVID-19, all Tallatoona offices are closed to the  
      public. Appointments will be completed remotely by telephone. All required documents will be accepted via fax, mail,  
               or quick drop off at local county offices. Please DO NOT send documents prior to your appointment. 
 

Blood donations typically 
decline from Thanksgiving to 
New Year’s Day as people get 
busy with holiday activities and 
travel. That’s why the American 
Red Cross needs eligible 
donors to give the gift of life 
for patients this Thanksgiving 
season by donating blood.

Who blood donations 
help

On March 4, 2020, at the age 
of seven, Ansley was diagnosed 
with b-cell acute lymphoblastic 
leukemia, also known as ALL. 
Her condition requires multiple 
blood product transfusions. 
Childhood ALL is the most 
common type of childhood 
cancer. It has a 90-95% cure 
rate that requires two to three 
years of intense treatment.

Ansley is a second-grader 
at St. Alphonsus Elementary 
School.

She is outgoing, kind, funny, 
and very smart. She enjoys 
dancing and singing with her 
family and friends and has a 
beautiful soul.

“She is beautiful inside and 
out and is kicking cancer’s butt 
like the little warrior princess 
that she is,” said Michelle 

Gilich, Ansley’s mother. “We 
know there’s an urgent need 
for blood products due to the 
coronavirus pandemic and we 
want to help as much as we 
can.”

Donors of all blood types are 
urged to help ensure a stable 
supply for cancer patients and 
others this fall.

“There are so many reasons 
why someone may need blood 
that we don’t even realize,” said 
Ronnika A. McFall, external 
communications manager of 
the Red Cross Georgia Blood 
Services Region. “We take for 
granted that blood products 
will be there at the hospital 
when we need them, but it 
can only come from generous 
volunteer donors. Giving 
blood, for patients like Ansley, 
is a wonderful way to give back 
this  holiday.”

Cancer patients undergoing 
surgery and chemotherapy 
may require red blood cell or 
platelet transfusions. In fact, 
patients fighting cancer need 
more blood than those with any 
other disease, using nearly one-
quarter of the nation’s blood 
supply.

Important COVID-19 
information for donors

The Red Cross is testing blood, 
platelet, and plasma donations 

for COVID-19 antibodies. The 
test may indicate if the donor’s 
immune system has produced 
antibodies to this coronavirus, 
regardless of whether an 
individual developed COVID-
19 symptoms. Red Cross 
antibody tests will be helpful to 
identify individuals who have 
COVID-19 antibodies and may 
now help current coronavirus 
patients in need of convalescent 
plasma transfusions.

Convalescent plasma is a type 
of blood donation collected 
from COVID-19 survivors 
that have antibodies that may 
help patients who are actively 
fighting the virus.

COVID-19 antibody test 
results will be available within 
one to two weeks in the Red 
Cross Blood Donor App or 
donor portal at RedCrossBlood.
org. A positive antibody 
test result does not confirm 
infection or immunity. The Red 
Cross is not testing donors to 
diagnose illness, referred to as 
a diagnostic test. To protect the 
health and safety of Red Cross 
staff and donors, it is important 
that individuals who do not 
feel well or believe they may 
be ill with COVID-19 postpone 
donation.

Each Red Cross blood drive 
and donation center follows 
the highest standards of 

safety and infection control, 
and additional precautions – 
including temperature checks, 
social distancing, and face 
coverings for donors and staff – 
have been implemented to help 
protect the health of all those in 
attendance. Donors are asked 
to schedule an appointment 
prior to arriving at the drive 
and are required to wear a 
face-covering or mask while 
at the drive, in alignment with 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention public guidance.

How to donate blood

For more information and 
to make an appointment to 
donate, download the American 
Red Cross Blood Donor App, 
visit RedCrossBlood.org 
or call 1-800-RED CROSS 
(1-800-733-2767) or enabling 
the Blood Donor Skill on any 
Alexa Echo device. sponsor 
code: 41NBC. 

Donors of all blood types 
are needed. A blood donor 
card or driver’s license or two 
other forms of identification 
are required at check-in. 
Individuals who are 17 years of 
age (16 with parental consent in 
some states), weigh at least 110 
pounds, and are in generally 
good health may be eligible 
to donate blood. High school 

students and other donors 18 
years of age and younger also 
have to meet certain height and 
weight requirements.

Blood donors can now save 
time at their next donation by 
using RapidPass® to complete 
their pre-donation reading and 
health history questionnaire 
online, from a computer or 
mobile device on the day of 
their donation, prior to arriving 
at the blood drive. To get 
started and learn more, visit 
RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass 
and follow the instructions on 
the site.

About the American 
Red Cross

The American Red Cross 
shelters, feeds, and provides 
emotional support to victims 
of disasters; supplies about 
40% of the nation’s blood; 
teaches skills that save 
lives; provides international 
humanitarian aid; and supports 
military members and their 
families. The Red Cross is a 
not-for-profit organization 
that depends on volunteers 
and the generosity of the 
American public to perform its 
mission. For more information, 
please visit redcross.org or 
cruzrojaamericana.org, or visit 
us on Twitter at @RedCross.

Red Cross needs donors to give the gift of life for 
patients this holiday season by donating blood

AMERICAN RED CROSS



Weekend, November 28, 2020Gordon Gazette8A

O N E  V I S I O N .

O N E  I N S T I T U T E . 

O N E  C O M M U N I T Y .

O N E  F O C U S :  you

N
O

W
 O

P
E N

1 2 1 5  M e m o r i a l  D r i v e
 D a l t o n ,  G e o r g i a 

H a m i l t o n H e a l t h . c o m / c a n c e r


