
Comcast, through 
testimony filed in a docket 
at the Georgia Public 
Service Commission 
(PSC), has committed to 
expanding the reach of 
its high speed broadband 
network to 1,000 new 
homes and businesses in 
Gordon County should 
the Georgia Public 
Service Commission 
(PSC) align the state’s 
electric membership 
cooperatives’ (EMCs) 
pole rental rates and 
conditions to national 
standards.

This expansion would 
include the cities of 
Adairsville, Calhoun, 
Fairmount,  Resaca 
and Plainville. The 
opportunity to incentivize 
pr ivate  broadband 
expansion comes as a 
result of the Georgia 

Broadband Opportunity 
Act, which was adopted 
by the Georgia General 
Assembly and signed by 
Governor Kemp earlier 
this year.

Gordon County began 
to work on the expansion 
of broadband in the 
community earlier this 
year after the COVID-19 
pandemic pushed local 
business, industry and 
education to use more 
internet-based services, 
such as online learning, 
working from home and 

internet sales.
“I’m proud to say 

that should the PSC 
align pole rental rates 
and conditions for 
Georgia’s EMCs to 
nat ional  s tandards 
established by the 
Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC), 
Comcast will extend its 
network to 20,000 homes 
and businesses in Georgia 
over the next 3 years,” 
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Georg ia  S ta t e 
Patrol continues their 
investigation of a 
Thursday afternoon 
chase that resulted in a 
wreck, and the suspect 
being apprehended and 
arrested on multiple 
charges.

According to the 
GSP, around 1 p.m. on 
Thursday, Dec. 3, 2020, 
a trooper was patrolling 
in the area of Dews Pond 

Road and Campbell 
Road when he observed a 
green Ford Fiesta failing 
to maintain its lane while 
traveling west on Dews 
Pond Road. The trooper 
performed a traffic stop 
on the Ford.  The car 
stopped in a gas station 
lot, then sped away, 
initiating a pursuit.  

Shortly after turning 
onto Hwy. 53, the fleeing 
vehicle traveled off of the 
right side of the roadway 
onto the property at 

4761 Fairmount Hwy, 
SE. The vehicle struck 
the southeast corner of 
the house at this address, 
rendering the vehicle 
inoperable. 

The driver of the 
fleeing vehicle, identified 
by witnesses on scene as 
David Shane Ivey, 27, 
of Foster Lusk Road in 
Calhoun, attempted to 
leave the scene on foot, 

Brandi Owczarz
staff@gordongazettega.com

Comcast announces plans 
to expand high speed 

broadband in Gordon County

Calhoun man faces multiple charges after 
chase, crash on Hwy 53 Thursday afternoon
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Numbers of new 
positive COVID cases 
in Gordon County are 
up, with 278 new cases 
reported over the last 
two weeks, according to 
the Georgia Department 
of Health.

At press time 
Saturday morning, Dec. 
5, Gordon County has 
had 3,196 confirmed 
cases of COVID-19 since 
the pandemic began – 
that’s up 147 cases since 
the same time last week. 
COVID-19 related deaths 
now stand at 55, but DPH 
also reports 5 additional 
probable deaths from 
COVID. There have been 
170 hospitalizations in 
Gordon County due to 
COVID-19 since March, 
up 6 hospitalizations 
since last week.

Both school systems 
reported their COVID 
n u m b e r s  F r i d a y 
afternoon, the first 
numbers after both 
school systems returned 
to instruction after 
Thanksgiving break.

Gordon County 

Schools’ number of active 
COVID-19 cases stand at 
17 this week; there are a 
total of 10 staff members 
and 7 students that are 
considered active cases 
of COVID-19 at the 
system.

The breakdown of 
current active COVID-
19 cases at the school 
system is: 1 student at 
Ashworth Middle School, 
2 students at Gordon 
Central, 1 student at 
Red Bud Elementary 
School, 2 students 
at Red Bud Middle 
School and 1 student 
at Tolbert Elementary. 
There is 1 staff member 
at Ashworth Middle 
School, 1 staff member 
at Belwood Elementary, 
3 staff members at 
Fairmount Elementary, 1 
staff member at Gordon 
Central, 1 staff member 
at Red Bud Elementary, 
2 staff members at Red 
Bud Middle and 1 staff 
member Sonoraville 
Elementary with an 
active case of COVID. 

Additional measures 
to fight the spread of 
the virus at Gordon 
County Schools were 

implemented in October, 
including switching both 
county high schools 
to a hybrid attendance 
schedule, where part of 
the students at each high 
school attended school in 
person for a week while 
the other half attended 
online, reducing the 
amount of people in the 
schools at any particular 
time. The hybrid schedule 
was only a temporary 
measure; however, and 
the students at both 
high school resumed a 
normal schedule after 
Thanksgiving break. 

“The decision to 

temporarily move to a 
hybrid schedule for both 
Gordon County high 
schools is a precautionary 
measure and comes 
following an increase 
in active COVID cases, 
resulting in a higher 
number of precautionary 
quarantines,” said the 
system in a statement in 
early October.

Gordon County 
Schools’ reporting is 
slightly different than 
the City school system. 
Gordon County Schools’ 
weekly  numbers , 
reported each Friday 
afternoon, show the 

new cases of COVID-19 
for the week, plus any 
previous cases that are 
still active. You can find 
those numbers on their 
website at https://www.
gcbe.org/domain/5112 

Calhoun City Schools’ 
new cases of COVID-19 
this week increased are 
25 cases system-wide. 
There were 16 new cases 
among students (1 at 
Calhoun Primary, 2 at 
Calhoun Elementary, 6 at 
Calhoun Middle and 7 at 

Community COVID update: Cases in 
Gordon up almost 300 the past two weeks; 

school numbers reported after break 

The Georgia Department of 
Revenue (DOR) is upgrading to a new 
version of the Georgia Driver Record 
and Integrated Vehicle Enterprise 
System (DRIVES). This upgrade will 
keep us up-to-date with the latest 
technology advances and will ensure 
we have access to the most recent 
enhancements and features of the 
software. 

Implementation of the upgrade will 
require the vehicle registrations and 
titling services, including e-Services 
and tag renewal kiosks, to be 
unavailable Wednesday, January 13 
through Monday, January 18. Vehicle 

owners with renewal dates in January 
are encouraged to do so prior to 
January 13 to avoid delays. 

What to Expect: Wednesday, 
January 13, 2021: 

County Tag Offices and the Motor 
Vehicle Division will not be able to 
process transactions. 

All online motor vehicle related 
services including online tag renewal 
services will be offline January 13 – 
January 18.

Motor Vehicle Self Service Kiosks 
will be offline January 13 – January 
18. 

CONTRIBUTED

Gordon County, Georgia Department 
of Revenue to upgrade its Georgia 

DRIVES Motor Vehicles System

See BROADBAND,  
page 7A

Brandi Owczarz
staff@gordongazettega.com

See DRIVES,  
page 7A

See COVID,  
page 7A
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Hamilton Physician Group 
(HPG) – Calhoun Campus is 
holding a food drive through 
Dec. 17. The drive will 
benefit the Voluntary Action 
Center.

“This year has been 
tough for people in our 
community,” said Michelle 
Little, DO, family practice 
physician at the Calhoun 
location. “This food drive 
is just one way we can 
support those in need this 
year and make their holidays 
brighter.”

The most-needed items 

include: Canned food items, 
peanut butter, canned soups 
and pasta, canned meats, 
cereal, boxed pasta and 
macaroni, instant and canned 
potatoes, Hamburger Helper, 
cracker, evaporated milk, 
Styrofoam plates, Styrofoam 
or plastic cups, plastic forks 
and spoons, napkins, butter 
and sour cream, cheese, 
cooking oil, coffee and tea. 

Donations may be 
dropped off at HPG – 
Calhoun Campus, 160 Curtis 
Parkway NE.  

Pictured: Michelle Little, 
DO, Hamilton Physician 
Group-Calhoun Campus.

HAMILTON MEDICAL

As members of NHS, 
these students will now 
engage in a number of 
individual and chapter 
service projects. Projects 
inc lude  Clo th ing 
Drives ,  Chris tmas 
Sponsorship of families, 
and Notecard Sales that 
have been designed by 
CHS graduate and NHS 
member Brooke Landry. 

Dr. Dobson stated 
“These projects are 
very important to the 
community.  All money 
raised goes to sponsoring 

scho la r sh ips  and 
assisting local Gordon 
County families.  Our 
members work hard to 
help others.” 

NHS is the nation’s 
oldest and best-known 
student recognition 
program and was 
founded in 1921 by the 
National Association 
of Secondary School 
Principals.

New Inductees are:
Emma Wil l iams, 

Lauren Reece, Lily West, 
Rylie Parr, Malysha 
Winston, Urja Patel, 
Kaitlyn Guevara, Erika 
Guzman, Kylie Speer, 

Jocelyn Heath, Chris 
Canchola, Jacky Ramirez, 
Anna Brannon, Lexi 
Bramblett, Ella Reeves, 
Emily Williams, Emma 
Kirkbride, Mason Green, 
Christian Lewis, Quin 
Smith, Jacob Beamer, 
Wesley Hathcox, Tess 
Parker, Lily Stephens, 
Marvin Castillo, Wesley 
Shelton, Will Eickman, 
Anthony Lopez, Kathryn 
Brook, Noelianis Sierra 
Palermo, Abby Crowe, 
Madeline Erwin, Emory 
Clavino, Zoe Tibbs, 
Pamela Kplivi, Honey 
Hoskins, David Carroll.

CHS inducts 37 students into National Honor Society
CONTRIBUTED

Hamilton Physician Group – Calhoun Campus holding food drive

Rather than getting gifts for herself for her 4 th birthday, Elle Brumlow 
recently requested donations for the children at Anna Shaw Children’s Institute. 
She collected crayons, colored pencils, construction paper, Play-Doh, Hot 
Wheels cars, Puffy paint, paint brushes, chenille stems and other supplies. 
These items will be used in occupational therapy, applied behavior analysis and 
other therapy sessions. Elle is pictured with her mom, Brandi. 

Terri Woodruff, executive director, said she was very appreciative of Elle’s 
donation. “Our patients will get a lot of good use out of these items. What a 
great gift!”

www.gordongazettega.com
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Joyce Broyles
Joyce Wofford Broyles, age 73, of Resaca, passed 

away on Wednesday, Dec. 2, 2020 at her residence.
Joyce was born on Sept. 25, 1947 in Calhoun 

to the late Harrison Wofford and Gertrude Barnett 
Wofford. She was a devoted member of Sugar Valley 
Baptist Church. In addition to her parents, she is 
preceded in death by her husband, Marvin Junior 
Broyles; and a son, Michael Broyles.

She is survived by two sons, Chris Broyles and 
his wife Melody of Resaca, Duane Broyles and 
his wife Shari of Spencer N.C.; daughter, Keisha 
Daniel and her husband Jamie of Calhoun; sister, 
Glenda Faye Timms and her husband David of 
Rydal; eight grandchildren, Aaron Broyles, Andrew 
Broyles, Adam Broyles, Weston Brown and his wife 
Mandy, Nicholas Broyles, Katelyn Blackmon, Tyler 
Blackmon, and Jonathon Broyles.

Funeral services will be conducted on Saturday, 
Dec. 5 at 12 p.m. from the Chapel of Thomas Funeral 
Home with Reverend Mitch Phillips officiating. 
Burial will follow in Sugar Valley Baptist Church 
Cemetery. Grandsons will serve as pallbearers.

The family will receive friends on Saturday, Dec. 
5 from 11 a.m. until the funeral hour at Thomas 
Funeral Home.

You may leave the family online condolences at 
www.thomasfunerahomecalhoun.com

Due to the ongoing national health crisis, face 
coverings must be properly worn by all those who 
plan to attend. Social distancing guidelines must be 
followed at all times while attending the visitation 
and service.

Thomas Funeral Home has proudly been entrusted 
with the care of Joyce Wofford Broyles.

Louise Greeson
Louise Greeson, 

92, of Calhoun, died 
Monday, Nov. 30, 2020. 
She was born on March 
1, 1928 in Whitfield 
County to the late 
George and Grace Holt 
Rann. She was preceded 
in death by her loving 
husband in 2006, C.W. 
Greeson; her son, Phillip 
Wayne Greeson in 1979; 
several brothers, sisters, 
and nieces and nephews also preceded her in death. 

She is survived by her son and daughter-in-
law, Danny and Joyce Greeson; daughter, Beth 
Fox and Kevin Smith; grandchildren, Christy and 
Tim Harcrow, Brian Fox, Dana and Brett Sloan, 
Ricky Greeson, and Colby and Amanda Greeson; 
great grandchildren, Dillan, Ryan, Gabe, Cole, Hal, 
Presley, Stella, Cannon, and Cade; several nieces, 
nephews, and cousins also survive. 

The family received friends on Friday, Dec. 4, 
2020 from 1 p.m. until the service hour of 3 p.m. 
at Max Brannon and Sons Funeral Home, with 
Rev. Jether Cochran officiating. Burial followed 
at Gordon Memorial Gardens. Pallbearers serving 
were Ronnie Reeves, Tim Harcrow, Dillian Harcrow, 
Colby Greeson, Ricky Greeson, Donnie Sexton, 
Cade Russell, and Jimmy Fox. 

The Greeson family would like to thank Dr. 
Katherine Naymick and the staff of The Rising 
Osteopathic Family Medicine Practice. The staff at 
Homespun Hospice, Tim Reid, Lisa Beasley, and 
Jerri McDougle,  as well as special caregiver, Jenny 

Fuller for their wonderful care of Granny Greeson.
To leave condolences and sign the online guest 

book please go to, www.maxbrannonandsons.com 
The Brannon family and staff are honored to 

serve the family of Louise Greeson. 

Dorothy Joslin
Dorothy Luella Joslin, age 96, of Calhoun and 

formerly of Kansas City, Mo., passed away on 
Wednesday, Dec. 2, 2020 at Morning Pointe Assisted 
Living.

Dorothy was born on Dec. 15, 1923 in Kansas 
City, Mo., daughter of the late Joseph W. Baker 
and Dora Bill Smith Baker. Prior to her retirement, 
Dorothy was magazine editor of Unity School of 
Christianity. She has been a resident of Calhoun for 
the past 23 years and was of the Protestant faith.

Dorothy is survived by: her daughter, Johnna 
Hoag and her husband Dr. Joel Hoag of Calhoun; 
two granddaughters, Andrea Miller of Atlanta and 
Holly Owens of Greenville, Tenn.; and five great-
grandchildren.

A private memorial service will be held at a later 
date.

You may leave the family online condolences at 
www.thomasfuneralhomecalhoun.com

Thomas Funeral Home has proudly been entrusted 
with the care of Dorothy Luella Joslin.

Glenn Smith
Glenn Edward Smith, age 95, of Calhoun, passed 

away on Wednesday, Dec. 2, 2020 at Gordon Health 
& Rehabilitation.

Glenn was born on Jan. 11, 1925 in Covington, 
Pa., son of the late Edd Ebenezer Smith and Edith 
Jane Brace Smith. Glenn was a member and minister 
of the Seventh-day Adventist Church and traveled as 
a missionary to Africa and Central America.

Glenn is survived by: his wife, Roberta Berkeley 
Smith of the Calhoun,; four sons, Jerry Smith and 
his wife Linda of Calhoun, David Smith and his 
wife Cheryl of Calhoun, Douglas Smith of Albany, 
Calif., and Ted Smith of Flagstaff, Ariz.; eight 
grandchildren; and six great-grandchildren.

You may leave the family online condolences at 
www.thomasfuneralhomecalhoun.com

Thomas Funeral Home has proudly been entrusted 
with the care of Glenn Edward Smith.

Patti Thompson
Patti Ann Jones-

Thompson, 66, of 
Calhoun, passed away 
Tuesday, Dec. 2, 2020. 
Patti was born in 
Harrisburg, Penn. on 
Feb. 3, 1954 to the late 
Carroll Jones and Joanne 
Gallman. She was 
preceded in death by her 
sister, Bonnie Sue Jones.

Patti retired from Red 
Bud Elementary School 
as a paraprofessional.

Patti is survived by her loving husband, Wayne 
Boblitt Thompson; her sons, Steven Gary Peek 
(Kimberly Michelle Coleman), Robert Lee Jones; 
daughter, Christina Marie Peek (Mackenzie Chandler 
Morris); brothers, William Jones, Michael Gallman; 
sisters, Sharon Jones, Jo Ellen Jones, grandchildren, 
Matthew Jones, Brody Mills, Emily Coleman, Erica 
Jones, Ezra and Sam Lindsey, Sarah and Gavin 
Thompson. Patti is also survived by her step-father, 
Douglas Gallman.  

The family will receive friends Saturday, Dec. 
5, 2020 from 5 – 8 p.m. at Max Brannon and Sons 
Funeral Home. The service will be held Sunday, 
Dec. 6, 2020 at 2 p.m. from the Chapel of Max 
Brannon and Sons Funeral Home. Burial will follow 
at Chandler Cemetery. Pallbearers include, Steven 
Garry Peek, Michael Gallman, Mackenzie Chander 
Morris, Matthew Jones, Robert Jones and Jose’ 
Zulueta. Honorary pallbearers are Doug Gallman 
and Chuck Cameron Crider.

The Brannon family and staff are honored to 
serve the family of Patti Ann Jones-Thompson.

Jimmy Tomlinson
Mr. Jimmy Lee Tomlinson, 69, of Calhoun, 

passed away Tuesday, Dec. 1, 2020 after several 
months of declining health.

Jimmy was born in Gordon County on Aug. 
28, 1951, son of the late Jack and Annie Ruth 
Fite Tomlinson. In addition to his parents, he was 
preceded in death by his sister and brother-in-law; 
Janice and Byron Meadows. He attended Red Bud 
School and at the age of fifteen, he entered the 
workforce as a pipefitter and worked up until health 
issues forced his retirement.

Survivors include his daughter, Leann (Josh) 
Bone and son; Brandon Tomlinson; brothers, 
Gary (Charlotte) Tomlinson and Frankie (Terresa) 
Tomlinson; grandchildren, Asa and Bryn Bone and 
Brayden and Jaxon Tomlinson; the mother of his 
children, Melissa Cochran Tomlinson, along with 
other relatives who survive.

Funeral services for Mr. Tomlinson were 
conducted Thursday, Dec. 3, 2020, at 3 p.m. from 
the graveside at Fain Cemetery.

Condolences may be expressed and the guest 
book signed at www.maxbrannonandsons.com.

The Brannon family and staff are honored to serve 
the family of Jimmy Lee Tomlinson of Calhoun.
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-The Life Choice Hospice 
Bereavement Support Group will 
be meeting the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month. The support group is open to 
anyone in the community who would like 
to attend. The office and support group 
are located at 189 Professional Court, 
Suite 300, Calhoun. For Information, 
contact Jennifer at 706-602-9001.

-The Northwest Georgia Parkinson 
Disease Association, Inc., is offering a 
monthly support group for persons living 
with Parkinson Disease, their caregivers, 
family and friends. The support group 
will meet at Gordon Hospital; Conference 
Room A. For any questions about the 
support group and future meetings, call 
James Trussell at 706-235- 3164 or 706-
346-5678.

-Families Anonymous is a 12-step 
program, for those concerned about 
drug abuse and behavior problems of a 
relative or friend. Completely anonymous, 
non professional, and non religious. No 
dues, no fees. Not connected with any 
hospital or agency. Located on Red Bud 
Road in plaza below Fitness First, next to 
Calhoun Counseling Center (Dr. Bledsoe’s 
office). Meeting every Thursday 7 - 8 p.m. 
Call 770-548-7849 for more information.

-Bondage Breakers- Breaking the 
chains of addiction one soul at a time. 
Every Thursday night at 7 p.m. at Crane 
Eater Community Church, located at 3168 
Red Bud Rd Calhoun, GA 30701.

-The Georgia Chapter of the 
Alzheimer’s Association is sponsoring 
a monthly support group at Morning 

Pointe Assisted Living, 660 Jolly Road, 
on the third Tuesday of each month at 6 
p.m. For more information or directions, 
call Mary Braden at 770-548-4683 or 
Karen Parrott at 706-346-5220. For 
more information about dementia and 
Alzheimer’s disease, call 800-272-3900 
or visit www.alz.org/georgia.

-Special Care Plus, a free one-on-one 
consultation program, offers education 
and information to primary caregivers 
of persons with dementia. Any primary 
caregiver who is caring for a loved one 
with dementia in the home is eligible to 
receive this program. To learn more about 
the Special Care Plus program, call 800-
272-3900.

-Want to make a difference in 
the community? Tapestry Hospice 
is seeking volunteers to provide 
companionship to our patients, read 
books, make crafts, garden, light house 
cleaning, administrative work, etc. 
If you’re interested contact Megan at 
megan.guthrie@tapestryhospice.com

-The Alzheimer’s Association’s 
Caring Closet was created to help offset 
the high cost of incontinent products 
and give the families support they often 
desperately need. If you would like to 
visit the nearest Closet, call the chapter 
office to receive a flier with locations and 
hours. Morning Pointe in Calhoun has a 
Caring Closet; call Mary Braden at 706-
629-0777.

-Community volunteers are needed 
at Countryside Hospice Care, where the 
mission is to promote comfort and dignity 

at the end of life. The agency covers 
26 Northwest Georgia counties between 
three offices in LaFayette, Rome, and 
Newnan. If you would like to participate 
in this rewarding program, call 706-638-
7651 or 1-800-660-7381.

-Discovering Hope, an autism 
support group for Northwest Georgia, 
meets the fourth Tuesday of each month 
at 6:30 p.m. at Friendship Baptist Church, 
Rocky Face. For more information, call 
Connie Post at 706-673-7765 or www.
discoveringhope.us.

-Caring Connection is a telephone 
support group especially for caregivers 
of loved ones with Alzheimer’s who 
cannot leave their homes because of care 
responsibilities. This support group is as 
close as the phone. Call 706-275-0819 or 
1-800-272-3900 and ask to be enrolled in 
Caring Connection.

-Grief Recovery Group for those 
who have lost loved ones and friends, 
receive support and guidance with the 
Four Tasks of Grieving. Cost is Free. 
Second Wednesday of each month at 1 
p.m. at Harris Radiation Therapy Center 
at Gordon Hospital. For more information 
or to RSVP, please call 706.879.5850.

-The Compassionate Friends of 
Dalton and N.W. Georgia is part of a 
worldwide effort that has helped many 
families cope with the loss of a child 
and to honor our children’s memory. 
The Compassionate Friends meets on the 
third Thursday of each month from 7 to 
9 p.m. at Evangelical Methodist Church 
(in the “Gathering Place” building), 

1035 Abutment Road, Dalton (on the 
hill behind the old Lowe’s off Walnut 
Avenue). For more information, call 
Dawn at 706-277-3312 or 706-264-4458 
or e-mail dawnsisson@msn.com.

-SING (Surviving Infidelity 
Necessary to your Growth) has formed 
here. If you are experiencing difficulty 
in marriage and are looking for ways 
to survive, then you should come and 
be part of these meetings designed to 
help, encourage, and solve issues in a 
marriage that can lead to a promising 
future ahead for the entire family. For 
more information, call Iroka Moore at 
706-629-2880.

-United Hospice is seeking 
volunteers who can help others through 
companionship, reading, sharing, and 
other small tasks. Give the gift of caring 
and enjoy the privilege of sharing in your 
local area. Call Dan Hogan at 706-602-
9546 or 800-867-7976.

-Looking for a 12-step meeting 
for men and women? At “Road to 
Recovery,” recognizing Jesus Christ as 
our higher power, they take the 12 steps 
and compare how they are taken from 
scripture and how to apply them to our 
lives to experience true freedom from 
the bondages of addiction. The meetings 
are free and open to the public at World 
Harvest Church locations in Cherokee and 
Gordon counties. For more information, 
call 706-602-1919. The Calhoun church 
is located at 2335 Red Bud Road. The 
meetings here are every Monday and 
Thursday at 7 p.m.

Help for the Hurting
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The arrival of 
Thanksgiving means we 
have officially entered the 
holiday season. And with 
the holiday of gratitude 
(and eating) now behind 
us, we look ahead to 
the season of giving – 
followed closely by the 
time of self-reflection 
and renewal that comes 
with the arrival of the 
New Year. 

The holiday season 
can be a pretty stressful 
six weeks of planning, 
shopping, cooking, extra 
errands, holiday events 
and more. But with the 
pandemic showing no 
signs of abating, one 
might wonder: will the 
holidays make the day-
to-day stress and worry 
of the pandemic worse, or 
will the requirements for 
being safe in a pandemic 
make the holidays more 
stressful? 

The  pandemic 
has added a layer of 
stress to everyone’s 
life – the disruption of 
routines, cancellations, 
remembering to bring a 
mask with you, social 
distancing, and thinking 
carefully about going 
anywhere there might be 
a crowd. Certainly, most 
people have adapted to 

these new realities, but 
things seemed a lot easier 
when we didn’t have to 
think about all that.

Because learning 
to manage stress is 
important for mental and 
physical health, I want 
to share some tips from 
the Mayo Clinic about 
coping with stress from 
the holidays and COVID 
(and anything else life 
might bring). 

· Acknowledge your 
feelings. If someone 
close to you has recently 
passed or you can’t be 
with loved ones, realize 
that it’s normal to feel 
sadness and grief. It’s 
OK to feel sad or express 
your feelings. Talking 
with someone close to 
you can offer relief and 
support.

· Reach out. If you feel 
lonely or isolated, seek 
out community, religious 
or other social events. 
Many organizations have 
websites, online support 
groups, social media or 
virtual events. Connect 
with family members 
with a text, call or video 
chat.

· Be realistic. The 
holidays don’t have to 
be perfect. As families 
change and grow, 
traditions often change 
as well – be open to 
creating new ones. Even 
though your holiday 
plans may look different 
this year, you can find 
ways to celebrate. It may 
take some creativity, but 
it is worth it to make sure 
no one feels left out or 
isolated during this time. 

· et aside differences. 
Try to accept family 
members and friends as 
they are and set aside 
discussions for a more 

appropriate time. Be 
understanding if others 
get upset when something 
goes awry – they’re likely 
feeling stress too. It may 
be best just not to engage 
if conversations become 
laden with conflict.

· Stick to a budget. 
Before you do your 
gift and food shopping, 
decide how much money 
you can afford and stick 
to your budget. You can’t 
buy happiness with gifts.

· Plan ahead. Set 
aside specific days 
for shopping, baking, 
connecting with friends 
and other activities, and 
make sure to line up help 
for meal prep, cleanup 
and other holiday chores. 
Good planning and 
organization go a long 
way towards reducing 
the stress this season 
may bring. 

· Learn to say no. 
Saying yes when you 
should say no can leave 
you feeling resentful and 
overwhelmed. Friends 
and colleagues will 
understand if you can’t 
participate, especially 
this year.

·Don’t  abandon 
healthy habits. Don’t 
let  the holidays 
become a free-for-all. 
Overindulgence only 
adds to stress and guilt. 
Make time for sleep and 
exercise and don’t turn 
to alcohol or drugs to 
cope.

·Take a breather. 
Make some time for 
yourself .  Spending 
just 15 minutes alone, 
without distractions, may 
refresh you enough to 
handle everything you 
need to do. 

·Seek professional 
help if you need it. If you 

find you’re persistently 
sad or anxious, unable 
to sleep, irritable and 
hopeless, talk to your 
doctor or a mental health 
professional.

Regardless of how 
you spend your holidays 
or which holiday you 
celebrate, I hope some of 
these ideas are helpful in 
finding the right balance 

for enjoying the season 
while also staying safe. 
I wish you happy and 
healthy holidays!

Melanie Dallas is a 
licensed professional 
counselor and CEO 
of Highland Rivers 
Health, which provides 
treatment and recovery 
services for individuals 
with mental illness, 

substance use disorders, 
and  in t e l l ec tua l 
and developmental 
disabilities in a 12-county 
region of northwest 
Georgia that includes 
Bartow, Cherokee, Floyd, 
Fannin, Gilmer, Gordon, 
Haralson,  Murray, 
Paulding, Pickens, Polk 
and Whitfield counties. 
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Georgia shattered 
its record for single-
day increases of new 
COVID cases, with 6,601 
reported Friday.

That total of people 
testing positive for the 
virus includes more 
than 1,500 people who 
took rapid antigen tests. 
Georgia lists these test 
results separately from 
its PCR test results, but 
most states combine 
the two figures in their 
reports.

The previous one-day 
record of 6,323 came in 
late November.

COVID-19 cases are 
spiking dangerously 
across the country. The 
United States recorded 
217,664 new cases and 
2,879 related deaths 
Thursday — the most 
infections and fatalities 
in the country in a single 
day since the pandemic 
began.

State Public Health 
officials have reported 
large increases in new 
infections this week. And 
hospital officials told 
GHN that they’re seeing 
steady and alarming rises 
in hospitalized COVID-
19 patients.

Phoebe Putney Health 
System, based in Albany, 
had not seen that uptick 
until this week. Through 
the entire month of 
November, its Albany 
hospital averaged about 
two COVID-19 hospital 
admissions per day.

“Over the last week, 

that number has more 
than doubled to about 
five admissions per day,’’ 
Scott Steiner, Phoebe 
Putney CEO, said in 
a statement Friday. 
“Systemwide, we went 
from 24 hospitalized 
patients last Friday 
to 45 today. That is 
deeply concerning and a 
sign that we must not 
be reckless during the 
holiday season.”

Phoebe Putney was a 
virus “hot spot” early in 
the pandemic.

The surge comes at the 
same time as good news 
about COVID vaccine 
distribution, with target 
dates for initial deliveries 
expected in midmonth.

Dr. Harry Heiman, a 
Georgia State University 
public health expert, said 
the state is “at the most 
dangerous point in this 
pandemic.’’

“While everyone 
should be excited 
about the beginning of 
vaccine rollout in the 
next couple weeks, for 
most of us, that will not 
make a real difference 
until sometime in the 
spring or summer,’’ he 
said. “In the meantime, 
we are seeing record 
numbers of new cases 
and associated rises in 
both hospitalizations and 
deaths due to COVID-
19.’’

Heiman said the state’s 
political and public 
health leaders have failed 
to recognize the urgency 
of this moment, which he 
called “unconscionable 

and irresponsible.’’
“We need aggressive 

action to protect the 
public’s health today,’’ 
Heiman said.

Gov. Brian Kemp has 
encouraged public mask 
use, but has not required 
it, though more than 30 
other states have done 
so.

Amber Schmidtke, 
who publishes the Daily 
Digest, said Friday that 
Georgia’s 7-day COVID 
case rate “is now 18% 
higher than what we 
witnessed at our worst 
point in the summer.”

Schmid tke ,  a 
microbiologist,  also 
noted the state insurance 
commissioner, John 
King, issued a directive 
for insurers to expedite 
authorizat ions  for 
hospitals to discharge 
patients to nursing 
homes or long-term care 
facilities,  to free up 

space in hospitals.

Grim predictions
What comes next 

in the pandemic is 
probably the country’s 
“worst-case scenario in 
terms of overwhelmed 
hospitals, in terms of the 
death count,” Baltimore 
emergency medicine 
physician Dr. Leana Wen 
told CNN.

“There’s just so much 
virus in our communities 
right now,” she said.

Her words echoed a 
grim forecast by CDC 
Director Dr. Robert 
Redfield, who warned 
Wednesday that the next 
three months are going to 
be “the most difficult in 
the public health history 
of this nation.”

T h e  G e o rg i a 
Department of Public 
Health tweeted Friday 
afternoon: “We’re all 
tired of COVID-19, but 

the fact is: COVID-19 
is not tired of us. This 
pandemic isn’t over & 
cases are still rising 
across the U.S.’’

The agency tweet 
urged Georgians to 
wear masks, keep their 
distance from others in 
public spaces, wash their 
hands frequently and 
“stay home if you can.”

The state dashboard 
at 3 p.m. Friday recorded 
43 deaths and 212 
hospitalizations.

Covid Exit Strategy 
on Friday listed Georgia 
as having “uncontrolled 
spread’’ The website 
said ICU capacity was 
severely constrained’’ 
and the percentage of 
people testing positive for 
the virus was increasing 
at 11.4 percent.

The Gainesvil le 
Times reported that 
Northeast Georgia Health 
System was treating 

196 COVID-19 patients 
as of Friday. Friday’s 
count again breaks the 
health system’s record 
pandemic peak of 182 
reported Thursday.

Steiner of Phoebe 
Putney said the health 
system hopes “to be able 
to begin administering 
COVID-19 vaccines 
within the next couple 
of weeks. That is an 
important milestone in 
our COVID-19 fight, but 
it is not an immediate 
fix.

“Vaccines will be 
administered in a phased 
approach over many 
months, so we must 
continue to wear our 
masks, wash our hands, 
and watch our distance 
to minimize the spread of 
the virus.”

Andy Miller is the 
owner and CEO of 
Georgia Health News.

GEORGIA HEALTH NEWS: COVID cases  
hit daily Georgia and U.S. records

ANDY MIlLER, 
Georgia Health News

HIGHLAND RIVERS: Tips for managing holiday stress

Melanie Dallas
CEO - Highland Rivers

To stay up to date on the latest community news, follow  
the Gordon Gazette on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter
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Just back from Cape 
Canaveral, Fla., where he 
will soon be working as 
an Integration Technician 
for SpaceX, Georgia 
Northwestern Technical 
College graduate Palmer 
Moye dropped in on the 
GNTC Aviation Training 
Center for one last visit.

Through the GNTC 
Aviation Maintenance 
Technology program, 
Moye studied a 
combined airframe and 
power plant curriculum, 
mandated by the Federal 
Aviation Administration 
(FAA). According to 
Jon Byrd, program 
director and instructor 
of Aviation Maintenance 
Techno logy,  t he 
technical skills students 
like Moye learn at GNTC 
can be applied across the 
aerospace field.

“It is no surprise to us 
at all that Palmer was 
hired by SpaceX,” said 
Byrd. “He is extremely 
smart and more than 
capable of great things in 
the aviation maintenance 
industry. We are very 
proud of him and that 
he chose GNTC for his 
aviation maintenance 
training.”

During his final 
interview, Moye worked 
on a SpaceX Merlin 
engine. These engines 
power the Falcon 9 and 
Falcon Heavy rockets. 
The Falcon Heavy rocket 
was the craft SpaceX 
launched on Feb. 6, 2018, 
to transport a cherry-
red Tesla Roadster and 
its mannequin driver, 
Starman, into space.

“The work I did at 
GNTC made working 
on the rocket engine 
a piece of cake,” said 
Moye. “Engines amaze 
me. They are so big and 

powerful, but they still 
need to be handled with 
care.”

Moye said he was 
encouraged through the 
hiring process by Matt 
Corvey, his first semester 
Aviation Maintenance 
Technology instructor at 
GNTC. Corvey agreed to 
be a reference on Moye’s 
application, but said the 
20-year-old got in on his 
own merits.

“Palmer is a dreamer,” 
he said. “I could tell he 
had a slightly different 
interest than the other 
students.”

Moye said the hiring 
process took around 
three weeks from start to 
finish. In the meantime, 
he has found an apartment 
in Cape Canaveral that 
is a 10-minute drive to 
work and a five-minute 
walk to the beach. Moye 
says he will be working 
third shift, which isn’t an 
issue for him.

“This is my dream job,” 
he said. “The best way to 
step into the aerospace 
field is through SpaceX.”

At the end of the 
2020 summer semester, 
Moye and his classmates 
graduated the program 
after a challenging 
spring semester. In 
order to complete the 
program and earn the 
FAA certif ications, 
students must be in class 
at GNTC’s Aviation 
Training Center Monday 
through Thursday from 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m.

When the COVID-
19 pandemic caused 
nationwide shut downs, 
GNTC delayed its classes 
until it was safe for 
students to come back on 
campus. When Aviation 
Maintenance Technology 
students returned, they 
stayed an extra hour 
every day to make up 

for the classroom and 
lab hours missed in 
order to meet the FAA 
requirements to receive 
certification.

“This year has been 
crunch time for sure,” he 
said. “We have been here 
nearly every day working 
to finish the program.”

A graduate of Rome 
High School, Moye had 
the opportunity to live 
at home while he was in 
college. Living at home 
helped him focus on 
his education as well as 
save money. Moye said 
telling his family the 
news about SpaceX was 
a big moment and it is 
something he will never 
forget.

“They were more than 
ecstatic,” he said. “There 
were a lot of happy 
tears.”

Moye will be the second 
GNTC graduate hired by 
SpaceX in the past year. 
GNTC graduate Dusty 
Powell began work as a 
Maintenance Technician 
in December 2019 at the 
company’s headquarters 
in Hawthorne, California. 
Powell holds two 
associate degrees from 
GNTC, Instrumentation 
and Controls Technician 
and Industrial Systems 
Technology.  Along 
with his two degrees, 
Powell also holds a level 
two Certified Control 
Systems Technician 
(CCST) from The 
International Society of 
Automation.

T h e  Av i a t i o n 
Maintenance Technology 
(AVMT) program 
prepares graduates for 
employment in repairing 
and maintaining aircraft. 
The combined airframe 
and power plant 
curriculum, mandated 
by the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA), 

is designed to provide 
students with the 
technical knowledge 
and skills required to 
troubleshoot and repair 
aircraft components and 
systems. Satisfactory 
completion of all AVMT 
program courses entitles 
students to participate in 
FAA airframe and power 
plant examinations and 
certifications.

Georgia Northwestern 
Technical College’s 
( G N T C )  F a l l 
C o m m e n c e m e n t 
Ceremony will be held in 
Dalton at the Whitfield 
Murray Campus as a 
drive-thru ceremony on 
Thursday, Dec. 3, at 5 
p.m. Fall semester GNTC 
graduates from all six 
campuses are invited to 
attend the ceremony.

SpaceX designs, 
manufactures  and 
launches advanced 
rockets and spacecraft. 
The company was 
founded in 2002 to 

revolutionize space 
technology. The company 
has gained worldwide 
attention for a series of 
historic milestones. It is 
the only private company 
capable of returning a 
spacecraft from low 
Earth orbit, which it 
first accomplished in 
2010. The company 
made history again in 
2012 when its Dragon 
spacecraf t  became 
the first commercial 
spacecraft to deliver 
cargo to and from the 
International Space 
S ta t ion .  SpaceX 
successfully achieved 
the historic first reflight 
of an orbital class 
rocket in 2017, and the 
company now regularly 
launches flight-proven 
rockets. In 2018, SpaceX 
began launching Falcon 
Heavy, the world’s most 
powerful operational 
rocket by a factor of two. 

Georgia Northwestern 
Technical  Col lege 

p rov ides  qua l i ty 
workforce education to 
the citizens of Northwest 
Georgia. Students have 
the opportunity to earn 
an associate degree, 
diploma, or a certificate 
in business, health, 
industrial, or public 
service career paths. This 
past year, 12,454 people 
benefited from GNTC’s 
credit and noncredit 
programs. With an 
annual credit enrollment 
of 7,730 students, GNTC 
is the largest college 
in Northwest Georgia. 
GNTC has an additional 
enrollment of 4,724 
people through adult 
education, continuing 
education, business and 
industry training, and 
Georgia Quick Start. For 
more information about 
GNTC, visit us at www.
GNTC.edu. GNTC is 
a unit of the Technical 
College System of 
Georgia and an Equal 
Opportunity Institution. 

GNTC graduate hired by SpaceX to maintain rocket engines
GEORGIA 
NORTHWESTERN 
TECHNICAL
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ONGOING 
- P h i l a d e l p h i a 

Christian School is 
located off Highway 
41 between Calhoun 
and Adairsville. The 
school offers 4-year-old 
kindergarten through 12th 
grade, using the A-Beka 
curriculum. To find out 
more about the school, 
call the office at 706-625-
3233.

-Faith Deliverance 
Ministry and Outreach 
will be taking donations 
of clothes, shoes, also 
all house hold items to 
help needy families. Call 
Minister Evelyn Adams at 
706-671-7988. 

-Celebrate Recovery, 
a faith based 12-step 
program, meets every 
Tuesday at 6 p.m. at 
Relevate Church in 
Ranger off 411. Call 
Nicole for information: 
706-979-4713/706-290-
8028.

-East Calhoun Church 
of God, at 401 Peters 
Street, gives out groceries 
and clothing through the 
“Feed the Needy” ministry 
each Saturday from 11 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. The 
church hosts a miracle 
healing service every 
first Friday at 7 p.m. For 
more information, contact 
“Feed the Needy” ministry 
director Florence Jones 
at 706-409-1981. Senior 
pastor is Keith Reid. 

CHURCH 
DIRECTORY
-Fairmount Church 

of Christ, located at 
265 South Avenue in 
Fairmount, Ga. Minister 
Bobby Gayton. Everyone 
is invited to visit and 
worship with us. Sunday 
morning Services at 11 
a.m.; Bible study at 10 
a.m.; Wednesday Bible 
study at 6 p.m.

-Fairmount United 
Methodist Church-
Loving One Another To 
Christ. Sunday School at 
10 a.m.; Worship Service 
at 11 a.m. Children’s 
Church provided. New 
Minister now Leading. 
New programs and 
community outreach 
coming soon.

-Pastor Terry Reisner 

invites everyone to the 
Vision Pentecostal 
Ministry located at 
401 South Wall Street 
in Calhoun. Come hear 
the truth of God’s Word 
Sundays at 11 a.m.

-Faith Deliverance 
Church & Outreach 
Ministry Welcomes 
Everyone to an Anointed 
Church Service at 1320 
Dawnville Road in Dalton 
every Sunday at 6 p.m. and 
Thursday at 7 p.m. Pastor 
and Evangelist Evelyn 
Adams, also an Anointed 
Gospel Singing. Come 
expecting Jesus to move 
for you. Miracles, Healing, 
Deliverance, Salvation. 
For more information or 
directions, call Minister 
Evelyn Adams (706) 671-
7988

-Pine Chapel United 
Methodist Church, 
located at 2232 Pine 
Chapel Road in Resaca, “A 
place to begin, belong and 
become.” Sunday School, 
10:15 a.m.; Worship, 11 
a.m. Pastor Louise W. 
Elmore.

-Resaca Assembly 
of God, located at 
904 Resaca Lafayette 
Rd NW, would like to 
welcome everyone to 
please come and join in 
worship and meet our 
Pastor Steve Burns and his 
lovely wife Cathy. Sunday 

school at 10 a.m., worship 
service on Sunday at 11 
a.m. and 6 p.m.. Everyone 
is invited.

-Calhoun First United 
Methodist Church 
Sunday Worship times: 
9:00 a.m., traditional 
worship; 10 a.m., 
Sunday school; 11 a.m., 
contemporary service 
(in the CAC). Calhoun 
First UMC is located at 
205 East Line Street in 
downtown Calhoun.

-First Presbyterian 
Church, located at 829 
Red Bud Road N.E. in 
Calhoun. Pastor David 
McDonald invites you 
to join us on Sunday for 
Sunday School at 9:45 
a.m., Worship Service at 
11 a.m., and Bible Study 
Class Tuesday 10 a.m.

-Oakman Baptist 
Church located at 397 
Oakman Rd. Oakman, 
Georgia, has Sunday 
school at 10 a.m. Covered 
dish dinner every third 
Sunday following worship. 
Everyone is invited!

-Damascus Baptist 
Church, located on North 
Highway 41 in Calhoun, 
Sunday School at 10 a.m. 
Sunday worship at 11 a.m. 
and Sunday night at 6 p.m.

-Old Sugar Valley 
United Methodist 
Church located at 2659 
Old Rome Dalton Road 

in Calhoun has Breakfast 
Social at 9:30 am every 
Sunday. The church 
history is colorful, dating 
back to the Civil War, 
small cozy country church 
nothing fancy! Come join 
us!

-Faith Deliverance 
Ministry and Outreach 
with Evelyn M. Adams, 
Minister has been ordained 
as a Minister of the Gospel 
since 1972. Call anytime 
to come minister to your 
church of place or event 
at 706-337-3241. 24-hour 
prayer line at 706-671-
7988. Send all prayer 
requests to P.O Box 394, 
Fairmount GA, 30139. 

-Pleasant Valley 
Baptist Church is a Bible 
believing & teaching 
church located in the 
Red Bud Community. 
Pastor Keith Gibson 
and the congregation 
invite you to come and 
worship with us at 3882 
Red Bud Rd., Calhoun. 
Opportunities for worship: 
Bible Study for all ages 10 
a.m., Children’s Church 
up to 5th grade 11a.m., 
Worship service 11 a.m. 
Wednesday night service 
times Prayer Bible Study 
and Student Ministries 7 
p.m. 706-624-0198, Fine 
us on Facebook or email 
pvbccalhoun@gmail.com

-Maranatha Baptist 

Church on Hwy 225 
across from paradise 
Drag Strip, Calhoun 
would like to invite you 
to attend our services for 
Sunday School starting at 
10 a.m., Worship Service 
at 10:45 a.m. Wednesday 
Night Services are at 
7 p.m. Everyone is 
Welcome. Pastor Richard 
Webster.

- E v a n g e l i s t i c 
Outreach Ministries on 
1590 Dews Pond Road. 
Pastor Mark Kirby invites 
everyone to Fellowship 
and Worship with us. 
Children’s Church on 
Sunday Services starts 
at 11:00am Childrens 
Church starts at 11:30am. 
Wednesday nights Bible 
Study 7:00pm-8:00pm. 
Come out and see what 
the Lord is doing!

-The College Street 
Church of God, 731 
College St., Calhoun, 
706-483-3666, pastor 
Dewayne Smith, holds 
weekly services: Sunday 
school at 10 a.m., Sunday; 
morning worship at 11 
a.m., Sunday; Sunday 
night service at 6 p.m.; and 
Bible study on Wednesday 
at 7 p.m.

-Victory Fellowship 
Center, 925 Oothcalooga 
St., invites you to weekly 
worship services held at 
11 a.m. every Sunday 

morning. Pastor Joe 
Stewart and the VFC 
family also invite everyone 
to join each Wednesday at 
noon and 7:30 p.m. for 
anointed and enlightening 
Bible studies. If you are 
looking to grow in your 
understanding of God’s 
plan for your life and gain 
greater insight of the life 
changing power of His 
word, come and join us as 
we study the word.

-Boone Ford Baptist 
Church invites you to 
attend its services for 
Sunday School starting 
at 10 a.m. and Worship 
services at 11 a.m. every 
Sunday.  Sunday night 
services are at 6 p.m. 
on the first and third 
Sunday night of each 
month.  Wednesday night 
services start at 7:30 p.m.  
Everyone welcome.  Gary 
Quarles, pastor.

-Pleasant Hill Baptist 
Church and Pastor David 
Peeler invite everyone to 
attend weekly services. 
Sunday School begins at 
10 a.m. and worship at 
11 a.m. Sunday evening 
activities and discipleship 
training begin at 6 p.m., 
and children’s and youth 
programs at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday service begins 
at 7 p.m., along with 
Bible study programs for 
children and youth.

Church Calendar

                                                                       Tallatoona Community Action Partnership                                        
                                                                                                      LIHEAP Heating Assistance                  

Beginning November 2, 2020 at 8:30am, Tallatoona will begin accepting appointments for the LIHEAP  
Heating Assistance Program for senior households 65 years of age and older.  

 

Beginning December 1, 2020 at 8:30am, the general public may begin scheduling appointments. 

Appointments are provided on a first-come, first-serve basis. To receive assistance applicants must qualify 
based on the FY 2021 annual income guidelines. For more information visit www.tallatoonacap.org. 
 
 

SCHEDULE ONLINE:    WWW.TALLATOONACAP.ORG 

SCHEDULE BY PHONE:  770-817-4666, Option 2 or 770-773-7730, Option 2 (toll free for 706 area codes) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Tallatoona Services Bartow, Cobb, Douglas, Floyd, Gordon, Haralson, Paulding, and Polk Counties 
 

   IMPORTANT NOTICE:  Due to health and safety concerns related to COVID-19, all Tallatoona offices are closed to the  
      public. Appointments will be completed remotely by telephone. All required documents will be accepted via fax, mail,  
               or quick drop off at local county offices. Please DO NOT send documents prior to your appointment. 
 

but was apprehended by the trooper after falling 
to the ground.  The subsequent investigation revealed 
that Ivey had a suspended Georgia Driver’s License.  
Drug related objects, along with a small amount of 
illegal drugs were located during the investigation. 

According to the jail listings from Dec. 3, Ivey 
was arrested and is facing charges of Driving 
While License Suspended or Revoked; DUI; Felony 
Fleeing or Attempting to Elude; Hit and Run; 
Maximum Limits (100-plus mph in a 35 mph zone); 
Felony Possession of Methamphetamine; Reckless 
Driving; Transactions in Drug Related Objects; and 
Vehicles to Drive on Right Side. He remains in jail 
at press time.

WRECK 
From page 1A

said Jason Gumbs, Senior Vice President of 
Comcast’s Big South Region. “Gordon County 
is among 10 rural broadband expansion projects 
Comcast has proposed to complete upon the Georgia 
PSC’s adoption of the Georgia Cable Association’s 
(GCA) proposed pole attachment reform.”

Other cable broadband providers are also ready 
to grow in rural Georgia and have committed under 
in writing, under oath to the Georgia PSC to serve 
a total of up to 35,000 homes and businesses in the 
next three years with the adoption of the GCA’s 
proposed pole reform.

Res iden ts  may v i s i t  h t tps : / /
georgiansforbroadband.com/ today to learn more 
about these pro-broadband expansion policies and to 
make their voices heard at the PSC.

“If the PSC determines current EMC pole 
attachment rates are excessive and sets a new 
cost-based formula consistent with the national 
standards proposed by our expert witnesses, our 
cable broadband providers are ready to reinvest 
savings in rural broadband expansion in Georgia,” 
said Michael Power, Executive Director at the 

Georgia Cable Association. “This is what’s best 
for Georgia – private broadband providers are best 
positioned to deliver broadband to the most homes, 
in the least amount of time, at the best value for our 
citizens and taxpayers.”

Comcast has a long history in Georgia with 
more than 4,500 in-state employees and $2.9 billion 
invested in its technology and infrastructure since 
2011 to build the fastest, most reliable online 
experience. The company operates a 53,000-mile 
network in Georgia and is building 900 new network 
miles in the state each year. They currently double 
the capacity of their network every 18 months.

With this local broadband expansion, more than 
1,000 homes and businesses here in our county will 
have access to Comcast’s entire suite of Xfinity 
residential services including data, video, voice and 
mobile. Comcast Business products would include 
data, voice and video services

Comcast’s expansion would also provide families 
with access to Comcast’s Internet Essentials program, 
the nation’s largest and most successful broadband 
adoption initiative for low-income families. Since 
2011, Internet Essentials has helped connect 480,000 
low-income individuals to the internet in Georgia.

The PSC will issue its decision by December 15.

BROADBAND 
From page 1A

How will this impact Georgia customers and 
drivers?

During the week of January 19-22, walk-in 
customers may experience delays and      longer than 
normal wait times. To avoid such delays, Georgia 
residents with January and February renewal dates 
are encouraged to renew prior to Wednesday, January 
13. 

Customers and dealers seeking to conduct any 
title transactions should complete their business at 
a county tag office prior to Wednesday, January 13. 

Dealers will be able to initiate electronic title and 
registration (ETR) transactions and issue temporary 
operating permits (TOPs) over MLK Day weekend.

Law enforcement will still have access to motor 
vehicle records through a statewide backup file.

Please visit our county tag website at  https://
gordoncounty.org/departments/tax-commissioners-
office/ for more information on upcoming scheduling 
changes. 

DRIVES 
From page 1A

Calhoun High School). Only 1 student that was 
COVID positive at Calhoun Elementary was on 
campus this week; only 3 COVID positive students 
were on campus this week at Calhoun Middle School 
and only 1 student with COVID was on campus this 
week at Calhoun High School.

There were 9 new cases among staff members 
at Calhoun City Schools reported this week (3 at 
Calhoun Primary, 2 at Calhoun Elementary, 3 at 
Calhoun High School and 1 at Central Office).

Calhoun City Schools post the new case numbers 
each Friday afternoon, and includes the previous 
week’s numbers separately on their website at 
https://www.calhounschools.org/summer-resources/
ccsd-covid-19-case-status-reportnew-page 

Both school systems have adopted strict cleaning 
procedures and are following the health and safety 
guidelines set forth by the CDC concerning social 
distancing.

Students and staff who have tested positive for 
COVID-19 or who have recently had close contact 
with a person with COVID-19 at either school 
system cannot return to school until they meet the 
Department of Public Health’s Return to School 
Guidance After COVID-19 Illness or Exposure.

COVID 
From page 1A
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