
S t a t e  S c h o o l 
Superintendent Richard 
Woods this week 
announced his selection 
of 64 Georgia students 
to serve on his 2020-
21 Student Advisory 
Council. Sonoraville 
High School senior 
and Gordon Gazette 
staff member Elijah 
Hibberts was one of the 
64 selected to serve on 
the council, the only one 
selected from the local 
community.

“I am honored to 
have been selected for 
State Superintendent 
Richard Woods’ Student 
Advisory Council for the 

2020-2021 school year,” 
said Hibberts. “To be one 
of the 64 students chosen 
out of more than 1,400 
applicants is a wonderful 
feeling. I’d like to thank 
Superintendent Woods 
and his staff for this 
opportunity, along with 
my many teachers and 
advisors who push me 
to be my best. I’d like 
to express my gratitude 
specifically to Dr. Andrea 
Walraven who informed 
me of the opportunity 
and encouraged me to 
submit an application. 
I’m looking forward to 
my time on the Council, 
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While  numbers 
of COVID-19 cases 
in the local school 
systems are still not 
particularly alarming, 
Gordon County School 
officials announced on 
Thursday they would 
be placing both Gordon 
Central High School and 
Sonoraville High School 
on a hybrid attendance 
schedule beginning this 
Monday, where certain 
students attend school 
for a week while the 
remaining students 
complete work through 
online learning, then the 
students flip modes of 
learning, a process that 
will continue through the 
end of November.

“Gordon County 

Schools has found it 
necessary to move to 
hybrid instructional 
model, as outlined in the 
district’s Back to School 
guidance in August, for 
both Gordon Central High 
School and Sonoraville 
High School beginning 
Monday, October 19. 
The tentative return date 
to full-time, in-person 
instruction will be 
Monday, November 30, 
2020,” said the system in 
a statement on Thursday. 

“The decision to 
temporarily move to a 
hybrid schedule for both 
Gordon County high 
schools is a precautionary 
measure and comes 
following an increase 
in active COVID cases, 
resulting in a higher 
number of precautionary 
quarantines. Currently, 

there are seven (7) 
positive student cases 
at Gordon Central and 
eleven (11) students who 
are under quarantine 
from Sonoraville High 
School because they 
have tested positive for 
COVID-19.”

Active cases of 
COVID-19 at Gordon 
County Schools jumped 
this week to 26, with the 
most staggering jumps 
coming at the local high 
schools: there are 7 
total active cases among 
students at Gordon 
Central and 9 total active 
cases among students at 
Sonoraville High School.

With 26 total active 
cases throughout the 
school system, there 
are approximately 160 
students system-wide in 
quarantine due to direct 

contact with someone 
who tested positive. 

The breakdown of the 
26 total active cases at 
GCS is as follows:

 There are 6 active 
cases of COVID-19 
among staff members: 1 
at Belwood Elementary, 
1 at Red Bud Elementary, 
1 at Red Bud Middle, 1 at 
Sonoraville Elementary 
and 2 at W.L. Swain 
Elementary.

There are 20 active 
cases of COVID-19 
among students: 1 at 
Ashworth Middle, 1 at 
Belwood Elementary, 7 
at Gordon Central, 1 at 
Red Bud Middle, 1 at 
Sonoraville Elementary 
and 9 at Sonoraville 
High School

Those numbers are up 
from the 16 total system-
wide reported last week, 

where only 1 student at 
Gordon Central and 5 
students at Sonoraville 
High School were 
considered active cases 
at that time. 

“Gordon County 

Schools continues to 
carefully monitor the 
active cases that impact 
schools,” said the system 

GCHS, SHS go to hybrid attendance schedule as 
COVID numbers begin to climb among students

It’s been a record-
breaking first week of 
early voting in Gordon 
County for the 2020 
General Primary, as more 
than 3,700 Gordon County 
voters cast their ballots 
in person, and more 
than 2,300 of the mail-
in ballots were received 
by the Gordon County 
Board of Elections and 
Voter Registration Office.

“It was a great 
week,” said Shea Hicks, 
chairperson for the 
Gordon County Board 
of Elections. “We had 
3,712 early voters this 
week!  (It is) history in 
the making for sure.”

Hicks said that out of 
more than 5,000 absentee 
ballot that were requested 
by mail, the office has 
received 2,392 of the 
ballots back.

In comparison, during 
the early voting period 
for the General Primary 
for the week of May 18, 
there were 459 early 
voters for the entire first 
week.

The fact that an 

Elections Office worker 
tested positive for 
COVID-19 on Tuesday 
this first week of early 
voting didn’t deter the 
public from voting. 
On Tuesday, Oct. 13, 
2020, Gordon County 
announced that after work 
that day, an employee 
of the Gordon County 
Board of Elections was 
given a rapid test for 
COVID-19 and tested 
positive. The employee 
had sought medical care 
for sinus trouble and was 
not running a fever or 
coughing when tested. In 
response to the positive 
test, the employee was 
quarantined, the building 
was sterilized with an 
aeroclave unit, and the 
already strict sanitation 
measures were increased.

“All employees of 
the elections department 
have been wearing masks, 
social distancing, and 
regularly wiping down 
equipment,” said the 
County in a statement. 
“Gordon County is 
doing everything it can 
to protect its voters and 
staff. If anyone does not 
feel safe voting in person, 

we do offer alternatives 
such as a secure drop 
box outside the elections 
office.”

Early voting runs 
through Friday, Oct. 

30; Monday - Friday, 
8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. at 
the Election’s Office 
in the Annex Office on 
Piedmont Street behind 
the Courthouse. There 

will also be a Saturday 
offering for early voting: 
Saturday, Oct. 24, from 
9 a.m. - 4 p.m. at the 
Election’s Office. Ballots 
can be found on 10A.

Early Voting numbers break records 
despite positive COVID case among 

Gordon County Board of Elections staff
Brandi Owczarz
staff@gordongazettega.com

Brandi Owczarz
staff@gordongazettega.com

See SCHOOLS,  
page 7A

Elijah HibbertsSee HIBBERTS,  
page 7A

There have been lines of voters spilling outside the Annex Building on Piedmont 
Street each day during the first week of early voting for the 2020 General Primary. 
More than 3,700 registered voters showed up to cast their ballot in person, and 
more than 2,300 of the 5,000-plus mail-in ballots have been recived by the Gordon 
County Board of Elections Office. Early voting continues through  Friday, Oct. 30.

Registration continues 
for Virtual Unity Run

Engineered Floors has completed the design 
for this year’s Unity Run shirt, and registration is 
happening now for the annual event which will be 
held virtually this year.

According to Gordon County of United Way 

Brandi Owczarz
staff@gordongazettega.com

See UNITY RUN,  
page 7A
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A d v e n t H e a l t h 
Gordon is pleased to 
announce that Scott 
Hill, pictured, will serve 
as vice president of 
physician enterprise for 
AdventHealth Gordon 
and AdventHeal th 
Murray. 

“We are so excited to 
have Scott join our team 
at AdventHealth Gordon 
and AdventHeal th 
Murray,” said Mike 
Murrill, president and 
chief executive officer 
of AdventHealth Gordon 
and AdventHeal th 
Murray. “In his new role, 
he will provide executive 
leadership over all 

operational aspects of 
our physician enterprise. 
We look forward to his 
future successes as a part 
of our team.”

Hill has nearly 30 
years of health care 
leadership experience 
and has been a part of the 
AdventHealth team for 
10 years. Most recently, 
he served as vice 
president of operations 
of AdventHealth Medical 
Group in Orlando. 
Hill graduated from 
Auburn University with 
a Bachelor of Science 
in Health Services 
Administration and 
earned his Master of 
Health Administration 
from the Medical College 
of Virginia in Richmond. 

“I’m extremely excited 
to be joining the team 
at AdventHealth Gordon 
and AdventHeal th 
Murray,” said Hill. 
“Having worked for 
AdventHealth in Orlando 
for 10 years, I feel blessed 
to have an opportunity to 
return to North Georgia 
and continue our work in 
providing whole person 
care to the residents of 
our communities.”

Hill and his wife, 
Jennifer, have been 
married for 28 years and 
have two sons, Ryan and 
Jarrett. He and his wife 
enjoy outdoor activities 
and look forward to 
hiking, biking and 
running in our Northwest 
Georgia community. 

About AdventHealth 
Gordon

Founded in 1935, 
AdventHealth Gordon is 
proud to be a member 
of AdventHealth. With 
a sacred mission of 
Extending the Healing 
Ministry of Christ, 
AdventHealth is a 
connected system of 
care for every stage of 
life and health. More 
than 80,000 skilled 
and compassionate 
caregivers in physician 
practices, hospitals, 
outpatient clinics, skilled 
nursing facilities, home 
health agencies and 
hospice centers provide 
individualized, wholistic 
care. A shared vision, 
common values, focus on 

whole-person health and 
commitment to making 
communities healthier 
unify the system’s 
nearly 50 hospital 
campuses and hundreds 
of care sites in diverse 

markets throughout 
almost a dozen states. 
For more information 
about AdventHealth, 
visit  AdventHealth.
com or Facebook.com/
AdventHealth.

Hill to serve as vice president of physician 
enterprise for AdventHealth Gordon and Murray

City, County declare Nov. 1 as Retired Educators Day

ADVENTHEALTH 
GORDON

Georgia Governor 
Brian Kemp declared 
Nov. 1, 2020 as Retired 
Educators Day in the 
state of Georgia. 

This week, Calhoun 
Mayor Jimmy Palmer 
and Gordon County 
Commissioner  Kevin 
Cunningham, have taken 
it a step further and 
proclaimed Nov. 1, 2020 
as a day set aside to 
honor retired educators 
in an appropriate manner 
in the community.  

Those present shared 
thoughts and prayers for 

all those  individuals who 
are manning the trenches 
in schools with this very 
stressful COVID-19 to 
deal with.

There are more than 
135,000 retired educators 
living in Georgia. Of 
those, 639 retirees live 
in Gordon County.  
Most are relentless in 
volunteering their time 
to community projects.

The next scheduled 
meeting of the Calhoun-
Gordon County Retired 
Educators Association is 
set for Wednesday, Nov. 
11, 2020 at the Calhoun 
City Schools Board of 
Education Office . Meet 

and Greet will begin at 
10 a.m. and the Business 
Meeting begins at 10:30. 
All retired employees of 
the Calhoun City Schools 
or the Gordon County 
Board of Education 
should strive to be a part 
of this organization who 
still holds education with 
high esteem.

The Calhoun-Gordon 
Ret i red Educators 
Association is a group 
of active retirees who 
continue to serve their 
community through 
support, fellowship, 
service, membership and 
leadership.
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FROM LEFT: Gordon County Commissioner Kevin Cunningham, President for 
Calhoun Gordon County Retired Educators Association Ken Russell and Calhoun 
Mayor Jmmy Palmer. (CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
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Shirley Casey
Shirley Kaye Casey, 

70, of Rome, died 
Tuesday, Oct. 13, 2020. 
She was born on March 
16, 1950 in Rome to 
the late James Wheeler 
and Dura Ann Salmon 
Sutherland. She was 
preceded in death by her 
son Robert Burns; sisters, 
Brenda Sutherland, 
Glenda Faye Hopkins, 
and Linda Sutherland; 
great grandchild, Kristian Windsor.

She was a loving wife, mother, grandmother, and 
friend. She was a member of Mt. Calvary Freewill 
Baptist Church. She will be missed dearly by the 
ones who loved her.

She is survived by her loving husband of 23 
years, Louie Gene Casey; son, Shane Burns; 
daughter and son-in-law, Stephaine and Danny 
Wine; grandchildren, Kayla and Manuel Santos, and 
Kristian, Meagan, and Michael Gossett, and Telena 
Hill and Jarrett Hill; greatgrandchildren, Stephen 
Windsor, Zorin Windsor, and Braleigh Gossett. 
Several nieces, nephews, and cousins also survive. 
Kristian Windsor is our angel and Stephen Windsor 
is our miracle.

The family received friends on Friday, Oct. 16, 
2020 from 5 – 8 p.m. at Max Brannon and Sons 
Funeral Home. 

The graveside service will be Saturday, Oct. 17, 
2020 at 12 p.m. from the graveside at East View 
Cemetery. Pallbearers include, Billy Hopkins, Andy 
Lambert, Jeremy Jones, Michael Gossett, Manuel 
Santos, and Jesse Morris

To leave condolences and sign the online guest 
book, please go to www.maxbrannonandsons.com

The Brannon family and staff are honored to 
serve the family of Shirley Kaye Casey.

Elaine Chastain
Elaine Nichelson 

Chastain “Red,” 68, 
of Fairmount, died 
Wednesday, Oct. 14, 
2020 after a brief illness. 
She was born on Aug. 
26, 1952 in Cartersville 
to the late Roscoe and 
Jewel Gibson Nichelson. 
She was preceded in 
death by her son, Jody 
Chastain and siblings, 
James Edward Nichelson, 
Marthy Nichelson, and Betty Lou Williams.

She was a loving sister, wife, mother, and 
grandmother. She will be missed dearly by the ones 
who loved her.

She is survived by her loving husband of 52 years 
Jimmy “Meathead” Chastain; son and daughter-in-
law, Jimmy and Tonya Chastain; her very special 
granddaughter, Savannah Chastain; special friend, 
Faye Croft; several nieces, nephews, and cousins 
also survive.

A private family visitation was held and a public 
graveside service at Haven of Rest Memorial Park 
will be announced at a later time.

To leave condolences and sign the online guest 
book please go to, www.maxbrannonandsons.com

The Brannon family and staff are honored to 
serve the family of Elaine Nichelson Chastain.

Nancy Wyatt
Mrs. Nancy Wyatt, age 75, of Fairmount, departed 

this life Tuesday, Oct. 13, 2020 at Floyd Medical 
Center. She was born Feb. 6, 1945 in Columbia City, 

Ind., a daughter of the late Donald and Gertrude 
Richardson. 

She was also preceded in death by her husband, 
William “Bill Wyatt, daughter, Jerri Marie Payne, 
brother, Bill Richardson.

She is survived by her son and daughter-in-
law, Billy and Taiwana Wyatt of Fairmoun; sisters 
and brothers-in-law, Barbara and Darwin Genth, 
Dorothy and Paul Meyer, Pat Hasty all of Indiana; 
grandchildren, Trent Wyatt, Sabrina Payne Swindle, 
Tabitha Payne; great grandchildren, Lane and 
Adalida; nieces and nephews.

 At her request she will be cremated and memorial 
service will be held at a later date.

 Due to the National health crisis and the 
Covid-19 virus, masks must be worn properly at all 
times and social distancing must be observed when 
visiting the funeral home.

Condolences may be expressed to the family at 
www.pondersfuneralhome.com.

Arrangements by, Ponders Fairmount Chapel 
2566 Hwy 411 Fairmount, GA 30139, 706-337-3784

Wesley Deal
Mr. Wesley Adam 

Deal, age 38, of 
Plainville, passed away 
unexpectedly Monday, 
Oct. 12, 2020 at his 
residence.

He was born in 
Carrollton on Jan. 12, 
1982, to Gary William 
Deal and Donna Jo Cates 
Deal. Wesley was of 
the Christian faith and 
worked as a mechanic. 
His passion was everything drag racing: being at 
the track, building motors, and the smell of burning 
tires. He was an avid fan of the Georgia Bulldogs 
and Atlanta Falcons. 

He was preceded in death by his grandparents, 
Bill and Myrrium Deal.

Survivors include his loving wife, Chasity 
Collum Deal; children, McCoy Deal, Alisa Deal, 
and Chloe Collum; parents, Gary and Donna Deal; 
grandparents, Ray and Dean Cates; sister, Tonya and 
Demetrius Henderson; nieces, Jacie, Ameree, and 
MaeLi Henderson; mother-in-law, Falisha Nelson; 
father-in-law, Darrell Collum; uncle and aunts, 
Dennis and Pam Cates and Kathy Deal; several 
cousins and dear friends also survive.

A Celebration of Wesley’s Life was held Friday, 
Oct. 16, 2020, at 12 noon at Kingdom Church 
International, Adairsville with Apostle Rondie 
Goode officiating.

Sign the guestbook and leave online condolences 
at www.BartonFuneralHome.net

R. Dudley Barton & Son Funeral Home, 
Adairsville, will be in charge of funeral arrangements 
for Mr. Wesley Adam Deal.

Robert Millsap
Robert Lee Henry 

Millsap, 59, died 
Monday, Oct. 12, 2020, 
at Floyd Medical Center, 
following several weeks 
of declining health. 
Robert was born in Rome 
on Dec. 20, 1960; he was 
the son of the late John 
Henry and Myrtle Louise 
Lawson Millsap. 

Along with his 
parents, he is preceded in 
death by his siblings, Dorthy Davids, Arron Millsap, 

Howard Millsap, and Johnny Long.
Robert is survived by his daughters, Maranda 

and her fiancee, Scott Hobbs, and Amy Millsap; 
his grandchildren, Austin Garcia, Christian Davis, 
Shane Davis, Brian Millsap, Cheyenne Patterson, 
Hunter Patterson, Tate Patterson, and Michael Jones; 
his great-grandchildren, Alex, Derek, and Athna; his 
brothers and sisters, Daniel Millsap, John Millsap, 
Betty Millsap, Ruth Leming, Lucille Millsap, and 
Sue Carnes; his many nieces, nephews, and other 
relatives.

The Millsap family will receive friends on 
Saturday, Oct. 17, 2020 from 2 – 6 p.m. at Max 
Brannon and Sons Funeral Home. The funeral 
service will be conducted on Saturday at 6 p.m. 
from the funeral home chapel. Burial services will 
be private.

The Brannon family and staff are honored to 
serve the family of Robert Millsap.

Celia Mullinax
Celia Woody Mullinax, age 58, of Fairmount, 

passed away on Monday, Oct. 12, 2020 at 
AdventHealth Gordon of Calhoun.

Celia was born on Jan. 16, 1962 in Gordon 
County, daughter of the late Allen Woody and Jane 
Foster Woody. In addition to her parents, Celia was 
also preceded in death by her husband, Michael 
Mullinax. 

Celia was a member of Pleasant Grove RYO 
Baptist Church of Fairmount, and Rev. Lamar 
Hand’s congregation at Gordon Health Care of 
Calhoun.

Celia is survived by: mother-in-law and father-
in-law, Bobby and Frances Mullinax; brother, Doug 
Woody; brother-in-law, Mark Mullinax; and special 
cousins, Jimmy and Scotty Knight, Deborah and Jeff 
Brannon, Jerry and Brenda Price, and Charles and 
Peggy Craig.

A Graveside Service was held on Wednesday, 
Oct. 14 at 2 p.m. in Pleasant Hill Cemetery of Jasper 
with Reverend Kenny Rogers in charge of graveside 
rites.

You may leave the family online condolences at 
www.thomasfuneralhomecalhoun.com

Thomas Funeral Home has proudly been entrusted 
with the care of Celia Woody Mullinax.

Tony Taylor
Tony Taylor, age 54, of Calhoun, passed away 

on Tuesday, Oct. 13, 2020 at AdventHealth Gordon.
Tony was born on Oct. 29, 1965 in Topeka, Kan., 

son of Ruthell Griffin Taylor and the late Harry 
Lee Taylor. Tony was a resident of Gordon County 
for the past 5 years and was employed by Newman 
Construction.

Tony is survived by: his mother, Ruthell Taylor; 
two sons, Brandon D. Taylor and Dawson L. Taylor; 
daughter, Alissa N. Taylor; fiancée, Sonya Gordon; 
and two sisters, Tamra Taylor Fowler and Lisa 
Taylor Eifert.

The family received friends on Thursday, Oct. 15 
from 5 - 7 p.m. at Thomas Funeral Home.

Funeral Services were conducted on Friday, 
Oct. 16 at 3 p.m. from the chapel of Thomas 
Funeral Home with Reverend Keith Reid officiating. 
Interment followed in Chandler Cemetery.

Pallbearers serving were Brian Tilley, Jarrad 
Allred, Trey Nesmith, Tony (TJ) Eifert, Dustin 
Fowler, Michael Medellin, and Austin Fowler.

You may leave the family online condolences at 
www.thomasfuneralhomecalhoun.com

Thomas Funeral Home has proudly been entrusted 
with the care of Tony Taylor.

Weekend, October 17, 2020

Obituaries   
October 17-18, 2020

-The Life Choice Hospice Bereavement Support 
Group will be meeting the 2nd Tuesday of each month. 
The support group is open to anyone in the community 
who would like to attend. The office and support group are 
located at 189 Professional Court, Suite 300, Calhoun. For 
Information, contact Jennifer at 706-602-9001.

-The Northwest Georgia Parkinson Disease 
Association, Inc., is offering a monthly support group 
for persons living with Parkinson Disease, their caregivers, 
family and friends. The support group will meet at Gordon 
Hospital; Conference Room A. For any questions about 
the support group and future meetings, call James Trussell 
at 706-235- 3164 or 706-346-5678.

-Families Anonymous is a 12-step program, for 
those concerned about drug abuse and behavior 
problems of a relative or friend. Completely anonymous, 
non professional, and non religious. No dues, no fees. 
Not connected with any hospital or agency. Located 
on Red Bud Road in plaza below Fitness First, next 
to Calhoun Counseling Center (Dr. Bledsoe’s office). 
Meeting every Thursday 7 - 8 p.m. Call 770-548-7849 for 
more information.

-Bondage Breakers- Breaking the chains of 
addiction one soul at a time. Every Thursday night at 7 
p.m. at Crane Eater Community Church, located at 3168 
Red Bud Rd Calhoun, GA 30701.

-The Georgia Chapter of the Alzheimer’s 
Association is sponsoring a monthly support group 
at Morning Pointe Assisted Living, 660 Jolly Road, on 

the third Tuesday of each month at 6 p.m. For more 
information or directions, call Mary Braden at 770-
548-4683 or Karen Parrott at 706-346-5220. For more 
information about dementia and Alzheimer’s disease, call 
800-272-3900 or visit www.alz.org/georgia.

-Special Care Plus, a free one-on-one consultation 
program, offers education and information to primary 
caregivers of persons with dementia. Any primary 
caregiver who is caring for a loved one with dementia in 
the home is eligible to receive this program. To learn more 
about the Special Care Plus program, call 800-272-3900.

-Want to make a difference in the community? 
Tapestry Hospice is seeking volunteers to provide 
companionship to our patients, read books, make crafts, 
garden, light house cleaning, administrative work, etc. 
If you’re interested contact Megan at megan.guthrie@
tapestryhospice.com

-The Alzheimer’s Association’s Caring Closet was 
created to help offset the high cost of incontinent products 
and give the families support they often desperately need. 
If you would like to visit the nearest Closet, call the 
chapter office to receive a flier with locations and hours. 
Morning Pointe in Calhoun has a Caring Closet; call Mary 
Braden at 706-629-0777.

-Community volunteers are needed at Countryside 
Hospice Care, where the mission is to promote comfort 
and dignity at the end of life. The agency covers 26 
Northwest Georgia counties between three offices in 
LaFayette, Rome, and Newnan. If you would like to 

participate in this rewarding program, call 706-638-7651 
or 1-800-660-7381.

-Discovering Hope, an autism support group for 
Northwest Georgia, meets the fourth Tuesday of each 
month at 6:30 p.m. at Friendship Baptist Church, Rocky 
Face. For more information, call Connie Post at 706-673-
7765 or www.discoveringhope.us.

-Caring Connection is a telephone support 
group especially for caregivers of loved ones with 
Alzheimer’s who cannot leave their homes because of 
care responsibilities. This support group is as close as the 
phone. Call 706-275-0819 or 1-800-272-3900 and ask to 
be enrolled in Caring Connection.

-Grief Recovery Group for those who have lost 
loved ones and friends, receive support and guidance 
with the Four Tasks of Grieving. Cost is Free. Second 
Wednesday of each month at 1 p.m. at Harris Radiation 
Therapy Center at Gordon Hospital. For more information 
or to RSVP, please call 706.879.5850.

-The Compassionate Friends of Dalton and N.W. 
Georgia is part of a worldwide effort that has helped 
many families cope with the loss of a child and to honor 
our children’s memory. The Compassionate Friends meets 
on the third Thursday of each month from 7 to 9 p.m. 
at Evangelical Methodist Church (in the “Gathering 
Place” building), 1035 Abutment Road, Dalton (on the 
hill behind the old Lowe’s off Walnut Avenue). For more 
information, call Dawn at 706-277-3312 or 706-264-4458 
or e-mail dawnsisson@msn.com.

Barton Funeral Home

Help for the Hurting
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OP-ED
Opinions and Editorials

Weekend, October 17, 2020

I was listening to 
a program featuring 
Televangelist, Sid Roth 
earlier this week and was 
so moved by what he 
shared. 

Roth said, “In November, 

I’m NOT voting for a 
person, I’m voting for 
issues. I’m voting for the 
right to praise my God. 
I’m voting for the second 
amendment, Capitalism 
and the American dream. 
I’m voting for funding the 
police, for law and order 
and the military. I’m voting 
for veterans who fought 
and died for this country. 
I’m voting to stop child 
sex trafficking. I’m voting 
for the freedom to worship 
in our churches, for our 
country to be pro-Israel 
and for my right to speak 
my opinion without being 
censored. I’m voting for 
secure borders. I’m voting 
for every unborn life, for 
our flag and for good 

against evil. I’m voting for 
one nation under God. We 
must all pray and vote.”  

I ask you to remember 
the promises made and 
promises kept over the last 
four years which is just 
the beginning. COVID-
19 will end, sooner than 
later. So, whoever wins 
the election will govern 
on their issues for four 
years. We must consider 
what the candidates stand 
for and what they have 
accomplished in the past. 
In November, we will have 
the chance to make our 
voices heard.

I’m siding with Sid Roth. 
I’m choosing Capitalism 
over Socialism. In America 
- if you work hard, you can 

accomplish anything; your 
dreams can come true. 
We need our government 
to protect American 
workers, industries, and 
our intellectual property 
by pursuing fair and 
reciprocal trade deals 
and holding our trading 
partners accountable. 

The U.S.-Mexico-
Canada Agreement 
(USMCA), for instance, 
has pumped billions into 
the automotive industry 
and created thousands of 
new manufacturing jobs. 
And they will come back 
even stronger in 2021 
after COVID-19 has been 
beaten. 

As a Christian, I am 
thankful our federal 

judiciary has been reshaped 
with a record number of 
conservative judges to our 
nation’s courts. We have 
two new Supreme Court 
justices on the bench 
with a third on her way 
to being confirmed now. 
They dutifully uphold the 
Constitution and defend 
the rule of law, just as our 
forefathers intended. 

I’m voting for 
Christianity that has been 
under attack in America for 
far too long. I am praying 
and voting for God and 
prayer to be brought back 
into our schools. For our 
schools to teach history 
focusing on truth instead 
of personal ideology. 
I’m praying the next 

generation understands 
civics and will want to 
pass the principles and 
responsibilities embodied 
in good citizenship down 
to their children. 

Civics is one of those 
words we all know – but 
often find it hard to define. 
Part of our civic duty is to 
vote in elections, serve in 
the military, volunteering 
in the community and 
being informed in the 
matters of our government 
– both local and federal. 
It’s social responsibility.  

So, I ask – what are you 
voting for this November? 
How will your vote affect 
your country and your 
family for generations to 
come? 

What am I voting for in November?

Caryn Sims
Contributor

Near the end of a recovery 
rally last month in Polk 
County – one of the 12 
northwest Georgia counties 
served by Highland Rivers 
Health – staff member 
Lydia Goodson dragged a 
backpack filled with bricks 
onto the small stage where 
earlier she and others had 
shared their personal stories 
of recovery. 

The backpack, Goodson 
explained, represented 
addiction – the heavy 
burden an individual with 
active addiction often 

carries, a weight that can 
sometimes become too 
heavy. Each brick inside 
the backpack represented 
a barrier to living in 
recovery – barriers such as 
not having a job (or even 
knowing how to look for 
one), not being willing or 
able to practice self-care, 
lack of education, limited 
community connections, 
and the fear of judgment 
that comes with not having 
a sense of belonging.

One by one, Goodson 
handed the bricks to 
audience members, and 
when she was done two 
things had happened. 
First, with all the barriers 
to recovery removed, the 
backpack was so much 
lighter, easier to carry 
and able to be filled with 
positive things. Second, 
as audience members 
held the individual bricks, 
they helped disperse and 
distribute the weight 
of addiction across 
many helping hands – 
demonstrating the vital role 

community members play 
in supporting recovery in 
their communities. It was 
a powerful metaphor, and a 
very meaningful illustration 
of addiction and recovery 
and community.

 It was also an activity 
Goodson thought up 
herself, and she should 
know: Lydia lived in active 
addition for more than 20 
years. But she has also 
been sober and living in 
recovery since 2015, and 
today is program manager 
for Mosaic Place, Highland 
Rivers’ addiction recovery 
support center (ARSC). 
Opened in Polk County on 
October 1, 2018, Mosaic 
Place just celebrated its 
second anniversary, part of 
a rapidly growing network 
of ARSCs in communities 
across Georgia that are 
supported with funding 
from the Department of 
Behavioral Health and 
Developmental Disabilities.

Addiction recovery 
support centers fill a critical 
gap for individuals in 

recovery – between clinical 
substance use treatment 
services and living 
independently in recovery 
in their community – by 
providing the ongoing 
support of peers (people 
with lived experience) and 
connections to essential 
community resources. 
ARSCs help take on the 
‘bricks,’ those barriers to a 
full life in recovery such as 
education and employment 
support, life skills coaching, 
social activities, and 
most important, helping 
individuals in recovery feel 
a sense of belonging.

As an ARSC, Mosaic 
Place does not provide 
clinical services, but hosts 
regular 12-step meetings, 
recovery support groups, 
community service 
projects, family support 
and social activities. Last 
month, for example, the 
center hosted movie nights, 
bingo, art workshops and a 
pancake breakfast cooked 
onsite by Polk County first 
responders. All Mosaic 

Place activities are open 
to everyone and there is 
no cost to participate in 
any of the recovery groups, 
social events or anything 
else the center might host. 
Volunteers are welcome 
to present workshops, art 
experiences, trainings 
and other skill-building 
activities.

Since opening its doors 
in Cedartown just 24 
months ago, Mosaic Place 
has served more than 3,000 
unique individuals. The 
staff – all of whom, like 
Goodson, live in long-term 
recovery – have developed 
such credibility in the 
community that local law 
enforcement officers have 
called them at home in 
the middle of the night, 
or brought individuals in 
need of support directly 
to the facility, confident 
the staff will know how 
to help. Mosaic Place 
has established itself as a 
vital community resource, 
which all of Georgia’s 
addiction recovery support 

centers are. This is a 
positive trend for Georgia, 
its communities, and most 
of all, individuals in our 
state.

Congratulations to 
Mosaic Place for two years 
of outstanding service, 
and to all of Georgia’s 
ARSCs, for becoming the 
crucial resource individuals 
seeking recovery need, and 
the embracing communities 
individuals living in 
recovery deserve.

Melanie Dallas is a 
licensed professional 
counselor and CEO of 
Highland Rivers Health, 
which provides treatment 
and recovery services for 
individuals with mental 
illness, substance use 
disorders, and intellectual 
and developmental 
disabilities in a 12-county 
region of northwest Georgia 
that includes Bartow, 
Cherokee, Floyd, Fannin, 
Gilmer, Gordon, Haralson, 
Murray, Paulding, Pickens, 
Polk and Whitfield counties.

The value of Georgia’s addiction recovery support centers

Melanie Dallas
CEO - Highland Rivers
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Georgia Northwestern 
Technical College (GNTC) 
will be hosting a Free 
Application Week, Oct. 26-30, 
to help those who are seeking 
to enroll in spring semester.

During this week, GNTC 
will waive the $25 application 
fee for all new applicants. The 
admissions deadline for the 
spring semester is Nov. 30. 

Classes are scheduled to begin 
on Jan 6.

“We understand that 
many in our community 
are experiencing hardships 
and waiving the application 
fee is just one of the many 
hurdles we are removing for 
our students,” stated Selena 
Magnusson, vice president 
of Institutional Effectiveness 
and Student Success at GNTC. 
“During the Free Application 
Week when you apply online 

your application fee will be 
waived.”

GNTC is available through 
our call center Monday – 
Friday, 7:45 a.m. - 4:15 p.m., 
at 866-983-4682. For more 
Information on applying for 
the spring semester, visit www.
gntc.edu and click “apply.” For 
any questions about GNTC’s 
Free Application Week, contact 
the Office of Admissions via 
email at admissions@gntc.edu 
or call 866-983-4682.

Georgia Northwestern 
Technical College provides 
quality workforce education 
to the citizens of Northwest 
Georgia. Students have 
the opportunity to earn an 
associate degree, diploma, or a 
certificate in business, health, 
industrial, or public service 
career paths. This past year, 
12,454 people benefited from 
GNTC’s credit and noncredit 
programs. With an annual 
credit enrollment of 7,730 

students, GNTC is the largest 
college in Northwest Georgia. 
GNTC has an additional 
enrollment of 4,724 people 
through adult education, 
continuing education, business 
and industry training, and 
Georgia Quick Start.  For more 
information about GNTC, visit 
us at www.GNTC.edu. GNTC 
is a unit of the Technical 
College System of Georgia 
and an Equal Opportunity 
Institution.

GNTC announces Free Application Week
GNTC

Visit us on Facebook each  
Friday night for score updates

As the world continues 
to confront the COVID-
19 pandemic, Georgia 
Northwestern Technical 
College (GNTC) has stepped 
up its health and safety 
measures for the fall semester.

“The focus of Georgia 
Northwestern Technical 
College is the health and 
safety of all students, faculty 
and staff,” said Elizabeth 
Anderson, vice president of 
Academic Affairs at GNTC. 
“We are also encouraging 
students to consistently check 
their student email for official 
college announcements and 
Blackboard for all course 
announcements.”

The college is following 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) and 
Georgia Department of Public 
Health (GDPH) guidelines by 
having limited in-person class 
sessions and expanding online 
programs. GNTC maintenance 
staff disinfect all classrooms 
at the end of each day and 
fog all GNTC campuses every 
weekend with hospital-grade 
disinfectant.

Students who choose to 
attend on-campus classes are 

following the same guidelines 
across GNTC’s six campuses. 
All GNTC students, faculty 
and staff are wearing masks 
and socially distancing. In 
classrooms, open seats are left 
between students to ensure 
social distancing.

The Dental Assisting 
program is one example of how 
GNTC programs have adapted 
to new on-campus learning 
procedures. According to 
Allison Patnode, director of the 
Dental Assisting program, she 
has limited her class and lab 
to half of its normal capacity. 
Patnode and her students 
also wear masks during their 
sessions.

In order to meet the needs 
of GNTC students, additional 
sections of courses and 
additional seats in courses 
are available online this fall 
to help accommodate those 
students who did not wish 
to attend classes in person, 
said Anderson. GNTC is also 
offering hybrid options for 
some courses.

For Cosmetology students, 
classes are now in the hybrid 
format, which allows students 
to come onto campus and 
practice what they have 
been learning. According to 
Susan Stephens, instructor 

of Cosmetology, students 
spread out through the newly 
renovated lab in order to 
maintain social distancing.

“Every student has the 
chance to come into class 
and work on what they have 
been learning under instructor 
supervision,” she said. 
“Students are also using their 
Cosmetology kits to work on 
different techniques at home 
and record their process.”

Cosmetology student 
Shaina Underwood explained 
the class is set up with online 
videos and assignments for 
her and her 31 classmates to 
complete. Instructors share 
their feedback and grade 
the assignments before the 
students come onto campus 
to practice the hairstyles they 
have been working on.

For classes offered 
completely online, instructors 
are working with new ways 
to meet student needs. 
Brittany Cochran, instructor 
of Biology, said she has found 
new software for her online 
students, which shows them 
3D models of human anatomy. 
The models are helping 
students keep the hands-on 
approach traditionally found in 
a classroom setting. Cochran 
said she is still able to meet 

with her students virtually 
for lectures or if they have 
questions.

Georgia Northwestern 
Technical College provides 
quality workforce education 
to the citizens of Northwest 
Georgia. Students have 
the opportunity to earn an 
associate degree, diploma, or a 
certificate in business, health, 
industrial, or public service 
career paths. This past year, 
12,454 people benefited from 
GNTC’s credit and noncredit 
programs. With an annual 
credit enrollment of 7,730 

students, GNTC is the largest 
college in Northwest Georgia. 
GNTC has an additional 
enrollment of 4,724 people 
through adult education, 
continuing education, business 
and industry training, and 
Georgia Quick Start. For more 
information about GNTC, visit 
us at www.GNTC.edu. GNTC 
is a unit of the Technical 
College System of Georgia 
and an Equal Opportunity 
Institution. 

Hispanic-Serving Institution Status Provides 
Opportunities for Students

GNTC

GNTC Dental Assisting student Kelsey Roberts studies a model 
of teeth during a lecture on the Gordon County Campus. 
(CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

https://www.facebook.com/gordongazette/


6A Gordon Gazette Weekend, October 17, 2020

The annual Calhoun 
Rotary Golf Tournament, 
held on Wednesday, 
Oct. 14, is the largest 
fundraiser that the local 
civic organization holds 
each year, and this year, 
19 teams of golfers 
participated in the event 
that raises funds for 
students around Gordon 
County.

Proceeds from the event 
go toward a scholarship 
each for a member of the 
Calhoun High School and 
Sonoraville High School 
Interact Clubs, REACH 
Scholarships Calhoun 
City Schools and 
Gordon County Schools, 
sponsorship money 
for ROTA Kids and 
Interact Club, donation 
for annual Christmas 
shopping programs 
at both Calhoun High 
School and Sonoraville 
High School and more.

Sponsored by Hamilton 
Medical Center, this 
year ’s  tournament 
included 18 holes of 
golf with prizes for first 
and second place in two 
flights, Closest to Pin 
and Longest Drive. There 
was also the $1,000 One 
Shot Giveaway, where 
each player had an 
opportunity to make a 
putt to qualify for one 
shot from the 100-yard 

marker on the 18th hole. 
The player closest to the 
hole won $1,000.

Longest Drive winner 
was Mitchell Boggs.

The winning team 
(first flight) consisted of 
Hal Lamb, Jake Brumlow, 
Terry Brumlow and Billy 
Brindle.

Second place team 
(first flight) consisted of 
Tracey Henderson, Brian 
Merlin, David Braden 
and Mitchell Boggs.

Closest to the Pin 
winner  was Alex 
Southerland.

$1,000 One Shot 
Giveaway winner was 
Russell Dudley.

First place team 
(second flight) consisted 
of Chris Pierce, Mike 
King, Brian Stengel and 
Tom Eickman.

Second place team 
(second flight) consisted 
of Judd York, Adam 
Cannon, Phil Walker and 
Todd Blackmon. 

There was more than 
80 years difference 
between the oldest 
person to participate and 
the youngest person.

Dr. William R. 
Thompson will be 98 
years old next month and 
was the oldest golfer on 
the course Wednesday; 
the youngest, Calhoun 
High School senior 
Andrew Barber, at 
17-years-old.

Annual Rotary Golf Tournament held Wednesday
Brandi Owczarz
staff@gordongazettega.com

LEFT PHOTO: First place (first flight) team consisting of Hal Lamb, Jake Brumblow, Terry Brumlow and Billy 
Bridle receive their winning check from Rotarian Dianne Kirby. RIGHT PHOTO: Second place (first flight) team 
consisting of Tracey Henderson, Brian Merlin, David Braden and Mitchell Boggs.

LEFT PHOTO: Rotarian Dianne Kirby with Closest to Pin winner Alex Southerland. RIGHT PHOTO: Russell 
Dudley, who was the $1,000 winner of the Closest to Hole.

Youngest player Andrew Barber (second from right, left photo) and oldest player Dr. William Thompson (second from right, right photo) are pictured with their teams at 
the Calhoun Rotary Club’s annual Golf Tournament on Wednesday, Oct. 14.

Rotarian Dianne Kirby with Longest Drive winner Mitchell Boggs.
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ONGOING 
-Philadelphia Christian School is 

located off Highway 41 between Calhoun 
and Adairsville. The school offers 4-year-
old kindergarten through 12th grade, using 
the A-Beka curriculum. To find out more 
about the school, call the office at 706-625-
3233.

-Faith Deliverance Ministry and 
Outreach will be taking donations of 
clothes, shoes, also all house hold items to 
help needy families. Call Minister Evelyn 
Adams at 706-671-7988. 

-Celebrate Recovery, a faith based 
12-step program, meets every Tuesday at 
6 p.m. at Relevate Church in Ranger off 
411. Call Nicole for information: 706-979-
4713/706-290-8028.

-East Calhoun Church of God, at 
401 Peters Street, gives out groceries and 
clothing through the “Feed the Needy” 
ministry each Saturday from 11 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. The church hosts a miracle 
healing service every first Friday at 7 p.m. 
For more information, contact “Feed the 
Needy” ministry director Florence Jones at 

706-409-1981. Senior pastor is Keith Reid. 

CHURCH DIRECTORY
-Fairmount Church of Christ, located 

at 265 South Avenue in Fairmount, 
Ga. Minister Bobby Gayton. Everyone is 
invited to visit and worship with us. Sunday 
morning Services at 11 a.m.; Bible study at 
10 a.m.; Wednesday Bible study at 6 p.m.

-Fairmount United Methodist 
Church-Loving One Another To Christ. 
Sunday School at 10 a.m.; Worship 
Service at 11 a.m. Children’s Church 
provided. New Minister now Leading. New 
programs and community outreach coming 
soon.

-Pastor Terry Reisner invites everyone 
to the Vision Pentecostal Ministry located 
at 401 South Wall Street in Calhoun. Come 
hear the truth of God’s Word Sundays at 
11 a.m.

-Faith Deliverance Church & 
Outreach Ministry Welcomes Everyone 
to an Anointed Church Service at 
1320 Dawnville Road in Dalton every 
Sunday at 6 p.m. and Thursday at 7 p.m. 

Pastor and Evangelist Evelyn Adams, 
also an Anointed Gospel Singing. Come 
expecting Jesus to move for you. Miracles, 
Healing, Deliverance, Salvation. For more 
information or directions, call Minister 
Evelyn Adams (706) 671-7988

-Pine Chapel United Methodist 
Church, located at 2232 Pine Chapel Road 
in Resaca, “A place to begin, belong and 
become.” Sunday School, 10:15 a.m.; 
Worship, 11 a.m. Pastor Louise W. Elmore.

-Resaca Assembly of God, located 
at 904 Resaca Lafayette Rd NW, would 
like to welcome everyone to please come 
and join in worship and meet our Pastor 
Steve Burns and his lovely wife Cathy. 
Sunday school at 10 a.m., worship service 
on Sunday at 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.. Everyone 
is invited.

-Calhoun First United Methodist 
Church Sunday Worship times: 9:00 
a.m., traditional worship; 10 a.m., Sunday 
school; 11 a.m., contemporary service (in 
the CAC). Calhoun First UMC is located at 
205 East Line Street in downtown Calhoun.

-First Presbyterian Church, located 
at 829 Red Bud Road N.E. in Calhoun. 

Pastor David McDonald invites you to join 
us on Sunday for Sunday School at 9:45 
a.m., Worship Service at 11 a.m., and Bible 
Study Class Tuesday 10 a.m.

-Oakman Baptist Church located 
at 397 Oakman Rd. Oakman, Georgia, 
has Sunday school at 10 a.m. Covered 
dish dinner every third Sunday following 
worship. Everyone is invited!

-Damascus Baptist Church, located 
on North Highway 41 in Calhoun, Sunday 
School at 10 a.m. Sunday worship at 11 
a.m. and Sunday night at 6 p.m.

-Old Sugar Valley United Methodist 
Church located at 2659 Old Rome Dalton 
Road in Calhoun has Breakfast Social at 
9:30 am every Sunday. The church history 
is colorful, dating back to the Civil War, 
small cozy country church nothing fancy! 
Come join us!

-Faith Deliverance Ministry and 
Outreach with Evelyn M. Adams, 
Minister has been ordained as a Minister 
of the Gospel since 1972. Call anytime to 
come minister to your church of place or 
event at 706-337-3241. 24-hour prayer line 
at 706-671-7988. Send all prayer requests 

Church Calendar

in the statement. “According to the Department 
of Public Health, the seven-day average of new cases 
reported increased 4.3% statewide; however, the seven-
day average is down 66% state-wide from the peak on 
July 24. Gordon County is not labeled by the DPH as 
having high-transmission indicators at this time.”

The County high school students will continue 
to receive instruction from their classes utilizing the 
Schoology online platform but will only attend school 
in-person every other week, based on the student’s last 
name. 

“Having only half of the students in class at 
one time will allow for additional distancing among 
students within the classroom,” said System officials. 
“From Monday, October 19 through Friday, October 
23, all high school students will have one week of 
online learning through Schoology. This will allow 
adequate time for facilities to receive extra disinfecting 

and sanitation and for teachers to plan for hybrid 
instruction.”

The hybrid learning begins Monday, Oct. 26 and 
will continue until after Thanksgiving break.”

According to GCS, extracurricular activities will 
continue, unless otherwise notified by the school. This 
closure does not impact any other Gordon County 
school, and all elementary and middle schools will 
operate as normal.

Calhoun City Schools’ new cases of COVID-19 this 
week increased one case to 7 total cases system-wide; 
there are 4 students at Calhoun High School and 1 
student at Calhoun Middle School to test positive for 
COVID this week, and 2 staff members at Calhoun 
Primary tested positive. Last week, there were 6 total 
cases at the school system.

Calhoun City Schools post the new case numbers 
each Friday afternoon, and includes the previous 
week’s numbers separately on their website at https://
www.calhounschools.org/summer-resources/ccsd-
covid-19-case-status-reportnew-page 

Both school systems have adopted strict cleaning 

procedures and are following the health and safety 
guidelines set forth by the CDC concerning social 
distancing.

Students and staff who have tested positive for 
COVID-19 or who have recently had close contact 
with a person with COVID-19 at either school system 
cannot return to school until they meet the Department 
of Public Health’s Return to School Guidance After 
COVID-19 Illness or Exposure.

While number of new positive cases in the Calhoun-
Gordon County community jumped in the last week, 
deaths and hospitalizations did not. At press time 
Saturday morning, Oct. 17, Gordon County has had 
a total of 2,092 confirmed cases of COVID-19 since 
the pandemic began – that’s up 127 cases since last 
Saturday. There have now been a total of 39 deaths in 
Gordon County related to COVID-19, decrease of 1 
death since last week, where one death from COVID 
was reported incorrectly by the State. DPH also reports 
that Gordon County has had 123 hospitalizations due 
to COVID-19 since the pandemic began, which is up 2 
hospitalizations since last week.

SCHOOLS 
From page 1A

and I cannot wait to be a voice for 
the Gordon County School System.”

Throughout the school year, the 
middle and high school students 
chosen to serve on the Council will 
meet with Superintendent Woods to 
discuss the impact of state policies in 
the classroom.

“Now more than ever, it is essential 

that I receive feedback directly 
from students on their educational 
experience,” said Superintendent 
Woods. “My Student Advisory Council 
has been an invaluable part of my 
decision-making process for the last 
six years, and I am looking forward 
to meeting with the 2020-21 Council 
soon.”

The council includes representation 
from every Regional Educational 
Service Agency (RESA) district in 
Georgia. Members were selected from 

a pool of more than 1,400 applicants 
who applied to serve on the council. 
Students were chosen based on the 
strength of essay answers in the 
application process, which focused on 
their ideas for public education.

“Mrs. Hayes (Jennifer Hayes, 
principal of Sonoraville High 
School) asked me to encourage our 
best and brightest students to apply 
for the Superintendent’s Council,” 
said Andrea Walraven, Work-Based 
Learning Coordinator for Sonoraville 

High School. “Eli immediately came 
to mind. Based on Eli’s resume and 
academic prowess, there’s really not 
better choice in my opinion. He’s 
one of the most well-rounded students 
I’ve known in 15 years in education. 
He will serve Sonoraville and all of 
Gordon County well on the Council.

The 2020-21 Student Advisory 
Council’s first meetings will be held 
virtually in November. 

HIBBERTS 
From page 1A

Director Jennifer Latour, 
participants need to register before 
Monday, Nov. 2, to be assured a race 
t-shirt.

“The UNITY RUN 5K will look a 
little different this year. With COVID-
19 affecting how we plan our day-to-
day, we have decided to hold the 27th 
race virtually this year, which will 
take place November 23 - December 7, 
2020,” said Latour.

Latour explained that a virtual 
race is a lot like a traditional 5K. 
Participants can run, jog, walk on the 
road, on the trail, on the treadmill or 
at the gym, and can run their own race, 

at you’re their own pace and when it 
is convenient for them within the time 
frame of Nov. 23 – Dec. 7. The Gordon 
County United Way will also have 
two routes mapped out at the Gordon 
County Recreation Department and the 
Calhoun City Recreation Department 
for the participant’s convenience.

Also new is that Unity Run 
organizers are not timing or submitting 
race times this year – it will be more of 
a fun-run instead of a competitive race. 
There will be  awards, and categories 
will be announced soon.   

Register to participate in 
this year’s Unity Run online at 
gordoncountyunitedway.org/unity-run.

The Unity Run, held each fall, is 
the kick-off for the Gordon County 
United Way’s fundraising campaign.

UNITY RUN 
From page 1A
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AD Photography specializes in 
all aspects of photography. We 

are members of the Professional 
Photographers of America and strive 
to give our clients the best memories 
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Another incident of 
Aggravated Assault on a 
Peace Officer occurred 
last Friday in an incident 
on River Meadow Drive 
in Calhoun.

Just before 5 p.m. 
on Friday, Oct. 9, an 
officer with the Calhoun 
Police Department  was 
dispatched to a home on 
River Meadow Drive in 
reference to a physical 
domestic dispute. 

Upon arrival, the 
officer began walking 
up the driveway towards 
the house and observed 
David Lamar Gladney 
(pictured), 36, of the 
address, exit the front 
door onto the porch of 
the home, which was 
on the second floor. 
The officer notes in 
the report that due to 

having many encounters 
with Gladney, he could 
tell that Gladney was 
intoxicated by the way he 
was acting and talking. 
The officer spoke with 
Gladney briefly, then 
asked him to come down 
the stairs of the porch 
to speak to him, asking 
him to do so several 
times. The report states 
Gladney refused and 
that as the officer began 
walking up the stairs 
toward Gladney, the 
man began reaching into 
his pocket. The officer 
advised Gladney several 
times to remove his hand 
from his pocket and 
he refused. The officer 
drew his pistol from the 
holster and pointed it 
at Gladney, and again 
asked him to remove his 
hand from his pocket. 
Gladney told the officer 
to “shoot him,” then 

pulled a knife that was 
approximately 6-inches 
in length and had a silver 
blade and black handle, 
out of his pocket. The 
officer began backing 
down the stairs while 
still pointing his gun at 
Gladney, telling the man 
to drop his knife. Other 
officers were requested 
on scene at this time. 
Gladney took several 
steps down the stairs, 
but turned and went back 
to the top. While the 
officer continued giving 
Gladney commands to 
drop the knife, a male 
came out of the front 
door, saw Gladney with 
the knife, then went 
back inside and shut the 
door. As officers arrived, 
Gladney became more 
irate and began yelling, 
taking his shirt off and 
throwing it and pointing 
the knife at the officers. 

Several other people 
then exited the house 
through the garage door. 
The subjects said they 
were the only ones inside 
the house, and that the 
front door was locked.

Officers continued 
trying to talk Gladney 
down but he threw a 
decorative wood piece 
down at the officers. At 
this time, Calhoun Police 
Chief Tony Pyle showed 
up on scene and began 
walking up the stairs 
toward Gladney. The 
officers followed and as 
they got to the top of 
the stairs, Gladney held 
the knife to his stomach 
and fell forward onto 
the knife. Gladney then 
fought officers as they 
tried to hold his arms 
so he could not pull the 
knife; an officer ended up 
discharging his Phazzer 
on Gladney  two times 

to get the man to calm 
down and give officers 
his hands. Gladney was 
rolled to his side so 
officers could assess any 
damage; he had small 
wound on his stomach 
that was less than 1-inch 
long. EMS transported 
the man to AdventHealth 
Gordon.

The officers were then 
able to question the 
subjects who exited the 
house. One man, who was 
bleeding from his arm, 
said he heard Gladney 
and another person in a 
struggle in the bedroom. 
The man said he saw 
them fighting and when 
he tried to call 911, 
Gladney tackled him and 
knocked the phone away 
from him to prevent the 
man from calling for 
help. Another witness 
in the house said that 
she was in her bedroom 

when Gladney came in 
“yelling and getting in 
her face.” 

Gladney was charged 
with Battery FVA, 
Interference with a 
911 Call, two counts 
of Aggravated Assault 
on a Peace Officer and 
Obstruction.

CPD arrests man on various charges after domestic incident
STAFF REPORTS

DAVID GLADNEY  
Gordon County  
Sheriff’s Office

According to the Calhoun Police 
Department, on Monday, Oct. 12, 
between 12:55 a.m. and 7:40 a.m., 
someone entered Checkers, located 
at 650 Hwy. 53, by punching the lock 
out of the men’s exterior bathroom 

door, which allowed entry into the 
building. The safe inside the building 
appeared to have been pried open at 
the top and the key pad on the front 
was heavily damaged. Anyone with 
any information in reference to this 
burglary is asked to contact Detective 
Lt. David Nelson at 706-629-1234.

CPD investigating 
burglary at Checkers

STAFF REPORTS

CPD asks for public’s 
help in shoplifting case

Detectives with the CPD are currently 
investigating a case of shoplifting 
that occurred 10-13-2020 at 118 W.C. 

Bryant Parkway.  If anyone knows the 
two pictured suspects, please contact 
Detective Annette Printup at (706) 
602-5789.  As always, any and all 
information received is held strictly 
confidential.

STAFF REPORTS
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