
Calhoun, GC, Sonoraville counting on key players 
making impact on both sides of the ball in 2019
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Cover Feature: Two-Way Terrors
Teams counting on key guys to impact both sides of ball

When possession of the ball goes over to the 
other team, a lot of high school players get a chance 
to rest on the sideline while their teammates who 
play on the defensive side of the ball head onto the 
field. But for certain players on the team, there 
aren’t a whole lot of chances for rest.

Many players must pull double-duty on Friday 
nights as their team counts on them to contribute 
heavily on offense and defense. That means double 
the mental load and double the physical load, but 
a lot of guys that play both ways look at it from 
a positive perspective...double the chance to make 
plays and help your team win games.

Calhoun, Sonoraville and Gordon Central all 
have multiple players that fit this category, being 

asked to help the team on offense and defense. The 
Gordon Gazette recently gathered two of those such 
players from each local team and talked with each 
of them about the challenges of playing on both 
sides of the ball, which one they like doing more 
and what they thought about their teams’ outlooks 
in 2019.

Here’s what they had to say as they get ready 
for the regular season coming up soon:

By Alex Farrer, Sports Editor
gordongazettesports@gmail.com

DAVID BRADEN
LB/H-back, Sr., Calhoun

GG: How demanding is it to play on offense and 
defense both physically and mentally?
BRADEN: Mentally is where you have more to think 
about. You have to continue to keep your teammates 
up on both sides of the ball. You are going to get tired 
out there, but you have to hold your responsibility. You 
definitely have to prepare more to go both ways, and 
you can’t slip up.

GG: Which side of the ball is your favorite and why?
BRADEN: I would say defense. It just feels more 
natural to me, and I think it comes easier. It really gets 
my adrenaline pumping more than offense, but I like 
playing on that side of the ball too. I just like getting 
the chance to help my team wherever I can.

GG: What are your individual goals for 2019 and 
what are your expectations for what the team can 
accomplish?
BRADEN: As a team, our goal is still the same. We 
want to win the region title and win the state title. 
We want to win every game. That hasn’t changed. 
Individually, I just want to help bring everyone 
together and help the team bond. We want to create 
lifelong friendships.

GRANT GILMER
WR/DB, Sr., Calhoun

GG: How demanding is it to play on offense and 
defense both physically and mentally?
GILMER: It’s very demanding, but it’s also very 
rewarding to be able to contribute the entire game 
and not just on one side of the ball. It’s physically 
demanding because you have to be conditioned well. 
You are running around all over the field on both sides 
of the ball. You’ve got to make sure you are getting a 
lot of water and electrolytes all through the week and 
on gameday.

GG: Which side of the ball is your favorite and why?
GILMER: I would probably say offense because 
you get to go hit people and get the chance to score 
touchdowns. But I love defense too. There’s nothing 
better than intercepting a ball.

GG: What are your individual goals for 2019 and 
what are your expectations for what the team can 
accomplish?
GILMER: Individually, my goal is to be a leader. I 
want to make sure everyone does their part. And I want 
to do my part each week and make us better as a unit. 
As a team, we want to win a state championship. We 
know there are some people that are counting us out 
because of all the players we lost last year, but we are 
going to use that underdog mentality to help motivate 
us and win a lot of games.

BLADE BRYANT
WR/DB, Sr., Sonoraville

GG: How demanding is it to play on offense and 
defense both physically and mentally?
BRYANT: Being a two-way player is difficult. Each 
week it requires that you get as much fluid as you can 
so you prevent cramps and stay healthy. Mentally, 
you have to stay focused and locked in every play the 
entire game. One of the biggest things you have to deal 
with is mental fatigue.

GG: Which side of the ball is your favorite and why?
BRYANT: I feel more at home on the defensive side. 
I’ve been doing it longer, and I like being a ball-
hawk. I want to try and outsmart the quarterback and 
receivers and make it as tough as possible on them.

GG: What are your individual goals for 2019 and 
what are your expectations for what the team can 
accomplish?
BRYANT: Individually, I want to be able to commit to 
go play college football and continue my education. 
I think as a team we can reach the playoffs and 
make a deep run because we have the talent and the 
experience.

COLTON RICHARDS
LB/H-back, Sr., Sonoraville

GG: How demanding is it to play on offense and 
defense both physically and mentally?
RICHARDS: There’s definitely the physical aspect, 
making sure you’re in good condition and staying 
hydrated so you can play the whole game. Mentally for 
me it helps that I did it last year. It’s still tough because 
you have to remember plays and everything on 
offense and still have to know blitzes and alignments 
and everything defensively. It’s a lot more than what 
normal players think of that just play offense or 
defense.

GG: Which side of the ball is your favorite and why?
RICHARDS: Defense is better for me. It feels like 
it’s more natural, running and hitting people hard. I 
definitely like defense before offense.

GG: What are your individual goals for 2019 and 
what are your expectations for what the team can 
accomplish?
RICHARDS: Individually, I want to be the team 
tackle leader and break the tackle record for a season. 
I think our goal as a team should be to get back to the 
postseason, and we have the ability to do that.

JORDAN BOONE
LB/RB, Jr., Gordon Central

GG: How demanding is it to play on offense and 
defense both physically and mentally?
BOONE: I think wen you’re playing both sides of the 
ball, you’re going to have mistakes. You’ve just got 
to fix the mistakes and keep going. Physically, the 
more you condition, the more you can play. 

GG: Which side of the ball is your favorite and why?
BOONE: As much as I like defense, I think offense is 
where feel like I’m meant to be. I think I’m supposed 
to be running the ball. That’s the spot for me.

GG: What are your individual goals for 2019 and 
what are your expectations for what the team can 
accomplish?
BOONE: Goals for myself are to be the best running 
back in the region and average about 200 yards per 
game. As a team, I feel like we can a lot. We want 
to go to the playoffs and make a good run in the 
playoffs. Coach (TJ) Hamilton helps us every day 
to keep improving, and I think we can go to the 
playoffs. That’s our goal this year.

CARLOS ESCOBAR
LB/OL, Jr., Gordon Central

GG: How demanding is it to play on offense and 
defense both physically and mentally?
ESCOBAR: It’s tough, but if you keep your head right 
and play fast and physical, you’ll be just fine. You just 
have to try to not do too much and give whatever you 
can when you’re out there to help the team.

GG: Which side of the ball is your favorite and why?
ESCOBAR: I’ve got to say defense. You get to hit 
people more, and that’s what I like to do on the field.

GG: What are your individual goals for 2019 and 
what are your expectations for what the team can 
accomplish?
ESCOBAR: As a team, we can accomplish anything 
we set our mind to. We’ve got the right combination 
of players to do something big as a team. Goals for 
myself are to average seven or more tackles a game 
and maybe a few sacks a game too.
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There will be a few things 
different this year for the Ca-
lhoun Yellow Jackets. Those 
include a bevy of new starters 
after the loss of a large and tal-
ented senior class in 2018 and 
probably the biggest change 
being a different head coach 
roaming the sideline as Clay 
Stephenson takes over for the 
legendary Hal Lamb. But the 
Jackets’ goal is to make sure 
one thing remains the same…
Calhoun’s winning tradition.

Despite all the new that 
surrounds the 2019 Jackets, 
Stephenson’s team has the 
same expectations as Calhoun 
has had for the last decade 
plus, which is to win another 
region title like clockwork and 
make another deep run in the 
State playoffs.

Calhoun is coming off its 
state-record breaking 18th 
straight region title last sea-
son that broke the previous 
mark held by Lincoln County 
from 1982-1998 and a trip to 
the Class AAA Final Four. De-
spite the loss of several senior 
starters, confidence is still high 
for the Jackets and Stephen-
son, who took over in February 
when Lamb announced his re-
tirement. Stephenson had pre-
viously served as an assistant 
under Lamb since 2004.

“This team wants to go out 
and win and prove they are 
just like the rest of the Calhoun 
teams of the last two decades,” 
said Stephenson. “We know 
there are some question marks 
as we replace last year’s big 
senior class, but once we get 
a few weeks into practice and 
get through our scrimmage, 
we will know a lot more about 
our team. We know we have 
so many good players, and it’s 
just about putting them in the 
fire and see how they react. 
That’s what we’ve focused on 
is seeing how they do under 
pressure, and that will factor 
in playing time.”

For Stephenson, the tran-
sition to head coach has been 
smooth with much of the same 
staff remaining in place follow-
ing Lamb’s retirement. He said 
that in itself has taken a lot of 
pressure off him as he prepares 
for his first season at the helm.

“I’m ready for the season to 
start,” said Stephenson. “These 
last few months have shown me 
how great of assistant coaches 
that I have. They take care of 
so much stuff, and I have total 
trust in those guys. If we didn’t 
have as great a staff, my job 
would be a lot harder. But as 
much as they do for me, it has 
made the transition and my job 
easy.”

Calhoun will enter 2019 
with lots of new faces in critic-
al places on both offense and 
defense, starting with the guy 
taking the snaps and the other 
player in the backfield. The 
Jackets must find a replace-
ment for a three-year starter at 
quarterback in Gavin Gray and 
a three-year starter at running 
back in Zack Fuller. The two 
main guys that will be asked to 
step into those roles are senior 
quarterback Jake Morrow and 
junior running back Jerrian 
Hames.

“Replacing three-year start-
ers is tough, and that is def-
initely true with Gavin,” said 
Stephenson. “He was such a 
good quarterback and ran our 
offense extremely well. But 
Jake has been learning and 
just waiting for his time. When 
you have guys that have put in 
their time like he has, you feel 
very confident in him running 
the offense. And Coach (Mi-
chael) Davis has done a great 
job tailoring the offense to 
Jake’s strengths.

“At running back it’s the 
same thing, replacing a three-
year starter with Zack. Jerrian 
has been talented enough to 
play, but he just hasn’t gotten 
the chance yet. I think with 
what he brings and a few other 
running backs, I think we’ll 
have a deeper group at run-
ning back than we’ve had in a 
while. Replacing a workhorse 
like Zack is tough, but I think 
we have some parts in place.”

There will be a big oppor-
tunity for multiple receivers 
to seize a big role on the out-
side as the Jackets lost their 
top six receivers to graduation 
following the 2018 season, in-
cluding Clemson signee Bran-
non Spector, Georgia Tech pre-
ferred walk-on Luke Moseley 
and Pikeville signee Bralin 
Barton, among others. Despite 
those departures, Stephenson 
said he is confident in the play-
makers that will be occupying 
that position.

“We lost our two-deep all 
across the field at the three re-
ceiver spots, but looking at our 
early depth chart this year, I 
think we’re a little more deep 
and versatile,” said Stephen-
son. “We feel good with all 
three positions, and I think 
depth is going to be one of our 
biggest strengths. We have 
guys that can roll in there at 
different spots and have a lot 
of potential.”

One area on the offense that 
does return some experience is 
along the offensive line as Jae-
den Curtis, Elijah Baldridge 
and Hudson Dyer are back to 
provide a steady presence up 
front. Stephenson mentioned 
Taylor Gresham and Jackson 
Hamby as two others that will 
be key pieces on the offensive 
line.

The defensive line for the 
Jackets is also experienced 
with Dawson Hamby, Carson 
Griffin and Kendez Griffin all 
coming back after making big 
contributions a season ago.

“Our players at the line 
of scrimmage are really the 
strength of our team,” said 
Stephenson. “Our OL and DL 
start everything for us and 
really anchor things.”

Behind those three up front 
on the defensive side there are 
several upper classmen at the 
linebacker position that have 
been waiting for their chance 
to break out as they sat behind 
multi-year starters in the class 
of 2018. The defensive second-
ary probably has the most com-
petition of anywhere on the 
team according to Stephenson, 
but he said he knows several 
guys will eventually put them-
selves above the rest.

“We’ve got some new faces 
in our linebacking corps, but 
that’s something we’ve prided 
ourselves on defensively at Ca-
lhoun is having a hard-nosed, 
talented group of linebackers, 
and I think we will be able to 
continue that,” said Stephen-
son. “We’ve got four or five 
guys competing for those spots, 
including Zeke Brown, David 
Braden, Julian Ipac and Brett 
Garland. The secondary spots 
are up for grabs. We’ve got 
some good competition and ca-
pable guys to fill those roles on 
the back end of our defense.”

The Jackets have a talent-
ed starter returning at kicker 
with Eduardo Fajardo back for 
his senior year to give the Ca-
lhoun coaches confidence in the 
kicking game and the ability to 
add three points when the of-
fense does stall before reaching 
the end zone.

Stephenson said he, the rest 
of the coaches and the players 
on this year’s team know what 
is expected of them as they 
head into this season, but they 
are not backing down from it at 
all.

“It’s a motivating factor 
having a region title streak like 
we have and the tradition and 
expectations of being a con-
tender in the postseason,” said 
Stephenson. “That is one of our 
guys’ big motivations this year 
is proving they are worthy to 
put on that black and gold and 
carry on what has been built at 
Calhoun. We know the outside 
perception is that we lost a lot 
of players from last year and 
people think we might be down 
a little bit, but inside this field-
house, we feel strong about the 
guys we have. We know we are 
going to compete this year and 
continue to do that for years to 
come. As far as right now, we 
are focused on competing every 
day and worrying about those 
other expectations later on. 
Our goal is to improve every 
day, and if we do that, we will 
be where we need to be at the 
end of the season.”

Calhoun will once again 
open the season in a show-
case-type game as they will 
be tested by Ridgeland in the 
Corky Kell Classic at Barron 
Stadium at 5:30 p.m. on Aug. 
22. 

Team Preview: Calhoun Yellow Jackets
Impact PlayersBy Alex Farrer, Sports Editor

gordongazettesports@gmail.com

Despite change, Jackets goal is to continue same tradition

Photo by LARRY GREESON / Staff

Calhoun head coach Clay Stephenson looks over a recent 
preaseason practice.

JAEDEN CURTIS
OL/DL, Sr.

ZEKE BROWN
LB/OL, Sr.

KENDEZ GRIFFIN
DL/OL, Sr.

EDUARDO FAJARDO
K, Sr.

JAKE MORROW
QB, Sr.

JERRIAN HAMES
RB/DB, Jr.

Photo by LARRY GREESON / Staff

Calhoun’s Jerrian Hames (left) tries to break away from a 
Northwest Whitfield defender during the preseason scrimmage.

 

Date  Opponent
Aug. 22 vs. Ridgeland 
(Corky Kell Classic at Barron 
Stadium in Rome at 5:30 p.m.)

Sept. 6 Therrell

Sept. 13 at Sonoraville*

Sept. 20 North Murray*

Sept. 27 Ringgold*

Oct. 11 Adairsville*

Oct. 18 at Murray County*

Oct. 25 Coahulla Creek*

Nov. 1 at Haralson County*

Nov. 8 at LFO*

*-Region 6-AAA Game

All Games at 7:30 p.m. unless noted.

Schedule

ANDY BAXTER PHOTOGRAPHY

Team Preview: Calhoun Yellow Jackets
Team Photo

Team Roster
No. Name   Year Position
1 Carson Speer  Sr. WR/OLB
2 Ethan Crump  Sr. WR/DB
3 Brett Garland  Jr. TE/LB
4 Jaden Brock  Jr. WR/DB
5 Cedric Lacey  Sr. WR/DB
6 Julian Ipac  Sr. RB/LB
7 Zane McCracken Sr. WR/DS
8 Reece Poe  Sr. WR/OLB
9 Michael Noriega Sr. TE/LB
10 Lex Walraven  Soph. WR/OLB
11 Jake Prather  Jr. QB/DB
12 Brett Bradley  Jr. RB/OLB
13 Grant Gilmer  Sr. WR/DB
14 Brady Drummond Sr. WR/DB
15 Lucas McDonald Sr. TE/DL
16 Owen Goble  Jr. QB/OLB
17 Carter Blackstock Sr. WR/DB
18 Will Seamons  Jr. WR/DB
19 Jake Morrow  Sr. QB
20 Cooper Harmon Jr. RB/OLB
21 Dante Morton  Jr. WR/DB
22 Hayes Carpenter Jr. TE/OLB
23 Casey Poole  Sr. WR/DB
24 Ethan Tibbs  Jr. WR/DB
25 Greyson McEntyre Jr. TE/OLB
26 Eli Futch  Jr. WR/LB
27 John Barnes  Jr. WR/OLB
28 Owen Ruddell  Sr. WR/DB
29 Bryant Busby  Sr. RB/DB
30	 Carson	Griffin	 	 Jr.	 TE/DL
31 Cole Speer  Soph. WR/DB
32 Blaze Hammett  Soph. WR/DB
33 Jerrien Hames  Jr. RB/DB
34 Avry Fain  Jr. WR/DB
35 Alex Ambrocio  Sr. RB/LB
37 Barrett Saunders Jr. TE/LB

No. Name   Year Position
38 Kobie Carney  Jr. WR/DB
39 Christian Lewis Soph. QB/DB
41 Christopher Lewis Soph. RB/LB
42 David Braden  Sr. TE/LB
43 Wesley Burgess Soph. TE/LB
44 Mason Green  Soph. TE/LB
45 Gavin Velarde  Jr. WR/LB
47 Ben Nation  Soph. TE/OLB
49 Camden Charles Soph. TE/OLB
50 Tripp Moore  Jr. OL/DL
51 Zeke Brown  Sr. OL/LB 
53 Reed Randall  Jr. OL/DL
54 Will Hawkins  Jr. OL/DL
55 Nic Prater  Jr. OL/DL
56 Taylor Gresham Sr. OL/DL
57 Seth Wiggins  Jr. OL/LB
58 Hudson Dyer  Sr. OL/DL
59 Alfredo Perez  Jr. OL/DL
60 Braden Saunders Jr. OL/LB
61 Jeremiah Wheaton Jr. OL/DL
62 Taylor Land  Jr. OL/DL
63	 Kendez	Griffin		 Sr.	 OL/DL
64 Jaeden Curtis  Sr. OL/DL
65 Elijah Baldridge Sr. OL/DL
66 Brad Stone  Jr. OL/DL
67 Jackson Hamby Soph. OL/DL
68 Dawson Hamby Sr. OL/DL
70 Kendrick Kirby Soph. OL/DL
71 Colby Hall  Sr. OL/DL
72 Tye Massey  Soph. OL/DL
73 Omari Shoulders Soph. OL/DL
74 Isaac Nance  Jr. OL/DL
75 Tyler Butts  Sr. OL/DL
76 Lajuan Tierrablanca Soph. OL/DL
78 Jai Hogan  Soph. OL/DL
80 Peyton Law  Soph. WR/DB

No. Name   Year Position 
81 Luke Hawkins  Soph. WR/DB
82 Quin Smith  Soph. WR/DB
84 Brendan Gray  Soph. WR/DB
87 Cameron Dodd  Soph. WR/DB
88 Clayton Long  Jr. WR/DB
92 Eduardo Fajardo Sr. K
97 Carlos Orozco  Soph. K

Freshmen
4 Cam Curtis
5 Kaleb Ray
8 Jacob Black
12 Dylan Faulkner
13 Dustin Kerns
17 Isaac Brook
21 C.J. Hawkins
23 Jhett Carden
24 McRae Nesbitt
25 Hagaan Gresham
28 Nate Fowler
30 Corbin Fuller
33 Jacob Greeson
35 Logan Gray
50 Nathan Fuller
51 Lance Mauldin
52 Juan Alezano
54 Kelly Wells
65 Ryelin McGuire
68 Drew Ferguson
70 Terry Moss
72 Jose Ortiz
74 Braden Hammontree
75 Brody Balliew
79 Nash Suggs
90 Jose Orellano

ISSA Certified Personal Trainer Nikki Clance offers a private studio atmosphere geared to 
help support and motivate clients to achieve a happy and healthier lifestyle.

355 South Wall Street, Calhoun
Phone: 678-986-3032

•Personal Training  •Cardio Bootcamp  •Barre Classes

Cardio Bootcamp
Monday & Wednesday at 6 p.m. | $10 per class

Find us on: 
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Sonoraville’s senior class 
in 2019 has played a lot of 
football over the past couple 
seasons as they got a ton of 
important varsity experience, 
several starting as sopho-
mores. But one thing has been 
missing during those past two 
seasons, and that is a posts-
eason berth.

The Phoenix were close in 
both 2017 and 2018, going to 
the final week of the regular 
season with a chance to ad-
vance into the postseason but 
came up a little short both 
times. The motivation this 
year is simple for the seniors 
and the entire roster, break 
through and grab that playoff 
berth that has eluded them 
over the past two years. Prior 
to that, Sonoraville had made 
four straight postseason ap-
pearances.

“This is a tight-knit sen-
ior group, and it’s really been 
beneficial for us to have those 
guys who have played a lot of 
football the last couple years,” 
said Sonoraville head coach 
Denver Pate. “The way last 
year ended left a bad taste in 
their mouth for sure, but they 
have also done a good job of 
moving on from that. They 
have done everything we’ve 
asked them to do and have 
put in a lot of work. They 
want to make sure we’re not 
in the same boat as last year 
and are still playing once the 
playoffs start.”

Pate, who is going into his 
third season as head coach of 
the Phoenix, said the team 
had a very productive sum-
mer, which included a lot of 
conditioning, lifting, 7-on-7 
passing reps against other 
teams and one 11-on-11 date. 

“It was a really good sum-
mer with 7-on-7s and an 11-
on-11…we were able to get 
reps facing quality teams,” 
said Pate. “That will prove 
valuable coming into the Fall 
because we were exposed to 
several different offenses and 
defenses, and the way differ-
ent things are thrown at you 
resembles what it will be like 
week in and week out dur-
ing the season. Our guys also 
worked their tail off in the 
weight room. We went three 
days a week, and we were able 
to see the gains made over 
the offseason. We got to show 
that off a little for the parents 
and community at our Night 
of Champions a couple weeks 
ago.”

On the offensive side of 
the ball, the Phoenix have a 
lot of returning players to be 
optimistic about, starting up 
front on the offensive line. 
That group is led by returning 
All-Area player Davin Buck-
ner and several others with 
experience and are coached 
by Sonoraville’s new offensive 
line coach Jon Lovingood.

“Coach Lovingood has 
done a great job since coming 
on this spring to coach the of-
fensive line,” said Pate. “They 
have gelled more so than any 
other group we have. They 
are playing as one unit, com-

ing off the ball and doing a 
much better job on their as-
signments since the spring. 
Everything our offense does 
starts with those five guys, 
and they have done a good 
job establishing a presence up 
front for us.”

Those big bodies at the 
point of attack will look to 
provide opportunities for So-
noraville’s deep group at the 
skill positions to make plays 
to get chunks of yards at a 
time, control the clock and 
put points on the board. At 
quarterback, junior Brady 
Lackey, a transfer from Gor-
don Central, and senior Blade 
Bryant will share reps as 
Bryant will also be used in the 
backfield as a running back, 
in the slot as a receiver and 
also on the defensive side.

“Both will take snaps in 
games,” said Pate. “Blade 
is going to be moved around 
wherever we need him. He’s 
a selfless player and what 
you look for in a leader. He’s 
happy to be used wherever he 
is asked. We’ll try to find ways 
to get him touches in different 
spots. Brady has done a real-
ly good job of late progressing 
and learning what we’re try-
ing to establish on offense. I 
think he is going to be a very 
quality signal-caller for us.”

Expected to each take their 
share of the load in the back-
field is seniors Case Collins 
and Tyler Capps and junior 
Colton Whitehead, and Pate 
said they have confidence 
handing the ball off to all 
three of them. Outside at re-
ceiver, Ben Burns is back for 
his senior year after setting 
the school record in recep-
tions in 2018. Added to that 
deep receiving corps is Bryant 
, which will be used in the slot 
along with Loren Hiles, who 
has the ability to break away 
from the defense, Josh Kush-
maul and Davis Kilpatrick, 
who Pate described as reli-
able guys that will make big 
catches and move the chains, 
and even freshman Brant 
Bryant, who should see early 
playing time.

Senior Colton Richards 
is also a valuable weapon at 
H-back with the ability to 
lead the way as a blocker for 
the running game and make 
catches in open space.

On the defensive side of 
the ball, the Phoenix will have 
several members of the senior 
class they will look at to lead 
the way at all levels, includ-
ing Richards and Capps at 
linebacker, Blade Bryant at 
corner and Brandon Bristol 
on the defensive line.

Pate said he is looking 
forward to seeing how stout 
a defense his team will have 
with so much talent and ex-
perience.

“Colton and Capps are our 
two leaders on the defensive 
side as linebackers with a 
lot of experience,” said Pate. 
“Kylis Harris had a really 
good spring at linebacker as 
well, and we’re looking for 
him to build off of it. In the 
secondary, you’ve got Blade 
back after already starting 
for the last two years, Loren 
Hiles as a very athletic safety 
and Brayden Causby starting 
with those guys as well. Case 
Collins is going to make a lot 
of plays at outside linebacker, 
and Davin O’Neal and Clay 
Cantrell are battling for that 
other backer spot. Then down 
there in the trenches, Bran-
don Bristol will be our anchor. 
He’s had a solid offseason, 
and we expect big things from 
him.”

Special teams are key for 
any team as the third phase 
that you must be solid in, and 
senior Tripp Morrison will be 
there as a steady presence, 
handling kicking and punting 
duties for the Phoenix.

Pate said he has set high 
goals for the 2019 version of 
the Phoenix, and he believes 
they have the potential to 
reach those goals.

“Avoiding injuries is al-
ways key,” said Pate. “You 
would love to have a ton of 
depth and be able to stay 
healthy. We’ve got some 
depth right now…more depth 
up front than at other spots. I 
think this group will be solid 
on the field and be together. 
Expectations are very high in 
my opinion. A 4-6 or anything 
sub .500…that’s not what 
we’re looking for anymore. 
We are a playoff caliber team 
from a talent and experience 
standpoint, and our expecta-
tions are to get back there.”

Sonoraville will get one 
warm-up before the regular 
season starts as they host 
Gordon Central on Friday, 
Aug. 16 at 7:30 p.m. for a pre-
season scrimmage. They then 
have a week off before open-
ing the regular season on the 
road at Model on Aug. 30 at 
7:30 p.m. and follow that up 
with another tough non-re-
gion test in their home opener 
against Darlington on Sept. 
6 at 7:30 p.m. They are back 
at home the following week, 
Sept. 13, to open Region 
6-AAA play hosting Calhoun 
at 7:30 p.m.
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Phoenix motivated, ready to make return to postseason
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Sonoraville’s Ben Burns (11) turns upfield past a defender after 
making a catch at a recent practice.

DAVIN BUCKNER
OL/DL, Sr.

BLADE BRYANT
QB/WR/CB, Sr.

TYLER CAPPS
LB/RB, Sr.

BEN BURNS
WR, Sr.

COLTON RICHARDS
LB/H, Sr.

BRADY LACKEY
QB, Jr.
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Sonoraville head coach Denver Pate (center) talks to his players 
in a huddle during a 7-on-7 camp this past summer.

 

Date  Opponent
Aug. 16 Gordon Central (scrimmage)

Aug. 30 at Model

Sept. 6 Darlington

Sept. 13 Calhoun*

Sept. 27 Murray County*

Oct. 4 at Ringgold*

Oct. 11 Haralson County*

Oct. 18 at Adairsville*

Oct. 25 LFO*

Nov. 1 at Coahulla Creek*

Nov. 8 at North Murray*

*-Region 6-AAA Game

All Games at 7:30 p.m.

Schedule

CADY STUDIOS

Team Photo

Team Roster
No. Name    Year
1 Kylis Harris   Sr.
3 Brayden Causby  Sr.
4 Nicholas Beddington  Soph.
5 Brant Bryant   Fr.
6 Clay Cantrell   Sr.
7 Blade Bryant   Sr.
8 Josh Kushmaul   Sr.
9 Draven Peppers  Soph.
10 Dawson Townsend  Fr.
11 Ben Burns   Sr.
12 Case Collins   Sr.
13 Jebb Knight   Soph.
14 Brady Lackey   Jr.
15 Matthew Parrott  Soph.
16 Davis Kilpatrick  Sr.
17 Caleb Parker   Fr.
18 Loren Hiles   Sr.
19 Ridge Redd   Fr.
20 Davin O’Neal   Jr.
21 Micah Vincent   Sr.
22 Zach Hensley   Soph.
23 Caden Brophy   Jr.
24 Zach Lyles   Fr.
25	 Wyatt	Springfield	 	 Fr.

No. Name    Year 
26 Colton Richards  Sr.
27 Jeremiah Payne  Soph.
28 Jonathan Pendley  Fr.
30 Ryder Smith   Fr.
32 Zach McAfee   Fr.
33 Colton Whitehead  Jr.
35 Tristan Mullins   Fr.
40 Austin Arnold   Sr.
43 Tyler Capps   Sr.
48 Cody Gowin   Fr.
50 Murphy Robertson  Jr.
51 Davon Jones   Soph.
52 Sebastian Aguilar  Fr.
53 Justin Stokes   Jr.
54 Ivan Thurman   Fr.
55	 Sawyer	Springfield	 	 Fr.
56 Austin Spear   Sr.
57 Spencer McDaniel  Soph.
58 Chase Worley   Jr.
59 Warren Gragg   Sr.
60 James Baggett   Jr.
61 Dawson Young   Fr.
63 Tyler Tinch   Fr.
65 Jaxx Knight   Soph.

No. Name    Year 
66 Brenden Miller   Soph.
67 Rance Smith   Fr.
68 Mason Fuller   Fr.
69 Davin Buckner   Sr.
70 Joseph Bryan   Jr.
71 Brodie Mathews  Soph.
72 Peyton Kankaala  Fr.
73 Parker Chastain  Fr.
74 Justin Carrol   Jr.
75 Tyler Kelley   Sr.
76 McCoy Deal   Soph.
77 Christopher Gray  Jr.
78 Brandon Bristol  Sr.
81 Tanner Hicks   Soph.
82 AJ Hensley   Fr.
83 Blake Dendy   Fr.
85 Caden Blevins   Fr.
87 Levi Buttrum   Soph.
90 Derek Dusseau   Fr.
93 Tripp Morrison   Sr.
98 Logan Conejo   Jr.
99 Daniel Orellana  Jr.
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Pokey’s...Calhoun’s one-stop shop for all of your sporting goods needs:
•Sporting Equipment

•Uniforms
•Trophies & Plaques

•Custom Shirts
•Emroidery

•Other products & services

230 South King St., Calhoun  | 706-629-2266

Good Luck to all area 
teams this season!!!


