
Copper Creek Farm, 
located at 1514 Reeves 
Station Road SW in Calhoun, 
will hold their annual 
Sunflower Festival this year 
from June 12 – July 11, 2020.

The activities are all 
outdoors, and there’s plenty 
of room for the public to visit 
during the Sunflower season. 
Some additional precautions 
have been put into place to 
address COVID-19 concerns.

“Our farm is very roomy, 
and we will have more hand 
washing stations available,” 
said Copper Creek Farm 
owner and operator David 
Grogan. “We’re going to 
(provide) beyond the (safety 
precautions) required by the 
CDC.”

This year, Copper Creek 
Farm has added a new six-
acre sunflower field, giving 
customers 12 acres of 
sunflowers to enjoy during 
the Sunflower Festival.

General admission tickets 
for the Sunflower Festival 
are $15.90 each, and includes 
a variety of activities for 

the price. Stroll through 
the sunflower fields and 
snap photos while enjoying 
other activities such as the 
Hillbilly Splash Pad, Wagon 
Hayrides, Mechanical Bull, 
Gem Mining, Pony Rides, 
Cow Train, Giant Jumping 
Pillow, Duck Races, Kid Zip 
Line, Candy Cannon, Pig 
Races, Monster Watermelon 
Cannon, Animated Chicken 
Show, Honey Bee Barn, 
Bunnyville, Steer Roping, 
Milking Cows, Petting Zoo 

and much more.
Those under 36 months 

enter for free; those over 60 
years old get $2 off. Groups 
of more than 20 are also $2 
off per ticket. You can add a 
bucket of sunflowers for an 
additional $6.

For more information, 
including a calendar of 
the days and hours of 
operation, visit Copper 
Creek Farm on Facebook or 
visit their website at http://
coppercreekfarm.com/
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GEORGIA HEALTH NEWS: 
Kemp links COVID jump to 
lab backlog.

Georgia Governor Brian Kemp has announced in 
a press conference that he has signed an executive 
order to extend Georgia’s State of Emergency 
through July 12.

“Today, after consultation with Lt. Governor 
Duncan and Speaker Ralston, I’ve decided to renew 
the State of Emergency for a third time, through 
11:59 p.m. on July 12, 2020” said Gov. Kemp.  
“This declaration, as you know, plays a critical, 
important role in our battle against coronavirus.”

Kemp went on to say that the State of Emergency 
allows for the enhanced partnerships between private 

and public sectors for healthcare infrastructure, 
procurement of supplies and coordination across all 
levels of government.

“As we continue to take measured steps forward, 
the public health state of emergency provides 
flexibility for a cohesive response across government 
and within our communities across the state,” said 
Kemp.

“Today I signed a new executive order to extend 
specific safety precautions, outline guidance 
for summer camps and summer school, and 
outline important rules for re-opening shuttered 
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Gov. Kemp extends State of Emergency through July 12; 
Reopens bars, recreation, other events with restrictions

Brandi Owczarz
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With the General 
Primary Election less 
than two weeks away, 
being held on Tuesday, 
June 9, and early voting 
already underway, the 
Gordon Gazette has 
interviewed each of the 
candidates in local races 
that are contested. No 
Democrats qualified 
to run for office this 
election cycle, and only 
4 of the 12 local offices 
have opposition: County 

Commissioner District 
3, Gordon County 
Coroner, County Board 
of Education Post 4, 
and County Board of 
Education Post 6. Most 
of the offices, unless 
there is a runoff or 
enough write-in votes, 
will be decided on June 
9 during the General 
Primary Election.

Each candidate in 
the contested races have 
given their perspective 
of the office they are 
running for, and what 
they hope to accomplish 

if elected. Today, the 
Gordon Gazette features 
the candidates for the 
race of Gordon County 
Coroner.

Coroner:
I n c u m b e n t 

Republican Coroner 
James Carver will face 
Republican Ken Padgett.

Carver is the longest 
serving coroner in the 
state of Georgia, elected 
to the office in 1977.

Brandi Owczarz
gordongazettega@gmail.com

James Carver
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The Family Resource 
Center of Gordon 
County, located at 320 
North River Street in 
Calhoun, recently opened 
a Giving Library, stocked 
with children’s book. 
The Giving Library sits 
outside of the Family 
Resource Center, beside 
the bench at the front 
entrance to the building.

The Giving Library 
book unit was originally 
going to be a Community 
Hope Project.

“The (book container) 
sat at the United Way 
building for several 
years,” said Wendy 
Shedd, Parents as 
Teachers Supervisor 
and Nurturing Parenting 
Facilitator for Family 
Resource  Center. 
“ (Former  Gordon 
County United Way 
Director) Vickie Spence 
had given it to us to use 
as a Community Hope 

Brandi Owczarz
gordongazettega@gmail.com

Family Resource Center 
opens Giving Library
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Aubrey Shedd, granddaughter of FRC’s Wendy Shedd, 
enjoys a book from the Family Resource Center’s new 
Giving library.

Annual Sunflower Festival at Copper 
Creek Farm begins June 12

Brandi Owczarz
gordongazettega@gmail.com

Sunset Jacks, Calhoun’s 
newest beach-themed café, 
opened for business on 
Saturday, May 30. Sunset 
Jacks is located on Kelly 
Court in Calhoun, beside 
Jumpin’ Jacks Zone, across 
from Pets R Us.

The eatery offers a variety 
of items on their menu, 
including shaved ice, Dippin 
Dots, smoothies, sandwiches, 
make-your-own pizzas and 
more.

For more information, 
visit Sunset Jacks Facebook 
page.

Sunset Jacks opens for business
Brandi Owczarz
gordongazettega@gmail.com

Getting to know the candidates running for 
local offices: Gordon County Coroner
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Nationwide, more than 8,300 
people died in crashes involving teen 
drivers from 2008 to 2018 during 
the “100 Deadliest Days,” the period 
between Memorial Day and Labor 
Day.  That’s more than seven people 
a day each summer. The combination 
of schools closed, activities curtailed, 
summer jobs canceled, and COVID-19 
restrictions being lifted, could prove 
deadly as teens take to the road this 
summer.  AAA recommends that now 
is a good time for parents to both 
model safe driving behaviors and help 
ensure their teens practice them too.

“The last decade of crash data 
show shows that teens continue to 
be over-represented in crashes and 

summertime marks an increase of fatal 
crashes for this age group,” said Dr. 
David Yang, Executive Director of the 
AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety. 
“Our data analysis has found that for 
every mile driven, new teen drivers 
ages 16-17 years old are three times 
more likely to be involved in a deadly 
crash compared to adults.”

Due to their inexperience, teen 
drivers are at a higher risk of crashes. 
According to the new AAA Foundation 
Traffic Safety Culture Index, about 
72% of teen drivers aged 16-18 
admitted to having engaged in at least 
one of the following risky behaviors in 
the past 30 days:

-Driving 10 mph over the speed 
limit on a residential street (47%)

-Driving 15 mph over the speed 

limit on a freeway (40%)
-Texting (35%)
-Red-light running (32%)
-Aggressive driving (31%)
-Drowsy driving (25%)
-Driving without a seatbelt (17%)
“Parents remain the best line of 

defense to keep everyone safe behind 
the wheel,” said Jennifer Ryan, 
AAA’s Director of State Relations. 
“It’s never too soon to educate teens 
on the dangers of distracted driving, 
speeding, and the impairing effects 
of alcohol and marijuana. But actions 
speak louder than words.  Remember 
to model good behavior because your 
teen won’t take your advice seriously 
if you don’t follow it yourself.”

To keep roads safer this summer, 
AAA encourages parents to:

-Talk with teens early and often 
about abstaining from dangerous 
behavior behind the wheel, such as 
speeding, impairment and distracted 
driving.

-Teach by example, and minimize 
risky behavior when driving.

-Establish a parent-teen driving 
agreement that sets family rules for 
teen drivers.

-Conduct at least 50 hours of 
supervised practice driving with their 
teen.

To support parents in conducting 
practice driving sessions during 
COVID-19 and beyond, AAA is 
providing a free four-page guide to 
help parents coach their teens on how 
to drive safely.  The “Coaching Your 
New Driver – An In-Car Guide for 
Parents” AAA ParentCoachingGuide 
2020 offers behind-the-wheel lesson 
plans, including a variety of “DOs 
and DON’Ts” to make the learning 
experience as helpful as possible.  For 
parents, the guide can be beneficial 

as they coach their teens on a variety 
of routes, building on their formal 
behind-the-wheel training.

TeenDriving.AAA.com has a 
variety of tools to help prepare parents 
and teens for the dangerous summer 
driving season. The online AAA 
StartSmart Parent Session also offers 
excellent resources for parents on how 
to become effective in-car coaches 
as well as advice on how to manage 
their teen’s overall driving privileges. 
Teens preparing for the responsibility 
of driving should enroll in a driver 
education program that teaches how 
to avoid driver distraction and other 
safety skills.

About AAA Foundation for Traffic 
Safety: Established in 1947 by AAA, the 
AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety is a 
not-for-profit, publicly funded, 501(c)
(3) charitable research and educational 
organization. The AAA Foundation’s 
mission is to prevent traffic deaths 
and injuries by researching their 
causes and by educating the public 
about strategies to prevent crashes 
and reduce injuries when they do 
occur. This research is used to develop 
educational materials for drivers, 
pedestrians, bicyclists and other road 
users. Visit www.AAAFoundation.org.

About AAA: AAA provides 
more than 60 million members with 
automotive, travel, insurance and 
financial services through its federation 
of 32 motor clubs and more than 1,000 
branch offices across North America. 
Since 1902, the not-for-profit, fully 
tax-paying AAA has been a leader and 
advocate for safe mobility. Drivers can 
request roadside assistance, identify 
nearby gas prices, locate discounts, 
book a hotel, or map a route via the 
AAA Mobile app. To join, visit AAA.
com.

ATLANTA, GA – Attorney General 
Chris Carr is warning older Georgians, 
their families and their caretakers to 
be on the lookout for signs of financial 
exploitation, especially with regard to 
the recent issuance of federal stimulus 
checks.  

“Georgia has a robust Elder 
Abuse Law that covers financial 
exploitation,” says Attorney General 
Carr. “The law also contains unique 
protections for individuals residing 
in nursing homes and assisted living 
facilities. We are on the lookout for 
individuals and organizations that 
are taking advantage of older adults 
with regard to their stimulus checks. 
Our Consumer Protection Division, 
Prosecution Division and Medicaid 
Fraud Division will work together with 
other law enforcement partners to see 

that bad actors are prosecuted to the 
full extent of the law.”

Exploitation of Older Adults is 
generally defined as taking away 
property or money or otherwise 
misusing the financial resources of 
an older adult or disabled person 
for another’s gain. This can include 
taking a Social Security or Economic 
Stimulus check without consent or 
having a Power of Attorney document 
or other documents signed without the 
victim knowing what he/she is signing, 
or forging his/her signature.

If citizens suspect abuse, neglect, 
and exploitation of this population, the 
resources below can assist in reporting 
the matter:

To report abuse, neglect, and 
exploitation of an older adult or 
disabled adult who lives in a private 
residence, contact your local police 
and Adult Protective Services at 

1-866-552-4464 - Press “3” or www.
aging.ga.gov then click the Report 
Elder Abuse tab.

To report abuse, neglect, and 
exploitation of an older adult, disabled 
adult or resident in a facility, contact 
Healthcare Facility Regulation: 1-800-
878-6442.

To access information on long-term 
supports and services, services in the 
home and community, or support for 
individuals and family members who 
are aging or living with a disability, 
contact Georgia’s Aging and Disability 
Resource Connection (ADRC) to 
locate an office in your area: www.
georgiaadrc.com.

Medicaid recipients who reside 
in nursing homes and assisted living 
facilities, along with their family 
members, should make sure that 
the economic stimulus payments of 
these residents are not utilized by the 

facility or individuals working in the 
facility. Although Medicaid recipients 
may sometimes be required to sign 
over certain resources to the facility 
where they reside, this does not apply 
to the economic stimulus payments. 
Congress, under the CARES Act, has 
designated these payments as “tax 
credits,” which means the monies 
lawfully belong to the recipients and 
cannot be taken by a nursing home or 
assisted living facility.

If you believe that the stimulus 
payment of a Medicaid recipient who 
resides in a nursing home or assisted 
living facility was improperly taken 
by the facility, you can contact the 
Attorney General’s Medicaid Fraud 
Control Division by calling (404) 656-
5400 or by emailing report_medicaid_
fraud@law.ga.gov.
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A d v e n t H e a l t h 
Medical Group is 
pleased to announce 
that Charlotte Brooks, 
FNP-BC, has joined 
AdventHealth Medical 
Group Family Medicine 
at Owasa.

Brooks joins Joseph 
Johnson, MD; Robert 
Lester, MD; Julia 
Rittenhouse, MD; Chris 
Yamamoto, MD; and 
Rhonda Gilbert, FNP-C, 
at AdventHealth Medical 
Group Family Medicine 
at Owasa, which offers 
a wide range of medical 
services for the entire 
family. Serving the 
Calhoun and Gordon 
County community since 
1980, the clinicians 
carefully listen to 
patients and provide 
thorough exams and 

offer solutions to make 
sure you stay at your 
best. The practice also 
helps patients prevent or 
manage medical issues, 
including diabetes, high 
blood pressure, high 
cholesterol and many 
other conditions that 
need close monitoring.

Brooks worked as 
a registered nurse in 
AdventHealth Gordon’s 
wound care and 
hyperbaric medicine 
department  before 
becoming a certified 
nurse practitioner. She 
earned her Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing from 
Chamberlain University 
in Downers Grove, 
Illinois. She completed 
her Master of Science in 
Nursing from Columbus 
State University in 
Georgia. Brooks is 
certified through the 
Amer ican  Nurses 

Credentialing Center.   
To schedule an 

appointment, please call 
Call706-625-0333.      

About AdventHealth 
Gordon

Founded in 1935, 
AdventHealth Gordon is 
proud to be a member 
of AdventHealth. With 
a sacred mission of 
Extending the Healing 
Ministry of Christ, 
AdventHealth is a 
connected system of 
care for every stage of 
life and health. More 
than 80,000 skilled 
and compassionate 
caregivers in physician 
practices, hospitals, 
outpatient clinics, skilled 
nursing facilities, home 
health agencies and 
hospice centers provide 
individualized, wholistic 
care. A shared vision, 
common values, focus on 
whole-person health and 

commitment to making 
communities healthier 
unify the system’s 
nearly 50 hospital 
campuses and hundreds 

of care sites in diverse 
markets throughout 
almost a dozen states. 
For more information 
about AdventHealth, 

visit  AdventHealth.
com or Facebook.com/
AdventHealth.
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CONSUMER ALERT: Attorney General Carr Issues Warning 
Against Financial Exploitation of Older Adults during Covid-19
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A Perfect Storm? COVID-19 restrictions ease as  
‘100 Deadliest Days’ begin for nation’s teens
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Winifred “Winnie” Frix
Mrs .  Win i f red 

(Winnie) Sonier Frix, age 
84, of Rome and formerly 
of Calhoun, passed away 
on May 28, 2020 at 
Hospice of Chattanooga 
following a brief illness.   

Mrs. Frix was born 
in Saugus, Mass. on 
Feb. 6, 1936, daughter 
of the late Allen Edward 
Sonier and the late 
Rosetta Murray Sonier. 
She was a graduate of 
Berry Schools in 1954 
and Berry College in 1958. Winnie retired from 
Calhoun City Schools following 30 years of teaching 
Business Education at Calhoun High School and 
previously, Adairsville High School. She was the 
Vocational Office Training coordinator in her later 
years at Calhoun High School. She was an active 
member of Pleasant Valley North Baptist Church. 
In addition to her parents she was also preceded in 
death by her husband, William Fred Frix, Jr. and 
by a sister, LaNelle Sonier Bailey and by a brother, 
Henry Sonier.

Survivors include three sons, Jerry Frix (Linda), 
Suwanee, Terry Frix, Canton, and Perry Frix, 
Sarasota, Fla.; a brother, Allen Edward Sonier, 
Gordon, Ga.; nieces and nephews.

In accordance to CDC guidelines a private 
service will be held. The Rev. Mac McCurry will 
officiate. Interment will be in the Georgia National 
Cemetery, Canton.

A Memorial service at Pleasant Valley North 
Baptist Church in Rome is planned for a date to be 
determined this summer.

In lieu of flowers, the family request memorial 
donations be made to Pleasant Valley North Baptist 
Church, Building Fund 735 Old Summerville Road, 
Rome, GA 30165. You may leave online condolences 
at www.hendersonandsons.com

Henderson & Sons Funeral Home, North Chapel 
has charge of the funeral arrangements.

Paulette “Polly” Gilbert
Paulette “Polly” Peterson Gilbert, age 74, of 

Calhoun, passed away on Wednesday, May 27, 2020 
at her residence surrounded by her loving family.

Polly was born on Dec. 3, 1945 in Gordon County, 
daughter of the late Kiker Peterson and Gertrude 
Miller Peterson. In addition to her parents, she was 
also preceded in death by her brother, Johnny “Pete” 
(Calhoun) Peterson. She was a member of Newtown 
Baptist Church. Polly was a loving mother, wife, 
maw-maw, friend, aunt and cousin. She loved her 
Lord and church family.

Polly is survived by: her husband, Rayford 
Gilbert of Calhoun; daughters, Donna Rickett and 
her husband Mitchell, and Melissa Smith and her 
husband Travis; three grandchildren, Kenneth 
Rickett and his wife Sara, Kayla Rickett Brown and 
her husband Jacob, and Derek Smith and his wife 
Stephanie; four great-grandchildren, Heidi Rickett, 
Kolton Rickett, Aubrey Rickett, and Logan Smith; 
special aunt, Francis Robinson; and loving and 
special caretaker, Regina Gilbert.

The family would like give special thanks to 
Tapestry Hospice and Cindy Talley.

Funeral Services were conducted on Friday, May 
29 at 3 p.m. from Newtown Baptist Church with 
Reverend Walter Hare officiating. Seth Hunt had 
charge of music.

Pallbearers serving included Kerry Robinson, 
Jacob Robinson, Tony Miller, and Bud Owens.

The family received friends on Friday, May 
29 from 1 p.m. until the funeral hour at 3 p.m. at 
Newtown Baptist Church.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests memorial 
contributions be made to Newtown Baptist Church 
at 897 Newtown Church Road, NE, Calhoun, GA 
30701.

You may leave the family online condolences at 
www.thomasfuneralhomecalhoun.com

Thomas Funeral Home is in charge of the 
arrangements for Paulette “Polly” Peterson Gilbert.

Mabel Tate
Mrs. Mabel Ellen Pratt Tate, 94, of Adairsville, 

passed away Wednesday, May 27, 2020.
She was born in Pinehurst, Feb. 3, 1926, daughter 

of the late Cyrus Logan Pratt and Carrie Lou Carr 
Pratt. She was a member of Mt. Paran Church of 
God, Smyrna and attended NorthPointe Church, 
Adairsville. She worked as a cosmetologist for many 
years and owned and operated Tate’s Dress Boutique. 
Mrs. Tate was a kind gentle soul, a true classy lady. 
She was preceded in death by her parents; husband 
Daniel “Zip” Jay Tate on July 8, 2009; sisters, Iris 

Lee Akins, Bonnie Young, Harriett McAfee, Joann 
Johnson, and Jesse Sharpe; and brothers, Mike Pratt, 
Cecil Pratt, Clemon Pratt, and Perry Pratt.

She is survived by her nephew, Larry Pratt and 
several other nieces and nephews.

The family wishes to thank Annette Gay, Esdell 
Watkins, and Kim Moore for all their care and love 
they showed Mrs. Tate.

Funeral services were held Friday, May 29, 2020, 
at 2 p.m. in the chapel of Barton Funeral Home with 
Rev. Jim Pinkard officiating. Interment followed in 
Eastview Cemetery, Adairsville. The family received 
friends from 12 Noon until 2 p.m. on Friday.

R. Dudley Barton & Son Funeral Home, 
Adairsville, will be in charge of funeral arrangements 
for Mrs. Mabel Ellen Pratt Tate.

Wanda Tate
Wanda Johnson Tate, 74, of Calhoun, Georgia 

died Monday, May 25, 2020. Wanda was born April 
1, 1946 to Dolly Smith Johnson and the late Harold 
Johnson. Wanda was a member of Union Grove 
Baptist Church and worked for many years at Echota 
Fabric. She enjoyed shopping with her daughters.

She is survived by her husband Hughdon Tate; 
daughters, Kimberly Pelfrey (Scott) and Mitzi 
Floyd; grandchildren, Kenny Bailey, Brent Bailey, 
Britney Floyd, Elijah Floyd, Harmony Woods, 
Aliyah Woods; three great-granddaughters and three 
great-grandsons; other relatives and friends.

Due to the Covid- 19 pandemic an invitation-only 
service will be held. 

To leave condolences and sign the online guest 
book please go to, www.maxbrannonandsons.com

The Brannon family and staff are honored to 
serve the family of Wanda Johnson Tate.

Serving Calhoun and Gordon County  
for more than 40 years
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-The Life Choice 
Hospice Bereavement 
Support Group will be 
meeting the 2nd Tuesday 
of each month. The support 
group is open to anyone in 
the community who would 
like to attend. The office 
and support group are 
located at 189 Professional 
Court, Suite 300, Calhoun. 
For Information, contact 
Jennifer at 706-602-9001.

-The Northwest 
Georgia Parkinson 
Disease Association, Inc., 
is offering a monthly 
support group for persons 
living with Parkinson 
Disease, their caregivers, 
family and friends. The 
support group will meet 
at Gordon Hospital; 
Conference Room A. For 
any questions about the 
support group and future 
meetings, call James 
Trussell at 706-235- 3164 
or 706-346-5678.

-Families Anonymous 
is a 12-step program, 
for those concerned 
about drug abuse and 
behavior problems of 
a relative or friend. 
Completely anonymous, 
non professional, and non 
religious. No dues, no fees. 
Not connected with any 
hospital or agency. Located 
on Red Bud Road in plaza 
below Fitness First, next 
to Calhoun Counseling 
Center (Dr. Bledsoe’s 
office). Meeting every 
Thursday 7 - 8 p.m. Call 
770-548-7849 for more 
information.

-Bondage Breakers- 
Breaking the chains of 
addiction one soul at a 
time. Every Thursday 
night at 7 p.m. at Crane 
Eater Community Church, 
located at 3168 Red Bud 
Rd Calhoun, GA 30701.

-The Georgia Chapter 
of the Alzheimer’s 
Association is sponsoring 
a monthly support group 
at Morning Pointe Assisted 
Living, 660 Jolly Road, on 
the third Tuesday of each 
month at 6 p.m. For more 

information or directions, 
call Mary Braden at 770-
548-4683 or Karen Parrott 
at 706-346-5220. For more 
information about dementia 
and Alzheimer’s disease, 
call 800-272-3900 or visit 
www.alz.org/georgia.

-Special Care Plus, 
a free one-on-one 
consultation program, 
offers education and 
information to primary 
caregivers of persons with 
dementia. Any primary 
caregiver who is caring for 
a loved one with dementia 
in the home is eligible 
to receive this program. 
To learn more about the 
Special Care Plus program, 
call 800-272-3900.

-Want to make 
a difference in the 
community? Tapestry 
Hospice is seeking 
volunteers to provide 
companionship to our 
patients, read books, 
make crafts, garden, 
light house cleaning, 
administrative work, etc. 
If you’re interested contact 
Megan at megan.guthrie@
tapestryhospice.com

-The Alzheimer’s 
Association’s Caring 
Closet was created to 
help offset the high cost 
of incontinent products and 
give the families support 
they often desperately 
need. If you would like to 
visit the nearest Closet, call 
the chapter office to receive 
a flier with locations and 
hours. Morning Pointe 
in Calhoun has a Caring 
Closet; call Mary Braden at 
706-629-0777.

- C o m m u n i t y 
volunteers are needed 
at Countryside Hospice 
Care, where the mission 
is to promote comfort 
and dignity at the end of 
life. The agency covers 
26 Northwest Georgia 
counties between three 
offices in LaFayette, Rome, 
and Newnan. If you would 
like to participate in this 
rewarding program, call 
706-638-7651 or 1-800-

660-7381.
-Discovering Hope, an 

autism support group for 
Northwest Georgia, meets 
the fourth Tuesday of each 
month at 6:30 p.m. at 
Friendship Baptist Church, 
Rocky Face. For more 
information, call Connie 
Post at 706-673-7765 or 
www.discoveringhope.us.

-Caring Connection 
is a telephone support 
group especially for 
caregivers of loved 
ones with Alzheimer’s 
who cannot leave their 
homes because of care 
responsibilities. This 
support group is as close as 
the phone. Call 706-275-
0819 or 1-800-272-3900 
and ask to be enrolled in 
Caring Connection.

-Grief Recovery 
Group for those who 
have lost loved ones and 
friends, receive support 
and guidance with the Four 
Tasks of Grieving. Cost is 
Free. Second Wednesday 
of each month at 1 p.m. at 
Harris Radiation Therapy 
Center at Gordon Hospital. 
For more information 
or to RSVP, please call 
706.879.5850.

-The Compassionate 
Friends of Dalton and 
N.W. Georgia is part of 
a worldwide effort that 
has helped many families 
cope with the loss of a 
child and to honor our 
children’s memory. The 
Compassionate Friends 
meets on the third Thursday 
of each month from 7 
to 9 p.m. at Evangelical 
Methodist Church (in 
the “Gathering Place” 
building), 1035 Abutment 
Road, Dalton (on the hill 
behind the old Lowe’s 
off Walnut Avenue). For 
more information, call 
Dawn at 706-277-3312 or 
706-264-4458 or e-mail 
dawnsisson@msn.com.

-SING (Surviving 
Infidelity Necessary to 
your Growth) has formed 
here. If you are experiencing 
difficulty in marriage and 

are looking for ways to 
survive, then you should 
come and be part of these 
meetings designed to help, 
encourage, and solve issues 
in a marriage that can lead 
to a promising future ahead 
for the entire family. For 
more information, call 
Iroka Moore at 706-629-
2880.

-United Hospice is 
seeking volunteers who 
can help others through 
companionship, reading, 
sharing, and other small 
tasks. Give the gift of 
caring and enjoy the 
privilege of sharing in your 
local area. Call Dan Hogan 
at 706-602-9546 or 800-
867-7976.

-Looking for a 12-step 
meeting for men and 
women? At “Road to 
Recovery,” recognizing 
Jesus Christ as our higher 
power, they take the 12 
steps and compare how 
they are taken from 
scripture and how to 
apply them to our lives to 
experience true freedom 

from the bondages of 
addiction. The meetings are 
free and open to the public 
at World Harvest Church 
locations in Cherokee and 
Gordon counties. For more 
information, call 706-602-
1919. The Calhoun church 
is located at 2335 Red Bud 
Road. The meetings here 
are every Monday and 
Thursday at 7 p.m.

-A 12-step-meeting for 
Overeaters Anonymous 
is held at St. Mark’s 
Episcopal Church, 901 
W. Emory St, Dalton on 
Thursdays at 6 p.m. Call 
Nan at 706-695-9008 or 
Stephanie at 706-847-8125 
for more information.

-Caring for a loved 
one who is suffering 
from late-stage cancer 
is certainly one of life’s 
hardest experiences. 
But you do not have to 
go through this alone. 
The Harris Radiation 
Therapy Center at Gordon 
Hospital provides a place 
for you to meet each 
month with others who 

understand what you are 
going through during this 
difficult time. Strength for 
Caring, a support group 
for caregivers of patients 
with advanced stages of 
cancer meets on the second 
Tuesday of each month 
from 2-3 p.m. at the Harris 
Radiation Therapy Center 
at Gordon Hospital, 1035 
Red Bud Road. For more 
information, please call 
706-879-5853.

-Dealing with a cancer 
diagnosis is difficult for 
everyone involved – the 
patient and their loved ones. 
But you are not alone. The 
Harris Radiation Therapy 
Center at Gordon Hospital, 
1035 Red Bud Road, hosts 
a Support Group for cancer 
patients, survivors, and 
caregivers on the third 
Wednesday of each month 
from noon until 1 p.m. 
Lunch is served. For more 
information and to RSVP, 
please call 706-879-5853. 
We offer a hand to hold and 
an ear to listen as you go 
through this difficult time.

Help for the Hurting



4A Gordon Gazette Weekend, May 30, 2020



5AGordon GazetteWeekend, May 30, 2020

Georgia’s recent uptick 
in COVID-19 cases was due 
to a backlog of test results 
being released in a two-day 
period, Gov. Brian Kemp said 
Thursday.

“We feel that is a reason 
for the spike in the cases,’’ 
Kemp told reporters at a press 
conference at the state Capitol. 
Overall, he said, “nothing in 
the [COVID] data that we’re 
seeing right now alarms us.’’   

The governor, speaking 
about a month after he made 
national news by announcing 
Georgia’s reopening, relaxed 
more restrictions on businesses 
and other organizations 
Thursday. Bars and nightclubs 
can open if they meet certain 
requirements,  including 
screening workers and 
occupancy limits.

Overall, gatherings of up 
to 25 people will be allowed 
June 1, up from 10, if the 
individuals can stay at least 
six feet apart.

Sports teams can begin 
training in Georgia as well. 
Kemp said the state has 
discussed the training question 
with major-league sports tea
ms.                               

Hundreds of millions 
of dollars are invested in 
these athletes, he said. The 
professional sports leagues, he 
added, “are not going to put 
their athletes in jeopardy.’’

Beginning next month, 
under certain restrictions, 
summer school classes can be 
held. Amusement parks can 
operate rides again June 12. 
Live performance venues will 
remain closed.

The elderly and medically 
fragile must shelter in place 
through June 12. Kemp also 
extended the state of medical 
emergency through July 12.

Dr. Kathleen Toomey, 
commissioner of the state 
Department of Public Health, 
said that by Monday, the 
agency will have a workforce 
of 800 people who can do 
contact tracing.

That’s a big step toward 
the state goal of 1,000 tracers 
to help identify individuals 
who have come into contact 
with an infected person. 
“Please encourage people to 
cooperate with us,’’ Toomey 
added, saying the process isn’t 
intended to be intrusive, but to 
fight the disease.

Earlier Thursday, Emory 
doctors discussed the balancing 
of fighting the pandemic and 
opening businesses.

The AJC reported a 26 
percent rise in cases between 
the weeks of May 11 and May 
18.                                

Dr. Carlos del Rio, an 
infectious disease expert with 
Emory School of Medicine, 
said more testing is yielding 
more confirmed cases. And he 
also noted the backlog of lab 
results being revealed.

But there’s also spread of 

the disease that is contributing 
to the higher Georgia infection 
figures, del Rio added. “It’s 
not surprising that as we are 
opening, you’re going to see 
more cases.’’

In other COVID-related 
developments:

** Google.org awarded 
the Atlanta-based Satcher 
Health Leadership Institute at 
Morehouse School of Medicine 
a $1 million grant to collect 
and analyze demographic 
data on COVID-19. The team 
will build a database with 
a breakdown of the virus’s 
impact by race, ethnicity, 
gender, socioeconomic status 
and other factors.

Communities of color in 

the United States have been 
disproportionately affected by 
the virus.

** Emory researchers report 
a lower number of deaths 
than what most have reported 
for critically ill COVID-19 
patients using mechanical 
ventilation. The research and 
outcomes are described online 
in the journal Critical Care 
Medicine.                       

In contrast to previous 
reports from China, Italy and 
Seattle, where mortality rates 
ranged from 50 percent to 97 
percent, Emory researchers 
reported a mortality rate of 
35.7 percent for patients 
who required mechanical 
ventilation and an overall 

mortality rate of 30.9 percent 
to date. Of that overall number, 
60.4 percent of patients have 
survived to hospital discharge.

The researchers say intense 
planning, the skill of care 
teams and a later arrival of 
COVID-19 illness in Georgia 
likely influenced outcomes.

** WalletHub, comparing 
data from May 2019 and May 
2020, reported that Georgia 
had the highest increase in the 
nation in unemployment claims 
related to the coronavirus.

Andy Miller is editor and 
CEO of Georgia Health News. 
Visit www.georgiahealthnews.
com.

GEORGIA HEALTH NEWS: Kemp links COVID 
jump to lab backlog, lifts more state restrictions
ANDY MILLER,
Georgia Health News

www.gordongazettega.com

http://ww.georgiahealthnews.com
http://ww.georgiahealthnews.com
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Physician Group

PERSONALIZED CARE 
FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY

We accept most health insurance plans.

160 Curtis Parkway NE

Calhoun, GA

Primary Care • 706.529.3025

Neurosurgery & Spine • 706.529.7124

Michelle Little, DO 

Family Medicine

Jennifer Smith, FNP-C

Family Medicine

Justin Hare, DO

Neurosurgery and Spine

HamiltonHealth.com/calhoun

Hamilton Physician Group-
Calhoun Primary Care

706.529.3025

Hamilton Physician Group-
Neurosurgery and Spine

706.529.7124
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-The Calhoun Pregnancy Center Inc., located on 
the corner of Peters Street and East Belmont Drive, is 
open every Monday, Tuesday and Friday from noon 
until 4 p.m. The center is also open each Thursday from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday available by appointment 
only. Closed Wednesdays and Sundays. To visit the 
center, call 706-625-5768 to make an appointment.

-BONDAGE BREAKERS - Breaking the chains 
of addiction one soul at a time. Every Thursday night 
at 7 p.m. at Crane Eater Community Church, located at 
3168 Red Bud Rd Calhoun, GA 30701.

-Calhoun AA Group meetings. Monday, Wednesday 
and Saturday from 7 - 8 p.m.; Tuesday and Thursday 
from 12 - 1 p.m. and Sunday 9:30 - 10:30 a.m. Located 
at 318 North River Street, Calhoun, GA, 30701.

-Volunteers make a wonderful difference! 
PruittHealth Hospice is looking for people of vision 
and empathy who wish to make a difference in their 
community one person at a time. If you have a heart for 
others and wish to be of service, please contact us at 
706-602-9546. Remember…you can make a difference 
for the good!

-Want to make a difference in the community? 
Tapestry Hospice is seeking volunteers to provide 
companionship to our patients, read books, make crafts, 
garden, light house cleaning, administrative work, etc. 
If you’re interested contact Megan at megan.guthrie@
tapestryhospice.com

-The Life Choice Hospice Bereavement Support 
Group will be meeting the 2nd Tuesday of each month. 
The support group is open to anyone in the community 
who would like to attend. The office and support 
group are located at 189 Professional Court, Suite 300, 
Calhoun. For Information, contact Jennifer at 706-602-
9001.

-Special Care Plus, a free one-on-one consultation 
program, offers education and information to primary 
caregivers of persons with dementia. Any primary 
caregiver who is caring for a loved one with dementia 
in the home is eligible to receive this program. To learn 
more about the Special Care Plus program, call 800-
272-3900.

-The Alzheimer’s Association’s Caring Closet 
was created to help offset the high cost of incontinent 
products and give the families support they often 
desperately need. If you would like to visit the nearest 
Closet, call the chapter office to receive a flier with 
locations and hours. Morning Pointe in Calhoun has a 
Caring Closet; call Mary Braden at 706-629-0777.

-The Northwest Georgia Parkinson Disease 
Association, Inc., is offering a monthly support 
group for persons living with Parkinson Disease, their 
caregivers, family and friends. The support group will 
meet at Gordon Hospital; Conference Room A. For any 
questions about the support group and future meetings, 
call James Trussell at 706-235- 3164 or 706-346-5678.

-Are you interested in losing pounds and inches? 
Join TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) for support 
and how-to information. Meetings are on Monday 
nights. Weigh-ins begin at 6 p.m., and group support 
and information starts at 7 p.m. at the Gordon County 
Senior Citizens Center, 150 Cambridge Court, Calhoun. 
For more information, call 706-847-3306.

-Community volunteers are needed at Countryside 
Hospice Care, where the mission is to promote comfort 
and dignity at the end of life. The agency covers 26 
Northwest Georgia counties between three offices in 
LaFayette, Rome, and Newnan. If you would like to 
participate in this rewarding program, call 706-638-
7651 or 1-800-660-7381.

-Discovering Hope, an autism support group for 
Northwest Georgia, meets the fourth Tuesday of each 
month at 6:30 p.m. at Friendship Baptist Church, Rocky 
Face. For more information, call Connie Post at 706-
673-7765 or www.discoveringhope.us.

-Caring Connection is a telephone support 
group especially for caregivers of loved ones with 
Alzheimer’s who cannot leave their homes because of 
care responsibilities. This support group is as close as 
the phone. Call 706-275-0819 or 1-800-272-3900 and 
ask to be enrolled in Caring Connection.

-Grief Recovery Group for those who have lost 
loved ones and friends, receive support and guidance 
with the Four Tasks of Grieving. Cost is Free. 
Second Wednesday of each month at 1 p.m. at Harris 
Radiation Therapy Center at Gordon Hospital. For more 
information or to RSVP, please call 706.879.5850.

-The Compassionate Friends of Dalton and N.W. 
Georgia is part of a worldwide effort that has helped 
many families cope with the loss of a child and to 
honor our children’s memory. The Compassionate 
Friends meets on the third Thursday of each month 
from 7 to 9 p.m. at Evangelical Methodist Church (in 
the “Gathering Place” building), 1035 Abutment Road, 
Dalton (on the hill behind the old Lowe’s off Walnut 
Avenue). For more information, call Dawn at 706-277-
3312 or 706-264-4458 or e-mail dawnsisson@msn.
com.

-SING (Surviving Infidelity Necessary to your 
Growth) has formed here. If you are experiencing 
difficulty in marriage and are looking for ways to 
survive, then you should come and be part of these 
meetings designed to help, encourage, and solve issues 
in a marriage that can lead to a promising future ahead 
for the entire family. For more information, call Iroka 
Moore at 706-629-2880.

-United Hospice is seeking volunteers who can 
help others through companionship, reading, sharing, 
and other small tasks. Give the gift of caring and enjoy 
the privilege of sharing in your local area. Call Dan 
Hogan at 706-602-9546 or 800-867-7976.

-Looking for a 12-step meeting for men and 
women? At “Road to Recovery,” recognizing Jesus 
Christ as our higher power, they take the 12 steps and 
compare how they are taken from scripture and how to 
apply them to our lives to experience true freedom from 
the bondages of addiction. The meetings are free and 
open to the public at World Harvest Church locations in 

Cherokee and Gordon counties. For more information, 
call 706-602-1919. The Calhoun church is located 
at 2335 Red Bud Road. The meetings here are every 
Monday and Thursday at 7 p.m.

-A 12-step-meeting for Overeaters Anonymous 
is held at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, 901 W. 
Emory St, Dalton on Thursdays at 6 p.m. Call Nan at 
706-695-9008 or Stephanie at 706-847-8125 for more 
information.

-Caring for a loved one who is suffering from 
late-stage cancer is certainly one of life’s hardest 
experiences. But you do not have to go through this 
alone. The Harris Radiation Therapy Center at Gordon 
Hospital provides a place for you to meet each month 
with others who understand what you are going through 
during this difficult time. Strength for Caring, a support 
group for caregivers of patients with advanced stages 
of cancer meets on the second Tuesday of each month 
from 2-3 p.m. at the Harris Radiation Therapy Center 
at Gordon Hospital, 1035 Red Bud Road. For more 
information, please call 706-879-5853.

-Dealing with a cancer diagnosis is difficult for 
everyone involved – the patient and their loved ones. 
But you are not alone. The Harris Radiation Therapy 
Center at Gordon Hospital, 1035 Red Bud Road, hosts 
a Support Group for cancer patients, survivors, and 
caregivers on the third Wednesday of each month 
from noon until 1 p.m. Lunch is served. For more 
information and to RSVP, please call 706-879-5853. 
We offer a hand to hold and an ear to listen as you go 
through this difficult time.

Help for the Community
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VOTE FOR

ANDY GUNTHER
FOR U.S. CONGRESS

Christian & Constitutional Conservative

From This District, For This District!

I have been serving this District longer than any other candidate!
Paid for by Friends of Andy Gunther, Inc.|P.O. Box 115|Bremen, GA 30110|770-568-4042

Most Qualified

• 22-Year Army 
Veteran

• MBA- Management
• FEMA: Certifications
• Global Experience
• Business Owner
• Community 

Volunteer

SERVANT LEADER

PRO-LIFE
PRO-GUN
PRO-TRUMP

TERM LIMITS
LOWER TAXES
ELIMINATE DEBT

The establishment has chosen their candidate!
But you can elect Andy Gunther, NOW thru June 9th!

WWW.ANDYGUNTHER.COM

“The position is all about compassion and 
understanding of the deceased on behalf of the 
family, and to treat them the best way possible in 
compliance with federal and state laws,” said Carver 
of his longevity as the local coroner.

Carver has a long list of qualifications he brings 
to his re-election campaign.

“I was appointed by Governor Joe Frank Harris 
to be on the Georgia Coroners Training Council 
Board, serving as Chairman. That controls the 
training for the coroners and deputy coroners in 
the state of Georgia,” said Carver. “I’ve been to a 
mandated course every year by the Georgia Police 
Academy. I’ve took seminars in the Los Angeles, 
Calif. Coroner’s Office, along with the Minneapolis 
and New Orleans Medical Examiner’s offices.”

Carver said he’s loved serving Gordon County 
in the capacity he has for the past 43 years, and if 
re-elected to office, he will continue to push for a 
new morgue, which is an upcoming SPLOST project.

 “I’ve been pushing for years for a new morgue,” 
said Carver. “We need a new morgue to care for 
those who have lost loved ones. It’s ridiculous what 
I have to work with now at the old morgue. I’ve 
been promised that we’re getting a new one. This 
(is about) the loved ones. I wouldn’t want my loved 
one to be (in the one we have now); it’s just not 

suitable.”
Carver appreciates the support and relationship 

he’s had with law enforcement at all levels throughout 
his time in office.

“I have a good working relationship with law 
enforcement; that’s local, state and federal law 
enforcement agencies. They’re all appreciative of 
what I’ve been doing and what my office has been 
doing. They are the ones that encouraged me to 
run again,” said Carver. “I am appreciative of the 
services and cooperation they’ve given our office.”

With three very capable deputy coroners in his 
office, Carver said that at the end of the day, the duty 
of the coroner is about serving the public.

“My goal is to serve the public with the assistance 
of my three deputy coroners, who are doing a 
fantastic job,” said Carver. “The families we deal 
with during our investigations have been very 
appreciative of (our deputy coroners).”

Ken Padgett is a lifelong resident of Gordon 
County and is married to Marie Elmore Padgett. 
His parents were Billy and Norma Padgett. His dad 
served for 16 years on the City Council.

Padgett is running for office because he wants to 
improve the morgue and coroner’s office.

“We need to update the process, and get (the 
morgue) and the procedures into the 21st Century,” 
said Padgett. “The County has plans to build a new 
morgue and coroner’s office, and I’d like to elevate 
the office. I want it to be a place where there’s an 
open door policy and transparency. We have three 
very experienced deputy coroners who need their 

coroner to be active and allow them to have a voice 
(in operations).”

Padgett has had a long and storied career in 
Gordon County. He is the only candidate to run for 
coroner that has been a certified EMT, Firefighter 
and Law Enforcement Officer. Padgett was serving 
in the Civil Defense when the tornado touched 
down in Sugar Valley in the spring of 1974, killing 
seven. He helped man the mass casualty morgue set 
up at that time at the local National Guard. He was 
one of the first employees of the Gordon County 
Ambulance Service when Gordon County took the 
service over from the funeral homes in 1975. He 
spent 18 years in law enforcement at the Calhoun 
Police Department and he’s currently with the 
Gordon County Sheriff’s Department, where he’s 
served for more than 10 years.

Through his service, Padgett has hundreds of 
hours in investigative training; he’s a certified law 
enforcement instructor who has worked numerous 
death investigations, including murders and child 
death.

Padgett has also been a Red Cross First Aid 
instructor, and was a chair of the Gordon County Red 
Cross. He was president of the Battered Women’s 
Shelter and Chairman of the Child Abuse Council. 
Padgett has a close working relationship with the 
county, serving as head of Historic Preservation. 
He currently serves as president of Friends of 
Resaca, and was instrumental in securing the Resaca 
Battlefield Historic Site. 

CANDIDATES
From page 1A
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businesses,” said Kemp. “The shelter in place 
order for Georgians who are 65 and older or are 
medically fragile will continue through June 12, 2020, 
with exceptions for necessary activities including 
work, medical appointments, grocery shopping, 
home health services, and related categories.”

“In this executive order, we strongly encourage 
all Georgians and visitors to wear face coverings 
in public to help mitigate viral spread,” said Kemp. 
“Restrictions remain intact for nearly every Georgia 
business to keep employees and their customers 
safe. For several weeks now, gatherings of more 
than 10 people in a single location have been banned 
in Georgia, unless there are 6-feet between each 
person. Given favorable data and relying on Dr. 
Toomey’s advice, we feel comfortable incrementally 
increasing that number to 25. That means starting 
June 1, 2020, you can have gatherings of more 
than 25 people in a single location if you have at 
least 6-feet between each person. Small weddings, 
recreational sports and similar events will be able 
to resume with a little more flexibility, but we 
are continuing to ask everyone to remain vigilant. 
Please continue to follow the public health advice 
as you engage in these activities. Wash your hands, 
keep your distance, wear a mask if possible and let’s 
continue to protect the medically fragile and elderly.

“At this time, live performance venues will 
remain closed,” said Kemp. “I know these closures 
are tough on business owners and their employees, 
but we will continue to watch the data to ensure the 
health and safety of our citizens. We are working 
closely with those business owners, associations and 
stakeholders as we prepare for the future.

“Starting May 31, 2020, overnight summer 
camps are permitted in Georgia if they meet 33 
specific criteria for reopening, in addition to 
meeting the requirements for operating a non-
critical infrastructure business,” said Kemp.

“Starting June 1, 2020, bars and nightclubs 
can decide to reopen if they comply with strict 
sanitation and social distancing rules all crafted to 
reflect industry practices and mitigate health risks. 
To open their doors, bars and nightclubs must meet 
39 mandatory measures to ensure patient well-

being; these include screening workers for illness, 
limiting the number of people in the building to 25 
people or 35 percent of total occupancy, requiring 
the facility to be thoroughly and regularly sanitized, 
only serving drinks to seated patrons or those in 
designated areas, limiting party size to six people 
and preventing patrons from congregating.”

“To provide clarity for banquet facilities, private 
event facilities and private reception venues, we are 
adding them to the same category as restaurants and 
dine-in services so that they have clear directions for 
operating,” said Kemp. “This change will help these 
facilities reschedule important events for families, 
especially weddings, in the coming weeks.”

“My executive order specifically addresses the 
return of amateur and professional sports,” said 
Kemp. “Starting June 1, professional sports teams 
and organizations which engage in practices or 
other in-person operations must operate by the rules 
or guidelines of their respective sports league. In 
addition, all amateur sports that continue in-person 
operation must follow the guidelines for non-critical 
infrastructure organizations.”

“Many school districts have reached out for 
guidance on holding summer school,” said Kemp. 
“I want to specifically thank Superintendent Woods 
and his team for helping us develop appropriate 
safeguards for educational leaders as they plan 
for their students return. Starting next month, 
schools and districts can hold summer school for 
students if they comply with 11 mandatory criteria 
that include screening workers and students for 
illness to prevent viral spread, enhancing campus 
sanitation, encouraging regular hand washing and 
hygiene and keeping students separated to minimize 
exposure. We know first-hand how important it is 
for some students to return to campus for in-person 
instruction and these measures will accomplish that 
goal without compromising safety.”

“Operators of amusement park rides, traveling 
carnivals, water parks, circuses and other temporary 
amusement rides shall not begin operation until June 
12, 2020. To open at that time, they must comply 
with 33 mandatory requirements, in addition to 
all the requirements for non-critical infrastructure 
businesses,” said Kemp.

“We are grateful for the guidance of the 
stakeholders to develop these rules and prepare for 
future re-openings,” said Kemp. “As we have said for 

many weeks now, one of the critical battlegrounds in 
our fight against this virus remains in our long-term 
care facilities, specifically nursing homes. Over the 
last several weeks, the Georgia National Guard has 
worked closely with public health officials and the 
Department of Community Health to test nursing 
home residents and staff. Right now, 48 percent of 
all COVID-19 deaths in Georgia are connected to 
long-term care facilities. The earlier we test, the 
earlier we can intervene and try to prevent severe 
outcomes. As of (Wednesday) afternoon, we have 
tested 66 percent of nursing home residents and 36 
percent of all staff. That is in addition to the nearly 
2,000 infection control missions conducted, along 
with 900 facilities receiving two or more mission 
visits. This is a top priority for us as we continue 
to work around the clock to protect our most 
vulnerable. We will continue to do everything in our 
power to keep these Georgians safe.”

“Since we began the rapid increase of our testing 
capacity in mid-April, we continue to remind the 
public and those in the media, the more that we 
test, the more cases we will see,” said Kemp. “That 
is especially true of our efforts to test high-risk 
populations like we’ve been doing in our nursing 
homes. The multiple public-private partnerships 
around testing that were created in a matter of weeks 
to fight this pandemic have exponentially increased 
our testing capacity, but the nature of COVID-19 
testing and reporting can sometimes lead to delays 
in mass reporting of results. Dr. Toomey and her 
team at Public Health continue to work with private 
sector partners to streamline these new processes 
and ensure our testing data is timely as well as 
accurate. Starting next week, Public Health will 
move to a daily 3 p.m. update on the COVID-19 
website. This change will give them more time to 
coordinate with healthcare facilities and providers 
to verify information and check its accuracy before 
publication. We remain encouraged by the numbers 
we receive in testing, hospitalizations and a wide 
variety of other data points across the state. We 
are also encouraged by the new treatment being 
rolled out for Georgians in partnership with the 
Trump administration. This week, the Department 
of Public Health will distribute over 18,000 vials 
of Remdesivir to 85 hospitals across Georgia. This 
shipment will enable these facilities to treat roughly 
1670 patients.”

Community Events
June 2020
-Copper Creek Farm Sunflower Festival: 

Friday, June 12 - July 11.  Copper Creek Farm is 
located at 1514 Reeves Station Road SW in Calhoun. 
For more information, visit www.coppercreekfarm.
com

-The GEM Theatre, located at 114 North Wall 
Street in Calhoun, is excited to welcome back to 
their stage, 90’s Alt-Rock band Sister Hazel. The 
show will be held on Friday, June 26, beginning at 
8 p.m. Tickets for the GEM performance range from 
$40 - $50 and can be purchased online by visiting 
the GEM’s website www.calhoungemtheatre.org.

August 2020
-Who’s Bad: The Ultimate Michael Jackson 

Experience is coming to the GEM Theatre on 
Saturday, Aug. 1, beginning at 7:30 p.m. The 
performance is presented by Floyd Urgent Care in 
Calhoun. The GEM is located at 114 North Wall 
Street. Tickets for the event at the GEM range from 
$35 - $40. For tickets, visit www.calhoungemtheatre.
org/

-Carman, the Christian artist who has 
consistently operated outside the box of Christian 
music, will be taking the state of the GEM Theatre 
for a nice of worship on Friday, Aug. 7, beginning 
at 7:30 p.m. The GEM is located at 114 North Wall 
Street in Calhoun. Tickets range from $30 - $35 
and can be purchased online by visiting the GEM’s 
website www.calhoungemtheatre.org.

Notices
-TALLATOONA BEGINS LIHEAP COOLING 

ASSISTANCE. Low Income Energy Assistance 
Program Cooling Assistance available; 
appointments have begun for seniors: Tallatoona 
Community Action Partnership, Inc. has begun 
the annual Low Income Home Energy Assistance 
Program (LIHEAP) Cooling Assistance for Gordon 
County.

On April 1 at 8:30 a.m., Tallatoona began accepting 
appointments for the LIHEAP cooling program for 
senior households age 65 and older, along with 
homebound households. Appointments for the general 
public will be accepted beginning May 1, beginning 
at 8:30 a.m.

Gordon County residents who qualify will receive 
either $350 or $400 toward their electric bill.

To schedule an appointment, visit the Tallatoona 
website at www.tallatoonacap.org and click 
‘BookNow,’ or call 770-817-4666, extension 2.

It’s important to note that due to health and safety 
concerns related to COVID 19, appointments for 
assistance will be completed remotely by phone. 
Tallatoona officers are currently closed until further 
notice.

-Story times at the Calhoun-Gordon County 
Library, 100 N. Park Ave. in Calhoun, are 10:30 a.m. 
on Thursdays

-Fairmount Library is now located inside of City 
Hall on the second floor. Story time is held every 
second Saturday of the month at 11 a.m. and New 
Horizon Book Club is held on the second Thursday of 

the month. For more information call 706-337-5306.
-If your school, church, civic or other 

organization would like a representative from the 
Georgia State Patrol to come and speak with your 
group on law enforcement or public safety matters, 
call 706-624-1477.

-Story times at the Calhoun-Gordon County 
Library, 100 N. Park Ave. in Calhoun, are 10:30 a.m. 
on Thursdays.

-The Calhoun Adult Learning Center has so 
much to offer. Make the center your window to the 
world. Free study programs are offered during the 
day and evening sessions. Enroll in adult education 
today. Call 706-624-1111. The center is located on the 
campus of Georgia Northwestern Technical College.

-The Gordon County Saddle Club meets the 
fourth Thursday of each month. The meetings will 
be held at the Gordon County Agricultural Service 
Center, 1282 Hwy 53 Spur SW Suite 200, Calhoun, Ga. 
30701. Contact 770-548-5956 for more information.

-The Gordon County Nutrition Site would like 
to invite seniors ages 60 and over to come to the 
Senior Center, located at 150 Cambridge Court 
Monday–Friday at 11:30 a.m. for a nutritious meal. 
The meal is free of charge. We are also the center 
for Meals on Wheels for the homebound. For more 
information, please contact Jackie Owens, Nutrition 
Site Manager at 706-629-0392.

To add your community event to Gordon Gazette’s 
Community Events Calendar, email Staff@
GordonGazetteGa.com
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project. We weren’t able to get approved to sit on 
site for the Community Hope project, so we decided 
it could be used here (at the Family Resource 
Center). That way, we can keep the library full and 
stocked.”

The Giving Library began as a way to provide 
books for the children who receive services at the 
FRC.

“The library is for children who use the Family 
Resource Center for services,” said Shedd. “But we 
do have a lot of traffic that comes through the center, 
so we would never turn away someone who wanted 
to get a book from the library. With the library 
being closed and other (facilities) being closed, the 
families, especially the kids in our programs, do not 
have a lot of options (for entertainment). Our home 
visitation service provides new books to every home 
visit. With this library being here, those who use our 
services can come through between home visits, like 
when they are picking up packets, and get a book if 
they want one.”

According to Shedd, the Giving Library is stocked 
with a variety of books for different age groups, 
including older children/teens, and the books are for 
the children to take home.

“This is not a lending library; we want to give 
books to the children,” said Shedd. “Our goal is to 
inspire young readers. Reading opens your mind up 

to explore so many different places. With everyone 
trapped at home for the last few months, being able 
to get outside of that, even just to read a story, is a 
great way to relieve stress.”

The Giving Library was custom by Michelle 
Williams, a therapist at Family Resource Center.

“She made it very beautiful and kid-friendly,” 
said Shedd.

All of the books for the Giving Library are 
donated, and anyone in the community who would 
like to donate new or gently used books for children 
and teens can do so at the Family Resource Center. 
To donate, simply call Wendy Shedd or Michelle 
Walraven at the Family Resource Center at 706-
625-3311 to set up a time to drop the books off. It is 
asked that donations not be put in the library; they 
need to be dropped off inside the Family Resource 
Center.

“We are very appreciative to the United Way for 
giving us the book container,” said Shedd. 

Despite the recent shutdowns and shelter-in-
place order due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
Family Resource Center is still working hard to 
provide services to families in the community.

“We’re doing really well; the Home Visitation 
Program is fantastic,” said Shedd. “We recently had 
a Drive-Thru Home Visit Connection. We usually 
do Group Connections every month, where families 
get together, meet each other and do activities and 
games, but we held it as a drive-thru connection this 
month and we had 35 families come through. They 
drove around our campus, and we handed out bags 
for the families filled with activities for summer; 

activities like balls, bubbles and Frisbees, along 
with summer snacks.”

Shedd said that FRC is maintaining their case 
loads with virtual home visits as well.

The Family Resource Center of Gordon County 
began in 1984 when a group of Gordon County 
citizens met to discuss their concerns about the 
maltreatment of children in the community, and 
became a chartered council of the Prevent Child 
Abuse Georgia in 1986. Over the last 30 years, 
FRC has expanded the programs they offer to 
include the First Steps program at AdventHealth 
Gordon, a parenting program, Healthy Families 
home-visitation program, Family Ties relative care 
giver program, Parents as Teachers home-visitation 
program, StepUp father’s parenting class, Gordon 
County Child Advocacy Center, therapy services for 
children exposed to childhood trauma and therapy 
services for adult survivors of childhood abuse 
and trauma. The mission of the FRC is to create 
awareness within the community by dispersing 
information and materials about child development, 
child abuse and neglect, parent education, and other 
relevant topics, and to be the driving force behind 
the prevention effort in Calhoun-Gordon County; to 
provide programs that teach parents and caregivers 
more effective skills; to support families with 
programs that include everyone from infant to adult, 
both married and single parents.

For more information on the Family Resource 
Center of Gordon County and the services they 
offer, visit their website at https://www.frcgordon.
org/
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REPUBLICAN SAMPLE BALLOT

DEMOCRATIC SAMPLE BALLOT NONPARTISAN 
SAMPLE BALLOT
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