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Food Depot, a 
Georgia-based grocery 
store chain that operates 
on a Cost Plus 10 Percent 
format, announced in 
television commercials 
this week that they are 
hiring for their new store, 
located at 466 Hwy. 53 
East in the former Ingles 
building in Calhoun.

In the commercials, 
Food Depot requests 
that those interested 
in working at the new 
store to visit their 
website www.fooddepot.
com to apply. The 
commercial showed 

extensive renovation 
being performed on the 
interior of the 32,000sf 
bui lding formerly 
occupied by Ingles, a 
longtime grocery staple 
in Calhoun, which shut 
their doors in September 
2019 after the shopping 
center the building is 
located in, Indian Hills 
Shopping Center, was 
sold at auction.

According to their 
website, Food Depot 
began as a purchase 
of Kenny’s Market in 
Stockbridge, Ga. in 1975. 
The Food Depot name 
and concept began in late 
1988, with the Conyers 
store first converting to 

the Cost Plus 10 percent 
format. From Conyers, 
the company continued 
to convert the stores to 
the Food Depot Cost 
Plus 10 percent concept. 
The stores range in size 
from 18,000 square feet 
to 50,000 square feet. 
The units consist of five 
customary departments, 
Grocery, Dairy, Frozen 
Food, Meat and Produce. 
According to their 
website, Food Depot 
is an employee-owned 
company that serves their 
customer base with more 
than 40 stores, which 

Food Depot opening soon in former Ingles 
building; in process of hiring for the new store
Brandi Owczarz
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It was announced at Tuesday night’s 
meeting of the Gordon County Board 
of Commissioners that Craig Sparks, 
who has served at Gordon County 
Parks & Rec since 2013, most recently 
as assistant director of the department, 
has been named the new director of 
GCP&R, with former director Don 
Holley moving to the position of 
Director of Human Resources for 
Gordon County.

Holley is taking the spot being 
vacated by the retirement of longtime 
HR Director Garah Childers.

“It’s my favorite thing to promote 
from within,” said County Administrator 
Jim Ledbetter. “A couple of years ago, 
we were looking for people, successors 
within our organization, and we 
did a pilot program of an in-house 
leadership course. Craig was in it and 
we identified him as a potential future 
leader of Gordon County. He’s a fine 
man, and we’re lucky to have him.”

Ledbetter said that Sparks came to 
Gordon County seven years ago from 
Rockdale County. Sparks received his 
Bachelor of Science degree in Sports 
Management from Kennesaw State 
University.

“As the assistant director, he’s 
been an integral part of our recreation 
department,” said Ledbetter. “We’ve 
seen some of his innovation during the 
COVID-19 (pandemic), such as the 
pass-the-ball (videos).”

“Right now, we’re all going through 
rough times in the community,” said 
Sparks. “If we can just be a positive 
light to people, promoting social, 
mental and physical wellbeing, that’s 
our main goal at the rec department. 
We’re seeing an increase in traffic; 
people are just ready to get back to the 
park and the playgrounds. I’m excited 
about the opportunity. I have very big 
shoes to fill; it’s going to be hard to 
follow a great leader like Don. I’m 
looking forward to working with our 
fine citizens.”

Holley came to Gordon County 
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Sparks named director of Gordon County Parks & Rec; 
Holley now director of County’s HR department
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Commissioners adopt budget, vote to 
temporarily halt unnecessary travel expenses 

and begin hiring freeze at latest meeting

In the Tuesday night 
meeting of the Gordon 
County Board of 
Commissioners, the 
upcoming fiscal year 
budget was discussed, 
and the Board voted 
to temporarily halt 
unnecessary mileage and 
travel reimbursement 
for everyone employed 
by the County and the 
elected officials.

“This comes from 
recommendation from the 
finance committee,” said 
County Administrator 
J i m  L e d b e t t e r. 
“Basically, all non-
essential travel, travel 
expenses and mileage 
expenses for all elected 
officials, commissioners, 
staff, employees and 
agencies would be 
eliminated. We should 
take online training if 
possible. Requests for 
reimbursement would 
be reviewed by Finance 
Director Al Leonard and 
our Finance Committee 
Chairman. (The request) 

would be denied 
except in necessity of 
essential services, like 
transporting prisoners or 
if there was a need to 
attend a seminar to retain 
a license or certification, 
things of that nature.”

Ledbetter said that 
rolled into the change, 
there would be a halt to the 
hiring of new employees 
unless reviewed and 
approved by the Board 
of Commissioners.

Commissioner Bud 
Owens quest ioned 
how much the move 
would save the County. 
Ledbetter answered he 
didn’t have a definite 
total, but that about 
$20,000 would be saved 
on just one department 
alone that has the most 
travel expenses. In 
total travel expenses, 
Ledbetter guestimated 
that the move would 
save the county around 
$100,000; he thought 
the hiring freeze per 
position would save 
about $62,000 per year.

The conversation then 
concentrated on the 

Fiscal Year 2020-2021 
budget.

“This  resolut ion 
would be for general 
fund expenditures of 
$37,919,220; our special 
fund expenditures of 
$7,387,000; enterprise 
fund of $1,607,000; 
capitol project funds 
(SPLOST) $14,327,000. 
We’re balancing the 
budget with interfund 
transfers of $5, 209, 
000,” said Ledbetter, 

saying that the interfund 
transfers were from 
the Landfill Fund, the 
Fire Fund, the E-911 
Fund and the Insurance 
Premium Tax Fund.

“The recommended 
budget at $56 million 
dollars is an overall 3.17 
percent decrease from last 
year; that’s mainly due 
to SPLOST expenditures 
for this fiscal year,” 
said Ledbetter. “The 
recommended budget 

of $37 million out of 
the General Fund is a 
1.74 percent increase, or 
$600,000 increase.”

“This has been the 
toughest budget year I’ve 
had due to the economic 
unknowns ,”  sa id 
Ledbetter. “What we’re 
tried to do is present the 
same budget that we had 
last year. That budget 
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ABOVE: The former Ingles building inside Indian Hills Shopping Center, located on Hwy. 
53 East in Calhoun, is now the site for Food Depot, a Georgia-based grocery store chain 
that operates on a Cost Plus 10 Percent format.
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First reading held for amendment to Animal Control Ordinance for the Leash Law section
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Second Front

Gordon County, Ga, June 15, 2020– 
The Gordon County Chamber of 
Commerce recently concluded its 27th 
Youth Leadership Program, under the 
direction of alumni from Leadership 
Calhoun/Gordon County. Thirty-
nine students representing all four 
local high schools participated in the 
program, which typically begins with 
a September orientation and concludes 
with an April graduation that includes 
a scholarship presentation. This 
year, group celebrations such as the 
Chamber’s customary graduation 
dinner were impossible, so each 
student received a monogrammed 
laptop sleeve commemorating their 
participation and the scholarship 
recipient was notified by letter. The 
Chamber announced that Calhoun High 
School’s Andrew “Drew” Eickman 
was chosen from eleven applicants by 
a third party to receive the 2019-2020 
Youth Leadership Scholarship, which 
is funded every year by an anonymous 
sponsor.               

“COVID-19 cut a broad path as 
it stormed across the nation and 
there were very few public places 
where large numbers of people might 
gather that didn’t have to adjust their 
operations as “social distancing” 
became a new standard. This novel 
virus has had a tremendous impact on 
the American business model. I am 
a career professional with a strong 
background in economic development 
and as the President & CEO of the 
Gordon County Chamber of Commerce 
and Development Authority of Gordon 
County, it troubles me greatly to see 
businesses struggling to recover as the 
pandemic appears to wane. I also am 
a mother and it saddens me even more 
to know that so many students missed 
pinnacle experiences, such as student 
honors events and graduations,” said 
Johnson. “The Chamber congratulates 
Drew Eickman on his considerable 

accomplishments and wishes we could 
have celebrated him and his peers 
at graduation. Certainly, these young 
people have their whole lives ahead of 
them, and there’s no way to predict the 
great things they will accomplish, but 
I know they will always regret missing  
so many  events that define the senior 
year experience.”

With a perfect grade point average, 
Eickman will graduate as valedictorian 
of Calhoun High School on July 
31 in a commencement originally 
scheduled in May. He plans to attend 
Georgia Institute of Technology with 
a major in Mechanical Engineering 
after completing an admirable list of 
accomplishments at Calhoun High 
School. He is the son of Tim and 
Michele Eickman. 

He was named an AP Scholar with 
Distinction in 2019; was a semifinalist 
in the Governor’s Honors Program for 
Mathematics in both 2018 and 2019; 
received a Georgia Certificate of Merit 
in 2019; and won first place at AAA 
Regional Literary for International 
Extemporaneous Speaking, with the 
Calhoun High School Literary Team 
winning first place overall in 2020. 

Eickman founded Student Support 
Team Tutors in 2018, after observing 
what he describes as a “clear 
disconnect between fellow students 
and mathematics” which provides 
free, individual and student-led 
tutoring during the school day and 
assists students with graduation 
credit recovery and standardized test 
preparation.  He served as President of 
the National Honors Society and Vice 
President of the Sociedad Honoraria 
Hispanica (Spanish Honor Society). 
He also is a volunteer at St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church. Drew works at 
American Eagle Outfitters and operates 
his own lawn care business. 

“Drew was a great addition to our 
Youth Leadership Program this year,” 
said Nichol Linn, Director of Finance 
& Administration with the Gordon 

County Chamber of Commerce 
and staff coordinator of the Youth 
Leadership Committee. “He is a 
tremendously talented student with 
a great future ahead of him and I am 
pleased that we will be able to join the 
long line of organizations investing in 
his education.”                

The Youth Leadership committee 
is co-chaired by Dr. Brandi Hayes, 
Director of College and Career 
Programs for Calhoun City Schools, 
and Larry Deaton, Director of 
Strategic Management for the Georgia 
Department of Defense (pictured left). 
Its members represent both industry 
and education sectors with Billie 
Jean Erwin participating as a retired 
real estate professional, Kim Gray 
and Gay Little representing Shaw 
Industries Group, and Kim Reynolds 
representing Hamilton Health Care 
Systems.  Christina Long and Matt 
Rice represent Calhoun City Schools 
while KC Larsen represents Georgia 
Cumberland Academy.  Alan Hughes, 

Renee Hughes, and Madison Kirby 
represent Gordon Central High School 
while Ashley Brookshire, Chance 
Hicks, and Dia Johnson represent 
Sonoraville High School. 

The mission of the Gordon County 
Youth Leadership program is to provide 
students with a broader understanding 
of civic responsibilities and community 
resources, so they become more 
informed and engaged citizens as adults.  
The program includes eight sessions: 
an Outdoor Adventure, a Calhoun City 
Council Meeting, a Gordon County 
Board of Commissioners Meeting, a 
Government Experience in Atlanta, a 
County Tour of Healthcare Providers, a 
County Tour of Business and Industry, 
an Arts and Culture Experience, and 
a Community Resource Expo at the 
Sonoraville Recreation Complex.  

The mission of the Gordon County 
Chamber of Commerce is to connect 
members and the community to 
promote economic growth.

Chamber announces Youth Leadership Scholarship: 
CHS senior Andrew Eickman receives annual award

To stay up to date on the latest community news, follow the Gordon Gazette on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter!

GORDON COUNTY CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE
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Van Dyke joins AdventHealth Medical Group
AdventHealth Medical 

Group is pleased to 
announce that Seth 
Van Dyke, FNP-C, has 
joined AdventHealth 
Medical Group Urology 
at Calhoun.

Van Dyke joins Hak 
Lee, MD, at AdventHealth 
Medical Group Urology 
at Calhoun. The clinic’s 
team of urologic 
special ists  provide 
comprehensive care for 
both men and women. 
From kidney stones 
and urologic cancer to 
incontinence and bladder 
disorders, the providers 
a t  Adven tHea l th 
Medical Group Urology 
at Calhoun have the 
experience, expertise 
and state-of-the-art tools 
to effectively assess, 

diagnose and treat a 
wide range of urological 
conditions.

Van Dyke worked as 
a registered nurse in 
AdventHealth Gordon’s 
medical-surgical unit 
be fore  becoming 
a certified nurse 
practitioner. He earned 
his Bachelor of Science 
in Nursing from Dalton 
State College in Georgia. 
He completed his Master 
of Science in Nursing 
from Kennesaw State 
University in Georgia. 
Van Dyke is certified 
through the American 
Academy of Nurse 
Practitioners.  

To schedule an 
a p p o i n t m e n t  a t 
AdventHealth Medical 
Group Urology at 
Calhoun, please call 
706-879-4700. 

About AdventHealth 
Gordon

Founded in 1935, 
AdventHealth Gordon is 
proud to be a member 
of AdventHealth. With 
a sacred mission of 
Extending the Healing 
Ministry of Christ, 
AdventHealth is a 
connected system of 
care for every stage of 
life and health. More 
than 80,000 skilled 
and compassionate 
caregivers in physician 
practices, hospitals, 
outpatient clinics, skilled 
nursing facilities, home 
health agencies and 
hospice centers provide 
individualized, wholistic 
care. A shared vision, 
common values, focus on 
whole-person health and 
commitment to making 
communities healthier 

unify the system’s 
nearly 50 hospital 
campuses and hundreds 
of care sites in diverse 

markets throughout 
almost a dozen states. 
For more information 
about AdventHealth, 

visit  AdventHealth.
com or Facebook.com/
AdventHealth.
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Champion joins AdventHealth Medical Group
AdventHealth Medical 

Group is pleased to 
announce that Amanda 
Champion, NP-C, has 
joined AdventHealth 
Medical Group Family 
Medicine,  Internal 
Medicine & Pediatrics at 
Curtis Parkway. 

Champion jo ins 
Candice Darville, MD, 
Jason Skiwski, MD and 
Dana Stewart, FNP-C, at 
AdventHealth Medical 
Group Family Medicine, 
Internal Medicine & 
Pediatrics at Curtis 
Parkway, which offers a 
wide range of medical 
services for the entire 
family.  

Champion earned her 

Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing and her Master of 
Science in Nursing from 
Chamberlain University. 
She is certified through 
the American Academy 
of Nurse Practitioners.   

To schedule an 
appointment, please call 
706-879-5800.

About AdventHealth 
Gordon

Founded in 1935, 
AdventHealth Gordon is 
proud to be a member 
of AdventHealth. With 
a sacred mission of 
Extending the Healing 
Ministry of Christ, 
AdventHealth is a 
connected system of 
care for every stage of 
life and health. More 
than 80,000 skilled 

and compassionate 
caregivers in physician 
practices, hospitals, 
outpatient clinics, skilled 
nursing facilities, home 
health agencies and 
hospice centers provide 
individualized, wholistic 
care. A shared vision, 
common values, focus on 
whole-person health and 
commitment to making 
communities healthier 
unify the system’s 
nearly 50 hospital 
campuses and hundreds 
of care sites in diverse 
markets throughout 
almost a dozen states. 
For more information 
about AdventHealth, 
visit  AdventHealth.
com or Facebook.com/
AdventHealth.
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George Brinson
George Earl Brinson, age 63, of Resaca, passed 

away on Sunday, June 14, 2020 at Floyd Medical 
Center.

George was born on Dec. 25, 1956 in Los Angeles, 
Calif. to the late Mr. and Mrs. Earl Brinson. He was 
a member of Victory Fellowship Church.

George is survived by: his wife, Norene Reeves 
Brinson; and sister, Tanya Givens of Athens, Tenn.

A Memorial Service will be held at a later date.
You may leave the family online condolences at 

www.thomasfuneralhomecalhoun.com
Thomas Funeral Home is in charge of the 

arrangements for George Earl Brinson.

Robert Campbell
Mr. Robert Wayne 

Campbell, age 71, of 
Resaca, departed this life 
Saturday afternoon, June 
13, 2020 at AdventHealth 
Gordon.

Mr. Campbell was 
born in Rome on May 
28, 1949. He was the 
only son of the late John 
Robert Campbell and 
Azalee Baker Campbell 
Fowler. Along with his parents he was also preceded 
in death by his stepfather, Raymond Fowler. He 
was of the Baptist faith. Mr. Campbell served the 
United States of America during the Vietnam Era as 
a member of the United States Navy.  

Mr. Campbell is survived by his loving wife, 
Jonah McClure Campbell of the home; sons and 
daughter-in-law, John Campbell, Robert and Stacey 
Campbell all of Calhoun; grandchildren, Brooke 
and Tanner Holloway, Tristen and Thomas Bagley, 
Austin Campbell, Jacob Luke Campbell, and 
Jada Campbell; two great-grandchildren, Everett 
Underwood and River Jean Holloway; sister and 
brother-in-law, Linda and Bob Johns; step-sisters, 
Jane Bowman, Janet Shivers, and Linda Young all 
of Calhoun; dear friends and fellow serviceman 
from the US Navy, Mike and Mary Zimmerman of 
Sandusky, Ohio.

Graveside services to celebrate the life of Mr. 
Robert Campbell were held on Tuesday, June 16, 
2020 at 2 p.m. from Chandler Cemetery with 
Reverend Dewayne Shaddix officiating.  Mr. 
Campbell’s sons, grandsons, and Bob Johns were 
honored to serve as pallbearers.

The family had a private visitation prior to the 
graveside service at Ponders Calhoun Chapel.

In lieu of flowers the family has requested that 
donations in memory of Mr. Campbell be made to 
the Voluntary Action Center in Calhoun at 343 South 
Wall Street, Calhoun GA  30701. 

Condolences may be expressed to Campbell family 
by visiting our website at www.pondersfuneralhome.
com.

Arrangements by family owned and operated 
Ponders Calhoun Chapel and Ponders Crematory.  
675 Jolly Rd Calhoun GA 30701 706-625-7577

Arlene Davis
Mrs. Arlene Allen Davis, 74, of Resaca, went 

home to be with Jesus on Monday afternoon, June 
15, 2020 in the comfort of her home surrounded by 
her loving family.

Mrs. Davis was born in McCaysville, Ga. on 
Dec. 29, 1945.  She was a daughter of the late 
Reverend Houston Allen and Julia Mae Stepp Allen.  
In addition to her parents, she was also preceded in 
death by a daughter, Teresa Long.

She and her husband were faithful members at 
Corinth Baptist Church in Resaca. Mrs. Davis was 
a godly mother who loved her family and friends 
dearly. She touched many lives during her time here, 
she will be missed dearly.

Mrs. Davis is survived by her loving husband 
to whom she would have celebrated 50 years of 
marriage with on Aug. 21, 2020, Roy Davis of the 
residence; daughters and sons-in-law, Lisa and Bill 
Manson of Woodstock, Sharon and David Ashley 
of Whitfield County; grandchildren, Lakeya Petty, 
Robert Daniel and Crystal Petty, Matthew and 
Alesha Hopper, Jared “Rabbit” and Amy Hopper; 
eleven great-grandchildren; sister, Geraldine Potts 
of Calhoun; brothers and sisters-in-law, Phillip and 
Delana Allen of Kingsport, Tennessee, Jeff (Junior) 
and Helen Allen of Chatsworth; special friends, 
Bonnie Burns of Resaca, Reverend Dino Bishop 
and his wife Betty of Chatsworth; several nieces, 
nephews, and a large church family also survive.

Services to celebrate the life of Mrs. Arlene Davis 
will be held on Friday, June 19, 2020 at 2 p.m. from 
Corinth Baptist Church with Reverend Dino Bishop 
officiating and her grandson, Matthew Hopper 

speaking. Mrs. Davis will be taken to the church on 
Friday to lie in state from 12 Noon until the service 
hour. She will be laid to rest in the church cemetery. 
Matthew Hopper, Jared Hopper, Daniel Petty, Doug 
Ralston, James Muse, and David Ashley will all be 
honored to serve as pallbearers.

The Davis family will receive friends on Thursday 
evening, June 18, 2020 after 5 p.m. at Ponders 
Calhoun Chapel.

Condolences may be expressed to Mrs. 
Davis’s family by visiting our website at www.
pondersfuneralhome.com.

Arrangements by family owned and operated 
Ponders Calhoun Chapel and Ponders Crematory.  
675 Jolly Rd Calhoun GA 30701 706-625-7577

Johnny Duvall
Johnny Allen Duvall, age 62, of Calhoun, passed 

away on Friday, June 12, 2020 at Redmond Regional 
Medical Center of Rome.

Johnny was born on Oct. 17, 1957 in Gordon 
County to the late John Henry Duvall and Eunice 
Elizabeth Baker Duvall. In addition to his parents, 
Johnny was also preceded in death by: his wife, 
Brenda Sue Ghorley; and daughter, Laura Regina 
Duvall.

Johnny is survived by: two sons, Mason Touchton 
and John Wesley Duvall; brother, Wesley Todd 
Duvall; sister, Robin Duvall, all of Calhoun; eight 
grandchildren; and six great-grandchildren also 
survive.

The family will have a private ceremony to 
celebrate the life of Johnny Allen Duvall.

You may leave the family online condolences at 
www.thomasfuneralhomecalhoun.com

Thomas Funeral Home is in charge of the 
arrangements for Johnny Allen Duvall.

Jim Fowler
Jim Franklin Fowler, 

62, of Rome, died 
Friday, June 12, 2020 
at Redmond Hospital 
after several months of 
declining health. He was 
born on Aug. 22, 1957 in 
Waycross, Ga. to the late 
Hoyt and Elven Fowler.

Jim worked many 
years for Quality Mat. 
He was a member of 
Shannon Church of God of Prophecy.

He is survived by his son, James Fowler; his 
loving companion of many years, Donna Still; his 
brothers, Neal Fowler, Kenneth Fowler; his sisters 
and brother-in-law, Judy Fowler, Janell and Darrell 
Garland.

The family received friends Sunday, June 14, 
2020, at Shannon Church of God of Prophecy from 
12:30 – 2 p.m. The funeral service followed at 2 p.m. 
with church pastor, Brother Crawford, officiating. 
Burial followed in the family plot at Scott Cemetery. 
Pallbearers included Robbie Brownlow, Rodney 
Fowler, Eric Fowler, Thomas Fowler, Roger Murray, 
and Greg Graves.

The Brannon family and staff are honored to 
serve the family of Jim Fowler.

Francisco Guzman
Francisco Guzman, age 51, of Calhoun, passed 

away on Friday, June 11, 2020 at AdventHealth 
Gordon.

Francisco was born on June 26, 1968 in Mexico 
to Margarito Guzman Chavez and Rafaela Leon 
Escutia. He was an independent contractor.

In addition to his parents, he is survived by 
his wife, Angelica Guzman; three sons, Rolando 
Guzman, Miguel A. Guzman, and Eddie Guzman; 
daughter, Lizbeth Guzman and four grandchildren.

Memorial Service was held Saturday, June 13, 
2020 at 3 p.m. from the Chapel of Thomas Funeral 
Home with Reverend Randy Muse officiating.

The family received friends on Saturday, June 
13, 2020 at Thomas Funeral Home from 1 p.m. until 
3 p.m.

You may leave the family online condolences at 
www.thomasfuneralhomecalhoun.com

Thomas Funeral Home is in charge of the 
arrangements for Francisco Guzman.

Travis Scoggins
Mr. Travis Alton 

Scoggins, 66, of Rydal, 
died Sunday, June 14, 
2020, in Redmond 
Regional  Medical 
Center in Rome from 
compl ica t ions  o f 
pancreatic cancer.

Travis was born in 
Fairmount on Oct. 21, 
1953, son of the late 
Glenn Alton Scoggins 
and Sybil Cochran Scoggins. He was a member of 
the 1971 graduating class of Fairmount High School, 
was employed by Apache Mills and was a member of 
Pleasant Olive Baptist Church.

In addition to his parents, he was preceded in 
death by two sisters; Audrey Scoggins Young and 
Patsy Scoggins.

Survivors include his wife, Judy Born Scoggins; 
two daughters, Natasha Scoggins Worthan and her 
husband Joe, Bridget Scoggins Martin and her 
husband David; one son, Alton Scoggins and his 
wife Amanda; grandchildren Lucas, Rileigh and 
Gaines Worthan, Chloe, Leland and Juliette Martin, 
Cody and Skyler Robinson and Ashtin Scoggins; 
great-grandchildren, Mateo Robinson and Dakota 
Robinson; brothers and sisters-in-law, Carl Scoggins 
and Iris McKinney and Ronnie and Sandra Scoggins; 
his brother-in-law, Bobo Young; nieces and nephews, 
Jennifer Hendley, Dustin Scoggins, Kyle Young, 
Brandon Young, and Craig Scoggins, along with 
numerous cousins and other relatives.

Funeral services for Travis Alton Scoggins will 
be held Wednesday, June 17, 2020 at 2 p.m. 
from Pleasant Olive Baptist Church near Rydal 
with Pastor, Rev. Eric Elrod officiating and Mike 
Scoggins speaking. Interment will follow in the 
church cemetery with Duane Martin speaking. 
Pallbearers include Duane Martin, Jason Ownbey, 
Mike Scoggins, Mark Scoggins, Myron Scoggins 
and Mitchell Scoggins. Al Willis will serve as an 
honorary pallbearer.

The Scoggins family received friends at Max 
Brannon & Sons Funeral Home on Tuesday, June 16, 
between the hours of 4 – 8 p.m.

The Brannon family and staff are honored to 
serve the family of Travis Alton Scoggins.

Joyce Thomas
Joyce Elizabeth Burnley Thomas, age 79, of 

Plainville, passed away on Monday, June 15, 2020 
at her residence.

Joyce was born on Sept. 17, 1940 in Conyers, 
Ga. to the late Clarence Burnley and Della Mae 
Brown Sikes. In addition to her parents, Joyce 
was also preceded in death by a son, Steve Lamar 
Thomas. Joyce was a member of Adairsville 
Church of Christ and was a 63 year resident of 
the Scottsville Community. She loved to shop, and 
worked at Mickey’s Fashion for many years. Prior 
to her retirement, Joyce worked in the cafeteria at 
Gordon Central High School and Plainville School. 
Joyce loved her family including her children, 
grandchildren, and great-grandchildren.

Joyce is survived by: her husband, William 
“Billy” Thomas of Plainville; two sons, Keith 
Wayne Thomas and Brian Terrell Thomas; daughter, 
Shawn Thomas Sutton; brother, Roger Burnley and 
his wife Sarah; brother-in-law, Dennis Thomas and 
his wife Debbie; four sisters-in-law, Linda Evans, 
Mary Taylor, Martha Hall, and Fran Franklin; seven 
grandchildren, Mallary Norton, Tyler Sutton, Jana 
Lindsey, Brenton Thomas, Dustin Thomas, Taylor 
Stephens, and Abigail McCary; and six great-
grandchildren, Ashton Norton, Bentley Norton, 
Kayson Stephens, Brady Sutton, Phanuel Lindsey, 
and Baylee Stephens. Several nieces and nephews 
also survive.

Funeral Services will be conducted on Thursday, 
June 18 at 11 a.m. from the Chapel of Thomas 
Funeral Home with Pastor Rick Lawson, Reverend 
Marvin Jackson, and Roger Burnley officiating.

Pallbearers serving include: Dempsey Wright, 
Wade Gravitt, Lennie Holbert, Luke Holbert, Tommy 
Payne, Cary Burnley, Michael Norton, Johnny Jacks, 
Allen Byars, and Cody Franklin.

Honorary Pallbearers are: Ashton Norton, Bentley 
Norton, Kayson Stephens, Brady Sutton, Phanuel 
Lindsey, Briggs McCary, Ryder Gravitt, and Bodi 
Gravitt.

The family will receive friends on Wednesday, 
June 17 from 6 – 8 p.m. at Thomas Funeral Home.

You may leave the family online condolences at 
www.thomasfuneralhomecalhoun.com

Thomas Funeral Home is in charge of the 
arrangements for Joyce Elizabeth Burnley Thomas.
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Obituaries   
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-The Life Choice Hospice 
Bereavement Support Group will 
be meeting the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month. The support group is open to 
anyone in the community who would like 
to attend. The office and support group 
are located at 189 Professional Court, 
Suite 300, Calhoun. For Information, 
contact Jennifer at 706-602-9001.

-The Northwest Georgia Parkinson 
Disease Association, Inc., is offering 
a monthly support group for persons 
living with Parkinson Disease, their 
caregivers, family and friends. The 
support group will meet at Gordon 
Hospital; Conference Room A. For any 
questions about the support group and 
future meetings, call James Trussell at 

706-235- 3164 or 706-346-5678.
-Families Anonymous is a 12-step 

program, for those concerned about 
drug abuse and behavior problems 
of a relative or friend. Completely 
anonymous, non professional, and non 
religious. No dues, no fees. Not connected 
with any hospital or agency. Located on 
Red Bud Road in plaza below Fitness 

First, next to Calhoun Counseling Center 
(Dr. Bledsoe’s office). Meeting every 
Thursday 7 - 8 p.m. Call 770-548-7849 
for more information.

-Bondage Breakers- Breaking the 
chains of addiction one soul at a time. 
Every Thursday night at 7 p.m. at Crane 
Eater Community Church, located at 
3168 Red Bud Rd Calhoun, GA 30701.

Help for the Hurting
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Ready or Not Here He Comes
Do you remember 

when there was no 
internet, cell phones or 
tablets?  We actually had 
to associate ourselves 
with other people.  We 
had to find ways to 
entertain ourselves.  
Sometimes it was games 
like tic-tac-toe and Red 
Rover.  

A few years ago, we 
took some students from 
our church on a road trip/
mission trip to Kentucky.  
We stayed in a life center 
similar to the one we 
have at Antioch. At the 

end of each night, the 
students would have a 
game of hide and seek.  
Students would go hide 
throughout the building. 
Whoever was “it” would 
count to 50, then say the 
words “ready or not, here 
I come” before going and 
finding everyone else.

The Bible promises 
that one day, Jesus will 
return.  Jesus taught that 
no one knows the day 
or the time of Christ’s 
return, but that the time 
will come.  Jesus told 
the people then, and 

is telling people now, 
to stay awake and be 
prepared.  

When He comes, will 
you be ready, or not?  
In Matthew 24:44, Jesus 
warned that we must 
be ready at all times, 
because He will return 
when least expected.

While He didn’t tell 
when His return will be, 
He did tell us some things 
in that same chapter that 
will happen just before 
He returns.  

He said many will 
come saying, “I am 

the Christ.” He said 
there will be wars 
and rumors of wars.  
Nations will rise against 
nations.  There will be 
famines, pestilences and 
earthquakes in various 
places.  Personal ly, 
His followers will be 
persecuted, hated and 
imprisoned for His name 
sake. False prophets 
will deceive many, 
lawlessness will abound 
and the love of many 
will grow cold. The 
gospel will be preached 
to all nations, and then 

the end will come.
Are we in the last 

days? There’s plenty 
of evidence, according 
to God’s word, that we 
are.  This life is not a 
game.  Ready or not, 
Jesus is coming. There’s 
only one way to be ready 
for His appearing; that’s 
by making a personal 
decision to trust in the 
finished work of Jesus 
on the cross, as your 
only hope of salvation.  

Be blessed.

Randy Muse
Antioch Baptist Church 

Youth Minister
rmuse1@yahoo.com

Church News
Wednesday, June 17. 2020

ONGOING 
-Philadelphia Christian 

School is located off 
Highway 41 between 
Calhoun and Adairsville. 
The school offers 4-year-old 
kindergarten through 12th 
grade, using the A-Beka 
curriculum. To find out more 
about the school, call the 
office at 706-625-3233.

-Faith Deliverance 
Ministry and Outreach 
will be taking donations of 
clothes, shoes, also all house 
hold items to help needy 
families. Call Minister 
Evelyn Adams at 706-671-
7988. 

-Celebrate Recovery, 
a faith based 12-step 
program, meets every 
Tuesday at 6 p.m. at 
Relevate Church in Ranger 
off 411. Call Nicole for 
information: 706-979-
4713/706-290-8028.

-East Calhoun Church 
of God, at 401 Peters 
Street, gives out groceries 
and clothing through the 
“Feed the Needy” ministry 
each Saturday from 11 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. The church 
hosts a miracle healing 
service every first Friday at 7 
p.m. For more information, 
contact “Feed the Needy” 
ministry director Florence 
Jones at 706-409-1981. 
Senior pastor is Keith Reid. 

CHURCH 
DIRECTORY
Fairmount United 

Methodist Church-Loving 
One Another To Christ. 
Sunday School at 10 
a.m.; Worship Service at 
11 a.m. Children’s Church 
provided. New Minister now 
Leading. New programs and 
community outreach coming 
soon.

-Pastor Terry Reisner 
invites everyone to the 
Vision Pentecostal Ministry 
located at 401 South Wall 
Street in Calhoun. Come 
hear the truth of God’s Word 
Sundays at 11 a.m.

-Faith Deliverance 
Church & Outreach 
Ministry Welcomes 
Everyone to an Anointed 
Church Service at 1320 
Dawnville Road in Dalton 
every Sunday at 6 p.m. and 
Thursday at 7 p.m. Pastor 
and Evangelist Evelyn 
Adams, also an Anointed 
Gospel Singing. Come 
expecting Jesus to move 
for you. Miracles, Healing, 
Deliverance, Salvation. 
For more information or 
directions, call Minister 
Evelyn Adams (706) 671-
7988

-Pine Chapel United 
Methodist Church, located 
at 2232 Pine Chapel Road 
in Resaca, “A place to 
begin, belong and become.” 
Sunday School, 10:15 a.m.; 
Worship, 11 a.m. Pastor 
Louise W. Elmore.

-Resaca Assembly of 
God, located at 904 Resaca 
Lafayette Rd NW, would 
like to welcome everyone 
to please come and join in 
worship and meet our Pastor 
Steve Burns and his lovely 

wife Cathy. Sunday school 
at 10 a.m., worship service 
on Sunday at 11 a.m. and 6 
p.m.. Everyone is invited.

-Calhoun First United 
Methodist Church Sunday 
Worship times: 9:00 a.m., 
traditional worship; 10 a.m., 
Sunday school; 11 a.m., 
contemporary service (in 
the CAC). Calhoun First 
UMC is located at 205 East 
Line Street in downtown 
Calhoun.

-First Presbyterian 
Church, located at 829 Red 
Bud Road N.E. in Calhoun. 
Pastor David McDonald 
invites you to join us on 
Sunday for Sunday School at 
9:45 a.m., Worship Service 
at 11 a.m., and Bible Study 
Class Tuesday 10 a.m.

-Oakman Baptist 
Church located at 397 
Oakman Rd. Oakman, 
Georgia, has Sunday 
school at 10 a.m. Covered 
dish dinner every third 
Sunday following worship. 
Everyone is invited!

-Damascus Baptist 
Church, located on North 
Highway 41 in Calhoun, 
Sunday School at 10 a.m. 
Sunday worship at 11 a.m. 
and Sunday night at 6 p.m.

-Old Sugar Valley 
United Methodist Church 
located at 2659 Old Rome 
Dalton Road in Calhoun 
has Breakfast Social at 
9:30 am every Sunday. The 
church history is colorful, 
dating back to the Civil War, 
small cozy country church 
nothing fancy! Come join 
us!

-Faith Deliverance 
Ministry and Outreach 
with Evelyn M. Adams, 
Minister has been ordained 
as a Minister of the Gospel 
since 1972. Call anytime to 
come minister to your church 
of place or event at 706-337-
3241. 24-hour prayer line 
at 706-671-7988. Send all 
prayer requests to P.O Box 
394, Fairmount GA, 30139. 

-Pleasant Valley Baptist 
Church is a Bible believing 
& teaching church located 
in the Red Bud Community. 
Pastor Keith Gibson and the 
congregation invite you to 
come and worship with us at 
3882 Red Bud Rd., Calhoun. 
Opportunities for worship: 
Bible Study for all ages 10 
a.m., Children’s Church up 
to 5th grade 11a.m., Worship 
service 11 a.m. Wednesday 
night service times Prayer 
Bible Study and Student 
Ministries 7 p.m. 706-624-
0198, Find us on Facebook 
or email pvbccalhoun@
gmail.com

-Maranatha Baptist 
Church on Hwy 225 across 
from paradise Drag Strip, 
Calhoun would like to invite 
you to attend our services 
for Sunday School starting 
at 10 a.m., Worship Service 
at 10:45 a.m. Wednesday 
Night Services are at 7 
p.m. Everyone is Welcome. 
Pastor Richard Webster.

-Evangelistic Outreach 
Ministries on 1590 Dews 
Pond Road. Pastor Mark 
Kirby invites everyone to 
Fellowship and Worship 
with us. Children’s Church 
on Sunday Services starts 

at 11:00am Childrens 
Church starts at 11:30am. 
Wednesday nights Bible 
Study 7:00pm-8:00pm. 
Come out and see what the 
Lord is doing!

-The College Street 
Church of God, 731 
College St., Calhoun, 706-
483-3666, pastor Dewayne 
Smith, holds weekly 
services: Sunday school at 
10 a.m., Sunday; morning 
worship at 11 a.m., Sunday; 
Sunday night service at 6 
p.m.; and Bible study on 
Wednesday at 7 p.m.

-Victory Fellowship 
Center, 925 Oothcalooga 
St., invites you to weekly 
worship services held at 11 
a.m. every Sunday morning. 
Pastor Joe Stewart and the 
VFC family also invite 
everyone to join each 
Wednesday at noon and 
7:30 p.m. for anointed and 
enlightening Bible studies. 
If you are looking to grow 
in your understanding of 
God’s plan for your life and 
gain greater insight of the 
life changing power of His 
word, come and join us as 
we study the word.

-Boone Ford Baptist 
Church invites you to 
attend its services for 
Sunday School starting at 
10 a.m. and Worship services 
at 11 a.m. every Sunday.  
Sunday night services are 
at 6 p.m. on the first and 
third Sunday night of each 
month.  Wednesday night 
services start at 7:30 p.m.  
Everyone welcome.  Gary 
Quarles, pastor.

-Pleasant Hill Baptist 
Church and Pastor David 
Peeler invite everyone to 
attend weekly services. 
Sunday School begins at 10 
a.m. and worship at 11 a.m. 
Sunday evening activities 
and discipleship training 

begin at 6 p.m., and children’s 
and youth programs at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday service begins 
at 7 p.m., along with Bible 
study programs for children 
and youth.

-Pastor Steve Corbin 
invites everyone to regular 
services at New Zion 
Baptist Church. Sunday 
School is at 10 a.m., 
worship service at 11 a.m. 
and Sunday night service at 
6:30 p.m. Wednesday night 
Bible study is at 7:15 a.m. 
Everyone is welcome.

-Greater Mt. Tabor 
Baptist Church, 259 
Herring Road, NW, 
Armuchee, invites you to 
come worship and fellowship 
with us on Sunday morning 
at 11 a.m. Pastor Reginald 
McDaniel and Church 
Family also welcome you 
to attend Mid-Week Bible 
Study, Wednesday evening 
at 6 p.m. and Sunday School 
at 10 a..m..  We are a church 
on the move for Christ, come 
share with us as we grow in 
the Word of God.

-Resaca First Baptist 
Church and Pastor Rev. 
Harold Blackstock would 
like to invite you to attend 
our Sunday School at 10 
a.m. and worship at 11 a.m. 
Sunday night service is at 
6 p.m. Wednesday night 
service at 6 p.m. for children 
and youth.

-Liberty Baptist 
Church Pastor Gene 
Ratcliff invites everyone to 
church services in Ranger; 
service times are 10 a.m. 
Sunday School, 11 a.m. 
Sunday worship and 7 p.m. 
Wednesday worship.

-Brother Joe Hall and 
the congregation of Ranger 
Baptist invite everyone 
to its regular services on 
Sunday morning. Sunday 
School begins at 10 a.m. 

Worship is Wednesday night 
with dinner at 6:30 p.m. and 
Bible study at 7 p.m. For 
more information, call 706-
629-3425.

-Oak Grove Baptist 
Church of Adairsville is 
located at 997 Brownlee 
Mountain Road S.W. 
Service times are Sunday 
school 9:45 a.m., with 
worship at 11 a.m. and 
6 p.m. on Sunday and 7 
p.m. on Wednesday. Pastor: 
Roger Fisher.

-Fellowship Baptist 
Church of Plainville 
will hold a Brotherhood 
Breakfast on the second 
Sunday of each month at 8 
a.m. 

-Hope in Christ 
Ministries, 306 Peters St., 
is holding services every 
Sunday morning. Adult 
Bible Study starts at 10 a.m. 
with praise/worship service 
at 11 a.m. Bishop W. S. 
(Billy) Weems is the pastor. 
Rev. Earnest Diamond Jr. 
is assistant pastor. For more 
information, call the church 
at 706-602-2433.

-Talking Rock Creek 
Chapel has a new pastor, the 
Pastor Donald Broaehurst 
and family. Service times 
are 9 a.m. for Sunday school 
and Children’s Church 
and 10 a.m. and 7 p.m. 
on Wednesday. For more 
information, call 706-669-
0854.

-Rev. Israel and Bishop 
Rita Partin Spaulding will 
host a Gathering of Eagles 
Revival Service each 
Saturday night at 6:30.
These meetings are designed 
for those individuals who 
have a desire to go higher in 
God. Come expecting your 
breakthrough. The location is 
799 Pine Street in the Church 
of God in Christ building. 
Rev. Israel and Bishop Rita 

are International Speakers 
with a Life Changing Word. 
For more information please 
call 423-883-3138.

-Philadelphia Baptist 
Church operates North 
Georgia Baptist College 
and is registering students. 
It is a local church ministry 
designed to prepare men and 
women for serving the Lord. 
It will provide basic training 
for preachers, Sunday 
school teachers, Christian 
schoolteachers, evangelists 
and missionaries. For more 
information call the church 
office at 706-625-3233 or 
visit the college’s web site at 
www.northgabaptistcollege.
com. 

-Calhoun Church of 
Jesus Christ, located at the 
corner of Damascus Road 
and Pine Drive, invites 
everyone to attend their 
weekly services. Sunday 
services take place at 10:30 
a.m. and 6 p.m. Wednesday’s 
service is at 7 p.m. The 
church’s pastor is Joshua 
Maddox and assistant pastor 
is Hunter Quarles. 

-Big Springs Baptist 
Church, 3326 Dews Pond 
Road SE, Calhoun, invites 
families and individuals from 
all walks of life to attend 
their services (casual dress). 
The worship service includes 
contemporary music along 
with traditional hymns and 
Southern Gospel. Children’s 
Church is provided for ages 
K- 3rd grade and nursery 
for babies – pre-k. Service 
times: Sunday mornings: 
fellowship breakfast, 9:15-
9:30 a.m.; Bible study (all 
ages) 9:45 a.m., worship 
10:45 a.m. Evening worship 
6:30 p.m. Wednesday 
evenings 6:30 p.m. For more 
information on the church 
you may contact rev. Tommy 
Phillips at 678-986-7404.

Church Calendar
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Cash Flow With Joe: Robbing Peter to pay Paul

We just had our first 
real hot days for this year, 
which means landlords are 
about to get calls about air 
conditioning not working 
properly.

Now, there are some 
normal things that can 
happen when central units 
go from being “off” during 
springtime to “on” full blast 
in the Georgia heat, and 
these typical malfunctions 

can hinder a unit’s ability 
to cool. But we just had 
some not-so-normal things 
happen with brand new 
units I’d like to tell you 
about.

The first one was at 
my personal house. We 
had to have a completely 
new split-style heat pump 
installed in late March. So, 
we called the company we 
have been using for the past 
three years to do it.           

During the install, they 
added a few more “drops,” 
or places where vents are 
located, to better handle an 
area that was once a carport 
but is now our master 
bedroom.

We enjoyed the new 
cooling for a week or two 
before the temperatures 
outside came down again, 
and we opened the windows 
and turned the central 
unit off. Once the outside 
temperatures rose again, we 
turned the new unit back 
on and noticed something 

wasn’t right. The new 
drops didn’t appear to be 
blowing, and there was a 
big difference between the 
temperature in our bedroom 
and the rest of the house.

I called the AC company 
to inquire about this issue, 
and they told me it probably 
had to do with the insulation 
over our bedroom being 
different because it was 
once a carport. That answer 
seemed strange to me 
because insulation should 
have nothing to do with 
the airflow. But we got 
preoccupied with the baby, 
and I let it go.

Next, we had another 
unit installed in late April 
at a rental. At that time, it 
was still cool outside. That 
same company installed 
the unit the day our tenants 
moved in, and they were 
happy about it until it got 
hot outside. At that point, 
the AC was blowing room 
temperature air. I let the 
installer know, and they 

said they would get to it 
later that week.

They didn’t show… 
twice.               

We discovered the 
unit had frozen up, so we 
contacted another company 
to see what the issue was. 
To make a long story short, 
the brand-new unit didn’t 
have enough Freon in it 
and it costed us $200 to get 
it topped off. And on top of 
that, my tenants and their 
little children were in the 
heat for a week and half 
because our usual company 
(you know, they one who 
installed it) didn’t show up 
when they said they were 
going to.

After that episode, 
I decided to inspect my 
personal house. What I 
found was that the new drops 
had not been adequately 
secured and had fallen off. 
In other words, the cool air 
meant for my bedroom was 
now cooling the attic. I’m 
no AC expert, but I took 

enough duct tape to them 
to make NASA proud. And 
now our bedroom is much 
more comfortable.         

These situations beg a 
question. Both of these new 
units were sold to me with 
a parts and labor warranty. 
But what good is a warranty 
if you can’t get the company 
to show back up?

This morning I was 
talking to my friend Russ 
over at Gordon Building 
Supply about this very 
issue. We started talking 
about how guys who have 
trade skills often try to 
branch out on their own 
and start a business.

Russ said he has seen 
time and time again were 
these contractors will bid 
jobs, get them, and then 
charge their materials 
on credit. Once they 
get paid, they spend the 
entire invoice amount 
before they’ve paid for the 
materials they charged for 
the original job, meaning 

they start the next job in 
the red. This practice has a 
snowball effect and before 
long, they are robbing from 
Peter to pay Paul.

We agreed that this 
was not a good way to 
run a business. I wondered 
if that’s what’s going on 
with this AC company and 
they’re having to run from 
new job to new job to stay 
afloat.

Robbing Peter to pay 
Paul is an easy trap to fall 
into in real estate, especially 
when flipping. It’s very easy 
to overspend your rehab 
funds and not have enough 
to finish the house. If you 
ever find yourself digging 
that hole, stop digging. You 
don’t want to fall in there.

Joe and Ashley English 
buy houses and mobile 
homes in Northwest 
Georgia. For more 
information or to ask 
a question, go to www.
cashflowwithjoe.com or 
call Joe at 678-986-6813.

Joe & Ashley English
Owners of Focus 

Property Solutions, LLC
focuspropertysolutionsllc 

@gmail.com

Can You Invest for Retirement and Education ? 

Typically, this time 
of year is filled with 
graduation ceremonies 
and celebrations. But 
with the coronavirus 
pandemic, not much 
has been typical lately. 
Eventually, though, things 

will return to normal and 
schools will reopen for 
in-person learning. And if 
you have young children, 
you may want to save for 
their higher education, 
whether that be college or 
trade school. At the same 
time, though, you’re 
moving ever closer to 
retirement. Can you save 
for your kids’ education 
and a comfortable 
retirement for yourself at 
the same time?

It is indeed possible, 
although you may need 
to prioritize somewhat. 
Specifically, you may 
not want to put off 
saving for retirement in 
favor of education. But 
by viewing these goals 
together and investing as 
early as possible in each 

of them, you can take 
advantage of one of your 
biggest assets – time. 

Of course, you’ll 
still have to budget 
your resources. You 
want to invest as much 
as you can, but not so 
much that your monthly 
cash flow is crimped. 
Consequently, you may 
have to consider retiring 
later, contributing less to 
your child’s education, or 
a combination of the two. 
But in terms of logistics, 
you can make saving and 
investing easier. 

 First, consider your 
retirement accounts. If 
you have a traditional 
401(k) or similar plan, 
your contributions come 
out of your paycheck 
before you even see the 

money – so it’s about as 
painless a way of building 
your retirement fund as 
possible. Put in as much 
as your budget allows and 
consider increasing your 
contributions when you 
receive a raise at work. 
You can also direct your 
bank to move money each 
month from your savings 
or checking account into 
your IRA. 

Now, let’s move to 
your other key goal: 
education. Several 
education funding 
vehicles are available, 
but one of the most 
popular is the 529 plan. 
Your earnings grow tax-
deferred and withdrawals 
are free from federal tax, 
provided the money is 
used for qualified higher 

education expenses. 
(529 plan withdrawals 
not used for qualified 
expenses may be subject 
to federal and state 
income tax and a 10% IRS 
penalty on the earnings.) 
Furthermore, your 529 
plan contributions may 
earn a state tax deduction 
or credit if you participate 
in your own state’s plan.

You can set up 
recurring contributions 
from a bank account to a 
529 plan. And you don’t 
have to fund your 529 
plan on your own. Instead 
of gifts for birthdays, 
holidays, graduations and 
other occasions, why not 
ask friends and relatives 
to contribute to the 529 
plan you’ve set up for your 
child? They’re all eligible 

to participate – and their 
contributions may earn 
them tax benefits if they 
live in your state and 
you’ve invested in your 
own state’s plans.

A financial advisor 
can help you plan for 
more than one goal, 
understand the benefits 
and tradeoffs of your 
decisions, and make the 
process of saving for 
those goals easier. So, 
get the help you need to 
stay on track – or rather, 
two tracks – toward the 
important objectives of 
education and retirement. 

 This article was 
written by Edward Jones 
for use by your local 
Edward Jones Financial 
Advisor. Edward Jones, 
Member SIPC

Dewayne Bowen
Financial Advisor  
at Edward Jones
dewayne.bowen@
edwardjones.com
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Importance of Youth Livestock Projects

The announcement 
that the Georgia National 
Fairgrounds in Perry, 
Georgia will reopen for 
business starting July 1st 
is big news for Georgia 
4-H and FFA members 
actively involved in 
youth livestock exhibitor 
projects. The fairgrounds 
is our site for our largest 
youth livestock shows 
and is one of the best 
facilities in the country. I 
can remember back in my 
4-H showing days that 
we would show cattle 
in Stegman Coliseum in 
Athens or even would 
travel as far as Moultrie, 
Georgia for a state show.

The state market lamb 
show for many years 
was held at the Gwinnett 
County Fairgrounds. I can 
still remember showing 
my first steer at Gwinnett 
at a district steer show. 
Having a super facility 
such as the Georgia 
National Fairgrounds 
offers a first-class venue 
that can house thousands 
of livestock species 
for our 4-H and FFA 
members at one time. The 
show ring facilities rival 
anywhere in the country 
too.

The fairgrounds also 
announced that as of now, 
the 31st annual Georgia 
National Fair for October 
8-18, 2020 is a go also 
with special guidelines 
being implemented due 
to COVID-19. If you 
follow the news, many 
states have canceled their 
state fairs. Some of these 
cancelations may be due 
to the more northern state 
fairs being summer events 
while our October fair 
can give more preparation 
time for safety guidelines 
in regards to COVID-19.

Why is opening the 
fairgrounds so important? 

I am a product of the 
Georgia 4-H Livestock 
Exhibitor Program. My 
siblings and I showed 
steers, heifers and 
market lambs through 
Gordon County 4-H. 
My daughters and one 
nephew have participated 
in the market steer, heifer 
and meat goat projects 
also.

The opening of 
the fairgrounds and 
hopefully other venues 
across Georgia will give 
4-H and FFA members 
opportunities to show and 
display their animals in a 
competitive setting. The 
actual shows are where 
a youth can demonstrate 
all of the hard work that 
has went on at home with 
their project animals. 
Gordon County 4-H is 
one of the largest show 
teams in the state. Many 
of our youth have  been 
selecting, raising and 
preparing their show 
animals for summer and 
fall shows for the last 
several months. If there 
are no competitive shows, 
the youth are missing 
out on a key life skill 
developing portion of the 

entire project. I can relate 
showing livestock to 
playing a sport. If you are 
a basketball player, you 
can drill at home or in the 
gym. You can work on 
developing a left hand if 
you are right handed, you 
can work on free throws 
and jump shots and you 
can work on tips to make 
you a better defensive 
player. You can work and 
work, but at some point, 
you need to play in actual 
games to see how well 
the workouts are making 
you better. The same is 
true for youth in livestock 
projects. The shows are 
where you can show 
the fruits of all of your 
hard work in the barn. 
I previously mentioned 
life skill development 
involved in the actual 
shows. For starters, a 
young person can build 
self confidence by 
competing in a show ring. 
I know as youth get older 
and more experienced 
as a livestock exhibitor 
taking themselves and 
their show animal into 
the ring becomes second 
nature. They become 
more polished and skilled 

at what they do thus more 
confident. For a first-time 
shower, the young person 
can conquer the fear of 
being in front of crowds 
by going into the show 
ring. The young person 
has to also put confidence 
into themselves that the 
work done for show ring 
preparation at home will 
be enough to help them 
compete. I will add that 
teamwork is a key too. 
The exhibitor and the 
show animal have to 
work together to achieve 
success.

In addition, a young 
person at a show will learn 
good sportsmanship. Yes, 
just like a star athlete 
that seems to always win, 
there will be youth that 
seem to always be at 
the top of classes or win 
shows. A lot of that can 
be attributed to the work 
and time that youth puts 
into the project. With that 
said, I think even the best 
livestock exhibitor will 
have a day where the show 
does not go their way. In 
fact, we may find out 
more about our character 
when we do not win. It 
is easy to tell someone 

congrats when you also 
did awesome. It shows 
a lot of character when 
you can give congrats to 
another competitor when 
you had an off day. Shows 
can be a demanding 
experience. A youth will 
enhance the life skills 
of time management, 
money management and 
responsibility. When 
you have show animals,  
there are times you have 
to put their needs or 
requirements in front of 
your own needs.

The Georgia 4-H and 
FFA youth livestock 
shows can also offer 
quality family time. 
COVID-19 has given 
many families the chance 
to slow down and be 
around each other more at 
home. Showing livestock 
involves the entire family. 
It is a great way to build 
memories and have the 
entire family working 
towards a common goal 
with that youth livestock 
project. 

For more information, 
contact UGA Extension- 
Gordon County at 706-
629-8685 or email 
gbowman@uga.edu. 

Greg Bowman
Gordon County 
Extension Agent

gbowman@uga.edu

GORDON GROWN

www.gordongazettega.com

Gordon County 
Extension/4-H will be 
opening for public access 
starting on Wednesday, 
June 17, 2020. We 
encourage clients to call 
ahead of a visit since 

many activities can be 
handled via phone or 
email. If you wish to 
visit our office, please 
follow all of the posted 
guidelines and social 
distancing steps in place 
for outside and inside 
of the office suite. The 
office will be open from 
8 am to 12 noon and 1 

pm to 5 pm, Monday 
thru Friday. We will 
still offer a drop-off box 
outside of the main doors 
of the Gordon County 
Agricultural Services 
Center for any client 
that wishes to not enter 
the building. Just please 
make our office aware 
by phone of the drop-off. 

Gordon County Extension/4-H offices reopen today
GORDON COUNTY 4-H

The Canada goose 
lives in a variety of 
habitats, often in 
locations that are in 
close proximity to 
people, such as suburban 
neighborhood ponds, 
office complexes, parks, 
and other developed 
areas. This can become 
a frustration factor 
for homeowners and 
landowners when geese 
begin to molt in the 
summer, according to 
the Georgia Department 
of Natural Resources’ 
Wildlife Resources 
Division (WRD).

“Each summer, 
in late June and early 

July, I typically get a 
lot of calls about Canada 
geese,” says WRD State 
Waterfowl Biologist 
Greg Balkcom.  “This 
uptick in calls and 
questions goes hand-
in-hand with the fact 
that geese go through 
a molting process in 
summer, during which 
they lose their flight 
feathers and are in the 
process of growing new 
ones.”

What can you 
do if you have goose 
problems?  During most 
times of the year, geese 
can be scared away with 
the use of harassment 
techniques.  But, 
because geese cannot fly 
during the molt, these 

techniques may not work 
right now.  During the 
molting season, WRD 
personnel encourage 
affected landowners 
and homeowners to 
be patient.  The new 
feathers will soon grow 
in, and the geese will 
regain their ability to fly 
and will likely move on.  

However, if geese 
continue to cause 
problems, here are a few 
tips to try:  

Harassment: First, try 
a variety of harassment 
techniques (also called 
hazing), including mylar 
balloons, noise makers, 
or even trained herding 
dogs. These techniques 
may scare the geese 
away from your property.  

Chemical Repellents: 
Repellents can be 
sprayed on the grass in 
your yard to deter geese 
from feeding in treated 
areas. Most repellents 
require re-application 
after mowing or after 
rains.

Physical Barriers: 
Barriers, such as wire or 
string 12-18 inches above 
the ground, or heavy 
vegetation (like cattails), 
along property lines or 
the shoreline can deter 
geese from using your 
property. This method 
requires consistency 
from the property owner 
and may not always be 
100% effective. 

Special  Permits 
to Remove Geese: 

In cases where the 
above techniques have 
been unsuccessful , 
homeowners who want 
to reduce or eliminate 
the goose population 
on their property can 
obtain a permit from 
their local WRD Game 
Management office 
(www.georgiawildl i fe .
com/about/contact).  This 
permit allows them to 
have geese captured and 
relocated to a suitable 
area, or allows them 
to legally and lethally 
remove the animals.  The 
removal can be done 
by the homeowner or 
by a licensed nuisance 
wildlife trapper (list 
found at https://
g a d n r l e . o r g / s p e c i a l -

permits#nuisance).
It is important to 

remember that Canada 
geese are a protected 
species under state and 
federal law. It is illegal to 
hunt, kill, sell, purchase 
or possess Canada geese 
except according to 
Georgia’s migratory bird 
regulations.

 For more tips and 
informat ion about 
Canada geese, go to 
www.georg iawi ld l i f e .
com (click on “Living 
With Wildlife” on the 
home page, and then 
scroll down and click on 
“Canada Geese”). 

Don’t Let Flightless Geese Cause Frustration
GEORGIA DNR

Georgia  peach 
growers have some 
sweet news: The state’s 
signature fruit is in 
plentiful supply.

“We’re in full swing,” 
said Will McGehee of 
Genuine Georgia, which 
promotes peaches for the 
state’s five commercial 
peach farms – Dickey 
Farms, Fitzgerald Fruit 
Farm, Lane Southern 
Orchards, Pearson Farm 
and Taylor Orchards. 
“The crop has plenty 
of peaches, as I’ve 
been telling folks. We 
don’t have a bumper 
crop this year, but 
we’ve got plenty. So 
we’re basically able to 
service everybody in the 
portfolio. Anybody that 

wants Georgia peaches, 
we’re able to get them 
what they want.”

The first week of 
June, McGehee said, 
is when the growers 
transition from picking 
the clingstone fruit to 
picking freestone fruit.

“The f rees tone 
peaches are what a lot 
of people wait on,” he 
said, noting that the 
arrival of the peach 
crop signifies summer 
for many consumers. 
“I feel like COVID has 
put everybody kind of 
ready for the summer, 
you know? Wanting to 
get life back to normal 
a little bit. Peaches 
occupy that spot in most 
people’s minds. It’s like 
man, when I start eating 
Georgia peaches that 
means it’s summertime. 
This summer, it seems 

like it’s magnified. 
Everybody was waiting 
on us with more 
enthusiasm than normal 
from our customer side.”

Peach production is 
geared to retail sales 
and not as dependent 
on restaurant and food 
service customers as 
other commodities, so 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
has not had a great deal 
of impact on peaches, 
McGehee said.

“When you think 
about what’s on a menu at 
a restaurant, it’s typically 
proteins and vegetables, 
starches,” he said. “Fruit 
is not a huge seller 
through the restaurant 
channel. It’s the same for 
bananas and apples and 
peaches and berries and 
all of it. They’ll throw 
us on salads every now 
and then, maybe make 

a cocktail with it, but 
we are just not relying 
at all on the restaurant 
side of the business. I’d 
say probably less than 
2 percent of our overall 

sales go into that channel. 
So, as such, we just 
have not seen some of 
the devastating numbers 
that you do hear from 
folks that are relying on 

that channel. Everything 
we’re picking is making 
it into the market and 
we’re getting paid a fair 
price for it.”

Summer’s coming and so are Georgia peaches
GEORGIA FARM 
BUREAU



A national scorecard 
shows Georgia as having 
negative trends on 
fighting COVID-19, just 
a week after it rated the 
state as making progress.

The primary change 
in Georgia’s rating 
appears related to a rise 
in the 14-day trend of 
coronavirus cases in the 
state.                 

Georg ia  jo ins 
several other Southern 
states with increasing 
infections being reported 
by the “How We Reopen 
Safely’’ chart from 
COVID Exit Strategy, 
which uses data from 
the CDC and COVID 
Tracking Project.

The states with rising 
infections reported – 
and labeled “trending 
poorly’’ by the scorecard 
as of Sunday evening 
— include Florida, 
Alabama, South Carolina, 
Arkansas, Louisiana, 
North Carolina, Texas 
and Tennessee. Georgia’s 
percentage hike in new 
cases, at 35 percent, is 
much lower than the 
current increases in 
South Carolina, North 

Carolina and Florida.
At 3 p.m. Monday, 

Georgia reported having 
58,414 COVID-19 
infections, up 733 from 
the day before.

At the same time, 
the percentage of people 
testing positive for the 
virus is decreasing, 
according to COVID 
Exit Strategy, standing 
at 7.1 percent, though 
the state Public Health 
data puts it higher, at 
8.5 percent. The Exit 
Strategy website also 
reports that Georgia has 
a low availability of ICU 
beds.

Georgia’s r ising 
number of  infections 
may be at least partially 
due to more testing 
be ing  pe r fo rmed 
across the state. Still, 
many health experts 
predicted that COVID-
19 infections would rise 
as states reopened their 
economies.

H o s p i t a l i z a t i o n s 
because of the virus went 
up in at least a dozen 
states between May 25 
and June 9, according to 
data aggregated by CNN 
from the Covid Tracking 
Project.

On Friday, North 

Carolina saw its largest 
single-day increase in 
reported cases since the 
pandemic began.

As of Saturday, more 
than 2 million people 
in the nation had been 
infected by the virus 
and more than 114,000 
had died, according to 
data from Johns Hopkins 
University

The CDC projected 
Friday that the U.S. 
could suffer 130,560 
coronavirus deaths by 
July 4, with a possible 
range of 124,260 to 
139,880 deaths.

South Carolina — 
whose governor, Henry 
McMaster, was among 
the last to issue a stay-
at-home order when the 
virus first struck and 
was also among the first 
to begin opening up his 
state — has seen a sharp 
rise in cases in recent 
days, the New York 
Times reported.              

The state recorded its 
highest number of new 
cases yet in one day 
on Sunday, according 
to a New York Times 
database: 840. The tally 
made South Carolina the 
state with the seventh-
highest number of new 

cases in the country that 
day, with more new cases 
reported there than in 
New York.

It’s not clear if all this 
marks a second wave of 
the coronavirus pandemic 
in the United States, said 
Dr. Anthony Fauci, head 
of the U.S. National 
Institute of Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases. 
“However, when you 
start to see increases in 
hospitalization, that’s 
a surefire situation that 
you’ve got to pay close 
attention to,” he said 
Friday.

F a r m w o r k e r s 
hit hard

Many new infections 
have come in South 
Georgia.

An increase in 
COVID-19 cases in 
Lanier County marks 
the latest virus surge in 
the southern part of the 
state. It follows a similar 
increase in Lowndes 
County, which borders 
Lanier, according to the 
Valdosta Daily Times.

In 24 hours, 
coronavirus cases in 
Lanier nearly tripled 
from Friday to Saturday, 
from 37 to 96, the 

newspaper reported.       
The spike stemmed 

f r o m  m i g r a n t 
farmworkers in Lanier 
County getting tested 
for the coronavirus, said 
Kristin Patten, South 
Health District public 
information officer. It 
is unknown whether the 
workers came from a 
single farm or multiple 
ones in Lanier County, 
Patten said, according to 
the Daily Times.           

Lanier, with a 
population of more than 
10,000 residents, is not 
the first South Georgia 
county to experience a 
high rate of cases among 
migrant farmworkers. 
Two weeks ago, Echols 

County, which also 
borders Lanier, saw 
cases skyrocket after a 
COVID-19 testing event 
for migrant farmworkers 
revealed a high rate of 
cases, the Daily Times 
reported.

Echols remains, by a 
wide margin, the Georgia 
county with the highest 
infection rate. Randolph 
County in southwest 
Georgia is a distant 
second, according to 
Public Health data.

 
Andy Miller is editor 

and CEO of Georgia 
Health News. For the 
latest health news in 
the state, visit www.
georgiahealthnews.com.
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HEALTH NEWS
GEORGIA HEALTH NEWS: State’s COVID scorecard shows 

negative trends; farmworker cases hit South Georgia
ANDY MILLER
Georgia Health News

AdventHealth Medical Group 
Urgent Care Calhoun City Schools is 
now open and accepting new patients. 
Located at 101 Yellow Jacket Drive in 
Calhoun, the clinic is open Monday 
through Friday from 7:30 am to 7:30 
pm and during Friday night home 
football games.

From sore throats and upset 
stomachs to sports physicals and flu 
shots, Ashley Howell, FNP-C, Marva 
Marcius, FNP-BC, and the expert urgent 
care team at AdventHealth Medical 
Group Urgent Care Calhoun City 
Schools provide you and your loved 
ones with the compassionate medical 
care you need as part of your trusted 
network of care. Since the clinic is on 
school campus, students will be able 
to receive the care they need without 
missing class. The community will 
also have full access to AdventHealth 
Medical Group Urgent Care Calhoun 
City Schools. The clinic’s team of 
family medicine providers can treat 

urgent, non-life-threatening medical 
conditions for adults and children. 

“We are excited that our community, 
students and teachers now have access 
to this urgent care location at Calhoun 
City Schools,” said Karen Steely, chief 
operating officer of AdventHealth 
Gordon. “Our patients can rely on our 
team to provide them with quick and 
compassionate urgent care.”

The site of AdventHealth Medical 
Group Urgent Care Calhoun City 
Schools was kindly donated by the 
Calhoun Rotary Club, and construction 
was funded by a generous gift from 
state representative John Meadows 
and his family and the Milton Ratner 
Foundation.

Services of AdventHealth Medical 
Group Urgent Care Calhoun City 
Schools include:

•Acute illnesses and injuries such 
as:

 oSore throats
 oColds 
 oBronchitis 
 oPneumonia 
 oEaraches 

 oFlu 
 oStomach aches 
 oFood poisoning 
 oAsthma 
 oAllergies 
 oHives 
 oAcid reflux 
 oOrthopedic issues 
 oArthritis 
 oTendonitis 
 oSprains 
 oContusions 
 oBroken bones 
 oOn-site X-rays 
 oSkin conditions 
 oShingles 
 oElevated blood pressure 
 oLacerations 
•Flu shots 
•Workplace injuries 
•Occupational medicine 
•Department of Transportation 

physicals 
•Sport physicals
Howell and Marcius are now 

accepting new patients at AdventHealth 
Medical Group Urgent Care Calhoun 
City Schools. Walk-ins and scheduled 

appointments are welcome. For 
more information or to schedule an 
appointment, please call 706-879-
6405.

About AdventHealth Gordon
Founded in 1935, AdventHealth 

Gordon is proud to be a member of 
AdventHealth. With a sacred mission 
of Extending the Healing Ministry of 
Christ, AdventHealth is a connected 
system of care for every stage of life and 
health. More than 80,000 skilled and 
compassionate caregivers in physician 
practices, hospitals, outpatient clinics, 
skilled nursing facilities, home 
health agencies and hospice centers 
provide individualized, wholistic care. 
A shared vision, common values, 
focus on whole-person health and 
commitment to making communities 
healthier unify the system’s nearly 
50 hospital campuses and hundreds 
of care sites in diverse markets 
throughout almost a dozen states. For 
more information about AdventHealth, 
visit AdventHealth.com or Facebook.
com/AdventHealth.

AdventHealth Medical Group Urgent Care Calhoun 
City Schools now open

ADVENTHEALTH GORDON

-Calhoun AA Group meetings. 
Monday, Wednesday and Saturday from 
7 - 8 p.m.; Tuesday and Thursday from 
12 - 1 p.m. and Sunday 9:30 - 10:30 a.m. 
Located at 318 North River Street, Calhoun, 
GA, 30701.

-Families Anonymous is a 12-step 
program, for those concerned about drug 
abuse and behavior problems of a relative 
or friend. Completely anonymous, non 
professional, and non religious. No dues, 
no fees. Not connected with any hospital 
or agency. Located on Red Bud Road in 
plaza below Fitness First, next to Calhoun 
Counseling Center (Dr. Bledsoe’s office). 
Meeting every Thursday 7 - 8 p.m. Call 
770-548-7849 for more information.

-The Life Choice Hospice 
Bereavement Support Group will be 
meeting the 2nd Tuesday of each month. 
The support group is open to anyone in the 
community who would like to attend. The 
office and support group are located at 189 
Professional Court, Suite 300, Calhoun. For 
Information, contact Jennifer at 706-602-
9001.

-BONDAGE BREAKERS - Breaking 
the chains of addiction one soul at a time. 
Every Thursday night at 7 p.m. at Crane 
Eater Community Church, located at 3168 
Red Bud Rd Calhoun, GA 30701.

-The Georgia Chapter of the 
Alzheimer’s Association is sponsoring 
a monthly support group at Morning 
Pointe Assisted Living, 660 Jolly Road, on 
the third Tuesday of each month at 6 p.m. For 

more information or directions, call Mary 
Braden at 770-548-4683 or Karen Parrott at 
706-346-5220. For more information about 
dementia and Alzheimer’s disease, call 800-
272-3900 or visit www.alz.org/georgia.

-Special Care Plus, a free one-on-one 
consultation program, offers education 
and information to primary caregivers 
of persons with dementia. Any primary 
caregiver who is caring for a loved one 
with dementia in the home is eligible to 
receive this program. To learn more about 
the Special Care Plus program, call 800-
272-3900.

-The Georgia Long-Term Care 
Ombudsman Program seeks to improve 
the quality of life for residents of long-term 
care facilities. For more information, call 
Linda Ann Daniel at 1-866-565-8213 or 
706-272-2158.

-The Alzheimer’s Association’s 
Caring Closet was created to help offset 
the high cost of incontinent products 
and give the families support they often 
desperately need. If you would like to visit 
the nearest Closet, call the chapter office 
to receive a flier with locations and hours. 
Morning Pointe in Calhoun has a Caring 
Closet; call Mary Braden at 706-629-0777.

-The Northwest Georgia Parkinson 
Disease Association, Inc., is offering a 
monthly support group for persons living 
with Parkinson Disease, their caregivers, 
family and friends. The support group will 
meet at Gordon Hospital; Conference Room 
A. For any questions about the support 

group and future meetings, call James 
Trussell at 706-235- 3164 or 706-346-5678.

-Are you interested in losing pounds 
and inches? Join TOPS (Take Off 
Pounds Sensibly) for support and how-
to information. Meetings are on Monday 
nights. Weigh-ins begin at 6 p.m., and group 
support and information starts at 7 p.m. at 
the Gordon County Senior Citizens Center, 
150 Cambridge Court, Calhoun. For more 
information, call 706-847-3306.

-Community volunteers are needed 
at Countryside Hospice Care, where the 
mission is to promote comfort and dignity 
at the end of life. The agency covers 26 
Northwest Georgia counties between three 
offices in LaFayette, Rome, and Newnan. 
If you would like to participate in this 
rewarding program, call 706-638-7651 or 
1-800-660-7381.

-Discovering Hope, an autism support 
group for Northwest Georgia, meets the 
fourth Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. 
at Friendship Baptist Church, Rocky Face. 
For more information, call Connie Post at 
706-673-7765 or www.discoveringhope.us.

-Caring Connection is a telephone 
support group especially for caregivers 
of loved ones with Alzheimer’s who 
cannot leave their homes because of care 
responsibilities. This support group is as 
close as the phone. Call 706-275-0819 or 
1-800-272-3900 and ask to be enrolled in 
Caring Connection.

-Grief Recovery Group for those who 
have lost loved ones and friends, receive 

support and guidance with the Four Tasks of 
Grieving. Cost is Free. Second Wednesday 
of each month at 1 p.m. at Harris Radiation 
Therapy Center at Gordon Hospital. For 
more information or to RSVP, please call 
706.879.5850.

-The Compassionate Friends of Dalton 
and N.W. Georgia is part of a worldwide 
effort that has helped many families cope 
with the loss of a child and to honor our 
children’s memory. The Compassionate 
Friends meets on the third Thursday of 
each month from 7 to 9 p.m. at Evangelical 
Methodist Church (in the “Gathering Place” 
building), 1035 Abutment Road, Dalton (on 
the hill behind the old Lowe’s off Walnut 
Avenue). For more information, call Dawn 
at 706-277-3312 or 706-264-4458 or e-mail 
dawnsisson@msn.com.

-SING (Surviving Infidelity Necessary 
to your Growth) has formed here. If you 
are experiencing difficulty in marriage and 
are looking for ways to survive, then you 
should come and be part of these meetings 
designed to help, encourage, and solve 
issues in a marriage that can lead to a 
promising future ahead for the entire family. 
For more information, call Iroka Moore at 
706-629-2880.

-United Hospice is seeking 
volunteers who can help others through 
companionship, reading, sharing, and 
other small tasks. Give the gift of caring and 
enjoy the privilege of sharing in your local 
area. Call Dan Hogan at 706-602-9546 or 
800-867-7976.

Support Groups



Michael Scherzer believes 
connecting and caring are ways 
everyone can all be there for each 
other.  

“Since I was young, I have always 
wanted to help people, which is why 
I joined the military,” said Scherzer, 
and interdisciplinary studies major 
at Dalton State expected to graduate 
Spring 2021. “I want to be there for 
somebody on their worst day to make 
it better,” he said. 

Scherzer’s desire to help others led 
him to enlist in the Air Force after high 
school. In July 2016 Scherzer was on 
a combat dive training exercise when 
he was involved in an accident leading 
to his honorable discharge. Scherzer 
then decided he wanted to further 
his education. Once he found Dalton 
State, he finally felt a part of a “caring 
academic community.”  

“In high school I was bullied so I 
hated going to school because I was 
afraid,” Scherzer said. “After I got out 
of the military, I felt more comfortable 
with myself and figured out how to 
love myself. Then, I realized I could 
help build others up.” 

Katrina Autrey, financial aid 
counselor and veteran’s affairs 
representative, helps students apply for 
veteran benefits and ensures students 
successfully complete necessary forms 
for admission. Upon meeting Scherzer, 
Autrey said he stood out from other 
students. 

“Dalton State has truly amazing and 
brilliant students, but I honestly believe 
Michael is destined for greatness,” 
Autrey said. “He often visits my office 
just to ask me how I am doing. He is 
one of those students that genuinely 
cares about how everyone else around 
him is doing.” 

As an interdisciplinary studies 
major, Scherzer found a passion for 
creative writing after taking Intro to 
Films as Literature with Jane Sample, 
associate professor of English.  

Sample said a positive setting in 
a classroom mainly comes from the 
students. Scherzer’s “considerate and 
sincere communication” with his peers 

only enhances the classroom. 
“He is comfortable and confident 

with leadership but never dominates 
the focus of classroom discussions 
and supports other students when they 
offer their own opinions,” Sample said. 
“He is a remarkable student. He will be 
well respected among his peers and 
colleagues no matter what direction he 
takes after graduation.” 

Scherzer, who is pursuing a minor 
in criminal justice, plans to pursue 
a career in federal law enforcement 
after graduation to help prevent human 
trafficking. A recent life- changing 
event solidified his desire to save 
others from a similar experience. 

“My girlfriend was stabbed two 
months ago,” he said. “Through that 
crazy time, I had amazing support 
from faculty and staff, especially the 
CARE team and Dr. Jami Hall. I just 
feel blessed to have the opportunity to 
go to here because there are so many 
people who do not. Dalton State is a 
family where everybody cares about 
each other.” 

The CARE team receives referrals 
and investigates cases in order to 
provide support for students by 
providing resources to help them 
through a variety of things including 
food insecurity and mental health 
crises.  

“Michael is one of the most 
positive students I have spoken with,” 
said Hall, dean of students. “When I 
reached out to Michael to see how he 
was doing through this unprecedented 
time we face with the global pandemic, 
surprisingly, he turned the conversation 
around and asked me how I was doing. 

“To hear someone like him warmed 
my heart and assured me that there 
are students that know we are all in 
this together,” she said. “We are all 
fighting as hard as we can as students, 
faculty and staff. The CARE team is 
alive and active because we care about 
our students.” 

Scherzer remains steadfast in these 
unwarranted times. 

“You can worry about the problems 
of tomorrow; you can worry about the 
problems of the past,” Scherzer said. 
“But the windshield in the car is much 
bigger than the rear-view mirror for a 
reason.”
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The Georgia Student 
Government Association 
(GSGA) recently announced 
that Georgia Northwestern 
Technical College student 
Tatiana Edwards would lead 
the organization as president 
during the 2020-21 year.

Edwards, a Logistics and 
Supply Chain Management 
major, will serve alongside 
four other technical college 
student officers to lead the 
statewide organization as well 
as the Georgia Fall Leadership 
Conference. As president, 
Edwards will oversee the 
conference and represent the 
organization at all events.

“I am so proud and excited 
to have Tatiana representing 
GNTC at the State level,” said 
Trish Wiggins, coordinator of 
recruitment and Student Life. 

“She is active in every student 
organization we have here 
at the college, but has truly 
stepped up as a strong leader 
for Student Government.”

In order to apply, Edwards 
had to submit an application 
along with letters of 
recommendation from GNTC’s 
President Dr. Heidi Popham as 
well as her advisor and dean. 
She also submitted an essay on 
why she wanted to be a state 
officer.

“It is incredibly exciting 
to be serving as president of 
the GSGA,” said Edwards, a 
resident of Cave Spring. She is 
currently the vice president of 
the GNTC Student Government 
Association and is actively 
involved in Phi Beta Lambda 
and SkillsUSA.

The Georgia Student 
Government Association 
represents the local student 
government associations and/

or local student leadership 
councils in the technical 
colleges of the Technical 
College System of Georgia 
(TCSG). The purpose of 
GSGA is to promote student 
involvement in the technical 
colleges by sharing information 
and by providing assistance to 
member technical colleges.

Georgia Northwestern 
Technical College provides 
quality workforce education 
to the citizens of Northwest 
Georgia. Students have 
the opportunity to earn an 
associate degree, diploma, or a 
certificate in business, health, 
industrial, or public service 
career paths. This past year, 
12,454 people benefited from 
GNTC’s credit and noncredit 
programs. With an annual 
credit enrollment of 7,730 
students, GNTC is the largest 
college in Northwest Georgia. 
GNTC has an additional 

enrollment of 4,724 people 
through adult education, 
continuing education, business 
and industry training, and 
Georgia Quick Start.  For more 
information about GNTC, visit 

us at www.GNTC.edu. GNTC 
is a unit of the Technical 
College System of Georgia 
and an Equal Opportunity 
Institution. 

GNTC’s Edwards named president of Georgia 
Student Government Association

GEORGIA NORTHWESTERN 
TECHNICAL COLLEGE

Veteran Student Maintains Positive Outlook
DALTON STATE COLLEGE



has expanded outside the Atlanta 
Metropolitan area to include stores 
in West Georgia, Columbus, Dublin 
and Macon areas. The company has 
continued to grow while maintaining 
the belief that you are only as good as 
your employees. 

Positions Food Depot is hiring 
for includes cashiers, counter clerks, 
meat cutters, stock crews, produce 
workers and managers. A timeline for 
opening is vague at this time, with 
the commercial indicating the store 
would be opening soon; a request 
for additional information from Food 

Depot was not returned at press time. 
For those interested in employment at 
the Calhoun Food Depot, visit their 
website at www.fooddepot.com.

Developed in 1998, Indian Hills, 
owned by Halpern Enterprises, Inc., 
features Chick-fil-A, Hibbett Sports, 
CATO, GNC, PT Solutions and Tractor 
Supply. Taco Bell and Captain D’s are 
located on separately owned parcels 
directly in front of the property.

Situated one half mile from I-75, 
in the heart of Calhoun’s dense retail 
corridor, Indian Hills is located 
adjacent to Mohawk Industries, which 
employs more than 3,400 people, and 
is surrounded by numerous national 
restaurants and retailers.
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in January 2012, with more than 30 years of 
experience in government. He holds a Master’s 
degree in Public Administration. During his 
time with Gordon County Parks & Rec, Holley 
implemented a slew of programs and upgrades to 
the department to better serve the Gordon County 
community; including a total renovation of the 
tennis courts, implementing online registration and 
the text message system; brought State tournaments 
for baseball, basketball and softball to the county 
rec facility each year; added batting cages; opened 
the Resaca Battlefield park; began expansion on 

Brookshire Park and began the new Splash Pad and 
Pavilion project, among others.

“Kudos to Don for everything he’s done at the 
rec,” said Ledbetter, noting that Holley has been 
an integral part of the growth of the community 
participation at the recreation center.

The Gordon County Parks and Recreation 
Department was formed in April 2000 to serve the 
recreation needs of residents in the unincorporated 
area of Gordon County and the cities of Resaca, 
Ranger, Fairmount and Plainville. This department is 
responsible for organizing various leisure activities 
for the community including youth football, youth 
flag football, youth cheerleading, youth soccer, 
youth baseball, youth basketball, men’s and women’s 
basketball, T-ball, girls fast pitch softball, various 

fitness programs, summer day camps and after 
school programs. In addition to managing the 
75-acre Sonoraville Rec Complex, Parks & Rec is 
also responsible for managing Salacoa Creek Park. 

Commissioner Chad Steward said that the County 
has benefitted greatly from promoting within.

“Our fire chief, road department, IT, now HR 
and Parks & Rec… we really promote from within,” 
said Steward. “I think that’s a key to a successful 
county. It’s great that our people know that there’s 
the possibility of (advancement).”

“Our internal folks, our local folks, our folks are 
invested in the community and give them a hope of 
advancement, it’s a great thing,” said Ledbetter. “I 
want our young people to know that if they work 
hard and better themselves, they will get noticed.”

PROMOTION
From page 1A

NOTICE OF INTENT TO REQUEST RELEASE OF FUNDS FOR TIERED 
PROJECTS AND PROGRAMS

Date of Publication: June 15, 2020
Georgia Housing and Finance Authority
60 Executive Park South, NE
Atlanta, GA  30329-2231
(404) 679-4840

On or after June 30, 2020, the Georgia Department of Community Affairs (DCA) 
will submit a request to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) for the release of HOME Investment Program funds under the HOME 
Investment Partnerships Program Title II of Cranston-Gonzalez National Affordable 
Housing Act of 1990 as amended, to undertake the following project: 

Tier 1 Broad Review Project/Program Title:  New Foundations Development, Inc. 
(NFDI) CHIP 2020-108. 

Purpose: To provide single family, owner-occupied housing rehabilitation 
Location: Scattered sites in Calhoun, Georgia and limited sites in Bartow County 

Georgia
Project/Program Description: New Foundations Development, Inc will rehabilitate 

six (6) single family owner occupied homes in Calhoun Georgia.  Tier 2 site specific 
reviews will be completed for those laws and authorities not addressed in the tier 1 
broad review for each address under this program when addresses become known.

Level of Environmental Review Citation: Categorically Excluded per 24 CFR Part 
58.5(a)(3)(i), and subject to laws and authorities at 58.5(3)(i).  Rehabilitations of 
buildings and improvements when the following conditions are met:  In the case of a 
building for residential use (with one to four units), the density is not increased beyond 
four units, and the land use is not changed.

Tier 2 Site Specific Review:  The site specific reviews will cover the following laws 
and authorities not addressed in the Tier 1 broad review:  24 CFR Part 51 Subpart 
C (Explosive and Flammable Hazards) and Subpart D (Airport Hazards);  Flood 
Disaster Protection Act of 1973 and National Flood Insurance Reform Act of 1994 [42 
USC 4001-4128 and 42 USC 5154a]; Clean Air Act, as amended, and 40 CFR Parts 
6, 51, 93; 24 CFR Part 50.3(i) & 58.5(i)(2) (Contamination and Toxic Substances); 
Endangered Species Act of 1973 and 50 CFR Part 402; Farmland Protection Policy 
Act of 1981and 7 CFR Part 658; Floodplain Management Executive Order 11988 and 
24 CFR Part 55; National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 and 36 CFR Part 800; 
Noise Control Act of 1972, as amended by the Quiet Communities Act of 1978 and 24 
CFR Part 51 Subpart B; Wetlands Protection Executive Order 11990; Wild and Scenic 
Rivers Act of 1968; and Environmental Justice Executive Order 12898

Mitigation Measures/Conditions/Permits (if any): Compliance with various laws, 
authorities and written strategies will be documented and listed in the Tier 2 Site 
Specific Review project file and if required mitigation measures/conditions must be 
incorporated into project contracts and/or permits, development agreements, and other 
relevant documents will be obtained from the issuing governmental agency.  The staff 
responsible for implementing and monitoring mitigation measure should be clearly 
identified in the mitigation plan.

Estimated Project Cost:  Total HUD funding: $300,000. Total Anticipated project 
cost $409,250. 

The activity/activities proposed are categorically excluded under HUD regulations at 
24 CFR Part 58 from National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requirements per 24 
CFR Part 58.5(a)(3)(i). An Environmental Review Record (ERR) that documents the 
environmental determinations for this project is on file at DCA located at 60 Executive 
Park South, NE, Atlanta, GA 30329 and is available for public review and maybe 
examined and or copied by appointment only weekdays 8:30A.M to 5 P.M. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Any individual, group, or agency may submit written comments on the ERR to Ryan 

Fleming.  All comments received by June 30, 2020, will be considered by DCA prior 
to authorizing submission of a request for release of funds. 

ENVIRONMENTAL CERTIFICATION
DCA certifies to HUD that Ryan Fleming, in his capacity as Director of the Office of  

Housing Finance consents to accept the jurisdiction of the Federal Courts if an action 
is brought to enforce responsibilities in relation to the environmental review process 
and that these responsibilities have been satisfied. The approval of HUD certification 
satisfies its responsibilities under NEPA and related laws and authorities and allows the 
Georgia Department of Community Affairs to use HUD program funds. 

OBJECTIONS TO RELEASE OF FUNDS
Following its receipt of DCA’s Request for Release of Funds HUD will accept 

objections to its release of fund or DCA certification for a period of fifteen days 
following the anticipated submission date or its actual receipt of the request (whichever 
is later) only if they are on one of the following bases: (a) the certification was not 
executed by the Certifying Officer of the name of Grantee; (b) the Grantee has omitted 
a step or failed to make a decision or finding required by HUD regulations at 24 CFR 
part 58; (c) the grant recipient or other participants in the development process have 
committed funds, incurred costs or undertaken activities not authorized by 24 CFR Part 
58 before approval of a release of funds by the Georgia Department of Community 
Affairs (DCA; or (d) another Federal agency acting pursuant to 40 CFR Part 1504 
has submitted a written finding that the project is unsatisfactory from the standpoint 
of environmental quality. Objections must be prepared and submitted in accordance 
with the required procedures (24 CFR Part 58, Sec. 58.76) and shall be addressed to 
Environmental Objections, care of Georgia CPD, Director, US Department of Housing 
and Urban Development, 40 Marietta Street, Atlanta, GA  30303.  

worked out well for us this year, and 
we think we’ll return some money to 
fund balance at the end of this year. 
There were a whole lot of department 
requests that were not filled; either 
personnel or capital equipment; 
whether it’s dump trucks or vehicles 
or mowers. I hope we can revisit 
this during this next fiscal year if the 
economy doesn’t turn out to be as bad 
as some predicted.”

Commissioner Owens again 
stressed the need of an additional 
position at Gordon County Emergency 
Management to support EMA Director 
Courtney Taylor.

“At the last meeting, we talked about 
the budget and we talked about the 
need in a couple of departments. I 
understand there’s a lot of hard work 
that goes into this process; I know 
it’s difficult and I understand the 
work that goes into it. My greatest 
concern continues; and that is for the 
Emergency Management Department. 
My concern is, as I expressed the 
last time, at some point, we’ve got 
to stop ignoring that there is a need 
there. We literally cannot expect one 
person to work 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week, 365 days a year to 
handle a department as critical as 
this. I understand that we have other 
one-person departments, but they’re 
not critical departments; they’re not 
departments that work 24/7. I know we 
have in place a backup plan with a fire 
department administrator; however, 
when it all comes down and you have 
a situation that is a critical crisis, a 
disaster, and our EMA Director is not 
available, we can’t depend on that 
(fire department administrator) to drop 
everything that he has responsibilities 
and accountabilities for and move on 
board and handle the disaster situation. 
What I would like to respectfully 
ask my fellow commissioners as we 
approve the budget tonight to add an 
amendment or consensus that we will 
look back at this and try to commit 
money to this position by December 
31 or January 1, halfway through 
the budget year. That gives about 
six months to really look at how 
the economy is going, and see if we 
can make that commitment to move 
forward and get some assistance (in 
EMA). I know Courtney’s (Taylor, 

EMA Director) responsibilities 
are extremely heavy; he has done a 
tremendous job, a fantastic job taking 
care of our community and I don’t 
think any of us would argue that. I 
just feel like it’s critical that we look 
at this position. I know it’s a critical 
situation with our budget, but we’re 
in a position as leaders and sometimes 
we have to make critical decisions 
and figure out how to do the things 
that are extremely important for our 
community, and public safety is a 
mandate for us to look at.”

“I think we all kind of discussed 
that once the budget numbers came 
in, in about six months, that we said 
that is something we’d look at,” said 
Commissioner Becky Hood.

“I just think it’s imperative for us to 
look at this and try our best to make a 
concerted effort to get some assistance 
(in EMA),” said Owens.

In other news from the meeting:
The Board approved a rezone request 

for 4.36 acres at 312 Dempsey Loop 
SE from A-1 to RA-1. The property 
had been previously subdivided, 
and the request for rezone to RA-1 
brings the zoning for the property into 
consistence with county ordinance.

The Board had a first reading for 
an amendment to Animal Control 
Ordinance for the Leash Law section.

“This is simply adding a penalty 
provision to this particular code section 
of our ordinance,” said Ledbetter. “The 
intent here is not to go out and find 
dogs that are loose and cite people, 
but if we get complaints, and we’ve 
warned people (about their loose 
animals) and have counseled them 
and worked with them and they won’t 
control their animals, then we have the 
ability to issue a citation and a judge 
can do what he thinks is right upon a 
guilty conviction.”

The proposed change will give 
judges the right to issue up to a $1,000 
fine or 60 days in jail for those who are 
continually in non-compliance with 
the ordinance.

The Board approved a Declaration 
of Surplus Property for the Sheriff’s 
Office for a Glock Model 17 9mm duty 
pistol.

The Board approved a large list of 
Surplus Property for upcoming auction 
from various departments.

The Board approved a contract 
extension with the Prosecuting 
Attorneys Council of Georgia 
for an assistant DA’s position and 
investigator.

COUNTY
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A MESSY PLOT AND  
UNIMPRESSIVE  

PRODUCTION MAKE 
FOR FORGETTABLE 

FANTASY

A young criminal prodigy 
hunts down a secret society of 
fairies to find his missing fa-
ther.

In all fairness, I’ve never 
read any of the Artemis Fowl 
novels, but from what I’ve 
heard from those who have, 
this movie makes the same 
mistakes as the horrendous 
Percy Jackson movies in terms 
of adapting the source mate-
rial while losing all traces of 
charm and style.

CINEMATOGRAPHY & 
SCORE

The two things that I did en-
joy in this film for the majority 
of its runtime were the camera 
techniques, especially in some 
beautiful establishing wide 
shots early on, and the musi-
cal score from Patrick Doyle, 
a longtime collaborator with 
director Kenneth Branagh. 
The visual scenery of the Irish 
landscapes as well as the Irish 
orchestrations were lovely to 

observe and listen to, provid-
ing a pleasant distraction from 
the rest of this hodge-podged 
film.

PERFORMANCES & PLOT

Josh Gad is the only cast 
member that I would say gave 
a good performance, which is 
saying a lot since I’ve been 
critical of him only doing 
impersonations of himself as 
Olaf in past roles. I was sur-
prised that both Colin Farrell 
and the great Dame Judi Dench 
did nothing interesting or en-
tertaining with their roles at 
all (despite the latter having a 
great “Top of the mornin’” one 
liner). Ferdia Shaw, grandson 
of actor Robert Shaw from 
Jaws and The Sting, plays Ar-
temis Fowl in a very buttoned-
down manner that has a prom-
ise of rich-kid personality to 
begin with but soon becomes 
very boring. Despite hearing 
good things, I also wasn’t very 
impressed with Lara McDon-
nell’s performance as the fairy 
Holly Short, finding her rather 
drab and forgettable.

The screenplay is probably 
the greatest offender, though, 
undermining the talents of 
Branagh behind the camera 
with a story that never has any 
momentum or urgency despite 
the main character’s father be-
ing kidnapped, and the Aculos 
(the golden McGuffin item 
that our protagonists spend 
the entire film searching for) 
is presented in a very frustrat-
ing, underwhelming reveal in 
the third act. Artemis Fowl 
never leaves his house or es-
tate until the very end of the 
film, and none of the protago-
nists are ever clearly shown 
to be in the right so it’s hard 
to find anyone to root for as a 
true heroic character. Shock-
ingly, the plot is also wrapped 
up in the blink of an eye in the 
final ten minutes without Ar-

temis ever having to confront 
the mysterious villain, whose 
identity is never revealed, and 
without any proper resolution 
to the film’s subplots. On the 
bright side, there are a small 
handful of jokes that evoked a 
chuckle from me, so the movie 
isn’t humorless.

EFFECTS & EDITING

The visual effects started out 
strong enough in this film to 
the point where I was honestly 
surprised as to how solid the 
CGI appeared. Unfortunately, 
as the story progresses and 
greater conflicts ensue with 
magical blasters and large 
monsters, the effects revert to 
mid-2000’s quality, or perhaps 
simply to the quality of a Dis-
ney Channel TV movie with 
a moderate budget. The film 
isn’t done any favors by the 
folks in the cutting room who 
abruptly end scenes of char-
acters having dialogue that 
could advance the plot, as well 
as speeding up the footage in 
dizzying action sequences that 
remove all realism, focus, or 
interested tension from the 
scene. If the film was edited 
in a way where the scenes had 
room to breathe, character 
moments could pause for dra-
matic emphasis, and the action 
was at all intelligible or ex-
citing, the movie might have 
managed to be more entertain-
ing.

CONCLUSION

I always try to like movies 
and give them the benefit of the 
doubt, even when I’ve heard 
from others that they aren’t 
very good. Regrettably, this 
is one of the times where my 
best efforts were overcome by 
bad writing, sloppy post-pro-
duction, and general boredom. 
Josh Gad provides the occa-
sional laugh (the best joke in 

the film is when he pickpock-
ets another character’s gun), 
but the rest of the heavy hitters 
in the cast honestly only make 
the film worse by showing 
their complete unenthusiastic 
and disinterest with being in 
the movie. Kenneth Branagh’s 
directing talents are misplaced 
here, and like my review of 
a very similar movie, Men in 
Black: International (2019), I 
think a director such as Taika 
Waititi would be better suited 
to direct such a fantasy adven-
ture. However, what we’re left 
with is a poorly-written, aw-
fully-edited movie that is an 
embarrassment enough for ev-

eryone involved on Disney+, 
let alone the theatrical release 
it was intended to have. While 
I’ve seen worse movies, they 
don’t get much more forget-
table than Artemis Fowl.

Personal: F

Critical: 35%

Cooper Hunt is a senior at 
Gordon Central High School. 
A movie buff, Hunt runs “The 
Hunt for Film,” where he re-
views recent releases from 
Hollywood. You can check out 
his reviewes at thehuntforfilm-
wordpresscom.wordpress. com

THE HUNT FOR FILM: Artemis Fowl (2020)

COOPER HUNT

Movie Reviews at  
The Hunt For Film
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AD Photography specializes in all aspects 
of photography. We are members of the 

Professional Photographers of America and 
strive to give our clients the best memories 

and photographic quality.
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Physician Group

PERSONALIZED CARE 
FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY

We accept most health insurance plans.

160 Curtis Parkway NE

Calhoun, GA

Primary Care • 706.529.3025

Neurosurgery & Spine • 706.529.7124

Michelle Little, DO 

Family Medicine

Jennifer Smith, FNP-C

Family Medicine

Justin Hare, DO

Neurosurgery and Spine

HamiltonHealth.com/calhoun

Hamilton Physician Group-
Calhoun Primary Care

706.529.3025

Hamilton Physician Group-
Neurosurgery and Spine

706.529.7124


